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Dr.  Bbnj.  Eush  to  Owm  Biddlb,  1776. 

Aug.  1776. 
I>8ir: 

I  find  onr  Connsel  of  Safety  have  jiut  reoeiv^d  a  supply  of  money 
from  the  Congreas,  you  will  therefore  much  Oblige  me  by  Uying 
our  aoc^  before  them.  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  the  extraordinary 
aerTices  to  the  artillery  company,  &o.  not  mentioned  in  the  vote  of 
the  late  Committee  of  Safety  respecting  our  Salery.  You  will  find 
the  day  we  lefl  off  attending  the  boats  by  looking  for  the  date  of 
I>r  Dunlap,  (the  present  Surgeon's)  appointment. 

Yours  afieotionately, 

B.  BUSH. 
Tuesday. 

Directed. 

M'  Owen  Biddle. 


Mbn  IK  Actual  Pay  in  t»b  Sbbvicb  op  Pbnksylvania 
First  o?  August,  1776. 

List  of  Men  in  Actual  Pay,  Officers  included,  in  the  Service  of  the 
State  of  Pennsyhania,  to  the  first  of  August,  1776,  as  ^  tho 
Muster  Rolls. 

First  Battall-  of  Pennsyl.  Rifle  Regim*.    S.  Miles,  Bsq**.,  Col. 

L.  Farmer's  Company^  -            -            -            -    78 

P.  Albright's      do.   -  -            -            -          84 

A.  Llong's          do.  -            -            -            -    51 
H.  Shades          do.   -  -            -            -          72 

B.  Brown's         do.  -            -            -            -    62 

C.  Weitaall's       do.   -  -           -           -          70 

—417 
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Second  Batall*. 


over,  417 


J.  Mwiys         do. 

71 

P.  Grub's           do.    - 

-            -           •• 

68 

J.  MarahaU's      do. 

.            -            .            . 

78 

W.Peebles'        do.   - 

... 

91 

J.  Irwin's           do. 

.      .      .     .       - 

68 

H.  Chiist's         <b.   - 

64 

—430—847 

Bafttall''  of  Musquetrj.     S.  J.  AUee,  Esq' 

^,  Col. 

P.  Anderson's  Company, 

. 

49 

\ 

p.  Z.  Lloyd's       do.  - 
F.  M«rr/s          do. 
Jos.  McUlellan's  do.  - 

... 

38 

.   . 

49 

... 

60 

A.  Dehuffs          do. 

'.            .            .            . 

69 

T.  Herbert's        do.  - 

. 

66 

J.  Nice*s              do. 

- 

60 

J.  Howeirs         do.  - 

... 

47 

~ 

397 
1244 

Cap*  T.  Proctor's  Compy  of  Artillery, 

121 
18( 

• 

The  Navy,  via*. 

Ship  Montgomery, 

Sam^  Davison,  Esq., 

188 

Floating  Battery, 

lieu*.  J.  Hennesey, 

82 

Congress, 

Jn'^.  Hambleton, 

41 

FrankliA, 

NftthftB  Boyoe, 

46 

Effingham, 

H.  Montgomery, 

26 

Dickenson, 

John  Bice, 

83 

Chatham, 

Jam»r  Montgomery, 

34 

Hancock, 

Tho».  Moore, 

47 

Warren, 

Tho^.  Houstin, 

24 

Bmrke, 

James  Blair, 

80 

Cambden, 

Rich*.  Ayres, 

35 

Bull  Dog, 

Alex'.  Henderson, 

41 

Washington, 

H.  Dougherty, 

43 

Ezperim^t) 

Lieu*.  B.  Thompson, 

28 

Banger, 

Lien*.  R*.  Hinne, 

30 

Sallamander, 

Charles  Lawrence, 

16 

Porcupine, 

R*.  Tatnell, 

12 

Brimstone, 

W.  Watkin, 

11 

Terror, 

R*.  Hardie, 

18 

Vulture, 

W.  Greenway, 

11 

Eagle, 

Jacob  Hance, 

12 

741 


over,  741      1865 
Fire  Brig  Veraviug,  Edw*.  Bingley,        5 

do.  Sloop  fitiM,  W.  Gamble,  4 

Stoop  Hetty,  H.  Hoover,  8 

do.  Defyaxtoey  A.  fikrdner,  8 

SehooD'  Ljdia,  J.  SimpeeOi.  6 

Sloop  SaUj,  M.  Wirtj,  7 

—        18         768 

Total  amoant  of  Fleet  &  Land  forces  in  the  SerYiee    —        

o£  tiste  State  of  Pennajl*  to  Ike  Ut  Angost;  1776,  2188 

LOD^.  BPBOOSL,  M.  M. 

Directed, 

Estimate  to  1st  August;  1776. 
For 

Tba  Gooneil  of  Safety. 


C!0i..  S.  MXLBS  TO  GOMMITTJIS,  1776. 

Gamp  at  Amboy,  Aug^  2*,  1776. 
GentlcmeQ : 

There  is  now  a  month's  pay  duo  to  the  troops  under  my  Com- 
mand 'f  you  must  be  sensible  that  punctual  payment  of  Troops  is  of 
tbc  utmost  importance  to  the  army,  as  it  prevents  uneasiness  & 
mutiny,  and  without  it  proper  discipline  cannot  be  kept  up.  I 
therefore  hope  you  will  Order  the  immediate  payment  of  thoso 
under  your  care.  I  have  had  too  much  Trouble  already  not  to  bo 
anzio^  about  their  pay,  A-bope  you  will  excuse  my  troubling  you 
on  this  subject. 

I  am^  Gentlemen,  your  most 
Obedient 

H'ble  ServS 

SAM».  MILES. 
Directed, 

To  the  Ho»^^«  Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania. 


«  PEMNBYLYANIA  ABCHIYXS  1^76. 

Col.  Atleb  to  Committeb,  1776. 

Perth  Amboy^  Angnst  2%  1776. 
Sir, 

The  service  of  the  State  at  the  time  I  rec*  orders,  absolately 
roqaired  the  march  of  the  Battalion  of  Masqntteers  under  my  Oom* 
mand,  altho  they  were  by  no  means  prepared.  The  agent  appointed 
to  provide  the  troops  in  necessaries  has  been  extremely  deficient, 
numbers  of  the  Battalion  are  now  without  either  shirts,  Breeches 
or  stockings,  artieles  not  to  be  procured  here.  I  should  be  extremely 
obliged  to  the  Committee  to  order  a  Quantity  of  the  above  articles 
to  the  Battalion,  for  in  their  present  state,  the  soldier  cannot  be 
kept  clean,  and  consequently  will  be  unhealthy,  they  with  great 
justice  complain  for  want  of  necessaries,  and  was  it  not  for  the  strict- 
ness of  discipline  kept  up,  I  should  be  difficulted  to  keep  theih  to 
their  duty.  Were  we  situated  any  other  were  than  in  the  Face  of 
the  Enemy  I  should  look  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  cruelty  to  keep  so 
strict  a  stand  over  them  in  the  Condition  they  are,  but  the  least 
relaxation  might  be  of  infinite  disservice.  I  must  therefore  earnestly 
beg  Ihat  at  least  500  shirts  and  pair  of  stockings  vrith  a  100  pair  of 
leather  breeches  may  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible.* 

Afler  laying  before  your  Hon'ble  board  the  State  of  the  Battalions 
with  respect  to  the  necessaries  most  immediately  wanted,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  notice  the  Adjutant  of  the  Battalion 
Mr.  Francis  Minties  as  a  Gentleman  of  merit  and  much  useful 
military  knowledge,  the  Adiutants  of  the  other  Battalions  (which 
has  been  the  custom  alwaysj^  enjoy  Uie  Rank  and  pay  of  Lieutenant 
annexed  to  their  adjutancy,  to  enable  them  to  live  decently,  and  to 
recompense  them  for  the  great  Trouble  they  must  have  in  performing 
the  duties  of  that  office  with  punctuallity  and  exactness.  None  in 
my  opinion,  deserve  it  with  more  justice  than  M^  Mintzes,  and  I 
dare  say  you  will  think  with  me  that  there  can  be  no  reason  why 
officers  of  the  same  Rank  and  doing  the  same  duties^  in  different 
Battalions,  should  receive  more  pay,  or  greater  indulgences  from  the 
Hon'ble  the  Committee  of  Safety.  The  Adjutancy  I  apprehend  not 
to  be  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  serviees  of  M^  Mintzes,  1 
therefore  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  whether  the 
Bank  &  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  might  not  be  given  to  that  Gentleman.f 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  ^ 
Sir 

Yours  Most  Ob :  H'ble  Serv* 
SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

*  Ordered  to  be  sent,  see  Col.  Reo.  VoL  X.,  p.  678-4. 
t  Ibid.  678— lie  was  appointed. 
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Lbwis  Nicola  to  Council  op  Sajtkty,  1776. 

Aagast  8%  1776. 

Sir, 

Inoloaed  is  a  General  Ac't  of  work  lately  done  at  the  barrackni 
with  the  vouchers,  which  I  beg  the  favour  joa'll  lay  before  the 
Council  &,  if  possible,  obtain  a  speedy  order  for  the  payment  thereof, 
18  most  of  the  workmen  are  now  in  the  Camp,  &  their  families  want 
the  money  for  their  support,  &  you'll  oblige, 

8', 

Your  most  obed* 

Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

P.  8.  The  troops  that  daily  eome  to  the  barraoka  aie  mneh  dis- 
pleaaod  at  not  having  necessaries  to  dress  their  victuals,  Pots  I  hava 
enoQgh  in  store,  but  they  will  not  take  unless  cleaned,  yet  oon- 
aCaatlj  retunitthem  dirty.  There  is  a  ffreat  deficiency  of  Buckets, 
I  thereibre  request  instructions  from  the  Council  whether  I  shall 
provide  them. 
Directed, 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 


JONA.  ELMJBft  TO   COMMITTBB  OF  SaFBTT,   1776- 

Bridge  Town,  4th  August,  1776. 

Cumberland  County. 
Sir, 

By  Lieut.  Beed  I  am  &voored  with  the  request  from  the  Council 
of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ^or  apprehending  John 
Hatton,  his  son,  &  one  Col"-  Kirkland,  who  they  suspect  to  be  in 
Qiwt  County.  Old  Hatton,  Fm  told,  is  at  his  oWn  home  in  Olou'ster 
County,  &  with  me  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  either  of  the 
others  are  in  this  County }  However,  for  the  satisfaction  of  your 
Board  &  for  the  sood  of  my  Country,  you  may  depend  upon  my 
taking,  immediately,  the  most  effectual  measures  for  securing  them 
if  here ;  and  should  they  be  apprehended,  will  either  convey  them 
immediately  to  Philadelphia,  or  (what  at  present  appears  to  me 
most  prudent,  as  Pm  in  doubt  about  the  legality  of  sending  Hatton 
out  of  the  Province,)  will  confine  them  until  you  are  informed  of  it. 

I  judged  it  best  for  Lieut.  Beed  to  return  jiiraiediately  to  Olou'ster 


S  PENNSTLVANU  ABOHIVJ^S  m& 

Id  HattoQ,  1 


to  secure  Old  Hatton,  lest  the  affair  shoald  transpire  &  he  go  out  of 
the  way. 


Your  very  Hble  Serv. 

JONATH.  ELMEK  * 
directed.' 
To  M"  Thomas  Wh^ton,  Jwar.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety^  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Robert  Smith  xo  Committee  of  Safety,  1776. 

(jentlemen, 

I  am  now  ready  to  raise  a  Nnmber  of  frames^  Bat  the  depth  of 
water  oposito  t6  where  we  have  iVamed  them,  is  not  sufficient  to 
bear  them  off,  we  must  go  lower  down.  The  water  there  is  deeper, 
but  we  have  not  room  enough  on  the  Beach  to  raise  them,  I  wo'* 
therefore  propose  that  a  Number  of  Labourers  should  bo  set  to  work 
at  a  gully  that  has  been  made  in  the  Bank  by  the  rains  that  has. 
fallen  from  time  to  time,  to  enlarge  this  gap,  that  we  may  haira 
room  to  lay  the  floors  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  water,  till  we 
can  erect  the  upper  works  in  order  to  add  freight  that  the  tide  may 
'  not  Carry  them  off  before  we  have  finish'  the  frame. 

M^  Hicks  tells 'me  that  he  cafmot  employ  the  Labourers  under 
his  care  at  thafort,  before  they  are  discharged.  Supose  you  should 
order  him  to  set  twentj-five  or  thirty  of  those  People  on  this  ser- 
vice, and  put  him  in  a  jfray  how  they  are  to  be  vitual^ ;  there  is 
Lodging  ready  near  the  place  ibr  312  men,  there  they  may  sleep. 
I  Beg,  Gentlemen,  that  this  may  be  attended  to,  otherways  I  shall 
be  Imd^E^  aoch,  and  the  pubUc  business  will  lag  behind. 

I  am,  Oendemen, 

Tour  most  obedient 
Bellengsport,  Servant, 

August  6%  1776.  KOBT.  SMITH. 

DirecUd. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Preseirt. 

*  See  Coloa.  Beo.  Vol.  X.,  ^  667,  670,  69i. 
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BouftT  SnTfi  TO  CoMMmM,  1T76. 

Gentlemen :  .  ' 

I  anpKed  to  Kj.  Sannel  Horria  for  to*snpply  me  with  a  Rigger 
and  Taekfe,  ko ,  to  amist  me  in  raising  the  fmmea,  he  haa  order^ 
M'.  Ward,  the  man  that  has  the  Oommand  of  the  Shallop,  to  eze- 
este  this  part  of  the  husiness.  At  the  same  time  yon  will  be 
pleaaed  to  give  him  orders  where  he  may  be  snpplied  with  Roapg; 
blocks,  Anchors,  Ac.,  he  shonld  also  be  order*  to  give  constant 
attendance,  otherwise  there  will  be  mnch  time  lost  by  the  People 
who  mnst  wait  for  his  assistance.  I  pray,  Oentlemen,  yon  may 
put  Ukis  on  a  certain  footing  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  go  on. 
I  am/ 

Gentlemen,  yonr  very  humble  serv*, 
fiOB^  SMITH. 

BeUeogapiMrty  Angnst  5th|  1776. 
Directed. 

To  the  Com*"  of  Safety.    Present 


CoL.  Mark  Bird  to  Commonwbai«th,  1776. 

Berks  County,  7th  Augs*,  1778. 
Sirs: 

I  believe  there  was  a  Resolve  of  Convention  to  advance  Fifty 
ShiUbgs  a  man  to  the  assooiators  that  is  to  march  to  Jersey  after 
there  l^ing  Mustered  by  the  Committoe ;  as  my  Betalion  will  not 
be  ready  for  that  for  two  days  or  three,  it  will  detain  us  too  long 
after  to  send  for  the  Cash,  take  this  opportunity  to  aoauaint  you  of 
it)  there  will  be  about  three  hundred  men  in  the  Betalion.  i  have 
provided  Prov*  Tents,  Unift>rm,  at  my  own  expense.  If  you  donl 
think  proper  to  send  me  Cash  without  the  Committees  order,  as  the 
ezpensis  is  Cheifly  paid  except  the  advance,  you>  please  to' send  me 
five  Hundred  pounds  for  Ball  that  has  been  sent^  and  are  ready  to 
send  to  the  Committoe  of  Safety,  they  were  Contracted  for  by  M'. 
Owen  Biddle,  &  that  will  Inable  me  to  take  my  Betalion  to-  the 
plaoe  ai^inted  at  my  own  expenae,  it  can  be  hereafter  Settled  At  a 
Jttore  liBfiure  time,  &  charge  to  acc^ 

Your  Very  Hum*  Serv*, 

^ARK  BIRD. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Honorable  Counsill  of  Safety  of  Penn*. 

1* 
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Coih  Atljsb  to  Datid  Rittbnhousb,  1776. 

Sir: 

.  When  last  I  wrote  the  Qpn'bk  the  Committee,  I  addressed  them 
thro'  M*".  FrankliDi  jndgiDg  Lim  to  be  the  Ghairmani  I  sinoe  find  I 
was  wrongi  bat  imafliiie  my  letter  has  been  laid  before  them.  I 
therein  requested  that  some  articles  which  the  Battalion  stood 
greatly  in  need  of,  might  be  immediately  sent* 

I  must  once  more,  sir,  press  the  matter,  the  immediate  service  of 
the  States  require  that  all  the  Forces  that  can  be  spared  from  the 
different  parts  shon'd  join  Qen'.  Washington  at  New  York;  the 
Battalion  of  Penn*.  Mosquitteers  will  march  for  that  purpose  this 
afternoon  or  to-morrow  morning,  but  in  a  disgraceful  situation  with 
respect  to  clothing ;  do  pray,  sir,  have  the  articles  ordered,  men- 
tioned in  my  former  letter. 

Gap*  Lloyd,  by  Gen>  orders  yesterday  was  appointed  Brinde 
Major  to  Brigadier  Gen>  EwinflN  so  that  his  Company  is  now  Va- 
cant ;  H'.  Wallis  Finney,  the  Eldest  Lieutenant,  ought  to  succeed 
him  in  the  command,  there  will  then  be  a  Vacant  Lieutenancy,  and 
three  Vacant  Ensigncies.  M'.  Ensign  Henderson,  succeeds,  of 
oourse,  Lieu^  Finney.  Scptemus  Davis  &  Geo.  Shufiner  have  been 
recommended  to  the  Hon^'  tiie  Committee  for  promotion,  there  will 
then  be  one  Vacant  Ensigncy,  for  which  I  wou'd  recommend  James 
Whitehead,  now  a  Serjeant  in  Cap^  Nice's  Company.  If  the 
Hon'ble  the  Committee  shou'd  judffe  proper  that  the  Vacancies  be 
fiird  up  in  the  above  order,  I  should  be  very  glad  the  Commissions 
be  sent  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  Ob«  H'ble  ServS 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
Perth  Amboy,  Aug*  11th,  1776. 

Directed. 

To  David  lUttenhouse,  E£q^,  one  of  the  H'ble  the  Committee  of 
Safety.    Philadelphia. 


Dr.  Bbnsell  to  Owen  Biddle,  1776. 
Sir: 

As  to  those  People  we  spoke  of  yesterday,  all  hath  be  Transacted 
according  to  the  acc^  I  gave  you.  Three  set  off  yesterday,  and  Gil- 
more  last  night  i  there  where  two  horses  saddled  at  the  door  till 
after  Ten  last  night  afterwards  Taken  in,  when  they  set  off  i  cannot 
get  Information,  it  was  some  Time  Between  That  and  morning,  all 
*  See  page  C. 
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I  ean  learn  they  gave  out  in  the  Family,  to  New  York|  they  'have 
been  bniey  in  writeini^ae  is  Boppoeedy  the  man  left  with  Prondlbot 
18  going  down  this  morning,  and  Oilmore's  Clerk  ^ith  him  as  I  am 
InKNrmed,  as  you  ean  have  an  aoo*  of  them  by  Fitaaimmons  and 
Brotherinlaw  I  would  have  Bnqniry  made  with  all  Imaginable 
Speed,  as  their  actiona  make  them  Snspeoious,  and  ahonld  be  stoped 
and  Examined,  they  Certainly  must  have  Papers  of  Conseqaence 
with  them,  Oilmorwa  Clerk  is  to  go  to  Virginia  Imediately  is  all  I 
can  Learn,  what  Ever  you  think  Necessary  in  the  ease  I  hope  wiU 
be  done. 

I  Bemain  with  Bcspeot, 

yoar  Hamble  S*, 

C.  BENSEL. 

Oermantown,  Aogost  13  th. 
DvrecUd, 

To  Owen  Kiddle,  Esq^,  in  Philada.    These. 


Major  Thos.  Pbootor  to  Gohmittbb,  1776» 

Fort.Isknd,  Angnst  16%  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

•At  a  Besimental  court  Martial  appointed  to  be  held  this  day  at 
Fort  Island,  to  try  Sundry  Diserters  in  the  Artillary  guard.  Found, 
on  examining  the  AHicles  by  which  the  Artillary  Company's  are  to 
be  govern^,  to  forbid  Other  punishment  than  disgraoeing,  Casheir- 
ing,  drumming  out  of  the  Company,  Fine  not  ezceMing  two  Months 
pay,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  Month — 

Thought  proper  to  Adjourn  said  Court  Martial  until  1  had  your 
sense  on  said  Article,  believing  you  would  not  Suffer  Offenders  of 
so  deep  a  dye  to  be  pass'd  with  Impunity,  and  though  I  love  to 
deal  in  much  tenderness  with  my  Men,  I  cannot  hdp  wishing  to 
deal  Punishment  for  such  dareing  InsuUs  to  the  good  order  of  our 
Army. 

Tour  InstruotionB  respecting  the  works  at  BiUingsport  for  the 
formation  of  the  Battery  and  the  Number  of  Gunns  it  is  to  Contain, 
Should  be  proud  to  recdve,  as  what  men  can  be  Spared  from  hence 
are  ready  to  enter  on  the  works  Immediately.  The  Becruiting .  par- 
ties ffo  out  Tomorrow  to  Augment  the  Artillary  Company,  as  by 
you  IMrected.  I  shall  do  myself  the  Pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  for 
Adyioe  on  the  Articles  which  are  to  regulate  my  Command,  and  am, 

Respectfully  yours,  &o., 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 
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Com.  of  Oumbbkland  to  Cotototl  op  Safbtt,  1778. 

In  Committee  of  lospectton  and  Obserratkni  of  Camfc^riand 
Ootmty,  at  Carlisle;  Augaat  17th,  1776. 

Gentlemen : 

In  pursaance  of  a  Besolve  of  the  Committer  of  Safety,  bearing 
Date  at  Philadelphia  the  15th  Day  of  July  last^*  impowcriDg  the 
Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  several  Counties 
in  this  Province  to  draw  on  that  Board  for  the  necessary  Sums  of 
Money  for  the  maintainaDce  of  the  Familys  of  such  Assooiators  as 
are  called  into  actual  Service,  and  are  not  of  Ability  to  maintain 
themselves  in  the  Absence  of  such  Assooiators;  We  have  drawn  an 
Order  directed  to  y'  Chairman  (for  We  do  not  know  his  Name),  for 
two  hundred  Pounds,'  payable  to  Robert  Semple,  Esquire,  whteh  We 
hope  will  be  sufficient  to  answer  the  Demanda  of  Buoh  of  the  good 
People  of  this  County  as  are  at  present  in  want,  unless  our  Men 
shall  be  continued  abroad  longer  4haii  We  expect.  .  We  hope  yon 
will  not  detain  the  Bearer.  "We  shall  render  you  a  proper  Aoc*  of 
the  Disposal  of  the  Money,  and  are, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obed*  H*'^  Serv**. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Committee, 

QEO.  STEVENSON,  Chairman/ 

Directed. 
To 

The  Honourablathe  Ooanoil  of  Safoty  of  the  State  of  Penngylvaiii*. 
"^  Favour  of        \  at 

Ilobert  Semple,  Esq'.  J  Philad*. 


John  Biiai>  to  CoMMrrrrai,  177& 

Fort  Island,  17*^  Avg"^  1776. 

•Sir: 

I  ought  not  omitt  Informing  of  you  and  the  Committee,  of  the 
bad  state  of  the  Banks  whioh  incloses  Fort  Island,  being  very  leakey, 
&  on  the  west  part  of  the  Bank  a  goodeal  wasted  away,  bo  that  it 
will,  in  Order  to  keep  the  Island  dry,  to  have  the  Leaks  stopH,  and 
the  week  parts  of  the  Banks  dubled  this  Fall ;  as  M'  Hicks  is  done 
with  the  ditchers,  a  few  may  be  had  to  do  this  businecs;  should  the 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  X.,  p.  640. 
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IS 


>  Maak  prop^,  loing  on  the  ipot^  flhall  radOy  ntdeitake 
that  basincM. 

As  there  «re  s  Qwntily  of  Bomrds  left  of  the  Buitdiiigs,  to' gather 
with  thoee  on  the  sbeeds,  it  will  be  aeoeseaiy  to  have  a  Weed  Turd 
properly  inclosed,  to  preserve  the  Cord  wood  in  the  winter  season; 
shoold  yon,  with  the  Committee,  aprove  of  these  proposals,  pleas  to 
let  me  heere  of  it,  that  it  may  be  put  into  Execution.  I  am,  With 
great  respect,  Yonr  most  Humble 

8er?S  JOHK  BSAP. 
Directed^ 

To  Owen  Beddle^  Esq".,  of  the  OoMmittee  of  Saleiy,  Ibrket 
Street,  Philad*. 


Wm.  Richards  to  Committbb,  1776. 

By  order  of  Cap^  Eioharda,  Esq. 
Gent-., 

I  hope  yea  have  agreed  what  sort  of  Cdoms  I  an  to  hi^te  tsid* 
for  the  Galleys,  &o.,  as  they  are  much  wanted. 

Yon  will  pieaee  to  order  how  you  will  have  the  <3ood«  paid  fsr, 
that  are  bought  for  the  Provinei^  Store,  I  am  in  want  of  a  Sum  of. 
money  for  that  and  the  Signals. 

remain  Gent*  your  most 

Obed'  &  very  Hum*'  Serv*, 

WM.  RICHARDS. 
19th  August,  1776. 
Directed f 

To  the  Conncil  of  Safety. 


BbTURN  07  THB  CLOTHINa,  &0.,  OF  THB  THREE  BaTALIONS  OF 

THE  Pbnnsyla.  Tboops,  reoeivbd  at  Camp  since  Aug. 
27th  last. 


or  wluim  BMehwdL 


il 


1? 


Qttumi  Miffin,    ■ 
Ow«a  ^ddle,  Esqvire, 
-Colonel  BMdle, 
Total  teeeiveil, 
8eptem'.27th  on  hand, 
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It  is  net  ezpeoted  that  any  of  the  Drilling  Breeches  or  Lsgings 
will  be  used  this  Season  or  an  j  of  the  Linen  Waistcoats. 

There  are  only  a  few  of  the  408  Shirts  on  hand,  that  are  fit  for 
the  Service  perhaps  aboat  50  of  them. 


Setbral  Yiboinians  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

To  ihe  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Oent*| 

We  have  been  daily  expecting  to  be  called  before  your  Honoura- 
ble boardj^and  from  toe  delay,  are  under  the  necessity  of  reminding 
you,  that  two  of  us  are  anxious  to  return  to  Virginia  &  cannot  think 
of  returning  among  our  firiends,  Whilst  such  a  matter  remains 
undetermin^.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  beseech  you  to  con- 
front us  with  our  accusers,  or  to  grant  a  cerdficate  of  our  innocence, 
as  all  of  us  will  greatiy  suffer  in  the  opinion  of  our  fellow  subjects 
without  we  can  produce  a  publick  proof  of  our  acquittal. 
We  are  with  great  respect 
Your  Ob*  Serv*«, 

ROBERT  OILMOUR, 
THOMAS  RED), 
PATRICK  BALLANTINB. 
London  Coffee  house,  28th  Aug*,  1776. 
Directed. 
To  the  Hon^^  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


Richard  Peters  to  Council  op  Safbtt,  1776. 

Gentlemen : 

There  are  so  many  Divisions  &  Disputes  between  the  Privates  of 
Cap*  Martin's  Company  &  the  Officers,  &  they  have  so  often  refused 
to  do  Duty  unless  tnis  or  the  other  Point  was  carried  by  the  con- 
tending Parties,  that  I  am  wearied  out  with  endeavoring  to  compro- 
mise tneir  Differences.  I  think  they  had  better  be  dismissed,  ft 
paid  as  far  as  they  have  done  Duty  &  sent  Home  to  their  Employ- 
ments, which  I  fancy  is  at  the  Bottom  of  all  their  Contentions.  A 
Captain  Ming,  of  Col.  Matlack's  Battallion,  offers  to  do  Duty  as 
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Gij  Gntidsy  with  Sixty  Hen,  which  he  mjs  he  hu  or  oan  note.  IS 
this  be.  80,  be  would  well  sop^ly  CSap^  Martin'0  Plaee,  whoee  Com- 
pany 10  rednoed  yery  low. 

I  wrote  to  your  Honble  Board  to  ^ve  me  my  DiBsmiflUOii,  and 
hope  they  will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  my  Bequesty  as  it  ie  not  only 
attended  with  mnch  Trouble  (which  I  should  not  find  Fault  with 
were  it  the  only  Inoonyenienoe)  but  often  preyenta  my  doing  publio 
Duty  in  another  Line. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  yery  obed'  Sery*, 

Aug*  30*,  1776.  RICHAKD  PETERS. 

Directed,  ^ 
Honble  the  Council  pf  Safety  of  Pennsilyania. 


Dbposition  Fbakois  Mills  to  Council,  1776. 

f   In  Council  of  Safety, 

\       Philad%  30*»  Aug*,  1776. 

I  do  swear  on  the  Holy  Eyangelists  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will 
not  tidce  up  arms  against  the  United  States  of  America,  nor  hold 
any  correspondence  with,  or  give  any  intelligence  to  the  Enemies  of 
the  said  States,  and  that  I  will  not  contriye  any  plots  or  treasonable 
practices  i^nst  the  said  States,  but  will  inform  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania  of  all  such  practices  as  may  come  to  my 
knowledge,  as  witness  my  hand,  this,  80^  AugS  1776. 

FRANCIS  MILLS. 

Sworn  before  the  Council  of  Safety, 
August  30**,  1776. 
SAML.  MORRISy 

Chairman. 
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MucoBiAii  Jko«  Bataed  &  B.  Fjsi£&s  to  CoUlfCUi  OF 
SAyjrrr,  1776. 

To  11m  BmhU  the  OomMQ  of  Safefy ; 

GoL  Bajard  &  Gap^  Peters^  at  the  request  of  one  of  their  Memr 
bers^  beg  Leave  to  represent 

That;  notwithstanding  great  Pains  have  been  taken  with  the  De- 
tachaient  of  Assoiiators  left  by  Oenl.  Roberdeau  for  the  Safe  gnard 
&  Protection  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  great  Confusion  &  Want 
of  Discipline  still  prevail  among  them.  The  causes  of  this  maj  be 
traced  from  many  Sources  5  but  a  principal  one  is  that  of  their 
being  but  a  temporary  Body  of  Men,  who  imagine  that  if  they  can 
but  get  thro'  the  Business  at  any  Rate  until  their  Time  shall  be 
expired;  the  public  wilt  or  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Many  of  them 
renue  to  take  Pay,  A  therefore  do  not  consider  themselves  under 
Continental  Regulations,  but  do  what  they,  choose  to  call  their  Duty 
aooording  to  their  own  Opinions  or  Passions,  &  are  under  little  or 
no  Command  of  their  Officers.  Others  make  this  Duty  a  Kind  of 
Sinecure,  &  if  they  appear  at  the  Time  their  Turn  of  mounting 
Guard  arrives,  they  think  they  comply  with  their  Engagements,  £ 
follow  their  Business  all  the  rest  of  the  Time,  whereby  the  Com- 
manding Officer  is  frequently  distress'd  when  on  a  sudden  anj 
Body  of  Men  is  to  be  raised  for  a  particular  Emergency,  &  is  also 
prevented  by  their  Non  Attendance  from  disciplining  the  Men  ag 
Military  Service  requires.  It  is  therefore  proposed  for  the  Consid- 
eration of  your  honorable  Board  that  a  Body  of  three  hundred  As- 
sotiators  be  raised  for  the  express  purpose  of  guarding  the  City,  & 
that  they  be  properly  officered  out  of  the  Officers  now  m  the  Militia^ 
&  they  do  no  other  Puty  but  as  City  Guards,  unless  in  Case  of 
Invasion  in  or  near  Philadelphia.  It  is  presumed  that  this  Body 
might  easily  be  raised,  as  there  are  many  Men  now  out  of  Business 
who  would  enter  into  this  Kind  of  Service,  &  as  they  would  be  at 
their  Home,  the  Officers  would  indulge  them  with  working  at  their 
Business  when  off  military  Duty,  the  Performance  of  whicn  at  pre- 
sent is  looked  upon  by  many  of  them  rather  as  a  Favour  than  a 
Matter  of  Obligation.  Should  the  Honble  Council  not  approve  of 
this  Measure,  which  is  conceived  to  be  the  most  eligible,  tne  Sub- 
soribevs  do  themselves  the  Ilondr  of  laying  before  you  another  Phin 
On  the  present  Footing  of  the  City  Guards,  but  acknowledge  them-' 
selves  much  at  a  Lose  bow  to  render  it  permanently  or  sat£faotorily 
useful,  viz : 

That  at  the  Expiration  of  the  present  Month  for  which  the  four 
Companies  now  on  Duty  will  remain,  to  wit,  on  the  15*^  insti^nt, 
either  the  Battallions  of  the  City  &  Liberties  should  take  it  in  Ro^ 
tati(M),  each  Battallion  furnishing  the  whole  Guard  for  a  Month  or 
six  Weeks,  or  that  each  Battallion  should  furnish  one  Company  for 
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tliat  Time,  to  comixose  the  Guards  of  the  City.  At  all  Events,  an 
Officer  under  the  Character  of  an  Adjntant  should  be  appomted, 
whose  Dutj  it  should  be  to  attend  to  the  said  Guards,  &  reduce 
them  into  Order  &  Discipline.  Should  such  an  Officer  be  thought 
necessary,  we  beg  Leave  to  recomend  Thomas  Hanson,  Adjutant  to 
the  2*  Battallion,  for  that  Purpose,  who  on  the  late  Expedition  to 
Amboy,  has  behaved  to  general  Satisfaction  as  an  excellent  Discip- 
linarian, But  as  some  of  the  Battallions  are  strong  and  others 
weak,  it  would  be  impossible  to  distribute  the  Duty  equally  in  that 
Way,  &  a  Corps  formed  of  Companies  from  different  Battallions 
have  not  that  Confidence  in,  or  will  they  pay  the  Obedience  to,  the 
Officers,  which  are  absolutely  necessary.  Beside,  the  Guards  will 
be  fluctuatiDg,  &  never  can  be,  in  the  hnmble  Opinion  of  the  Sub- 
scribers, put  upon  a  steady  &  respectable  Footing. 
PhUad*,  Sept'  2*,  1776.  JNO.  BAYARD, 

BICHARD  PETERS. 


^Parole  of  Honour,  1776. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  ss : 

We  do  hereby  promise  &  engage  upon  our  Honour  as  Gentlemen, 
that  we  will  not  ofier  any  abuse  to  each  other,  nor  provoke  one 
another  by  any  means  whatsoever,  nor  give  nor  receive  any  chal- 
lenge to  each  other,  or  fight  with  each  other  with  any  deadly  or 
desperate  weapon  whatsoever,  as  witness  our  hands,  this,  2'  day  of 
September,  1776. 

B.  M.  DeLAMARQUISIE.  HUGOUNERB. 


Joseph  Hart  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

Amboy,  September  y  2»*,  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

This  Minute  I  received  Information  from  Rob*  Patterson,  Esq', 
one  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Bucks,  that  there  was  twp 
or  Three  Companies  of  the  Third  Bat.  in  s«  County,  Commanded 
by  Collonel  Kickline,  who  do  not  Intend  to  March  forward  in  de- 
fence of  their  Country  j  and  the  matter  being  made  known  to  Gene- 
ral Dickenson,  he  advised  me  Immediately  to  Communicate  it  to 
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Too,  ihfti  yon  maj  take  saoh  Measaros  as  you  think  most  Car  the 
PafaMck  good.    I  tm,  Qentfemeny 

Tonr  most  Obedient  HmUe  Serr^ 

JOSEPH  HART. 
Directed. 
For  the  Gonndl  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania. 


Procbbdings  of  CoMHrrrBB  ov  Berks  Co.,  1776. 

In  Committee,  Beading,  September  8*,  1776. 
Upon  the  Petition  of  divers  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  praying 
that  the  Priscmers  of  War  now  here  may  be  disarmed,  and  compelled 
to  repair  to  their  respectiye  Lodgings  at  a  Seasonable  Hoar  in  the 
Svening,  &o.,  BesoWed,  that  Cap*  John  Witman,  Thomas  Wurren, 
and  Miehael  Qraos,  be  appointed  to  take  the  Fire  Arms  and  other 
offensive  Weapons  (Side  Arms  excepted),  and  Ammunition  of  the 
Prisoners  of  War  in  this  Town,  and  give  Receipts  for  them  to  be  re-* 
tamed,  agreeable  to  the  Capitulation,  And  that  they  have  Notice  to 
retire  to  Uieir  respective  L^gings  at  8  o'Glook  every  Bvening,  after 
which  Hour  it  is  expected  none  of  the  Inhabitants  will  'have  any 
Interoonrse  with  them. 

•  In  Committee,  ReadiDg,'September  4*^,  1776. 
*  Daniel  Bose,  Philip  Kremer,  and  Krauff  Hiiner,  are  appointed 
to  assist  in  disarming  the  Prisoners  of  War,  agreeable  to  the  Order 
of  Yesterday. 

In  Committee,  Beading,  September  5%  1776. 
Cap*  John  Witman,  Michael  Graus,  and  Daniel  Bose,  three  of 
the  Persons  appointed  to  coUeet  the  Fire  Arms  of  the  Prisoners  of 
War  now  in  this  Town,  informing  the  Committee  that  General  Pres> 
cot  had  refused  to  deliver  up  his  Pistols  ^tili  he  had  first  broken  and 
rendered  them  nselesa,  and  that  he  had  declared  they  acted  like 
Bobbers  in  offering  to  take  them  from  him, — ^The  General  was  sent 
for,  and  confessed  the  Charge  against  him,  alledging  that  he  thought 
himself  intiUed  to  said  Arms  by  the  Capitalation  as  a  part  of  his 
private  Property,  which  he  might  destroy  if  he  thought  proper,  and 
producing  a  Copy  of  his  Capitulation,  which  referred  to  that  of  the 
Garrison  of  St.  John's,  by  the  2'  Article  whereof  it  appears  that  the 
Hre  Arms  of  the  Officers  were  to  be  put  up  in  a  Box  and  delivered 
to  them  when  the  Disputes  between  us  and  Great  Britain  should  be 
ended.  The  Committee,  upon  due  Consideration  of  the  Conduct  of 
the  General,  do  resolve,  that  he  has  behaved  very  much  amiss  in 
breaking  and  destroying  ^is  Pistols,  and  abusing  the  Officers  of  this 
Committee,  And  that  he  be  committed  to  the  Common  Gbal'till  the 
Opinion  of  the  Council  of  Safety  be  known. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes. 

COLLINSON  BEAD,  Secretary. 
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James  Brad  to  Ooeircm,  1776. 

Reading,  September  5**,  1776. 
OeDtlemen, 

Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Committee  of  this  Town 
for  disarming  the  Prisoners  of  War  stationed  here,  and  an  Order  for 
Confining  General  Preaoot,  one  of  the  Prisonersy  fov  Conteaift  of 
the  Orders  of  the  Committee,  and  abasing  the  Persons  appointed  to 
exeonte  them,  of  which  I  am  directed  to  make  Report  to  joa> 

I  have  it  also  in  Charge  to  acquaint  yon  thai  the  IbhabitMkta  of 
the  Town  have  petiiioii^  the  Committee  for  a  Guard  to  be  kept  «a 
a  Seoority  from  any  Attempts  wfaioh  may  be  made  by  the  Priaoaeia: 
in  oar  present  defenoeleas  mtoation,  and  that  saeh  is  the  Uneasinefltt 
of  the  People  that  we  cannot  help  thinking  their  Reqnest  should  b» 
immediately  attended  to ;  but  as  the  Cammittee  have  it  not  in  their 
Powor  to  appoint  snoh  (s^uard,  unlesB  some  Providon  can  be  mido 
£er  the  Payment  &  Regnlation  of  it,  I  am  difeoted  to  request  Yon- 
in  the  meet  earnest  manner,  to  make  such  Provioon  during  the 
B/tmj  of  the  Prisoners  here,  unless  yon  shouhl  think  proper  to  .Re« 
move  them,  which  you  may  be  assured  would  give  general  Satisfius-^ 
tion  to  the  Inhabitants,  who  are  very  muob  ^alaimed  at  their  Con- 
duet. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee. 

I  am,  with  great  Respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  yery  humble 
Serv% 
JAMES  READ,  Chairman 

P.  S.^-Money  is  much  wanted  for  the  Poor  of  this  Town,  w*"^ 
may  be  sent  us  by  the  Bearer. 

Dtrectedy 

To  the  Hon"'  The  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Philadelphia. 

'^  Favour  of  M^  Isaac  Levan. ' 

*  Seo  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  X.,  p.  714. 
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T>Ammu  Bbodhiead  to ,  1776« 

Cftmp  near  Kingsbridge;  5th  Sep'r,  1776. 
Dear  STr, 

I  doubt  no(k  the  Hcm'ble  the  Convoitioii  of  tbe  Bute  of  Pettt'a, 
k  aaxioiis  4a  know  ike  state  of  the  Pnnrinaal  Troops  sinoe  the  Ba^ 
da  OB  Long  Island^  aad  as  I  have  now  ail  theP  iDformatiott  to  be 
expeeted  ooncerning  it  for  the  prasoDt,  will  nte  &em  ever j  eireofla- 
atanee  that  oeoorB  to  me.  Oa  the  26th  of  last  month,  Oen'la  Put- 
aaiiky  SulliTaii  and  others  came  to  oar  eamp  whioh  was  to  tiie  left  of 
jdl  the  other  posts  and  proceeded,  to  reoonnoitre  theeneaie's  lines  to 
the  ligkty  when  from  the^mofooMSitB  oi  the  enemj  they  might 
•plainly  disooyer  they  were  adTaneing  towards  Jamaioa,  and  extttd- 
ing  their  linea  to  the  left  so  as  to  march  round  ns,  for  onr  lines  to 
ihe  lefi|  were,  for  want  of  Yidettes,  left  open  for  at  least  four  aulas 
when  we  eonataatly  seonted  by  Day,  whkh  beade  mounting  a  Onard 
«f  one  hnndied  man  &  an  adyaaee  party  of  snbaltearn  and  thirty  to 
ihe  left  of  nS|  was  hard  Duty  for  omr  Beg't :  daring  the  night  ef 
tiie  26thy  we  were  alarmed  three  Different  times  and  stood  to  oar 
Arms.  As  soon  90  it  was  lights  Col.  Milea^  from  the  right  ef  onr 
fint,  Battv  aent  me  orders  to  follow  hnn  with  the  second^  to  the  left 
of  onr  linto;  when  I  had  marched  about  half  a  mile^  I  was  ordeiid 
«o  the  right  about  to  jcfin  Ool  Willis's  reg«  of  New  Englajid  troofs, 
bat  by  the  time  I  returned  to  the  camp,  Major  Williams  on  hone^ 
bafik,  overtook  me  with  orders  from  Col.  Miles^  to  maroh  Ohli<{aely 
&  join  him»  but  could  not  say  where  I. might  find  him ;  I  Observed 
4he  orders  and  directed  a  Subaltern  from  the  front  of  the  Baftt^ 
(which  was  matching  in  Indian  file)  with  a  small  party  to  th#  left  of 
the  Bait",  and  desired  Major  Fatten  to  send  a  Subaltern  A  small 
party  from  the  rear  to  the  right  of  the  front  of  the  Battallion, 
wUdli  he  mistook  and  took  the  one-half  of  the  Batt^  to  the  right^ 
about  two  hundred  yards,  whioh  immediately  threw  the  half  the 
Bait"  so  finr  to  the  rear  as  to  render  it  Very  dUfioult  to  join  without 
aostaining  great  loas,  for  presently  after  we  left  our  camp  we  div- 
flovered  tfie  Enemie's  horse  & -foot  to  the  number  of  four  or  five 
Thousand  in  onr  front,  and  as  we  could  discover  nothing  of  the  first 
BatiP,  the  Enemy  being  vastly  superior  to  us  in  Number,  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  the  Batt*  to  gain  a  Wood  to  the  left  and  then  formed, 
but  seeing  a  Number  of  Artillerymen  dragging  a  brass  field-piece  A 
Howit  through  a  dear  field  in  oider  to  gain  a  wood  a  little  to  the  left 
of  oar  Front,  and  knowing  the  Enemy  were  also  in  our  rear,  I  order- 
led  that  part  of  the  BattP  which  was  then  with' me,  to  preoeeed  to 
ihe  second  wood,  t  cover  the  Artillery  and  make  a  stand,  bat  the 
New  England  Beg'  aforementioned  coming  up  with  us,  and  running 
r  ihro'  our  files  broke  them,  and  in  the  confusion  many  of  our  men 
run  with  tibem.    I  did  all  in  mj  power  to  rally  the  musquetry  & 
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RifiemeD,  but  to  no  purpose,  so  that  when  we  came  to  engage  the 
Enemy,  I  had  not  fifty  men,  notwithstanding  which,  we  after  abont 
three  Bounds,  caused  the  Enemy  to  retire,  and  as  the  Enemy^a 
main  body  was  tiien  nearly  between  us  and  the  lines,  I  reta^eated  to 
the  lines,  having  lost  out  of  the  whole  Battallion,  about  one  hun- 
dred men,  officers  included,  which,  as  they  were  much  scattered, 
must  be  chiefly  prisoners;  durine  this  time,  four  or  five  Beg'ts, 
among  which  were  our  musquetry  &  flyins  Camp,  Delaware  &  luury- 
land  Beg'ts,  and  some  of  our  Riflemen  who  had  joined  them,  were 
engaged  to  the  left  of  us  and  right  of  the  Lines.  I  had  no  sooner 
f^ot  into  the  Lines  than  the  Enemy  advanced  up  to  them  and  kept  up 
a  brisk  fire  on  us,  but  only  one  man  killed  in  the  Lines }  as  soon  aa 
we  returned  the  fire  with  our  rifles  and  musquetry,  they  retreated, 
and  if  we  had  been  provided  with  a  field  piece  or  two,  of  which  we 
had  a  sufficient  number  elsewhere,  we  might  have  lolled  the  greater 
part  of  their  advance  party ;  aa  soon  as  the  Enemy  were  oeaten 
from  the  lines,  I  was  ordered  to  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a-half  to 
the  right,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  Delaware  Battallion  and  the 
other  Troops  that  might  come  over  under  the  Constant  fire  of  the 
Enemie's  field  pieoe84ind  Howits ;  here  I  remained  'till  almost  night 
before  I  was  relieved,  notwithstanding  the  Generals  there  had  a 
number  of  Reg'ts  who  were  not  engaged,  and  had  had  little  or  no 
fktigue.  Upon  the  whole,  less  Generalship  never  was  shown  in  any 
Army  since  the  Art  of  War  was  understood,  except  in  the  retreat 
from  Long  Island,  which  was  well  conducted.  No  troops  could  be- 
have better  than  the  Southern,  for  though  they  seldom  engaged  less 
than  five  to  one,  they  frequently  r^ubed  the  Enemy  with  great 
Slaughter,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  number  killed  and  wounded 
on  their  side,  is  greater  than  on  ours,  notwithstandins  we  had  to 
fight  them  front  &  rear  under  every  disadvantage.  I  understand  that 
wn.  Sullivan  has  taken  the  Liberty  to  charge  our  brave  and  good 
Col.  Miles,  with  the  ill  success  of  the  Day,  but  give  me  leave  to  say, 
that  if  Gen.  Sullivan  &  the  rest  of  the  Gen'ls  on  Long  Island,  had 
been  as  Vigilant  &  prudent  as  him,  we  might,  &  in  all  probability 
would  have  cut  ofi^  Clinton's  Brigade ;  our  officers  &  men  in  gene- 
ral, considering  the  confusion,  behaved  as  well  as  men  could  do — a 
very  few  behaved  ill,  of  which,  when  I  am  informed,  will  write  you* 
Our  men  are  getting  very  sickly  for  want  of  Blankets  and  Cloath- 
ing,^  (having  Uirown  away  those  they  had  in  the  engagement,)  which 
I  fear  they  can't  be  famisht  with  here.  Gen'l  Washington  has 
ordered  our  three  broken  Battallions  to  be  considered  as  a  regiment 
under  my  command  untill  further  Orders,  but  as  the  Assembly  and 
Committee  of  Safetv  by  them  appointed  are  now  dissolved,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  from  your  Hon' ble  House,  whether  we  are  considered 
as  Volunteers  in  this  part'  of  the  Continent,  or  as  the  Troops  of  the 
State  of  Pens'a,  subject  to  the  order  of  Convention,  and  whether  our 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.^  Vol.  X.,  p.  722. 
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Bank  is  to  be  settled  upon  a  more  respectable  footing  than  at  pceaeiii, 
for  as  it  now  stands,  a  Lieut.  Col.  oommiasioned  by  Congress  aa  of 
jeeterdajy  takes  rank  of  me  to-daj.  I  should  also  be  fflad  to  know 
whether  promotions  will  take  plaoe  and  the  Beg'ts  filled  by  Drafts 
or  recruits,  also  in  respect  of  the  exchange  of  ]&soner8,  for  we  ap- 
prehend that  Continental  Troops  will  always  be  exchanged  before  us. 
Col.  Miles  &  Col.  Piper  are  pnaoneis,  and  I  hear  are  well  treated, 
poor  Atly  I  can  hear  nothing  of.  Col.  Parry  died  like  a  Hero.  No 
allowance  has  as  yet  been  made  for  the  Lieutenant  Coil's  and  Maiors 
Table  Expenses,  in  care  of  separate  commands.  I  hope  we  shall 
be  put  upon  as  respectable  a  footing  on  that  acc't  as  the  Maryland 
officers  are,  our  present  pay  being  not  more  than  half  sufficient  to 
support  us  according  to  our  Rank  in  this  Tory  Country. . 
I  am  Dear  Sir,  in  great  Haste,  your 

most  H'ble  Senr't, 
DANIEL  BRODHBAD. 

P.  S.  The  Great  Gen'l  Putnam  oould  not^  tho'  requestedi  send 
out  one  Reg't  to  cover  our  retieat. 


John  Rbad  to  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island^  7th  Septem'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

Pleas  to  lay  the  following  peices  of  business  before  the  Hon'ble 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania. 
Via: 

The  Banks  of  this  Island  on  the  west  side  in  several  places,  is 
'wash'd  near  half  thro'  which  should  be  dubbed;  there  are  a  great 
number  of  Leaks  many  very  large  and  dangerous,  which  on  every 
high  tide  is  liable  to  Increas.  Should  the  CouncU  give  directions 
for  the  business  to  be  done,  I  beleive  I  could  get  Ditchers  for  8 — 6 
^  day  and  Barrow  men  at  something  under  that  price,  allowing  the 
wl  quantety  of  Rum  with  provesions. 

As  Messrs  Robinson  &  Worrell  are  to  be  here  to  doe  some  Car- 
penters work  for  Doctor  Dunlap,  I  should  be  glad  they  were  order'd 
to  Indose  a  Yard  in  the  Barracks  for  the  securety  of  Cord  wood  to 
be  laid  in  for  this  Station,  it  would  also  be  proper  for  me  to  know 
on  whome  I  am  to  give  Orders,  for  the  wood  to  be  purchased  as  M'. 
Nexson  is  absent  from  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with 

great  Esteam  your  Most  Obedeant, 
Humble  Serv't, 

JOHIt  REED,Com'g. 
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To  Thomafc  Wharton,  Jun'r,  Esq'r.,  President, 

To  the  Hou'ble  the  Counsel  of  Safety  for  the  gtate  of  Peno- 
sUvaneai  Philadelphia.  ^ 


Jamks  Blair  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776» 

Fort  Island,  Sept'r  12th|  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

I  this  morning  received  yonr  Resolve  of  Slst  nit.,  ordering  Poor 
men  belonging  to  the  tallies  to  be  sent  to  work  at  Mr.  James 
Wharton's  Bope  Walk  for  four  weeke,  agreeable  to  which  I  now 
send  Pnrviance  &  Canaday  belonging  to  the  Franklin.  Farley  be- 
longing to  tiiie  Ranger  went  np  this  morning  in  their  Ta«t  &  the 
other  man  Reily  is  on,  board  Capl.  Greenaway* 
I  am, 

Gent, 

Four  very  humble  Serv't, 

JAMES  BLAIR. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Gouncill  of  Safety, 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Read  to  CouNaL,  1T76. 

Fort  Island,  15th  Septem'r,  1776. 

Sir, 

Several  persons  have  spoke  to  me  about  Wood,  Wlio  can  l^nyply 
us  with  200  cords,  its  being  so  very  high  at  present  should  be  glad 
to  have  the  directions  of  the  Oouncil.  We  were  out  of  Wood  yea* 
lerday,  and  was  obleged  to  bring  a.  Flat  loaded  with  wood  to  the 
trharff.  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Biddle  to  let  me  know  oti 
who  I  am  to  give  orders  for  the  pay  there  of,  and  for  what  is  to  be 
laid  in  for  the  winter.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  yard'  to  keep 
the  wood,  at  a  spot  convenient  for  the  Boats  &  Barracks,  &o.  It  will 
likewise  be  necessary  to  have  a  cart  ftliorses  to  hall  the  wood  from 
the  whariF  to  the  wood  yard.  I  should  like  to  have  two  or  three 
LalK>iirer8  to  receive  and  cord  up  the  wood  for  the  winter,  rather 


tban  to  apply  io  tbe  offioen  tot  mp^ji  roU  ealliBf  and  oUier  doty 
prefent  them  from  work^  that  iins  rarely  they  make  i  &  BomeUmea 
not  latvra  than  k  of  tii^Itey  j  that  aiB^oying  of  Laboorera  would  be 
cheaper  in  the  end  and  more  properly  don,  aa  it  is  I  should  like  tQ 
rttaiB  William  Smith,  who  onderstanda  obrding  of  wood,  beaides  he 
is  a  good  Ditcher,  nnderstands  the  charge  of  the  duioea  and  keeping 
them  properly  in  order ;  mowing  of  the  Banks  which  ia  over  run 
with  weeos,  the  vaat  Qoantetys  of  cattle  &  sheep  that  haa  been  kept 
on  the  Island  this  summer,  has  distroyed  the  grass,  bat  left  the  weeds 
which  Kas  and  well  fowle  the  meadow  and  Banks  greatly.  Smith,  I 
have  employed  to  cut  the  weeds  down  on  the  Sanks,  as  leaveing 
them  to  grow  &  drop  tiiere  seeds  will  ruin  the  banks  next  season, 
ud  hart  the  meadow  greatly.  If  the  meadows  is  to  be  ^yen  np  to 
the  Batohers  or  yicta^er,  another  year,  they  onght  to  be  obleged  to 
mow  down  What  the  cattle  leayes,  and  this  is  what  I  want,  among 
other  things  Smith  to  do,  as  the  place  will  be  mach  benefited  there*' 
by;  had  1  the  Island  from  the  2d  ditch  on  a  reasonable  rent,  not  bo 
incommoded  by  the  people  stationed  here,  I  woold  take  care  to  haye 
it  in  good  order  again,  bat  if  neglected  as  it  haa  been,  will  sooUe 
cost  more  than  dnble  the  work  repaering,  than  if  kept  in  order,  as 
ocatxoa  requires  eyery  year. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Y<m  Moat  Obedieiit  HwmUe  Berrai^ 

JOHN  BBAD.     • 

To  Owen  Biddle,  EsqV, 

Member  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Psnnsyl- 
yania,  Markit  Street,  Philadelphia. 


CoPT  OF  Resolvb  of  ComRSSB,  17T6. 

Septem'r  16th,  17T6. 

In  Congress. 

l%at  the  appcoBtmeniti  of  all  offioen  and  fiUina  npyacaiMias^  (az« 
oept  Qei}  Officers,)  be  left  to  the  Ooyemments  of  the  seyeial  Btataa,. 
And  that  eyery  State  pnmde  Arms,  Cloathiiig,  and  ayery  Necessary 
for  its  Quota  of  Troopa  according  to  the  foregoing  Estimate. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
Copy. 

Vol.  v.— 2 
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JoHir  Bbad  to  OotiNciL,  1776. 

Fort  Island^  18th  September,  1776. 

'  The  hte  alteration  from  a  Committe  of  Safety  to  a  Council^  of 
Safety,  of  which  Mr.  Morris  tells  me  you  are  appointed  for  the  bnsi- 
nes8  of  this  Island,  I  hope  will  plead  in  excuse  for  my  troubling 
you  with  the  following  particulars;  my  General  instructions  are  to 
deliver  stores  committed  to  my  care  by  an  Order  from  the  command- 
ing officer.  Querioi  are  those  Orders  to  be  written  or  verbal,  Officers 
are  very  apt  to  send  verbal  orders  for  what  they  want,  should  I  re- 
fuse to  comply,  they  mav  be  displeased.  As  a  Barrack  master  may  - 
I  not  exercise  my  own  «fudgment  in  matters  relative  to  my  duty  and 
in  all  issuings  insist  on  Written  orders,  taking  receipt  to  whom  de- 
livered, &c. 

Last  night  Gapt.  Simmons  sent  for  the  Key  of  the  cellar  under  the 
Committee  House  to  confine  a  Prisoner  in.  I  sent  it,  tho'  against 
mv  own  Judgment,  (but  took  the  messenger's  receipt.)  Should  that 
cellar  be  turned  into  a  black-Hole  or  made  a  prison  of,  it  will  soon 
become  obnoxious  and  diffuse  a  disagreeable  smell  through  the  whole 
apartments..  Should  be  glad  to  know  on  whome  I  am  to  give  my 
orders  in  futer  for  wood  delivered  for  the  use  of  this  station. 

A  wood  yaid  is  much  wanting,  will  the  Oommitteo  for  this  bland 
be  ideas'd  to  give  orders  to  the  carpenter  that's  ooming  to  work,  to 
build  me  one  on  a  spot  conteagus  both  to  vessels  and  Barracks. 

This  Island  is  very  leaky;  many  musrat  holes  being  in  the  Banka 
ocations  it.  The  Banks  wants  mowing,  the  vast  numbers  of  catde 
&  sheep  the  Butohers  had  on  the  meadow  destroved  the  Grass  and 
left  the  weeds  standing.  Shall  I  have  the  weed  cut  down  ?  The 
Barrack  Doors  should  oe  Numbered  and  the  water-casks  should  be 
Numbered  to  each  Barrack,  that  should  the  troops  or  others  inhabit- 
ing the  Barrack  Booms  suffer  them  to  fall  to  pieces,  that  roome  or* 
aoldiers  in  it,  should  be  put  under  stopages  to  repair  s^  casks. 

The  Gutters  of  the  Committee  house  should  have  been  painted 
and  the  cracks  9topt  wttfa  Puttee,  and  Painted,  two  or  three  times 
after  its  being  stop't  with  Puttey,  &c.,  if  that  is  not  done  before  the 
winter  sets  in,  the  House  may  be  greatly  damaged  by  rain,  &c. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Claypole,  who  would  be  very, 
ready  to  serve  you  in  Painting  the  Gutters  and  Numbering  the  Doors, 
aid  in  partiouhr  in  mencBng  a  Number  of  Winddws  as  many  Pains 
are  broken. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  your  most 

Humble  Servant^ 

JOHN  BEAD  * 
Directed.  » 

To  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq'r,  I'hiladelphia. 
%)'  favour  of  Mr.  James  Glaypoole. 

*  See  Colon.  Boo.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  658. 
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Council  of  Sapbty  to  Bbnj.  Flowjbb,  1776* 

In  Coandl  of  Salbiy. 

Pbilada.,  Septem'r  ISA,  1776. 
Kr, 

I  baye  it  in  charge  iVoin  this  board  to  aoqnaint  yon  thai  oomr 
phiota  bava  been  nuide  to  na  that  the  AmmnnitioD  acDt  to  the  Fly*** 
log  Camp  has  been  greati  j  aqnaodered  and  waated  thnmsb  the  negli** 
gMioe  of  acme  of  the  Officexa,  who  have  the  care  of  it  Aa  on? 
supply  of  ammunition  is  very  preoarioua,  A,  tba  sueoeas  of  oor  pre^ 
aaak  strngglea  mvat  greally  depend  en  a  earefull  use  of  it,  wia  tbere- 
leie  think  it  owr  indispensable  duty  to  gite  yon  this  eaotion^  in  oidev 
that  piopar  eare  may  be  taken  therein. 

By  Order  of  Oomieil. 

Directed. 
L*  Benj.  Flowers,  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Flying  Camp. 


Patbick  Akdirson  to  CouirciL,  1776. 

Camp  above  Eingsbridge,  Sept.  S^nd^  1776. 
Honoured  Sir, 

My  Zeal  for  the  Great  Cause  &  the  Difficulties  I  have  Lately  En- 
oonnt^redi  together  with  our  present  shattered  condition  &  my  want 
of  Instructions  from  the  Honourable  the  Convention  or  Counoily 
over  which  you  preaide,  BelaUvo  to  my  future  eonduet,  Oblidges  me 
to  trouble  your  Honour  with  the  following  accounts  and  BequestS| 
and  therefore  shall  submit  the  following  particulars  to  your  Consi- 
deration. 

Immediately  after  our  Defeat  on  Long  Island  the  command  of  the 
musquetry  Battalllon  Devolved  on  me.  I  found  the  number  of  men 
remaining  fit  for  Duty  to  be  about  200,  but  the  most  of  their  JBag* 
gage  A  some  Even  of  their  arms  and  acodutrements  Lost,  &  having 
no  field  officers  Left^  applyed  to  Lt.  CoL  Broadhead  for  his  advice 
&  aasistanoe;  soon  after  he  informed  me  the  General  ordered  him  to 
annex  our  Battallion  to  the  Riffle  Bee^  which  I  at  that  time  Com- 
plied with  in  Expectation  of  further  instructions  from  the  Conven- 
tion or  Coutieil  of  Safety,  as  Coll.  Broadhead  wrote  you  concerning 
it,  Want  of  Necessarys  Sewered  the  men's  'minds.  De^encys  in 
their  Stipulated  Bations  hath  Increased  it,  &  Neglect  of  punctual 

Ey*  of  their  pay,  hath  Caused  their  meeting  &  Desert  in  Great  num* 
rsy^th  arms,  &o.,  So  that  there  is  now  only  soavoe  Bighty-three 
Bemaining,  &  they  still  think  if  they  are  taken  piiaonexB  they  will 
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not  be  Exchanged  while  anj  priBoner^  from  the  Continental  anny  k 
in  the  Boemy'e  hands.  • 

2.  The  foregoing  will  neoessarylj  shew  onr  present  condition. 

3.  Your  Honour  will  hemby  peroeiTe  that  the  utmost  Exertions 
are  necessary  to  bring  the  men  to  their  Duty,  Therefore  I^  with  Ool. 
Broadhead's  permission  have  sent  Lieut.  Lang,  after"  the  Deserters, 
he  being  a  Gentleman  in  whom  I  can  fully  confide,  both  for  his 
abilitys  &  faithfulness,  k  who,  from  his  knowledge  of  military  Dudes 
&  of  the  state  of  our  troops,  &  having  been  continaally  aetiTe  in  all 
our  movements,  can  fuly  Inform  your  Honour  of  Every  particular 
yon  may  think  proper  to  Enquire  after.  Also,  Gapt"  DehmfF  will 
farther  inform  on  his  arrival. 

I  would  therefore  wish  to  know  what  forther  orders  you  may  think 
proper  to  Issue  &  shall  chearfuHy  Obey,  k  if  you  see  ooase  to  ve- 
cruit  the  Battaliion,  Shall  Recommend  several  £or  promotipn  of 
whose  Good  behaviour  &  courage  I  have  undoubted  proofs,  Both  in 
Long  Island  &  Elsewhere. 

I  am  Hon*^  Sir,  your  most  obed't  servH, 

PATRICK  ANDERSON,  Cap*,  ' 
P.  B.  M. 

Directed. 
To  the  Honourable  Beniamin  Franklin, ' 

President  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
At  Philadelphia. 


ROBBKT  MOBEIS  TO   CoUKCIIi  ov  S.,  1776. 

niikd'a,  Sept  24th,  1776. 
QentP, 

The  ship  Betsey,  Cap.  Stevens,  being  in  the  Service  of  the  Contin 
sent,  We  request  you  will  grant  permission  for  a  good  Pilot  to  carry, 
her  down  the  Bay  &  due  care  will  be  taken  that  he  does  not  fiJl 
into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy. 

By  order  of  the  Secret  Committee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Gent*, 

Your  obed^  h'ble  Serv't^ 

BOBT.  MORRIS. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Honorable, 

The  Oonnoil  of  Safety. 
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Lbwi»  Nicom  10  Ck>racm  1776- 

September  24th,  1776. 

I  beg  the  favour  yoa  will  aoqaaint  the  Council  that  I  have  ^ne 
my  best  endeaTom  to  prooore  straw  for  the  marinety  bttt  oaanot  got 
any,  sooner  than  the  end  of  this  week  as  the  country  people  hate 
been  k  are  still  so  employed  in  seeding  their  lands,  they  have  not 
had  time  to  thrashi  neither  will  it  be  m  my  power  to  get  the  bed 
cases  made,  &  other  necessaries  provided  before  that  time.  Major 
Nichols  apprehensive  the  council  may  blame  him  has  desired  me  to 
give  them  this  informatipn. 
I  ami  Sir, 

Your  Bost  obed 

Serr*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Dtrecteitf 
'  To  the  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 


DaKibXi  Brodhsad  to  OoRTnTiON,  1776* 

Oamp  near  Bead  Quarters,  Sep*^  28Mr,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  am  flony  I  have  not  been  happy  enough  to  have  the  receipt  of 
my  Letter  to  you  aeknowledged  by  an  answer.  By  the  Gen>  orders 
an  officer  is  to  be  seiil  from  eaeh  Reg*  to  provide  Gloathinff  suitable 
for  the  Winter,  &  as  we  haive  ree^  none  for  the  three  Batt'nsi  esne* 
eiallv  Coats  &  Jackets  I  have  desured  Major  WUHtms  to  go  to  fiii- 
ladelphia,  and  if  Possible  see  those  necessary  articles  forwarded,  and 
he  will  wait  upon  you  with  this.  It  seems  there  are  to  be  no  more 
Provincial  Troops,  so  that  we  shall  probably  be  disbanded.  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  your  Sentiments  about  it,  for  if  this  should  be  the 
casC;  those  of  the  Provincial  Offioert  who  choose  to  go  into  the  Con- 
tinental Service,  may  have  an  opportunity  to  apply  to  Congress  in 
time. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  Begard  & 

Bsteem,  your  most  obed't, 

H'ble  Serv't, 
DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed, 
Oeorge  Ross,  Esquire, 

Tice  President  of  the  Convention  for  Pemnlvania. 
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iPBTITIOlr  OF  OUHBBRLANB  Oo«,  N.  J.,  TO  THS  COHMTTTBB 

.    iroB  THB  City  and  Libbrties  of  Philadelphia.  1776. 

To  the  honorable  the  Committee  for  the  City  &  Liberties  of  Phila- 
4elphui. 

The  Committee  for  the  County  of  Cumberland^  in  the  Province 
of  New  Jersey,  beg  leave  to  represent. 

That  the  good  people  of  this  Connty,  forseeing  the  Consequences 
of  the  present  System  of  Administration  with  respect  to  the  Colo- 
nies, have  early  stood  forth  in  the  cause  of  Liberty,  and  exerted 
themselves  in  learning  the  Militar^r  Art,  and  furnishing  themseives 
with  Arms  for  the  defence  of  their  Coantry5  but  unhappily  for  them, 
thro'  the  great  scarcity  of  Powder,  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
furnish  themselves  with  that  neoesBary  article,  without  which,  all 
their  Military  prepiuiations  will  be  of  no  avail,  and  their  arms  must 
remain  with  them  an  useless  incumbrance,  nay,  must  even  expose 
them  to  greater  insults  from  the  hand  of  Tyranny.  Impressed  with 
a  sense  of  these  things,  and  considering  how  much  we  lie  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  ministerial  robbers,  and  finding  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Ammunition  among  us  to  defend  ourselveSi 
(should  they  make  an  incursion  upon  us,)  until  such  time  as  we 
oould  be  supplied  from  your  City,  we  therefore  earnestly  request  you, 
(if  in  your  tK>wer)  to  fiunish  us,  (if  not- with  a  full  supply,)  with  at 
least  a  small  quantity  to  ease  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  enable 
us  to  defend  ourselves  and  our  property,  in  case  of  any  emergency ; 
you  may  safely  rely  on  our  taking  every  necessary  precaution  to  pre* 
vent  its  being  destroyed,  wasted,  of  lued  for  any  other  purpose  than 
the  support  of  the  common  cause. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

THOMAS  HARRIS,  CKairman. 
Sepfr  80th,  1776. 

•  Directed, 

To  the  hon'ble  Committee  of- Philadelphia. 


Pat  of  the  Armed  Boats  per  Month,  1776. 

Pay  of  the  Armed  Boats  ^  month,  to  Commence  from  Oct'r  1, 1776. 

Captain, 

1st  Lieutenant, 

2d  Lieutenant, 

Captain's  Clerk, 

Boatswain, 

Gunner, 


32  Dollars 

Carpenter, 

15  Dollars 

20    do. 

Steward, 

12    do. 

16    do. 

Cook, 

9    do. 

12    do. 

Drum  &  fife, 

8     do. 

15    do. 

Privates, 

8    do.' 

15    do. 

Boys, 

4    do. 
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Btttarjt, 


Maatar, 

16 

Huter'a  Mate, 

12 

Qunner'a  Mate, 

9 

Carpenter's  Mate, 

9 

Bmtawain'a  Mate, 

9 

Qa'Maater, 

8 

Carpenter's  Teoman, 

Q»  Qonner, 

8 

GenmoAon, 

60 

Doetw 

26f 

Mate, 

15 

Pilot, 

Midshipman, 

12 

■Armorer, 

9 

Master  of  Alarms, 

10 

Boatswain's  Teoman. 

Rich'd  Soger  to  R.  Mobbis,  1776. 

York  Town  Jail,  OctoVr  2d,  1T16. 
Sir, 

In  Conformity  to  the  Besolntion  of  Gongresafor  the  allowanee  for 
C^cen  who  are  Priaoners,  I  directed  Mr.  Gkaybel,  the  Ooaler  of 
York  Town,  after  paying  him  the  over  plus  of  hia  Bill  for  Mr.  Ball 
and  myself  to  oall  npon  the  Committee  of  this  place,  who  retnm'd 
for  answer  that  they  had  no  directions  in  the  case.  I  shall  therefore 
be  oblig'd  to  yon  to  regulate  this  matter  with  the  Committee  of 
York  Town  in  such  a  way  that  payment  may  be  made  to  the  Land* 
lords  here,  as  it  will  be  inconvenient  for  them  to  wait  on  the  Congress. 
As  I  never  before  found  any  Difficulty  in  getting  this  matter  settled, 
the  Committee  at  Oermantown  ready ly  paying  it,  I  have  now  to  apo- 
logise to  you  for  the  trouble  offered  to  you,  which  this  new  Circum« 
stanoe  has  occasioned. 

I  am.  Sir, 
•  With  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedient, 

and  most  Humble  servant, 
RICH'D  BOGER. 

Dirtcied. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq**,  in  Congress. 


Lt.  Coil.  Wm.  Baxtbb  to  Council,  1776. 

Bucks  County,  Neshamoney,  October  2th,  1776. 
Qentelmea, 

Noe  Doubt  you  have  beard  of  an  Election  ben  held  yesterd^  by 
the  torey  partey  at  Nuetown  in  this  County,  the  Bearer,  Gapt" 
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Sem^Ui  I  have  sent  M  inlbrm  you  of  what  he  knows  ooM9niinj[ 
the  iSetiXf  as  he  was  at  the  Sleotion.  • 

From  7"  tnosib  Obed^  Hubble 
Serv*, 
WIl4liIAM  BAXTER,  L*.  Cot. 

To  the  Oooncel  of  Saftej;  in  Philadelphia. 


for  Backs. 

C  rWiUMiAkiiKii,  a  (  Will.  Linton, 

I  I  John  Story,  g  -I  Tho.  Boss, 

&1  JameftShaWy  5  (.Wm.  Atkinson. 
S  (^Thos.  Smith. 

Sam.  Bikh  J^eriff. 

Wm.  Biles  dispersed  Tickets. 
Hicks  proposed  the  plan. 

John  Browtti  Wm.  BodmaUj 

Beaj.  Chapman. 
John  WindaVi  Gletk  of  the  Goort  made  proelamatioo. 

JHrecUd. 
To  th*  Coimeel  of  Bafetj  for  the  State  of  PensilTaniii, 


CouKOiL  TO  Hbhby  Wynkoop,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Philad*,  8d  Oct  1776. 
Sir, 

We  are  Informed  that  some  evil  minded  persons,  disabled  to 
the  present  QoTemment,  have  attempted  to  prevent  its  Establish- 
ment, by  supportinff  the  late  Oovemment  under  the  Authority  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  for  w^  purpose  they  have  proeeeded  to 
an  Eleetion  pf  Bepresentatives  under  the  said  authority,  in  Contempt 
and  defianoe  of  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thisState.  As 
suoh  a  Measure,  if  earned  into  Execution,  cannot  fail  to  defSat  this 
virtuous  Opposition  to  the  Tyranny  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
it  behoves  us  to  take  Effectual  Measures  to  punish  sueh  eonttimA- 
dona  Offenders  against  this  State.  You  ara  therefore  desired  to 
make  enquiry  ooaoeming  the  Said  ElectioB,  &  of  4iie  persons  who 
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are  prindpallir  oonoern'd  therein^  ft  oommimioate  the  nme  to  ihis 
Board  aa  1m)6iI  %b  yon  xxnxrmeMj  oaa. 

^y  order  of  Ifae  Oonnoil. 


Direeied, 
(Copy.) 
To  Henry  Wynkoopi  Esq'. 


MiJOE  THOlUfl  PaOOTOK  TQ  CoUNCIIiy  1776« 

Philadelpliiay  Oct,  8d|  1T76.  . 
OeatleaBeii, 

As  the  second  GoiQp^y  of  Artillery  whiok  Z  was  direoted  to 
raiae  for  this  pMvinoe  ia  nearly  Oonpleaf  d,  Oonoeire  Ike  Neeeaa^ 
of  your  appointing  such  Gentlemen  as  yon  anagr  think  jBOft  worthy 
to  fill  the  Btation  of  Officers  in  s*  Comp'y^  In  order  they  may  t^e 
sooner  become  acquainted  with  their  Duty  and  their  men.  A^d  aa 
it  will  always  reflect  Honour  on  the  Core,  and  greatly  emulate  the 
soldiery  to  Exoell  by  Ghuseing  such  Men,  for  promotion,  who  haTe 
supported  a  becoming  GharaoTiBr  in  the  Army ;  Beg  leaTC  to  offer 
the  following.  Gentlemen  for  yonr  aooeptance,  iMsing  well  acquainted 
with  their  Uenera)  conduct  believe  they  have  penonal  Conrage, 
yiz.^  Mr.  William  Fergusson,  Mr.  Paf  k  Duffy,  Mr.  Chaa.  Tumbull| 
My.  ttobi.  MeOoMeU.  They  oan  be  ffintiib\y  recommended  by 
reputable  Cityzans  if  required.  Thepromotion  of  Lieutenants  Stv^ 
hnoky  Couitnay  ft  Prootor,  besyour  Honours  to  take  into  Gonsidera* 
lion,  and  iitbe  Number  of  Artillerymen  are  appointed  to  be  Detach'd 
to  Qenej:al  Wi^in^n,  jshou'd  be  proud  to  receive  my  Orders  <ifn 
the  Occasioo, 

I  ipk,  Ciientkm^, 

Your  Honoim'  > 

Notft  H%te  Seraant, 

THOS.  PHOOTOB.*. 

To  the  Honourable  Gounciil  of  Safety,  Philadelphiiu 
•  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  X.,  p.  742.    Boreral  of  them  were  appointed. 
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Council  to  Brig.  Gkbt,  McKinlky,  1776. 

In  Council  if  Safety,  Oct'  5th,  1775. 
Qen.  Jno.  McEinley,  Wilmington : 

Sir, 

The  Troops  belonging  to  this  State  in  the  Continental  Serrioe 
being  in  great  Want  of  Warm  Cloathing,  the  Connoil,  after  takinjg 
the  necessary  Steps  to  proonre  from  the  Different  Counties  in  this 
State  all  the  Coarse  Cloths,  Blankets  &  Stocking  that  can  be  had, 
were  Informed  that  a  quantity  may  be  obtained  with  you,  the 
Council  knowing  your  attachment  to  the  American  oanse  took  the 
lib/erty  earnestly  to  request  yon  would  undertake  this  Business  for 
them  by  appointing  proper  persons  in  the  different  parts  of  your 
State  to  purchase  Coarse  Cloths,  Blankets,  Worsted  or  Yan  Stooh- 
dkigB  k  Cdarae  LineiK.  Should  there  be  a  prdspect  of  SuocesSy  the 
'GoHEoil  wiU  Immediately  furnish  you  with  a  proper  Sum  of  money 
for  the  pBrpoee,  or  pay  ^U  such  Drafts  as  you  may  make  upon  them. 

Directed f 
To  Brigadier  Getf  McKinley,  Wilmington,  Oct.  6th,  177«.* 


Major  Ehsioh  Williams  to  Council^  1776, 

Philad«,  Saturday  Horning,  Oetober  5tii,  1779. 
'Sir, 

Colonel  Broadhead's  Letter,  wrote  some  time  since,  indosioff  the 
.'  Beturns  of  the  three  Batalions,  &c.,  I  observe  by  the  Minutes  of  the 
Convention  has  been  laid  before  them,  which  Letter  has  not  yet 
been  answered,  which  the  Colonel  at  present  is  at  a  Loss  to  know 
the  reason  of.  The  Colonel  also  wrote  a  Letter  by  me  to  Colonel 
George  Boss,  Esquiro,  Vice  Presktont  of  the  Convention.  The  Care 
and  Direction  of  these  three  Batalions  being  roferr'd  to  the  Council 
of  SiJotj,  it  no  doubt  will  be  Necessary  that  all  these  Papers  should 
be  laid  before  you  Immediately  for  your  Consideration.  I  have 
been  confined  to  my  Bed  these  2  days,  or  I  should  haye  waited  on 
you  myself.   . 

I  am  your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
Directed^ 

Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire, 
Pres'ent  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  748. 
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Hajob  Ennion  Wiliums  to  Council,  1776. 

Monday  MoniiDg,  OolF  7t^>  1T7S. 
Sir, 

-  I  here  iDoIose  a  Betani  of  the  Clothing,  Ao.,  of  the  three  Pennr 
Batalionsy  for  the  inepeotion  of  your  H'ble  Boiffd  now  sitting. 

A  Liet  of  the  Cape  Coats,  &o.,  lately  sent,  has  not  yet  oome  to  mf 
Hand,  they  are  therefore,  not  inelnded  in  this  Betnm. 

In  yoar  List  of  Articles  sent  forward  last  August  or  bMinninff  <ff 
September,,  you  no  Doubt  will  have  a  lai|;e  C^antity  ox  Blanket 
not  ^ooonnted  for  in  this  Betum }  the  Beason  of  wUoh  is,  tha4  ^ 
large  Parcel,  (I  belicTe  2  Bales,)  of  Blankets  were  forwarded  froyi 
Amboy,  by  Col.  Biddle  to  Fort  Constitution ;  and  Col.  Brodhe«i 
was  informed,  that  there,  through  Mistake  of  the  assist*  Dy  Qr..M.  0. 
they  were  open'd  and  distributed  to  the  Flying  Camp^  ao  thiat  our 
suffering  Troops  did  not  receive  any  of  that  Parcel. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem^ 
Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Serrant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Brodhead  would  be  ^ad  to  know,  whether  the 
Ckths  remaining,  belonging  to  those  soldiers  missing  on  Long  Island, 
are  to  be  apprais'd  and  deliyered  to  the  Troops  pi  Camp,  Or  wbit 
other  Measure  the  Couneil  of  Safety  ohnae  to  order. 

Bn.  W. 

Direetedf 
Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire, 

President  of  the  H'ble  The  Couneil  of  Safety,  Preset 
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As  Account  of  Cankon  Cast  at  Bbading  and  Wabwick 

FUBNACBS,   1776. 

An  Mooant  of  Cannon  oast  at  An  accoant  of  Cannon  eaat  «t 
Warwick  Fornaoe  for  the  State  Beading  Furnace  for  the  State 
«f  i^oM^lvMtia.  of  Pensjlvania. 

f    WalghtorKMb  VdghtofKKh    f  WaightofSMh  Vd^toflMh 

T.    C.  qr.  ft.  T.  C.  qr.  ft.  12        1  10  14 

IS  1    8    8  14  12        1  10  14 

.18  1  15  18  I  14    2  14 

12  1    8    3  14  18  2    3        14 

18  1  15    3         18  1  IS    3 

14  1    8    2  18  1  18  1    14 

18  1  15    8         18  1  13    8  14 

18  2  18  2    9    3  14 

12  1    9 

1«  1    9  ft  No. 

18  -^    1  1«    2  14  12   2   8  1      11    8    2  14 

18  2         27186 11    «2  14 

18  2  ___^______ 

18  2    13  14    8    8  14  W  Total. 

18        ,  2  ftNo. : 

12    1    g    2  12   6        Not  weighted, 

18  2  14    18  18  Do. 

18  2  2 

12    1    «    1 

12    1    9    S 

14    1    9    1    7  T«»»^> 

18  2         2 

'^    1    *  /         82  cannon. 

18  2  1  (  oa 

18  2  1  14 


ft  No. 
12  10 

^4  10    8  .  7  27  10      21  The   ToUl  eaat  at  Warwick  & 

07  in        oi Reading  Fomaoes. 

^1   ^^  •^A  Fonnden.       Numfcn. 

12  81 


42    IWt.  Total.  18  61 


12  18    Not  weighed.  92  cannon. 

18  28  Bo. 


ft 
^**^    I  48    87 


60  cannon. 
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RoBsn  Skith  to  Ooitkoil,  1776. 

OdUdemeti : 

As  I  have  oeaMiOQ  fer  «  forUiar  Biipplj  of  mOMj,  it  »qr  boI  he 
improper  to  inform  you  how  I  am  going  on.  We  are  floorin|^  Baiae- 
ing,  meeinff  &  Launching  off  the  frames  fife  for  Mr.  Morris  to  carrev 
of  in  order  for  sinking.  1  expect  to  finish  this  part  of  buseness  if 
the  weather  be  favourable  about  the  middle  of  the  next  month.  1 
have  expended  all  the  money  which  I  rec'd  and  something  oonside- 
raMe  over  and  aboTe^  ot  due  to  the  Workmen  which  is  one  and  the 
samoy  I  mean  in  Building  Shades  for  ourselTea  aiMi  BarradH  mi  the 
fort  hill|  together  with  the  OhoTaux  do  friie,  &o.y  for  wa^^  prori- 
sionsy  Bum  and  sundry  materials  besides  what  Mr.  Morris  has  i>ro« 
Tided*  I  therefore  desire,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
they  ^I  order  Joseph  Gasson  to  receive  for  my  acco*  to  cafrey  on 
this  bnaeness  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred. 
I  am  QentlemePj  your, 

most  Obed*  humble  Serv*, 

BOBT.  SMITH. 

Bellengsport^  Oct'r  8th,  1776. 

Directed'^   • 
To  the  Gouucel  of  Safetv. 

1^  iavor  Mr.  Joiieph  Casson. 


If  ILMAM  BltOWN  TO  CWNCIL,  17T6. 

Sir, 

I  hope  you  will' pardon  my  freedom,  and  not  Imaeine  that  I  in  the 
least  presume  to  dictato  to  you  or  any  Member  of  your  Honorable 
Body,  buttF^Bfted  bgr  Ss;piQrftenoe  jand  my  Inclination  of  Serving 
themUicki'beff  leave  to  propose  to  you  a  method  which  I  apprehend 
would  be  attonded  with  much  Benifit  to  the  State  in  Oenendaadiay 
people  in  particular.  Tho'  I  am  provided  with  as  sober  and  ordarly 
a  &)mpany  of  men  as  perhaps  any  in  the  Service,  y^t  with  great 
Concern  I  observe  they  make  no  ProvislotL  against  the  Inclemency 
of  Ae  approaohin|;  season,  wherefore  I  would  request  that  your 
Honorable  Board,  if  to  them  it  appeared  proper  or  necessary,  would 
order  them  such  Gloathing  and  Bedding  as  the  severity  of  the  winter 
season  might  Demand,  and  cause  the  sum  of  Twenty  or  Twenty-five 
shillings  to  be  deducted  from  their  Wages  monthly,  untill  the  whole 
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Ezpenoe  be  defrayed.  I  would  give  orders  therefor  myaelfi  bat  am 
unwilling  to  give  mj  people  umbrage  bj  any  Imioration  in  their 
payment,  and  am  assured  they  would  with  Gratitude  acknowledge 
that  you  had  conferred  a  FaTOur  upon  them  by  compeling  them  to 
be  provident,  and  prevent  me  from  seeing  a  Number  of  hearty,  iBrave 
'ftllowB  ciilled  with  Cold  and  rendered  unfitt  for  present  or  ftiture 
fiervioe. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  much  Obliged, 

hum'e  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  BBOWN.  : 
Pkikd«,9  0otlf,1776. 

Directed. 
To  Thoa.  Wharton, Jun.,  Esq', 
Preddent  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  StaCe  of  Penvi^lvani*. 


Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  to  Council,  1776. 

Friday,  Oct.  11, 1776. 
Sir, 

The  oonffress  have  ordered  the  board  of  war  to  confer  with  a  eom- 
mittee  of  we  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvanhi  ^agreeable  to  their 
request)  upon  the  propriety  of  having  a  few  Battallions  stationed  in 
or  near  this  city.  The  board  of  war  will  set.thb  morning  at  9 
o'clock  at  the  war  office,  at  which  time  &  place  they  expect  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  your  committee.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
council  that  soeb  information  was  given  yeaterAiy  in  Congreas 
respecting  the  designs  of  our  enemies  against  this  city,  as  makes  the 
delay  of  a  single  day,  or  even  an  hour,  dangerous. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

with  great  respect| 

your  most  humble  Sesvant, 

B.  RUSH. 
Detected, 

The  Honb'«  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq', 

'President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 


CoxmetL  10  Robbbt  Couuub,  1770. 

Sir. 

Philad*,  11th  Ootob,  1776. 
Sir, 

Tk»  CoQDoil  of  Safely  for  tha  Stete  of  Pernvjlvaiua  etnumtlr 
DMIiiesi  yoo  to  ky  aaicle  all  other  bnainott,  that  you  jnay  diapatob 
the  Largo  obain  ban  w*^  Mr.  Petor  Brown  of  this  City  has  bespoke 
of  yon,  the  Coaneil  will  Biako  yoo  a  reasonable  sompensation  for  any 
iisadvaoUgaB  yon  may  snstain  by  it ;  Mr.  Brown  assnios  ns  that  yon 
will  exkert  your  best  endeavoun.to  forward  it,  and  we  hope  yoa 
will  not  disappoint  those  ezpeotations.  / 

Ton?  eomplianoe  will  greatly  promote  the  pnblio  Seryiooj  and  a 
few  lines  in  answer  oblige  y%  £o. 

By  order  of  the  ConndL 

Please  to  send  down  immediately  such  parts  as  are  done. 

ikrected. 
To  Bobert  Coleman. 


Major  Enkion  Willums  to  Couhcil^  1776. 

y  Morning,  11  ( 
Oot.24,1776. 


Xhursdayjtf orningyll  o'clock, ) 


Gentlemen, 

I  am  this  Moment  informed  by  Captain  D^hnff,  who  is  jost  aniv'd 
in  Town,  that  Captain  Irwin  has  oonoluded  to  enter  into  the  Conti- 
nental Serrioe,  he  is  retnm'd  in  the  List  for  Protinolals. 

It  will  therefore  be  neoessary  to  appoint  two  Captains  to  oompleat 
the  Proyineial  Batalion. 
lam, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Serrant^ 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
Direeted, 
The  Honcnble  the  Oonnoil  of  Safety. 


u         pmmnN AXIL  AKomvBa  vm. 

CoMAtrxfi^  tw  Nnr  Yosx  to  Coraai^  1776. 

State  of  New  York,     1 
RshkUl,  Oct'  11, 1776.  J 
OentlemeUi 

I  am  directed  br  tlie  Ootnmittee,  appointed  by  the  Oon^^eiiliaQ  of 
tbii  State  for  enqtdring  Into,  detecting  and  deftatlng  mil  OooflpfamBte 
fonned  in  tbe  State  of  New  Tork  against  tbe  Libettiea  jof  Aaoefio*, 
to  inform  you  tbat  they  bare  sent  into  yovir  State  thirly4iffee 
Pfiaonere,  moat  of  wbom  are  charged  with  treaaooiftble  Practieee 
againat  the  State,  and  tbe  otbers  too  Dangerooa  to  be  aaflared  to 
remain  within  the  same,  in  its  present  critical  Situation. 
'  Tbia  Oonimittee  .lament  tbe  neceasfty  which  obl^ea  tiiem  to 
trouble  their  sister  State  with  PcTBona  el  this  stanap^  bot,  thoy 
trust  that  the  feov^Uar  aad  danferoua  Situation  which  the  State  of 
New  York  is  in  at  present  will  apologize  for  a  Measure  dictated  by 
the  most  cruel  neceesity. 

'  I  shall  forbear  to  enlarge  on  this  Subject,  referring  your  }ionorable 
Body  for  farther  Information  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  con- 
tinental Congress. 

In  full  Confidence  that  the  usual  Zeal  which  the  State  of  Penail- 
yania  has  always  shewn  to  promote  the  public  Cause,  will  be  extended 
to  this  suffering  State. 

I  \m»  tbfl  Honor  to  lia^ 

with  Respect^  Oentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  humble  Senraat| 

WM.  DUERy  Ohaiman. 

M  Directed, 

T#  the  Hoii^>«  tbo  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania, 
Philadelphia. 


Major  Patton  to  Council,  1776. 

fork  Island,  near 
13th  Oct',  1776. 


Oamp  on  York  Idand,  n^r  Head  Q",  ) 


Sir, 

The  indisposition  of  Colenel  BfiodheadvOblig^  him  to  gO'tp  the 
Jerseys,  in  order  to  recover  his  health.  Before  he  went  away  he 
desired  I  would  (agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  the  5th  Instant*)  apply  to  the  officers  of  our  three  Provincial  Bat- 
talions, to  know  which  of  tfaem  wou'd  Servcp  in  the  Continental  or 
Provincial  Service  on  the  new  Establishment.    I  accordingly  applied 

»  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  X.  p.  748. 
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to  laeh  p£  ibem  as  are  preaenty  and  have  Inoloecd  yon  Lists  of  those 
tiiak  belong  to  ea^  Battalion,  with  their  Kaftk,  and  i^qiioslto  to  their 
names  have  set  down  whieh  Ser?ioe  thej  are  disposed  to  serve  in. 

OoL  Brodhead  did  not  tell  me  vhieh  he  would  Serve  in,  and 
Major  Williams  is  now  in  Philadelphia ;  I  suppose  he  has  informed 
the  Council  of  Safety  which  he  is  inclined  to  be  with.  But  a^ 
seniority  entitles  the  senior  officers  to  have  their  Choice,  and  wfiiob 
to  accept  of^  and  my  superiors  not  yet  haying  made  UieirB,  that  with 
some  private  matters  of  my  own,  prevents  my  being  able  to  give  an 
answer  on  that  Head  before  I  come  to  Philadelphia, 
lami 
With  very  great  respect,  Sir^i 

Tour  most  Oblig^  H'ble  SenS 

JNO.  PATTON. 

I  beg  you  will  lay  the  Inclosed  appHeationa  before  the  Hon'Ue 
the  Council  of  Safety,  they  are  from  persons  very  deserving  of  what 
they  apply  lor,  being  good  soldiers  &  behaved  well  on  Long  IskdL 

Dkeetad. 
Owen  Biddle,  Esq%  PUladelpbia. 


COUNQIL  TO  BBXe.  GflN.  MlBGSB,  1776* 

Ia  Ckmnqil  of  Safety  ib?  the  State  of  Penn*. 

Philad'a,  October  14th,  1776. 
Sir, 

The  F^bability  of  this  State  being  invaded  renders  it  neoessaij 
for  us  to  take  effectiial  means  for  our  Defence.  We  therefor  send 
for  three  of  thesix  Brass  Keld  ^eoise  belringMig  to 
this  State  now  at  Amboy,  together  wkh  all  their  Stores,  jroa  wIB 
see  the  Necessitv  of  this  measure  and  fbrwsrd  the  servioa  all  in  their 
Power.    By  order  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Beflpeet, 

Sir,  Tour  very  Humble  Serv*, 

T.  W.,  President 

Directed, 
Brig'  General  Heioer. 
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OoiTNoiL  09  Safbtt  TO  Hbnry  Fibhsr,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety.  . 

Philadelphia,  October  14th,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  aoooants  this  day  received  from  Amboy,  we  are  informed  that 
the  Enemy  have  embarked  at  Staten  Island,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  they  are  coming  round  to  this  place. 

The  Council  therefore  direct  that  you  keep  a  vigilant  look  out&  do 
Older  you  to  send  two  fast  sailing  Boats  in  Company,  to  look  out 
from  the  Eastward  of  our  Capes  as  far  as  Egg  Harbour  in  order  to 
gain  the  earliest  Intelligence  of  the  approach  of  the  Enemy.  Upon 
their  diaooveriog  any  fleet  bound  towards  our  Capes,  one  of  the  Boats 
is  to  put  into  Egg  Harbour  &  send  an  Express  to  us  by  Land,  and 
the  other  Boat  is  to  give  intelligence  to  you.  Upon,  your  receiving 
any  certain  Intelligence  in  this  way  or  by  the  appearance  of  the 
Enemy,  You  are  Immediately  to  give  the  Allarm  by  the  Ouns  k 
Signab  as  formerly  directed  by  the  late  Honorable  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  send  off  Expresses  by  Land  as  frequently  as  &ny  new 
appearance  of  an  Enemy  occurs,  or  any  new  movements  do  appear 
of  any  consequence. 

From  your  former  assiduity  and  attention  to  your  appointment, 

we  have  great  confidence  that  you  will  exert  every  Power  to  give  us 

the  earliest  Intelligence  and  by  the  most  Expeditious  and  certain 

means,  as  the  Safety  of  this  City  may  much  depend  upon  it. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

DAVID  RITTENH0U8B,  V.  President.* 


Sir, 

This  LettF  Game  to  me  in  this  manner,  open'd  as  you  see ;  the 
Bxpress  Rider,  Mr.  Chamber  opened  it,  Mr.  Chamber  fills  the  place 
of  mr.  Bean,  Wilmington,  am  S%  yonr  Humble  S't, 

MAT'W  DELANY. 

Tuesday  morning,  f  After  Nine.  ^ 

Directed, 

To  Mr.  Henry  Fisher,  On  Public  Service, 

at  Lewis  Town.  ^  Express. 

Indorsed, 

From  Mat'w  Delany  to  Mr.  French  Battle,  in  Dover, — "^  Boy. 

From  Battell  to  Mr.  Thos.  Eavens,  Seeder  Creek,  to  be  Dispached 
in  Qaist. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  768. 
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fismun  OF  A  CoNtmEHTAL  RBamBHT,  1776. 

Bstiinaie  of  a  Goa^fiental  Regiment. 

1  Colonel,      75  Dolls.,  6  rations  1  Adjatant,   40  Dolls.,  8  rations 
1  Lt  Colonel,  60             6  Rank  as  first  Lieutenant. 

1  Major,         50  4  1  Qr.  master,  27 J  2 

8  Captains,    40  3  1  Surgeon,     83  3 

8 1-*  lieuf    27  2  1  Mate,  18  2 

8  Second  do.  27  2  1  Serjeant 

'8  Ensigns,     20  2  Major,         9  1 

1  Regimental  1  Drum  Maj.    9  1 

pajmas'     40.  3  1  Fife  Major,  9 

Rank  as  first  Lieutenant.  1  Qr.  Master 
1  Chaplain,  831            2  Serjeant,      9 

8  Comp'js,  Eaoh  Company  to  have, 
1  Captain,  1  First  Lieut.,  1  Second  Lieut.,  1  Ensign. 
4  Serjeants,  ^ 
4  Corporals, 
IDmmm^,   ^688 
1  Rfe, 
76  Priyates, 

An  allowance  of  1}  Dollar  to  be  made  for  eaoh  reoruit,  in  lien  of 
all  ezpences  ezolusive  of  subsistanoe  money,  1  dollar  ^  week  eaoh 
Private,  21  dioUaos,  eaoh  Commisrion  Officer  on  reeruiting  seniee. 

N.  B.  50  ^  ot.  was  added  to  the  Regimental  Commissioned 
offioers  only. 

Li  Ccogress,  Oot'r  7th,  1776. 


Instructions  to  Cap.  Boyp,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

PhOada.,  October  UA;  1776. 
Sir, 

By  inteligence  received  from  Congress,  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
Enemy  haye  an  intention  to  Land  somewhere  about  Shrewsbury  and 
pus  oyer  by  Land  to  thi&  City.  In  order  that  we  may  haye  the 
earliest  adyise  of  their  movements  in  that  quarter,  the  Council  have 
appointed  you  to  proceed  to  Shrewsbury,  and  when  you  arrive  there 
you  are  advised  to  consult  with  the  seyeral  Gentlemen,  to  whom  you 
have  a  Letter  of  recommendation,  on  the  best  method  of  observing 
what  the  intentions  of  the  Enemy  are,  and  if  there  appears  to  be 
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any  desigii  of  Landing  any  body  of  men,  on  any  part  of  that  ooaat, 
or  any  ITsmber  of  Shipa  shaping  their  oonrse  towards  the  Oapes  of 
Delaware,  yon  are  to  send  an  immediate  and  partioular  aooonnt 
thereof  by  Express,  to  thid  Gonnoil,  for  w'ch  purpose  you  are  to 
provide  proper  persons  with  horses  to  be  ready  at  all  times  to  cairy 
any  dismttohes  that  you  may  make  to  us,  the  Ezpenoes  of  which 
will  be  defrayed  by  this  board,  we  have  only  to  add  that  yon  will  os^ 
a  proper  Oeoonomy  ft  Seoresy  in  transacting  this  business,  bnt  at 
the  same  time  yon  are  not  to  avoid  any  necessary  ezpeooe.  If  anj 
thing  should  occur  to  manifest  the  designs  of  the  Enemy  plainly, 
yon  may  then  return,  otherwise  you  are  to  remain  in  that  quarter 
until  you  have  established  through  the  Channel  of  our  Friendsy  a 
certain  mode  of  intelligence.* 

IHreeiedf 
To  Gapt  Boyd. 


Oeders  to  Col.  Samubl  MipfiiIK,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Qct'r  14^  1776. 

Sir, 

The  Council  think  it  Neeessary  from  Advioes  this  day  receired.  i& 
send  for  three  of  the  Brass  field  pieces  belongmg  to  tbi9  Stato  left 
in  New  Jersey. 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  fsend  eate  of  your  Artilleir  Offi- 
cers immediately  to  Oen'  Mercer,  to  whom  ire  shall  write  by  the 
Officer  yon  appoint  for  that  Secvioe.. 

JHrededj 
To  Col.  Sam'l  Miffiin. 


*  Bee  his  anawer  poatsa. 

t  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  X.  p.  766,— also,  p.  41,  QAb  Vol. 
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To  - — —  ntou  CoTOOtt  o»  SAnnr,  1776. 

In  Conanl  of  Safety. 

Pbilada.,  14  Ootoler,  1776. 
Or, 

Congres  has  received  iatelligeooe  from  Oeaeiml  Lee,'*'  that  lh# 
Hessians  haye  embarked  from  Slaten  Islandi  aad  ihai  there  m  ted 
much  reason  to  apprehend,  thej  intend  for  this  State,  W#  thete* 
fore,  most  eamestij  entreat  you  to  exert  yourself  to  the  ntmoat  to 
have  your  Battalion  in  perfect  readiness  to  march,  at  the  shortest 
warning.  The  Council  will  immediately  procure  the  best  Prorisiona 
&  accommodations,  and  will  give  you  notice  the  moment  they  find 
it  aWlntoly  necessary  for  you  to  march.  The  defence  of  ouroountiT 
depends  on  the  spirit  of  its  inhabitants,  and  we  firmly  rely  on  their 
Virtue  &  Patriotism,  for  the  support  of  that  Freedom  which  we  have 
a  right  to  enjoy  &  which  we  are  bound  to  transmit  unimpaiMd  to 
posterity. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 
To 


M^OR  FlROCTOE  Tp  GOUNOIL,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  Oct^  15th,  1776. 
M'.  President^ 

I  would  beg  leave  to  offer  my  oppinion  on  a  few  partioiihurs  whiob* 
Qoonrj  to  be  necessary  for  ovr  present  safety. 

First,  That  the  floating  Chevauz  du  freese's  be  broagbt  and 
BooMd  at  iheir  proper  plara,  fit  liar  sinking. 

Secondly,  The  boom  which  at  present  is  in  a  useless  state,  to  be 
fiz'd  to  the  Piers  as  intended  for  service. 

Thirdly,  As  the  distance  between  the  Eastuoet  p9ere  and  the 
west  part  of  the  Sunk  Chevaux  du  freeae,  admitt  large  Ships  to  pass 
with  ease,  whether  it  pught  not  to  be  properly  secured,  as  the  Che- 
vaux du  freese's  for  that  purpose  are  floating  along  side  the  Fott 

Fourthly,  Having  observed  a  Larse  Brigg  under  the  care  of  Mich. 
Borsey,  to  pass  through  the  East  Cnannell  with  safety,  whether  it 
night  not  be  proper  to  move  the  Chevaux  du  freese's  prepared  ai 
Olosteri  to  prevent  the  passing  of  any  vessels  at  so  great  a  distance 

•  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  X.,  p.  768. 


from  the  Fqprt^  whioh  vesiek  aro  ieldom,  if  eTor,  examined  bj  the 
fleet,  and  might,  through  ^e  means  of  snbtile  perBona,  paaa  Troops 
to  the  City  undisoover'd,  till  too  late. 

Fifthly,  As  the  18  Prs  on  board  the  Province  Ship  are  too  long 
to  be  worK'd  to  any  degree  of  advantage  for  action,  if  it  wonld  not 
be  Expedient  imediatcly  to  change  them  for  Gannon,  more  snitaUe^ 
and  the  present  Cannon  on  Board  to  be  mounted  at  Billingsport,  to 
form  a  defence  for,  and  with  the  Cheyanx  dn  fVeese's,  and  to  send 
the  six  Gnnns  w'ch  lays  neeleas  Mr.  Morriss's  Wharfe,  to  suitable 
places  here  I  have  to  mount  them  on^  untni  they  are  wanted  for 
other  Service. 

I  remain^  Sir, 

Your  most  H»»«  Serv*, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

JHreetedj 
To  tke.Hoiin)Ie  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Richards  to  Council  of  Sapbty,  1776. 

Pbiladelphiii,  OotoF  Ifith^  1776. 
The  Council  Safety, 
Oentl'n : 

The  Commodore  was  with  me  this  morning,  and  says  the  Fleet 
has  n^t  any  Colours  to  heist  if  they  should  be  called  on  Duty,  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  get  them  done^  untili  there  is  a  design  mc'd  on 
to  make  the  Colours  by. 

Oent'n :  The  people  in  and  about  Trenton,  are  in  great  Dtstress 
for  t^e  want  of  Salt,  woud  be  glad  if  you  will  order  some  to  supply 
them,  they  shall  havejt  at  your  price  and  the  Charges. 
Remain,  Gentian,  your 

most  Obed't  ft  very  Hum'ble  Serv't, 

WM.  RICHARDS. 

Oentrn,  if  it  is  not  agreeable  to  let  me  have  the  Salt,  you  wilt 
please  to  order  it  to  the  Committee  of  Trenton. 

Lirecied. 
The  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  Pres't. 


Hbn£7  Fxshsb  to  Couhcil,  1776. 

Lewia,  Ocf '  ye  16, 1776. 
Geotfeineny 

I  Bee''  your  letter*  per  Express,  last  night  at  half-put  Eleven 
o'eloek,  wherein  yon  order  me  to  send  two  Pilot  boats  to  Omise  to 
the  Eastward,  I  must  acquaint  you  that  there  is  no  boats  here  that 
can  be  got,  that  is  any  ways  fit  for  the  Seniee,  they  being  all  bought 
up  by  your  Merchants  to  send  to  sea.  You  likewise  desire  me  to 
keep  a  strict  look  out,  which  you  may  depend  upon  that  I  shall,  as 
my  Character  is  at  stake,  though  but  iriffinff  to  your  City. '  I  must 
aoQuaint  you  that  I  have  placed  a  yery  good  and  trusty  hand  at  the 
lignt  house,  to  give  me  the  Earliest  Notice  of  the  Approach  of  any 
of  the  Pyrates,  and  you  may  Relie  upon  it  that  my  Whale  boat  and 
Express  horse  is  all  Beady  at  a  moments  call  I  should  hare  an- 
swered your  Letter  by  the  Express  horses,  but  I  did  not  know  the 
moment  that  I  might  want  them,  as  the  wind  has  been  Eastwardly 
for  this  seTcral  Days.  Haveing  no  more  to  add  at  this  time, 
I  Bemain  your  Humble  Servant  to  Command, 

HENBY  FISHEB. 

BireeUdy 
To  the  Honorable  Counsel,  of  Safety,  in  Philai 


John  Bbab  to  Jacob  S.  Howell,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  16th  Octo',  1776. 
Sir, 

Pleas  to  present  my  Duty  to  the  Hon.  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
State  of  Peonsilyania,  the  Committee  for  this  Island,  and  beg  they 
would  Indulge  me  with  a  line  or  two  in  the  2  following  particulars, 
Tif. :  1st,  what  quantity  of  wood  ^  week  shall  be  Issued  to  k  Bar- 
nek  roome  containing  15  or  16  men  during  the  Winter  season^  and 
when  that  season  is  to  commence,  I  mean  at  what  months,  &cj 

2d,  What  quantity  of  wood  to  be  Issued  to  each  Galley  vessel  or 
Fier  raft,  that  may  be  stationed  here,  as  there  are  various  opinions' 
among  the  people,  and,  a  notion  that  at  this  Cold  Station,  they  ought 
ikot  to  be  put  to  any  allowance  of  wood ;  as  I  could  wish  to  be  quite 
clear  in  my  transactions,  and  do  my  Duty  without  giving  offence  or 
cause  of  murmuring ;  we  had  a  very  unlucky  accident  yesterday,  a 
lar^  new  Flat  coming  in  with  wood,  ran  foule  of  the  Chevix  de 
freis  now  mored  at  the  upper  pear,  pearced  her  starbord  quarter,  and 

•  Se^  p.  42. 
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Sank  h«r  in  3  or  4  Minets  time;  I  eave  her  all  the  aaristanoe  in  my 
JPower,  got  the  wood  out  with  very  fittte  lofs,  Btopt  tfaerleake  as  well 
as  we  eotdd.  I  should  be  eUd  to  have  the  Ghevaz  de  fines  removed 
to  the  loer  peari  likewise  the  Fier  Brig  which  is  now  mored  at  the 
nper  Pear,  and  prevents  the  wood  Flats  from  landing  their  wood  im  ' 
the  loer  side  of  the  Pear  or  wharf.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Cobom  this 
Horning,  he  tehi  me  he  cannot  remove  the  Chevaz  de  fireis  without 
Orders,  tho'  its  very  posable  both  will  lay  as  safe  at  the  loer  Pearj 
as  at  ye  nper  Pear.  1  oould  wish  to  have  a  small  Cart  and  a  Horse 
to  hall  wood  from  the  wharff  to  the  wood  yard,  which  is  xiow 
finished* 

I  am,  with  great  regahls, 

*  Tour  Most  HnmUe  Setv't, 

JOHN  REAB. 

N.  B. — Major  Proctor  tels  me  he  proposes  to  lease  Iron  Stoves 
for  the  Barrack  roomes,  if  so,  I  think  it  will  be  of  great  service,  as 
the  Wether  Bording  of  the  Barracks  are  without  lineings,  and  many 
Cracks  and  opening  are  two  plain  to  be  seen,  thro'  out  the  whole  of 
ye  rooms. 

To  Jacob  S.  Howell,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon.  Goundl  of  Safety, 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philactelpfaiik 


PETITION  Capt.  John  David  Woblppeb,  1776. 

'To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  Petition  of  Capt.  John  David  "Woelpper,  humbly  sheweth. 

Thai  upon  the  reoomraendation  of  His  SzoeUenoy^  General  Wash* 
itogton*  under  whose  Command  your  Petitioner  had  sei;ved  in  the, 
year  1759,  is  Lieutenant  in  the  Expedition  against  the  Indians,  he, 
watf  lately  appointed  by  the  Honoiuble  Congress  Captain  for  an  addi- 
tional Company  in  the  German  Battalion. 

Finding  now  that  all  the  Captains  of  the  said  Battalion  will  take 
Bank  before  him,  beoause  their  Commissions  bear  date  a  few  weeks 
before  faisy  so  that  the  Man  of  68  yeani  of  age,  who  was  a  Soldier  50 . 
years^  and  Lieutenant  in  the  brave  Troops  of  Virginia  17  years  a^,, 
shall  in  every  respect  give  precedency  to  those  yoang  Gentlemen, 
who  under  their  Commissions  become  initiated  Apprentices  to  the 
Duties  of  a  Soldier,  which  your  Petitioner  could  hardly  support 
thinking  off. 
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Ha  A«v  ImnUj  prajatft,  to  taoaltta  Um  fiena^Aejaid  BrObUod, 
by  Appointing  him  a  Field  Officer  of  one  of  the  twelve  ^attalionB 
about  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  flattering  himself  capable  to  act  in 
all  the  duties  required  of  a  Field  Officer. 

And  jour  Petitioneri  as  in  daty,  Ao., 

D.  WOELPPBR. 
Philada.,  OctoVr  17th,  1776. 


■  Albx.  Boyd  to  CounoiIi,  1776. 

Perthamboj,  OotoV,  17th,  1776. 
Honour*  S',  ^ 

Agreeable  to  jour  orders*  I  proceeded  To  Serosbury  Emediatly, 
where  1  found  all  in  quitness,  no  appearance  of  any  Enemy  at  pre- 
sent on  that  Coast.  Some  Day  Last  week  upwards  of  twenty  sail  of 
Yessels  fell  Down  to  the  hook,  which  gave  Rise  to  the  Report  we 
Bee*,  But  the  Next  Day  the  put  to  sea,  a  Due  East  Course,  whither 
Bound  is  not  Ejuown,  &o. 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  I  have  Settled  a  Coraapondaaoe  with; 
three  Gentleman  of  that  Department,  to  wit,  Collonel  Hendrieksoiii: 
CoUonel  Taylor,  &  Mr.  James  Scrub,  whos  fidelity  may  be  relied, 
on  from  their  pnblick  Chairicktor  and  attacboftent  to  the  causO; 
of  America,  &c.,  which  has  promised  and  Engaged  that  if  aoy  thio^ 
Extromery  should  happen  or  any  Enemy  atempt  to  Land  in  that. 
Department,  they  will  send  off  Express  to  you  Emediatly. 
I  am,  with  Due  Respect,  your 

Verry  Humble  Sev*. 

ALEX.  BOYD. 

Directed^ 

Mr*  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun'r,  President  of  the  Honourable  Counsel 
of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Geo.  Taylor  to  Council,  1776. 

Shewsberry,  October  19th,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  Can  Inform  Yon  that  Two  Ships  of  War  are  Now  pMring  our 
Qaartar,  and  Standing  along  shore  to  the  souUiw',  we  suppose  ihey 
my  Bound  to  the  Capae,  this  Intolligenee  is  by  th6  Bequest  of 
Oapt.  Bold,  who  hath  Lately  Been  with  me  On  a*  Aee^     Xou  m»y 

*  See  page  4a. 
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Depend  vpan  Eyery  Inlikgeii  NecaMuy  ftm  jo«r  Y eiry  EbuuVe 
Sm*. 

GEO.  TAYLOR. 

We  haye  a  fleet  of  64  aaSl  Now  Lying  at  Sandy  hook;  Inward 
Bound.  / 

Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton^  Junr.^  Eeq.^  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  Philadelphia. 

Pr.  fayor  Captain  Bmook. 


Jambs  Blaib  to  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  Oct%  19th,  1776. 
Gen*, 

Capt.  Wirt  has  been  detained  here  'till  this  morning,  aji  I  did  not 
t&ink  it  prudent  to  remove  the  powder  before,  on  aoo^  of  the  weather, 
and  by  what  I  ean  learn  Seyeral  of  the  Boats  haye  had  thdA  Sx*- 
ohanged  fibont  ten  days  since.  Haye  now  only  taken  out  one  hon- 
dre'd  eighteen  pound  Cartridges,  and  the  Ten  for  the  Washinffton, 
&  returns  the  rest  by  the  shaUop,  thinking  she  will  be  wanted  for 
other  Business. 

I  am,  GenS 

Y'  very  humble  serv*. 

JAMES  BLAIR. 

Direciedf 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Coundl  ot  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Major  T.  Prootor  to  Counoil,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  OetF  19, 1776. 

Mr.  Presidenti 
Sir, 

In  eompHanee  to  your  order  in  Coondl  of  the  16th  Inst.,  haye 
put  the  neoessaiy  business  in  motion  to  forward  the  Company  of 
Artillery  destined  for  Fort  Montgomery,  and  belieye  an  order  for 
mareh  might  be  eomply'd  with  as  soon  as  you  think  proper.  The 
boats  you  ordered  me  to  provide  for  use  of  Garrisson,  dismis'd  Im- 
mediately on  Beodpt  of  your  opinion  on  the  matter. 


The  ordeiB  dated  in  Coancil  the  17th  hu^,  relative  to  any  atrangen 
Yiewing  the  Fortifications  and  worlcs,  shall  be  dnlj  attended  too, 
till  re?en'd  by  your  directions.* 

Am  yoorsi  &o. 

THOS.  PEOOTOR. 

Directed^ 
To  the  HoD'ble.Ooancil  of  Safety,  Philndelpbia. 


Major  Willuhs  ahp  Captain  Fabhbr  to  Coukoil,  1776 

Philadelphia,  Ootober  21st,  1776. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Oentlemen,. 

The  Returns  of  the  Officers  of  the  Provincials,  shewing  those  who 
ehuse  to  continue  in  the  Provincial  Service^  are  now  before  you 
agreeable  to  your  request. 

We  beff  Leave  to  assure  you  that  there  are  now  companies  with- 
out Captains,  Subalterns  or  Serjeants;  and  Captains  with  companies' 
of  so  small  a  Number,  as  are  only  worthy  of  a  Serjeant's  care,  and 
the  BatalioDs  in  great  confusion  for  want  of  a  proper  arrangement. 

We  therefore  l^g  Leave  to  request  you  will  this  Day  attend  to 
this  matter,  which  we  apprehend  of  very  great  Importance ;  and 
shall  be  glad  you  will  at  Least  determine  on  the  arrangement  of  the 
Captains  and  Subalterns  for  the  Provincial  Batalion. 
We  are  with  the  great  Esteem, 
Qentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servants, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS,  Major. 
LEWIS  FARMER,  Captain. 

Directed^ 
The  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  X.,  p.  768. 
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Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Council,  1776. 

Thursday  Morning. 
Oentlemen, 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  concern  to  Colonel  Miles  and  many  of  onr 
Officers  that  our  Serjeants  were  not  properly  appointed  and  sup- 
plied with  Warrants  from  the  Committee  of  Safet]^,  or  as  in 
England  from  the  Colonel  of  the  Begiment ;  and  now  while  yoa 
are  arranging  the  Provincials,  it  will  be  a  proper 'Time  to  give 
Orders,  respecting  the  Regulation  of  all  the  noncommissioned  Offi- 
cers, viz.,  Serj*»,  Corporals,  Drum"*  &  Fife",  which  you  know  are 
some  of  the  most  useful  Persons  in  the  Army,  when  under  proper 
Regulations  and  supported  by  their  Officers. 

It  is  with  Deference  I  take  the  Liberty  of  offering  from  Time  to 
Time  a  few  Hints  respecting  the  Troops ;  the  motives  to  which  you 
•may  depend  on  are  solely  the  Gk)od  of  the  Regiment,  and  the  Pro- 
motion of  Military  Discipline. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  Esteem,  Oentlemen, 
Your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILtlAMS. 
Directed, 

^he  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety.     Pres^ 


Major  Tnos.  Proctor  to  Council,  1776. 

Philadelphia,  Octob'  24th,  1776. 
Mr.  President, 
.  Sir, 

As  the  Times  of  sundry  of  the  Artillerymen  for  which  they  in- 
listed,  will  expire  the  27th  of  next  month,  in  which  matter  beg  to 
have  your  advice,  especially  as  my  band  of  musitions  are  in  that 
number,  who  from  private  Incouragement  offered  to  them,  are  In- 
tending to  Joyn  some  other  Core,  at  said  expiration ;  I  cannot  find 
out  who  the  persons  are,  as  they  keep  it  secret,  But  am  convinced 
the  persons  thus  acting  use  me  verry  ungenerous,  as  I  have  been  at 
a  Considerable  expence  having  bought  all  their  musiok  &  Instru- 
xnents,  and  paid  each  person  who  played  on  the  Viol,  bs.  ^  month 
for  their  strings.  I  hope  you  will  take  premises  in  consideration  and 
order  it,  as  in  your  wisdom  you  may  think  meet. 
I  am  most  respectfully  yours, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 
Directed, 

To  the  Hon'ble  Councell  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 
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Commission  to  Col.  Lambbrt  Cadwaladbr,  1776. 

In  Congress. 

Tbe  Del^ates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Haasacba- 
8eit»-BajF|  Rhode  Islandi  Conneoticot,  New  York,  New  Jerey, 
PennfljIvaDia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  To  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Esquire. 

Wb,  reposing  especial  Tmst  and  Confidence  in  jour  Patriotism, 
Valour,  Conduct  and  Fidelity,  Do,  by  these  Presents,  constitute  and 
appoint  jou  to  be  Colonel  of  the  fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of 
Foot,  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  raised  for  tbe  Defence  of 
American  Liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hostile  invasion  thereof. 
You  are  tberefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  tbe  Doty  of 
Colonel  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  Things  thereunto 
belonging.  And  we  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  Officers  and 
'Soldiers  under  your  Command,  to  be  obedient  to  your  Orders  as 
Colonel.  And  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  Orders  and  Di- 
rections from  Time  to  Time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  this  or  a  future 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  .Committee  of  Congress,  for  that 
Purpose  appointed,  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  Time  being  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  your  superior  Officer, 
according  to  the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  War,  in  Pursuance  of  ihe 
Trust  reposed  in  you.  This  Commission  to  oontinue  in  Force  until 
revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Congress. 

.  Dated  at  Philadelphia,  October  25th,  1776. 

«    By  Order  of  the  Congren. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 

Attest — Chas.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 


Henry  Fisher  to  Council,  1776. 

Lewes,  Ootober  25th,  1 774. 
Gentlemen, 

On  Monday  last  was  held  at  this  Town  an  Election  for  members 
of  Assembly,  and  Legislative  Council,  to  represent  this  County  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  which  day  exhibited 
such  a  scene  of  disaffection  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  as  I 
think  have  not  been  equaled  by  any  transaction  on  this  Continent 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 
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The  few  friends  of  America  in  this  County,  almost  worn  out  with 
perpetual  Oontention^  &  oonvineed  that  farther  fltragglea  were  firuit- 
less,  determined  for  some  time  past  not  to  concern  in  the  Election, 
and  but  very  few  of  them  come  to  Town ;  the  Tories,  (for  so  I  think 
I  may  justly  call  them,)  flocked  in  to  the  number  of  between  five 
and  six  hundred,  pritty  early  in  the  day, ;  at  about  12  o'clock,  one 
of  them  turn'd  out  by  the  others  for  a  Bully,  came  to  me  when  eet- 
ing  at  my  own  door  followed  by  a  croud,  and  demanded  an  Ax  to 
cut  down  the  Liberty  Pole  standing  in  the  street,  and  on  my  refusing 
be  seised  me.  by  the  Breast  in  order  to  drag  me  into  the  Street^  but 
by  struggling  and  the  assistance  of  some  friends  I  got  clear  of  the 
mob  and  safe  into  my  House,  where  I  was  obliged  to  keep  dose  the 
remaining  part  of  the  day ;  the  mob  threatening  to  roast  me  alive  if 
tbeiy  Qould  get  fne  into  the  street  In  a  short  time  after  they  left 
me,  they  by  some  means  procured  an  Ax  and  went  in  a  Body  to  the 
^ole  and  cut  it  down,  when  it  .fell,  the  Streets  resounded  with 
Huzsa  for  King  Qeorge  and  Oeneral  Howe,  exeorations  against  the 
Congress,  Whigs,  &o.  They  then  took  the  Top  of  the  Pole,  on 
which  part  the  Indepeudent  flag  had  been  os'd  to  be  hoisted,  and 
carried  it  in  derision  about  the  Town,  followed  by  the  Croud  throw- 
ing up  their  Hatts  and  Huazaing  for  the  King,  and  when  tired  ^with 
that  kind  of  mockery,  set  it,  up  at  publick  sale,  struck  it  off  it  is 
said  for  thirteen  pence,  meaning  I  suppose  Hangman's  Wages.  After 
this,  one  of  their  Gang  placed  himself  in  the  Court  House  door  with 
a  large  Hickory  club,  which  he  held  across  the  door,  saying  every 
person  who  came  in  there  should  declare  himself  for  the  King,  thiis 
forcibly  Electing  a  number  of  thier  Junto  to  represent  them  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  one  of  whom- has  been  disarmed  by 
a  Committee  of  the  late  Assembly  of  this  Government,  as  an  Enemy 
to  the  Liberties  of  America,  and  another  of  whom  has  been  convict- 
ed of  being  unfriendly  to  the  common  cause  before  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  County. 

The  friends  of  America  here,  convinced  from  the  conduct  of  that 
day  that  seting  down  inactive  will  not  protect  them  from  the  rage 
tod  fury  of  this  disaffected  Banditti,  have  Petitioned  the  AasemUy 
of  this  State,  for  protection  for  their  persons  and  property,  what 
weight  it  may  have  is  not  ve^  known,  but  certain  it  is,  if -these  dis- 
affected wretches  are  permitted  thus  to  go  on,  it  will  be  dangerous 
for  any  friend  to  this  country  to  travel  the  public  Roads  in  this 
County  a  little  time  longer,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  that  if  there  was 
only  one  thousand  EngUsh  Troops  landed  in  any  place  within  their 
reach,  they  would  flock  to  them  almost  to  a  man.  These  circum- 
stances must  be  very  alarming  to  Pennsylvania,  if  properly  consider- 
ed, for  was  a  Body  of  English  to  be  landed  here,  this  County,  if  not 
the  whole  Goverment  must  fall  into  their  hands,  and  the  few  friends 
to  the  common  cause  residing  here,  become  a  sacrifice  to  their  relent- 
less fury,  and  they  would  besupply'd  with  provisions,  ftc,  while  they 
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made  War  upon  jour  Stete.    That  thia  event  may  never  hanP^il  is 
the  rinoere  iruh  of, 

Genflenien^ 

Your  most  Obedient  and  rery 

HnmV 
«-  Sev*, 

HBNRT  USHEB. 

N.  B.  When  I  reoeiTed  the  ineWd  letler,  it  was  broken  q)en  as 
yon  will  eee  by  the  oerftifioate  of  Mr.  Delany,  and  have  eent  to  yon 
that  yon  may  take  enoh  order  to  dieoorer  the  perpetraton  aa  yon 
think  fit 

H.  P. 

IHncUd, 
To  the  HonoraUe  the  Committee  of  Safety, 

for  the  State  of  PennByhania. 
To  eare  of  Gol.  MoKean. 

From  Henry  Fisher,  October  2&th,  1776. 
Beceived  at  Newcastle,  Oct.  30th,  and  forwarded  by  their  moat 
homble  eerrant, 

THO.  M'KEAlf. 


TflOICAS  SAVADaS  TO  8.  HOWBLL,  1776. 

Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  Tom's  Biver, 
Oot'r264h,  1776. 
Gtaitlemen, 

1  have  drawn  on  yon  in  favour  of  Mr.  Joseph  Salter,  for  six  hun- 
dred pounds,  which  sum  I  have  rec*  of  him,  but  not  made  use  of 
more  than  one  hundred ;  my  reason  for  so  drawing  is,  Mr.  Salter 
has  money  in  his  hands,  ariseing  from  the  sales  of  a  cai|;oe  of  Rum 
being  a  prize  belonging  to  the  Gbntinental  Congress,  which  he  must 
remitt  to  Mr.  Nesbitt,  of  whom  I  reo'd  my  last  orders,  I  thought  it 
might  be  more  convenient  in  so  doing  as  it  would  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniences  for  mo  to  come  to  town  on  that  account  only, 
at  this  time  when  my  constant  attendance  here  his  more  Necessary 
than  heretofore ;  he  has  more  in  his  hands,  and  if  agreeable  to  you, 
should  be  glad  you  will  suffer  me  to  draw  in  like  manner  for  what 
further  sums  I  may  want,  has  I  cannot  without  the  greatest  iooonvc- 
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nienoe,  bomo  to  Town  nntili  I  gM  tbe  Works  goiDg,  Whieb,  when  I 
engaged  in,  I  expected  to  have  done  in  a  muoh  abortar  time,  but 
the  many  inconveniences  ariseing  from  ;e  timed,  my  people  being 
.drafted  every  month,  &  new  ones  to  look  for  &  not  a  siifficient  num- 
ber to  be  got,  baa  thrown  me  much  behind  my  expectations  in  si- 
ting the  works  erected ;  however,  I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  be  domg 
a  littlej  &  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  gstt  the  Works  oom- 
pleated  as  faoit  as  possible.  Likewise,  shall  take  care  not  to  draw  on 
jou  for  more  money  then  necessary  which  will  be  considerably  more 
;  then  my  estimate  or  expectation,  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
.  make  the  w<»k8  Gompleat  and  serviceable  with  as  much  frugality  as 
.  lays  in  my  power.  I  have  nearly  oompleated  a  bailing  hoosa  one 
hundred  sixty*nine  feet  long,  twenty-nine  feet  wide,  a  store  aizty 
feet  long»  twenty  feet  wide,  compleated  two  drying  houses,  a  small 
Kitchen,  Lime  house,  stable  finished,  mill  work  for  my  pumps  in 
good  forwardness,  will  be  compleat  before  I  shall  get  my  boilers  from 
Colonel  Coxe's  Furnaces,  whose  people  have  (Usappointed  me,  or 
should  have  had  part  of  the  works  going  before  tlus.  Also,  a  large 
quantity  of  stuff  Joynted  and  ready  for  flooring  the  sun-pans,  &c., 
with  many  other  things,  such  as  ditehing,  laying  Trunks,  &c.  Should 
be  glad  one  or  two  gentlemen  of  your  board  would  come  and  see 
how  I  am  laying  out  the  publick  money,  that  I  may  have  your  apro- 
bation,  or  alter  anything  you  disaprove,  here  his  no  musquetoes  or 
'  flys  to  offend  now,  no  house  except  a  small  kitohen  without  a  chim- 
ney, but  a  ^ood  Store  for  Lodging,  and  salt  hay  for  feather  beds, 
plenty  of  wild-fowl  in  the  bay  &  deer  in  the  woods,  but  no  powder  or 
shott,  which  last  articles  if  any  one  comes  with  intent  to  hunt  any, 
he  must  bring  with  him,  for  other  accommodations  such  as  Lodging, 
&c.,  can  be  had  at  Mr.  Mott's,  about  a  mile  from  me,  should  think 
it  a  particular  favour  done  me,  that  soma  one  or  more  of  you  would 
come  on  many  accounts ;  you  will  see  what  prospe^^  there  his  of  the 
wurks  answering,  also,  what  things  I  stand  in  need  of,  both  for  pro- 
toetion  &  aooOmmodation* 
lam 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Humble  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVADGE. 

P.  S.  On  Sunday  last,  ye  20  Inst.,  at  day  Break,  appeared  at  iho 
mouth  of  our  inlet,  four  large  Frigates,  endeavouring  to  get  as. close 
in  as  possible,  which  is  not  more  than  four  miles  from  me,  the  drew 
up  in  a  line  right  abreast  of  me,  hauled  up  their  courses  &  laid  their 
Topsails  back,  in  which  position  the  continued  till  near  twelve 
o'clock }  I  expected  a  viset  from  them,  and  believe  nothing  prevent- 
ed it  but  its  being  a  very  low  tide,  the  flats  being  very  bare,  and 
seeing  upwards  of  thirty  of  us  on  the  shore,  made  them  afraid  to 
send  their  boats  in,  otherwise  I  think  ye  fully  intended  it,  which 
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had  ye  done,  we  miiBt  haye  left  it  to  their  meroj  for  want  of  arms 
&c,  to  defend  it. 

Direded, 
To  MesBTB.  Gteorge  Glymer,  Samnell  Howell| 
&  Owen  Biddloi  Esqr'Sy  in  Philadelphia. 


Huori"  MONTQOMERT  TO  COUNCIL,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Goanoil  of  Safety : 
Gentlemen : 

The  night  of  the  28  Ins*  it  being  may  Guard  in  the  Eaiem 
'  Channel!,  about  7  o'clok  Danson  the  pilot  Gam  throngh  the  Ghannel 
yerry  abmplay,  and  wold  not  brinff  too ;  I  sent  may  boat  after  him, 
and  was  almost  at  Ghester  befor  we  boat  Gonld  oyerhal  him,  and 
without  a  Permit  from  the  board.  Oentlmeo,  we  hay  had  seyeral 
inatanoee  of  this  kind,  and  wold  be  glad  this  Hononrable  Board  will 
see  into  it 

Year  Very  Humble  seryen  to  Gommand, 

HUGH  MONTGOHBBT. 

P.  S. — before  the  smal  boat  Gould  return,  their  was  scyeral 
yeshels  past  without  Qyerhaling  for  want  of  her. 

Effingham,  Oof  29, 1776. 


Petition  Ezbkibl  Letts,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  Goundl  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylyania. 

The  Petition  of  Ezekiel  Letts,  late  Lieutenant  in  Col.  Wayne's 
Battalion, 

Humbly  Sfaewetb, 

That  Tour  Petitioner  Went  from  here  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Year  for  Gannada  an  Ensign,  and  has  Sinoe  been*  Promoted  to  the 
Bank  of  Lieutenant  in  the  aboye  Battalion. 

Your  Petitioner  haying  laboured  under  a  long  Siekness  and  be* 
eame  6zoeeding  Weak,  induced  him  to  request  his  discharge  for  the 
reooyery  of  his  health,  which  the  G-eneral  was  pkased  to  grant,  and 

3* 
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now  being  greatly  Tecoverd  and  growing  hearty,  begs  leave  to  offer 
himself  a  Candidate  for  a  Captaincy  in  the  eleyenth  Battalion, 
And  Yonr  Petitioner,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  Pray. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr.  Letts  for  several  years, 
and  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  as  a  prudent,  sensible,  worthy 
man,  &  warmly  attached  to  the  American  cause. 

Bia^JJ.  RUSH. 

Octob'  31, 1776. 


DocT.  BfiNJAMtH  Rush  to  Ootikcil,  1776. 

Sir: 

In  consequence  of  the  letter  from  M'  Fisher  to  the  Counsel  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania  being  hdd  before  Congress,  the  Congress  ro- 
nived  that  the  board  of  war  should  immediately  order  a  part  of  n 
Virgrnia  regiment  now*  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  to  march 
to  Dover,  there  to  wait  for  such  Orders  as  iii^e  future  accounts  thei^ 
shall  receive  from  the  Sussex  tories  shall  render  necessary. 
I  hav6  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant^ 

B.  RUSH. 

Friday,  Nov.  1st,  1776. 

Directed, 
The  Hon^i*  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  ButL  to  Oouhoil  op  Safbtt^  1776. 

Sir: 

I  was  last  week  in  ye  Provintial  Store,  and  find  that  we  have 
neither  Wheelbarrows,  Spades,  Grubing-hoes,  Pitchingazes,  nor 
Pickaxes,  and  but  very  few  Shovals,  &c.  I  Beg  leave  to  recommend 
an  Immediate  Procurement  of  an  Assortment,  as  follows,  Vii : 

200  Wheelbarrows,  Made  of  Tough  BoMi  Stufis. 

909  Pitehingaxes. 

200  Spades. 

400  Shovals. 

100  Ombbinghoes. 

100  Pickaxes,  and  a  few  Handsaws,  Brawing  Knives,  Broad- 
axes,  &c. 
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I  am  of  Opinion  the  Wheelbarrows  wonld  be  better  done  in  the 
Coanirjy  Were  the  wood  is  Cheaper ;  the  Pitching  axes  I  think 
would  be  well  done  by  Mr.  LoTering,  Mr.  Peterman^  or  Wilkhard 
Miller;  the  other  Tools  are  most  Commonly  Us'd  in  the  Conntry^ 
and  therefore  think  the  Blacksmiths  there^  are  best  acquainted  with 
the  Proper  Kind,  &o. 

If  the  Connsil  think  any  Part  of  the  aboye  worthy  their  nolioe^ 
I  make  no  donbt  they  will  .take  Proper  Steps  to  Procure  them. 
I  am.  Sir,  year  Hubl  ServS 

JNO.  BULL. 

Dirtctedf 

To  Tho"  Wharton,  Esq',  Preside  of  y«  Council  of  Safety,  or  in 
his  absence  to  y*  Vice  Presid*. 


^NBAS  Mackat  to  Col.  Jambb  Wilbok,  1776. 


/ 


Eittaningy  6th  Nov.,  1776. 
My  Dear  Colonel, 

Having  wrote  yon  a  long  letter  the  other  day  by  Cap^  Boyd,  I 
haye  only  to  inform  you  at  this  time,  that  I  am  apprehensive  that 
the  condoct  of  the  officers  of  this  Battalion  will  on  this,  as  well  as 
on  former  occasions,  have  bad  effect  on  the  men. 

Two  of  the  Officers  came  in  an  Insolent  manner  to  me  thi»  morn- 
ing, saying  they  would  Besign,  Repeating  those  words  as  fast  as  they 
could  speidc,  upon  which  I  ordered  them  under  an  arrest  to  their 
camp ;  this  they  Refused,  I  therefore  committed  them  immediately 
to  the  common  Guard  house,  &  will  stand  their  trial  this  Day  before 
a  General  Court-martial,  composed  of  such  officers  as  can  be  got  at 
this  time,  who  if  they  will  do  their  Duty,  will  sentence  them  to  be 
Drummed  out  of  the  Beg*.  I  have  reason  to  expect  more  trouble 
of  this  kind,  before  we  will  get  to  the  other  side  of  the  Hills.  I  am 
Hurried  almost  out  of  my  life,  so  I  beg  you  will  excuse^ the  singu- 
larity of  this  laconic  Epistle,  in  the  meantime, 
lam. 

Dear  Colonel, 

Your  most  humble, 

and  moBt  Obed*  serv^ 

-fflN'S  MACKAY. 
IHreetedj 
(On  the  Service  of  the  United  States.)  * 
Colonel  James  Wilson, 

Member  of  the  Honorable  the  Congress,  Philada. 
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John  Read  to  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  6th  Nov'r,  1776, 
GentlemeD; 

Oake  wood  is  rarely  to  be  got  of  Flats  goins  up  to  Philada., 
which  Obliges  me  to  take  Hickory  rather  than  TeaYC  this  Station 
without  a  proper  saply  for  the  Winter,  this  I  hope  will  be  admitted 
for  my  takeing  such  as  comes  to  hand.  It  would  be  very  agreeable 
to  me,  would  the  Committee  of  Fort  Island  fix  on  the  quantity  of 
Oake  or  Hickory  wood,  to  be  a  week's  allowance  for  a  Barrack  room 
for  Sixteen  men,  as  they  aprehend,  I  take  upon  me  to  allowancQ 
them,  from  my  own  authority,  which  may  prove  a  disagreeable  em- 
ployment to  me^as  they  have  not  been  put  to  that  restriction  nor 
was  it  metearial  during  the  Summer.  I  think  it  will  be  of  great 
service  to  have  Iron  stoves,  as  it  will  be  a  saveing  of  wood.  If  I 
have  any  Influence  with  the  Committee,  do  recommend  them.  Our 
Barracks  are  far  from  beins  close  and  warme  as  those  in  the  Citer, 
as  they  are  iA)t  plastered  and  many  Cracks.and  knot  holes  too  plainly 
apear  in  the  wether  bordings.  I  am  sorrey  to  say  I  can  get  no  as- 
sistance from  the  people  here  to  carrey  and  pile  Wood,  and  rather 
than  let  wood  lay  long  on  the  Wharff,  hove  been  obliged  to  take  the 
men  from  the  Banks  to  store  wood  as  it  comes.  I  have  not  quite 
one  hundred  Cords  in  Store,  and  it  will  take  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred cords  to  suply  this  Garrison,  should  the  river  be  froze  over  be- 
Ibre  a  proper  suply  is  obtained,  it  will  be  extremely  uncomfortable. 
This  Obliges  roe  to  take  what  comes  to  hand.  I  cannot  help  repeat- 
ing the  request,  that  the  proper  allowance  to  each  Barrack  may  be 
fixt,  and  if  posable  Stoves  sent  down. 
I  am, 

With  great  regard, 

Your  most  Obedient, 

Humble  Serv't, 
JOHN  READ,  B.  Master. 

Directed  J 

To  Joseph  Blewer,  Esq'r., 

and  Committee  for  Fort  Island,  members  of  the  Hon.  Conn-  . 
oil  of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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HbrbtFishsb  to  Ooctcxl,  1776. 

(}eirtlemen, 

HaTiog  this  oppoftuity  by  Captfn  WUej,  I  think  it  my  dafry  to 
loform  yoa  that  on  Taeaday  last,  there  was  two  men  of  War  off  In* 
dian  Bivery  whieh  I  apprehend  are  ominng  to  obatmot  your  l^rade. 
They  might  have  been  into  our  Bay  if  they  were  indtned  to.  to  do* 

There  were  some  persona  went  on  board  from  Indian  River  who 
gave  me  this  account.  I  shall  refer  you  to  Gapt'n  Wiley,  who  was 
preaent  at  my  House  when  I  got  this  information.  I  should  have 
sent  this  by  the  Express  HorseSi  but  did  not  know  when  I  might 
want  them  for  something  more  material,  bi^t  you  may  rest  assured 
that  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  Power/ to  give  you  the  earliest  in- 
teligenoe  when  any  of  .his  Majesty's  Pirates  are  making  up  our  Bay, 
in  the  meantime  I  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

your  humble  Serv't, 

HBNRT  HBHEB. 

Lewestown,  Nov'r  7th,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Counsel  of  Safety,  in  Philadelphia. 
^  Capt.  Wiley. 


GiBO.  Mbadb  &  Co.,  TO  Council,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  H'ble  Congress  having  directed  the  Prisoners  at  Bristol  to  be 
removed  into  some  more  remote  part  of  this  State,  the  Canadian 
Officers  there,  have  requested  us  to  apply  to  your  board  for  Permis- 
don  to  go  to  Lancaster,  as  they  are  told  they  can  be  there  better  ac- 
commodated than  in  any  of  the  smaller  towns.  We  shall  esteem  jt 
a  favor  that  you  lay  their  request  before  the  Counciii  who  we  don't 
doubt  will  grant  it  if  it  is  a  proper  one. 
We  are, 

Sir, 

Y'  most  h'ble  Serv'ts, 

GEO.  MEADB  &  00^ 
.   Nownber  6, 1776. 

Directed. 
To  Mr.  Thos.  Wharton^  Esq. 


6B  FBirKSTLVAKlA  iJtCHIVfiS  me. 

.  BiSSOLUTioii  OF  CoNasadB,  1776L 

In  Congress^  Nov'r  11, 1776. 

BesolTed,  Thki  the  board  of  War,  be  ittpowered  &  directed  to  oon- 
fet  immediately  with  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Penaylvama,  aa  a 
Oommittee  by  them  appointed  on  the  best  way  &  means,  of  defending 
this  oity  in  case  it  should  be  attacked. 

»    Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  See'y. 


Sir: 


Daniel  Jot  to  D*  Bitisnhoubb,  1776. 

Beading  Furnace,  Nov'ber  11th,  1776. 


SihisqiiKnrf  ty  you  have  two  Nine  Pounder  ^cannon)  Preyed  with 
t  pounds  of  Powder,  two  shot  &  three  Waads,  It  was  with  diffi- 
culty that  I  could  keep  the  people  to  worke  after  they  were  informed 
the  cannon  were  to  be  proved  with  so  great  a  proof.  But  now  find- 
ing they  stand  it,  they  go  on  cheerfully,  and  I  am  in  hopes  shall 
cast  one  every  day.  I  intend  to  cast  Six  of  the  same  size  with  those 
&  after  that  they  will  be  somewhat  larger,  as  I  were  Oblidged  to  en^ 
large  the  Mould  to  Sattisfy  the  workmen,  before  had  an  opport*^  of 
Proving  one.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  stand  Nine  tb  pow- 
der, &c. 

'  .         I  am  with  Esteem, 

Yours,  &e.f 

DA^IBL  JOY. 

Direetedy 

To  David  Bittenhouse,  Bsq'r, 
at  Philada. 


John  Mitchell  to  Council,  1776. 

12  Novem'r,  1776. 
OeAilemen, 

I  am  son^  to  be  Obliged  to  trouble  you  any  fbrthei  on  ti»  sab. 
jeot  of  famishing  the  Troops  with  Provisions,  but  hope  you  will  ex. 
case  me  when  you  consider  my  uncertain  situation  as  Commissary. 
I  must  request  the  favour  of  your  Honorable  board  to  consider  of 
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tUfl  matter  &  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  have  jonr  Answer.  I  hare 
herewith  annexed  an  exact  estimate  of  the  present  expenoe  and  it  is 
very  probable  it  will  be  more ;  however,  I  am  willing  to  ran  all 
mqnes  at  the  rate  of  15^  ^  ratioDy  under  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  do  ity  as  I  shall  not  then  have  *bove  «  farthing  a  man  for  my 
nonble.  I  beg  yoa  will  &vor  me  so  far  as  to  settle  it  as  soon  as 
Possible^  as  my  uncertain  situation  respecting  this  matter  is  very 
ineonvenient  to  me  &  atended  with  considerable  loss. 
I  am  with  ^eat  respect, 

Ckntlemej, 
Your  most  OlSed'  humble  Serv*, 

JNO.  MITCHELL. 

lOfii  Beef  %  Week  @  4)cf.,  - 

71b  Bread,  1}  - 

7  half  Pints  Bum,       6  -  -  - 

Yegitables,       .  .  -  r  - 

£0    8    7J 
^  Week,  exdusive  of  Porterage^  Stee  Bent^  ft  Cleric  Ure. 

Directed. 
Hon.  Council  of  Safety,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Wm.  Biohabds  to  Oounoil,  1776. 

Gent-, 

I  wish  you  could  order  a  few  Tons  of  hemp  to  the  store,  it  would 
be  the  means  of  preventing  Impoesitions  from  the  Bope  makers. 
Mr.  Cobum  has  sent  to  the  store  some  Bope  and  Junk  wiA  2  small 
anchors,  the  cables  are  the  thing  we  want  most,  what  has  he  done 
with  them.  I  have  bought  sevem  old  anchors  and  sent  them  two 
months  ago,  to  Mr.  Offley  to  be  mended  he  says  the  Gent"  who  has 
the  care  of  the  Frigates,  has  ordered  him  not  to  work  for  any  body 
else,  beg  that  something  might  be  done  so  that  we  may  have  the 
anchors  which  are  much  wanted  for  the  Boats. 
I  remain  your  h", 

your  most  obed^, 

Humble  Serv\ 
WM.  BIOHABDS. 
Nov'r  12th,  1776. 

Directed, 
The  Hon^ble  Ooutcil  of  Safety,  iPres*. 
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Pmbb  Tallman  to  Council,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  informed  that^onr  Honoorabje  the  Oonneil  of  Safety, 
bas  sent  a  Quantity  of  salt  into  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  in  order  to  Distribute  amount  the  people  of 
said  County,  &  as  the  County  of  Burlington  in  said  State,  is  in  a 
Distrest  situation  for  the  want  of  that  necessary  article,  I  do  hum- 
bly Request  that  /bu,  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety^  do  so- 
licit your  Honourable  body  in  b'half  of  said  County,  to  send  as  large 
a  proportion  of  salt  as  the  Circumstance  of  the  times  will  admit  of, 
to  the  Subscriber,  who  will  take  due  care  that  it  be  propperly  Dis- 
tributed amongst  the  Inhabitant  of  said  County,  your  compliance 
will  much  oblidge. 

Tour  Very  Humb'e  Serv't, 

PETER  TALLMAN. 

Nov.  18th,  1776. 

N.  B.— Send  the  salt  to  White  hill  or  Bordentown. 

P.  T. 
Directed, 
To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq,,  Philadelphia. 


Thomas  Nbvbll  to  Council,  1776. 

Qentlemen, 

I  profess  myself  at  a  Loss  to  know  how  to  act  with  respect  to 
those  Carriages  which  I  have  in  hand,  least  I  should  be  too  forward 
or  too  Remiss,  and  in  order  to  proceed  on  the  line  of  Deuty,  shall 
request  your  direction,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  give  you  an  ac- 
count how  far  I  have  proceeded,  viz. :  The  Brst  6  Spare  Carriages 
which  I  undertuck  at  RecjueBt  of  the  three  difrant  Captains,  Lozley . 
Moulder  &  Stiles,  have  bin  at  Mr.  Wheeler's  since  the  18th  of  Au- 

fust  last,  and  are  not  yet  finished.  The  other  six  spoke  to  me  for, 
y  Major  Lozley,  a  few  days  after  I  came  from  Amboy,  are  nearly 
finished,  as  also  one  Carriage  for  a  double  fortified  4  Ib'r,  which 
Maj'  Lozley  spoke  for  likewise,  but  since  denies  giveiug  any  direc- 
tion for.  Note  the  above  twelve  are  Eight  siz  pounders  &  4  twelve 
pounders.  I  have  also  put  three  more  6  tb'rs  Carriages  tosether  at 
my  owne  risk,  as  I  had  some  good  stuff  for  that  purpose,  but  have 
not  as  yet  ingaged  the  Wheels  or  Smith  work.  And  as  to  the  twenty 
Large  trail  Carriages  Order'd  by  Major  Proctor,  (about  ye  22d  of 
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Aagasty)  the  staff  for  them  is  all  saVdi  and  16  of  them  Ftady  for 
the  Smith  work. 

IncladiDg  three  that  was  taken  to  the  Fcvt,  I  have  likewise  made 
the  Carriage  for  the  Schuylkill  Gun.  Now  the  principal  thing  I 
bare  to  request,  is  wether  I  have  suficiant  atboraty  to  imploj  the 
Smith's  for  those  large  Carriages  or  not ;  I  had  proposed  in  my 
Owne  mind  to  divide  them  as  near  as  may  be  among  the  three  folo- 
ing  Black-Smith's,  viz.,  Daniel  Evans,  Valentine  Hoffman  &  Martin 
Pendergrass,  and  the  Chief  reason  why  Caution  is  Necessary  with 
the  Blaek-Smiths,  especially  the  last  mentioned,  is  some  expressions 
be  made  use  of  in  my  yard,  such  as  he  understud  some  folks  had 
a  nack  of  Cliping  Acoo**,  that  Ship  work  was  at  12'  ^  ft',  and  that 
work,  (the  Carriage)  was  worth  18',  fte.  &o.  Therefore,  I  thought 
it  most  prudent  not  to  send  any  of  the  Carriages  to  ye  Smith's, 
without  your  Aprobation,  e^oially  to  Pendergrass. 

As  to  the  Field  Carriages,  I  have  alredy  open'd  an  Aoeo*  with 
most  of  the  Tradesmen  oonfei^d,  and  aotually  paid  above  three  hun- 
dred pounds  towards  them.  Now  if  this  Honorable  board  Pleas  to 
give  me  snob  orders  as  they  think  proper  eonserning  the  Carriages, 
or  any  part  thereof,  I  shall  carre  them  inte  Ezecutio  to  the  utmose 
of  my  Abilatys,  and  remain  the  Council's  Humble  Serv*, 

^HOS.  NEVELL. 

Novem'  13th,  1776. 

To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Safety,  Present. 


John  Gibson  to  Council,  1776. 

Treasury  Office,  Fhikdelphia,  Nov'r  18, 1776. 
Sr, 

The  Congress  having  some  time  since  resolved,  that  the  respective 
United  States,  should  be  desired  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to  take 
caie  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  within  its  Jurisdiction,  and  pay  them 
th^  Allowance.  I  am  desired  by  the  Superintendant  of  the  Trea> 
sury  to  enquire  of  you  Sir,  if  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  have  yet  chosen  such  Person,  and  if  not,  to  request 
they  would  proceed  to  the  choice  of  one,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
have  the  name  eertified  to  this  Office.  I  am, 
Sir, 

with  much  Bespect, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  GIBSON, 

Aud'r  Gen'l. 
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.    To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


A  LIST  OF  SUCH  ABTI0LE3  ABSOLUTELY  NBCES6ABY  TO  EXPEDITB 

THE  Sinking  Ohbvaux  db  Fbizb  at  Billinqspobt,  1776. 

For  the  present  gang  of  hands  Employed  one  Anchor  of  11  to 

1300  weight,  &  2  buoy  iU^s  about  6  Inches,  &  20  fathom  long. 

For  a  seoond  sett  of  bands. 

2  Anchors  from  11  to  13  or  1400  weight  «aoh. 

ti  Cables  about  11  Inches  eaoL 

4  Buoy  Ropes  about  6  inohes  &  20  fcthom  long. 

2  Kedffe  Anchors  150  to  300  wt.,  &  2  Towlinee  of  3  Inches,  and  1 
%  TowUne  of  7}  Inches,  to  Heare  off  by,  each  100  to  120  fatbom 
long. 

2  Large  long  Boats,  ^ith  Windlass's  &  David's,  and  a  Sheave  Cnv 
ward  in  each. 

1  Six  or  Eight  Oa/MBarge. 

Sundry  Coils  of  Rigging,  of  2}  to  8  Inches,  and  SO  or  40  Good 
Water  Cask,  &  Two  Shallops,  unless  the  Council  of  Safcij  MMk 
it  proper  to  Employ  those  now  bringing  Stone.  The  men  heloDg- 
ing  to  the  Oally^s  now  Engaged  in  this  Service,  for  want  of  warm 
Cloathing,  are  not  Capable  of  doing  half  Duty,  &  if  the  Weather 
Changes  a  little  more  severe  than  at  present,  will  be  good  for 
nothing. 

•  SAML.  MORHIS,  JDN. 
Wov.  18th,  1776. 


John  Moob  to  Ool.  Hbnbt  Hill,  1776. 

Fort  Lee,  14th  Nov'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

By  Col'l  Hampton  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  of  your  enjoying 
perfect  health,  which  give  me  the  utmost  pleasure;  it  is  sometime 
since  we  arrived  at  this  place,  where  we  live  id  the  Woods  in  Tents, 
there  is  a  constant  expectation  of  an  action  opposite  to  us  at  Fort 
Washington,  which  make  no  doubt  will  be  in  a  short  time ;  Yester- 
day past  by  this  place  Lord  Sterling's  Brigade,  on  their  way  to 
Brunswick;  it  is  thought  the  Enemy  is  on  their  way  to  the  South- 
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ward.  The  Bearer,  Captaip  HeDderaon,  la  going  to  Philadelphia, 
to  apply  for  a  Oap^s  Oommiaa'B,  I  realy  nmat  take  the  Liberty  of 
Beeommending  him  to  your  notice,  as  it  Lays  in  power  to  serre 
him,  as  he  is  a  GFent'n  fiting  to  fill  any  Station  he  may  apply  for, 
and  his  BehsTOor  hi  my  Batten  I  speak  mnch  in  his  praise. 
Wkk  Hijor  Bark's  best  Ooaip'ts  to  yon,  I  am, 
ITt  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obed't  H'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  MOOR.  . 

Direcled, 
To  GoL 'Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


OouNOiL  TO  6bn.  Msrcbb,  1776. 

Sir, 

As  there  is  the  g^teat  proepeot  of  a  visit  from  the  Enemy  yeir 
shortly,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  War,  as  well  as  this  CouneiJ, 
that  the  Artillery  Delonging  to  this  State,  with  their  stores,  be  imme- 
diately returned.  The  Coonoil  request  General  Meroer  to  forward 
them  wUh  ibe  utmost  Dispatch, uiiaer  theOave  i)f  the  Bearer, Oapt. 

By  Order  of  the  Oeitteil« 
Qeii.  M er0^. 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  14th,  1776. 

P.  S. — ^If  it  is  certain  that  the  Enemy  do  not  intend  to  pay  a  visit 
to  this  State  bv  Water,  then  General  Meroer  will  please  to  detain 
the  Artillery  for  the  safety  of  New  Jersey. 


COUKCIL  TO   COMMODOEB  ShTUOUR,  1776. 

In  Connca  of  Safety,  Phikda.  Nov.  14th,  1776.  • 
Sir, 

You  are  not  to  permit  any  Sea  Vessels  to  pass  down  the  Biver 
below  the  Ohevaux  du  frise,  without  special  License  from  this  board, 
or  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Oounoil. 

To  Commodore  Seymour. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  4. 
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James  Rbsp  to  Chablbs  Thomson,  1776^ 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Bearer  has  somethiog  of  the  utmost  moment  to  the  Berviee 
of  the  States  to  commuoieate  to  Congress.  I  beg  yoa  will  bear  him 
and  introduce  him  to  that  very  Honorable  Body.  I  am  so  engaged 
in  the  Committee,  that  I  cannot  write  more,  and  indeed  I  think  I 
need  not,  as  the  man  can  best  tell  what  he  has  to  offer.  If  he  can 
do  what  be  says  he  can,  ho  will  do  wonders  and  a  most  signal  Ser- 
vice to  his  Country. 

Your  most  h'ble  serv*. 

JAMES  READ. 

Beading,  November  16, 1776. 

Directed^ 

To  Charles  Thomson,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Congress 
Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  Jacob  Oiesling. 

""/ 
QeaiJemen, 

The  bearer  haa  a  scheme  to  propose  of  fire  rafts  for  burning  Yee- 
sels.  I  have,  therefore,  referred  him  to  you  for  examination  of 
hiaplaiifl. 

CHAS.  THOMSON. 
To  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


Geo.  Stbvbnson  to  Council,  1776. 

Carlisle,  Nov',  16th,  1776. 
Qentlemen, 

By  Michael  Boyer,  your  express,  I  received  y  Packet  inclosing 
y'  circular  Letter  to  the  several  Colonels  of  the  Militia  Associators ; 
I  have  already  engaged  the  necessary  Expresses  who  will  set  out 
^th  the  Letters  in  about  an  Hour :  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  readiness 
of  the  good  men  of  Cumberland  County  to  march  on  the  shortest 
Notice,  but  believe  We  are  very  short  hi  Arms.  It  is  said  the  Treaty 
is  over,  the  Oommissioaers  are  not  yet  returned. 
^  I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient, 
H'ble  ServS 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 


PTOISniTANIA.  AftOBXTlS  177«w  » 

^y}tk  die  Servioe  of  ibe  State  of  Ftansylraiiia.    The  Hoiin>te  the 
Go«MnI  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 
Bj  Blich^  Bojer^  their  Express. 


COMMITTBB  AT  T&BNTON  TO  ComQSL^  1776« 

In  Committee,  Trenton,  Nor  16Ui,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

We  reoeired  the  500  Bashels  of  salt  direoted  to  us  to  be  I^poeed 
amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  we  have 
sold  agreeable  to  your  Instructions  in  the  small  Quantity  of  half  a 
Bushel  to  each  applyer.  And  in  their  Behalf  wo  beg  yon  to  aooept 
oar  most  Sincere  Thanks  for  this  very  seasonable  tho'  scanty  supply. 
Permit  us  to  Represent  to  you  that  the  Necessities  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants  of  this  State  for  this  absointely  necessary  article  are  extremely 
Urgent,  we  shall  use  no  Arguments  to  Engage  Your  further  eon* 
sideration,  beinff  perfectly  assured  from  your  past  kind  attention  to 
us  that  you  wm  as  soon  as  possible  Qrant  such  further  supply  as , 
may  be  in  your  power. 

We  are,  Oentlemen, 

Your  most  H'Ue  Ser«*, 

By  Order  of  Committee, 
DAVID  PINKERTON,  Clk. 

P.  S.  We  have  paid  Capt.  Richards  for  the  salt,  also  ye  Expence , 
attending  the  Delivery,  &c. 

IHreeied, 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  City  and  County  of 
PhiUulelphia. 


John  Rbad  to  Council,  177B. 

Sir, 

This  with  a  return  of  work  an  account  of  sundry  disbursments 
will  be  handed  to  Capt.  Blewer  by  William  Smith.  I  found  my- 
self  under  the  necessity  of  advancing  the  wages  of  the  Ditchers,  or 
they  were  determined  to  leave  the  work  unless  I  did  allow  them  6* 


more^  rather  then  snffier  them  to  sepertte,  I  promised  it  t0  them, 
they  were  offer'd  more^  and  «•  everj  neoenaij  waotad  bj  thfM 

nie  are  greadj  lacreased,  thaj  haye  some  reaaoa  of  thai  aSvanoe 
eredayly  pay.  » If  it  should  he  desagreeable  to  the  Boar^  pleas 
to  segnefy  it  to  me,  bat  should  they  be  suffer  to  leave  the  works  not 
finishedi  it  may  be  of  Infinite  dammge,  but  submitt  to  your  deter- 
mination, and  am,  with  submisioni  Your  Most  Humble  SeryS 

JOHN  READ. 
Fort  Islaikd,  18th  Nov.  1776. 

Dtrtehdf 
To  Joseph  Blewer,  Esq.,  Southwark,  Philadelphia. 


Hbnby  Fxshjbb  to  Codkoil,  1776. 

Lewistown,  Nov  19th,  1776. 
Qcntlemen, 

Having  this  opertunity  by  Mr.  Andrew  Purviane,  I  must  inform 
you  that  yesterday  there  was  Seven  Large  Vessels  seen  from  the 
Li^ht  house  about  five  or  six  Leagues  to  the  Southward  of  the  Gape, 
which  I  apprehend  are  the  same  vessels  that  have  been  off  here  for 
tlus  two  weeks  Past,  this  Day  they  axB  not  to  bo  seen  from  the  Light 
houses.  Although  the  wind  has  been  this  12  hours  to  the  South-- 
ward,  they  are  bound,  I  amaeine,  to  the  Northward,  or  they  might 
have  been  in  to  Day,  as  they  have  had  two  Tides  of  nood  since  they 
Appeared  in  sight.  Mr.  Purvianoe  was  at  the  Light  house  whea 
the  ships  hove  in  sight;  if  they  should  make  up  our  bay  you  may 
Depend  that  I  have  all  things  in  Beaddiness  to  Give  you  the  Bariiest 
Accounts  you  may  Depend  upon  it. 

I  am  in  haste.  Gentlemen,  your  most 

Oblig'd  Humble  Servant, 

HENBY  FISHEB. 

Dirededj 
To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  Philadelphia. 
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Lbwib  N10OI1A  TO  OomroQi,  1776. 

Wednesday,  NoVer.  20th,  1776, 
Sir, 

As  possibly  the  affur  of  the  stable,  whMi  I  aeaiioaed  to  jcm  yss* 
teiday  momiiigf  nay  hacro  ddped  your  memory,  aad  I  may  be  herafter 
blamed  for  not  having  informed  the  Conned  of  the  oiroumBtanoes 
thereof,  before  the  pnblio  money  is  expended  thereon,  shonld  the 
man'who  claims  it  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Gonncil  for  removing  it. 

Oapi.  Hay,  of  the  artiUeiy,  built  the  stable  on  grovad  betongiBg 
to  the  baiiacka^  and  sold  the'materials  to  a  man  thai  lives  in  the 
eonntry. 

Ooll.  Hempton  informed  me,  the  night  before  last,  that  the  offi- 
oeta  eommaading  corps  in  the  barracks  were  to  meet  there  yesterday 
morning  to  settle  the  disposition  of  the  rooms  in  the  most  convenient 
manner,  t,  agreeable  to  the  information,  attended,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  zoom  shonld  be  made  in  the  wing  ooonpied  by  the  Oerman  Bat* 
talioii  for  Capt.  Doyle's  oompan;^,  and  that  the  cellars  should  be 
filled  with  men,  this  arangement  wiU  make  20  rooms,  as  soon  as  the 
Flying  Camp  men  march  ont,  and  50  cellars  for  the  reception  of 
troops,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  this  I  have  directed  that  the  cellars  should 
be  deaned  and  fitted  for  the  reoepUon  of  men.  I  beg  the  favour 
you  will  acquaint  the  Council  with  ihis. 
lam,  Sir, 

four  most  obed^  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Be  so  kind  to  acquaint  the  Council  that  18  wagons  with  sick  men 
from  the  camp  and  four  this  mominff,  came  to  the  barracks,  the  men 
say  more  wagons  are  on  the  road  and  two  shallops  coming  down  the 
river. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


Extract  op  a  Lbttbe  fbom  Gbn.  Mebcbb,  1776. 

Dated  Elizabeth  Town,  20th,  Nov.  1776. 

Litelligence  was  brought  me  last  night  that  the  enemy  intend  to 
reduce  Fort  Lee,  and  wen  to  march  thro'  the  Jerseys  to  attack 
PUh^elphia. 
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All  the  Transports  that  draw  the  least  water  are  preparing  to  take 
in  troops,  their  Destination  was  only  copjeotured  to  be'  a^nst  Phil- 
adelphia or  South  Carolina,  the  Transports  oarry  Fascines  on  their 
Quarters.  Houses  are  taken  up  in  New  York  to  barrack  Ten  Thou- 
sand men,  bat  it  is  given  out,  and  firmly  believed  in  the  Army,  that 
tfrey  will  not  go  into  winter  Quarters  before  another  attempt  is  mado 
to  redme  some  Part  of  the  OoasL 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  further  Information  in  a  few  Days. 


Genf , 

The  foregoing  Bztract  I  send  you  by  Desire  of  Oongress,  &  Is  the 
whole  Information  Oongress  are  possess'd  of  relative  to  the  Designs 
of  the  Enemy. 

I  am,  Gent", 

Tour  very  hum«  Serv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK;  Pre^ 
Directed^ 

To  the  Hon*  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Joseph  Huff  to  Council,' 1776 

'nia  Furnace,  N 
2l8t  Novem',  1776. 


Hibernia  Furnace,  New  Jersey, ) 


Gentlemen, 

The  above  works  are  now  employed  in  makeing  Canon,  large  Bound 
Shott,  Grape  Shott,  &o.,  for  the  publick  service,  and  'tis  expected 
the  Works  will  continue  in  Blast  'till  late  in  January,  but  as  it  is 
now  the  time  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  provisions,  and  I  have  no  Salt  to 
cure  it  with,  I  must  beg  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  send  me  30 
bushels  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Henry  Howell,  or  to  whom  he  may 
order  the  same,  otherwise  I  must  immediately  putt  the  Works  out 
of  BUst  &  cannot  compleat  the  orders  I  have  rec',  which  I  presume 
will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Interest  of  this  Country,  as  at  this 
time  I  know  of  no  other  Furnace  in  this  Province  in  Blsdt,  or  that 
the  stores  of  Ordinance  can  be  Suppl/d.  My  Great  want  of  the 
above  Article  does  not  leave  me  time  to  apply  to  the  Quarter  Master 
Gen^  for  a  proper  Letter  to  you  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  Gent", 

Your  most  h'ble  Serv*, 

JOS.  HUFF, 
Manager  of  the  above  Works. 
Dxrectedf 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia.. 
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JflNUTES  OF  A  MSBTING  At  THB  IkDIAN  QuBEN,  1776. 

Al  a  meeting  of  the  following  resectable  Citizens  of  Philadelphia 
and  other  parts  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvanis,  at  the  Indian  Qaeen 
in  Fourth  street,  on  the  25th  day  of  Noyemheri  1776,  to  wit : 

Thomas  McKsan,  Gh'man.  Jno.  CHALoma,  Clk. 


James  Ash, 
Emanuel  Ejres, 
L<  Colonel  Parke, 
Senj.  Evres, 
Jno.  Labojteaux, 
Dr.  Jackson, 
Major  Becker, 
Cap^  Barry, 
Bd.  Chamoiers, 
Jno.  Wilson, 
Wm.  Hardie, 
.Saml.  Simpson, 
Wm.  Henderson, 
F.  McElvane, 
H.  Bougherty, 
Wm.  Brown^ 
Paul  Cox, 
Benj.  Dean, 
Jno.  Henniseed, 
Matt.  McHenery, 
Andw.  Porter, 
Joshua  Fanning, 
Jna  McDongle, 
Cbristn.  Hunner, 
Saml.  Williams, 
Chs.  Risk, 
Jos.  Bice, 
Wm*  Barnes, 
Frans.  Paries, 
Jno.  Taylor, 
Jas.  Budden, 
Wm.  Bradford, 
Wm.  Goates, 
Wm.  Hall, 
Saml.  Read, 
Jos.  Dean, 


Thos.  Cnthbert,  jr. 
Frans.  Gilbert, 
Jas.  Morrison, 
Geo.  Ord, 
Chas.  Alexander, 
Jas.  Read, 
Jno.  Nicholson, 
Saml.  Shaw, 
Jos.  Blewer, 
Matt.  Irwin, 
Jno.  Cox, 
Wm.  Sharp, 
Jno.  Galloway, 
Jno.  Barnhill, 
Law  Birnie, 
B.  Harbeson, 
Jerema.  Dougan, 
Major  Prootof, 
Capt.  Moulder, 
Capt.  Craig, 
Alexr.  Henderson, 
Robt.  Bethell, 
Wm.  Gilmore, 
Jas.  MoGlare, 
SamL  Massey, 
Jas.  Lottgheady 
Dd.  Hall,  jr. 
Jas.  Little, 
Jno.  Lad  Howell, 
Alexr.  Boyd, 
Wm.  Richards, 
Jas.  Alexander, 
Jas.  Lang, 
Alexr.  Power, 
Joo.  Wigton. 


On  motion,  Resolved  una.,  That  Mr.  Wm.  Imlay,  late  of  New 
York  be  requested  to  attend,  agreeable  to  his  own  desire  on  Satur- 
day night  last. 

Mr.  Wm.  Imlay  appeared  and  offered  reasons  to  the  C«  met,  why 

Vol.  v.— 4 
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be  ongbt  not  to  be  aoctised  as  an  Enemy  to  his  Gonntrj,  and  then 
withdrew. 

Whereapon  a  Qaestion  was  pnt.  Is  there  any  evidence  ag*  s*  WS- 
liam  Imlay,  sufficient  to  accose  him  hefore  the  Committee  of  Safety 
as  an  Enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  as  a  person  whose 
going  at  large  would  endanger  the  safety  of  the  United  States^  or 
any  of  them  J 

Carried  in  the  Negative. 

Moved,  That  Mr.  Daniel  Smith  be  requested  to  attend  this  meet- 
ing immediately  &  bring  his  day  hoA  of  Saturday.  Agreed  to 
unanimously. 

Cap^  Bams,  Mr.  Hennersly  was  appointed  to  request  Mr.  Smith 
to  attend. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  &  Informed  that  he  thinks  Jos.  Stanbury 
soDg  Qod  Save  the  King,  in  his  bouse,  &  a  number  of  persons  pre- 
sent bore  him  Chorus,  oh  the  15th  October,  1776,  Mr.  W.  Clifton, 
Mr.  Henley,  Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Connor,  Mr.  Smith,  Cap^ 
Forrest,  Mr.  Jos.  Stanbury,'*'  Mr.  Je£feries,  Mr.  Ashton^  Mr.  Jeyes, 
Mr.  Footman,  Mr.  Yaux,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Pike.^  ' 

Moved  that  Mr.  Proctor  &  Mr.  Blewer  be  desired  to  request  the 
attendance  of  Robert  Saunders,  Mr.  Smith's  Barr  Keeper. 

Mr.  Jas.  Budden  being  called  upon  by  the  Gent,  present,  informed 
that  Mr.  Johnson  told  him  that  he  was  in  C*'  with  Mr.  Wm.  Smith, 
Broker  &  Bioh'  Footman,  that  one  of  them  gave  the  King,  as  a  toast, 
in  a  Low  voice,  the  other  said  give  it  aloud,  upon  which  they  both 
drank  it,  &  Johnson  left  the  C°. 

Moved  &  agreed  to,  that  each  person  present  do  ooUect  &  return 
to  this  C"  at  their  next  meeting,  the  names  ot  such  persons  who  are 
suspected  as  Tories  &  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  America. 

Mr.  Blewer  &  Mr.  Proctor  returned  &  reported,  that  Mr*  Smith's 
Burr  Keeper  could  not  be  founct* 

Ordered  that  the  information  rec'ed  be  laid  before  the  Committee 
of  Safety  to-morrow  morn'g. 

Agreed  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday  evening  at  5'clock. 

Met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Wm.  Shute  in  the  Chair,  Jno. 
Cbaloner  Secretary.  ' 

Cap*  Falconer  informed  the  C"*  met,  that  James  Prescott  was  a  per- 
son suspected  of  being  a  tory  and  an  enemy  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  Mr.  Prescott  attended,  and  acknowledged  that  he  thought 
&  bad  often  said,  that  it  was  unjustifiable  to  make  opposition  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  in  any  case  whatsoever. 

Isaac  Atwood  attended,  and  informed  that  be  had  often  seen  Pres- 
cott at  Mrs.  Ball's  in  C"*  with  a  N»  of  others,  who  frequently  sung 
loyal  soqgs,  such  as  God  Save  the  K',  &o.,  drink*  success  to  the 
British  arms  against  America;  that  when  any  news  came  to  town 

^  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  48,  and  page  H  and  98  this  Vol. 
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FmmoU  wbenl  about  town  to  ooUe^t  the  C*  that  assoeiated  there^ 
who  rejoiced  to  hear  news  of  the  snooese  of  the  British  forces ;  that 
he  particularly  waited  on  Mr  Attwood,  desiring  him  &  Mr.  Barrow  to 
attend  at  Mrs.  Ball's,  that  a  Gent"  who  deserted  from  Quebeck  was 
to  be  there. 

Moved  that  Mr.  Prescott  be  carried  before  the  Gonnoil  of  Safety 
immediately. 

Ordered^  That  M.  Porter  &  Mr.  — ^—  carry  Mr.  Ptescott  be- 
fore the  Council  of  Safety. 

Joel  Arping  attended,  Mr.  Atwood  informed  that  he  rode  express 
for  Congress,  &  Jones,  the  tayem  keeper,  told  him  that  he  rode  ex- 
press once  or  twice  to  Read*  with  Letters  to  O.  Prescott;  that  he 
attended  at  Mrs.  Ball's  to  drink  toasts  &  sing  sonss,  to  the  injury  of 
America;  that  he  brot  a  paper  contain*  a  list  of  the  persons  in  New 
York  who  swore  allegiance  to  K.  Q. ;  he  acknowledges  that  he  would 
as  leave  take  up  arms  on  the  one  side  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Chambers  ft  Mr.  Wilson  was  ordered  to  take  him  before  the 
Gonnoil  of  Safety. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  this  place  to-morrow  at  5  o'clock. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Council,  1776. 

November  26th,  1776.   [ 
Sir,  r 

I  herewith  send  you  my  account  ft  vouchers,  which  you'll  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  the  Council  when  convenient;  I  must  also 
request  your  application  for  a  supply  of  money,  as  I  have  some 
tradesmen  to  pay  who  have  compleated  their  work,  ft  other  to  supply 
from  time  to  time. 

As  these  unsettled  times  may  occasion  many  removes  in  the  bar^ 
racks,  ft  that  most  of  the  rooms  are  supplied  with  bedsteads,  tables 
ft  benches,  which  cannot  be  removed  into  store-rooms,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  them  fastened  up;  as  locks  are  attended  with  much 
inoonveniency,  occasioned  by  the  men's  loosing  the  keys  ft  putting 
ihe  locks  out  of  order,  I  prefer  padlocks,  whi?h  may  be  taken  into 
the  stores  whenever  the  rooms  are  occupied.  1  have  hiUierto  found 
it  impossible  to  procure/ the  number  1  want,  I  propose  advertising 
this  day  for  them  in  expectation  that  some  smith  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  will  undertake  it. 

lam,  S', 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
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'  I  fllioiild  have  sent  in  the  aooonnt  iViesdaj  last,  had  I  not,  at  th^ 
t^qnest  of  Major  Pi^tor  &  Ooll.  Oosiasko,  attended  them  to  Fori 
Island;  which  I  did  not  choose  to  refbse,  tho*  mj  absence  was  ver^ 
Inconvenient  to  me. 

Be  so  kind  to  retnm  me  the  Receipts  for  money  advanced  to  John 
Patterson,  as  I  maj  want  them  when  I  settle  with  him. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Hon^i«  Council  of  Safety. 


Council  of  Safety  to ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  28, 1776 


tGlenilemeni 

The  Coancii  of  Safety  for  this  State,  exceedingly  lament  the  pre- 
sent necessities  of  the  people  with  respect  to  salt,  and  they  harf 
used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  that  eVil,  and  not  altogether 
without  success,  as  it  is  coming  m  by  degrees,  yet^not  in  such  quan- 
tities as  to  fully  supply  our  wants,  yet  we  are  not  without  hopes  that 
before  our  navigation  is  wholly  interrupted  by  the  approaching  season, 
enough  may  arrive  to  prevent  much  distress  for  want  of  it.  The 
scarcity  of  Salt  has  furnished  the  enemies  of  Ameriea  with  too  good 
an  occasion  to  create  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  many  who  have 
credited  their  false  insinuations  and  artful  tales,  calculated  to  destroy 
all-  confidence  in  this  Council  and  the  persons  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  our  public  affairs,  for  which  purpose  they  have  led 
them  to  believe,  that  large  quantities  of  Salt  were  kept  back  fK)ni 
ibe  use  of  the  people  and  remained  stored  in  this  City.  The  Council 
can,  with  the  greatest  sbcerity  and  troth,  declare  that  they  are 
ignorant  of  any  such  practices,  and  have  taken  every  measure  in 
their  power  to  prevent  them,  and  would  so  far  discourage  any  thing 
fif  the  kind,  that  they  would  authorise  any  peitoot  or  peraone  to  break 
open  any  store  or  warehouse  where  Salt  Nvas  so  stored  and  witheld 
from  use,  and  to  seiae  upon  and  make  sale  of  the  same  to  the  people; 
We  would  therefore  desire  you  to  make  it  known  to  the  people,  that 
th€^  may  be  undeceived,  and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  their  virtue 
and  fortitude  will  support  them  patiently  thro'  this  difficulty,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  heavier  calamities  that  will  ensue  should  the 
British  army  prevail  against  us,  an  amy  that  is  waging  war,  not 
from  sound  policy,  but  only  to  gratify  the  avarice,  the  rage  and 
resentment  of  an  inflexible  tyrant,  and  as  we  are  well  informed  froni 
New  York,  whose  mercies  are  crueUies  in  comparison  with  your  pre- 
sent sufferings,  and  not  distinguishing  Tories  from  Whigs.'*' 

*  See  Minata  in  Gol.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  16,  20,  22.  There  are  several 
eopfes  of  this,  which  does  not  appear  on  the  Minates,  and  no  direction,  pro- 
bably it  was  addressed  to  the  several  CounUes. 
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Pbqcbbdikgs  of  Town  Mebting  at  State  HorsB,  1776. 

At  eleven  o'clock  this  forenoon,  a  very  large  &  general  Town 
Meeting  was  held  at  the  State  House  Yard.  The  Mcmhers  of 
General  assembly  and  the  Coancil  of  Safety  were  present.  Mr. 
Rittenhonae,  Yioe  President  of  the  Oonnoil  in  the  Chair.  The  intel- 
ligeooe  which  has  been  reoeived  of  the  probability  of  Genl.  Howe 
having  it  in  Contemplation  to  invade  this  State,  was  laid  before  the 
Citizens,  and  they  were  informed  that  the  Congresq  had  requested 
the  Militia  of  the  City  and  of  several  of  the  Counties,  and  part  of 
the  Militia  of  each  of  the  other  Counties  to  march  into  New  Jersey; 
The  people  expressed  thdr  cheerful  approbation  of  the  measure  by 
the  mo6t  unanimous  acclamations  of  Joy  ever  observed  on  any  occa- 
sion, and  the  Militia  are  ordered  to  be  reviewed  to-morrow  at  2 
o'clopk.  General  Mifflin  addressed  his  fellow  Citisens  in  a  Spirited, 
animating  &  affieotionale  addressi  which  was  reoeived  by  them  with 
marks  of  approbation,  which  showed  their  esteem  for,  &  confidence 
in  tlie  Oenml.* 

Indorsed 
Of  the  Public  Meeting,  88  Nov%  1776. 


COMMITTKB  OP  INSPECTION,  &0„  OP  CUMBEBLAND  Co.,  17T6-' 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  Cun\berlan4  Cpunty 

at  Carlisle,  Nov  28th,  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Bearer  hereof,  Liea<  Philip  Anstruther,  a  british  Officer, 
Prisoner  of  War,  by  Reason  of  his  Indisposition  is  unable  to  travel 
in  Company  with  the  Other  Officers  by  the  way  of  Reading.  It  is 
aTso  necessary  that  an  Officer  should'settle  with  the  Commissary  nli 
Lancaster  for  the  Rations  of  the  Privates  6tatioi|'4  there,  apd  y r* 
Anstruther  having  requested  the  Indulgence  of  this  Committee  to 
travel  by  the  Way  of  Philadelphia  to  Consult  Physicians  there,  We 
have  for  the  foregoing  Reasons  thought  proper  to  grant  his  Request, 
on  his  promiset  to  wait  on  the  Hon^^  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  some 
member  of  it,  as  soon  Sls  he  should  reach  Philad* ;  Which  we  hope 
the  Board  will  approve  of,  as  they  can  forward  him  as  they  think 
best.  The  OUier  Gentlemen,  their  Servants,  their  Servants'  Wives, 
and  their  Bagge  in  Waggons,  will  set  out  this  Afternoon  or  to  mor- 
row Morning,  by  the  way  of  Reading  &  Trenton  to  the  nearest 
Camp  of  the  United  States  in  Jersey,  under  the  Escort  of  Leu^  Coll. 
John  Creigh  &  M'  Sphraim  Steel,  two  of  our  Members,  who  will 

*  See  ManhaU^s  RemenhraiMer,  p.  119. 
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wait  of  you  on  their  Betarn.  We  do  not  send  to  Fort  Le^  (becaose 
We  are  informed  it  is  evacut^d  by  our  People),  nor  do  we  Adress 
any  Letter  to  General  Green,  but  to  the  General  Officer  who  may 
eommand  at  any  Camp  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  Trenton. 
We  are,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedient,  Humble  Servants. 
.   Signed  by  Order  of  the  Committee, 

GEO.  STEVENSON,  Ohiurman. 

Directed. 

The  Hon^i"  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  SUte  of  Pensylvania^  at 
Philad*. 

By  Lieut.  Anstruther. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Sbcrbtakt  of  Council,  1776. 

Noyember  29th,  1776. 
Sir: 

I  beg  the  &vonr  of  you  to  inform  the  Council  that  Cap<  Doyle, 
who  received  ten  Bed  oases  from  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  German 
Battallion  at  the  time  that  he  was  ordered  to  do  duty  with .  said 
Battalion,  returned  but  five  of  them,  &  that  on  visaing  the  rooms 
they  occupied,  I  find  a  bedstead  without  its  bottom.  I  attended 
twice  at  the  barracks  yesterday  to  receive  the  Utencils,  without  its 
being  in  my  power  to  get  them  delivered  up.  The  pots  &  bucketSi 
except  such  as  are  still  used  by  some  sick  men,  were  left  in  the 
barrack  yard. 

I  am,  S', 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Directed. 

•  To  the  Seotr  of  the  Hon«*  Council. 


Dr.  Thomas  Bond  to ,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir : 

Lest  the  feimily  should  be  alarmed  for  want  of  Horses  to  move 
off  if  they  should  chuse  so  to  do,  I  have  sent  home  my  Carriage 
Horaes.  I  Yesterday  left  Elizabeth  Town  between  1  &  2  o'clock,  & 
think  I  was  the  last  Man  belonging  to  the  Army  left,  but  my  good 
old  friend  General  Mercer.  I  was  very  much  perplexed  in  moving 
my  Sick ;  could  scarcely  get  Waggons  to  move  them  to  a  Boat  to 
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Come  here ;  they  ate  not  jet  Arrived  &  have  been  kft  exposed  to 
the  Weaker  ft  Enemy..  The  Distress  of  this  Oonntry  is  Amazing, 
ft  our  Army  in  bad  Condition  to  withstand  the  Pursuers.  I  cannot 
hear  of  their  Advancine  farther  as  yet  than  Newark ;  all  onr  Army 
will  be  here  this  day,  ft  small  ft  w^  it  is.  I  wait  for  the  arrival 
of  my  Sick  ft  Gen.  Washington ;  I  propose  Carrying  Mine  to  New 
Owtle  on  the  Delaware;  whether  the  General  will  permit  or  no  I 
yet  oannot  learn;  unless  the  Pennsylvanians  will  fiffht  ft  Gome  ft 
meet  the  Enemy  for  that  purposOi  oar  all  is  gone.  I  am  amazed  at 
the  Condnct  of  these  Middlet  Colonies.  I  shall  be  with  yoa  soon ;  I 
will  not  be  taken  if  Indostry  ft  a  good  look  oat  will  saye  me.  My 
Love  to  every  Body. 

Years  most  affeo*^| 

THOS.  BOND. 
Friday,  29  Nov.,  1776.    Brunswick. 

Since  Writing  the  above,  I  have  leave  to  carry  my  Sick  where  I 
think  propisr,  ft  have  therefore  determin'd  to  proceed  with  ^m  to 
Philadelphia.  I  therefore  reqnest  you  will  direct  the  Bearer,  John 
Long,  in  my  employ,  to  wait  upon  ^General  Mifflin,  ft  request  him 
to  Issae  Orders  for  the  Reception  of  40  Sick,  in  some  convenient 
place  near  the  Town,  if  to  be  had.  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  to 
oonsult  G^nl.  Mifflin  upon  a  proposal  I  have  made  of  Instituting 
Hospitals  for  the  Sick  in  Darby,  Chester,  Marcus  Hook,  Wilming- 
ton, ft  Newcastle.  I  think  the  Water  Carriage  from  Trenton  to 
those  Places  would  save  much  Carting,  ft  this  plan  much  better  than 
one  now  propos'd,  of  sending  the  Sick  to  East  Town,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Reading,  fto.  From  what  I  can  gather  to  Day,  I  think 
oar  Army  mean  to  make  a  stand  here,  though  I  have  had  the  most 
troublesome  ft  distressing  Day  I  ever  New,  ft  therefore  have  seen 
no  great  Folk  from  whom  I  could  learn  their  Intentions. 

T.  B. 

P.  S. — ^If  the  Bearer  can  be  of  any  use  to  the  Family,  make  use 
of  him  'till  I  come  home. 


Council  of  Safhty  of  Kbitt  Co.,  1776. 

November  the  30th,  1776. 

A  Quorum  of  That  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  belonging  to 
Kent  County  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  at 
their  last  Setting  met — 

The  Council  went  into  a  choice  of  a  Chairman,  and  Genl.  Bodney 
was  chosen  Nem.  Con. 

The  Council  taking  into'their  Consideration  the  great  scarcity  of 
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Stit  withia  tbiB  Gountj,  and  the  di^tess  that  muat  be  oocMioDed  to 
the  Inhabitants  thereof  onleaa  a  speedy  Supply  of  that  Neeefsary 
Artiole  be  Obtained, 

BesoWed,  That  this  Council  will  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  as  much  Salt  as  can  be  Obtained 
from  them  for  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County. 

Besolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Cooncil  write  a  Letter  to 
the  said  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  purposoi  and 
lAclose  therein  a  copy  of  these  Besolutioos. 

Eesolvedi  That  the  Trustee  of  the  General  Loan  Office  for  the 
County  of  Kent  pay  the  Amount  of  the  Salt  that  may  be  obtained 
as  aforesaid,  on  the  draught  of  the  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Salt  when  obtained  shall  be  distributed 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  who  are  not  already  pro- 
vided, in  {equal  portions  aooording  to  the  quantity  Obtained,  the 
portions  to  be  assertained  by  this  Council  when  the  whole  quantity 
n  known.  Evety  person  to  whom  such  portion  is  Delivered  pe^ying 
the  money  al  the  time  of  delivery,  and  taat  no  more  than  the  pnme 
Cost  shall  be  demanded,  Bxeept  the  Necessary  Expense  arising 
thereon,  to  be  also  Asoertained  by  OonnoiL 

A  True  Copy  from  the  Minutes  of  Council. 

CJSSAE  fiODNBY,  Chairm-. 


Maj.  Ektnion  Williams  to  Owbn  Biddlb,  1776. 

Bnihswick,  Nov'm'  30th,  1776. 
Sir: 

You  mention  to  your  Brother  (and  my  worthy  Friend)  that  Clo- 
thing for  the  Kegiment  is  now  ready.  I  have  acquainted  Lord 
Sterling,  in  whose  Brigade  our  Reg^  is,  and  he  directs  that  they  re- 
main in  Philad*  until  further  orders. 

The  Enemy  are  advancing  hj  slow  and*  secure  movements,  bitt  as 
soon  as  our  Pen*  &  Jersey  Militia  join  us,  I  hope  to  ooQvince  them 
that  we  can  &  will  disperse  them. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Regard, 

Sir,  Your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

JHreckd. 
Owen  Biddle,  Esquire,  To  Care  of  Mr.  Beisberg,  Philadelphia. 
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CouKoiii  or  Safoty  to  dnzras,  1776. 

In  OoQaoil  of  Safety,  ) 
Phikd%  80th  Not.,  177«*  J 
It  18  no  less  necessary  than  painfal  that  the  present  moTements  of 
General  Howe's  Army  requires  we  shonld  appriase  the  inhahitants  of 
this  City,  who  wish  to  avoid  the  insults  and  oppression  of  a  lioentioos 
Soldiery,  that  they  prepare  for  remoying  their  Wifes  &  Children 
and  yalnaUa  eflbots  on  a  short  warning  to  somo  plaae  of  scanty. 


Bksolutioks  or  CoimciL  of  Safkt,  1776. 

In  Ooandl  of  Bafiety. 

Phikdelphia,  December  Ist,  1776. 
BaaolTcd, 

That  eaoh  man  who  sbaU  on  or  before  Wednesday  next,  march 
from  the  city  and  libeitiea  of  Philadelphia,  to  join  General  Wasb* 
ington,  shall  reoeiye  (over  and  besides  nis  month's  pi^  adyance,)  a 
Bounty  of  ten  dollars,  tp.  be  paid  him  by  the  Col.  of  his  respective 
Battali<m. 

That  each  man  who  shall,  on  or  before  Saturday  next,  march  from 
the  counties  of  Philadelphia  &  Chester,  to  join  GenenJ  Washington, 
shall  receive  (over  aud  beyond  his  months'  pay  advauco)  a  Bounty 
of  ten  Dollars,  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Col.  of  his  respective  Bat- 
talion. 

That  each-  man  who  shall,  on  or  before  Wednesday,  the  11th  of 
this  month,  march  to  join  General  Washington  from  the  Counties 
of  Lancaster,  Tork,  Cumberiand,  Berks  &  Northampton,  dudl  re- 
ceive (over  &  besides  his  month's  pay  advance,)  a  Bounty  of  ten 
dollars,  to  be  paid*  Mm  by  the  Col.  of  nis  respective  Battalion. 

That  each  man  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  18th  of  this  month, 
safoh  from  th%  Gow^ee  of  Northoinberlaiid,  Bedford  A  Westmore- 
land, to  join  GenenJ  Washington,  shall  receive  (over  &  besides  bift 
month's  pay  advance,)  a  Bounty  of  ten  dollars,  to  bo  paid  him  by 
the  CoUonel  of  his  respective  Battalion. 

That  the  first  60  men  in  one  company,  who  shall  join  General 
Washington  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  first  60  men  )n 
one  Company  from  each  of  the  Counties  of  th's  State  respectively, 
shall  receive  ten  dollars  additioniJ  bounty,  to  be  paid  on  their  arri- 
val at  the  Camp,  and  that  the  second  50  men  from  the  City  and 
from  each  County  respectively,  shall  receive  the  Bounty  of  five  dol- 
lars each,  to  be  paid  them  on  their  arrival  at  the  Camp. 
>  4* 
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That  the  Officers  of  the  Battalions  of  the  Oity  and  of  each  oonnij 
respectiYelj)  who  diall  first  march  two  handred  men  shall  receive  a 
hoonty  proportioned  to  the  Goantj  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  first  50 
men  who  shall  arrive  at  the  Camp,  according  to  the  pay  of  each  offi- 
cer respectively. 


Council  op  Sapbty  to  Rev. ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Dec'r  Ist,  1777. 
Bev'd  Sir, 

Yonr  Country  greatly  depends  on  the  Encouragement  which  yoa 
give  to  your  People.  We  doubt  neither  of  your  Virtue^  P^triotiam 
nor  readiness  to  contribute  all  in  your  Power  to  animate  them  in  the 
cause,  and  induce  them  to  march  to  the  Assistance  of  General  Wash- 
ington. If  you,  or  any  of  your  Brethren  would  ofier  to  go  as  Chap- 
lain to  the  Militia,  it  would  have  an  exceeding  good  effect  The 
Council  of  Safety,  solicitous  for  the  event  of  the  present  Campain, 
entreat  you  to  exert  ail  your  well  known  Influence  &  Abilities  in  the 
service  of  your  Country. 

By  Order  of  Council.* 


Rbsolution  of  Council  of  Safett,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philad'a,  Dec'r  2d,  1776. 
Order, 

That  no  Person  be  admitted  to  pass  the  Bivet  Delaware  without 
a  pass  from  this  Board. 

By  Order  of  Council.f 

*  This  seems  to  have  been  addressed  to  the  Clergy  generally,  as  there  aiw 
several  ooples. 
f  Not  on  Minutes. 
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Orders  to  Commodore  Sbtmovr,  1776. 

• 

In  Gonndl  of  Safety. 

Philad'a,  2d  Deoem%  1776. 

Sir, 

Yoa  are  hereby  ordered  to  bare  ail  the  Oalleys  immediately  up 
to  PhiAIdelphia.  The  two  w'ch  are  to  remain  are  to  be  stationed  at 
the  Cheveaaz  da  firise  at  Fof  t  Island. 

By  order  of  GonnciL 

DAV'D  KITTENHOUSB,  V.  P. 

Directed f 

To  Commodore  Seymour. 


BssoLunoNS  ov  Beal  Whigs,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Phila'a,  Dec  2d,  1776. 

The  following  is  an  Extraot  from  a  Number  of  Resolves  entered 
into,  '^  at  a  meeting  of  Real  Whigs,  met  at  the  Philadelphia  Society 
Hidly  December  Ist,  1776.  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Chairman,"  and 
ddiyered  into  the  Council  of  Safety.    Viz. : 

Beaolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  that  in  the  pre- 
sent emergency  and  uotill  a  Militia  Law  be  enacted,  eveiy  Person 
between  the  age  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years,  be  ordered  out  under. 
Arms  for  the  defence  of  this  State. 

Resolved, 

^'That  it  be  recommended  that  all  Persons  ftc,  be  ordered  out  ex- 
cept those  who  from  their  Religious  denominations  are  uniformly 
known  to  be  conscienciously  scrupulous  against  bearing  Arms  In  any 
ease  whatsoever,  and  that  those  pay  as  follows  for  this  exemption, 
Kve  Shillings  in  the  pound  agreeable  to  the  last  AasesBment  of  th^ir 
Estate,  Provided  said  Tax  will  amount  to  Five  pounds,  and^.  it 
■ud  tax  will  not  amount  to  Five  pounds,  that  then  the  said; 
sum  of  Five  pounds  be  lovied  on  them,  and  that  the  said  TaZ' 
be  levied  on  all  Estates  of  Persons  who  do  not  go  out  whatever,  un-' 
less  detained  in  the  Public  Service  of  this  State  or  of  the  United* 
States,  and  that  the  said  Tax  be  immediately  collected  and  applied 
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to  the  086  of  tli«  Sick  and  wounded  Aseoowtors  and  the  FamilieB  of 
the  ABBOointors/^ 

Resolved  in  Council,  That  the  two  foregoing  Resolyes  be  referred 
to  the  General  Assemblej  of  this  State. 

By  Order  of  Council. 


RssoLUTioKS  07  CouNOiL  OF  Safstt^  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philadelphia;  Deo'r  2, 1776. 
Resolyed; 

That  Capt.  Huston  immediately  proceed  up  tfae^RiTer  Delaware, 
as  far  as  Trenton,  and  remove  all  the  river  Craft,  Vessels  &  Boats 
from  the  Jersey,  to  Pennsylvania  side  of  Delaware,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  becoming  serviceable  to  the  enemy  in  their  attempts  to 
cross  said  River. 

By  order  of  Cean<»l. 

Passed. 


Council  of  Safbty  to ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safbty. 

Philad^a,  Dec  2, 1776. 
The  Army  under  General  Howe,  has  taken  possession  of  Bnuuh 
wick.     General  Washington,  not  having  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
to  oppose  the  enemy,  is  obliged  to  retreat  before  him. 

Vigor  &  Spirit  alone  will  saVe  us — there  is  no  time  to  be  spent  in 
words — exert  yourselves  like  Freemen. 


GoL.  Wm.  Oqoks  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  received  lat  Instant  an  express  from  the  Board  of  War,  ordering 
me  to  march  with  my  Battallion  to  Brunswick,  with  all  posBible  ex- 
pedition ;  it  id  a  retj  unfortunate  ciroumBtaaee,  as  all  my  Soldien 
asra  unprovided  with  Guns,  Gloaths,  Blankets,  Ac,  Imt  hope  the 
CoDU^  of  Saiety  or  Board  of  War  will  provide  these  things.  I  expeef 
t0  hogin  nay  nuumh  the  Tenth  or  Eleventh  Inst.,  and  not  before,  as 
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xuitiLctmj  Offi^na  ua  recnutiagftt  diff»eAft  plMSB  »  mat  dktaai» 
firom  this.  Since  mj  laot^  I  hA¥e  reo'd  from  Gapt.  KicVu  Milkr^ 
two  thouand  DollarSi  which  was  soon  expended,  as  the  offioen  have 
been  very  saoceesfol  in  reoruiting,  four  Capt'ns  have  their  Companya 
near  fall.  I  have  oonsnlted  with  some  of  my  Offioera,  and  it  is  oar 
opinion  that  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  at  least  is  immediately  wantinff, 
as  seyeral  sams  of  money  has  been  borrowed,  and  many  of  the  Sol- 
diers have  not  receiyed  their  fall  bounty,  and  cannot  possibly  maiob 
antili  they  reoeiye  it  and  their  Sabeistanoe  money;  Ihoae  reasons 
will  be  Bomdent  to  giye  no  delay  in  sending  this  som.  Lieut.  Hen-, 
deison  b  Boyd,  waits  on  you  with  this  letter,  to  whom  I  desire  the 
money  to  he  giyen,  they  will  giye  you  any  farther  information  ne- 
cessary. 

I  am^  Gentlemen, 

yoor  most  Obed't  humble  Sery't, 
^  WILLIAM  COOKE, 

Col.  12th  Beg't  Penn.  Bog's.      ^ 
Northmnberland,  2d  Deoem'r,  1776. 

DtreeUdf^ 
To  the  Hon.  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Ptdnm^lvania. 


John  Wbitzkl  to  Council  op  Sapett,  1776. 

Sunbury,  Dec  2d;  1776. 

Sir, 

I  am  flony  to  inform  you  that  I  haye  not  as  yot  any  hemp  os  of 

the  other  articles  that  the  Coancil  desired  me  to  purchase ;  lMmp.ia> 
yery  plenty  in  this  County,  but  there  is  scarcely  any  broke,  the  nur- 
mers  here  are  jast  done  putting  in  their  fail  grain,  so  that  they  haye 
not  had  time  to  work  at  their  hemp,  and  hands  are  not  to  be  had 
here  for  any  price.  I  expect  to  got  the  greatest  part  of  what  you 
ordered  me  to  buy  between  this  and  Christmas.  I  haye  lode  through 
the  County,  adyanced  Money  to  num^rs,  &  haye  done  eyery  thing 
in  my  Power  since  I  came  home  from  Philad'a,  to  execute  your 
orders,  but  could  not  get  it  done.  Blankets  and  Woolen  Cloths  are 
not  to  be  had  here,  Linens  haye  been  and  are  yet  yery  scarce,  but  I 
expect  will  be  yery  pleaty  soon:  the  Women  and  Weayen  am  all 
olosely  employed.  The  nearer  nereof^  Mr.  Bobart  McBride,  goes 
4own  on  purpose  to  apply  for  a  Lieutenanoy  in  the  aeryif e  of  tl^^ 
TTnited  States,  I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  to  recommend  him  as  a 
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mwi  of  Spirit  and  resolatlon,  and  have  not  the  least  doaU  but  lie 
vill  make  a  good  Officer,  be  serred  during  the  Last  War. 
I  am, 

Tour  most  Obed*  Serv*, 

JOHN  WBITZBL. 

Directed. 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq',  President  to  the  Ootmcil  of 
Safi^ty  ef  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


.   David  Pottbr  to  CouisroiL  op  Sapbtt,  1776, 

Bridge  Town^  2d  DeoeuAr,  1776. 
Sir, 

This  serves  to  Liform  yon  that  the  scarcity  of  Salt  in  this  place 
occasions  a  much  greater  Quantity  of  Poark  for  sale  than  otherwise 
would  have  been,  therefore  requests  to  know  whether  my  Orders 
may  not  be  inlarged,  so  far  as  to  Bulk  Poark  to  the  Quantity  of  what 
Salt  I  now  have  received  waigbting  to  Barrell,  till  I  get  a  few  Bnsh- 
iUs  more  this  winter,  or  by  the  first  Shallops  in  the  Spring,  and  must 
further  reauest  you  to  give  the  Bearer,  my  Father,  an  order  to  re- 
oeive  £400,  for  which  have  sent  a  person  up  to  Town,  as  Poark  is 
now  ooming  in  fiist^  &  am. 

Sir,  your  Very  Hum'le  Scrv't, 

DAVID  POTTER. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Phila- 
delphia. 


JONA.  MiFFLIK  TO  CotmCIL  OF  SAFETY,  1776. 

Trenton,  Doo'r  8d,  1778.     " 
Sir, 

By  order  of  his  Honor,  General  Putnam,  I  now  inform  you  tint' 
befiffe  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter,  he  had  made  all  the  IBoards  at' 
Trenton  Landing  into  Rafts,  and  a  Pftrty  of  men  are  ordered  up  the 
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Bmtio  mtk4  tlM  sam  of  all  ihe  BoniB,  and  SoiiiKamg  tliaft  air 
OD  or  near  the  Banks. 

I  ani^  Sir; 

Tour  very  h'ble  Serv't, 

JONA'N  MIFFLIN. 

Direded, 

Tbo«a9  Wharton^  Esq.^  Prerident  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
Philada. 


Col.  Joseph  Wood  to  Council  of  Simty,  1776. 

Tioonderoga,  Dec'r  4th,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  reoeiyed  yoars  as  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  by  Captain 
Fishbame,  oomplaining  that  the  Soldiers  was  not  paid,  I  oasnot 
answer  for  any  neglect  of  that  Sort,  before  I  had  the  Reg*,  I  very 
well  know  that  all  the  sick  as  discharged  from  the  Oen.  Hospital  by 
the  DootofB,  aa  unit  for  seryiee,  said  to  be  by  Gen'l  Gates'  orders, 
which  the  General  positively  denies ;  I  have  ordered  an  Advertise^ 
.ment  in  the  Papers,  setting  forth  the  Mistake  of  their  being  dis- 
eharged,  and  that  they  shall  be  paid  all  thaVs  dae  them ;  is  it  not 
Tory  eztraordinanr  that  Messrs.  Mease  &  Caldwell,  will  not  let  m 
know  what  the  Soldiers  is  to  pay  for  their  Clothes,  &o.,  and  that 
one  half  of  the  wages  is  stopped,  now  almost  for  a  year,  how  Is  it 
possible  that  the  men  should  have  justice  done  them,  when  the  pay 
IB  withheld  by  all  the  Paymasters,  by  Mease  ft  Caldwell's  orders- 
even  the  half  pay  that's  received  is  very  lately  fbr  want  of  Caeh  j 
Pray  now  who  is  in  fiftnlt,  we  have  enough  to  answer  for  of  our  own 
Neglect,  bat  if  the  Soldiers  have  jnst  cause  of  Complaint,  which  I 
aver  they  have,  let  the  Saddle  be  put  on  the  Horse  it  belongs  to. 
Fair  play  is  a  Juel. 

•  For  all  this  Army  at  this  place,  which  did  consist  of  12  or  IS 
thousand  men,  sick  and  well,  no  more  than  nine  hundred  pair  of* 
dices  have  been  sent ;  one  third  part  at  least  of  the  jpoor  wretches  is 
now  barefooted,  and  in  this  condition  obliged  to  ao  duty,  this  is' 
shocking  to  humanity,  it  cannot  be  viewed  in  any  milder  Light  than' 
black  Murder,  the  poor  Creatures,  is  now  what's  left  alive,  lying  en 
the  cold  nound  in  poor  thin  Tents,  and  some  none  at  all,  and  many 
down  with  the  pleurisies,  no  Barracks,  no  Hospital  to  go  in,  tho 
Barraeks  is  at  Saratoga,  if  you  was  here  your  Heart  would  melt.  I 
paid  a  visit  to  the  sick  yesterday,  in  a  small  House  called  an  Hos- 
pital, the  first  object  that  presented  my  eyes,  one  man  lying  dead  at 
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ikB  door,  the  iande  two  noee  hying  dead,  two  Vimg  lying  betirooo 
them,  the  living  with  the  dead,  hi^  so  laid  for  four  a»i  twenty 
iiours — I  went  no  farther,  this  was  too  mooh  to  see,  and  too  mach 
to  feel,  for  a  Heart  with  the  least  tiootove  of  Humanity. 
I  am,  Sir, 

yoormost  obed't 

H'ble  Serv't, 

JOS.  WOOD. 

N.  B. — ^At  present  we  have  not  one  pair  of  Shoes  or  one  Blanket 
in  the  store. 

A  tme  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  Counoil  of  Safety^  from  Col.  Jos. 
Wood. 


Col.  Antooity  Watnh  to  Council  op  Safhtt,  17T6. 

Tieonderoga,  4th  SeoV^  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

Toon  of  the  eighth  Oetober  I  reoeived,  and  note  the  Conteatsi  I ' 
kttve  made  striot  enqnixy  eonoerniog  the  supposed  fraud  yoa  mentioA 
nd  find  no  just  foundation  foe  a  oharge  of  that  nature;  if  any  of 
the  Soldiers  are  gone  home  wilJiout  their  pay,  it  was  not  the  ofiioeia 
who  were  to  hlame.  I  believe  there  was  some  disoharged  the  Ser* 
vioe  eontraiy  to  orders,  by  the  Direotors  of  the  General  Hospital  at 
Fort  George— these  were  not  paid  off. 

But  kast  that  you  should  still  oonclude  that  it  was  the  Offioer^s 
Fault,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  our  Regiment  never  had  it  not  in 
their  Power  to  pay  the  men  monthly;  add  to  this  one  half  of  their 
Wages  is  stopped  by  order  of  Congress,  amounting  to  £14,  for  th^ 
Payment  of  not  more  than  7  or  £8,  here  there  may  be  some  ground 
of  complaint,  altho'  none  where  it  is  so  liberally  bestowed. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  do  make  it  my  study  to  see  justice  done 
to  the  Soldiers,  I  oould  wish  equal  care  had  been  taken  in  evsry  De- 
partment;  the  wretched  condition  they  are  now  in  for  want  ol  almost 
every  necessary  and  convenience  of  Lue,  except  Flour  and  bad  Beef, 
is  shocking  to  Humanity,  and  beggars  all  Description.  We  have 
neither  Beds  nor  Bedding  for  our  sick  to  lay  on  or  under,  other 
than  their  own  thin  wretched  Cloathing,  no  Medicine  or  Begimeo 
suitable  for  them,  the  Dead  and  Dying  laying  min^^ed  together  ia 
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0V  SmfiMf  or  railier  House  of  OarnagOy  is  no  nnoomiMiD  sigbi^ 
tkeBB  are  objects  tenlj  worthy  jonr  notiee,  as  well  as  of 
Tour  most  obed't  H'ble  Servant, 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 
A  tme  C6pj  of  a  Letter  from  Col.  '\ 
Anthony  Wayne,  to  the  Oouncil  > 
of  Safety.  ) 

Indanedf 

Copy  of  a  liOtteva  from  Col.  Anth'y  WaynOi  dated  Deo'r  if  and 
from  Gol.  Wood,  of  same  date,  from  Tioonderoga,  the  Original  being 
lent  to  Coogreea,  a  oopy  of  the  Letter  Miat  Inolosed  them,  is  here- 
with. 


Thos.  Bond  to  Council,  1776. 

Gentlem^Bi 

In  my  son's  letter  laid  before  yon,  he  requests  Provision  may  be 
made  for  40  siok  Persons,  who  are  to  be  brought  from  his  Hospital 
to  this  city,  and  desires  it  may  be  considered  whether  it  would  not 
be  most  expedient  for  all  the  Military  Hospitals  to  be  fixed  as  ne&r 
as  possible  to  Water  Carriage. 

With  respect  to  the  impaediate  Provision  he  mentions  for  the  sick, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  Pennsylvania  Bettering  House  &  Provin- 
oial  Hospitals  may  accomodate  them  and  many  more  without  the 
least  Infringements  on  the  original  Design  of  those  Institutions,  by 
only  removing  b  excluding  at  this  Time  such  sick  as  do  not  absolu- 
tely require  the  particular  conveniences-  of  those  Houses.  With 
respect  to  Water  Porta^  Military  Hospitals  particularly  require  it, 
because  the  Joltings  of  Horse-Carriages  would  greatly  aggravate  the 
Violences  of  fractured  &  splintered  Bones  from  Gun-Shot  Wounds. 

A  very  Short  Beflection  on  the  nature  and  use  of  Military  Hospi- 
tals at  this  time  must  convince  you  that  a  Strict  attention  to  them 
is  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  the  distressed,  &  to  the  Community  : 
I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  advising  that  some  able,  judicious  & 
ezperieuo'd  Person  or  Persons  may,  in  the  Character  of  Physician  & 
Sarseon  to  the  Pennsvlvania  Troops,  and  Director  General  of  the 
Mihtary  Hospitals  in  this  State,  be  impowered  to  fix  on  proper  Places 
for  opening  and  supplying  them  with  Assistance,  Nurses,  &  all  other 
Conveniences,  which  Art  or  Humanity  requires  for  their  relief  and 
sopport.  That  the  Physicians  General  and  their  mates  shall  be 
obiigsd  to  attend  all  such  poor  wounded  or  sick  Soldiers,  as  shall 
choose  to  remain  in  their  own  Habitations     That  the  PfaysieiaQ 
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8hftlIeiTe partionlar  Direotioiis for  mil  the  medteiiieB  & iiwtraiiieiits  i» 

the  Hospitals  &  Surgeon's  Chests,  &  make  oat  general  Forms  of  ¥n^ 
soription,  agreeable  to  the  Custom  of  the  best  regulated  Armies  in 
Europe^  which  would  not  only  be  a  real  advantage  to  the  siok,  bat 
a  great  Saving  of  Ezpence  at  this  Time,  when  foreign  Drugs  are 
scarce  &  dear.  .  And  lastly,  that  the  Physicians  shall  be  particularly 
enjoined  to  take  every  necessary  Precaution  against  the  Spreading 
of  contagious  Diseases  amongst  the  Inhabitants. 

When  I  see  so  many  of  my  Friends  and  valuable  fellow-citizena, 
exposing  themselves  to  the  Horrors  of  War,  I  think  it  my  indispen- 
sable Dutv  to  make  them  a  tender  of  the  best  Services  in  my  Power, 
upon  condition  that  I  can  have  the  joint  a8si8ta.nce  of  my  Son  in  the 
great  undertaking,  who,  I  aCm  certain,  you  will  find  on  Enquiry,  has 
already  distinffuished  himself  in  this  Department.  As  1  am  told 
many  of  the  sick  are  near  the  city,  the  sooner  this  matter  is  oon- 
oluded  on,  the  better.  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  wait  on  yoa 
soon,  &  I  am^ 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  respectful, 
h'ble  Servant, 

TH.  BOND. 

Dec.  4th,  1776. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Council  ov  Sapbit,  1776. 

December  4th,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  beg  the  favour  you  will  inform  the  Council  that  agreeable  to  the 
notice  given  I  met  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  at  two  o'Clock  yes- 
terday afternoon,  when  about  130  persons  gave  in  their  names,  and 
'  more  since,  and  this  morning  chose  their  Officers  as  specified  in  the 
inclosed  return. 

In  order  to  make  the  service  as  easy  to  the  inhabitants  as  possible, 
I  have  divided  to  city  &  suburbs  into  three  districts,  each  of  which 
is  to  take  the  Quards  most  convenient  to  them. 

Northern  District.  North  side  of  Arch  street  &  northward. 
Guards — Tte  two  Powder  Magazines. 

Middle  District.  South  side  of  Arch  street  to  the  Drawbridge. 
Quards— State  House  &  New  Goal. 
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Sonlhem  District.  From  the  Drawbridge  sontlhraTd.  Oiiard»-^ 
Frigates  ft  Faggots. 

I  suppose  the  Council  will  thinlr  a  city  guard  necessary  at  least 
by  night  to  mount  in  the  courthouse,  and  consist  of 

The  Officers  of  the  city  guards  to  patrole  in  their  turn  every  night 
through  different  parts  of  the  city, 

The  Town  major  to  yisit  the  gnards  frequently  and  keep  all  per- 
sons to  their  duty,  also  from  time  to  time  to  patrole  the  city. 

The  patroles  to  take  up  all  persons  they  find  unlawfully  employed 
or  behaving  in  a  riotous  manner. 

If  the  patroles  see  any  number  of  persons  assembled  whom  they 
have  reasonable  grounds  to  suspect  are  combining  any  thing  detri- 
mental to  the  public,  they  must  secure  them  &  make  a  report  there- 
of in  the  morning  to  the  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 

A  sufficient  number  of  arms  &  ammunition  to  be  left  at  each 
guard  hoase,  which  the  new  guard  is  daily  to  take  charge  &  make 
use  of.  The  officer  commanding  each  guard  is  to  take  care  the  am- 
munition is  not  embezeled  or  wasted. 

The  arms,  if  not  discharged  on  service,  to  be  new  loaded  once 
in  fourteen'  days,  but  new  primed  every  day. 

The  City  Ouard  to  be  mounted  by  the  Districts  in  their  turns* 

The  above  regulations  I  beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  Council  for  their 
approbation  or  alterations,  i  have  received  the  return  of  the  offi-^ 
ceis  only  for  one  district,  shall  to-morrow  give  in  a  return  of  the 
whole. 

I  am,  S', 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

I  believe  two  Stibaltems  will  be  sufficient  for  the  city  Guard,  with 
one  Serjeant,  one  Corporal  &  thirty  men. 

Dinctedj 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


John  Rbid  to  Presidekt  of  CotNciL,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  4th  Decem',  1776. 

Sir, 

This  afternoon  I  received  Orders  from  the  Council  of  Safety  not 
to  porohas  any  more  wood,  I  shall  not  until  further  orders.  I  re- 
ceived the  like  orders  from  Mr.  Vice  President  Rittenhous,  with 
Sections  to  send  a  return,  which  I  did,  and  if  my  messenffor  has 
not  deceived  me,  Mr.  Rittenhouse  must  have  received  it  on  Monday. 
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The  haaitr  is  jort  Betting  <mt  or  would  forme  a  3*  r^oro,  te  tend 

with  this,  but  shall  as  soon  as  possible  for  fear  of  a  Miflcarrage,  aend 
a  particular  aooount  of  what  has  been  received,  oonsumed  and  the 
remains  in  store  to  the  28th  November,  the  day  I  made  an  aotnal 
fittrvejr  of  the  wood  on  hand. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  nost  Obedient^ 

Humble  ServS 

JOHN  BEAD.    . 

DirecUdf 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  ja%  Esq.,  President  to  the  Hon.  Council  of 
Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsilvania.    Philadelphia. 


Lkwis  Nicola  to  Council  of  Safety^  1776. 

Dec^mbGD  5th,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  received  the  Coancil's  orders  for  a  retqm  of  the  persons  enrolled 
ibr  the  CitjOuard.  The  lists  I  took  at  the  first  meeting  I  gave  the 
officers  of  the  different  Districts,  &  and  have  not  jet  received  the 
returns  of  the  different  companies,  but  shall  if  possible  make  a  return 
to  the  Council  this  afternoon.  I  suppose  the  return  is  wanted  to 
known  if  any  are  fit  to  go  to  oamp,  I  suspect  several  of  them  are, 
but  could  90t  dietisgoish  them  aa  the  crowd  was  so  great  and  pressed 
on  me,  to  prevent  it  as  far  as  was  in  my  power,  I  gave  notice  that 
any  person^s  name  being  on  my  list  would  not  excuse  him  from  ser- 
Tuse  if  j«dge4  eapi^bla. 

I  am,  S^, 

Your  most  obed*  serv^, 

LEWIS  NIOOLA. 
Direciedf 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


-SInbas  Maceat  to  Board  of  War,  1776. 

Kittanning,  the  5th  December,  1776. 
Sir: 

I  last  night  received  your  order  from  the  Honourable  the  Board 
of  War,  in  oonsequenee  of  which  I  have  this  day  issued  the  neoes* 
■uy  orders,  &  shall  Mareh  with  all  possible  diapatoh  to  the  plaoe 
diveeted. 
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I W  leave  to  ioform  yoa  at  the  same  time,  that  scaroity  of  Pro- 
TiaioD  a  othet  diisagteeaDle  circatnstaQcefl  obliged  me  to  permit  a 
nnmber  of  the  men  to  go  to  partioular  Stations  to  be  snpplied,  but 
haVe  directed  a  general  rendezvous  on  the  15th  Inst.^  at  a  proper 
place,  and  from  thence  shall  proceed  as  ordered. 

As  I  woa'd  not  ehooee  that  the  Battalion  shonld  labonr  under 
STSTf  disadvantage  when  at  Brnnswick,  being  now  in  need  of  evjsr^ 
l^ingy  I  shall  be  obliged  to  make  Philadelphia  my  Bout,  in  order  to 
be  supplied.  I  therefore  hope  the  proper  Provinon  will  be  aad^ 
of  Begimental  Gamp-Kittles  &  Aims,  as  mentioned  to  Ool.  Wkon| 
V  Captf>  Boyd. 

MWB  MACKAT, 
C.  8«^R.P.P. 

On  the  Service  of  the  United  States.  Richard  Peters,  -Bsq-^ 
Seeretary  of  the  Board  of  War.    Philadelphia. 


LUBWI0  EuHK  TO  Council  of  Sapbtf,  1776. 

To  the  Hononhible  the  Council  of  Safety : 

Qentlemen, 

Aooordinff  to  your  Resolve  on  Dec  the  3d,  a  Company  of  horse 
is  to  be  raised.  But  the  Terms  seems  something  misstical ;  There- 
fore, 1  hnmbly  preenme  to  make  the  following  Proposals,  vis.,  Uiat 
Each  man  shall  receive  the  Sum  of  20  Dollars  Bounty,  and  3  pound 
paj  p^*  month,  likewise  that  etoh  man  shall  be  ingaged  dureing  the 
War.  I  am  well  assured  that  I  can  have  a  Company  in  a  short 
Time  of  ezpearianeed  Germans  on  these  Terms,  They  bdng  furnished 
Each  with  a  Horse,  two  Pistols,  and  a  broad  Sword  at  the  publiok 
ezpeaoe^  and  that  a  proper  Sum  of  Money  should  be  put  into  some 
person's  hands  immediately,  so  that  the  Business  should  not  be 
retarded. 

LUDWIO  KUHN. 
Phibdelphia,  Deeemlf  6th^  1776. 

iHrectedf 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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Col.  Hbnry  Hill  to ,  1776. 

Eoxborough,  6th  Deo',  1776. 
Sir, 

The  Connoil  having  honor'd  me  with  repeated  orden  &  inlell- 
ligenoe  from  the  24th  to  the  30th  past,  I  eonsulted  the  officen  of 
my  Battalion  on  Monday,  &  met  as  many  people  as  oonld  be  ool* 
lected  on  Wednesday. 

Altho'  some  officers  join'd  their  best  endeayoors  to  produce  a 
desirable  effect,  others  were  utterly  deficient,  &  the.  men  could  be 
brought  to  no  good  resolution. 

Their  objections  can  never  be  silenced  but  by  a  more  established  k 
equitable  militia  law,  for  the  cry  is,  <'  all  or  none.''  Yet  I  must 
think  these  unmanageable  fellows  would  fight  if  the  Enemy  was  at 
hand. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you,  Sir,  with  a  detail  of  all  the  steps  taken  in 
the  line  of  my  duty  on  this  occasion,  but  I  hope  they  would  appear 
neither  more  nor  less  deliberate  than  my  materials  &  and  the  noblest 
cause  demand  of  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed*  humble  Serv*, 

flENKY  HILL, 
Col' 4th  P.  B.  C. 


J.  Stansbuky  to  Council  of  Sapbtt,  1776. 

New  Jail,  6th  Deoem',  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  Saturday  Evening  lasl  I  was 
made  prisoner  in  my  dwelling-house  by  some  armed  men,  who  took 
me  before  a  number  of  Persons,  whose  stile  or  authority  I  was 
entirely  ignorant  of,  to  answer  for  my  behaviour  at  the  City  Tavern 
on  the  15th  of  October  last,'*'  touching  which  I  had  before  been 
examined  &  dismissed  by  your  Board. 

I  informed  them  of  ths^t  circumstance,  k  delivered  the  certified 
Copy  of  my  affirmation,  which  was  read  to  them  by  their  Clerk. 
Notwithstanding  this,  they  again  questioned  me,  whether  I  sung  God 
Save  the  ^ing  or  joined  in  the  Chorus?  both  which  I  answered  in 
the  negative.  They  then  order'd  me  to  Jail,  (without  assigning  any 
reason  or  giving  me  a  mittimus,)  where  I  have  lain  these  five  days 
in  most  irksome  confinement.  Permit  me  to  observe,  I  expected 
from  the  qualification  I  had  taken  before  you,  and  from  my  quiet  & 

*  See  page  78-4. 
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inofleiuBYe  demeanor,  that  I  Bbonld,  Qpqnestioiiably,  haTe  been  pro- 
teeted  in  m j  Liberty  k  Ptopertj  by  ^e  present  GoTemment,  or  at 
least,  that  no  injiiry  of  ibis  kind  would  have  been  offered  me,  nnleea 
Bome  impmdenoe  on  mj  part  should  have  given  jnst  ooeaaion  fbr  it. 
It  is  from  joiir  Jostioe  I  expect  relief  from  my  present  Confinement, 
and  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  want  no  other  advocate  at  your  board  to 
attain  it,  tiiaa  the  bare  representation  of  Faets  above  redted. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

With  due  regard  &  Esteem, 

Tour  most  obed*  humb*  Se^, 

J.  8TANSBURY.* 

To  the  President,  Vice  President,  or  Gentlemen  of  the  Cotinoil  of 
Safety.     Present. 


Gen.  Cadwaladbr  to  Council  of  Satbty,  1776. 

Head  Quarters,  Trenton  Ferry,  Bucks, ) 
•  8th  Dec,  1776.  j 

Gent»,  , 

His  Bzoel^,  General  Washington,  desires  me  to  reanest  that  yon 
will  immediately  dispatch  a  Party  of  men  from  Philad*  to  cut  down 
&  destroy  the  two  Bridges  on  the  Burlington  Boad,  ono  on  Pensaw- 
kin  &  the  other  on  Cooper's  Creek,  as  he  is  apprehensive  the  Enemy 
intend  to  pass  to  PhUad*  by  that  Rout.  Let  me  beg  of  you,  in  my 
own  name,  that  you  will  alarm  the*  whole  Country,  South  &  West, 
nothing  but  their  assistance  can  save  us ! 
1  am,  Gent, 

with  great  respect, 

Your  most  ob*  h'ble  Serv^ 

JOHN  OADWALADBR.t 

Directed, 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsjiv*. 
Capt.  Watkins. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.  p.  43. 

t  See  Minutes  Council  of  Safety,  Vol  11.,  p.  296.    See  Colonial  Records, 
Vol.  XL,  p.  89. 
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O&Dsas  tF  Lswis  NiooLAy  Town  LIajob,  1776« 

OftDms  iflBued  the  6a,  Ttii,  &  8«h  March,  1776. 

Deoember  6th.    Pflrole  Council  of  Safety. 

The  Serjemt  of  the  New  Goal  Ouaid  to  report  te  the  Tewti  M*jM 

what  prisonera  are  put  in. 

The  Captains  of  the  middle  District  having  reported  to  the  Town 
Major  that  they  oould  not  master  more  than  25  men  for  each  com- 
pany, &  that  they  must  mount  daily  41  men,  officers  inoladed,  the 
Captains  are  desired  to  take  an  account  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  said 
District  capable  of  doing  city  duty,  but  unfit  for  the  field,  &  enrole 
them.  Those  refusing  to  serve  to  be  reported  to  the  the  Town  Major, 
that  he  may  make  a  return  thereof  to  the  Council  of  Saftty. 

Each  District  is  to  form  itself  into  two  companies ;  Svery  oom- 
pany  to  consist  of  1  captain,  1  first  lieutenant,  1  second  lieutenant, 
1  ensign,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals  &  80  men.  One  seijeant  of 
each  district  to  act  as  Serjeant  major.  One  drummer  is  aUowed 
to  each  district. 

The  officers  and  men  not  on  duty  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  when 
called  for,  or  the  drum  beats  to  arms,  for  which  purpose  they  are  to 
be  allowed  every  day  continental  pay,  without  rations. 

The  officers  are  to  form  their  companies  as  soon  as  possible,  &  ^ 
when  oompleated,  t^  inform  the  Town  Major  thereof,  that  he  may 
muster  them. 

When  any  thing  extraordinary  happens,  the  officer  or  e^eant 
commanding  the  guard  to  make  a  report  thereof  to  the  Town  Major. 

December  7tt,  1776.    Parole  Handcock. 

The  new  Goal  guard  to  be  reduced  to  1  seijeant  &  1  corporal  ft  12 
men. 

The  four  men  taken  from  the  new  Goal  guard  to  be  added  to  the 
State-house  guard,  which  must  be  reinforced  to  1  subaltern,  one  Ser- 
jeant, 1  corporal  &  30  men,  &,  must  post  two  more  centries,  one  at 
the  east  &  one  at  the  west  end  of  the  new  Goal,  who  are  not  to  per- 
mit anv  one  to  converse  with  the  prisoners,  or  give  them  any  thing 
through  the  windows. 

December  8th,  1776.    Parole  Washington. 
'     The  officers  &  Serjeants  of  the  guard  are  not  to  take  charge  of  any 
prisoners  without  knowing  by  whom  confined  &  for  what  onenee. 

A  corporal  &  6  men  to  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  7  o'clock, 
under  the  court-house,  to  escort  a  party  of  English  soldiers  to  New-     ' 
town  in  Bucks  county.  The  northern  district  to  furnish  the  corporal, 
and  each  of  the  six  companies  one  roan. 

The  sentries  posted  in  the  streets  are  not  to  molest  any  of  the  in- 
habitants passing  quietly  about  their  lawful  business^  neither  are 


VmfiSIhYASU.  ASOHXYflS  1770.  &T 

the^  to  pcrmU  4inj  penwo  to  «ome  wUUii  jtanfoh  of  thmr  umg,  bqt 
oBhge  ibem  to  p«»  at  a  proper  diatatioe.  If  anj  nnmlMur  of  penona 
are  seen  together  in  the  nighty  the  senlriea  must  f^ve  notioe  thereof 
to  the  goiffdy  the  offioer  of  which  jowA  en^iiire  into  the  OMve  of 
(heir  saBdmbling* 

LEWIS  NICOLA^  T.  U. 


JosBPH  Habt  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1778* 

To  the  honomUe  the  Gooncil  of  Safety  of  PennsylTsnia. 
Gentlemen, 

This  morning  I  signed  two  Gertifioatee  of  the  Nnmbere  of  Asbo- 
datoTi  belonging  to  the  Companies  of  Oapt  Jamison  &  Capt.  Wier, 
with  the  nnmber  of  those  who  were  marehed  to  Trenton,  as  also  (by 
a  N.  B.)  with  50  others  who  have  this  day  engaged  to  march  as 
soon  as  they  can  possibly  be  equiped.  The  other  Companies  I  fear, 
will  not  tarn  out  so  well,  at  least  they  are  not  so  forward ;  but  I  am 
doing  what  I  can  to  get  them  o'nf.  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  Pro- 
vision made  for  them  at  the  Camp  will  not  answer  the  Season;  as  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  lie  in  the  open  Field,  without  Tents 
or  Cover. 

I  should  have  gladly  oomplied  with  your  Bequest  eonoerning  the 
Number  &  Equipment  of  the  Battalion,  but  cannot  yet  procure  pro- 
per Betums  from  the  Captains  for  that  purpose. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  due  Respect, 

your  most  obedient, 

&  humble  Servant, 
JOSEPH  HABT. 
Svnday,  Deo.  8th,  1776 

Pireeted, 
To  the  President  of  the  CouncQ  of  Safety. 


Majoe  Thos,  pjftocTOR  to  Council  op  Sapbtt,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  ordered  all  the  regular  Boldiers  tiiat  were  taken  Prisonem 
^  entered  with  me,  to  be  taken  to  Qoal,  as  I  £aar'd  futuro  Gonea- 
^uenoes  that  might  attend  their  staying  at  this  place  in  case  of  an 
Innsioo,  believing  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  that  Correa- 
pondenee  is  held  up  between  Ld.  How,  and  them,  by  means  of  Mrs. 
Vol.  v.— 5 
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White,  wife  of  one  of  my  People.  I  hare  pven  Capt  Conrtnay, 
orders  to  Beize  her  and  her  papers,  and  commit  her  to  confinement 
till  yon  are  pleased  to  hear  the  matter  alleged  against  her. 

I  hope  the  Conneil  will  pardon  my  inadVertency  in  first  fnlisting 
them,  as  I  shall  fDrhid  myself  snch  pleasure  as  Expected  to  have 
had  from  their  services,  in  fntnre. 

Two  Flatts  is  imediately  wanted  to  carry  stone  from  here  to  the 
piers^  as  there  is  little  secnrity  for  the  Chain  and  Trunk,  being  quite 
open  without  they  are  oovered  with  stone,  also  more  men,  if  Possible 
to  bo  had. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 
Fort  Island,  Deo.  8th,  1776. 

Directed, 
To  the  Preaident  of  the  Hon'ble  Gounoill  of  Safety, 
Philadelphia. 


JosBPH  Stansbuby  TO  CotJNCiL  ov  Sapbty,  1776. 

New  Jail,  10  Decem',  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

I  think  myself  cruelly  treated  in  being  confi|ied  to  this  Jail  with- 
out the  least  shadow  of  Reason  whatever.  My  situation  is  singular, 
and  differs  from  that  of  every  Grentleman  confined  within  these  walla, 
not  one  of  them  in  the  same  predicament  with  myself.  I  have  been 
already  heard,  and  discharged  by  y  board ;  if  I  was  before  consider* 
ed  as  a  dangerous  Person,  the  qualification  I  then  took,  effectually 
secures  mv  future  conduct,  for  I  will  believe,  (in  justice  to  my  own 
I  character,)  none  of  your  body  can  even  imagine  I  would  violate  such 
a  sacred  Obligation. 

If  the  People  met  at  the  Philosophical  Society's  Hall,  had  ad* 
duced  any  new  matter  against  me,  there  would  have  been  some  pre- 
text for  keeping  me  so  Ions  separated  from  my  distressed  Family, 
because  in  that  case,  a  fresh  hearing  might  be  thought  necessary. 
Tet,  I  asked  the  Council  if  there  were  any  other  charges  against  me 
&  was  answered  No,  and  thence  concluded  I  had  given  fuU  satisfao- 
tion. 

I  should  have  thought  your  feelings  for  an  injured  fbllow  Oitisen 
'Wantonly  deprived  of  his  Liberty,  (in  violation  &  defiance  of  the 
Bill  of  Bights,  and  every  authentic  declaration  held  up  to  the  Peo> 
•pie) — a  regard  to  your  own  consequence,  wounded  by  their  unjust 
usnrpatioti  of  your  rights--and  the  simpleness  of  the  case  laid  b^ 
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foi^  TCo  ia  mj  kiter  of  Fiydaj  kaly*  noidd  hsre  ptod«o«d  a  ni(M 
speedy  answer  in  my  favour.  I  really  thought  H  afforded  You  a  fiuB 
Opportunity  of  doing  yonrsolvea  Jostioe  in  redreasing  my  private  ft 
malioe  loTelled  injuhes. 

However,  Oentlemen,  your  time  may  t)e  taken  up  with  matters  of 
the  last  importance  to  Freedom,  it  surely  must  claim  an  eminent 
nnk  even  among  such  considerations,  to  protect  and  redress  an  in* 
jur'd  Gitisen,  &  give  a  timely  check  to  such  arbitrary,  unlawfull,  & 
unprecedented  Proceedings  as  I  suffer  by ;  for  if  these  are  tolerated 
there  will  be  no  security  to  Rank  or  Honesty,  nor  difference  left  be- 
twixt Freedom  &  the  most  abjedi  Slavery. 

Hoping  jou  will  please  to  consider  what  is  here  offer'd  as  the 
heartfelt  effusions  of  a  much  slander'd,  neglected,  &  injured  man, 
expecting  redress  from  You  as  Guardians  of  the  Rights  of  tha 
People^ 

I  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed*, 

humble  Serv*, 
J.  STANSBURY. 


CovHOiL  OF  Sapbty  to ,  1776, 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Phihidelphia,  Dec'r  11th,  1776. 
8ir^ 

The  present  situation  of  this  State  makes  it  necessary  to  remove 
an  the  State  Prisoners  from  this  City,  and  the  H'ble  Board  of  War, 
has  advised  us  to  send  part  to  your  care,  to  dispose  of  them  in  such 
place  of  confinement  as  you  may  think  proper.  In  consequence  of 
which,  WB  have  sent  you ;  a  list  of  their  names  you  have  annexed. 
They  have  been  very  active. 


Henry  Fisher  to  Council  of  Sapett,  1776. 

Lewes,  December  11th,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

Last  Evening  came  in  and  Achor'd  in  our  Road  the  Roebuck  and 
a  Sloop  of  War,  and  Remain  here  still ;  if  they  should  move  up^ 
wards  I  shall  give  the  General  Alarm  by  Water  and  Land ;  when  the. 
shipa  came  in  they  had  the  wind  to  the  Eastward,  and  might  hav^ 

*  See  pages  74,  94, 106,  also,  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  48. 
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irtoVd  up  the  Bay  if  ihej  wtex^  ihMh'i  bo  t»  1)6.    BiiVfii«  n^ 
mate  to  ad^  I  RoraaiDf 

Totir  Moflt  Humble  Servant 
y^  to  Command, 

HENRY  FISHER. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honarable  the  Counsel  of  Safety^  in  Philadelphia. 
P'  Express. 


This  Express  Left  Lewis  at  9  o'clock  in  the  mornings  on  the  11th' 
instant. 


Came  to  Cedar  Creek  at  11  o'clock. 
Cairn  to  Dover,  halph  after  four  o'clock, 


H.   FlSBBK. 

Thos.  Evans. 
F.  Battell. 


Came  to  Cantwell's  Bridge,  half  after  Eleaven  o'clock, 

Mat'w  Delany. 

Come  to  Willmington  fiftey  minets  past  four  o'Clock. 

Jas.  Qhandlxr. 

Came  to  Chester  to  Wm.  Keriin^  12  De'br,  half  after  7  o'clock. 

Wm.  Eerlin. 


Heijirt  Fisher  to  Council  op  Safbtt,  1776. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Committy  of  Safety  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Gentlemen, 

ThiB  day  Davis  Bevan  &  Benj.  Canby,  were  both  landed  on  our 
Beach  by  a  Flag  from  the  Rhoabuck  Man  of  War,  Capt.  Hammon 
Coma^der,  with  whose  Officers  I  had  a  conference,  who  have  related 
to  me  that  there  is  now  on  board,  Thirty-eight  Prisoners,  who  they 
have  brought  here  for  Exchange,  agreeable  to  sund'e  Letters  from 
our  two  Commanding  opponents.  These  two  above  mentioned,  are 
both  on  parole,  one  of  which  (Davis  Bevan)  I  refer  you  for  ftirther 
Partienlars,  by  whom  you  may  be  acquainted  with  the  sufferings  of 
many  of  our  Brethren,  who  at  this  time  labour  under  Distresses 
worthy  oi  your  immediate  attention  for  their  relief;  Therefore  I  beg 
you  may,  as  you  will  be  acquainted  by  Mr.  Bevan,  represent  the 


matter  to  Congress,  that  they  may  take  tbe  same  into  coDsideratioii 
for  their  Discharge.  We  are  at  this  time  on  our  guard,  that  no  boats 
shall  JmoA  wilhoat  a  Vhg,  tibe  consequenoe  of  which  yoa  may  de- 
pend of  being  acquainted  w'h  immediately;  the  two  Capes  and  to  the 
Southward  are  Lin'd  Vh  Men  of  War^  and  I  am  of  oppinion  #i8 
he  till  the  weather  will  not  allow  them  on  onr  Coast.  I  am,  Qen- 
Uemen,  with  offers  of  Service; 

Tour  very  hum'e  Serv't, 

HENRY  FJSHEB. 
SMember  llth,  1776. 

N.  B. — ^As  the  Council  of  Safety  were  now  setting  at  Dover  and 
I  beiog  at  this  time  the  only  Commanding  Officer  here,  refer  all  the 
iiboTe  to  your  Notice. 

H.  F. 
IHrected. 

To  the  Hon^>«  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


John  Connolly  to  Cottncil  of  Safbty,  1776. 

Sir, 

Amidst  the  multiplicity  of  your  concerns,  permit  me  to  demand 
jonr  attentiea  for  a  mom^rt;  Engaged  as  I  hate  been  in  this  un- 
nappy  national  contest,  it  has  been  my  misfortune,  to  have  9ipf« 
rienced  a  very  long  and  rigorous  confinement,  highly  aggravated  by 
constant  sickness,  the  effects  of  this  complicated  mstress,  has  reduced 
me  to  the  lowest  condition,  and  it  may  be  thought  expedient,  to  re- 
move me  from  hence,  indiscriminately  with  other  sufferers,  to  p^r^ 
take  with  them  tbe  inclemency  of  some  Frontier  Jail,  without  any 
regard  to  my  very  infirm  state.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  request 
your  interposition  in  my  favor,  supposing  it  may  be  in  the  line  of 
your  Department,  to  alleviate  tbe  afllictions  of  those  who  are  your 
Prisoners,  and  at  your  disposal.  As  I  require  nothing  inconsistent 
with  your  own  safety,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  be  pleased  to  give 
such  directions  with  regard  to  me,  as  may  be  correspondent  with  the 
feelings  of  humanity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

JNO.  CONNOLLY.* 

Decemb'i  11th,  1776. 

Directed. 
Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  196,  200. 
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John  Bull  to  Counoil  of  Safbty,  1776. 

Bir: 

I  have  greeable  to  tbe  order  of  Council^  sent  a  great  Dumber  of 
waggons  to  Philad'a  for  the  Army,  but  find  some  of  tbem  Returning 
with  furniture  and  poor  distrest  Inhabitants,  which  I  cannot  prevent. 
I  am  on  the  same  Service  yet,  but  shall  be  glad  of  your  further  di- 
rections by  my  son,  (who  is  the  bearer  of  thb.)  I  huve  sent  a  few 
of  my  small  Batt'n*. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Hubble  Ser/t, 

JNO.  BULL. 
Dea  11, 1776. 

Directedy 

To  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq.,  Presid't  Committee  Safety,  or  in  hia 
absence,  to  Mr.  Rittenhouse. 

^Ez'lBull.  .    - 


John  Hublbt  to  Ludwiq  Lauman,  1776. 

Philada.,  Deeember  11th,  1776. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

By  this  Waggon  the  Council  sends  an  Iron  Chest,  contsdning 
some  thousands  of  Dollars,  a  Cask  with  our  most  valuable  Papers, 
with  another  Iron  Chest  belonging  to  John  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  which, 
please  to  put  into  some  safe  place  in  your  House.  We  are  yet  in  a 
very  disagreeable  situation ;  however,  the  Enemy  have  not  been  able 
to  cross  Delaware ;  unfortunate  for  us  that  the  Militia  do  not  turn 
out,  there  is  yet  a  great  chance  of  saving  the  City.  A  Member  of 
our  Council  is  just  come  in,  who  says  that  part  of  the  Enemy  are 
marched  up  the  River  from  Trentown,  part  are  still  there,  and  part 
are  marched  down  the  River,  this  is  with  intent  to  divide  our  Army, 
and  then  attempt  to  cross.  Some  of  Col.  Hand's  Regiment  has 
crossed  to  the  East  side  of  the  River  to  annoy  the  Enemy — some 
other  Companies  are  there  likewise  and  plague  them  a  good  deal — 
one  of  our  Parties  has  taken  a  Port-mantua  full  of  Papers  &  Letters 
to  the  Offioers  from  England,  Howe  dispached  the  Light  Horse  after 
them,  who  overtook  the  Party,  but  we  beat  them  <M  several  times, 
and  got  off  safe.  • 

I  am,  Sir,  your  h'ble  Scrv% 

JOHN  HUBLBY. 


WebafejiirtaliBttar  ^  lUpraw,  thai  abooli  er  600  of  Uic 
Eoamy  luive  t&k^  Poesessioii  of  Barlingtoii.  I  ezpeet  to  see  the 
Enemj  to-monrow  or  next  day  oppoiite  rhilada. 

J>ir0eied, 
To  Mr.  Ludwig  Lamnaii,  Laneester. 


Major  Ennion  Willums  to  Council  of  Saprt,  1776. 

Thompson's  Mill;  2}  below  Coryeirs  Ferry, 

Deoem'r  12th,  1776. 
Oemtlemen, 

There  is  not  now  either  Officer  or  Soldier  of  the  late'Col.  Atlee't 
Batallion  with  me ;  they  are  either  in  or  near  Philad'a,  you  will 
therefore,  no  doubt,  request  the  Officers  to  ooUeot  such  of  the  men 
as  are  there  fit  for  duty.  Our  Regiment  remains  in  12  Companies, 
oonsisting  of  about  200  Sank  and  File,  16  or  17  Serjeants,  14  Sub- 
alterns, and  6  Captains,  fit  for  duty,  in  good  Spirits,  tho'  thinly 
dad  and  penniless :  Mr.  Sprogell  and  Captain  Redman  remained 
with  the  Regiment  about  6  hours ;  our  situation  was  such  that  they 
ooald  not  attend  to  the  Mustering  and  paying  them;  but  as  soon  as 
we  know  where  we  shall  remain  for  a  few  Days,  it  will  be  very  hftppy 
for  our  Reg't  to  be  sopplied  with  Cloths  and  jpart  of  their  Pay  at 


lient  Bums  is  promoted  in  the  Congress's  Regiment,  and  is  gone 
to  Philad'a^  Ai^utant  Wallace  has  not  been  with  the  Reffiraent 
ainee  we  left  Trenton  Ferry,  and  if  he  joins  the  Reg't  again,  ho  wili 
be  tried  fi^r  his  eonduot ;  his  absebting  himself  thus  without  Leave, 
at  a  time  when  we  heard  the  Enemy  were  landed  on  this  shore,  and 
expected  to  go  immediately  to  action,  is  too  gross  Behavioar  to  pass 
unnoticed. 

Capt.  Farmer  and  Lieut.  Maise,  are  gone  to  Philad'a  with  a  com- 
plaint of  the  Rheumatism,  perhaps  by  this  time  they  may  be  reco- 
Tered,  and  may  collect  a  number  of  our  men  that  are  strolling  in 
Philad'a. 

General  Lee,  we  are  well  informed,  is  in  the  Jersey  near  Morris 
Town,  with  a  formidable  Army,  we  expect  he  will  attack  the  Rear 
of  the  Enemy,  we  are  in  great  hopes  of  his  success;  I  do  not  expect 
they  will  attempt  a  Landing  near  this,  however,  we  are  destroying 
or  sinking  every  boat  or  means  of  transporting  Troops  to  this  shore. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Enemy  will  be  prevented  from  reaching 
this  side  of  Delaware  this  year,  the  Prisoners  that  have  lately  been 
taken  are  very  ragged,  and  no  Doubt  the  Enemy  will  be  severely 
piaehed  by  the  cokT.  > 
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I  hope  Ool.  BrodhcMd  itf  pcr&olly  leeoi^^rad,  if  be  ftiieiid«  to  eon- 
tiiuie  iu  ihe  PvcDvineial  Semoe,  it  waald  give  me  Satififiolfoii  to 

hear  it. 

The  General  issued  in  orders  yesterday,  that  the  Streets  of  Phila- 
delphia were  crouded  with  Officers,  and  desires  that  those  fit  for  datj 
may  join  their  respective  Corps  immeditt^ly* 

I  am  fully  in  hopes  that  we  shall  soon  extricate  ourselves  from 
the  present  unfavorable  appearanoe  of  afiairS;  and  that  success  will 
yet  crown  our  virtuous  Efforts. 
I  am,  with  great  Respect, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
Directed. 

The  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vanta. 
^  iMom  Mr.  Davis. 


MsASB  &  Caldwell  to  Gouhoil  of  Savistt,  1776. 

12th  Deo'r,  1776. 

As  we  are  exoeedingly  preas'd  for  a  supply  of  Teuts  of  the  Use  of 
the  Army,  w'ch  are  much  wanted,  &  As  the  Bea'  Mr.  Robert  Brid- 
ges,  ia  engaged  in  making  a  Quantity  which  he  has  been  prevented 
nom  finishing,  by  his  hands  ft  himself  being  otherwise  Employ^  Jk 
now  says  he  can  not  finish  unless  he  can  have  some  Indulgenoe  given 
him.  We  would  be^  leave  to  recommend  it  to  your  board,  thn/  yoa 
8ur,  whether  the  Fublio  will  not  bo  served  by  allowing  him  to  stay 
&  finish  them* 

We  are  Respectfully,  Sir, 

Yr  very  Hble  Serv'ts, 

MEASE  &  CALDWELL. 
Dlrectedj 
To  Mr.  Thoe.  Wharton,  Jun'. 


Thomas  Seymour  to  Counoil  op  Safbtt,  1776. 

Gentlemen : 

Capt.  Roach  is  just  come  down  here  and  acquaints  me  he  saw  a 
considerable  number  of  Waggons,  passing  along  the  Jersey  Shore 
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801116  distanoe  from  the  BaDka;  by  intelligenoe  he  briogs,  there  is 
about  two  thousand  of  the  Enemy. 
I  am  Gentlemen^ 

\Four  moBt  obed*  Servant, 

THOS.  SBYMODB. 
Dunk's  Ferry,  Deo'r  12th,  1776. 

Directed. 

To  the  Honbl.  Council  of  Safety, 
at  Philadelphia. 


MAJO&  Ennioh  Williams  to  Owbn  Biddlb,  1776. 

Two  Miles  below  CoryelFs  Ferry, ) 
Decern'  13,  1776.  J 

Dear  Sir, 

Lord  Stirling  has  .this  mom  been  pleased  to  direct  that  our  Regi- 
ment shall  be  paid  off  and  Cbthing  sent  for,  for  as  many  as  are 
here ;  you  will  please  therefore,  to  forward  to  me  immediately,  such 
Clothing  as  you  haye  ready,  to  the  Number  of  280  Suits.  They 
want  Shirts,  phpes,  Sreeebes,  Wasstcoats,  Coats  &  Stockings,  and 
about  50  Blankets;  hioweyer,  such  of  these  as  you  have,  please  send 
off  without  Delay  to  our  poor  Distress'd  soldiers,  under  the  care  of 
one  of  our  Officers  with  a  small  Party  of  our  Men,  who  no  Doubt 
are  strolling  in  Philada. 

Hy  Lord  has  directed  me  to  send  off  some  of  our  Officers  to  m- 
oruit ;  I  shall  refer  them  to  the  Council  of  State  for  their  Directions ; 
I  would  recommend  that  they  recruit  for  the  Regiment  geneiaUy,  & 
Bot  for  any  particular  Companies. 

We  do  not  pow  apprehend  Philad'a  in  much  Danger,  and  are 
in  high  Spirits  on  aoc'  of  the  Mofemeut  of  Oeneral  Lee,  and  Oen. 
Gates,  in  the  Rear  of  the  Enemy. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Tour  friend  k  humble  Semat) 

ENNION  WILLUMS. 

Directed. 

Owen  Biddle,  Esquire,  In  Market  near  Third  Street,  Philada. 
19  favor  Lieut.  Boyd. 

6* 
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Wm.  Brown  to  Richard  Eys&s,  1776. 

board  Battery  Pi 
18  Deoember,  1776. 


On  b<nrd  Battery  Patpam^ ) 


Sir^ 

I  jast  now  received  yours,  and  am  surprised  that  the  HonoraUe 
Council  of  Safety;  should  either  forget  what  orders  they  gave  me 
yes'day,  or  if  they  hare  not,  which  way  they  think  I  should  comply 
with  their  orders,  if  they  order  my  men  and  Officers  away,  for  with- 
out both  I  cannot  comply,  as  I  have  seven  or  eight  already  in  Difler* 
ent  Yessells  in  the  fleet,  and  a  Greater  number  Sick.  But  if  thej 
see  proper  to  sive  you  an  Order  for  them  all,  you  may  have  them 
Battery  and  cdl. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  hum^""  Scrv*, 

WILLIAM  BROWN.* 

Directed, 

To  Rioh'd  Eyers,  Esq'r,  Commander  of  the  Galley. 


Rbsolution  ot  Council  op  Samtpt  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  18, 1776. 

Resolved, 

Tba^  William  Smith,  Broker,  Samuel  Jefferies,  Joseph  Stana- 
bury,  David  Shoemaker,  and  Joel  Zane.  be  discharmd  from  the  cus- 
tody of  Mr.  Robert  Jewell,  conditionally.  That  they  confine  them- 
selves to  their  own  dwelling  houses  until  enlarged  by  the  authority 
presiding  in  this  State,  and  that,  they  will  hold  no  correppondenoe 
with,  or  give  any  intelligence  to,  the  Enemies  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  nor  do  any  act  or  thing  directly  or  indirectly,  that  will 
be  any  ways  prejudicial  to  this  State  or  any  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

♦  See  page  99. 
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Majob  Efnion  Williams  to  Covkcil  ov  Sapbtt,  17T6. 

les  below  Corjell' 
Dec'r  13, 1776. 


Geailemen : 


Two  Miles  below  Coryell'B  Ferry,  \ 


This  moroiog  Lord  Sterliog  has  been  pleag'd  to  penirit  ne  to  mod 
for  OlothiDg  for  oar  Begiment,  and  to  have  thom  paid  off,  whioh  I 
kaTo  taken  the  Liberty  to  inform  Owen  Biddle,  B8qaire,and  Captain 
Badman,  the  Paymaater  of,  by  thk  opportunity. 

The  men  are  barefooted  and  rery  thinly  elad,  and  haie  not  le- 
erived  any  Pay  these  three  months.  The  Offioers  made  some  eond- 
damble objeetions  to  the  instractions  of  the  Paymaster;  however,  I 
have  no  doubt  on  your  Revisal  of  them,  that  they  will  be  aneh  m 
mo  retuonahie  objections  oan  be  made  to  them,  if  any  oenld  fbr- 
meriy. 

Lord  Sterling  has  directed  me  to  send  off  some  of  the  oflieera  to 
Beemit  for  the  Regiment,  and.  requests  that  the  Officers  of  the 
late  Col.  Atlee's  Battalion  may  also  ao  on  the  Becrniting  Bernee 
immediately.  4  Captains  &  12  Subalterns  are  to  remain  with  the 
Be^,  the  rest  will  have  my  Directions  to  apply  to  you  for  your  in* 
structions  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  imagine  that  we  shall  move 
firom  this  Station  these  5^or  6  Days. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you,  in  the  mean  time  I  am 
With  the  greatest  Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 
ENNION  WILLLA.MS. 

DtrecCed. 
The  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Penna. 
^'  Favor  of  Lieut.  Boyd. 


John  Batakb  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Camp  at  Bristol,  Dec*r  18th,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Brigade  commanded  by  Col.  Cadwallader,  oonsisiiDg  of  the 
Philada.  militia,  came  to  this  place  this  day  from  Trenton  Ferry. 
We  are  greatly  distressed  to  find  no  more  of  the  Militia  of  our  stale 
Joining  General  Washington  at  this  time,  for  God's  Sake  what  shall 
we  do,  is  the  cause  deserted  by  our  State,  &  shall  a  few  Brave  ^ba 
offer  thpir  Lives  a  Sacrifice  against  treble  their  number  without  asusi- 
anoe  f  for  my  own  part,  I  came  cheerfully  out,  n6t  doubting  We 
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should  be  Joined  by  a  number  snffioient  to  drive  our  Boemy  bftck, 
^it;h  Bhaiaey  Di^graae  &  Loss ;  but  ahM,  here  ve  are  aboat  4  or  500O 
men^  to  oppose  a  Regular  Army^  well  disciplined  &  flushed  with  buo- 
oeaa,  said  to  eonsist  of  15,000,  headed  by  able  Oenerals  &  enooo- 
raced  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  through  w'ch  they  march. 
We  now  ought  to  have  had  at  least  10,000  militia  from  our  State, 
instead  of  that  we  have  about  1200  from  Philadelphia,  ft  2()0  from 
Bneks  Oounty ;  are  our  People  fast  asleep,  or  have  they  determined 
biaely  to  give  up  the  cause  of  their  Country  ?  If  die  latter,  hu«»%- 
Dity,  at  least,  ought  to  lead  |o  «o  fizpUoit  DeelaratioD,  in  eider  to> 
save  the  Blood  of  those  Worthy  men  who  ave  ready  to  offer  it  in  the 
Gen^  Canse,  ft  give  them  an  equal  oppertonity  of  maUog  their 
peace.  I  am  &r  from  thinking  our  cause  desperate,  If  our  peefk 
would  bat  turn  out,  but  I  am  sure  if  the  Bnemy  proceed  &  we  are 
Bot  Bopported,  the  City  {at  IwlH  will  be  te,)  I  beMve  the  Oooiwil 
do  'ev^  thing  in  their  power,  but  you  oaoftot  e;ipect  that  our  few 
Citizens,  Join'd  to  the  small  remains  of  Oen^  Washington's  Afrmy 
will  ofiev  up  tbeir  lives  without  a  ^oepect  of  snocesa,  anlcBB  join'd 
by  a  proper  fovee.  What  are  you  doing  with  Tories  &  diaa/eoted 
persons? 

We  are  informed  to  day  by  a  Gen*  from  Burlington,  tiwt  Well' 
Wells  was  there  yesterday,  rdoubldess  wiih  advice  to  the  Eneniy,)  fr 
letarn'd  that  night  fieintormed  the  People  that  Qen^  Putnam  iu* 
tended  burning  the  Citv.  You  ought  to  have  Qiiarda  fix'd  ftt  all 
the  FerryB  ft  stop  intelligenee  gdng  over  to  the  Jer8eys,-^but  I 
have  no  paper  ft  must  stop.  If  I  thought  I  could  be  of  any  service 
I  would  leave  my  Battalion  ft  come  down  for  a  little  while,  for  God's 
sake,  exert  yourselves. 

I  am,  Dr  Sir, 

Yours, 

JNO.  BAYARD. 

The  Bearer,  Docf  Harris,  can  give  the  Coan<nl  the  fuU  Intelli- 
gence respecting  Mr.  Wells,  ftc. 

J.  B. 
Directed. 
To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
^'  Poet'  Jacks6n. 


Henry  Fisher  to  Council  of  Safety,  X776. 

^  Lewes,  Decemb'r  ye  14,  1776, 

Gentlemen: 

The  Roebuck  is  at  this  time  cruseing  off  the  light  house  and  the 
smdl  Ship  is  up  the  Bay  at  anchor  Near  the  Brandy  wine,  there  has 
no  more  snips  appeared  as  yet,  you  may  Depend  if  there  ahpuld,- 1 


^WtgmjTDiiihsfiwliiitM'Ifc    I OM  niar  y6m  to  Mm.  Ik^ 
Bannforlhe  PartieidM  Bakufeeuig  tlM  diip'i  D«0tiiuii«i. 
I  am  with  Dae  Reepeol, 

Yours  to  Gommandy  ^ 

HENRY  FISHEB. 
IHrected, 

To  the  Honorable  tlie  OouMel  ol  Safetj  in  Pluladelpfaiiu 
%K  Fafonr  Mr.  BeviD. 


JoftSPH  Rbap  to  t!iHJNCiL  OF  Savbtt,  1776. 

Bristol,  Deo.  14, 1T76. 
OeDUonen^ 

It  is  of  the  createst  importance  that  all  the  Arms  should  hfi 
tsken  from  the  Soldiers  who  are  leaving  the  Army  on  whatever  pre- 
tence. Many  of  them,  indeed  the  most,  make  for  Philadelphiai  ao 
that  ^th  some  Fains,  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  great  Number  might  be 
secured. 

If  the  Oeneral  or  the  eommandinff  OfBcer  of  Brigades  had  autho- 
rity to  ooUeot  arms  from  those  who  do  not  turn  out  on  this  oooasiou; 
many  might  probably  be  sot  that  there  may  be  Danger  of  being  used 
against  us,  especially  in  this  County.  ^ 

I  beg  Leave  to  suggest  these  things  for  your  Oonsideration,  &  am 
most  respectfullyy 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  obed'  H'ble  ServS 

JOS.  BEED. 

Directed, 
To  The  Hon.  the  Pres!d<  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philad'a. 


Saml.  0.  MoRBiB  TO  Council  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

Bristol,  Saturday,  14  Decern.,  1776. 
Oentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  Cap*  Cowperthwait  to  return  you  the  names  of 
snoh  persons  as  have  associated  in  his  Company  and  are  expert  in 
the  military  exercise ;  they  have  not  turned  out  with  us  in  this  time 
efimminent  dancer,  and  I  think  it  highly  proper  they  shou'd  be 
cftlled  upon  for  their  reasons  fbr  not  taking  share  with  us  in  our 


SuttMM.  I  meed  vot  poittl  otit  to  yoo  tke  neeettity  of  Uiis  iMb- 
sure ;  it  is  ftbsolutelj  necessary  that  tfaej  siiini'<l  either  join  us  or  be 
set  to  work  on  FortTfications;  tbej  are  almost  all  yoans  &  hearty 
and  very  capable  of  working ;  this^  is  giving  you  trouble,  but  yon  are 
the  only  Body  we  can  look  up  to  in  this  matter/ and  we  trust  yoa 
will  make  some  Enquiry  about  them.  I  well  know  you  have  much 
to  do,  and  that  many  matters  of  high  importance  engage  your  atten- 
tion, but  these  of  apparently  lesser  moment  must  be  thought  o^  as 
those  who  have  nobly  appeared  on  the  field  in  this  inclement  Seasoa 
think  it  hard  that  others  equally  able  shou'd  be  suffered  to  stay  at 
home,  and  shall  hope  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  act  as  you  may 
judge  most  proper.  ~ 

I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  City  Militia  are  now  here — you 
must  have  been  informed  of  this  movement  last  night-^ur  Stay 
here  will  not  be  long — orders  are  every  minute  expected  for  march- 
ftg  back  again  to  Head  Quarters ;  the  enemy  have  entirely  dias- 
apeared  from  Burlington  and  have  gone  to  Trenton.  Howe  will 
certainly  make  his  Push  from  that  place  to  Philad* ;  all  our  force 
will  of  course  be  drawn  there,  and  with  Q^  Lee's  assistance  we  hope 
to  equal  them  in  Numbers ;  the  fate  of  our  City  still  depends  on  the 
Militia  marching  forward — for  God's  Sake  strain  every  nerve  to 
urge  them  on,— every  thing  dear  &  valuable  depends  on  the  Exer- 
tion of  a  few  days.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect^ 
Tour  very  h'ble  Serv*, 

SAM.  C.  MORRIS. 

Names  of  the  Absent  Light  Infantry  men. 

William  Gray,  Charles  French, 

Benj*.  Thaw,  Benj*.  Taylor, 

John  M'Calla^    .  And^  Lawrence, 

John  Jenkins,  Joseph  Spencer, 

Cap*  James  Johnson,  John  Pitman, 

Jemmy  Johnson,  Richard  Inkson, 

Samuel  Taylor,  Parnell  Gibbs, 

Samuel  Reed,  William  Roberts, 

John  Le  Tellier,  David  Martin, 

Joseph  Trotter,  John  Saltar, 

William  Stretch,  Uriah  Falkner, 

Richard  Graham,  Lawrence  Allmi^n, 

William  Milnor,  Benj*.  Davis, 

William  Thaw,  Thomas  Clark, 

James  Watkins,  .  Jacob  Park,  \  f 

John  Thomas,  Sam^  Lee. 

.  M'  Howell, 

Tou  know  the  names  of  the  above,  &  I  believe  know  where  they 
all  live ;  do  think  of  them,  &  think  of  us  who  are  on  the  Field. — 


Tour  Brother  is  well^-oar  Company  are  all  in  good  Qnarten  at 
Sttmon  Williams' — ^we  are  well  &  hearty. 

Believe  me^  Dear  Jaoob^Tonr  obed*  Serv^ 

8.  G.  MOSBIS. 
Satnrclay,  9  (yClock,  A.M. 

JHreded. 
To  The  Honorable  The  Gonndl  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


0HB18T0PHBK    WiTMAN,   ChAIKMAN    OF  COMVITTSB    OF 
BSBES  COTINTT,  1776. 

Reading;  Decern'  I4tby  1775. 
Oentlemen^ 

In  answer  to  yoors  of  the  8th  Ult.,  rcspectinff  the  Powder  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  of  Berks  County,  1  am  directed  to  acquaint 
Ton  that  there  are'  fourteen  Casks  *yet  on  Hand,  which  they  are 
willing  to  let  you  have. 

The  Prioe  of  the  Powder  is  four  Pounds  ^  Cask,  amounting  in 
tbe  Whole  to  fifty-six  Pounds;  and  as  it  was  purchased  of  the  Goni- 
mittee  of  the  City  &  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  Tou  are  requested  to 
pay  them  the  Amount,  and  send  us  their  Reoeipt  by  tbe  l^rer  or 
such  other  Person  as  may  be  directed  to  call  for  it,  together  with 
Forty  Shillings  for  the  Charges  of  Carriage  &  Storage  while  here, 
lam, 
Qfsitlemen, 

Your  very  humble 
Serv*, 

CHRISrR.  WITMAN, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Directed, 

To  Mess*^  Samuel  Howell  &  John  Cadwallader,  Members  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Phibdelphia. 
^  Favoar  of  M'  Bright. 
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COMMISSIONJIBS  OF  BbRKS  Go.  TO  QOUKOIL  OF  SaFRT,  11^6^ 

Beading,  December  14th,  1775. 
G^ndemea: 

The  CommiBsioners  of  Berks  Coonty  hayiog  informed  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Oorrespondenoo  that  the  Persona  employed  in  the  makiaf^ 
of  ffire  arms  for  the  Use  of  the  IVovinoe  oompbun  that  they  oaanot 
go  on  with  the  Work  for  Want  of  ready  mone^  to  porohaae  the 
necessary  materials,  We  take  the  Liberty,  at  their  Beqaest,  to  ac- 
quaint yon  that  we  conceive  it  will  be  very  difficult  (if  not  impoan- 
ble)  for  the  Commissioners  to  comply  with  the  Recommendation  of 
the  Hon^^*"  State  Assembly,  unless  they  are  furnished  with  a  Sum 
of  Money  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  and  as  M'  BHght,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  will  apply  to  you  for  that  Pnipose,  we  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  to  you  as  a  Gentleman  on  whose  Representation  of 
the  matter  you  may  depend.  We  are,  Gentlemen,  Your  very  hum- 
ble Serv«», 

Thomas  YouNGifAN,  Chbist'r  WiTBiAN, 

Jonathan  Potts,  •  Henry  HALLKBy 

GOLUNBON  BXAD,  .  Bar'O  OtTO. 

Direeted> 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
Philadelphia. 

^  Favour  of  H'  Mich>  Bright. 


Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Counoil  09  Sapbtt,  1776. 

I  Mill,  near  Cor' 
Dec  16, 1776.' 


Thompson's  Mill,  near  Coryell's  Ferry, ) 


Oentlemen, 

Capt.  Redman  &  Mr.  Sprogell  are  just  arrived,  and  I  am  favored 
with  your  Letter  of  the  15th  Ins*.  It  will  give  me  mi^oh  Satis&o- 
tion  if  I  can  get  the  800  suits  you  mention  to  be  sent  to  Lord  Ster- 
ling, &  unless  it  may  happen  thus  favorable,  I  cannot  see  how  it  will 
be  possible  to  make  the  Regiment  satisfied  for  the  Loss  of  the  Suits 
made  on  Purpose  for  them,  which  I  am  too  well  inform'd  are  to  our 
Mortification  deliver'd  out  to  other  Regiments ;  this,  amongst  other 
unfortunate  Circumstances,  perhaps  may  have  an  ill  Effect;  it  is  a 
Mystery  to'  me  that  this  accident  should  thus  happen ;  however, 
amidst  other  matters,  this  is  attempted  to  be  laid  at  my  Door,  it 
will  therefore  give  me  Satisfaction  to  have  the  Letter  wrote  tp  you 
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from  Bhinawick  safUy  kept,  m  tbtt  iii«Btidiit  tbat  Lefd  Stertiog 

(upon  my  Application  to  have  the  Clothing  sent  for)  directed  ^  tbat 
they  shonld  remain  in  Pbikd*/' 

&pt.  Philip  Albright  and  Mr.  Jaoob  Laoxaoevboy  QT  Master,  have 
been  absent  without  Leave  these  two  Days.  I  am  inform'd  they 
are  in  Pbilad*^  it  is  such  a  President  at  a  Time  when  we  may  expect 
an  attack  hourly,  that  no  doubt  you  will  take  proper  Notice  of. 

The  Geneml  has  ordered  tbat  an  ofBoer  of  each  Regiment  remain 
in  Philad*  to  see  the  Sick  taken  Care  of,  and  that  all  such  as  are  fit 
for  Duty  be  sent  to  the  Regiment;  to  this  Department  I  have  ap- 
pointed Lieut.  Thoe.  Boyd,  who  is  now  in  the  city. 

Upon  my  hst  fipplieation  U>  Lord  Sterling,  at  Brnoswieki  that  the 
Arrangement  of  the  Companies  might  take  Place,  he  desired  that  no 
Alteration  might  take  Place  while  under  his  Oommfind ;  so  that  the 
12  Companies  are  retained  as  usual^  which  i^  very  troublesome^  an4 
thus  it  will  remain,  untill  you  shall  think  proper  to  make  a  new 
arrangement  for  Ten  Companies,  or  request  that  I  may  apply  to 
Ckneral  Washington  for  his  Permission  that  the  former  may  take 
Plaoe. 

It  will  give  me  Satisfaction  to  hear  of  the  Receipt  of  such  Letters 
as  you  may  from  Time  to  Time  receive  from 
Gentlemen, 
«.  Your  very  humbe  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
JXreeled. — (On  Public  Service.) 
The  Honorable  the  Council  of  State  of  Philadelphia. 


David  Ohambbbs  to  Obn.  Washington,  177& 

.  Amwell,  Deer  16th,  177^. 
Sir, 

Herewith  I  send  your  Excellency  4  prisoners,  that  we  took, last 
e?ening,  2  being  Regulars;  one  of  the  others,  by  name  Jn*  Vandykey 
a  Malitiousy  Active  Tory,  and  is  said  to  have  let  some  prisoners  out 
of  Millstone  Goal,  and  Assembled  and  Spirited  the  Negroes  aj^inst 
us.  And  as  I  am  Informed,  was  about  a  week  since  tiucen  prisoner 
in  Company  with  some  light  Horse  by  our  people,  and  oonfin'd,  who 
says  he  was  discharged  from  s'  Confinement  by  Order  of  Congress, 
and  travelled  into  Jersey  by  the  way  of  Easton,  from  thence  to  Jn* 
Ringoes,  where  he  call'd  himself  by  the  name  of  ^-—  Jones.  The 
The  other  is  a  person  employed  as  Post  by  Jesse  Wall,  of  Trenton, 
in  conveymg  intelligences.  Letters,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  Begukur 
Army;  And  from  the  best  information  I  can  get,  their  forces  are  on 
lie  move  from  Penningtdn ;  I  am  since  inform'd  the  said  Vandyke 
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BMule  hfe  ^mtf&  from  1/  Starliiigi  aad  g^Y«xi  Orders  for  bim  to  be 
kft  with  him,  if  so. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Sabsoribe  myself 

yonr  most  obedeD*  &  very  Hum*  Senr*, 

DAVID  CHAMBER. 
Directedf' 
To  hie  £zcelleiiey  Oen.  Waehinf^iiy  at  hie  Quertera. 


Wm.  Crispin  to  Council  of  Safbtty,  1776. 

I  am  directed  to  Write  to  you  for  Three  or  Four  Kegs  of  Gnu 
Aints,  There  being  None  here,  and  a  great  Cry  for  them ;  the  Colonel 
of  the  Brigade  requests  that  they  be  sent  forthwith. 
I  am  Yours  to  Serve, 

WM.  CRISPIN. 
Bristol^  Decern'  16th,  1776. 

Done. 
Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Capt.  J.  B.  BowEN  TO  Council  op  SAFisTY,  1776. 

17th  Dec%  1776. 
Hon***  Gentlemen, 

As  there  are  now  several  Companies  of  the  ninth  Regiment  in 
the  Barracks,  without  a  field  officer  (of  their  Regim^  to  command 
them  1 1  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  Hon*^*  Board,  (in  behalf  of 
myself  and  the  other  Captains  of  that  Regim*,)  that  a  Speedy  set- 
tlement of  their  Rank  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  up  that 
harmony  which  is  essential  to  good  Order  &  Duty ;  In  which  settle- 
ment I  hope  the  Board  will  consider  me  as  the  eldest  Subaltern  in 
the  three  Provincial  Battallions,  &  not  put  new  or  younger  offi- 
cers (or  even  officers  of  the  Flying  Camp)  over  me. 
I  am  the  honor***  Councils  most 

obliged  &  obedient  Servant, 

J.  B.  BO  WEN,  Capt.  9th  Reg". 
Dtrectedy 
Hon"'  Council  of  Safety.  . 
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RssoLunoN  OF  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 


In  Oounell  of  Safety,         > 
Philadelphia,  Dee*  17, 1776.    J 


Raohedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  General  Washington  to  ia 
orders  immediately  for  the  Militia  of  Bucks  and  Northampton  Coun* 
ties  forthwith  to  join  his  army,  and  to  send  out  parties  to  disarm 
every  person  who  does  not  obey  the  summons,  &  to  seixe  and  treal 
as  Enemies  all  snch  as  shall  attempt  to  oppose  the  execution  of  this 
measnie,  and  likewise  every  person  in  the  s''  Counties  who  are  known 
or  suspected  to  bo  Enemies  to  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 


Resolution  of  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

In  Connoil  of  Safety, ) 
Decern.  i7th,  1776.  J 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Board,  that  the  resolve 
for  shutting  up  the  Shops  in  this  City,  which  this  Council  published 
with*  the  view  of  hastening  the  march  of  the  Militia,  has  been  taken 
advantage  of  by  some  disaffected  persons,  who  under  pretence  of 
obedience  to  said  resolve,  still  continue  to  refuse  to  sell  their  Goods, 
whereby  great  inconvenience  arises  to  the  inhabitants. 

JResolved,  That  the  Stores  and  Shops  in  this  City  be  immediately 
opened  by  the  owners,  and  goods  sold  at  a  moderate  Profit;  those 
who  refuse  to  comply  with  this  resolve  may  expect  to  be  dealt  with 
as  Enemies  of  this  State."^ 


Maj.  Ennion  Williams  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

on's  Mill,  near 
Dec'  17, 1776 


Thompson's  Mill,  near  CoryeH's,  ) 


Gentlemen, 

Colonel  Biddle  has  promised  me  such  a  Number  of  the  800  Suits 
coming  up  here  as  our  Regiment  may  want;  and  informs  me  that 
he  has  Ordere  to  permit  no  Troops  (except  those  enlisted  during 
the  War  or  for  8  years)  to  have  any  Shoes,  Stockings,  or  Clothing, 
that  may  come  to  his  care,  therefore,  unless  you  provide  Shoes  and 
Stockings  on  Purpose  for  our  bare-footed  men,  and  direct  them  to 

*  S«e  Colon.  Reo.,  Yol-X.,  p.  26,  29. 
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me,  or  obtain  ^n  PermissiDB  frc»in  liui  Exoelioiiej  that  tfaey  may  be 
delivered  to  uS;  it  will  be  impossible  for  oar  Reg*  to  do  Daty  here 
mu^b  longer.  Omr  Regiment  have  undergone  as  much  Hardship 
and.  Fatigue  as  any  in  the  Army  since  July,  and  is  it  unreasonable 
to  request  that  they  be  as  well  provided  ?  The  several  Departmenta 
of  Quarter  Mas';  Commissary  &  Paymaster,  are  now  gliding  in  their 

roper  Channel,  and  when  the  Command  of  our  Regiment  is  settled, 
make  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  a  Credit  &  Honour  to  this  Province. 
Sinoe  you  form'd  the  arrangement,  the  24th  Oct%  one  Captain  is 
Prisoner,  &  one  1st  Lieut;  three  1st  Lieut*  are  promoted  &,  left 
the  Reg^,  and  three  second  Lieu"  also.  Two  Ensigns  are  prisoners ; 
Captain  Brown,  who  is  exchanged,  I  think  will  ohuse  to  be  in  tbis 
Reg*,  and  perhaps  Mr.  Brown  I^e,  who  is  also  ezchang'd. 
Two  months'  pay  will  be  issued  to-morrow. 

I  am^  with  great  estoem.  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

P.  8.-— General  Sullivan's  Division  are  safely  arriv'd  on  this  side 
Delfiware,  the  JBaemy  are  moving  towards  Brunswick  &  Amboy. 

JWr«jted.~-(On  Pnbliek  Service.) 
The  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Pennsylvania. 


Council  of  Safety  to  Bbig,  Gbn.  Dickbnson^  1776, 

PhiUdeipliia,  Deo.  17, 1776. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  no  date,  respecting  your  servant  and  a  Letter  found 
in  bis  custody,  I  have  laid  before  the  Council  of  Safetv,  and  have 
their  orders  to  acquaint  you  that  the  servant  was  set  at  liberty  yes- 
terday. As  to  the  Letter,  a  copy  of  it  is  enclosed  to  General  Wash- 
ington, the  original  the  Council  think  it  proper  to  retain  in  their 
hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  gr^at  respect, 
Your  most  obedient, 

humble  sorvantr 

Direciedy 
Brigadier  General  Philemon  Dickinson. 


Paragraph  of  a  Lettor  to  Gen.  Washington,  dated  Deor  17, 1776. 

A  Servant  of  Brigadier  General  Dickinson  last  Friday  afternoon 
requested  a  Pass  to  jonr  Gamp,  having  as  be  said,  a  letter  from  J. 
DiekinsQik,  Esq.,  to  his  master.  The  Council  thonght  it  proper  to 
examine  the  contents,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  to  jon, 
the  original  appears  to  he  in  John  Dickinson.  Esq.,  his  handwriting. 
The  General  has  requested  the  Letter  may  oe  sent  to  him,  but  the 
Council  think  it  proper  to  retain  the  original  in  their  hands,  and  faave 
referred  him  to  you  for  the  copy  of  it,  if  you  sball  judge  proper  to 
give  it  to  him. 


Major  Eknion  Willums  to  Owra  Biddm,  1776. 

Thompson's  Mill,  near  Coryell's,  Dec  17th,  1776. 
Bear  Sir, 

By  this  opportunity  I  have  wrote  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  i«« 
formM  them  that  your  Brother  has  promised  me  as  many  of  the  %W 
Bfnts  coming  here  as  our  Reg*  wants,  but  that  he  has  orders  to 
daUver  no-Sh^s,  Stockings  or  Clothing  to  any  Troops,  except  they 
are  inlisted  during  the  War,  our  men  will  therefore  go  barefooted 
unless  the  General  shall  consent  that  we  may  be  supplied,  or  some 
other  mode  is  pointed  out. 

Is  it  not  a  thousand  Pities  that  this  Reg^,  which  is  now  the  strong- 
est in  the  Brigade,  and  bom  its  full  Proportion  of  Hardships  and 
Fatigue,  should  still  suffer ;  they  are  good  men,  and  in  my  opinion 
will  yet  be  a  Credit  to  the  Province  on  which  they  pique  themselves. 

All  the  ofloers  are  now  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  of  the  offi- 
€n*|  except  Captain  P.  P.  Albright,  who  has  h^n  absent  witlMmt 
Leave  or  Licence  in  Philadelphia  these  several  Days,  he  insista  tipott 
it  that  as  Captain  Brown  was  absent,*  he  immediately  became  2"^ 
Captain  before  Captain  Marshall,  however,  Capt.  Brown  b  now  ex* 
^iNlig^d,  and  intends  to  join  the  Beg*,  if  the  Coooeil  think  pvoner, 
as  there  is  a  vacancy,  &,  if  that  should  happen.  Captain  Alhright's 
aigament  will  have  no  Force,  even  if  it  had  before. 

It  would  give  me  some  satisfaction  to  know  if  I  have  any  Brother 
Field  Officers  or  not ;  or  who  are  likely  to  be.    The  Enemy  afford 
Bs  a  little  Leisure  to  think  of  these  matters  now. 
I  am,  with  Great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  humb.  servant, 

BNNION  WILLIAMS. 
Directed^ 

Oven  Biddle,  Esquire.    In  Philada. 
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Major  Proctor  to  Council,  &c.  1776. 


To-morrow  the  ferry  at  Radolphs'  will  be  in  order,  and  I  have 
got  two  boats  to  plj  to  Fort  &  Province  Islands,  agreeable  to  your 
Instructions,  Capt.  Bice's  Grally  arriv'd  from  Cape  about  an  hoar 
ago,  and  Anchors  off  the  Fort.  The  Lieut,  of  which  Informs  ot 
Eight  Ships  and  three  tenders  being  in  the  Cape,  the  Towey  and 
Boebnck  is  supposed  to  be  two  of  them.  The  vessels  which  were 
leaving  port  are  some  of  them  gone  into  Morriss  river,  others  into 
Christeen,  &c.,  one  vessell  taken,  said  to  be  a  Frenchman.  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  some  Casks  of  powder  sent  down  here,  as  there  is 
room  in  the  magazine.  The  Floating  batterys  expects  supplies  from 
the  Garrison,  as  they  have  but  Fifty  rounds  for  each  Gun.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  these  ships  would  not  attempt  our  river  at 
this  precarious  season,  did  they  not  Intend  forcibly  to  form  a  Con- 
junction with  Lord  Howe,  under  these  Conjectures,  think  it  highly 
Expedient  that  a  sufiBcient  number  of  men  Should  be  thrown  in 
Immediately  for  the  Defence  of  this  place,  being  Bzeeeding  weak, 
by  a  reason  of  Detatchments  being  sent  to  Join  the  Grand  Army, 
ft  Desertions  so  prevalent,  &  be  assured  if  I  am  suitably  furnished 
with  men,  provisions  and  stores,  the  English  shall  purchase  deer 
what  ever  they  get  from  me. 

I  am,  Kr,  Y'^  Obe^,  Humble  servant, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

Fort  bland,  Tuesday  Even', 
7  o'clock,  Deo'  17th,  1776. 

N.  B.— ^Something  ought  to  be  done  to  prevent  their  possessing 
themselves  of  Red  Bank  &  Billings'  Port,  as  I  have  not  been  able  to 
do  any  thing  at  either  for  want  of  men. 

DirecUdf 

(On  Public  service.)  To  the  President  of  Council  of  Safety, 
Philadelphia. 


Gbn,  Putnam  to  Capt.  Proctor,  1776. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  17th  instant,  requesting  to  know  in  what  manner 
you  shall  act  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  men  under  your  Com- 
mand, I  therefore  desire  that  vou  will  strictly  comply  with  the  regu- 
lations for  the  punishment  of  crimes  as  ordered  ^by  the  Honourable 
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ihmgnm,  lot  evsry  oriAie  ymir  ueii  oomniH  thtij  sre  to  be  triei  psr- 
tionkrlj,  and  pwiished  for  ereij  ori&eniqpeoified  in  ilieregalil«»i«. 
I  $m,  Sir,        ^ 

Your  humble  serTant, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM,  M.  Q. 
Head  Qnarten,  Philada.,  Deoem'  18th^  1776. 

I>irected, 

Gapt  Proctori  Commandant  at  Fort  Island. 


Council  op  Sapbty  to  j  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 
Philada.,  18th  Deoem.  1776. 
Sir, 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  use  your  best  endeavour  to  procure  if 
possible  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  immediately,  to  man  your 
oohooner  and  proceed  in  consort  with  Captain  Bice  to  ChristiaDa 
Creek  to  protect  the  Public  Stores  and  the  Merchant  Vessels  that 
lay  there,  particular  instructions  will  be  given  to  Captain  Rioei  who 
will  take  the  eommaad  on  that  Station. 


Instructions  op  Council  to  ,  1776; 

In  Council  of  Safety, 
Philada.,  19th  Decem',  1776. 
Sir, 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  apply  to  this  Council  for  necessaries  for 
your  Crew,  and  they  shall  be  supplied,  after  which  you  are  to  pro- 
ceed down  to  Christiana  Creek  and  use  your  best  endeavours  to  pro- 
tect the  Public  Stores  and  Merchant  vessels  there,  Captain  Eyrea 
in  the  Delaware  Armed  Vessel  has  orders  to  go  in  consort  with  you, 
as  you  are  the  Senior  Officer,  the  Command  on  that  Station  will  rest 
with  you,  and  as  the  Stores  and  effects  up  that  Creek  are  of  great 
Talue,  we  hope  you  will  exert  yourself  for  their  preservation  at  ths^ 
aame  time  taking  care  to  secure  the  armed  vessels  under  your  Com- 
mand from  being  taken,  should  they  unluckily  be  so  eircnmstanced, 
that  they  must  otherwise  inevitably  fall  into  the  Enemies  hands. 


iM        vamnsmJooA  maasm  int.. 

jm'm%  to  bom  or  iukr^f  ihevi  if  pofflible^  «k^  nei  v«  iiipilt»i» 


CouirciL  OF  Sapett  to  Mbasb  &  Caldwsll,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 
Philada.,  19th  Decern',  1776. 
Sir, 

We  are  informed 'that  many  of  the  recruits  now  in  this  City,  suffer 
exceedingly  for  want  of  Bhinketting,  and  many  desert  for  that  reason, 
therefore  do  recommend  it  to  you  to  supply  them  if  possible,  as  the 
recruiting  service  would  be  greatly  promoted  thereby. 
By  order  of  Council. 
THOS.  WHARTON,  Jun'r,  Presid*. 
Directed^ 
To  Messrs.  Meade  &  CaldwelL 


Mease  &  Caldwell  Present  their  most  Bespectfull  Com**  to  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  &  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Coun* 
cil  thro'  him,  that  they  are  extremely  desirous  of  accommodating  th^ 
Army  with  every  Necessary  they  can  collect  for  that  Purpose,  and 
beff  tiiey  will  believe  that  the  whole  of  what  they  purchase  is  faith«- 
fully  apply'd  to  that  use,  but  when  any  supply  is  wanted  for  any 
Part'.  Department,  Company  or  Satallion,  they  cannot  think  them- 
selves proper  Judges  of  the  Expediency  of  supplying  any  or  rather 
every  Officer  or  Soldier  without  a  Written  .Order  from  the  Council, 
or  some  •other  proper  Authority,  specifying  the  Quantity,  &;  it  may 
be  depended  on  that  such  Order  shall  be  executed  if  possible. 

19th  Dec%  1776. 


Hugh  MoNTaoMBRY  to  Joseph  Blewbb,  1776. 

Anooous  Creek's  Mouth,  Dec  19th,  1776. 

I  Beg  pardon  for  making  so  free  with  you  bay  Wrighting  you;  it 
is  absoluetly  a  Cass  of  necessity  urges  me  to  it.  With  lUgard  to 
my  People's  sleeping,  we  hav  onlay  three  rugs  and  three  blancotJ^ 
which  was  delivered  to  them  when  they  were  in  the  Baraks  LaaS 
winter  before  I  Came  too  the  Arm'd  Boat  Effingham,  I  hav  now 
twenty  Aight  men  on  boar4;  Excluding  Comishon'd  Offioers*  and 
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wold  be  glftd  yon  wold  be  kind  aangb  to  saply  my  I0*  Latonant  M' 
MioKooriy  the  beiefy  ivitfa  twenty  bfainkets,  for  the  poor  feUowe  iJ 
Terry  ainch  deetres'd  for  them  this  Gold  Weather. 
S%  I  am  yoor  verry  Hnmblo 

Servent  to  Command, 

HUGH  MONTGOMERY. 
Dlreded. 

To  Joseph  Blewer,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 


Lkwib  Nicola  Orders  to  Bridge  Guard,  1776. 

As  Lentinant  Bnnbnry  has  made  a  report  this  Morning* to  the 
Town  Major  that  the  Southern  District  did  not  furnish  its  men  to 
the  Brid^  Guard  yesterday,  ordered  that  the  Seaijants  and  Corpo- 
rals should  keep  accounts  of  every  man  warned  for  Duty,  &  if  any 
do  not  appear  must  procure  another  person  in  his  room,  who  shall 
reeeive  five  Shillings  for  his  trouble,  which  5  Shillings  shall  be 
Charged  to  the  account  of  the  pay  &  Kations  of  the  person  not 
appearing. 

The  Officer  eommandioj^  the  Bridge  Guard  must  observe  such 
Perections  as  shall  be  given  by  Cap^  Allen  Moore  or  Leutinant 
Bichli£f  Alberson. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M.    . 


Danirl  Joy  to  Committee  of  Satety,.  1776. 

Oentlemen : 

Agreeable  to  your  Instructions  I  have  prooved  the  two  Brass 
oannon  cast  by  Majore  Lozley ;  the  first  after  a  Scalleing  charge,  I 
tryed  it  with  fonr  pounds  of  Powder,  which  burst  it.  The  Second, 
titer  Soalleing,  Loaded  it  .with  Three  pounds,  two  Shot  k  three 
wadds,  after  which  I  gave  it  the  full  Proof  of  four  pounds,  Shot  & 
wadds  as  before.  Then  gave  it  a  third  proof  like  the  first,  which  it 
stood  with  out  any  other  Tisiable  Damsge  than  the  blowing  off  apice 
of  the  Mmde,  Since  which  have  got  it  sawed  of  square.  Dressed  the 
OBtside,  fixed  the  Blivating  Screw,  mounted  it  on  a  traveling  carri- 
age, ft  sent  it  to  the  State  House  yard.  But  as  the  carriag  doth  not 
Bute  it  I  have  desired  M'  Nevil  to  make  one  more  Sutable.  The 
GyUader  of  s^  gun  is  Three  feet  five  Inches  long,  which  is  about  ten 
h  a-half  Inches  shorter  then  if  cast  perffect. 

'  DANIEL  JOT. 

Piesent  Dec**'  20*,  1776.     \ 
To  the  H»«  Council  of  Safety.  J 
Vol.  v.— G 
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Copt  ov  Ordbrb  isbusd  to  thv  Cot  Ot^AitD^  iTRbn  #bII 
9xH  Dbcembbr  to  ths  20th  <^  De()okbbb^  1776. 

December  the  9th,  1776.    Parole,  Lee. 
The  Offieen  &  men  enrolling  themselves  in  the  6  Companies  of 
City  Guards  are  to  be  allowed  rations  as  well  as  pay. 

December  10th,  1776.    Parole,  Gates. 

As  it  is  often  requisite  to  put  men  on  Duty  in  such  haste  as  will 
not  admit  calling  on  them  regularly,  each  District  must  furnish  them 
without  attending  to  their  proper  turns,  but  the  Searjant  Major 
must  make  Daily  j^eturbs  of  the  Number  of  men  Airnished  by  each 
District  beyond  its  usual  guards  to  the  Town  Major,  who  wiU  take 
Care  that  allowance  shall  oe  made  by  the  other  Districts,  so  thai* 
none  shall  do  more  Duty  than  comes  to  its  Share. 

The  North  District  to  furnish  immediately  1  Serjant,  1  Corporal, 
&  12  men,  to  mount  Guard  in  the  Courthouse  '&  receive  orders  from 
Leutinant  Col.  Dean. 

One  Searjant,  1  Corporal  &  15  men,  to  parade  to-morrow  morn- 
ing  at  7  o'Glock  under  the  Courthouse,  in  'order  to  march  to  Balti- 
more  in  Maryland,  therefor  the  must  be  picked  men,  fit  for  the  Ser- 
yice.  The  Northern  District  to  furnish  a  Searjant  &  5  men,  the 
Middle  District  a  Corporal  &  5  men,  k  the  Southern  District  6  men. 

Whei;#as,  a  considerable  Delay  was  occasioned  yesterday  before 
the  escort  of  the  prisoners  of  war  could  march,  owing  to  the  men's 
coming  to  the  parade  unprepared,  whenever  a  Detachment  is  ordered 
every  man  must  come  prepared,  as  none  will  be  permitted  to  return 
home. 

A  Main  Gtiard  to  mount  every  afternoon  at  S  o'Clock,  &  consist 
of  two  Subalterns,  2  Serjants,  2  Corporals,  and  30  men,  to  parade 
under  the  Jersey  Markethouso.  The  Northern  District  to  furnish  2 
Subalterns  &  2  men.  The  middle  District  to  furnish  1  @e^ant,  1 
Corporal  &  5  men.  The  Southern  District,  1  Serjant,  1  Corporal,  & 
28  men. 

December  the  11th,  1776.    Parole,  Mifflin. 

The  Main  Guard  ordered  for  yesterday  not  having  mounted  m«st 
do  it  this  Day,  to  which  must  be  added  till  fijirther  Orders,  1  Oap* 
taiD,  1  Senant,  1  Corporal,  &  20  men.  The  Northern  Diatriot  t« 
furnish  a  Captain,  1  Searjant,  1  Corporal  &  14  men,  the  Somtbem 
District  6  men.  The  Commandiug  Officer  of  the  Main  QtMtA  ta 
observe  such  Directions  as  shall  be  given  by  Xieut.  Col.  D«miI|  (k^ 
Watkins,  Cap*  Jobnson,  &  Cap*  Bethel, 

The  Captains  of  the  6  City  Compauies  must  give  in  a  Betum  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  Town  Major  of  the  Number  of  men  in  ^^h 
Company  actually  enrolled,  that  he  may  give  an  crder  for  their  Ba* 
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y  tall  mtmwf^oify  tk6  JlboAiH^llat  wiM  Idka  !R«lkitti  Urot^OiOEe 

December  tie  l!2{b,  1776.    Parole,  Philadelpliia.  " 

As  gtest  IXffiealty  is  found  in  procuring  the  ordinary  Guards,  ft 
db^flboli  MB  MM  oMiflKAaHT  Watted,  tlM  fleijuals  ft  Coifcmfs  of  i^he 
BfflbrailOMi|Mn(ieiB  taoil  give  to  the  Toim  Major  the  nave  of  *<e^«ry 
VM  «ranioi  for  Doty  who  doee  not  attend^  and  he  will  be  mnloted 
bk  Da/s  pay  ft  Rations. 

A  Captain,  2  ^bafitortiB,  H  801^,  2  Ooffy  ft  60  iMii,  to  OKmnt 
the  Main  Guard  tbia  Afternoon,  ft  to  parade  in  Qhrist  Church  Tard. 
The  N'orihem  District  to  furnish  1  CwS  ^  Subaltern,  ft  33  v^n. 
The  middle  District  I  Serj*,  1  Corp^  lllie  Southern  District  1  Sub.. 
1  8eij«,  1  Corps  ft  27  men. 

So  man  to  stir  from  his  guard  without  leare  from  tlieir  Officer. 
wlio  may  permitt  one  at  a  time  to  go  for  his  Victuals  from  a  Guara 
of  10  men,  ft  in  proportion  for  every  larger  number.  The  Officers 
of  the  aoain  Aoanl  mnal  in  their  turns  patrole  through  the  City  ft 
sMue  Disordffrly  persens  ft  ill  SoUUens  oKt  of  their  qoairtekni;  ft 
nuke  a  reiport  next  looming  to  the  Tows  Mijor* 

Aa  Orderly  Serj<  or  Corporal  from  each  District  to  attend  tha 
Town  Major  every  Day  at  3  o'Clook. 

December  the  14th,' 1776. 
The  Oidara  of  the  12th  Instant  for  an  ocderly  SMj^er  eor|«ral 
fnmi  each  District  to  attend  the  Town  Major  eviery  Day  at  3  ^o'clock 
not  having  been  oemplied  with,  he  reports  them  ft  the  Seaijaotp 
Majors  of  the  difiereot  Districts  return  Daily  to  the  Town  M^qt  tbf 
Names  of  the  Seij^  or  Corporals  whose  turn  it  is  to  attend. 

December  the  15th^  1776. 
One  SnlMkltem,  1  SeijS  1  Corp>,  ft  20  men,  to  mount  ffoard  Daily 
at  the  middle  F^n^^  ft  rooem  ordeif  froon  Captain  Lesdorp.    Mid- 
dle Dbtrict  to  furnish  1  Subaltern.     The  Northern  District  to  fur- 
nish 1  Si^jjff  I  Oojp^i  ft  10  suBn.    The  Southern  District  10  men. 

December  the  16th,  1776.   ' 

'Weteas,  Gomplaiiit  has  been  made  to  the  Hon'ble  CouHoii  of 

Safety  ihnt  some  persons  with  arms  have  gone  about  the  Town  in 

the  Night,  partieulariy  in  the  Middle  District,  ft  under  pretence  of 

gtting  men  to  mount  guard,  have  extorted  money  from  some  of  thtf 
habitens  to  escuM  them,  Ordered,  that  no  person  presumes  to  go 
about  with  arms  after  Sunset)  ft  M  the  Inhahitants  a^  requested  to 
give  notice  to  the  Town  Major  of  snch  as  have  alitady  or  may  here- 
after take  money  vn  thtt  pretence,  that  he  may  make  11  import  thereof 
to  the  Council  of  ISafety. 

Thoee  men  wfa^  have  been -on  Command  to  New  Town  or  on  the 
Main  Guard  at  the  Cbfirthovse,  ft  hate  not  return^  their  Arms, 
must  bring  them  to  tho  Town  Major  to  morrdw  momSng. 
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flie  Hfefthin  IK^iiet  to  ftmitli  Ditily  one  SuMtera  for  Mm 
Bridge  Guard,  and  for  this  Day's  Bridge  Goard  1  Si^alletD,  1  Safg^, 

6  12  men.  ,  The  SouUiem  Difltriot  1  Corporal  ft  8  men. 

December  17th,  1776w 
The  Nortbeni  District  to  furnish  for  the  Bridge  Owud,  1  SdbdU 

t0rn»  1  Corporal  ft  12  men,  the  Southern  District  1  Serjant  ft  8  men. 
The  Guard  for  the  Bridge  over  Sckullkill  must  parade  eviary 

afternoon  in  the  Statehouse  Yard. 
AU  the  Qnaids  must  for  the  future  parade  at  1  o'Qook. 

«  December  the  18th^  1776. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  for  the  Bridge  Guard  1  Subal- 
lem,  ft  12  men,  the  Southern  District  1  Serg*,  1  Corp<^  ft  8  xnen. 

7  o'clock,  P.M.  The  Statehouse  Guard  to  be  roinforc'd  with  a 
Corporal  ft  four  men  from  the  Northern  District,  ft  5  men  from  the 
South  District. 

December  the  18th,  1776. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1   Subaltern,  1  Seaijant,  ft  12 
men  for  the  Bridge  Guard,  ft  2  men  for  the  Statehouse  Guard.  The 
Southern  District  to  furnish  8  men  ft  a  Corporal  to  the  Bridge 
Guard,  and  one  man  to  the  Statehouile  Guard. 

December  the  20th,  1776. 
The  Northern. District  to  furnish  1  Subaltern,  1  Corporal,  ft  12 
men  for  the  Bridge  Guard,  and  2  men  to  the  Statehouse  Guard. 
Hie  Southern  District  1  Serj*  and  8  men  to  the  Bridge  Guard,  and 

7  men  to  the  State  house  Guard,  as  the  Northern  District  furnished 
6  men  extraordinary  yesterday. 


BBaoLirrioN  ov  Ookgrbbs,  1776. 

In  Congress,  Oct.  7, 1776. 
BesoWed, 

'  That  as  a  further  encouragement  for  flentlemen  of  abilities  to  en- 
gage* as  commission  officers  in  the  batallions  to  be  furnished  by  the 
several  states  to  serve  during  the  war  their  monthly  pay  be  encreas'd 
es  foUows : 

A  Colonel,  to   r        -        -        75  dollars. 


Lieut  Colonel,  to 
Hi^or,  to 
Captain,  to 
Lieutenant,  to  - 
Snsign,  to 
Quarter  Master,  to 
Adjutant  to    • 


60 

50 

40 

27 

20 

27i 

40 
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IWr  21,17m 
Befldyady 

That  offieera  of  troops  inlisted  for  three  jeara  or  during  the  war, 
nedve  paj  on  the  new  establishmenty  from  the  time  of  uieir  being 
appointed  by  thar  reapectiTe  states  in  oonseqnence  of  the  leaola- 
tioo  of  Congress,  passed  the  16  Sept'  last. 

Eztraet  from  the  minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Pkancis  Johnston  to  Gbnbbal  Mifflin,  1776, 

Gross-Boads,  Deo'r  21st,  1776. 
Bear  Geo', 

I  hope  the  Snbjeot  of  this  Letter  will  senre  as  a  sufficient  apology 
for  the  liberty  I  take  in  writing  to  you. 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  infprm  vou  of  the  strange  and  perverse 
ChaMo  in  Politicks,  which  hath  taken  place  through  a  great  part  of 

Even  some  quondam  associators,  as  well  as  conscientiously  sompu- 
loos  men,  totally  refuse  to  accept  Congress  money  as  payment  for 
old  Debts,  And  there  are  some  so  maliciously  aTcrse  to  our  support 
of  Liberty,  that  they  refuse  to  part  with  any  commodity  whatsoever, 
even  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  unless  they  get  hard  money  or  the  old 
Paper  Currency  of  this  Province.  Most  of  the  Tavern  keepers  who 
are  fHeads  on  the  Lancaater  Road,  have  pull'd  down  their  Signs  ft 
refuse  the  Soldiery  Provisions  or  drink — they  will  assi^  yoo  no 
reason  for  such  conduct ;  the  reason  however  is  too  evident|  they 
are  afraid  to  receive  Congress  Money. 

The  other  Day  a  man  offered  the  sum  of  JE800  CongresSi  for 
£150  Penna.  Curr^. 

While  people  are  suffered  thus  to  depreciate  that  money  by  which 
we  carry  on  the  present  war,  ft  are  passed  by  unnoticed  ft  with 
impunity,  I  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  pronouncing  the  contest 
near  an  end,  ft  what  I  dr^^  an  inglorious  one  too. 
'  What  Officer  or  Soldier  will  enter  into  the  Service  in  future, 
if  the  common  ft  immediate  necessaries  of  Life  are  denied  them 
because  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  lay  down  any  other 
than  Congress  money  ? 

Inclosed  I  beg  leave  to  send  you  a  Besolve,  Vch  in  my  weak 
judgment,  (if  adopted  by  Congress,)  would  remedy  every  incon- 
venience. 


i2i         FBSDxnxMOA  Estrnxmyn^L 

1tj6xLAomii,  like  it,  you  no  doubt  will  exert  jour  influence 
with  that  august  Body,  to  hare  it  passed  as  soon  as  ponlllie. 

IaQi,Deiir  Sir, 

Sincerely  yours,  ^c, 
'        '  R  JOHNSTON.    : 


Besolvedi 

That  all  person  or  persons,  (to  whom  Debts  are  now,  or  ehall 
henceforth  become  due,)  who  shall  refuse  to  accept  Continental 
Money,  from  his  or  their  Debtors  in  discharge  of  such  Debts,  (It 
being  .firat.  properly  tendered  them  in  the  presence  of  two  wit- 
nesses,) shall,  k  they  are  hereby  forever  barred  from  the  recoveir 
of  such  Debts,  and  are  hereby  ordered  to  deliver  up  any  Bond, 
Bill  or  Note,  upon  wkieh  sueh  Debt  may  have  become  due  anto 
the  said  Debtor  or  Debtors,  and  the  Pains  &  Penalties  ef  Tine  & 
Imprisonment  &o. 

Directed^, 

.   Brigadier  Gen*  Thoa.  Mifflio^  PhiliCdelphia. 
-  PttbEok  Business. 


BoBSET  MoBBXS  a;o  Council  of  Sapeit^  177& 

.     .  Phikd\  Doe.  216^  1776. 

OinliemeDt 

'  CapL  Alexander  of  the  Delaware  Frigate  informs  me,  that  some 
few  of  the  Tradesmen  now  at  Camp,  are  absolutely  necessa^  to  f  ut 
his  ship  in  a  Condition  to  push  down  the  Bay  when  the  &iemie'8 
ships  retire.  I  think  it  will  pvomote  the  Publick  Service  very  much 
to  order  them  down  immediately. 

I  have  sent  down  a  Sloop  to  watch  the  Men  of  War,  &  doubt  not 
we  shall  find  an  opportunity  of  gitting  these  Ships  to  Sea.     Capt^ 
Alexander  will  furnish  the  Council  with  the  names  of  the  Tradesmen 
Vanted  &  I  submit  to  your  determination,  being 
(J^eptlemeQ, 

Tour  obed*  Serv*, 

KOBT.  M0BKI8.    , 

Directed. 
To  the  Honble  the  Council  of  Safety,  Pennsylvania.  * 
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Col.  Sam'l  Griffin  to  Qbn,  Putnav,  17T6. 

Bead  Quarters  Mount  Holly.  1  • 
21st  Dec,  1776.  f 

H9nT>le  Sir, 

Thin  will  be  f  resented  you  by  Mr.  who  ba*  the  Obarge  of  a 

^^Mj  iiotorio«a  Eneniy  to  America  a»d  a  dea^rier  of  Maj.  Meotcer'a. 
\  hope  tbey  wil)  be  properly  seoared,  tbe  former  baa  been  io  my 
apinioD,  in  tbe  cbaraoter  of  a  Spy.  We  arrived  at  this  Place  yeater* 
day  about  3  o'elook. 

The  ^oemy  abandoned  it  about  10  in  the  Mom'g,  to  all  appear- 
anoe  n  great  oonftisioni  leaving  their  Beef,  Ac.,  &  Fires  burning; 
we  made  a  forced  march  to  come  up  with  them,  but  the  Scoundrda 
in  this  Country  had  give  them  information  of  our  advancing. 

They  are  now  at  the  Black  Horse,  from  this  7  Miles,  we  are  not 
600  strong,  they  at  least  700,  with  8  Field  pieces,  and  from  every 
aoG^  expect  a  Reinforcement  I  expect  a  Reinforcement  this  Even* 
of  200  men ',  if  they  arrive,  I  hope  to  bring  them  to  action  To-mor- 
row mom'g :  this  is  a  very  dangerous  Post,  &  cant  be  held  without 
a  lal^  R^aforoemeadt. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Tr  mo.  obedt, 

SAML.  GRIFFIN. 
Pirtckd. 

To  tbe  aou'ble  brael  Putuam,  Biar.^ 

Kaj'  General  in  the  Service  of  the  American  States. 
Fevored  l>y  Mr.  Eeanard. 


Majoe  EtfBKm  Williams  to  Couxtcil  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

Thompson's  Mill,  Dec.  21st,  1776. 
Gentlemen^ 

The  BeanBK  is  (kft.  John  McGowan,  iriio  I  have  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Philad'a,  to  recruit  for  the  Regiment  agreeable  to  your  Di- 
rections. I  should  be  ghd  to  be  furnished  with  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 
cruiting InstrnetioM  which  you  deliver  to  the  Officers.  Mr.  Lieut. 
Boyd,  who  was  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  Sick  is  returned,  and  I 
have  appointed  Ensign  Andrew  Lytic  to  see  the  Sick  properly  taken 
care  of. 

The  58  soUs  of  New  Clothes,  58  of  old,  the  Gaps>  Shoes  have 
oome  to  hand  and  are  distributing;  the  800  suits  mentionad  to  be 
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forwarded  to  Lord  Sterlingi  I  eannot  bear  an  jthing  farther  of,  whioh 
I  oan't  acootmt  for. 

Herewith  ia  a  Betnm  of  the  late  two  Bataliona  of  Riflemen ;  the 
Masketry  that  are  remaining  I  cannot  acoonnt  for,  except  snoh  offi- 
cers as  were  in  the  new  arrangement ;  there  no  Doubt  are  many  of 
our  Soldiers  stragling  in  Philad'a,  and  unless  you  have  sent  the  offi- 
cers lately  of  Col.  Atlee's  Batalion  recruiting,  it  perhaps  would  be 
very  well  that  one  of  them  should  collect  &  march  the  stragleni  io 
the  Begiment.  Our  men  lay  out  in  huts  made  of  Boards  in  a  rough' 
manner.  Col.  Hand's  ft  other  Begiments  are  biliting  in  Fama^s 
Houses. 

I  am  Gentlemen  with  great  Esteem, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

iSNNION  WILLIAMS. 
Direded, 

The  Hon'ble  the  Council  of  Safety. 


John  Hublst  to  Gounoil  of  Savbtt,  1776. 

Lancaster,  IWr  2l8t,  1776. 

GentlcmeUy 

General  Mifflin  having  arrived  here  and  this  day  intends  to  ad- 
dress the  Militia,  and  hope  by  his  happy  Eloquence  will  inspire  ibem 
to  turn  out  to  oppose  the  Enemy. 

The  General  has  informed  me  that  the  Militia  who  have  already 
marched  were  badly  accommodated  on  the  Bead  with  ProvisioB  ft 
Lodgings.  That  the  Tavern  keepers  do  not  give  themselves  the 
trouble  to  amend  this  fault,  making  many  excuses  and  thereby  injur 
the  march  of  the  Troops.  He  therefore  thinks  it  adviseable  That  a 
Besolution  be  entered  into  ft  Published,  That  all  those  who  keep 
Public  Houses,  or  who  have  heretofore  done  so,  and  stUl  live  in  the 
places  where  people  used  to  be  accommodated,  should  provide  suit- 
able Provisions,  ftc,  for  the  Associators,  and  if  they  neglected  ao  to 
do,  the  Associators  should  have  power  to  accommodate  themselves 
at  such  Houses,  by  killing  such  Cattle,  ftc.,  as  was  sufficient,  giving 
a  receipt  for  them  to  the  owner,  that  he  mieht  be  paid  a  reasonable 
Price  by  the  Council.  A  Besolution  of  this  kind,  or  something 
similar,  ooght,  without  the  loss  of  a  day,  be  made,  and  make  no 
doubt  you  will  pay  immediate  attention  thereto. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Tours,  ftc., 
JOHN  HUBLEY.  • 
Dirwfedj 

On  Public  Service. 

Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
From  Mr.  Hubley. 
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Co^mcu*  on  Sajtcct  to  Paiqsipbnt  ov  CoNa&ss0|  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

December  22nd^  1776^  PhiladV 
Sir: 

TM  Ocraneil  thie  day  leeeiTed  tbe  enclosed  Letters  from  Tycon- 
deroga.  Their  Contents  are  so  melancholy  &  important,  that  we 
thought  it  onr  Doty  to  transmit  them  to  yon  without  delay.  America 
has  suffered  more  from  herself  than  her  Enemies,  and  until  a  tho- 
rough reform  can  take  phioe  in  the  several  Departments,  opposition 
«iU  h%  Tain.  While  more  offioes  or  a  greater  share  of  ihe  public 
Bofliness,  is  heaped  upon  the  same  person  than  he  can  possibly  at- 
le»d  to,  tbe  Ciult  is  not  his  if  they  are  but  indifferently  executed. 
It  ia  the  nost  important  matter  which  can  at  this  time  attract  the 
Mention  of  Congress,  and  we  bopo  that  we  shall  be  indulged  in 
preasiDg  it  upon  them.  A  few  naked,  sickly  &  ill-attended  Troops 
must  M  a  prey  to  their  own  Distresses  if  not  to  the  Enemy,  and  the 
bleBsing  of  heaven  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  attend  a  cause  however 
Good,  while  the  men  who  expose  (heir  lives  in  Defence  of  it  are  so 
ill  rewarded. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

By  Order  of  Council, 

Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

DAVD)  RITTENHOUSE. 

A  true  Copy  of  a  Letter  of  this  date  to  Congress. 

JHrectedf 

The  Hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


IvsTBUcrrioNS  op  Council,  &o.,  to ^  1776. 

In  Cooncil  of  Safety. 

December  22d,  1776. 

air, 

Tou  are  hereby  directed  to  order  four  of  the  armed  Boats,  that 
liave  the  best  aecommodat^ns  to  Bristol;  when  they  arrive  there, 
tbey  are  toreeeive  friither  Orders  ftwi  the  Oommaading  Officer  at  that 
place.  If  tbe  O^ew  are  not  provided  with  Blankets  and  other  neces- 
saries for  that  service,  by  spplying  to  this  Cooncil  they  shall  be  sup 
plied,  and  ^  Commissary  is  to  supply  tbe  Crews  with  double  allow 

6* 
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&Qoe  of  Rum  while  they  remain  at  that  plaoe.  Care  nmst  be  taken 
that  the  Boats  be  retvrned  when  they  can  no  longer  ooBtiaoe  safe, 
on  account  of  the  Weather. 


Maj.  Thos.  Proctob  to  Coukoil  op  Safbtt,  1776. 

Hiiladelphia,  Dec.  2Sd,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  waited  on  Ckneral  Patnam  to  Fort  Island  yesterday.  In  order  to 
view  the  works  and  the  adjaoent  ground,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinuMi 
that  works  should  be  formed  on  Red-bank  to  prevent  the  enemy 
takeing  the  advantoge  of  its  situation ;  and  the  Block  hoascs  at  the 
Fort  should  be  removed  to  Red-bank,  to  be  fixed  as  redouts,  and 
form  Lines  of  Commuuication  to  each  and  their  flanks,  and  oonsti* 
tute  other  work  at  Fort  Island  if  needfall  in  Lieu  of  s'd  B.  houses. 

I  am  to  Call  on  his  Exoellency  this  Morning  to  have  his  further 
Instructions;  of  which  shall  infonn  you. 

Am  your  Ob*  Serv*, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Chairman  in  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


John  Connolly  to  Cottncil,  1776. 

December  28d,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  give  you  such  repeated  troublee,  |>ut  my  wretched 
condition  will  plead  ipay  apology ;  immured  within  a  solitary  room| 
&  cutt  off  from  every  sodai  intercourse  with  mankind,  it  most  be 
acknowledged  is  a  pui^iahment,  highly  afflicting  and  scarcely  tolera- 
ble to  the  most  vigorqus  constitutions ;  but  enfeebled  as  I  am  by  con- 
stant disorder,  &  the  inind  participating  of  my  bodily  infirmity,  Jias 
sunk  into  the  de^st 'melaaohoUy,  &  has  reduced  me  to  so  deptora- 
ble  a  state,  that  words  can  bat  faintly  coamunicate  any  adj^quat^ 
idea  of  my  feelings.  As  a  PHsoAor  I  loobe4  (^  z?8triotion  u^^oa  m 
personal  liberty,  but  I  can  not  imagine  it  wa»  ever  B^eaj^t  tp  ejUeo4 
to  an  entire  deprivation  of  eiAer  i^e.or  heaUh. 

Thia  building  constructed  upon  princip)^^  of  humaftiliy,  wouH 


ffrre  me  some  relief  wee  I  allowed  the  privilege  of  walking,  in  the 
day  time^  A  1 4e  aMove  yen  I  shall  aitempt  no  advantage  from  sneh 
indnlgenoe.  Permit  me  to  request  the  favor  of  yon,  to  lay  my  re- 
qnM  Jiefim  file  {loaidy  ft  I  tftmst  every  humane  heart  will  agree  with 
joQy  that  there  is  nothing  immoderate  or  ezoeptionable  ia  my  ith 
^nest. 

I  bitve  tho  honor  to  be, 

3ur,  ypmr  i^ost  obed*^ 

INO-  CONNDUiT. 

JHrecied, 

To  Thos.  Wharton,  {!sq. 


GsViBiUIi  06J)S&S|  1770. 

Head  Qqart^rs,  28d  December,  177& 

All  the  troops  in  this  City,  both  Continental  &  Militia,  are  to  draw 
three  day's  provisions  &  Cook  it  immediately,  they  are  always  to 
keep  that  quantity  ready  dressed,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  naroh 
at  the  shortest  notice,  that  they  may  make  no  Complaint  for  want  of 
Provisions. 


RBSOLItTION  OF  COUNCIL  OF  SaFBTT,  1776. 

In  Conndl  of  Safety. 

Dee'rJith^me. 

Sesolved, 

Tkat  Mr.  Bobert  Erwin,  Waggon-master,  do  pay  for  every  WHf- 
gonwith  fcmr  Horses,  in  service  by  the  orders  of  this  Council  at  tie 
rate  of  thirty  Bhillings  per  Day  on  a  proper  Certificate  ^f  the  l?ime 
of  Bntry  bemg  produced  to  him. 

SKtract  from  ihe  Uinotes* 

a.  BiCKHAMi  Seentary, 
Fro.  Tern. 


This  will  be  presented  bj  Isaiah  Bobison,  Bsq.,  Commander  of  llie 
Continental  Brig*  Andrew  Doria ;  he  waits  on  yon  with  JoneSj 
Esq.^  late  Commander  of  a  British  Sloop  of  War  which  Capt  Bobi- 
son bas  lately  made  Prize  of.  Capt. 'Jones  behaved  very  bravely 
during  a  long  engagement  and  appears  to  be  a  man  of  honor^  it  is  a 
pity  such  men  are  our  Enemies,  &  when  they  fall  into  our  hands  they 
merit  the  best  treatment  that  Prisoners  can  receive. 

Yon  will  please  to  put  this  Gentleman  on  his  parole,  &  assign  the 
place  where  he  must  reside  &  extent  of  his  priviledge  ground,  and  I 
dare  say  he  will  faithfully  keep  the  one,  and  comply  with  the  other 
until  exchanged.  If  Cap*  Robison  carrys  before  you  any  of  the 
other  officers  it  wilV  be  for  the  same  purpose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain  Gknt", 

Tour  obed*  h'ble  Servant, 

BOB'T  MOBRIS, 

. .  The  HoneraUe  Gonncil  of  Safety,  PeiUKylvania. 


ExTfiACT  OF  S.  G.  M-s  Lbtter,  1776. 

Dec' 24t^,  1776. 

Be  not  afraid,  ye  Tories  shall  not  Triumph  over  us  vet.  We  will 
yet  have  our  day  &  make  them  Tremble.  .  Do  let  me  know  what  ye 
Council  is  doing.  The  Militia  was  promised  a  pair  of  Shoes  & 
Stockings  for  each  man  that  tum'd  out,  why  are  they  not  giving 
them  ?  It  would  be  worth  more  than  3  times  as  much  money)  thejr 
e«g|ht  4o  have  it,  for -upon  their  turning  oat  has  hitherto  dei^eaded 
tke  Salvation  of  Philad*.  This  is  not  a  Kandom  opinion,  for  as  sore 
a»  there  ia^a  0 — d  in  Heaven,  the  British  Army  wou^d  have  been 
in  pos'sion  of  our  City  had  it  not  been  for  the  City  Militia.  The 
Militia  call  loudly  for  ye  Councils  fulfilling  the  promises  of  Shoes 
&  Stockings,  let  them  place  themselves  in  'their  Situation  in  the 
dcpth.of  Winter^  &'tbey  must,  I  trust,  think  Seriously  of  the  matter. 
i;>i         .  ... 

Anoth'. 

20Dec^,1776. 

I  am  Sorry  ye  Congress  were  so  precipitate  in  removing  from 
Town,  it  has  struck  a  damp  on  ye  Spirits  of  many,  ft  done  much 


JPJMNBf  liVAMiLiL  JAXaBSJrBB'VrtfL  OB 

hvt  at  this  tima  I  hope  the  Couneil  of  Safety  will  not  follow  the 
Ezampley  it  -is  a  mMt  Criticail  time,  ft  they  mnst  do  their  duty. 
All  eyes  are  upon  them,  as  they  are  ye  only  body  to  whom  ye  people 
am  look  up;  they  shonld  take  ye  most  effeetnal  Steps  to  keep  ye 
Militia  in  flood  hvmoor,  by  Sapplying  them  w^  ye  Comforts  of  life 
in  this  Inelement  Season,  ft  ought  to  oonsider  them  as  people  wh6 
have  in  generM  enjoyed  the  Oonveaieneftes  ef  life  in  aa  gvsatt  a  degree 
-fls  tbetttselves)  tm  moek  eannot  be  4one  for  them,  for  to  theaaia 
owing  that  our  City^  is  not  at  this  moment  in  ye  Bneaies  pes^sfci^ 
I  beSeve  ye  Coonoil  have  exerted  themselvies^  nor  do  I  meat  to 
thaowthe  least  blame  on  them,  but  tbey  mast  contiane  nnremittedly 
to  consider  them  as  the  main  Objeel  of  their  Attention. 


Sah'l  HimBB  to  Council  of  Saitbtt,  1TT6. 

Fort  AwgastSy  24th  DeeemV,  1776. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  the  Besolutions  of  Congress  for  seleoting  one  Com- 

Coy  or  more  out  of  the  several  Battalions  in  the  County  Northum- 
riand,  there  is  a  Company  of  Volunteers  marched  of  this  day  out 
of  mv  Battalion  of  Assooiators  to  Joine  General  Washington,  wh6 
are  afl  Armed  and  Accoutred  in  the  Best  manner  I  could,  and  they 
liavB  Ohose  for  their  Caj^tain  Major  John  Lee,  for  their  first  Lieu^ 
tenant  Captain  Hugh  White,  for  their  Second  Lieutenant  Thomatf 
Gaskins,  and  for  their  Ensign  Gustavus  Ross,  Who  were  all  Elected 
hj  the  Company  to  be  their  officers ;  there  is  several  of  the  mei^ 
wants  Blankets,  which  Cap^  Lee  will  inform  you  off,  as  it  was  im^ 
possable  for  me  to  get  them  all  Blankets  here,  being,  a  scarce  article 
m  these  parts.  I  have  impressed  several  Guns,  Blankets,  and  other 
Necessarys  for  the  men,  and  has  had  them  Appraised,  which  Oapteia 
Lee  will  ^ve  vou  a  list  of,  that  will  be  a  Check  on  the  Certificates  I 
give  the  reople  for  the  Value  of  what  they  had  Appraised;  I  have 
acquainted  the  Company  that  their  Field  Offieers  will  be  Appainted 
in  Philadelphia,  when  all  the  Companys  out  of  this  Couqty  arrive 
Ibere,  as  Ui^e  was  no  snob  thing  of  doing  it  here  |n  a  Satipfao^ry 
manner,  Be  the  Season,  the  Companys  Could  not  be  all  together  at 
one  time. 

I  am,  S% 

your  most  Obe^  Humble  Serv^ 

SAM'LHUNTEB. 

iHrecUd, 
To  David  Kitenhouse,  Esq'^  in  Council  of  Safety. 
.  Fav'  by  Cap'  Jn"  Lee^ 


Ui  fBUNfflTLYAlILL  ABDHmBB  ITTA 


Couiicn*  0?  Safbt?  xo  ^ — — ^  1776. 

CoQQoQ  of  Safety, 
PhUad^  D^oember,  ^5(b^  1776. 

Tb«  cfiaaa  of  Freedom  lod  of  Amerioa  ftppToaobes  to  •  Crisiiait  <if 
vbioh  loaoy  of  Ibe  Peoplo  are  ignoranl  and  insoiifiiUe  of  tbo  i»- 
fending  mlamid^s,  , 

Wo  lave  aeofe  yoa  a  number  of  papers,  wkioh  we  leqaeet  yo«  to 
diskibttte  a0  geBfivallj  and  ezpedittouslj  aa  poaablOi  ia  bopea  ihnj 
will  informe  and  animate  tben  to  do  tbire  datj  and  0tep  forth, 
otherwise  they  may  shortly  expect  a  plandering  Enemy  at  their  own 
doors. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

I  am  your  humble  Serv^ 

TH08.  WflABTON,  TreoAK 


Maj,  Thos.  PaocTOB  to  Cotocil  op  Safbty,  1776. 

Philadelphia,  Dec  25th,  1776. 

Twice  I  ree*  the  General's  Inatructiona  to  prepare  myself,  and  a 
party  of  Artillery  under  my  Command  to  go  with  bim  into  tl|e  Je|v 
p^y  with  all  possible  Despatch  in  my  Power. 

BeUevjng  from  the  present  Prospect  of  afiairs  to^  would  Coinsido 
with  eTor?  reasonable  Measure  of  the  Qeneral's,  have  not  He^tated^ 
nut  order  d  such  a  Number  of  men  as  Could  get  ready  for  so  short 
a  Notice,  and  directed  the  Amunition  and  other  Necessaries  to  bo 
prepared  this  n^ht,  But  on  Inquiry,  find  such  Bequisite  to  be  veij 
Pefioient. 

I  am,  with  Doe  Bespect,  Yours, 

THOS.  PBOCIOB, 
DeoF  26th,  5  o'clocL 
Direetedj 
To  the  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  Phihdelphia. 


Bbsolxttiov  of  Couscq.,  1776. 

at be  appointed  to  go  Boui 

arter  such  Troops  aa  are  or  may  Con 

jging  to  the  disefected  Persons,  and  t ^ ^ 

are  hereby  Bequested  to  make  Boom  for  as  many  Soilder  as  they 


Saolved,  That be  appointed  to  go  Bound  the  Cit^  and 

Liberty  and  quarter  such  Troops  aa  are  or  may  Come  to  this  Citty, 
in  houses  belonging  to  the  disefected  Persons,  and  that  each  finnily 
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€iB  ifiad  KoMi  foi ;  u4  any  pmMi  Bdmsg  to  Omipir  Bbail  be 


W»  LooHEY  Atn>  Jvow  Moore  to  Thos.  Whabton,  Prbs't. 
OoTJNCiL  OF  Safety,  17T6. 

Westmorel^  Oo«y,  20*  De<f,  1776. 

By  the  remoTal  of  Coll.  Mackay  frpm  tbe  Kittanlng,  the  fron- 
teen  of  this  County  ifl  laid  open  and  expoeed  to  the  Meroy  of  a  fatth- 
leat,  uncertain  Savage  Enemy^  and  we  are  Inform'd  by  Andrew 
MeFarland,  Esq',  who  lives  at  the  Kittaning,  that  he  is  much  afraid 
that  the  Mincoei  will  plunder  the  Country,  and  that  he  wiH  ttot 
think  himself  Safe  if  there  is  not  a  Company  of  Men  Stationed  there, 
aD4  if  he  Aomptes^  i^  nvspber  more  of  the  Inhabitants  will  follow ; 
the  Kittaning  is  a  poet  of  Importance,  and  we  think  %  few  meii 
Stationed  tlwe  would  <iwe  the  Indians,  and  perhaps  prevent  much 
mischief,  and  as  we  are  not  certain  there  is  any  legal  Bepresentatives 
of  the  People  of  this  State  now  siting  but  the  Couneil  of  Safety,  we 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  layHhls  letter  before  them,  not  doubting 
but  they  will  take  the  mater  into  Consideration,  and  take  such  stepe 
as  the  importance  of  it  Requires. 
We  are,  Sir, 

Your  jnoel  ebedieit  hnm**  Serv^ 

W.  LOCHRT, 
JOHN  MOOBB. 
Dhtetedy 
To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Counoi)  of  Safety  iq 
Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Brown  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776, 

Sir, 

I  some  time  agoe,  in  a  letter  to  you,  pray'd  your  Honorable  Boara 
to  think  of  some  Method  of  CloatUng  the  men  under  my  Command, 
u  I  then  foresaw,  what  is  now  come  to  pass,  That  for  want  of  which* 
they  weuU  be  qnfitt  for  Service,  I  have  now  between  Thirty  &  Forty 
(ofmy  best  men)  sick  with  Pluricies,  Colds,  Ac.,  upwards  of  Twent]^ 
of  iheiu  in  di^erept  parts  of  the  City,  suffering  for  want  of  Doctors, 
Ac.  &c.    Should  you  see  proper  to  Order  a  House  for  an  Hospittle 

*  13iis  is  a  lougb  deaqglit  of  »  reeolution  on  haok  «f  prMeding  IsMo^.  Bf 
4at6a 


tK  FENII8TLYAaiA.'ABC]IIVB8  1776. 


I  wonia  eiMbfttnonr  toCMaet  thorn  ail  tc|piheB^  whm  'Mrf  i 
have  tho  Doctor^B  attondeMe.and  othac  NManoneftmai 
I  ami  Sir, 

Your  yery  bumble  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  BSOWSr. 
Philad%  26  Decern',  1776. 

To  Thomas  Wbarton,  Esq%  President  of  the  Hon^>*  Council  <if 
Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


fisiBAiOTS  OF  Lbttbrs  feom  6bn«  Cadwalabbr,  1776. 

BriitoIy2eth0eC|in6. 

Oentlemetty 

There  was  a  general  attack  to  be  made  last  night.  The  river  was 
impassable  here,  &  we  made  the  attempt  at  Dunks'  Ferry,  but  found 
It  impracticable  to  get  over  our  Cannpn,  we  returned  this  morn*  to 
Bristol,  about  four.  I  this  moment  have  an  account  by  Mr.  Mc* 
Lane,  (a  man  of  veracity)  that  he  was  at  Trenton  Perry  this  morn- 
ing &  heard  a  very  heavy  firing  on  the  River  &  Penny  Town  Beads, 
that  lead  to  Trenton — the  heavy  firing  lasted  about  i  an  Hour,  & 
continued  to  moderate  for  aboat  three  QiMrtors.  The  Light  Horse 
&  Hessians  were  seen  flying  in  great  confusion  towards  Bordentown, 
but  without  Cannon  or  Waggons,  so  that  the  Enemy  must  have  lost 
the  whole,  a  party  of  our  men  intercepted  about  a  Dozen  Hesdanfi 
in  sight  of  pur  people  on  this  side,  A  brought  them  to  the  Ferry  & 
huzsa'd.  I  have  ordered  the  Boats  from  Dunks's,  and  shall  pass 
as  soon  as  possible — we  can  muster  here,  about  1800  men  if  the  Ex- 
pedition last  night  in  the  storm,  does  not  thin  our  Ranks.  Has  Qeneral 
Putnam  crossed,  and  with  what  Numbers — Pray,  let  me  know.  Every 
thing  of  this  kind  gives  Confidence  to  the  Troops.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  report,  a  heavy  firing  was  heard  at  this  place — an  attempt  was 
made  to  pass  at  or  a  little  below  Trenton  Ferry,  but  could  not  get 
pver,  that  would  have  made  the  Victory  still  more  compleat. 


Bristol,  26th  Dec. 
Gentlemen, 

I  wrote  this  morning  to  Gen.  Washington,  directed  to  Gen.  Swing 
at  Trenton  Ferry,  who  informs  me  that  he  cannot  yet  ascertain  the 
pactienUrs  of  this  morning's  action,  one  Waigprn  loaded  4vitk  Arms 
was  brought  down  to  the  Ferry  (Hessian  arms)  and  safe  landed  ott 
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thk  Acace^  &  Biz  HessiaDS,  we  haye  taken  14  or  16  10*  of  Oaanon,  a 
«»Bidenble  of  StoreB  k  Ctoathing.  The  namber  of  liUed^  wounded 
&  piJaoDen  Sa  very  oonaiderable. 

Jndoned, 
Extract  of  Letters  from  General  Gadwalader. 


BbSOLUIION  of  OONGRBSSy  1776. 

In  Congreis,  Decern'  27tb,  1776. 

ReaolTedy  Tbat  tbe  Council  of  Bafetj  of  Pennsylvania  be  Requested 
to  Take  the  most  Vigorous  and  speedy  measures  for  punisbins  all 
each  as  shall  Refuse  Contioental  Currency,  and  that  the  OenenU  be 
Directed  to  give  all  necessary  Aid  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  car- 
rying their  measures  on  this  subje^  into  effectual  Execution. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prosid*. 

Directed, 

On  Public  Service.  To  tbe  Hon*  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Penn« 
sylvania,  at  Philadelphia.    John  Hancock. 


JoHK  Haitcock,  p.  C.  to  Council  oir  Sapbtt,  1776. 

Baltimore,  Decem'  27th,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

The  great  Importance  to  the  Welfare  of  these  United  States  of 
aapporting  the  Credit  of  the  Continental  Currency,  will  apggest  the 
Propriety  of  the  above  Resolve,  which  I  am  commanded  by  Congress 
to  transmit  to  you,  and  to  request  you  will  take  Measures  for  an  im- 
mediate Compliance  therewith.  I  have  wrote  to  the  General  to  give 
you  every  necessary  Assistance  in  carrying  your  Determinations  on 
this  Subject.  intQ  eiectual  Bzeoution. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Oentlemen, 

your  most  obed'  h'ble  servS 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pres*. 

On  Public  Service.  To  the  Hon<  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  Phikdelpbia.    John  Hancock. 


W  trnVSTUfAStA  MXIOTm  177BJ 

Bb^J.  Fl^OWBRS  TO  C0U2I0Il4  (fl  SaJSTY,  HT^n 

The  H<m«  Oonnoil  of  Safety. 
Oentlemen, 

The  OeDe|d[  is  eztremel  j  Sony  to  Inform  them  that  thie  ipom- 
ing  when  th^l^allies  were  wanted  they  were  all  a  Groand,  he  there- 
fore begs,  that  when  they  return^  thay  may  be  ordered  to  ly  in  whet 
Doeks  or  other  place,  where  they  may  be  ready  to  ezeoate  any  order 
they  may  reoeiy^. 

BENJ.  FLOWER, 
Gom^r  Genl.  of  Mi"  Stores. 

Head  Ooarters^  Phil%  27  Deeember,  177d. 


BOBBRT  MOHEIS  TO  CoUNGIIi  OF  SaPSTT,   1776. 

PhOada.  Dec  27th,  1776. 
Gent", 

Capt,  Cooke,  Oommander  of  the  Haiylaild  ShiiMkiS>Wai>  )>e(9ppe, 
is  the  bearer  of  this  Note,  be  oame  np  with  upwards  of  70  ma^  t4 
aasbt  in  defence  of  this  City,  as  the  Gondolos  are  ffoing  on  Service 
he  ofSars  to  go  in  them  as  a  reinforoement,  &  if  need  be  at  the  place 
of  action  he  and  his  men  will  sasiBt  l^e  artillery.  I  doubt  not  this 
offer  will  be  acceptable,  &  if  so,  the  Council  will  giye  their  officeia 
snitfM^  direetions. 

I  haye  the  honour  to  be  G^nt", 
Tour  obed.  sery^ 

BOBEBT  MORRIS. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  Pennsylvania. 


Jambs  Bbab  to  Counoil  o9  Bavmtt,  1776, 

Sir, 

I  received  from  a  man  who  came  from  the  City  to  this  Town 
Yesterday  Evening,  some  copies  of  an  Address  of  the  Hon'ble  As- 
sembly to  the  Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  >  some  of  which  I  tcmk 
Paina  to  distribute  properly,  immediately  on  coming  to  Hapdi  and 
the  Rest  shall  be  carefully  sent  abroad  thia  Sftoming^    W^  bftW  M 
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Committee  al  presenit;  there  has  been  an  Sleetiozi;  bot  od  tl^  Re- 
turn Dsy^noi  a  Birth  Part  appeared^  oiring,  'tis  thonght,  to  the 
Cold.  I  have  not  a  Clerk,  or  Man,  or  Boj,  in  my  House,  and  am 
obliged,  in  Perioa,  to  go  on  every  Errand  abont  town,  when  Pnblio 
S wneBB  c«ll&  We  have  no  Pxomou  for  Pi^ng  any  one  who-  goes 
on  any  Publio  Enrands,  than  whiofa  nothing  can  be  of  more  conae- 
ynence,  and  for  Want  of  which  the  Cause  of  Amerioiwaaffers  jnvick 
in  this  Quarter. 

Last  Nigbt  sev^en  persons  were  brought  from  Northampton  County 
to  this  town,  by  order  of  some  Major ',  the  Officer  of  the  Guard  whic| 
eame  with  them,  brought  an  Original  Letter^  written  by  you  to  the 
Committee  of  Nc^rtfaampton  County^  (which  had  never  been  delivered 
to  Committee)  directing  them  to  cause  Persons  suspected  to  b^ 
inimical,  &o.,  to  be  apprehended  and  sent  to  Lancsater,  Yorh^  or 
Beading,  fading  being  the  nearest  Flaee^  we,  who  have*already 
incMre  Prisoners,  French  and  Scotch,  than  we  have  Men  at  Arms  (0I4 
ft  young  together)  in  this  P)aoe»  shall  have  all  the  Tories  thai 
liTorthampton  can  find^  whereby  the  Ruin  of  this  Town  is  justlj^ 
apprehended.  Lancaster  has  Barracks,  and  neither  that  town,  nof 
xork,  has  any  Prisoners  in  it  But,  if  the  People  of  Kprthampton 
have  their  Choice  of  three  Plaices,  they  wilt  always  send  to  the 
nearest  to  tiiem.  Thue  Beading  must  be  endangered,  and,  at  best, 
borttenad.  Our  Prison  small;  that  of  Lancaster  hu'ge,  and  that 
Town  three  times  as  large  as  this.  Pray,  Sir,  let  these  Thin^  be 
immediately  oousidered.  We  are  distressed.  The  Militia  from 
Northumberland  disturb  ns  by  their  Importunity  for  Salt;  which, 
Barely,  we  are  not  to  provide,  when  there  is  such  a  scanty  Portion 
in  every.  Aoitfy, 

We  have  heard  that  a  Hospital  is  to  be  made  in  this  plaoe. 
StriMBge  this !  when  we  have  iv>t  one  House  in  Town  nnooonpied^- 
maw  Families  have  oome  hither  from  Philadelphia.  I  need  say  no 
more  on  this  Head.  I  am  obliged  to  write  in  sreat  Haste.  I  can- 
not, however,  oondude  without  pressing  you,  sir,  to  try  to  relieve 
«0  of  tiieae  Ti^riM  and  other  Priaenece,  and  sayiog  that  keraalM  it 
will  be  impoesible  to  get  a  Waggon,  or  any  eervioe  done  wilhonl 
nady  Pay.  The  Peopte  who  have  hitherto  done  p«UieSenieoB  U% 
tery  importanal^  k  grow  angry  thai  Ihey  ave  not  paid. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  serv*, 

JAMES  BSAD.    , 

Beadiig,  Beoember  &7th,  1776. 

J)irectedi 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  Beq',  President  of  the  Oonncil  of 
ftfety,  at  Philadelphia. 


IM  FKNN8YLTAHIA  ABCHIYBS  ITZt. 

EXX&AGT  Ol*  A  LSITEB  I'&OM  COL.  BiBDU,  1776. 

Dated  27tli  Decf,  1776. 

'^We  have  retanied  with  much  honour  from  our  Aenton  ezpe- 
ditioD,  havine  hrousht  off  about  750  Hessians,  1  Lt  Col.,  2  MajotB, 
4  Captain8,'i5  Subalteras^  8  Standards,  6  Brass  field  PieoeSy  and 
near  1000  Stand  of  Arms. 

We  came  on  them  by  snrpize  at  about  7  o'clock — ^their  guard  at 
the  end  of  the  town  and  their  parties  in  town,  gave  a  smart  resistance 
for  a  while,  and  thej  passed  up  the  Creek  back  of  the  Meeting 
Bouse  where  they  formed,  and  thought  we  should  have  had  a  smart 
engagement,  but  they  were  by  that  time  near  surrounded,  &  so  pushed 
at  all  points  that  they  surrendered  with  all  their  arms,  &c. 

Our  officers  and  men  behaved  with  most  remarkable  bravery,  and 
bv  their  activity  and  zeal  they  soon  put  a  most  honourable  end  to 
this  very  important  affair.  Indeed,  I  never  could  conceive  that  one 
spirit  should  so  universally  animate  both  officers  and  men  to  rush 
fbrward  into  action.'^ 

A  true  Copy  from  the  original.  ^ 

JONA'N  MIFFLIN, 
D.  Q.  M.  a. 


Clbmbnt  Bibdlb  to  Council  of  Sapett,  1776. 

d  Qaarters,  Newton 
28  Decem'r,  1776. 


Head  Qaarters,  Newtown, ) 


Sir, 

His  Ezoellenoy,  General  Washington,  has  commanded  me  to  send 
forward  the  Prisoners  taken  at  Trenton,  to  pass  through  Philadel* 
^ia  to  Lancaster,  and  I  have  sent  them  with  a  Guard  under  the 
conduct  of  Capt.  Murray,  (an  Officer  of  this  State  lately  released 
from  New  York,)  with  directiona  to  furnish  them  Provisions  and 
Qaarters  on  the  Road. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  Commissary  of  Prisoners  of  War  to 
take  the  charge  of  them,  and  as  the  Honorable  Congress  have  re- 
solved that  each  State  appoint  one  to  furnish  Provisions,  have  charge 
of  them,  Vth  proper  returns  for  their  Security  and  Exchange;  yoa 
will  pardon  me  for  hinting  the  necessity  of  such  appointment.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Prisoners  amount  to  near 
one  thousand,  that  their  Arms,  six  brass  field  pieces.  Eight  standanfa 
or  Colours,  and  a  number  of  Swords,  Cartouoh  Boxes,  taken  in  this 
happy  Bxpeditipn,  are  safely  arrived  at  and  near  this  plaoe.   If  your 
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HoBonM^  Oommlftfee  Mdd  byabyniMiiB  trntUk  ShfliBV  fc  Slaok 
iaan  for  our  Tioons^  it  will  be  a  great  relief. 

I  haye  by  his'  JSxeelkoej's  Command,  requenked  tbe  GomBultee 
of  this  OouDty  to  Colleet  all  they  oaa  find  whieb  the  Inhabitania  oan 
apare,  bat  tbe  morement  of  our  army  prevente  the  seadiDg  eaj 
OffieerB  on  this  Serviee,  and  it  will  oerfeainly  be  aiofe  f  ooeptable  lo' 
tbe  inhabitants  to  have  them  ecdleeted  by  some  persona  appointed 
by  the  Govemmeat  of  the  State,  and  they  shall  be  immediately  paid 
for  on  the  Deliyery  at  Head  QiiarteiB. 

I  am  with  great  Bespeet,  yoor  and  the  Oooneil's  most  Obedient 
and 

.   Tery  Hnmble  Sory't, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

D.  Qtt'r  M'r  Gen'l. 

Gen.  Si.  Chir  requests  his  Compliments  to  yon. 

'  I  am  not  alone  in  assuring  yon  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Jersey,  of 
whom  we  had  an  opportunity  of  enquiring  of  the  Behaviear  of  the 
Heasian  Troops,  deelare  that  their  Offioers  &  Soldiers  treated  them 
in  general  with  more  Lenity,  than  those  of  the  British  Troops,  w'oh 
Jnstioe  to  oar  Prisonen,  ealls  for  an  aeknowledgement  of,  as  ftlse 
reports  had  been  spread  to  the  oontrary. 

Y'r  mo.  ob.  t.  h.  s., 

C.  B. 

DirtcUd. 

On  Public  Service,  to  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Pre- 
ndent  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  PennsyWaniai  Philadelphia. 


Pat'k  Duffey  to  Col.  Pboctob,  1776. 

MoQonkey's  Perry,  28th  Dec'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  I  have  yesterday  ar« 
rived  from  Trenton,  after  a  very  &taguing  (though  suooessfuU)  en* 
poement,  in  which  can  assure  you,  Uie  Artillery  got  applause.  I. 
had  the  Honour  of  being  detached  up  the  Main  Street  in  front  of  the- 
Savages,  without  any  other  piece,  and  sustained  the  fire  of  Several 
gunns  from  the  Houses  on  each  side,  without  the  least  loss,  must- 
attribute  my  protection  to  the  hand  of  Providence;  we  made  Pri- 
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bI^toHi  €t  «lMrt  IM))  ft6g#*0r^A  thb  tiiiifAer  k9M^  WbM  I  mh^ 
not  exactly  ascertain,  but  vn  Umk  6  bfttM  Md  pt«ee8  and  a  iitnakfltf 
Hf  0ttail  anna,  afi  ^Ut  has  becna  safely  oarried  of.' 
'  The  ai«ft  aM  very  kdhcIi  NonikusM  fdr  Shooa  A  Witeli€oat%h4>p« 
ym  Hwy^  if  possible,  Btfnd  them,  mt^  a  ecq^  of  the  pay  bill  I  Mi 
J6n  last,  as  Z  haf%  paid  bat  few  of  the  men  Bore  than  5  Doilanf 
«ach,  and  has  but  a  trifle  of  mcttey  left.  I  paid  Teomey  18^  oash, 
itod  1  paif  of  Shoes  be  had,  all  wh4^  amoMt  to  d8«*0.  Oapt  Vofu 
rest  would  be  glad  you'd  send  the  drum  and  a  fifer  if  you  ean^ 
nease  to  let  ne  know  if  any  thwg  has  beea  dona  respeotiiig  Mr. 
Irvine's  afiair ;  he  promised  to  return  in  two  or  three  days,  however^ 
I  look  upon  him  not  to  aet  like  a  gentleman,  which  is  farr  the  opi- 
nion I  had  of  him.  Oonolude  with  Oompliments  to  your  Brother^ 
wbhing  him  joy  in  his  deliverance. 

T'r  Very  obedient  Servant, 

PAT-  DUFFEY. 

P.  S,-^Oomp'tg  to  Cspt.  Courtney  &  Mr,  Tumbull,  am  glad  to 
hoar  of  y'r  Promotion  to  Colonell. 

Direetedj 
To  CoUonel  Thoaias  Prooftor,  of  Artillery,  Plaladelphia. 


Thomas  Forrest  to  Col.  Proctor,  1776. 

MoConkey's  Ferry,  29th  Deo'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

Am  happy  in  acquainting  you  that  we  have  retarn'd  from  Trenton 
after  defeating  the  Brass  Caps  and  Crous  coups,  and  am  now  under 
marching  orders  on  an  other  Expedition  over  the  river,  hope  it  may 
prove  as  Sutscessfull  as  the  hist;  we  Lave  taken,  exclusive  of  what 
were  not  able  to  march  off,  946,  with  a  Compleat  band  of  Musick, 
the  number  kMl'd  uncertain.  The  men  are  not  able  to  move  for 
want  of  Shoes  and  Watch  Coats,  which  I  expect  you'll  forward  ^ 
bearer  immediately^  with  Gunn  Screws,  and  the  Itegimental  Coats,  * 
to  sueh  as  has  been  before  mentioned.  Mr.  Irvine  has  behaved  in 
80  Infhmous  a  manner  heie,  in  reeeivinjr  mciiiey  hem  us  and  the 
nien,  in  order  to  bring  Necessary's  from  T^mi,  that  I  think  him  vn^ 
worthy  a  Oom  mission  in  the  Service.  Mr.  McConnell  haspaased' 
with  me  as  an  Officer,  and  has  -bekaved  as  seoh,  thetefore,  as  I  ab- 
solutely stand  in  need  of  OOC;  w'  be  glad  you'd  dispatoh  him  or  Mr  * 


wko  teft  ttidttinM  I  karrb  been  otii.  ^ 

C6Ao!tt4e  ft  Ob*t  Servunt, 

XHOMAS  F0BKE81?. 

Otmf*  of  Brothet  Offieen  to  Mr.  Oourtney  and  Tainbnll. 

Directed  J 

To  GoUonel  Proctor,  of  Artillery,  Philadelphia. 


JosTOi  PrarHBLLto  Council  of  Satbtt,  1776. 

Bn0tol^39thDeo'r,1776« 
Sir, 

I  am  orfcred  hj  Oenmd  Mifflin  lo  infortn  yon  that  there  li  • 
aooaiderable  Qnaiitftj  of  Bar  Iron  In  a  8mto  on  Afch  Sireot  Vihtcrf^ 
whioh  <fae  desire  yon  will  kaye  eecnred  for  the  nee  of  the  -Stalei    itf 
htlkmgi  to  Teneh  Ooxe. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  H'ble  Servant, 

JOS.  PfiNNEUi,  A.  Q.  M.  O. 

An  Order  for  the  above  puipose  sent  to  General  Putnam,  De- 
eember  80fch,  1776.  . 

Directed^ 

The  Honoorable  Mi^or  General  Putmnn,  Head  Qnartcote,  Phih^ 
delphia. 


Wtf .  TteoEM  TO  Council  ot  SAnsarr,  17T6. 

Deo'r  30th,  1776- 

To  the  Honorable  Oonnoil  of  Safety. 
Gentlemen; 

U  it  with,  the  utmost  Beluctance  we  are  constrained  to  apply  to  yon 
in  behalf  of  the  great  Numbers  of  distrees'd  Sick  Soldiers  who  fall 
nnder  the  Notice  of  this  department,  particularly  with  respect  ,to  wood,^ 
the  difficulty  is  this,  the  numbers  of  Sick  that  daily  cone  in  Sod- 
denly  upon  us,  and  lequire  immediate  assistance,  and  as  all  returns 
tot  Wood  must  be  made  to  the  Barrack  Master  General,  it  is  per* 
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|«p«  one,  two,  or  thi«e  dm  bolbte  tliey  cw  be  rappUBdrin  wbioh^ 
Gaae  many  must  unavoidablj  Perish.  We  therefore  pray  your  adr 
vioe  how  we  may  coDduet  ourselves  in  this  particular^  and  in  soma 
other  importaDt  affairs. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Siok. 

WM.  THOfiNB. 


HsKRY  Hallbr  to  Coukcil  of  Safett,  1776. 

Beading,  Dec.  ye  80th,  1776.   . 
Honored  Sir, 

Having  left  ye  Gamp  at  Gorrars  Ferry,  ye  16th  Instant,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Greatest  Number  of  the  men  of  my 
Batta>,  Deserted  on  the  13lh  &  14th  Instant,  a  thing  that  might  in 
my  qunion  have  been  prevented  had  the  offioers  taken  proper  steps  ; 
but  some  of  them  were  as  willing  ae  they  Privais,  to  break  up  the 
Battalion,  tuck  no  pains  to  git  their  men ;  and  this  Oondnot  inoou* 
raged  others;  since  that  I  have  been  here  waiding  to  Oead  the  Pay 
Bolls  that  money  might  be  Drawen  to  pay  of  ther  men  that  they 
might  be  incouraged  to  Re  Enter  on  the  Service ;  But  same  of  the 
Gapt"*  Cf^ives  me  all  the  delav  in  their  power,  there  for,  I  pray  your 
adtention  in  this  mater,  I  think  if  a  pay  Master  was  ordered  up  here 
to  pay  of  the  Battel",  it  would  have  a  good  effect. 

There  b  a  Beport  that  the  pay  of  offeciers  has  been  Raised  should 
this  be  the  Case  in  the  Gontinental,  I  should  be  Glad  to  know 
wether  or  why  not  the  same  be  paid  to  us,  who  have  been  immedi- 
ately on  the  saibe  service,  and  have  been  promised  the  same  pay  as 
the  Gontinental  Troops. 

Mr.  Dundas,  of  this  Town,  who  is  at  present  weakly,  having  Lady 
Becovert  some  what  from  an  sickness,  has  given  me  his  word  of 
Honor  that  he  will  appear  when  ever  your  Honorable  Board  shall 
sent  for  him,  and  that  he  in  the  main  time  Jjooks  upon  him  sel^  as 
a  prisoner.' 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  an  answer  by  the  Bearrer,  Gapt.  Shaffer, 
if  Gonveneant. 

I  ain,  Sir,  ^ 

Your  Humble  Serv% 

HBNBY  HALLKB. 

Directed, 
To  Mr.  Thomas  Wharton;  Jun', 

Pres*  of  the  Gouncil  of  Savety  at  Philada. 
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CunDBNT  BxDPLB  zo  CoumiL  OF  Satstt,  1776. 

Sir: 

Incloeed  is  Gopj  of  the  Parole,  mgaei  by  tbe  Hessian  Offioers 
wbo  are  forwarded  by  Gommand  of  His  Excellency,  Qeneral  Wash- 
ington to  Philadelphia,  to  be  sent  to  Lancaster  or  such  other  place 
as  yoa  shall  think  proper  to  direct. 

I  $m  with  mnob  Respect, 

Yonr  mo.  Obedient, 

&  very  hum"  Serr*, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 
D.  Qr.  M'  QmK 
Vewtown,  Pec.  80, 1776. 

Colonel  Weedon,  a  worthy  brare  Officer,  has  undertaken  to  Gon« 
doct  the  Officers  to  Philadelphia. 

IHrectedf 
To  the  Honorable  the  OounoU  of  Safety,  Fhibdelphia* 


Obligation  of  W.  Smith,  &c.,  1776. 

In  Goaneil  of  Safety. 

PhilA.,De<f  18th,  1776. 
Aesolred, 

That  William  Smith  Broker,  Samuel  Jefferies,  Joseph  Stansbury, 
David  Shoemaker  &  J.oel  Zane,  be  discharged  from  the  Gustodv  of 
Mr.  Bob*  Jewell,  conditionally,  That  they  confine  themselves  to  their 
own  (Iwellinjg  booses,  untill  enlarged  by  the  authority  j>residing  in 
this  State,  a  that  they  will  hold  no  correspondence  with,  nor  give 
any  Intelligence  to  the  Enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
ncnr  do  any  act  or  thing  directly  or  indirectly,  that  will  be  any  waya 
prejudicial  to  this  State,  or  any  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  acknowledge  ottrselves  bound  to  observe  the  above  eenditioni. 

Wh.  Smcth,, 

BrNcer. 

SAHfL  JlfftRTS, 

Job.  Svanbbubt, 

DAYID  SHOBMAiatt, 
JOBL  ZaHB, 

B.  Vaux. 

«  8ee  p.  99 ;  adtCel  See.,  VeL  XI.,  p.  48. 
Vol.  v.— 7 
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Jambs  Ewing  to  Couisrciii  op  Sapbtt,  1776. 

Sir, 

Bj  Order  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  I  have  sent 
down  certain  Hessian  Prisoners,  to  be  disposed  of,  as  the  Committee 
of  Safety  may  direct. 

A  List  of  their  Names  is  inclosed. 

JAMES  EWINQ. 


Trenton  Falls,  ) 

Dec'r  aOth,  1776.   J 


DireeUd, 
Thomas  Wharton,  JanV,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Adbbbss  01*  Council  jov  Savbtt,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Decern.  81, 1776. 
To  the  Public : 

There  arrived  yesterday  in  this  City  near  one  thousand  Hessian 
prisoners,  taken  by  his  Excellency,  Geri^  Washington,  in  his  late 
fortnnate  and  successful  Expedition  to  New  Jersey.  Th6  General 
has  recommended  to  this  Council  to  provide  suitable  Quarters  for 
them,  and  it  is  his  earnest  wish  that  they  may  be  well  treated,  and 
have  such  principles  instilled  into  them,  whilst  they  remain  prison- 
ers, that  when  they  return  on  being  exchanged,  they  may  fully  open 
the  Eyes  of  their  Countrymen  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Greai 
Britain,  who  at  present  are  not  a  little  jealous  of  their  English  fel- 
low soldiers. 

These  miserable  creatures  now  justly  excite  our  Compassion. 
They  have  no  Enmity  with  us.  According  to  the  arbitrary  cus- 
toms of  the  tyrannical  German  Princes,  they  were  dragg'd  from  tbein 
native  Country  and  sold,  to  a  foreign  Monarch,  without  either  eon- 
suiting  their  iDcllqationif  or  informiog  them  of  the  place  they  were 
destined  for,  or  the  Enemy  they  were  to  contend  with.  Their  pay 
a  mere  pittance,'  they  wore  necessitated  and  encouraged  to  plunder. 
It  is  therefore  nothing  strange  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  great 
irregularities,  tho'  inferior  to  the  brutal  behaviour  of  the  British 
Troops.  But  from  the  moment  they  are  rescued  from  the  authority 
of  the  British  Officers,  we  ought  no  longer  to  regard  them  as  our 
Enemies,  at  least  whilst  their  Conduct  will  Justifie  our  favourable 
opinion.    Tis  Britain  alone  that  h  our  E&enqr ;  all  the  rest  of 
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Europe  is  from  ibe  stroAgest  motives  interested  in  onr  favour.  Tis^ 
tile  Officers  and  Troops  of  Britain  only,  that  are  heartily  engaged 
in  this  unjust  war  against  us,  from  ranoour,  pride  and  ambition, 
and  notwithstanding  the  pains  thej  have  taken  to  prejudice  the 
Germans  against  us,  we  hope  they  will  find  it  impossible  to  prevail 
on  them  much  longer  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 
Americans,  many  of  whom  are  their  Countrymen.  The  most  favor- 
able opportunity  now  gfferB  to  weaken  the  force  of  our  Enemies,  by 
making  their  Auxiliaries  our  friends,  and  we  earnestly  entreat  you 
to  embrace  it  by  suppressing  any  resentment  that  might  naturally 
irifle  on  recollecting  their  late  hostility,  and  treating  the  much 
injured  and  deceived  Hessians  now  in  our  power  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  as  a  people  we  would  wish  to  unite  with  ourselves  in  im- 
proving the  fertile  forrests  of  America,  extending  its  manu^turo 
k  Commerce,  and  maintaining  its  Liberty  and  independency  against 
all  attacks  of  forreign  &  Arbitrary  Power. 


Rbsoltjtions  of  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  December  y«  81st,  1776.  * 
In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  Besolve*  of  Congress,  &  the  In- 
telligence received  from  several  parts  of  this  State,  that  the  Disaf- 
fected and  Enemies  to  the  United  States  of  America  are  practising 
the  most  dangerous  Schemes  to  Destroy  the  Credit  of  the  paper 
Money  Issued  under  the  Authority  of  Congress,  which  wicked  & 
mischievous  practices  are  likelv  to  be  attended  with  pernicious  Con* 
sequences,  unless  there  be  a  vigorous  exertion  of  the  Power  invested 
b  us  to  put  a  Stop  to  such  Traiterous  practices.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  that  any  person  who  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  resolve  shall  refuse  to  take  Continental  currency  in  payment  of 
aoj  Debt  or  contract  whatsoever,  or  for  any  goods  or  Commodity 
offered  for  sale,  or  shall  ask  a  greater  price  for  any  Commodity  in 
such  Continental  Currency  than  in  any  other  kind  of  Money  or 
Specie,  &  on  full  proof  made  thereof  to  any  three  Members  of  aftiy 
CoQDty  Committee  or  any  two  field  Officers  of  Militia  of  this  State, 
shall  for  the  first  Offence  be  considered  as  a  Dangerous  Member  of 
Society,  &  forfeit  the  goods  or  debt  contracted  for  to  the  person  who 
contracted  for  the  same,  &  shall  moreover  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of 
^,  for  all  contracts  for  &  under  that  sum ;  &  for  all  Contracts  above 
that  sum  shall  forfeit  to  the  full  Amount  of  said  Debt  or  Contract, 
one  fourth  of  all  such  forfeitures  to  be  for  the  use.  of  the  Infbrmer, 
&  the  remaining  Three  fourths  to  the  use  of  this  State,  to  be  paid  to 
the  Committee  of  the  County  where  the  forfeiture  is  incurred,  &  to 
he  Levied  Immediately  by  the  Direction  &  Authority  of  the  said 
Committee  or  Field  Officer ;  and  For  the  second  offence  they  shall 

*  See  Colon.  Eec.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  70.  ^ 
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V  mibjaat  to  tb«  Aibraneatio&'d  pvnaltitti,  ft  be  btnisli'd  tbift  Stalv 
to  fioob  place  and  ia  ssek  maaaer  aa  this  Coimeil  shall  direet— *- 
NevertheleflB  if  anj  peraon  ahall  think  himaelf  or  her  a^griey'd  bj 
the  Betermiiiation  of  any  of  the  said  Committee  or  FleU  O^eera,  he 
shall  be  allow'd  an  appeal  to  this  OoaBoily  provided  the  said  Appeid 
be  made  within  Six  weeks  after  s«ch  DeterminatioD. 

Besolvedi  That  all  persons  whose  Shops  or  Warebooses  bavt 
been  hereto^re  shut  up,  &  who  have  been  restroin'd  £rom  oarryiog 
on  a  Gommereial  Interoonrse  with  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  for 
refusing  Continental  Money,  shall  be  released  from  sneh  restrainty 
&  their  Shops  or  Warehouses  open'd,  &  that  all  persons  who  are  in 
Confinement  for  the  tame  offenoe^  be  Immediately  Disoharg'd  from 
tJieir  Confinement^  but  are  hereafter  to  be  snbjeot  to  the  above 
BesolnUon. 


Col.  John  Bataed  to  Andebw  Hodob,  1776. 

Trentou;  2  o'clock^  Saturday. 
D'Sir, 

I  got  here  abo^  11  o'cloek^  by  Express,  from  the  General  at  Prinoe-> 
town ;  the  Enemy  are  advancing,  &  it  is  expected  they  will  be  there 
to-night.  Gen^  How  is  at  the  head  of  the  Army,  &  they  are  cominjc 
ia  two  Columns,  We  are  remoTing  the  Stores  across  the  lUver  £ 
purposing  making  a  Stand  there. 

Pray  ^nd  for  Lank  immediately,  and  remove  the  Goods  from  my 
bouse  to  the  Country.    You  will  hear  from  me  to-morrow. 

I  amy", 

JNO.  BAYAHa 

To  Mr.  And^  Hodge,  MevchS  Philad*. 
To  be  left  at  Co£fee  House  ^  Express. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Owbn  Bxddlb,  1776. 

S'. 

I  am  to  ittfona  you  that  abont  an  hour  alter  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
aeeiBg  yoa  last  night,  the  men  oalled  on  to  mount  Guard  at  the  Bar* 
ladcs  assemUed,  &  Mr.  Towers  returned  to  the  workhouse  k  gave 
dkem  avvfl,  so  that  the  guard  was  mounted  aboat  10  o'oloek. 

As  we  find  moeh  difficulty  often  in  getting  men  for  guard,  &  are 
sometimeB  obliged  to  mount  them  incompleat,  I  wish  the  Oounoil 
would  devise  some  method  of  enforcing  obedience  to  orders. 
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'  I  request  yon  will  inform  the  Gontioi!  of  John  MoOhter^B  oue^  for 
irhich  ptirpofie  I  send  you  inclosed  the  report  made  to  me. 

There  is  another  enormitj  flometimes  oommitted  hy  the  Olty 
gnrde,  which  I  am  perraaded  the  Oonneil  will  think  denertea  ezem- 
pkrjr  punishment.  The  ofiae  iS;  that  some  Gentries  at  the  bridge 
extort  money  ^m  passengers.  As  soon  as  I  had  notice  of  this  I 
gare  oat  orders  that  the  offioers  commanding  the  bridge  guard  shonld 
eonfine  every  person  guilty  of  this  crime,  ft  when  the  guard  dis- 
ttoanted,  lodge  him  in  the  Statehoose  Guard,  ft  make  a  report  there* 
e#;  I  also  acquainted  the  General,  who  ordered  that  the  officers  of 
that  guard  should  t^e  up  any  person  guilty  of  this  offence  ft  giro 
him  uiirty  lashes;  I  obeyed,  but  dont  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy,  as 
I  cannot  think  one  citizen  will  readily  treat  another  Id  this  manner. 

The  money  the  Council  gave  me  *to  buy  firing  for  the  guards  ft 
other  contingencies  bebg  almost  expended,  I  must  trouble  the  Gen- 
tlemen fbr  a  supply;  as  I  have  £8  13  to  pay  for  the  last  sweeping 
the  barrack  chimneys,  ft  also  a  month's  candles  to  pay  for,  £60  will| 
I  think,  be  necessary. 

I  hope  you'll  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  troubling  yoa  with  thisy 
but  I  conceive  writing  may  be  more  convenient  to  the  Council  than 
a  personal  application,  which  I  may  make  at  an  improper  time,  which 
I  flatter  myself  will  serve  for  aa  apology,  ft  that  you'll  permit  me 
to  assure  you  that  I  am. 

8Fj  Your  meet  obed^  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

December  81st,  1776. 


I  intended  to  have  sent  this  to  the  Council  this  morning,  but ' 
so  long  detained  at  the  General's  it  was  not  in  my  power.  I  beg 
leave  to  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed,  as  I  think  it  proper  the 
Council  should  be  informed  pf  when  time  will  peryiit. 

Directed. 

To  Oveo  Biddle,  Esq^ 


John  Pipib  to  CoMMinn  o9  Safbtt,  1776. 

Bhippensbni);,  Slst  Deo^i  1774^. 
Oentlein^ 

I  would  Beg  Leave  to  Enform  you  that  the  Resolves  of  Congrass 
ft  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  State,  of  the  22  No^,  Directed  to  the 
Oommanding  officers  of  the  Different  Batt.  of  Beadford  CountVy  I 
have  had  the  Honour  of  Recaveing,  Requiring  att  Least  one  Com- 
pany of  Yailenteers  out  of  Each  Batt«  to  march  ft  Jojrne  General 
Washington,  I  have  in  Consequence  of  s'  orders  call'  uppon  Each 
Ci^p^  to  turn  out  of  his  Company  his  quote,  in  order  to  Oompleate 
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•the  said  Oompany,  a  namber  of  which  is  now  upon  their  Mareh  ; 
the  Enclemency  of  the  Wether  &  Depth  of  the  Snow  in  this  Moao- 
tainous  Country,  Render  it  very  hard  to  Assemble  the  Different 
^artys  into  one  body,  we  therefore  give  Each  Gap^  orders  to  marok 
bis  Party  the  Nighest  &  Best  way  to  Ph'^  &  there  to  wait  till  farther 
orders;  so  that  1  hope,  Gent",  yonl  take  propper  Notice  of  Each 
Party  as  they  Com,  &  give  them  orders.  I  have  Likewise  got  Bn- 
tiligence  Since  I  Left  home,  that  the  officers  of  the  Other  Batt.  of 
Bedford  are  Ordered  to  give  the  Militia  ten  Dollars  Advance,  But 
as  I  have  Not  Seed  any  of  the  Gent*  Since  their  orders  Com  ap^ 
wonld  be  glad  to  know  where  I  might  be  fornished  with  Cash  for  thai 
Porpose;  I  Beg  Lave  to  Refare  to  the  Berer  for  forther  Pertioular^ 
&  am,  Gent",  with  Grate  Esteem, 

Your  moust  Obedant  & 

Very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PIPER. 
Directed^(On  the  Sarvise  of  the  United  States.) 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania|  at 
Philadelphia. 
^  favour  of  Mr.  Robert  Elliot. 


Council  op  Safety  to ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safely, 
Philadelphia,  Dec'  31st,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Friendly  and  humane  exertions  to  provide  Waggons  to  re- 
move the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  their  Effects,  agreeable  to  the 
request  of  this  Oounoil,  deserves  our  most"  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments, and  we  are  impressed  with  a  due  sense  thereof.  But  as  our 
Arms  by  the  Blessing  of  God  has  been  attended  with  an  unexpected 
success,  and  opens  a  more  happy  prospect  to  the  Friends  of  America, 
which  makes  it  unnecessary  to  remove  any  more  Stores  or  Effects  at 
this  time  but  what  can  be  removed  by  the  Waggons  which  will 
unavoidably  be  here,  therefore  we  shall  have  no  present  occasion  for 
any  more  from  your  County;  you  will  please  to  return  our  thanks  to 
those  Waggoners  who  are  upon  their  way  down ;  dismiss  them  from 
our  Service,  and  pay  them  what  you  think  reasonable  for  the  time 
they  had  been  from  home. 

Money  shall  be  sent  you  for  that  purpose;  we  shall  depend  upon 
your  Justice  and  Oeconomy  in  this  Matter. 

With  the  Compliments  of  the  Season  and  Congratulations  for  the 
late  victory^  we  conclude 

Your  most  Humble  Servants. 

By  order  of  the  Counoil.  . 
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GOMXHTXB  OF  YOBKTOWN  TO  COUKCIL  09  SAnTT,  1T76. 

Ckutlenieii, 

'   In  these  times  of  Difficulty,  several  Gentlemen  haye  exerted 
themselves  mnch  in  the  Grand  Canse.     Several  Militia  Companjs 
have  marchedi  more  will  march  from  this  County,  so  as  in  the  whole 
^  to  compose  at  least  a  pretty  good  Battalion. 

The  Gentlemen  who  deserve  most  from  the  pnblick  are,  David 
Jameson,-  Hugh  Denwoody,  Charles  Lukens,  and  Mr.  George  Eichel- 
berger.  They  have  been  exceeding  useful,  as  most  of  the  Companys 
who  marched  have  chose  their  Officers,  pro  Tempore ;  an  arrange- 
ment will  be  necessary,  as  to  Field  officers.  We  propose  David 
Jameson,  Col.,  Hngh  Denwoody,  Lt.  Colonel,  Charles  LnkniSi  Mftjor, 
&  George  Biohelberger,  Quarter-Master  of  the  Tork  County  Militia 
,  who  now  march ;  it  will  be  doing  Justice  to  merit,  to  make  the  ap- 
pointmS  and  we  make  no  Doubt,  will  be  done  by  your  Board. 

We  congratulate  yon  on  the  Sucoesa  of  the  American  Arms  at 
Trenton,  and  are. 

With  great  Bespect, 

Tour  most  Hum'  Serv**, 
By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

WM.  LEAS,  Chairman. 

York  Town,  the  ) 

31st  Deoem'r,  1776.  j 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


Joseph  Bebb,  Adj.  Gen.,  to  Council  of  Safett,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  his  Ezoeiry,  to  send  to  you  Charles  Harrison  ft 
Peter  Campbell,  Inhabitants  of  Trenton  who  have  taken  Commisioiis 
or  are  appointed  to  snoh  as  Captains  in  a  New  Be^ment  proposed  to 
be  raised  nnder  Isaac  Allen,  for  the  King's  Service.  Also,  Moses 
Holt,  a  Waggon  Master  ft  John  Bonnet  ft  William  Wyser,  two  La^ 
bourers  or  Waggoners  imported  with  the  Troc^.  The  General  is  of 
Opinion  that  the  Officers  should  be  closely  oonfined. 

The  late  Adventure  of  our  Phikda.  Light  Horse,  has  inspired  a 
spirit  of  Enterprize  which  his  Exoell'  would  encourage,  ft  as  the 
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GapB  of  the  Dragoons  taken,  may  on  aome  oocasBion  be  made  gooi 
.1700  of,  he  teqneftte  yon  woold  send  up  to  Capt  Moitia  aU  the  OipB 
you  oan  ooUeot  which  have  been  taken.  No  Notice  to  be  taken  of.  it 
abroad,  but  the  Cape  to  be  paok'd  up,  as  there  oan  be  Iktie  Oetlbt 
bnt  their  first  attempt  with  these  Caps  will  effeotaallj  aeeeive. 

I  am  Obed'  &  respectfully, 

Oents^  Yonr  rerj  HbUo  Senr., 

*JOS.  BRBD, 
Adj.  Oen. 


tTLHT..  }P"'l 


I  am  also  ordefed  to  represent  to  yoo,  the  Oond«ct  of  Major  B«nh 
of  the  Flyhiff  Gamp,  who  left  the  army  contrary  to  order  t  refused 
to  obey  the  Orders  of  his  Superior  Ofioer  in  mafehing  towards  tha 
Enemy.  Hie  Oeneral  ordered  him  under  arrest,  but  he  eseaped  j  tke 
loelosed  Affidavit  will  give  you  more  particulars. 

Major  Bush  lives  near  Chesnut  Hill,  above  Qeman  Tows. 

JHrectedf 
To  the  Hon.  the  Council  of  Safety^  of  Fhilada. 


Hbkrt  Fisher  to  Council  of  Sapett,  1T77- 

Lewistown^  Jan.  Ist^  1777. 
Gkntlemeui 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Capt*  Daniel  Murphy,  who  I  gave 
the  oommand  of  the  armed  Barge  to,  upon  her  first  coming  down 
hese,  and  has  bebav'd  very  well  in  that  Station,  as  it  now  appears  to 
Ine  Chat  she  is  in  some  danger  of  being  either  taken  from  us  or  burnly 
is  the  Reason  of  my  sending  ber  up  to  you,  and  as  Mr.  Murphy  hap 
only  my  word  for  his  Wages,  I  must  beg  that  you  will  amply  satisfy 
him,  as  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  Service,  k  been  el  xeol  ad- 
vantage to  yonr  Trade. 

He  brioga  up  with  him  a  number  of  Priseners  out  of  diiKn««t 
Vessels  taken  by  his  Majesty's  Pyrates  who  were  put  on  Shore  hens 
last  Night  in  great  Distress.  If  you  think  proper  to  send  the  Barga 
baeky  l^eaae  to  give  Capt*  Murphy  a  Commission  with  orders  to  man 
her  properly,  and  any  service  that  I  can  render,  shall  not  be  wanting 
on  my  side 


CafiL.  Hallook  can  inform  yon  something  of  a  Yeiy  extraorduiiury 
Nature  rdapecting  oar  totjB  here. 

I  am  in  haste,  Oanilemen, 

your  hum*  Serv*, 

HfiNBT  FISHEB. 

9o  the  Honorable  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 
^'  Favor  of  Capf  Murphy. 


J.  Okblt  to  Jno.  Bi0]>u^  1777« 

Esteemed  Friend, ' 

Baying  it  in  Charge  from  G^eneral  Gated,  as  he  pase'd  thro' 
Bethlehem,  to  assist  in  forwarding  the  Bearer  hereof  (an  Indian  from 
LoieHe  in  Canada,  of  the  Huron  Tribe,  for  whom  the  General  ex- 
pressed great  Kindness  &  Begard)  to  him  either  in  Baltimore  or 
Phibd* :  I  cast  in  my  Hind  to  whom  I  oo*  send  him  so  as  best  to 
aBBwer  that  Intention,  and  from  the  Knowledge  I  have  of  yottf 
BeneTofent  Bii^ositieii  &  general  aoquaintanoe,!  presumed  Tkoa  o« 
Ihy  sons  Owen  or  Clement  (on  whose  Friendship  I  greatly  rely) 
wodd  willingly  undertake  the  Task.  Sho*  the  General  be  in  Towb 
ke  will  directly  take  him  &  defray  any  Expenoe  you  may  he  at— If  in 
Baltimore,  on  your  sending  him  word,  he  will,  no  Doiibl,  give  the 
Beeeanry  Orders  respecting  his  being  sent  on. 

Excuse  the  Trouble  my  Oonfidenoe  has  led  me  to  ^ye  thee  ia 
tUB  antfer  and  believe  me  to  be  in  eyery  aeoeptaUe  Seryioe, 

'  Thy  ready  A  assux^  fiH. 

J.  OKBLY. 
BQth :  January,  1777. 

P8.  As  the  Indian  speaks  French  altogether,  co*^  wish  he  might 
be  introduced  to  Anthony  Benezet  &  his  brother  Daniel,  to  whoor, 
seeing  his  Deportm^  &  Behavior  is  unexceptionable,  he  can't,  I  think, 
be  disagreeable.  Isaae  Melchior,  I  conceive  must  have  some 
Knowledge  of  him'. 

Directedy 

To  Mr.  Johii  Biddle,  at  the  Iiidisii  Ktnft,  in  Market  Street, 
Phihld^ 

^  Indian  John  Vincent 
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Capt.  John  Lacbt,  Jr.,  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

To  the  Hononnble  the  Conneil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
yania. 

Gentlemen, 

I  here  insert  the  ill  treatment  I  have  received  from  Colonel  Wayne, 
and  have  just  cause  to  complain,  that  I  have  not  had  Beaaonable 
satisfaction.  Last  April,  I  was  ordered  from  New  York  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  Colonel  Wayne,  to  Settle  some  Affairs  respecting  my 
Company;  during  my  Absence,  my  Company,  (which  was  then 
Armed  through  my  own  Industry)  was  ordered  to  Murch  for  Canada, 
under  the  Command  of  a  Younger  Captain,  whose  Men  was  left 
without  Arms.  On  my  return  to  New  York,  I  was  detained  several 
Days  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Johnston,  and  then  through  him,  I  received 
Orders  of  General  Green,  to  follow  my  Company,  which  I  overtook 
on  Lake  Champlain,  and  then  I  expected  to  tak'e  the  Command-^ 
but  was  greatly  disappointed,  when  at  St.  Johns,  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing order. 

«  St  Johns,  June,  y  2«,  1776." 

^  It  is  Colonel  Wayne's  Orders,  that  Captain  Moore  continuea  to 
Oommand  Captain  Laoey's  Company,  until  such  time  as  Captain 
Moore's  Arrive,  the  Colonel  at  the  same  time,  disapproves  of  Captain 
Laoeya  Conduct  in  proceeding  without  Cap^  Moore's  People,  which 
was  contrary  to  Orders,  yet  he  will  pass  it  over  with  Impunity,  as  be 
is  CoD8oio«a  that  Captain  Laoey  was  only  Anxious  to  be  at  the  Field 
of  Action,  and  did  not  int^itionally  disobey  Commands.  He  there* 
fore  requests  Captain  Laeey  to  act  as  a  Volunteer,  continuing  bis 
Stank  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Moore's  Company." 

And  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  I  waited  on  ^e  Colonel,  to  know  bis 
Reasons,  for  issuing  this  order;  he  gave  me  no  other  satisfaction, 
but  said,  it  was  his  Order  and  must  be  obeyed.  Thus  was  my  Com* 
pany  given  to  a  Younger  Officer,  and  I  present,  when  we  came  to  the 
Biver  Sorrel,  waited  on  General  Sullivan,  who  promised  me  Redress. 
But  through  the  multiplicity  of  Business,  it  was  Overlooked,  and 
on  our  arrival  at  Ticonderoga,  we  were  Joined  by  the  rest  of  the 
Regiment,  and  I  received  the  following. 

"Ticonderoga,  July,  y  18th:  1776." 

Captain  Laoey. 
Sir. 
Yott  aie  immediately  to  take  the  oommand  of  your  Company, 
and  to  appear  with  them  on  the  Parade  at  half  past  7  o'clock  this 
morning. 

An*.  Wayne,  Colo."     " 


FIDINSFLVANU.  ABOHITIS  177T.  IM 

Notwithstandiiig  tbe  (SkBgm  Ifeh,  thaia  Orders,  tbroagh  the 
AdYioe  and  Perswasion  of  m  j  Friends  I  obeyed ;  still  having  hopes 
of  accomodaliiig  Hatters  with  Colonel  Wajne,  until  tbe  elerenthday 
of  September,  when  the  Adjutant  came  to  me  with  the  following 
order. 

^' Sir  you  will  put  Captain  Lacej  in  arrest  for  disobedience  e( 
Orders^  he  is  not  to  leave  his  Tent. 

Anth.  Waynoi  OoL" 

<' To  Adjutant  Bjan." 

In  this  manner  was  kept  for  two  Days  when  he  sent  and  released 
me  without  trial.  I  have  now  served  out  the  Campain^  which  I  was 
determined  to  do,  for  the  Sake  of  my  Country,  and  that  alone  induced 
me  to  enter  into  the  Army.  .  And  I  do  now  for  the  Reasons  above 
mentioned,  resign  my  Duty  in  the  Service. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

JOHN  LACET,  Junior, 
Captain,  4  P.  B. 
Philad'.  January  2«.  1777. 
Indorsed. 

Petition  of  John  Laoey.'^* 


Pbxxa  Db  Haven  to  Council  of  Safbty,  1777. 

French  Crick,  Janur^.  8, 1777. 

Kr, 

We  hare  Got  Ninteen  Men  at  work  in  the  Oun  Way,  and  I  am  Iq 
hopes  Whe  shall  be  Able  in  a  short  Time  to  Repair  A  Great  Maney 
arms,  &  make  som  New  ones,  our  Smith  Shops  &  other  Building  are 
in  Prety  good  order  by  the  industry  of  Col.  Dewese,  A  Capt.  Badlyi 
ile  Barrioks  Will  be  finnished  in  A  short  Time  if  Col.  Dewese,  oau 
fikt  Bordes,  as  they  are  very  scarse  hears,  and  they  come  very  high 
to  hell  them  from  Pbilad.,  Plese  to  Send  by  the  Barer,  John  Pugh, 
Five  Hundred  Pound  for  Wee  are  Qaite  out  of  money  to  Proeuro 
Provisions  an  pay  our  Men.  No  more  at  Present  but  I  remain  yout 
Humble  Servant. 

PETER  DBHAYEN* 
Direetedy 

To  David  Rittenhouae,  Vice  President,  Philad*. 

IP  Fav.  M'.  John  Pugh. 

*  A  very  interesting  eorrespondence  of  Oenl.  Laeey  in  1777-8,  1781, 
will  be  found  in  my  Register  of  Penna.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  205,  &o. 


IM  HERNBTLYAHIA  AfiOBI7XB  17T7. 

Jamb&  TiLeHif  ak  to  Council  &c.»  1777. 

To  the  hoBonible  the  Oonncil  of  Bafetj  of  PeBnfigrWaQia, 
Oetttlemen, 

The  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  ever  since  the  fonndatioa  of 
the  City  of  Pfafladelphifli,  have  had  and  dained  a  Right  to  the 
Qngranted  woods  on  the  Common*  They  havedisposad  ^  the  wood 
from  time  ta  time  as  they  saw  proper^  caused  avenues  occasionally  to 
be  cat  thro'  them,  and  exercised  other  acts  of  ewnerahif  without  the 
kaat  interruption.  And  have  always  had  a  person,  appointed  b^ 
themselves^  to  take  care  of  the  woods.  In  consequence  of  this 
Kght  and  the  constant  exercise  of  it,  the  Present  noting  Proprietory 
9Qme  short  time  a^o,  gave  liberty  to  the  overseers  of  the  City  to  cut 
two  hundred  Cord  of  wood  for  the  Poor  out  of  that  Part  of  the 
Common  oalled  the  Center  Woods  to  the  westward  of  the  Broad 
Street. 

When  General  Putnams  Advertisement  for  cutting  a  quantity  of 
wood  for  the  Soldiery  out  of  the  woods  near  the  City  appeared,  I 
advised  the  overseers  to  request  the  Council  of  Safety  to  inform 
General  Putnam  of  the  Charity  act,  and  explain  the  matter  to  him 
in  order  to  prevent  any  Obstruction  which  might  arise  to  the  Chari^ 
table  intention  of  the  Proprietor.  And,  I  spoke  to  the  Gener&l 
myself  who  had  very  reasonable  Ideas  of  the  matter,  and  was 

E leased  to  assure  me  he  would  give  no  opposition  to  the  Charity, 
ut  that  he  must  have  wood  cut  for  the  Soldiery.  Soon  after  this 
the  overseers  brought  me  your  Honors  order  of  the  1"*  of  this 
month,  which,  by  the  terms  of  it,  seems  to  imply  an  assumed  Right 
in  your  Honors  to  dispose  of  the  Wood  on  the  Commons,  as  it  has 
no  reference  to  the  Proprietary  bounty,  and  is  for  a  smaller  quantity 
than  the  proprietor  proposed  to  give.  I  would  therefore  request  thci 
flivor  of  aa  Explanation.  If  the  order  be  intended  to  proolote  the 
Hxeootion  of  the  Proprietors  benevolence,  I  have  nothing  fiurthetf 
to  say,  But  if  your  Honors  do  really  assume  the  Eight  of  disposing 
of  the  Wood  on  the  Common,  I  must  beg  leave  on  behalf  of  the 
Proprietors  (whose  Secretary  I  have  the  honor  to  be),  to  object  tto 
any  sueh  right,  and  to  request  that  your  Honors  will  be  so  just  «i 
to  enter  this  Representation  (which  in  justice  to  the  Proprietors  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  make)  on  the  Records  of  your  proceedings^ 
IQ  order  to  pcevent  any  prejudicial  influeooes  which  hereafter  migbl 
be  drawn  from  a  silent  acquiescence  of  the  Proprietors  and  thetf 
ageatei  And  thia  request  I  flatter  myself  will  not  be  thought 
unreasonable. 

lam^ 

y  honors, 

Most  ob*  servant, 

JAMES  TILGHMAN- 
Philadelphia.    1 
January  3',  1777.        | 


Okdw  ojt  CouHoni  of  Safwht,  1777. 

Li  Gmmril  of  Safetj,  Philad%  January  4th,  1777. 

Ton  are  to  proceed  immediately  up  the  Dehtware  aa  te  fts  Oei^ 
vaH'fl  Fefiyi  «*d  prdeuvf  aU  the  ^itelHgeAee  req^eoting  the  Stste, 
BViabers,  raovemmiti,  or  OonditioQ  ol  the  Eneni j»  if  aay  be  in  thai 
Neigbbovhoody  which  yon  pogaibly  oan^  and  on  proooring  any  snob 
lotelllgeiiee  you  are  iertbwith  to  letum  wkb  it  to  genew  Putium 
at  Biietol,  »nd  lake  DireciioDa  from  him. 


LoKD  SviBLiNa  10 ^  1777. 

Newioinii  Jan"  4ihy  1777* 
Birr 

r  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  the  particulars  of  €kne)rat 
Waahingtona  last  Expedition  into  New  Jersey.  But  he  Certain^ 
has  gained  some  Considerable  advantafai  the  17th  &  56th  Regi« 
laents  were  oompleatly  routed  near  Prince  Town,  the  10th  which 
was  left  in  the  Oolledge  'tis  probable  were  either  taken  prisoners  or 
fled  to  Brunswick.  6en^  Washingtons  army  passed  thro'  Prince  Town 
about  nine  o'clock  A.  M  ,  and  the  Enemy's  army  arrived  there  about 
2  o'do'  P.  M.,  from  Trenton.  Our  people  took  about  20  Waggott  loads 
of  Baggage  belonging  to  the  latter,  which  must  greatly  distress  them. 
I  was  111  with  the  ^eumatism  before  our  first  expedition  to  Tren- 
town,  but  the  fatigue  &  hardships  I  endured  for  forty  hours  in  the 
worst  weather  I  ever  saw — rendered  me  unfit  for  further  duty  in 
the  field,  Oen^  Washington  therefore  placed  me  here  to  do  the  best 
I  could  to  secure  the  ferries  &  upper  part  of  the  Country  against 
any  Surprise  or  to  pass  above.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  with  the 
few  I  have  to  Command. 

Thomaa  Watson  a  man  of  very  good  Garaeter,  baa  made  my 
heart  bleed  for  him }  he  has  refused  the  Continental  Money  fop 
Hay  Neeesaary  for  the  Subsistence  of  our  troope,  I  confined  him^ 
he  is  a  good  man  by  all  account ;  I  have  relaoed  him,  I  have  suffered 
him  on  his  parol  to  go  &  abide  with  bis  family ;  'till  your  further 
order  I  do  not  like  to  meddle  with  the^e  Civil  matters  &  for  God- 
$ake  take  them  of  my  Shoulders. 

I  have  a  Number  of  prisoners  from  the  Enemys  Army  pouring 
m  upon  me,  (thank  Ood)  but  tell  me  what  I  am  to  do  with  then)^ 
there  is  no  Boom  for  them  here,  I  wish  we  may  have  as  many  more 
tfi  wiU  puzele  you  what  to  do  with,  this  is  the  first  line  I  have  bee^ 
eble  to  porawl  sioiQe  I  passed  the  Pekwaie  last. 

Meet  raspeetfiiUyy  yonrsy 
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Col.  BaoBHXAD  to  Owen  Bp>dl8,  1777. 

Beading,  4th  Jany,  1777. 
Pmt  Sir, 

I  should  have  been  at  Philad^  before  tiie  time  limited  by  yomr 
Honble  Board  for  my  Retntn,  but  Oen*  Mifflins  endden  teeal  to 
the  army  ooeasioned  his  laying  his  Commands  on  me  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  at  Lebanon.  I  was  also  oommanded  bj 
him  on  my  return  from  thenoe  to  take  a  Oomp^  of  the  Northnmber- 
land  Militia  then  at  this  place,  and  with  them  apprehend  some  of 
the  disaffected,  oompell  some  of  the  Militia  of  tkw  Oonnty,  who 
has  refused,  to  march,  which  I  haye  done,  and  belieye  the  re- 
mainder to  be  80  much  alarmed  that  few  will  think  of  staying  at 
home.  I  intend,  however,  to  wait  a  day  or  two  longer  to  see  how 
they  will  behave  and  then  proceed  to  Philad^  I  hope  that  before 
this  reaches  you  some  measures  haye  been  taken  for  the  recruitiBg 
the  fourth  Batallion  to  its  full  Compliment.  I  congratulate  you  oa 
the  late  Christmas  Box  given  the  Hessians. 
And  am  your  most, 

Hble  Serv* 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD. 

JHrectwlf 
Owen  Biddle,  Bsquire,  Philadelphia. 


Adam  Hublbt,  Jr.,  to  his  Brother,  1777. 

Bordentown,  Jan'y  4th,  1777. 
Hy  Dear  Brother, 

I  am  just  arrived  with  Major  Mifflin  from  an  Expedition  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Jerseys,  a  place  call'd  Monmouth  Court  House. 
We  arrived  there  Thursday  evening,  we  were  informed  of  a  party  of 
men  consisting  about  200,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Morris.  We 
then  had.  our  party  (120  in  number)  formed  in  proper  order,  and 
intended  to  attack  them  in  town,  about  half  an  hour  before  night, 
Col.  Morris,  it  seems,  got  accounts  of  our  arrival,  had  his  men  drawn 
up  and  baggage  loaded  in  order  to  move  off  for  Mtddleton,  a  town 
aoout  18  miles  below  the  Court  House,  they  pushed  off  from  town, 
and  ftot  off  about  half  a  mile,  within  sight  of  us.     We  immediately 

Ssh  d  after  them,  when  they  made  a  halt,  we  came  up,  about  'a 
larter  of  an  hour  before  night,  when  we  engaged  them,  and  they 
stood  us  about  8  mimites,  a  very  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides 
duQtog.  that  time.     The  enemy  at  last  gave  way,  and  retreated  very 


pfeoqpitately.  At  this  time  it  was  quite  dark,  and  we  eonld  vol  see 
what  loss  the  enemy  sastainM,  on  oar  side  we  had  none  kill'd.  Wa 
marched  from  the  field  to  the  town  and  lodged  there  that  night  the 
next  morning  we  sent  a  party  out  to  the  field  we  had  engag^  in, 
they  brought  foar  dead  bodies  in,  which  we  had  buried.  We  took 
during  the  engagement  23  prisoners,  w^  we  bfonght  to  this  place. 
We  tiso  took  from  the  enemy  7  waggon  loads  of  stores,  &o.,  and  12 
horses.  I  shall  set  off  for  Borlington  this  df^y  to  meet  Col.  Fenxosei 
who  commanded  there. 

Various  will  be  the  aooounts  of  the  movements  of  onr  Anny,  tUi 
you  may  dispend  on  is  as  nearly  the  state  of  it  as  possible.  After 
our  people  engaged  the  British  troops  at  TrcntoD,  after  a  very  severe 
engagement  we  retreated  from  Trenton  and  took  round  towards  Prince^ 
town.  Thb  retreat  was  ordered  on  purpose,  which  has  since  proved 
to  be  good  Oeneralship,  where  our  people  took  between  5  and  600 
priscmers,  they  had  a  severe  engagement  there,  and  made  the  Eng« 
Hsh  Amy  retreat  very  precipitately.  They  have  taken  all  their 
stores,  &c.,  to  a  very  great  Amount.  Our  Army  has  now  removed 
from  thence  to  Brunswick,  where  the  Bnglish  have  a  very  great  store 
of  every  thing,  which  before  now  is  in  our  hands.  Oeneral  Howe 
with  his  main  Body  is  now  between  us,  and  in  all  probabilitj  musi 
fall  into  our  hands.  The  enemy  had  a  vast  number  killed  at  Friooe* 
town.  Our  Philadelphia  Associators  behav'd  like  brave  soldiers  oi^ 
this  occasion,  they  fought  the  enemy  for  some  considerable  timt| 
regular  in  platoon  fires,  and  repulsed  them  twice.  I  think  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  giving  you  a  very  good  Account  of  our  Army 
in  a  few  days. 

A  number  of  our  Philadelphia  Associators  fell  on  this  occasion.  . 
I  am,  in  haste, 

Y**  Affoctionately, 

ADAM  HUBLET,  Jun'.  • 
Copy. 


Col.  Coats  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  heaid  from  Burlington  that  General  Washington  is  iu 
possession  of  Prinoetown,  and  has  taken  seven  hundred  prisoners, 
with  Six  pieces  of  Cannon,  there  is  a  Fljiug  report  that  General 
Howe  is  taken,  the  above  Account  Comes  from  Col.  Penrose,  who  is 
at  Burlington.  Mr.  Crispin  has  been  in  town  several  Bays,  &  is  much 
wanted  here,  shall  be  much  oblidged  to  yon  to  aend  him  on.  The 
Philadelphia  Militia  BehaVd  Like  Heroes,  and  press  the  Enemy  so 
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eiMfei  Ihmt  they  trhcvB  ne  Bagondts  Poi&Uij  it  is  said  Genml  Stetwlii 
is  amonggt  tlM  Slaia. 

I  remniti,  Sir, 

Your  Hambid  Servant^ 

WM.  COATS, 
Li6tit.  Col.  IstBattF. 
BtyMf  Jan.  4lb,  1777. 

t>itecUd^ 

To  Mr.  Thomas  T^rton,  President  of  the  Couticil  of  Safety,  iik 
Philadelphia. 


Gte.  Cadwalaubr  to  Coukcil  o^  SaI^t,  1777. 

Pluckemin,  6  Jan'y  1777. 

66114% 

-  I  trrote  to  you  to-day  by  way  of  Bristol,  but  as  Capt.  Redty  god# 
Areotly  to  Philadelphia,  I  be|  leare  to  repeat  what  I  Wrote  for  in 
that  Letter.  The  Militia  (of  the  whole  Army)  bate  had  very  severe 
duty  s/iDce  they  have  been  in  the  Service,  and  are  in  want  of  many 
Veccesaties,  not  to  be  bad  In  this  Oountry.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  articles,  immediately  wanted,  to  enable  them  to  keep  the  Field, 
via: 

800 1^  Shoes  &  Stocks,  200  Shirts,  200  knapsacks,  200  Blankets. 

The  articles  will  appease  the  murmurs  of  the  Militia,  and  enduce 
them  to  remain  in  the  Service  till  the  Enemy  have  left  this  State, 
^faich  they  seem  in  haste  to  do,  and  in  great  Confusion.  I  beg  you 
will  direct  the  above  articles  to  me  at  Morrb  Town,  in  this  State, 
and  order  some  Careful  person  to  come  all  the  way  with  them,  and 
see  them  safely  delivered,  and  if  we  should  have  left  that  Post,  lefe 
him  be  ordered  to  proceed  till  he  finds  us. 
I  am,  Gent", 

Your  most  ob*  Serf*, 

JOHN  CADWALADER. 

To  the  hon'ble  The  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia, 
Capt.  Henry. 
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Gm%  Cadwaladib  to  Council  qv  8aj»tt  1777* 

Plaokimin  5th  Jan'j^  1777 
Ctotlemen  :-^ 

Our  Hilitb  are  in  great  Dbtress :  Let  me  beg  of  j<m,  again,  to 
forward  the  shoes  and  stook'es  I  sent  for  when  at  Grosswix — about 
600  ^  of  Shoes  &  Stoek'gs,  200  Blankets— 200  Shirta— 200  short  or 
loDg  JaoketSy  if  to  be  had — ^These  firtioles  are  not  to  be  had  here  & 
the  Militia  most  return  unless  immediatlj  supplyed — ^I  have  not 
time  to  inform  you  of  our  Successes — 800  prisoners  were  taken  at 
Prinoe  Town  bj  the  different  Parties  who  pursued  A  those  taken  in 
the  Town — ^The  Enemy  have  all  left  Brnnswio  &,  I  have  no  doubt, 
will  leave  this  State  in  a  few  days — I  beg  you  will  send  a  oarefull 
pereoB  with  the  above  articles  to  Morris  Town,  with  the  utmost  Dis- 
patch— but  do  not  direct  it  to  any  Qf.  Master  or  we  shall  be  disap- 
pointed— ^Be  pleased  to  direct  to  me- 

I  am  Gent  with  great  Bespeot 

Tour  most  ob».  Sen*. 
JOHN  CADWALADIR. 
Brig.  Gen. 

To  Th«  Hoa^'*  the  Oomudl  of  Safety,  Pbilad^. 


Jora  MoKBi$  Je.  to  OociroiL  ov  Savbtt  1777. 

BiMolJaaW  6«»  1776,  [7.] 
fliv, 

I  reo*d  your  Favour  of  the  4*  Inst,  last  night  about  II  O'clock^ 
and  in  the  name  of  your  suSering  Soldiery  thank  you  for  your  kind 
Kotice  of  them.  A  dozen  Bushels  I  have  ordered  to  be  left  her^ 
under  the  Oare  of  the  i)octor  for  the  use  of  the  sick  &  wounded-— 
and  the  Ilem^  have  ordered  over  to  Burlington  there  to  be  stored 
till  the  Baggage  moves  forward :  For  at  present  nobody  knows  where 
the  army  is^for  a  Certainty, — ^tho*  by  all  the  Intelligence  we  can 
procure  from  straggters  they  ave  between  Princeton  &  Brunswick — 
The  Brigade  of  Pevnsylv^  I  have  no  doubt  arrived  at  the  latter  place 
jesterday  piormngi  where  they  were  to  be  met  by  Gen^  fieath. 
I  am  just  setting  off  for  Burlington,  must  therefore  conclude. 
I  am  T'.  most  Obed^ 

ft  very  hble  Scrv*. 

JOHN  MORRIS  Jr. 


1(12  MNNStLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1777. 

P.  S.  Please  to  loform  my  father  that  my  Bro'  S.  C,  Morris  ree* 
DO  hurt  in  ye  Battle — bat  that  Anth*  Morris  reo^  a  woand  with  a 
Bayonet  in  ye  Neck  A  a  Bullet  in  his  Leg. — 

Directed, 
Tq  The  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqnire, 

President  of  the  Coanoil  of  Safety. 


Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Brw.  Gbn.  Irwinb,  1777. 

Sunday  Evening,  BristoI|.  January  5th,  1777. 
Sir, 

By  Order  of  General  Putman  you  will  find  three  Letters  One  Di- 
reoted  to  Mr.  John  Murray  One  to  Mr.  Wm.  Logan  and  one  to  Mr. 
Wm.  Cole  they  where  under  the  Care  of  a  Young  Man  by  the  Name 
of  Oordon,  he  comes  from  an  Iron  works  in  New  Jersey  where  Gen- 
eral Lee  was  Rob'd  of  his  Horses,  these  Circumstances  and  his  having 
a  Commission  in  his  Pocket  as  an  ofiSicer  in  the  Jearsej  Militia,  and 
now  not  takeing  an  active  part  with  us,  and  the  Letters  to  Persons 
not  well  affect^  I  believe  was  what  Liduoed  the  General  to  Stop 
him,  and  Ordered  me  to  ^nd  him  under  guard  to  you,  which  acoord- 
-  ingly,  I  have  Done  by  Mr.  Bamhill  to  be  further  Examined  by  yon, 
the  General  thinks  he  ought  to  be  Confined  as  a  Suspected  person, 
but  Leaves  him  to  you,  The  Accounts  to  Day  from  Our  Army  is  Six 
Hundred  taken  Prisoners  600  Killed  Eight  pieces  of  Canon  and  a 
great  Quantity  of  Baggage.  Last  Night  General  Washington  with 
the  whole  Army  was  at  Summerset  Court  House  expecting  to  be 
Join'd  by  General  Heath  with  seven  thousand  Men  and  this  Morning 
was  to  have  proceeded  on  to  Brunswick,  an  Express  that  had  Crossed 
Carol's  Ferry  says  he  heard  a  smart  Cannonade  that  way  the  Bout 
of  our  Armey,  I  got  from  Commodore  Nichol's  who  had  been  to  Gen- 
eral Steven's  on  purpose  for  Intelligence,  the  foregoing  part  from  an 
'Express  who  had  been  to  Lord  Sterling  from  General  Washington 
after  the  Ingagement  at  Stoney  Brook. 

I  remain  Sir 
Your  Humble  Servant. 

WM.  COATS, 
Lieut.  Col.  Ist  Bat 

Directed, 

To  Brigadier  General  Euwin  at  Philadelphia.     If  not  in  Town  to 
the  President  of  the  Counsel  of  Safety  ^  Mr.  BarnhilL 
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GbKBRAL  PUTBfAN  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SaFBTY — 1777. 

Bristol,  Jan''  6th,  1777. 
OentlemeD, 

By  the  best  Intelligence  I  can  colleet,  I  belieye  that  the  Army 
under  G^n.  Washington  after  taking  Possession  of  Princeton,  pro- 
ceeded on  with  all  Expedition  to  Brunswick ;  so  that  the  Enemy 
are  now,  I  believe,  in  the  possession  of  Princeton  with  General  Howe 
at  their  Head.  If  this  be  the  Case  now  is  our  Time,  and  let  me  beg 
of  yon  to  dispatch  the  Militia  with  all  possible  Expedition  to  join 
me — and  desire  Oen.  Irving  to  use  his  utmost  Endeavours  to  forward 
the  Militia  and  other  Troops  as  fast  as  they  arrive — I  have  got  one 
Piece  of  artillery  to  go  with  me,  and  I  hope  to  be  joined  at  Bor- 
dentown  with  about  7  or  8  hundred  men,  together  with  what  I  have 
will  make  1400  or  1500  Men. 

I  have  taken  some  more  effectual  Measures  to  get  Intolligence  to 
Day.  I  have  sent  off  a  Light  Horseman  up  the  Deleware  until  he 
geta  opposite  the  Enemy. —  I  have  likewise  sent  Major  Burr  to 
CTrenton  to  cross  there  &  come  down  to  Bordenton  to  me. — Since  I 
have  been  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  Lettor  from  Major 
Mifflin  at  Bordenton,  which  informs  that  Oen.  Howe  has  left 
Prinoeton  ft  proceed  on  after  Oenerai  Washington,  leaving  about 
200  Men  to  take  Charge  of  the  wounded.  I  shall  proceed  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  I  hope  to  give  a  good  account  of  them. 

I  am,  Gent*,  your  HbL 


Serv*, 
ISKAEL  PUTNAM. 


Bristol,  Jan.  6th,  1777.   ) 
To  the  Goanoil  of  Safety,  j 

A  tme  Copy  In  Council  of  Safety. 
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CoL-  John  Abmsteonq  to  Coitncil  of  Safety,  1777. 

Carliflle,  5«*  January,  1777. 

Genilemen, 

Tm  knt  a  few  houvs  got  lo  thia  plaGo,  and  hope  it  will  give  you 
aove  pleasure  to  know  that  I  have  not  travelled  in  vain ;  for  no^ 
withstanding  the  culpable  stnpor  &  timidity  which  had  seiied  the 
minds  of  many  in  this  State  &  partly  arising  from  that  temporarjr 
cloud  which  toe  wisdom  and  goodness  of  Ood  thought  proper  to 
throw  over  our  troops  on  their  passage  thro'  the  Jerseys — and  partly 
from  the  spurious  doctrines  of  dasterdly  and  HI  principled  men,  I 
think  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  a  number  of  the  AmerU 
cans — ^the  generality  of  the  Irish,  and  part  of  the  jermans  will  stand 
6xm  in  the  common  cause.  Coll.  M'Goy's  6att>  is  now  coming  into 
Town^  and  not  quite  so  destitute  of  cloathing  as  has  been  said.— • 
live  or  Six  Oompanys  of  Militia  noif  on  their  march  &  getting  ready 
betwixt  this  place  &  Lancaster.  If  the  whole  I  have  seen  &  heaid 
.of  were  joined  Oen^  Washington,  I  should  hope  his  Army  will  at 
least  consist  of  twenty  thousand  exclusive  of  what  we  may  noif 
expeet  will  joine  him  of  the  associators  of  the  Jersey,  an  effect  thia 
we  may  naturally  expect  from  our  late  aoqusition — On  wc^  please 
to  accept  my  most  hearty  congratulations.  The  Susquehanah  is  now 
difficult  of  passage. — ^Are  there  not  too  many  wagons  taken  from  the 
remote  parts  of  the  province  t  I  have  now  two  appointments  in  the 
lower  parts  of  this  County — after  which  I  intend  immediately  to  pro- 
ceed to  YorktowD  &  several  Other  parts  of  that  County  where  there 
is  greater  needy  and  the  jlepth  of  the  Snow  makes  it  next  to  imprao- 
tioable  to  travel  beyond  the  mountains.  Pm  much  of  opinion  that 
in  Philad*  there  is  either  some  particular  deputy  from  General  Howe, 
or  some  Secret  junto  of  Tories  who  hafve  derived  authority  from  him 
to  engage  fit  tools  under  certain  promises  of  reward  to  aarry  and  dom« 
ment  upon  his  proclamation  through  various  parts  of  this  State,  in 
order  to  seduce  the  people  &  perhaps  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Tory 
Army  at  such  time  as  he,  Howe,  might  be  able  to  penetrate  this 
State.  One  of  this  sort,  I  immaeine,  has  been  lately  sent  to  y'  Board. 
I  hope  Some  Sudden  Law  will  particularly  extend  itself  towards 
these  kind  of  Emissaries,  &  that  in  the  meantime  those  detected  may 
be  held  fast,  for  perhaps  the  necesuty  of  the  case  will  justify  a  clause 
in  the  Law  Post-facto. 

I  am^  Qent",  with  great  respect, 

Y'  most  Ob^  humble  ServS 

JOHN  AKMSTRONG. 


p.  8.  I  think  it  my  dntj  to  intimate  to  yon  that  I  haTO  heard 
hiflinnatiena  thai  Oon^eeft  apyeara  not  te  bnre  4tleiided  to  the  lib- 
erty or  Ezehange  of  the  ofiSioerB  of  this  State — and  find  it  is  expected 
that  the  ConnoU  of  Safety  shouM  interfere  or  nae  y  infiuenoe  t|Mlt 
they  have  their  proper  tome ;  they  sav  that  no  field  officer  U  now  a 
Priioner  hut  thoee  of  Pentisylvania  only,  except  two  from  Maryland, 
the  truth  of  this  I  don't  know ;  by  the  request  of  two  Oent*  have 
given  this  hint. 

Directedf 

Mr.  Thomas  Wharton,  President  at  the  Coancil  of  Safety,  Phiia^ 
delphia. 

Favoured  by  ) 
Capt-  Steel,  j 


Dr.  Gbbabdus  Clarkson'  to  Capt.  Jos,  Blisitsr.  ITTT. 

Sunday  Morning,  Jan^  5%  1777. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Request  I  have  visited  Obadiah  Iretpn.  He 
is  very  Siqk,  and  probably  may  be  unfit  for  Service  a  considerable 
time.  I  was  called  this  Day  to  yisife  a  considerable  Number  of  men 
bdonging  to  the  Battery  commanded  by  Capt.  Wm.  Brown.  They 
are  very  unwell,  some  indeed  ill ;  I  am  anxious  to  relieve  them  to 
the  utmost,  but  all  my  Care  will  be  ineffectual  unless  they  are  sup- 
plied with  a  few  necessaries  sutUble  for  Sick  men.  The  following 
articles  are  whai  I  would  wish  thetn  to  have,  vis. :  Bag^,  Farley, 
Chocolate,  Loaf-Bread,  &  Milk.  Perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  lodge 
a  little  Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Nurse,  (who  appears  a  deoeni 
woman)  from  time  to  time  as  Occasion  requires. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humb.  SerV*, 

GERABDUS  CLARKSON. 

Directed. 
Cap»,  Joseph  Blewer. 
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LoBD  SxiuiNe  TO  Council  ov  Savktt,  1777. 

The  three  persons  whose.  Names  are  on  foot  hereof  were  brought 
to  me  as  Deserters  from  onr  Army ;  bj  their  own  Confession  thej 
lefl  it  while  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy ;  they  belong  to  3d  Battalioa 
of  the  Philadelphia  Militia^  and  I  send  them  to  yon  in  order  that 
they  may  be  made  a  proper  example  of  to  their  fellow  Citisens.  I^ 
am  your  most  Humble  Servant, 

STIRLING. 
Deserters  Names  are 

James  Reynols, 

Patrick  Marony, 

Henry  Bell. 

P.  S.  Leintenant  Wilmot,  of  the  British  Light  horso,  is  Just 
broi*  in  wounded.  I  shall  send  him  on  to  four  lane  End  to  morrow. 
There  are  a  Number  of  prisoners  of  war  here,  &  more  Coming  in. 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion  where  it  will  be  beat  to  send 
them. 

New  Town,  Jan.  6, 1777. 

Directed, 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  at  Philadelphia. 


William  Bichards  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1777. 

Sir: 

You  will  please  to  take  notice  that  the  Signals  from  Philadelphia 
to  Lewis  Town  are  a  great  Ezpence  to  the  Publick,  and  ought  to  be 
of  some  use — as  the  matter  seems  to  be  Conducted  at  presenf,  do 
not  find  they  are  of  any,  for  when  there  is  an  Alarm,  Henry  Fisher 
at  Lewis  Town,  who  has  the  Care  of  the  First  Boat,  never  makes 
any  use  of  her,  but  sends  of  the  Horseman ;  what  can  be  his  reasons 
are  best  known  to  himself — ^I  think  it  my  Duty  to  acquaint  you  of 
this  matter ;  you  will  please  to  direct  as  may  be  thought  best. 

The  last  order  on  the  store  for  some  Tackles  was  a  few  days  ago ; 
I  was  obliff'd  to  take  them  from  a  small  Schooner  which  I  have  at 
the  Whart,  as  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  buy  one  Coil  of  Rope  in  the 
Town.  I  was  promised  a  supply  by  Mr.  Ross,  who  has  a  quantity, 
but  he  is  gone  to  Virginia ;  what  I  shall  do  next  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  say.     Would  it  be  improper  for  the  Publick  (who  is  in 
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gremt  want)  to  take  what  Cordage  and  Hemp  he  has  got,  paying  or 
sotoniliig  the  Valne,  aa  Mr.  Bobs  ia  lot  on  •  the  Spot,  and  if  h\a 
Bope  Maker  will  not  work  it  up  let  some  other  Person  1  Thia 
Manufactory,  with  all  the  Negros,  are  to  he  sold;  will  it  not  be 
worth  the  notice  of  the  Council  of  Safety  ? 

Should  General  Washington  be  so  lucky  aa  to  drive  the  Enemy 
ont  of  the  Jersies,  will  they  not  make  a  bold  push  to  attack  us  by 
water,  and  that  much  ESatlier  in  the  Spring  than  we  are  aware  off 
la  not  Billings  Port  by  nature  Capable  of  being  made  very  Strong, 
so  aa  to  support  the  Cheveux  de  Frise  that  may  be  sunk  in  the 
Cbaimel,  that,  with  oar  other  Force  may  be  a  means  df  keeping  them 
back,  with  the  help  of  the  Fire  ships  and  Boats  7  Suppose  they 
ahould  surmount  all  those  Difficulties  and  get  a  breast  of  this  Town, 
hate  we  not  a  second  Chance,  and  I  think  a  very  good  one,  namely^ 
a  Number  of  Fire  Ships  and  Boats  to  be  plao'd  above  and  below 
this  Town,  with  small  Batteriea  on  Every  Wharf,  with  the  men  well 
Covered  ?  When  the  Ships  get  before  your  Town,  they  must  stay ; 
they  cannot  Slip  and  run  of;  the  Channel  is  so  narrow"  that  one  of 
there  largest  Ships  Cant  Come  to  sail  without  keeping  in  the  middle 
of  the  Channel,  which  is  not  to  be  done  unless  they  are  •  favoured  in 
a  particular  manner  with  Wind  and  Tide. 

Sir,  as  I  have  no  Preienssiona  to  Military  affairs,  nor  woad  I  by 
any  means  appear  too  busy,  so  be  assured  I  have  only  thrown  ont 
those  hints  for  your  Perusal,  and  am  your  most  Obed* 

hum*»»  Serv*, 

WM.  BICHABBS. 
Directed^ 

M'  Thomaa  Wharton,  Jan*,  pres*  at  M'  Nesbits. 


Tho8.  Nelson  to  Council,  Ac,  1777. 

Baltimore,  Jan^  6»*,  1777. 
Sir, 

^Cap*.,  Boughty,  who  has  taken  charge  of  th'fe  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates for  the  Eastern  States,  will  be  in  want  of  a  guard  to  escort 
hfm  aa-far  as  Hartford  in  Connecticut.  I  am  therefore  desired  to 
request  the  favor  of  you  to  order  one  for  that  purpose,  which  we 
think  ought  to  consist  of  six  Horsemen,  who  will  expedite  the  con- 
veyance of  these  certificates.  Cap*.,  Doughty  will  be  in  Philadel^ 
phia  on  the  10*^  Instant. 

,1  am,  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  Treasury, 
Sir,  Tour  obed*  H»«  Serv«, 

THO.  NELSON,  Jr. 
Dtrectedy 

To  the  Honble  The  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Penn- 
sylvania:   By  Express. 
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Obdbk  John  Hazblwood  «o  Oafi.  Wm,  WAf  Kors^  1T77* 

Sir, 

Ton  mast  Proceed  to  Phih.,  with  ibe  Prisoeni  &  waite  oa  Uaa 
CommandiDg  offioer  there  or  the  Councile  of  Sufetj;  and  Either  o£ 
them  will  giv^  you  Direotious  about  them. 

Your  Humw  Sey*, 

JOHK  HAZJJLWOOD. 
Bristol,  1 

jau'  6%  nn.  ] 

Directedj 
To  Cap*.,  W».  Watkins,  Esq'. 


GbN.  PUTNAlf  TO  COUKOIL  OV  SAlBn^  1777. 

Bordentown,  Jan^  6, 1776.  [7.] 
Sir^ 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  care  in  forwarding  the  ansim^ 
nition  to  BristoL  I  shall  send  an  e;ipre88  ivimedialelj  to  Ool. 
Coates,  who  commands  at  Bristol,  with  orders  to  send  one  waggon 
load  of  it  after  me.  I  arrived  at  this  place  this  morning,  where  I 
found  about  500  of  the  militia  &  a  few  -  continental  troops,  who 
were  left  by  accident  by  Gen.  Washington  at  T^ntoq  ot  the  night 
of  his  march  to  Prinoetown.  I  expect  with  the  troops  I  brought 
with  me,  and  with  those  that  have  and  will  join  me,  to  proceed  on 
to  iVenton  with  about  1000  men  this  afternoon.  I  am  sorry  to 
inform  you  that  a  whole  company  (the  Captain  &  one  lame  man 
excepted)  deserted  from  my  porps  hust  nLg;ht.  They  belong  to 
Berks  or  Bucks  county.  A  messenger  is  just  now  come  in  mm. 
beyond  Princetown,  who  informs  that  General  Washington  is  now 
at  Pluokamin,  18  miles  to  the  north  of  Brunswick,  where  he  expeota 
to  be  joined  by  Qen*  Heath,  at  the  bead  of  a  oonsidefable  body  of 
new  England  &  Jersey  militia.  The  enemy  who  fled  with  precipita- 
tion in  the  night  from  Princeton  the  evening  after  they  amveJ 
thei^  from  Trenton,  are  now  at  Brunswick.  They  have  sent  a 
Urge  quantity  of  their  baggage  to  South  Amboy,  from  which  it 
appears  probable  that  if  they,  are  pushed  a  little  longer  by  oar 
troops,  thev  will  retreat  to  New  York.  Our  futwe  sucfjees  depends 
upon  speeaj  reinforcements.    I  hope  therefore  you  will  oontinue  to 
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mmd  torwmi  tks  nnliUft  as  ftst  is  ikey  ooae  into  town  with  ycte : 
nsiul  seal  and  indastry  in  the  servioe  of  our  oonnftry. 
I  am  sir,  with  great  respeot, 
joar  most  obedient 

humble  servanti 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

P.  S.— Major  Mifflin  at  the  head  of  120  men  attacked  a  bodj  of 
250  tory  recrnits,  in  Monmouth  county,  a  few  days  ago ;  killed  4 
of  them,  and  took  24  prisoners.  They  were  all  enlists  daring  the 
American  rebellion. 

Cap^y  Smith  with  about  30  riflemen,  has  brought  in  22  prisoners, 
with  a  waggon  containing  all  the  baggage  of  the  Officers  of  the  35^ 
regiment    They  were  taken  between  Prinaetown  and  Brunswick. 

Direeiai. 

The  Honble  Thomas  Wharton,  Bsq^,  Presid*  of  the  Coanael  of 
Safety,  Philad*. 

pfublio  service, ) 
by  express.      j 


Wm.  RicfiARDS  TO  Council  &c.,  1777 

Philad*.  Jan*^  7*»  1777. 
Sir, 

Many  are  the  regulations  that  are  wanting  in  the  Fieet  that  must 
oome  from  your  Board,  if  you  Expect  they  will  be  attended  to. 

In  the  Painting  the  Vessels  there. is  great  waste  for  want  of  a 
Painter  which  should  be  a  man  on  Pay  that  must  follow  your  Di- 
rections in  a  general  manner,  I  think  Every  Vessels  Bottom  ought 
to  be  pay'd  up  to  the  Bend  with  Turpentine,  Brimstone  &  oyl,  which 
is  a  fine  Coat  for  fresh  water,  and  not  part  of  the  Bottom  to  be  pay'd 
with  White  Lead,  and  that  to  be  put  on  by  People  who  do  not  un- 
derstand it,  is  a  very  great  waste,  the  inside  to  be  painted  with! 
Spanish  Brown,  Venetian  red,  and  black,  the  Cabms  to  be  a  stone 
Colour,  the  Barge  to  be  the  same  colour  as  the  outside  of  the  Galley. 
is  Except  the  stern  sheets,  that  to  be  painted  red  and  blue.  This- 
regulation  will  save  a  deal  of  monies. 

I  beg  that  as  soon  as  the  Vessels  are  laid  up  the  Commodore  may^ 
be  denr'd  to  fix  a  general  Indent  for  the  Boats,  that  to  be  Printed 
with  orders  that  when  any  thing  is  wanted  by  tiunner,  Boatswain,, 

V<M.V.— 8  ' 
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aid  flp  Oft  to  J&rery  offioer,  that  he  shall  tnake  it  {daiii  to  and  Caw^ 
mander  what  is  haeome  of  it,  or  how  Elzpended. 
as  those  matters  oi^ur  to  me  I  will  mention  tl^em. 
remain  your  most  Ohed^ 

Hum**  Serv* 
WM.RICHAEDS. 
Directed, 
I\Ir.  Thomas  Wharton  Jan',  pres^ 

at  Dr.  Nesbits. 


Gbn.  Knox  to  Col*  Biddlb,  1777. 

Morris  Town  Jan'  7  1777 
Gen\  Knox  begs  Colo  Biddle  to  inquire  whether  the  Brass  Cannon 
are  Casting,  if  not  the  reasons  of  ye  Delay  with  his  exertions  to  for- 
ward the  busines  to  the  utmost  of  his  Power.  He  likewise  begs  him 
to  see  what  situation  the  Laboratory  for  ye  Preparation  of  ye  Fixed 
Ammunition  is  in  and  sett  it  going  in  ye  Most  Spirited  manner. 

Also  ye  Carriage  makers  for  ye  mounting  the  Cannon  that  may 
be  Cast. 

20,000  Cannister  Shott  with  fia*  Carts,  for  3  pd' 

■  .  6pd' 

.  8  pd' 


80,000  •  do 

8,000  Bound  Balls  .  do. 

10,000  do.  .  do. 

2,000  Can  Skott  do. 

2,000  round        .  .  do. 


6pd' 
12  pd' 
12  pd' 


Ordem  from  General  Knox  Morris  Town  Jan^"  7*^  1777 


Lord  Stirling  to  —  S j  1777. 

New  Town  Jan^^  7,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  hate  received  your  letter  of  Yesterday  date,  am  much  obliged 
to'you  for  the  Intelligence  Communicated,  and  shall  order  the  printed 
resolves  to  be  dispersed  thro'  the  most  public  parts  of  this  Country. 
I  shall  send  .off  to  Philadelphia  about  70  British  prisoners  tomorrow 
morning,  Gen>  Washington  has  upwards  of  200  more  with  him,  some 
more  I  understand  are  gone  by  Burlington ;  I  have  Just  received  a 
letter  from  Gen^  Washingtons  Secretary  he  says  the  loss  of  the  Enemy 
at  Prinoetown  was  at  least  500;  including  killed  &  prisoners  a  number 
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of  their  wounded  are  flcattered  in  the  farm  honses  so  that  rery  few 
of  the  three  Regiments  viz :  the  l7*^  40<*  &  55^,  &  60;  dismounted 
light  Horse  made  their  Esdape ;  It  was  the  Generals  design  to  have 
8ai)>nsed  Brunswick;  But  the  Enemy's  mainhody  pressed  so  close 
on  his  Rear  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  that  design  &file  off  to. 
the  left  at  Kingston  on  the  5^  he  was  at  Pluckimin  about  16  mile  to 
the  North  West  of  Brunswick,  by  possessing  the  Hills  in  thatOoitn- 
try  he  will  be  able  to  make  the  scituation  of  the  Euemy  very  uneasy' 
la  East  Jersey,  I  doubt  not  it  will  oblige  them  to  abandon  it. 
with  much  respect  ft  Esteem 

I  am 
your  most  Humble  8erT*. 

STIRLING.    ' 
James  Reynolds  &  the  other  two  deserters  went  to  Philadelphia 
yesterday. 
Eroin  the  Earl  of  Stirling  dated  Newtown  Jan.  7.  1777 


Gbw,  Putnam,  to  Council,  &a  1777. 

Trenton  7«*  Jann'  1777.    • 
Sir, 

I  am  happy  to  tell  yon  that  by  a  Letter  just  reoeired  from  his 
Excellency  I  am  informed  that  the  Loss  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Attack 
at  Princetown  amounts  in  killed,  Wounded  ft  Prisoners  to  near  600. 

The  Letter  is  dated  at  Pluckamin  5^  In^  where  he  intends  remain* 
ing  for  a  few  Days  to  refresh  his  Army  which  as  well  as  the  Enemy's 
has  had  hard  Ihity — He  is  in  great  Hopes  with  the  Assistance  of 
Heaven  to  drive  them  entirely  out  of  the  Jerseys. 

I  am  ordered  to  take  Post  at  Crosswiz  to  which  Place  I  shall  march 
to  morrow  morning. 

It  frill  be  Polioy  to  make  our  strength  at  least  three  Times  as  great 
as  it  is.  Nevertheless  encouraging  the  Militia  to  march  on  as  fast  as 
possible  ft  join  me  at  Crosswiz.  His  Excellency  has  ordered  allthe*^ 
Burgage  Waggons,  to  be  sent  from  Burlington  to  him. 

fou  will  please  to  show  this  to  the  Committee  of  Congress  as 
Scarcity  of  Paper  obliges  mo  to  omit  writing  this  being  the  only 
Piece  1  could  procure. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  hb«  Serv*    , 
ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 
Dirtaed. 

On  Public  Service,  Thomas  Wharton  Esq'  President  of  the  Coun«, 
qD  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pinnsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

BjGpreu :— Permit  the  Bearer  ta  pass  to  Philad*  1^  order  Oen^ 
PvtiMBi^  Jan^  7  177  Jontf*  MiffiaP.  Q.  Jtt*:CU    i 
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Col,  Ievinb  to  Council,  1777. 

Carlisle,  January  7**,  1777. 
Oentlemen, 

.  I  am  well  informed  that  Congress  Resolved  last  Friday  that  all 
the  field  Offioers  lately  taken  at  Trent  Town,  should  be  offered  iii 
ezchancre  for  General  Lee.  As  I  am  the  only  Field  officer  belonginff 
to  this  State,  who  has  it  in  their  power,  I  believe,  to  address  you,  I 
look  on  it  my  duty,  as  well  on  behalf  of  my  brother  Officers  who  are 
suffering  as  my  own,  to  throw  you  out  a  few  crude  hints.  The  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  insinuate  any  thing  against  the  good 
intentions  of  Congress,  yet  sure  I  am  that  they  could  not  have  thought 
properly  in  this  matter.  It  militates  entirely  against  this  state,  as 
it  is  their  Field  officers  only  who  are  Prisoners.  I  dare  say  I  speak- 
from  my  own  feelings,  that  seven  or  eight  officers  of  Rank,  of  Peim- 
sylvania,  when  they  heard  of  the  late  fortunate  affair  at  Trent  Town 
were  much  lifted,  but  how  must  their  spirits  be  depressed  or  rather 
agitated,  whep  they  hear  that  to  release  a  favorite,  their  happiness 
must  be  sacrificed,  how  ever  great  a  man  6en^  Lee  is,  I  am  as 
willing  as  any  man  to  allow  him  every  thing  he  merits,  yet  most 
say  it  IS  neither  Justice  nor  perhaps  good  policy  that  he  should  be  m> 
highly  favoured  at  the  ezpenoe  of  so  many  men  who  are  as  willing 
as  he  to  serve  their  Country,  &  who  knows  but  some  of  them  may 
yet  be  as  able,  let  me  ask  what  great  services  has  he  yet  done.  As 
Qe&eral  Washington  has  ample  powers  I  hope  the  Council  will  in- 
terest themselves  with  him  that  Justice  may  oe  done  the  Officers  of 
Penn\,  If  the  matter  is  properly  stated  to  his  Excellency  he  has  too 
much  Candor  not  to  do  it.  I  am,  Gentlemen, 
With  great  Regard, 

Your  most  Humble  servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 

Directed. 

The  Hon"*.  The  Council  of  Safety,  for  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Francis  Johnston  to  Council,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

I  must  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  few  objections  against  the 
late  appointments  of  Field  Officers,  which  your  Honorable  Board 
have  thought  proper  to  make  in  this  State. 

On  the  5«  January  last  the  Second,  third,  fourth,  fiftti,  A  sixtk 
Bennsylwnia  Battalions  were  rais'd  by  your  HonoraUe  Board,  in 
oonsequenoe  of  an  order  received  from  Congress  for  that  pwrpoM: 


VBSSSrLYAmA  ABOQiyBB  mi  lit 

Amimg  the  soversl  oflb)Mv'appotii<ed,  I  Imd  tlie  Hob«r  of  reotmng 
m  Lieii*.  Ooloneli  Oomviitnon  as  ibird  eldert  ib  Sank.  UndM*  tfam 
appointment  I  n»ott  oheailiillj  aoqoiMod  ^  still  gboo'd,  were  I  sol 
appfehenfliTO  tlie  late  appointiaeDte  would  naturally  bring  in  Queation 
jDj  Bepmtation  and  Character  as  an  Officer. 

I  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  see  almost  everj  Field  Officer^ 
inferior  in  Rank  to  myself  in  the  above  battalions  promoted  over  me, 
one  of  them  immediately  over  my  Head.  This  I  humbly  oonoeiyey 
argues  a  want  of  ability  or  Merit  in  me,  or  much  superior  Merit  in 
tfaem.  If  your  Honorable  Board  shou'd  only  suggest  the  latter  to 
be  the  case,  the  regard  I  bear  my  Country  will  assuredly  induoe  me 
to  submit  to  the  appointments.  On  the  contrary  shou'd  our  preten- 
8iona  appev  equal,  then  I  most  confess  I  shall  esteem  myself 
aggrieved,  till  your  Honorable  Board  determine,  that  1  shall  still 
retain  my  Rank,  notwithstanding  these  appointments.  The  appoint- 
ment of  Lieu^.  Colonel  Penrose  (though  he  is  a  worthy  officer)  ^eems 
to  be  particularly  hard  &  wouM  appear  so  to  any  officer  possessed  c(f 
the  smafleat  degree  of  Military  Spirit,  more  especially  wbsB  it  is 
known  that  several  worthy  Membm  of  the  Connoil,  have  eaudidijr 
declared  an  Brror  was  committed  in  thb  appointroenty  in  eoDsequence 
of  a  belief  that  Colonel  Penrose  was  the  eldier  Officer.  I  most  repeal 
it  again  it  appears  peeuliarly  hard  that,  I  should  submit  to  tbe 
oomDMnds  ot  an  Officer,  whom  I  few  days  before  Commanded.  It 
ia  a  degree  oi  hardship  which  I  cannot  submit  to.  My  aineere  regard 
icfr  the  regularity  of  the  aervioe  will  prompt  me  to  eontiaue  in  thie 
{Sentiment.  However  I  humbly  submit  the  merits  of  my  Coaiplaiuts 
to  the  Wise  determination  of  your  Hononhle  body,  firmly  detirmined 
to  abide  by  it,  be  it  what  it  may. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 
Directed. 

The  Honble  The  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


LoBD  Stirliko  to  B.  Mobeis,  &o.  1777. 

Newtown,  Jan.  8, 1777, 

9  o'clock  P.  M. 
!>•  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  you  this  evening,  I  have  received  the  enclosed  letter 
from  Gen**  Stephens,  by  which  you  will  find  the  Enemy  are  in  motion, 
but  their  destination  uncertain,  I  think  they  dare  not  go  into  canton- 
ments again  in  New  Jersey.  The  pay  master  Gen'-  is  Exhausted 
which,  1  am  afraid,  will  have  fatal  consequences  on  the  reomiting 
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ferme,  anleaa  his  coffers  here  and  at  Feekakilt  are  eooii  re^lenkiMd  ; 
tkifl  MTTioe  I  need  net  aay  is  of  the  utmost  istportaDoe  towards  the 
fivosess  of  the  next  Campaign.    With  siDeere  regard,  I  am. 

Your  most  Humble  Serranty 

STIRLING. 
pirtctedj 

The  Hcm^^*'  Bobert  Morris,  Eeq'*  &  Committee  of  Congress. 


James  Tilghman  to  Council  ic,  1T7T. 

Jan.  8%  1777. 
Gentlemen : 

UlHm  beiag  informed  that  there  were  People  oatting  Wood  off 
Ihe  Commons  without  any  authority,  I  took  a  walk  this  mormng  t6 
see  into  the  matter,  and  found  a  number  of  People  in  the  Ezeontiott 
of  this  kind  of  Plunder,  who  had  no  exense  but  that  others  did  the 
same  thing.  I  persuade  myself  yoo'l  be  of  Opinion  that  %  stop 
ought  to  be  put  to  so  flagrant  an  invasion  of  Property,  and  I  SBbmii 
It  whether  it  may  not  be  erpedient  for  the  Council  to  issue  their 
order  to  the  OverseerB  of  the  Poor  to  seise  any  wood  thos  unlaw* 
Mly  oat,  for  the  use  of  the  Poor,  and  to  bring  die  persons  so 
offending  before  the  Board  in  order  to  be  made  sensible  that  they 
must  not  repeat  this  kind  of  Injury.  I  am  certain  there  are  not 
less  than  ten  or  a  dozen  Carts  and  Waggons  now  running  in  the 
Carriage  of  Wood  off  the  Commons.  The  Proprietors  have  never 
converted  any  of  mis  wood  to  their  own  private  emolument,  but  left 
it  for  the  aooommodation  of  the  City,  and  in  times  of  scarcity  of 
-wood  have  parcelled  it  out  to  the  Poor,  which  is  an  advantage  to 
the  City  which  will  soon  be  entirely  lost  if  some  stop  be  not  put  to 
the  present  depredations.  I  am  sorry  to  be  troublesome  to  you. 
Gentlemen,  but  I  thought  in  Justice  to  the  Proprietors  and  the  oityi 
I  could  not  omit  this  application. 

I  am  y  most  Ob*  Ser*, 

JAMES  TILGHMAN. 
Directed, 
'To  The  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 
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Lord  Stirling  to  B.  M.  [Mobris}!  1777. 

New  Town,  Jany.  8«*,  1777. 
My  dear  Sir :       • 

I  have  been  yeij  HI  at  this  plaee  for  some  days  past  owioff  to 
wliat  1  suffered  in  oor  Expedition  to  Trenton  on  the  26  Dec',  hx  a 
Letter  I  haye  Jnst  received  from  Oeneral  Stephen,  dated  at  Trenton 
this  momingy  in  which  are  the  following  words.  <'  There  is  a  report 
'<  that  General  How  intends  to  push  towards  Delaware,  and  for 
'<  Philadelphia,  with  7000  men,  which  he  has  made  up  from  hia 
*'  different  Posts  to  reinforce  his  army  in  the  Jersey's,  and  in  bi^ 
<^  turn  will  take  no  notice  of  Oeneral  Washington  being  in  his  tear# 
*'  This  is  saidy  my  Lord,  to  be  authentic  IntelOgenoe.'^  If  it  should 
prove,  our  best  chance  is  by  vigilance  to  prevent  their  orosing 
the  Biver,  for  I  have  no  Troops  with  me  expect  some  trifling 
Guards  of  Militia.  I  have  taken  every  precaution  to  keep  the 
boats  on  this  side,  but  if  this  severe  weather  continues  the  river 
will  be  Passable  on  the  Ice  in  many  places ;  it  will,  therefore,  be 
necessary  to  Collect  all  the  Troops  we  can,  and  have  them  ready 
to  oppose  the  Passage  of  the  Biver,  or  Join  General  Washingtoii 
as  occasion  may  require.  I  now  write  to  Col.  Weedon,  who  is 
at  Philad*  to  Collect  all  the  recovered  sick  of  the  whole  army  from 
wherever  they  are.  I  am  told  there  are  some  Maryland  Troops  on 
their  way  to  Philad",  and  two  Begiments  of  Virginia  Troops  at  the 
Head  of  the  Bay.  I  know  not  yrh&t  orders  any  of  them  are  nnde^, 
Bnt  I  think  they  had  all  be  better  ordered  up  as  soon  as  Possible, 
wherefore,  unless  you  know  that  Congress  have  destined  them  other- 
wise, I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  the  Inclosed  Let- 
ters to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  all  those  Troops  to  come  forward 
as  soon  as  Possible,  and  to  the  Commissary  of  Provisions  to  provide 
properly  for  them.  Be  pleased  also  to  Commnaioate  this  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  &  Board  of  War. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  ftc, 
BTIBLING. 

In  order  to  save  I  must  request  the  fav'  of  you  to  desire  the 
board  of  war  to  direct  the  Commissarie  to  make  the  naQessiury  Pre- 
paration of  Provisions  &  ammunition.  If  any  of  them  are  in  want 
of  arms,  I  have  some  Hundreds— please  to  direct  and  forward  th^ 
others. 

Copy. 
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Dr/  Db  Normandib  to  Oounoil  op  SAPEpy,  1777. 


Oentlemen : 


Bristol,  Jany.  9**,  1777. 


'    The  number  of  Wounded  and  Sick  in  ibis  Hospital  exceed  100^ 
fcnd  are  in  each  a  situation  as  not  to  bear  removing  withoat  great 

Jain  and  danger.  By  order  of  the  commanding  officer  in  this  place, 
furnished  all  the  Hospital  stores  as  long  as  money  would  procure 
Ihem,  but  this  part  of  the  Coudtry  being  exhausted  of  sundrj 
necessary  articles,  oblige  me  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and  to  request 
you  would  order  the  necessaries  agreeable  to  the  annexed  list  to  be 
forwarded  to  Bristol  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

Gentlemen,  Tour  most 

Obedient  Humble  Serv% 

JOHN  A.  0.  DE  NORMANDIB. 
N.  B.  The  stores  forwarded  to  this  place  for  the  use  of  the  sick* 
&c.,  were,  by  order  of  Collon*  Morris,  part  forwarded  to  the  Jerseys 
for  the  use  of  the  Hospital  there. 


A  List  of  thb  Officers  of  the  Seventh  Battalion  of 
Pennsylvania,  (lath  the  Sixth  Battalion)  in  the 
Service  of  the  United  States. 

William  Irvine,  Colonel,      No.  3.  former  Commission  10  Jan.  1776. 
Tho*  Hartley,     Lieut  Cot  No.  2.  do.  the  same  day. 

David  Qrier,      Major^       No.  2.  do.  1  June,  1776. 


Captains* 
Abraham  Smith, 
Samuel  Hay,  pro,  Mafr, 
Jeremiah  Talbert, 
Wm.  Ripfey, 
Moses  MoGlean, 
James  Wilson, 
Wm.  Alexander, 
Lewis  Bush. 

Ensigng, 

William  Miller, 
Wm.  Lush, 
Samuel  Kennedy, 
John  Hughes, 


First  Lieufs. 
John  McDonald, 
William  Bratton, 
John  Grier, 
John  Eddie, 
John  Alexander, 
Alexander  Parker, 
Samuel  McFerran, 
Abdel  McAllister, 

En9ign9, 
John  Bush, 
John  King, 
Alexander  Walker, 
Downing, 


Second  Lieufi. 

Brooks, 
John  Brown, 
John  Hrgge» 

Irvine, 
Robert  Wilson, 
Sam*  Montgomery, 
William  Nichols, 
Oiaham, 

Quarter  Matter. 

Robert  Hops, 
Adjutant, 
James  Brooka. 


PENNBTLVAMIA  AKCfBirfiS  llTt.  til 

Am  some  late  Changes  bave  happened  in  the  BattF  ^t  Tioondaroga, 
The  ConnRel  of  Safety  will  be  pleased  to  snspend  the  Appointments 
of  the  Sargeon,  Surgeon's  Mate  &  Paymaster  for  a  few  days  till  I 
can  inform  them. 

THOMAS  HARTLEY,  L*  CoP., 

now  commanding  the  above  Batt^. 
IHreeied. 

I^o  the  HonUe  Ooonoil  of  Safety  of  Pennsy*..  Philad*..  Jan^  y« 
9*%  177e.  [1777.] 


Gbn.  Putnam  to  Council  op  Safett,  1777, 

Crosswioks,  Jatx^  9%  1777. 
Gentiiemeiiy 

I  arrived  here  last  Evening  with  aboat  Men^  inclndinff  a 

Party  of  Jersey  which  have  joined  me  al  this  Place.  I  received  a 
I#ett6r  from  his  Excellency  last  Evening,  without  Bate,  bat  siip< 
posed  to  be  written  7^*"  Inst.,  he  was  at  Morris  Town,  &  proposed 
refreshing  his  Troops  a  few  Days  at  that  Place  till  the  Arrival  of 
the  Baggage,  which  will  move  on  from  frenton  to  Day.  The  Disposi* 
tion  of  the  Enemy  you  will  learn  from  the  enclosed  minutes,  taken 
by  Lieut.  Hugo,  of  Col.  Richardson's  Maryland  Rigt.,  who  made 
his  Escape  with  some  of  our  Prisoners  who  were  sent  out  for 
Exchange. 

We  are  informed  by  Cap*  Nixon  that  a  Body  of  Jersey  Militia 
under  Gen.  Maxwell,  attacked  &  defeated  1  Reg*  of  Highlanders,  1 
of  Hessian  Troops  at  Spank  Town,  on  Sunday  last — this  acoounta 
for  a  heavy  firing  heard  on  that  Day  by  different  Persons  as  low  as 
Princeton. 

The  Tories  of  Monmouth  are  again  in  Arms.  Col  Oumey 
marched  to  Day  to  suppress  them ;  the  Militia  of  the  Neighbour- 
hood  of  Cranbury  are  embodied  &  impatient  to  join  &  assist  him. 

Count  Duobaupe  was  badly  wounded  in  the  Head  in  the  Skir- 
mish at  M*  Holly — as  he  passed  thro'  this  Place  in  a  Chaise^  he 
stopped  at  a  neighbouring  House  to  refresh. 

The  smallest  Reinforcement  of  Militia  or  Regular  Troops  will  be 
acceptable.     I  would  advise  that  all  cross  at  Philad;^     I  have 
ordered  all  the  Bridges  from  thence  here  to  be  laid. 
I  am  Gentlemen,  with  the 

Utmost  Esteem  your 

Ob*  Hum»  Serv*, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Presid*  of  the  Council  of  Safety  al 
Philadelphia.     Lieut.  Wilkinson.        .  , 

8* 
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Col.  Melohsb  to  Gounoil,  1777. 

Oenty 

Mr.  Fagan  has  just  discovered  a  Qoa&tj  of  Arms  in  the  BarraokS| 
I  believe  they  belong  to  M^or  Niohols  of  the  Marinesi  will  it  be 
proper  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Towns  If  We  are  much  distressed  for 
Houses,  there  are  many  that  have  a  little  furniture  in  theoiy  vii : 
Mr.  Montgomery's,  Cap*  Stiles,  Mr.  Turner,  &c.  Would  it  not  be 
best  to  remove  all  to  one  house  ? — many  Company's  are  expected  td 
day,  I  do  npt  know  where  to  quarter  them  unless  that  plan  is 
adopted,  or  billet  them  on  the  Inhabitants.  Rich'  Penn's  Hooge 
would  be  best  calculated  for  a  store  for  Furniture. 
I  am  Gent.,  your  most 
b'bl  Servt., 

ISAAC  MELCHBRy 

Jan' 9, 1777.  Br.  M,  G. 

P.  S.— There  is  noi  less  than  2200  Militia  now  in  this  City 
waiting  for  arms,  &c.,  able  bodied  men,  and  1400  sick  in  the  difiei^ 
ent  Hospitals. 
Directed. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


GsNL.  John  Cadwaladeb  to  Council^  1777. 

Morris  Town,  9th  Jan'y,  1777. 
Gent*., 

Since  my  Letter  of  this  monm'g,  we  have  certain  Information 
that  the  Enemy  left  Eliz'  Town  yesterday,  except  a  small  Guard-^ 
the  Jersey  militia  sent  out  a  Party  who  intercepted  a  Party  of  Wal- 
deckers  (about  50)  &  took  them  all  prisoners — they  then  proceeded 
to  Eliz'  Town  &  took  about  30  Highlanders  who  were  left  with  a 
Schooner  with  Baggage,  they  secured  the  Baggage  and  have  brought 
it  off.  The  Troops  marched  from  Eliz'  to  Am  boy.  The  Enemv  have 
collected  their  main  Force  near  Brunswic  &  it  is  not,  yet,  known 
what  their  Scheme  is.  I  shall  acquaint  you  from  time  to  time  of 
the  occurrances  that  happen.  I  wish  some  method  oonld  be  taken 
to  enduce  the  deserters  to  join  us  again. 

There  is  aV  1000  bu's  of  Salt  at  Spank  Town  on  Rawway 
River  ab't  5  miles  above  Woodbridge.    They  are  bringing  it  <A 
I  am,  Gent',  your  most  ob't  Serv't, 

JOHN  CADWALADBR. 
DirecUdj  - 
To  The  Council  of  Safety,  Philad'a. 
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P&KBIDSKT  07  COKGBESS  TO  THE  ASSBMJ^LT,   1777. 

Baltimore,  Jan'y  lOih;  1777. 
GkBdemen, 

The  neoessity  of  filliDg  tip  the  army  with  the  ntmoefc  expedition 
haff  indaeed  Googreae  to  direet  me  to  request  that  jaa  will  as  soon 
as  possible  inform  them  what  anooese  the  reeniiting  serTioe  has  had 
in  your  statOi  towards  raisiog  the  troops  required  by  a  resolfe  of  the 
16Ui  of  September,  which  was  formerly  transmitted  to  you.  I  am 
therefore  most  earnestly  to  entreat  yoor  oompliMioe  with  that  resoWe 
Bfl  speedily  as  possible. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be 

Tour  most  Obed'«  & 
very  H'ble  Serv'*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  IVest 
The  Hon^*.  The  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pa. 

JHreetedj  On  publio  service, 

To  The  Hon.  The  Cbuncil  of  Safety  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia.    Congress,  Baltimoib, 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 


Cam.  Daniel  Joy  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Beading  Furnace,  Jan'y  10th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Old  this^moment  received  yours  of  yesterday  ^  Express,  ft 
he  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  above  all  things  he  shall  attend  tO 
if  s  contents,  and  will  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  to  comply  with 
yonr  request,  first  in  sending  the  three  pound  shot,  then  the  others 
as  hat  as  possible.  They  are  casting  the  different  sise  Shott  as  fast 
as  possible,  having  five  Potters  that  doth  nothing  else;  by  to  morrow 
Night  they  will  have  cast  that  is  not  sent  off  about  four  tons  of  the 
following  kinde :  8tb,  2ilb,  2tb,  IJIb,  19>,  &  half  pounds,  with  a 
quantety  of  Canester  Shot.  The  greatest  difficulty  will  be  in  gettine 
Teams  to  hall  them  down.  But  if  it  cannot  be  don  by  agreement  I 
must  exercise  the  authority  of  Impressing  with  which  I  am  invested 
by  the  Committee  of  Congress  for  transaction  the  Continential  bnai- 
ness  of  this  State. 
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Y<m  nay  rest  assurod  tba(  my  endeavours  sball  not  be  venting 
in  forwarding  the  Service  aa  macn  as  lays  in  my  Power. 

I  remain  With  mnoh  Esteem^ 

Tour  H'ble  Serv*, 

DANIEL  JOT. 

N.  B.|  you  have  in  the  State-honee  yard  Several  two  pound  eanaoa 
Mounted  on  traveling  oarriages  &  not  a  ehot  for  them^    Tliere  was 
4*0  tone  of  ahat  sent  down  this  week  of  the  following 
62  Eighteen  pound  ahot 
250  three        do. 
.400  one  do. 

^  800  half         do. 
1350  1^  do. 

815  pounds  of  canester  shot. 

IHrect^f 

To  The  Hon"*  Thomas  Wharton^  jun'»  at  Philadelphia. 


Sizes 


Gbn.  John  Gabwalabbr  to  CSoukcil^  1777« 

Morris  Town,  10  JanJ^,  1777. 
6ent^: 

Our  Militia  is  much  reduced  by  desertion  &  other  causes.  Many 
persons  thought  our  leaving  Prince  Town  was  a  Retreat,  and  im- 
mediately pushed  off  to  Careeirs  Ferry  &  other  places,  thinking 
it  more  safe  to  retire  in  small  Parties  than  with  the  main  Body. 
This  Idea  has  been  a  ^cat  Disadvantage  to  our  Schemes,  and  ever 
will,  when  privates  undertake  to  judge  of  the  motives  of  a  General 
by  his  Movements. 

Some  Steps  should  be  immediatelv  taken  to  endnce  the  refugees 
to  return.  I  rece'  your  Favor  last  Night,  &  was  not  surprized  that 
you  should  not  know  where  the  Army  was.  I  wrote  you  the  parti- 
culars of  our  movements^  by  M'  Cosdrop.  Pray  remember  the 
Shoes,  Stockings,  &c. 

I  am,  Gent«, 

Your  most  ob  Servant^ 

JOHN  CADWALADER. 

To  the  Hon"*  The  Council  <tf  Safety,  Philad*. 
Oap«  Howell. 
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Coi:.  Plqwbb  to  Commandre  at  Bristol,  1777. 

Morris  Town,  12th  Jan'y,  1777. 
Hdad  Qoarteis. 
Bir: 

It  is  his  Exoellanoy,  Gen>  Washington,  Express  Orders  that  ijl 
the  Amaoition  now  in  Bristol,  and  all  that  is  Coming  on  from  Phila. 
be  Immediately  Sent  on  to  the  Army  the  Safest  and  Shortest  rout, 
with  a  Sufficient  Quard,  directed  to  me  or  to  Brigadier  Grenl.  Knox, 
at  or  near  Head  Quarters,  &.if  the  Army  should  JOUMOW^  from  this 
j]Mce,  to  follow  with  the  ntniost  Dispatch. 
I  am,  6ir^  your  most  Obed^ 

Hum.  Sei*, 
BEN  J.  FLOWEEj 

Gommi'y  Qen'l  of  Mil'y  Stores. 
Directedj 
On  Public  Service.     To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Bristol. 
Permit  this  Express  to  Pass  to  Bristol. 

Bjbnj.  Flowbe,  C.  O.  M.  $. 
^  Capt.  Brown. 


Col.  Jqhk  Parkb  to  Council  of  Sapbty,  1777. 

Bristol,  Jan.  16,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  received  from  the  Hon.  Council  sometime  past,  six  Waggons  of 
Ammunition,  which  I  immediately  forwarded  to  Oen.  Putnam  at 
Croaswicks,  where  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear  they  are  sab 
arrived.  There  is  one  load  of  ammunition  arrivM  here  since,  which 
appears  to  be  for  the  Use  of  the  Troops  under  Lord  Stirling.  There 
are  also  a  number  of  12  Lb.  Cartridges  here,  but  of  no  use  to  Gen. 
Washington^  there  being  no  metal  of  that  W*  with  him.  I  humbly 
conceive  that  an  order  from  the  Board  for  that  ammnnitioB  with 
Gen.  Putnam,  will  supply  all  Exigeneies. 
Your  most  ObedS 

hamUe  Serv*, 

JOHN  PAEKE,  L*  Col. 
Directedf 

To  Thos.  Wharton,  Ju',  Esq',  Pres«  of  the  Council  of  Safety.— 
On  public  Service. 
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Order  op  Council  of  SATRXYy  1777. 

In  Goancil  of  Safety. 

Philadelphia,  January  13di,  1777. 
Whereas,  the  several  Oonnties  of  this  State  onght  to  forniah  n 
Qoantity  of  grain  for  Horse  feed,  and  it  is  neoessary  that  every  part 
should  furnish  its  proportion.  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  ihe  several 
Counties  furnish  the  following  proportionsy  viz. : 

Philada  County 4000 

Bucks 4000 

Chester 4000 

Lancaster 6000 

Berks 4^00 

Northampton 4000 

York 4000 

Cumberland 4000 

88000 

And  that  circular  letters  be  sent  to  the  respective  County  Com- 
mittees, requesting  them  to  regulate  the  same  by  directing  every 
Township  to  furnish  a  certain  part,  in  order  each  individual  may 
have  it  at  his  option  to  do  this  essential  service  to  their  Country. 


John  Walters  to  Owbk  Biddlb,  1777. 
Sr., 

I  have  a  quantity  of  Crude  Sulpher  to  refine  for  y*  Hon.  Coun- 
mle  of  Safety;  under  a  notion  that  y*  price  of  Wood  woud  fall,  I  did 
not  lay  in  a  sufficient  qaantity }  owing  to  the  unexpected  distraction 
of  the  times  there  is  none  now  to  be  purohasst  at  any  price ;  unless 
I  can  get  a  supply  I  must  stop  my  Work.  There  is  a  Wood  near 
my  House  that  supplys  the  Barracks,  and  where  I  am  inform'd  I 
mav  supply  myself,  provided  I  have  an  Order  from  the  Councile  of 
Safety  for  that  purpose.  I  beg  you  will  famish  me  with  such  an 
order ;  my  own  Servants  will  cutt  it  down  and  I  am  willing  to  pay 
any  reasonable  price  for  the  Wood. 
I  am,  8% 

Tour  most  Humble  Serv*,     *^^ 

JOHN  WALTERS. 
Spring  Qardons,  14th  Jan.,  1777. 

Direcied. 
To  M'  Owen  Biddle,  Prest. 
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B18OLVTION  OF  COKQBB88  AKD  NOIICI  FBOK 

Trbabuby,  1777. 
In  Conqesss. 

Baltimore,  January  14th|  1777. 

BeaolTedy  That  the  Gommiasioners  of  the  Loan  Offioea  he  direoted 
to  reeeiVe  the  Bills  of  Oredit,  heretofore  emitted  by  the  States  in 
whieh  they  respeotiTely  hold  their  Offioesi  for  sooh  Sams  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  GommiBsioners  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  Gontinental 
Treasarer,  from  Time  to  Time,  for  Gontinental  purposes,  within 
such  States  respectively. 

Extract  from  the  Minntes, 

GHABLES  THOMSON,  Seer. 


neatury- Office,  BaUimare,  January  80, 1777. 
Sir, 

In  Consequence  o(  the  above  Besolve,  I  am  direoted  by  the 
Treasury  to  inform  you,  that  they  think  it  adviseable  for  the  Gom- 
missioners  of  the  Loan  Offices  to  consult  with  the  Oonncils  or 
Committees  of  Safety  of  their  respective  States,  and  inform  them- 
selTee  with  the  Sums  of  Money  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  ensuing 
Campaign,  to  pay  and  subsist  the  Gontinental  IVoops  that  may  be 
stationed  therein,  for  Defence  of  such  States ;  and  also  to  answer 
the  Demands  of  the  several  States  against  the  Continent.  Having 
thus  proceeded,  vou  will  please  to  recdve,  for  Loan-Office  Certif 
cates,  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  your  State,  before  the  Date  of 
the  above  Besolve,  to  the  Amount  of  the  Sums  that  may  be 
■peeiiled  as  above,  together  with  such  other  Sums  as  the  Secret 
Committee  shall  desire  you  to  borrow  in  said  Bilbi,  for  the  Purpose 
of  paying  for  Produce,  which  they  have  Occasion  to  purchase  in 
sud  State ;  taking  Care,  at  all  Times,  to  give  the  Preference  to 
Gontinental  Currency.  I  am  also  to  inform  you,  that  all  the  Money 
borrowed  on  Certificates,  is  to  be  paid  to  either  the  Order  of  Con* 
gress,  or  the  Treasurer ;  and  that  other  Warrants  will  not  be  consid- 
ered as  Youohers,  on  adjusting  the  Accounts  of  your  Office  : 
Being,  Sir,  you  very  humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  GOVKTT,  A.  Audit.  Oen. 
Directed, 

To  Thomas  Smith  Esqr.,  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Col.  Flower  to  Council  of  Sapbty,  1T7T» 

Morris  Town,  Jan^^,  14%  1777. 
Qent»j 

by  order  of  Col°  Benj*  Flower  Commy,  Gen*  of  Mili^  Stores;  I 
hftve  Sent  ^  Ruben  Gillespee  Waggoner,  Fifty-seven  Muskets  and 
Qliree  Rifles  to  be  Emediately  Repaered  for  the  Use  of  the  GonCi- 
nential  Army,  Also  Thirty  Six  Old  Cartridge  BozeS;  as  [^  laToioe 
indosed. 

YonrS;  &c., 

BAM>  FRENCH,  Cond'  pf  M'  Store. 
Directed^ 
To  The  Hon^i*  CoanoeU  of  Safety,  at  Philadelphia. 


Standing  Orders  for  the  Garrison  of  Philadelphia. 

I.  As  soon  as  any  Corps  or  Detachment  marches  into  this  City, 
the  Commanding  OfiEicer  must  wait  on  the  Officer  Commanding  io 
Chief,  and  make  a  report  thereof. 

.  II.  The  Officers  commanding  Corps  or  Detachments  are  to  use 
their  utmost  diligence  in  getting  their  men  mustered,  and  equipping 
Ithem;  for  which  purpose  they  must  make  a  return  to  Messrs. 
Hease  and  Caldwell  of  the  doathing  wanting,  to  Colonel  Flowers  of 
the  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  and  to  Major  Mifflin  of  the  H&vef* 
sacks.  &G. 

III.  Every  Officer  coming  into  this  GarrisoUi  must  make  a  Return 
io  the  Town-Major,  specifying  his  Name,  Rank,  Corps,  date  of 
Commission,  and  Place  where  he  Quarters. 

IV.  The  Adjutant,  or,  where  there  is  no  Adjutant,  some  othec 
Officer  appointed  to  do  his  Duty,  must  attend  a^  the  Town-Major's 
every  Day  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  receive  Orders.  Should  the  Town- 
Major  be  absent,  his  Orderly  Book  will  be  left  on  the  Table  in  his 
Parlour,  for  the  inspection  of  the  Adjutants. 

y.  When  any  Troops  belonging  to  the  Garrison,  or  on  their  way. 
io  Gamp,  are  quartered  out  of  the  Barracks,  a  Sergeant  or  Corporal 
from  each  Corps  is  to  attend  constantly  at  the  Barracks,  to  be  ready 
to  carry  Orders  to  their  respective  Corps ;  for  which  purpose  a  room 
in  the  Barracks  must  be  appointed  for  their  Reception. 

YI.  An  Adjutant,  in  rotation,  is  constantly  to  remain  in  the 
Barracks,  from  whence  he  is  not  to  depart  on  any  Account,  'till 
relieved,  except  when  he  goes  to  the  Town-Major  to  receive  orders; 
but  be  ready  to  receive  and  distribute  Orders. 

yil.  Whenever  the, Drummer  beats  the  Adjutants  call,  or  first 
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fMi  of  Ae'  ffMp,  ftll  iho  Adjdtiaiite  in  ^o  Kirraeki,  aakl  cwderVf 
SeiigeantB  or  GcMrporalB,  from  Corps  quartered  oat  of  tbe  B«rr«ek8y 
i«e  i0  ThpA  to  tlie  PMcle^  receiv#  ordeW|  and  dietribHto  them  te 
their  reepective  Corps. 

Yin.  A  Report  to  be  made  daily  at  eight  o'oleek  in  the  Morn- 
ing, of  tbe  Strength  of  each  Corps  actnally  present,  agreeable  to 
^  the  following  Form,  to  tbe  Town-Major^  that  he  maj  make  a  genen^ 
Setam  to  tbe  commanding  Offieer. 

A  MoRRiKO  Return  df  the  ReoimxnT;  commanded  by 

1777. 


k 


i 


to  be  made  regnlarly  by  every  Corps  without  ezoep- 
i  of  Town. 


These  Rei 

tion,  nntil  they  march  out  i 

IX.  A  Field-Officer^  whenever  there  are  four  in  Town,  when  not, 
a  Captain;  to  attend  daily  at  tbe  Barraoksi  and  do  the  duties  of 
Officer  of  the  Pay. 

X.  Every  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  commanding 
s  Ckuurd;  must  every  Morning  at  eight  o'clock  send  a  Report  in 
Writing,  agreeable  to  the  following  Form,  to  the  Field  Offieer  or 
Captain  of  the  Pay^  who  is  to  make  his  Report  to  the  commanding 
Officers  at  ten  o'clock. 

A  Report  of  Guard  1777. 

The  Guard  consists  of  Subalterns,  Sergeants, 

Corporals,  Drummer,  Privates,  and  fumishea 

Senteies  by  Bay,  and  by  Night. 


'-— 

CMp^ri» 

Br  wben 

CoBflDed. 

Whet 

Conflaad. 

OHmm. 

TrM«r 

Not. 

rwiiten. 

BafVte 

• 

Sxtraordinaries  since  Otiard  mounting. 
No  Offieer  oommanding  a  Guard  must  receive  a  Prisoner  without 
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Ub  Grime  in  Writing,  And  the  Nsme  of  Ihe  Penan  by  iAwi  «eii- 
fined,  nnless  it  be  the  Officer  commanding  the  GUrrieon,  vho  »ey 
^eonfine  a  Prisoner  without  giving  in  hie  Crime  at  the  liine  of  eonfiik- 
inghim. 

Al.  As  soon  as  any  Corps  or  Party  is  equipped  for  marchingy  the 
eommanding  Officer  thereof  is  to  give  twenty-four  Hours  notice  to 
ilajor  Mifflin,  that  Shallopa  may  l^  provided. 

Bv  Order  of  Major  General  ArnoiiD, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Francis  Gurnbt  to  Gbn'l,— 1777 

Shrewsbury  I4»  Jatf^  1777. 
Dear  Gen» 

I  must  beg  you  will  Immediately  send  me  one  Field  Piece,  I  find 
the  Enemy  have  not  got  their  Vessels  out  of  the  Creeke,  and  should 
the  Artillery  come  in  time  have  no  Doubt  of  taking  them  we  have 
more  plunder  or  rather  Kings  Stores  than  we  can  get  Wagons  to 
carry  off.  I  wish  you  would  send  forward  all  the  Wagons  you  can 
collect. 

I  would  advise  a  Company  to  be  sent  to  the  Court  House  in  order  to 
press  Wagons  and  bring  them  down  which  they  mieht  also  Guard 
up.  I  am  Just  now  Informed  that  the  Enemy  have  Landed  a  party 
at  Red  Bank  to  the  Northward  of  Black  point,  and  am  Determined 
to  march  that  way  Immediately  with  about  one  hundred  men. 

I  am  Dear  Gen'  &c., 

FRANCIS  GURNET. 


Gen'L  CiDWiXADBR   &    OTHER  OFPICBRS  TO 1777. 

Morris  Town  January  15«*  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Militia  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania  have  enabled  General  Washington  to  strike  a  Blow  whioh 
has  greatly  changed  the  Face  of  our  affairs^  and  if  they  can  be  indu- 
ced to  continue  a  few  weeks  longer,  there  is  the  Strongest  probability 
that  the  enemy  will  be  compelled  to  Quit  Nefr  Jersey  entirely.  But 
it  is  extreamly  unlucky  that  the  time  which  they  have  engaged  to 
.Serve  is  now  expiring,  and  we  dread  the  consequences  which  may 
follow  from  their  persisting  in  a  resolution  to  return  home. 

The  example  of  the  City  will  probably  greatly  influence  the  wkete 
]tf  ilitia  of  the  State.  It  is  therefore  of  the  highest  oonsequenoe  to 
prevail  on  them,  if  possible,  to  continue  in  the  Service  until  they  can 


]b«  If  lievid  by  ihose  who  bav^  bo(  yei  appeited  on  thd  VMi.  V 
they  refoae  and  their  example  ehonld  be  foUbwed  by  the  rea^  of  Uia 
PeiuiBylTaiiiaiia,  it  ia  but  too  probable  that  Genenl  Watrhiag^t^ 
after  ^  Olorioos  Snocess  which  hae  attended  hia  meaturea,  may  be 
oUiflted  to  repaaa  the  Delaware  and  retreat  to  the  City  of  Pbtladelphi«» 

The  fatal  eonaequeneea  of  such  *  Step  we  need  not  paint  to  youi 
who  have  so  lately  seen  the  dreadful  efieets  produced  by  the  approach 
of  a  formidable  rapacious  enemy.  It  is  our  duty  to  infonn  yon,  that 
the  Militia  have  undergone  the  greatest  hardships  with  cheerfulnesa 
»nd  have  in  every  instance  shown  the  utmost  readiness  to  comply 
with  the  orders  which  have  been  given  them — and  as  all  oontraots 
made  by  public  Bodies  ought  especially  to  be  held  Sacredi  we  are  of 
opinion  they  are  entituled  to  an  honorable  discharge  yet  as  the  Situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  appears  to  require  their  further  servicci  they  have 
Virtuously  determined  to  wait  a  few  days  longer  in  expectation  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  taking  effectual  measures  to  supply  their  places 
as  soon  as  Possible  with  another  Set  of  men  who  yet  remain  behind 
they  justly  observe  that  it  is  very  unreasonable  to  expect  them  to 
continue  in  the  Field  while  a  great  number  of  men  equally  able  to 
bear  arms  are  suffered  to  remain  at  home  with  their  families  enjoying 
in  peace  at  a  distance  from  the  enemy  all  the  benefits  arising  from 
the  Virtuous  efforts  of  those  who  have  ventured  their  lives  in  the 
defence  of  liberty  and  their  country^  they  say  that  every  person  able 
to  bear  arms  (except  those  who  are  conscientiously  Scrupulous  of 
bearing  arms  in  any  case)  ought  to  give  their  personal  service  and 
that  some  test  ought  to  be  required  of  every  marif  that  our  Friends 
may  be  distiDguished  from  our  £Demies.  It  is  obseryed  that  a  num* 
ber  of  persons  have  procured  appointments  of  little  consequence  ^ 
which  they  plead  in  excuse  from  Serving  in  the  Field,  it  certainly 
eonoenis  the  Honor  of  those  who  make  appointments  to  attend  to 
this  complaint  which  is  frequently  repeated.  The  importance  of 
quieting  the  minda  of  the  Association  your  Honorable  Body  will 
peroeive,  and  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  claim  your  immediate  attentioa 
as  it  connot  be  doubted  that  public  measures  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  opinions,  temper,  and  disposition  of  the  people— they  have  long 
seen  public  measures  taken  without  decision  and  unsupported. 

They  have  been  amused  with  promises  of  effectual  regulations  and 
have  Men  disappointed  in  every  Instance.  In  short  they  find  cow- 
ards, disaflbcted  men,  and  open  Enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America 
are  Suffered  to  go  abroad  sowing  Sedition  and  dispersing  their  poison 
in  every  department  without  punishment  or  notice.  If  these  evils 
are  not  remedied  instantly,  we  tremble  for  the  consequences  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  to  all  America.  These  States  have  de- 
clared themselves  independent  and  Pennsylvania  depends  on  your 
Board  to  Support  her  Honor  in  this  point. 

We  are  contending  for  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  men  and  it 
requires  the  assistance  of  every  individual  to  defend  them  from  a 
Cfuel  and  powerfull  enemy.    We  wiah  to  see  the  Civil  Authority 


18S         PBsrusYiiVAiiiA  Atssmvisa  nft. 

Mgnlate  and  iclifeet  ^11  our  pnblio  tbeasnyes,  sncl  sWtd  greatly  \nr 
ment  the  neoesonty  whioh  may  compel  the  Military  Power  to  take 
i^e  direction  into  their  hands  in  order  to  save  this  Country  from  al>- 
volate  rain,  but  you  may  depend  that  the  military  will  exert  its 
Anthority  whenever  the  weakneea,  langonr  or  timlditj  of  yonr  oonneite 
ahall  render  it  their  dnty  so  to  do,  and  all  the  world  will  justify  them 
in  it  The  necessity  of  this  we  ooneieve  you  may  prevent  by  issuing 
a  {^oclaination  requiring  the  Militia  of  the  Oity  of  Philad*  and  the 
•Counties  of  Philadelphia,  Chester  and  Bucks,  who  have  not  complied 
with  the  requisition  of  Congress  by  entering  into  service  hnmediatel  j 
to  join  General  Washington's  Army  or  to  be  banished  this  Country 
and  their  Estates  forfieted,  and  that  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
-Militia  of  the  other  Counties  be  immediately  embodied  to  relieve 
those  of  their  respeotive  Counties  now  in  the  Army  when  their  time 
of  service  may  expire.  Those  who  cannot  be  equipped  at  Philadelphia 
may  receive  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  of  the  men  whom  thej 
relieve,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  those  who  are  now  in  servioe  wiU 
in  due  time  relieve  such  as  shall  take  their  present  posts,  by  this 
regulation  every  man  will  give  that  Assistance  which  the  necesaity 
of  the  times  requires  the  Honor  and  Credit  of  the  state  will  be  sup- 
ported and  the  liberties  of  America  preserved,  every  man  in  Civil 
bociety  is  equally  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  Liberty  and  Safety 
and  is  therefore  bound  to  yeild  an  equal  personal  Servioe  in  support 
of  it,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  that  the  Council  of  Safety  will 
take  such  effectual  and  spirited  measures  as  will  ,make  every  person 
capable  t»f  bearing  arms  give  his  personal  Servioe,  and  we  can  assure 
you  that  the  militia  will  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  their  support 
to  every  resolution  of  the  Representative  and  Kxecutive  Bodys  whioh 
may  tend  to  promote  the  Honor,  Happiness  and  Freedom  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Militia  now  here  have  been  informed 
of  the  Contents  of  this  Letter,  and  have  from  a  firm  belief  of  its 
having  a  good  effect,  agreed  to  stay  a  few  days  longer,  We  therefbre 
earnestly  request  that  yon  will  inform  the  commanding  officer  here 
as  soon  as  Possible  what  is  likely  to  be  done  herein  that  we  may  take 
our  measures  accordingly. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Your  most  Obedient  &  very 

Humble  Servants. 

John  Cadwaladeb  Brig'  6en^ 
John  Batard  Col.  2nd  Batt* 
Jacob  Morgan  Jun'  Col.  Ist  Battn. 
T.  Matlaok  Col.  R.  B, 
John  Nixon  L*  Col.  3rd  Batt» 
Samuel  Meredith  8rd  Batt*  Major. 
EoBERT  Knox  Maj'  3rd  Batt* 
Wm.  Bradford  Major  2nd  Batt* 
Jab.  Coppbrthwaite  Maj'  1st  Batt* 
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BicHABD  Wells  to  Council  op  Sapety,  1777. 

GkotlenieB. 

Having  very  attentitelj  eonsidered  y*  proposul  you  inafle  me  last 
Nighty  I  find  on  many  acoonnta  it  would  not  suit  me  to  engage  in  it. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  saffident  to  Bay,  that  so  mtich  of  my  time  is 
already  employed  in  the  Service  of  others^  in  several  capacities,  that 
too  small  a  Portion  is  alletied  for  my  own  private  Affairs;  bat  Sin- 
eeriiy  and  Oandor,  Ibtbid  my  concealing  the  tnie  Reason  of  my 
wishing  to  decline  the  appointment;  I  hope  not  to  offend  by  my 
Honesty,  yet  I  cannot  I  think,  with  an  upright  Gonsciencei  withold 
the  confession.  The  Post,  Gentlemen,  wbieh  you  fill,  is  built  on  a 
Foundation  so  opposite  to  my  sentiments,  &  the  Money  I  should 
have  to  distribute  on  your  account,  so  expressly  put  into  vour  hands 
for  the  Purposes  of  War,  that  I  should  stand  condemned  by  my  own 
Heart  if  I  accepted  the  Charge.  Far  be  it  from  me,  to  undertake 
here  to  arraign  your  Conduct  in  the  Prosecution  of  your  Office ;  I 
cheerfully  grant  to  all  IVIen  that  Freedom  of  action,  which  I  claim 
in  Betum,  and  assure  you,  with  great  Sincerity,  that  whilst  on  the 
one  Hand,  I  cannot  give  a  hearty  approbation  to  the  present  system, 
on  the  other,  I  will  never  oppose  or  disturb  it ;  my  constant  study 
being  to  pass  thro'  Life  at  Peace  with  my  own  Braast  and  all  the 
Wond.  I  know  I  have  been  more  explicit,  than  eommon  policy 
migbt  have  dictated,  but  thought  I  should  be  wanting  in  Justice  to 
you  &  myself  not  to  have  ingenuously  told  you  the  Truth.  I  am 
much  obliged  by  your  entertaining  so  good  an  opinion  of  my  integ- 
rity, as  to  nominate  me  to  so  important  a  Trust,  &  hope  you  will  not 
thmk  too  unfavourably  of  me  for  the  Part  I  act. 

I  am  your  Friend, 

KICHAiO)  WELLS. 
Philad*  Jan>^  15**,  1777. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Council  of  Safety. 


Major  Thomas  Pboctob  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

Morrifltown,  Jan^  16th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Through  Sundry  prearing  invitations  of  Gen>  Enozes  for  mj 
Joining  the  Continental  Train  Artillery  under  his  Command,  Did 
pledge  ny  word  to  Communicate,  his  request  to  your  Honours,  to 
have  your  approbation  if  it  were  agreeable,  or  otherwise.  Submitting 
my  self  inttoely  to  your  pleasure.     Confident  of  the  Honour  yotf 
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were  pleaa'd  to  confer  on  me  anmerited,  io  eommanding  the  Aitillery 
of  your  State,  assured  that  year  Just  conception  of  my  mean  abilities^ 
will  determine  in  which  Department  my  serrices  might  be  meet  oon- 
dncive  of  freedom  to  my  Coantry.  Should  it  seem  meet  tty  eon- 
tinoance  in  your  service  longer,  I  receive  cpntentment.  Or  if  dis- 
posed to  gratify  the  Gcn^  in  his  request,  I  am  the  same;  Onl/ 
soliciting  your  determination,  beg  leave  to  subscribe  my  self  fion*^ 
Sirs. 

Your  devoted  Hble.  Serv*. 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 
I}ir€Cied 

To  The  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

^  Far  of  Coll.  Flowers.  ^ 


ROBBBT  MOERIS  TO   COUNCIL  OF  SaFKTT,  1777. 

Philad*.  Jany.  16, 1777. 
Gent", 

As  there  are  some  masters,  mates  &  mariners  here  that  have  been 
taken  in  Merchant  A'^essels,  &  wish  to  be  sent  into  New  York,  I 
think  your  Board  had  best  send  them  in  discharge  of  your  promise 
to  Cap*  Hamond  of  the  Roebuck,  with  a  passport  to  that  purport  or 
if  you  decline  doing  it,  I  will  grant  them  a  pass  to  Oen*  Putnam  to 
be  sent  over  by  South  Amboy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respect- 
fully Gent",    • 

Your  Obed.  Servant, 

ROB.  MORRIS. 
Dtrectedf 

To  The  Honble  Council  of  Safety,  Pennsylv, 


List  of  Prisoners,  (Hessians,)  1777. 

Reg*  of  Losberg. 
Officers  Names.  Servants  dh   Soldiers,  acting  as 

Servants  <fh  Cadets. 

Lt.  Colonel  Shaffer,  l^t^^f^^^,  }  ^erv't.. 

Mayor  Hanehin,  STr^Lthey.   }  So"'"' 

Oaf  t,  Hedding,  Fredenck  JQbling,  SecvaAt. 
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in: 


Cadet  Krest, 

lieat.  Keller. 

Shreder,  Servant 

«     Pe«l, 

Brand,        do. 

<'      Miller, 

None. 

Ebngtt  Grabba, 

Kiester,  Soldier. 

«      Zinge, 

Vaat,        do. 

<«      Hobe, 

Vied,  Servant. 

<«      Kondorff, 

None.        do. 

Beg*  Knipbanaen* 

CapL  Biesenrode^ 

Marks,  Servant. 

do.      Lewenstien^ 

Miller,  Soldier. 

limt  Sobbe, 

Hornelle,    7  a^^^^t 
Moore,        |  ^^^^ 
None. 

«      Forry, 

'<      Fisher, 

Hejdeman,  Soldier. 

"^     Widerhold, 

Leignhejser,  Servant 

Enfiign  Drach^    ' 

Bittir,  Servant. 

JiesheeD, 

Pheif,  Soldier. 

Judge  Advocate  Moeller^              Knoh^  Servant. 

Beg*  Boll. 

Major  Mathias, 

a  js-"*-- 

Capt.  Breeback, 

J.  Jundneff,    '< 

Lieai.  Sabjman, 

Hcndricb,        '< 

'<      Kiener^ 

Shaffer,             « 

SDsign  Fleob, 

Oerhold,  Soldier. 

<<       Kleinshmitby 

Nagell,        " 

<<       Sbroedesy 

None. 

OflicerB,26. 

Servanti,  27. 

B.  PETERS.                   Women,     2. 

B.  PETERS. 

War  Office,  Jan^  16%  1776.  [1777.] 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  mentioned  Prisoneni  were 
delivered  over  by  Capt.  Farmer  to  the  Order  of  the  Board  of  War. 

RICHARD  PETEBS,  SccV- 
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Major  Thos.  Proctor  to  Owbn  Biddlb,  1777. 

Morriastown,  Jans^  17**,  1777. 
Much  Esteemed  Sir^ 

So  triTial  are  the  Ocourranees  that  has  pass'd  between  ns  and  the 
Enemy  dnrincr  our  ra'ss  in  this  place,  would  be  but  small  to  men- 
tion them,  believing  you  are  in  the  Cabinet  of  earliest  inteligenoe. 
But  such  as  they  are  have  handed  them  to  your  worthy  CoUiagoefl, 
Blewer  and  Bull,  as  Correct  as  I  could  gather  them.  Yesterday 
6en^  Mifflin  mentioned  the  difficulty  he  had  to  Continue  the  Militia, 
as  one  hundred  of  these  who  voted  staying  during  a  medium  time 
were  this  morning  about  to  return,  until  stop'd  by  him.  They  have 
reo'd  every  benefice,  more  than  equal  to  their  services,  such  aa  re- 
ceiving Shirts,  Breeches,  Shoes  &  Stockings,  &c.,  and  wouM  tiMj 
stay  and  wear  them  out  in  service,  they  were  designed  for^  would  be 
acting  in  character,  my  mens  necessity  mentioned  in  my  last  is 
doubled,  by  reason  of  Capt.,  Strochbank  Joining  me  yesterday,  his 
men  in  a  measure  bare-footed,  and  exceeding  hearty,,  have  applied  to 
the  Oen^  for  shoes  but  rec'd  none,  as  they  militia  took  the  whole. 
Sir  please  to  offer  the  brass  six  p^'  took  at  Prinoetown,  as  my  pro- 
perty, a  Gift  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  making  it  theirs  in  the 
arrangement  of  Artillery  argussedi  suitably  for  the  field.  Otherwise 
it  may  be  arranged  Continantal  and  perhaps  find  a  way  with  other 
stores  to  New  England.  Just  this  moment  rec'd  advice  by  one  of 
the  Militia  whose  station  was  within  three  miles  of  Brunswick  for 
three  days  past,  and  returned  here,  that  the  enemy  are  moving  their 
baggage  with  all  haste  towards  Amboy,  believes  th^  are  Imbarqw-^ 
ing  the  same,  the  party  he  belonged  to  took  400  Bushells  of  Salt  at 
Spank  Town ;  the  Enemy  never  Fatrole  less  than  500  men,  suoh  i» 
their  fear  of  our  approach.  This  day  Gen*  Knox  departs  for  some 
time  to  New  England,  leaving  me  the  Command  of  the  Artillery,  te 
there's  no  Colonels  pres^  Would  providence  &voar  Tfaji  opportu- 
nity of  mine,  and  grant  an  Ingagement  with  success,  should  living, 
or  dicing  be  hapy.  I  have  by  same  Conveyance  wrote  the  Councel 
of  Safety,  at  request  of  Gen>  Knox,  for  their  approbation  to  Join  the 
Continantal  Train  of  Artillery.  I  wish  the  Distinction  between 
Continantal  and  Provincial  were  extinct,  as  it  has  caus'd  some 
uneasiness  among  the  regular  officers  to  be  commanded  by  me  a 
Provincial.  I  am  not  at  a  loss  to  know  the  distinction  between  tlie' 
easy  command  I  enjoyed  under  your  patronage  from  the  present. 
But  tis  not  ease  I  seek,  at  present  I  am  in  Service,  and  while  I  aoa 
wanted  here  wish  to  continue.  By  Order  of  Gen'  Knox  have 
ordered  L^  Eames  to  his  station  at  Fort  Island.  I  have  an  Excel- 
lent opportunity  for  recruiting  men,  as  the  generallity  of  soldiers 
conceive  the  highest  opinion  of  the  Artillery.  Shall  count  it  a 
favour  in  hearing  from  you  &  first  opportunity, 
and  remain  D'  Sir, 

your  most  Obd't  Humble  Servant, 

To  Owen  Biddlc,  E6q^  THOS.  PROCTOR. 
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t 

Jamjbb  Measb  to  Council,  &c.,  177T.  ' 

I>8ir, 

I  beg  tbe  hsvor  of  yon  to  infonn  the  Gonnoil  that  in  oonseanenoe 
of  a  resolutioD  of  CoDgress  for  appointing  a  Clothier  Oenoral  ror  the 
Armj  of  the  United  States,  his  Ezcellencj  General  Wastdnglon 
hath  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  the  appointment  to  that  offiee. 

From  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  the  creation  of  this  office,  ife 
appears  to  me  to  haye  been  their  design,  to  put  the  proouriog,  dis- 
tributing, &,  direction  of  all  clothing  under  one  head,  that  by  this 
means  some  system  might  be  introdnoed  into  tbe  department,  &  such 
provision  of  necessaries  made  for  the  troops  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  seyeral  States  would  possibly  admit. 

In  order  to  enable  the  Clothier  Oen^  more  effectually  to  execute 
ihis-eztensiye  branch,  he  is  empowered  to  appoint  agents  in  the 
sereral  states  where  it  Bhall  appear  anything  within  the  line  of  his 
department  can  be  obtained,  from  whose  information  he  will  be  also ' 
enabled  to  supply  as  far  as  possible  tbe  deficiency  of  any  article  m 
one  state  from  the  redundancy  of  another,  &  prevent  a  oompetition  • 
of  purchasers  for  same  commodities  at  the  same  place,  a  thing  al«' 
wajs  Injurious  to  the  Publiek. 

As  I  understand  tbe  Council  hsTe  been  engaged  in  the  purchaie  . 
of  sundry  articles  within  the  line  of  this  department,  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  all  or  any  part  of  them  are  for  the  regular 
army,  what  quantity  of  any  article  they  have  on  hand  or  under , 
engagement  lor  that  purpose  f  &  as  I  don't  apprehend  it  will  be  any 
longer  necessary  for  the  Council  to  ad  to  the  multiplicity  of  their 
bnainess  by  an  attention  to  the  minutiaa  of  this  branch,  I  shall 
direct  the  Commissary  here  to  receive  such  articles  as  they  may 
have  on  hand  or  under  ensagement,  if  it  should  be  most  agreeable 
to  the  Council  to  deliver  them  &  either  order  payment  for  Uiem,  or  .- 
have  credit  given  for  them. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Council  that  two  very  consid- , 
erable  supplies  of  Clothiuff  have  been  sent  from  N.  England  to  the . 
Army>  &  must  nearly  reach  them  by  this  time^  of  which  oonsista . 
of  7000  p'  Shoes,  4000  p'  Stockings,  888  p*  Breeches,  1284  Jaoketa , 
1 12000  yd's  Sects  Blanketing  &  Plaiding.  Invo.  of  the  other  itk, 
not  yet  come  to  hand,  farther  than  that  there  are  1500  p'  Breeebet, ; 
&  29  hhds  Coats,  Jackets,  &o.  This  is  exclusive  the  Alfred'^' 
Priae  w^  will  be  secured  for  the  army,  t  a  Continental  Brig  w>  is , 
arrived  there  with  a  Cargo  cost  £3500  sterl',  of  coarse  Cloth%  Blan-  - 
kets,  ticklenbergs,  &c.,  so  that  upon  the  whole  after  soaw  little  tim« 
when  the  supplies  from  the  several  states  are  regularly  distributed,  - 
oar  troops  wiU  not  be  again  distressed  in  point  of  Clothing.  As  I 
shall  always  endeavor  to  conduct  this  business  here  in  the  ouuwieff 

VoL.V,.-»  .  .         ' 
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mo0t  agreeable  to  tbe  Goandl,  so  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  at  all 
times  of  need  bave  tbe  benefit  of  their  ooantenanoe  &  proteotion. 
I  anij  with  tbe  utmost  respeet  &  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obH  H'ble  Serv'ti 

JAMBS  MEA8£,  a  O^ 
18  Jan',  1777- 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esq'.,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
PhUadelphia. 


Thomas  Savadgb  to  Council,  17TT. 

.    Phihdelphia,  Jany.  18, 1777.    ' 

Qent}emen,  ^ 

The  present  state  of  the  Pennsylyania  saltworltB  is,  that  on  or 
about  the  28  of  Deoember  last,  CoW  John  Morris  of  the  Jersey 
B^al  Volunteers  came  with  a  party  of  his  men  to  Toms  River 
Bridge  by  order  of  Lord  Howe,  as  he  himself  infbrmcd  me  with, 
orders  to  destroy  the  sah  works ;  T  had  some  intelligenco  a  few  days  of 
their  desine  and  resolved  to  stay  at  the  works  and  endeavour  by 
s^nne  means  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  works,  accordingly 
when  I  beard  the  Colonel  &  his  party  where  at  the  river,  thought 
it  best  to  go  to  him  and  know  the  truth  of  it,  when  I  was  introduced 
to  him  he  fold  me  he  had  positive  orders  from  Lord  How  to  destroy 
them  but  by  informing  him  y*  were  not  altogether  publick  property 
aud  that  I  had  a  concern  therein,  he  politely  told  me  he  would  not 
destroy  them  or  send  any  of  his  party  there,  but  that  I  must  go  on 
no  farther  at  the  present,  two  days  afterwards  two  Noted  Tories, 
John  Williams,  &  Joseph  Allen,  by  names  came^with  orders  from 
Qovemor  Skinner  to  seize  the  works  for  the  Kings  use,  accordin^y 
one  of  them  came  to  the  works  the  day  following  and  put  K  for  the 
broad  B  on  each  of  the  buildings,  and  went  away,  giving  me  strict 
orders  to  make  out  an  Inventory  of  every  thing  belongiDg  to  Ae 
works,  and  furnish  him  with  it  the  Monday  following,  but  on  Monday 
noming  they  decamped  in  haste  and  I  have  seen  no  more  of  them 
sinee.  My  people  all  left  me  at  the  time  of  their  comeing  to  the 
river  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  collect  them  together  siuee,  by 
reason  ef  having  nothing  but  eontiuental  money  to  pay  them  with 
they  where  chiefly  poor  men  with  large  fitmilies  that  must  have  their; 
wages  every  Saturday  and  informed  me  they  cannot  buy  provisions 
for  their  Ihmilies  with  Continental  money,  consequently  cannot  work ' 
for  tte  except  I  eouid  get  other  money,  this  I  know  myself  that  I ' 
can  buy  pork  for  ^d.  old  money  and  Id,  continental,  wheat  6s.  tbe 
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old  &  8<.  oont'^  Bye  4<.  old,  5s.  continentaly  corn  8#.  6d.  old  5«.  oon- 
tinental^tir^  yetj  «wr  Ihft  ^U  «eH  at  siij  prm  ftr  .ooDtfDentol, 
therefore  if  it  be  oonyenient  to  this  Honb'*  board  to  give  me  an  order 
for  £vo  kundred  poands,  old  qponey,  it  will  enable  me  to  carrj  on 
the  work  with  much  greater  advantage  than  I  otherwise  can^  lU 
will  also  be  neceesarv  that  I  have  protection  from  General  Putnam 
for  the  people  I  employ,  for  I  utyjerstand  he  has  given  orders  for  all 
the  Maliticia  to  be  immeadiately  called  and  those  that  will  not  turn 
ont  must  go  to  goal;  which  will  prevent  my  getine  any  men  at  ^11. 
Likewise  am  informed  that  at  New  York,  Lord  Howe  has  a  galley 
nearly  completed  that  carries  a  Brass  18  p*^  in  her  bow  &  a  12  p''  in 
her  stem,  with  a  number  swivels,  cohorns,  &c.,  and  is  intended  to  Jay 
in  Toms  river  and  Barnygat  Inlet  and  in  consequence  will  destroy  the 
works  if  not  'prevented  by  some  Vessells  of  the  same  kind  being; 
stationed  in  y«  Bay.  I  am^  gentlemen  with  due  respeot| 
Your  most  Humble  servant 

THOMAS  BAVADQE, 
To  Hon^^'  the  Council  of  safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 


Lord  Sminre  to  CotrNoiL  of  Safbtt,  1777. 

Janr.,  18, 1776  * 
Qenf, 

General  Johnston  from  Maryland  informs  he  Expects  1800  of 
Militia  of  that  State  will  be  in  town  in  a  day  or  two ;  by  Monday, 
he  thinks,  lOOO  of  them  at  least  will  be  ready  to  march  for  Tren- 
ton. He  expected  to  have  armed  these  Troops  with  arms  left 
by  the  Maryland  troops,  from  the  flying  Camp,  in  youf  Oif^ 
He  understands  they  were  sent  by  your  Older  to  Fff pcb  Cjc^k 
Factory  to  be  repaired;  he  would  be  Glad  to  Know  wether  they 
are  repaired,  and  be  put  in  a  way  to  set  1500  of  them  as  aoon  as 
poemble,  as  nothing  Else  will  retard  ikeir  march  immediately. 

I  am  your  most 

OV  8et»*,  - 
STIRLING. 

To  the  Conncil  of  Safety.  I 

*  Indorsed  1777.  .    r 
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Ghh,  Putnam  to  Couhcil  of  Safety,  1777. 

Princeton,  21*  Jan'y,  1777. 
O^entlemen : 

Gapt.  Echard  and  Capt.  Fisher  of  Berks  Connty,  have  just  in- 
formed me  that  their  Companies  have  runaway  to  a  man,  ezoept  a 
Lieut.  &  Sergt.,  &  a  Drum. 

I  hope,  Gentlemen,  no  Pains  or  Cost  will  be  spared  to  apprehend 
these  Men  and  bring  them  baok  to  their  Duty.  I  think  it  is  of  the 
last  Importance  that  this  spirit  of  Desertion  should  be  crushed  in 
its  Infancy,  &  the  Militia  taught  that  there  is  a  Power  that  can  & 
will  detain  them.  I  wish  as  Part  of  their  Punishment  they  might 
be  obliged  to  remain  in  the  Service  for  several  Months,  or  even  till 
next  Fall.  Unless  timely  Severity  is  used,  we  shall  in  a  few  Days 
have  not  a  Man  of  the  militia  left. 

A  foraging  Party  of  the  Enemy  of  about  1000  Men,  came  yester- 
day as  far  as  Somerset  Court  House  with  100  Waggons  A  4  field 
Pieces.  They  collected  6  or  700  Head  of  Cattle,  had  plundered 
Fowls,  Hams,  Butter,  Cheese,  &c.,  &c.,  when  a  small  Party  of  the 
Jersey  militia  posted  near  that  place  attacked  them,  and  obliged 
them  to  give  Way.  But  this  small  Body  could  not  oppose  the 
Enemy's  Artillery.  However  they  were  most  seasonably  reinforced 
to  the  amount  of  about  400,  renewed  the  attack,  put  them  to  flight, 
retook  the  whole  of  their  Plunder,  with  about  50  Waggons  &  100 
hor^s^  many  of  them  English,  and  eight  Prisoners.  We  had  three 
men  killed  and  several  Wounded.  The  Enemy  left  no  dead. 
I  am,  (xentlemen,  with  the 

Utmost  Esteem,  your 

most  ob*  Serv* 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 
Dmctedf 

'  To  The  Hon«»  The  Council  of  Safety,  Phllad\ 


IsSS^m  PiKTABD  TO  COUNCIL  OP  SAFETY,  1777. 

Baskenridge,  21-*  Jan*',  1777. 
Deae  Sir : 

I  got  here  Sunday  Evening,  and  yesterday  waited  on  General 
Washington  with  yonr  letter  &  that  of  Mr.  Morris's.  I  was  very 
Politely  received  by  His  Excellency  &  favoured  with  a  letter  to 
Qenenu  How  on  the  Subject  with  which  I  purpose  to  go  in  to- 
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iMvrew;    A«  sooa  w  in  sy  pow«r  will  aMse  yoi  tk  ima  ilMieof 
ai  the  meantime. 

I  am  nnoerelj 

jour  very  Ham.  Serv*, 

LEWIS  PINTAAD. 
IHr0eted. 

Thomas  Wharton^  Jan';  lBaq%  Preaident  of  tbe  Oonnea  of  Safeiyj 
Philadelphia. 


Col,  Biodls  to  CouNCfiL  op  Safbtt,  1777. 

Colonel  Biddle  wfdta  on  the  Hon'ble  Coonoil  of  Safety  from  the 
Hon*  Robt.  Morris,  Esq.,  &  Major  General  Gates,  to  aeqnaint  them  ' 
that  a  great  number  of  Militia  of  Maryland  &  Continental  Troops 
have  arrived  in  this  City,  many  of  whom  have  not  had  the  Small 
Poz,  and  are  detained  in  Town  for  want  of  Arms  &  Acoontrements, 
which  oannot  be  repaired  &  proTided,  as  the  Citisens  are  in  ^at 
numbers  now  honorably  employed  at  Camp  in  the  Jerseys ;  bat  the 
forwarding  the  Troops  now  here,  who  are  mnoh  alarmed  at  tbeif 

Etay,  and  the  great  Fatigue  oar  City  Militia  have  suffered  in  their 
kte  honorable  service,  with  the  Consideration  of  tbe  manifold  ad*, 
vantages  they  may  now  be  of  at  homo  in  equiping  the  other  Forcei^ 
has  indooed  them  to  submit  to  the  Hbnorable  Council  whether  i^ 
woald  not  be  most  for  the  good  of  the  Service  for  them  to  write  to 
His  Excellency,  General  Washington,  to  request  him  to  dismiss  the 
City  Militia  to  return  home,  &  to  desire  that  their  Arms  and  Ac* 
eoutrements  may  be  left  at  Camp  to  supply  the  Troops  who  may 
arrive  there,  and  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Militia  who  have  their 
own  Arms  &  Accoutrements,  be  paid  for  or  have  them  replaced. 

Cooncil  Chamberi  Jan.  21^  1777. 


Jmbph  PjiffKiLL,  A.  C.  &.y  TO  CovvoiL  09  Savbtt,  1777j 

York  Town,  21st  January,  1777.    ' 
Sir,  ' 

We  ware  in  snob  a  afcraiige  Stale  with  Bespeot  to  Oovennesty  ibair 
I  am  mneh  a*  a  loss  to  know  wheve  to  apply  with  Propdely  to  hanrai 
a  atop  pat  to  m  growing  publio  Evil ;  but  when  1  addasss  mynif  tor 
the  President  of  the  Goimoil  of  Safety  I  presume  I  am  in  n*  Bsngsi 
9f.goi]tg  Itf  wxong.  : ....  J 


^m  PBSnffiTLYABRUL  AXmSYEB^lTTl. 

:  Alfbo ^ tf »if  cwttol It¥e  by  Btead altme/'>il Ilook ^ponrrBimi 
to  be  absolately  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  Axmy ;  the  kai 
Crops  of  Wbeat  have  been  very  abort  and  light  compared  with  what 
have  nsQally  been«-the  great  Demand  for  Liquors  has  induced  the 
country  People  to  distil  large  Quantities  of  Wheat  into  Whisky, 
and  thia  appears  to  Hoa  to  be  increasing  so  rapidly  that  I  think  it  my 
Duty  to  inform  you  of  it  that  it  may  be  thrown  into  the  proper  Okui^ 
^  fyf  t3onai4eriUioil» 
.  I  am.  Sir, 

With  great  Respect, 
Your  H'H  fierv*, 

JOS.  PENNELL,  A.  Q.  M. 

Directed. 

On  public  Service, 

.  The  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun^,  Esquire,  Philaddphia. 


CoLLiaE,  &c.,  OF  Philadelphia  to  CounoiL)  1777* 

To  the  Hoh^^  Ooutt^I  of  Safety-^ 

The  Application  of  the  Faculty  of  Masters,  in  Behalf  of  tho 
Colle^y  Academy  &  Charitable  School  of  Philadelphia — 

Qentlemen, 

.  The  IntemiptioDS  which  we  have  mot  with  in  the  important 
Baaiqesa  of  Education  committed  to  our  Charge,  compel  xm  onoo 
more  to  make  our  earnest  Application  to  you  for  Kelief.  Thia 
Seminary  was  founded,  &  baa  been  hitherto  supported  (with  scarce 
any  pubUo  Assistance)  by  the  private  Benefactions  of  the  Oeneroua 
Friends  of  Literature,  from  various  Parts  of  this  Continent,  as  well 
as  from  G.  Britain  &  Ireland.  *  It  can  boast  of  having  raised  up 
Numbers  of  Youth  who  now,  in  the  Day  of  Trial,  fill  many  of  the 
Highest  Offices  Rdigums  &  Civile  ad  well  as  Military;  and  whO| 

S*  their  public  Spirit  &  distinguished  Abilities,  do  Honor  to  their 
iin^jA  the  Ptaoe  of  their  J&luoation»  .  Th/iea  CdbBideratiima)  «4 
humbly  hope,  should  entitle  us  to  that  Protection,  and  those  Ezemp- 
tiont,  which  in  all  civilized  States,  are  given  to  such  Institutional 
unless  in  Cases  of  the  most  clear  and  urgent  Necessity. 

But  we  have  to  complain  that,  as  if  it  were  intended  particuldrly 
tb  distkMs  VB,  oontrafy  to  the  Qennnd  Orders  respecting  Scboob  and 
Blaoas  of  Wonbip ;  and  witiioat  any  Necessity  which  we  conld  aaej 
lakhoiit  amy  written  Authority,  without  giving  ua  %  oKiilient'a  pmK 
wpaJIoiftce  to  jsmove  Booka,  Papers  or  Fumitare,  or  even  albwing 
Time  to  send  for  the  Keys,  the  I)oors  of  the  Schoohi>  LeataM  BxMniy 
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md  €TeD  Bed  Booms  bftve  been  forced  open  by  some  Tiolent  young 
Men  calOtvg  themsehree  Depatiee  of  tbe  Bamok  Haste;  and  some 
Hundreds  of  Soldiers  quartered  upon  the  College  at  a  Time,  who 
have  burnt  our  Wood  and  dene  other  Damage,  when  we  have  offered 
to  'shew,  and  have  actually  shewn,  Empty  Houses,  where  they  could 
haye  been  far  better  accommodated.  This  has  been  repeated  tipoti 
us  three  or  Tour  !nmes  within  so  many  Weeks,  so  that  before  wo 
•Mid  well  clear  away  the  Dirt  md  Filth  left  by  one  Set  of  Soldiers^ 
sjid  meet  again  in  our  Places,  another  Set  has  been  fbroed  upon  us; 
owing  to  whioh,  we  have  scarce  yet  been  able  to  oolleet  together  « 
third  Part  of  the  former  Number  of  our  Youth  :  And  uoless  we  cam 
be  placed  upon  some  more  certain  Footing,  the  Schools  must  either 
be  wholly  broken  up,  or  removed  to  some  other  Place. 

This  is  a  matter  of  very  serious  Concern  to  us,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  present  Set  of  Youth,  who  may  be  thereby  deprived  of  tbeit 
Opportunity  of  Education,  but  on  our  own  Accounts  also,  whoso 
Livings  depend  on  the  Execution  of  our  Duty^  and  cannot  expect  to 
be  supported  without  Service  done. 

We  are  perswaded  that  none  who  know  us,  or  the  Odntleoiett 
concerned  m  the  TruH  of  this  Seminary,  will  think  thafc  these 
Complaints  are  groundless,  or  proceed  from  any  Desire  to  retard  tho 
necessary  public  Service.  We  only  Pray  that  we  may  not  be  par* 
tictUarly  duiressed',  that  if  any  Emergency  shall  arise,  when  we 
cannot  have  that  Exemption  which  is  due  to  Seminaries  of  Religion 
and  Learning,,  you  younielves  will  judge  of  that  Emeigenoy,  without 
leaving  us  every  Moment  at  the  arbitrary  Disposal  of  any  Officers 
under  you,  or  their  Deputies  j  That  when  any  Reouisition  is  to  be 
made,  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  us  timely  Notice,  laying  no  greater 
Burthen  upon  us  than  upon  other  Places  in  Proportion ;  considering 
the  College  &  its  different  Schools  and  Houses,  to  be  duly  inhabited 
and  furnished  in  the  same  Manner  as  other  Houses  afo,  aeootdin^ 
to  the  Porposes  for  which  it  was  intended  and  erected.  We  request 
your  ^edy  Consideration  of  the  PremiseS|  and  are  with  du^ 
mspeoty 

Gentlemen^ 

Your  most  obedient  Humble 
Servants, 

WILLIAM  SMITff. 
FRANCIS  ALISON. 
JAS.  DAVIDSON. 
JAMES  CANNON. 

College  of  Philada.,  January  28d,  1777. 

P.  S.  We  are  now  actually  ineommoded  with  about  liO  Soldierly 
our  .Yard  cronded  with  Horses  &  Waggons,  the  Charity  Schools  dia» 
turbed,  &  the  Schoolmistress  forced  out  of  her  Lodging  Rooms. 
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LvwxB  Nicola  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1777* 

January  28d,  1777. 
Sir, 

'  Oftp*  Barrett  ci  the  City  Gnards  has  made  a  demand  of  £S  for  m 
jdram  for  the  use  of  the  Southern  distriot,  and  also  11  shil.  k  6  peiH» 
for  a  new  head  to  it,  the  first  article  he  has  a  right  to  hat  the  second 
apfwars  to  me  unreasonable,  as  I  cannot  find  out  how  a  new  dmm 
abat  has  been  yerj  little  used  should  require  a  new  head  in  lesa 
iban  6  weeks,  therefore  informed  him  I  could  not  allow  it  without 
an  order.  I  shall  he  obliged  to  yon  if  you  will  apply  to  the  Counoil 
for  oorae  money  to  pay  for  the  drum  and  other  oontingenoies.   I  Km, 

Your  most  ohed't  Serv*t, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

«    To  the  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safe^. 


Thos.  Casdobp  to  Council,  1777. 

Philada.,  24  January,  1777 
To  the  Honourable  ) 
Council  of  Safety. ) 
Gentlemen : 

When  I  was  at  Ticondcroga  last  Summer  building  Oallies :  I  have 
the  Honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  invented  a  New  model  of  SwItoU 
Skids  for  Gun  Carriages,  which  was  handed  to  General  Arnold  for 
his  Approbation,  and  was  approved  off,  which  General  Gates  and 
most  of  his  officers  can  inform  jou  off.  And  as  I  am  Certain  that 
the  Invention  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  Publick,  Shall  be  glad  to 
hand  ii  to  my  fellow  Citizens,  not  to  have  a  Patent,  but  to  serve  my 
Country.  My  request  to  your  Honourable  Board  is,  that  I  may 
have  the  Liberty  of  Altering  one  of  the  Gallics  Skids,  the  expense 
is  So  Trifling,  that  Should  it  not  be  approv'd  off,  I  will  replace  it  at 
my  own  expence,  as  I  am  well  Assured  the  Invention  will  meet  with 
your  Approbation.  Should  your  Honourable  Board  want  a  farther 
pxplanation  I  will  at  any  time  wait  on  you.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with 
lAm  Greatest  Eespect,  your' very  Ham^<«  Servant, 

THOS.  CASDORP. 
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Col.  Jomr  Buil  to  ComsmiL,  17T7. 

Sir, 

Wo  have  lefb  the  Gonnoil  without  any  Infltrtt^tiofos  ait41fr«t&er 

Cr  aM  te  hate  tmj  or  Who  shall  giTo  them,  OoDgiMs^  OoiuoQ  of 
leiy,  or  Assembly  I  will  not  andertake  to  saj,  but  when  I  waited 
mpon  Mr.  Eobert  Morris,  he  laforncd  me  that  thej  Had  wrote  Ul 
fo  CoDgreiSy  and  that  if  anj  answer  arrivd  In  time  it  ^mghi  to  b^ 
sefiA  forward  to  Eastown.*  I  take  the  Liberty  of  Oomnrasioadng  • 
few  hints  whioh  I  think  ought  to  be  attended  to  unless  we  are  li^ 
ftmeted  to  the  Contrary.  If  we  find  them  well  Disposed,  shatt 
ISodeaTOur  to  CnltiYate  a  good  understanding  with  th«B|  and  Likeo 
wise  Lay  the  Ground  work  of  a  Greater  Treaty  next  Sammer  airaek 
time  and  Place  as  may  Suit  them  bestj  I  think  under  our  Ciroum- 
atanees  Something  Bestowed  in  that  way  to  Continue  the  friendship 
of  the  Indians  may  be  of  infinite  advantage  under  our,  present 
atruggle,  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  Neeesary  to  assure  them  of  oat 
own  Sufficienoy  and  Strength  in  GarryiUff  oif  the  Wit  agsftnsl  Dnr 
Knemies,  how  farr  it  will  bo  Prudent  or  Practicable  to  Explain  th( 
Cause  thereof  I  have  as  yet  not  fully  Deliberated  upon. 
I  ami  Sir,  with  Due  Respect,  your 

verry  Hu'ble  Servt, 

JOnSr  BULL. 
Norriton,  Jan'y  26, 1777,  8  o'clock  A.  M. 

JHrecfedy 

To  The  Hon^  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Presd^  GounoH  of  Safety. 


O&BBBS,  Lewis  Kioola  to  Col.  MELgfiSR,  1777« 

^  January  26^1, 1777.  . 

The  Barrack  master  general's  deputys  are  daily  to  ^isit  all  houses 
in  which  troopa  are  quartered,  and  report  to  the  general  any  damage 
dofie  thereto,  &  by  what  corps  occupied. 

The  Barrack  master  general  is  to  have  every  house  occupied  t(y 
troops,  that  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  quartered  in  the  eityj 
'eleanfed  as  often  as  such  troops  march  out. 

By  General  Mifflin's  order. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  1^ 
Directed f 

Coll.  Melcher. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XL  p.  98. 
9* 


Chrisxn.  WiRTZy  T.  H.  TO  GavMiL  ov  Savbtt« 

Lancaster^  27th  January,  1777» 
.   Thomas  WbartoB,  Esq': 

Sir,  I  am  Sorry  that  I  am  oUig*  to  trouble  yon  with  the  prMeitt^' 
Imt  at  it  ir  ooeanooed  by  my  forgetfulness,  I  hope  youll  ezouae  me. 
The  preBsiog  demand  for  Salt  in  this  place,  obliges  me  to  apply  Uf 
you  for  a  supply  of  that  Article  at  present.  The  prisoners  have  na^t 
aone  sinoe  the  came  here,  and  what  Ib  far  worse,  The  Militia  who 
are  daily  Marching  thro'  this  place  cannot  be  suppl'  with  the  Smallest 
^oantiiy;  aoircumslance  that  occasions  great  Complaints.  I  hope 
you'll  take  some  method  to  remedy  this  grioTance  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  with  much  respect. 

Sir,  Your  Most  obed*  humble  Servant, 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  Town  Major. 
Directed, 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jn*^,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety^ 
Philadelphia. 


John  Peoctor,  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

Carlisle,  Janury  ye  27%  1777. 
.  Dear  Sir: 

1  am  one  My  Martch  with  a  party  of  Melisha  from  the  County  of 
Westemoreland,  of  the  first  Batallion,  of  about  240 ;  we  are  like  to 
be  Scarse  of  Cash,  and  will  not  be  able  to  Retch  JPhiladelphia  with 
out  a  Suplay^  and  hawve  Dispatched  the  Bairor,  Lent-  Coll-  Archa- 
beld  Leehry  to  your  Honourable  Bord,  and  I  hope  you  will  Send  by 
Him  the  Sum  whitch  you  may  think  Nesery.  Vitlin  is  Very  hlffh. 
and  Hard  to  be  got.  J     «  • 

I  am.  Sir, 

youre  Very  Humble  Serv*,""     « 
JOHN  PBOCT9R.* 

•    On  the  Service  of  the  United  States.    To  the  Preaedant  rf  Coun- 
ceal  in  PliUadelphia. 

by  favour  Sent  ^ 

^olln.  Lachry.  ) 

*Seo  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI,  p..  110.  y 
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Catu  Jxa  BucL  to  CamcdL  cur  fiAnrz.  1771. 

Sir: 

We  are  Just  ftrrived  at  Eastown,  where  we  fonnd  aboat  the  sane; 
Kmher  of  Indiena  we  expectedf  aod  Tolerably  well  Dinoaed,  tho' 
much  io  want  of  almost  Every  Neoeasary,  one  article  In  Farticalar,^ 
V'tMLf  about  fifteen  Camp  Kettles,  not  of  the  largest  Siae ;  the 
Bearer  of  this  Comes  Express  withuiwo  Horses  On  Purpose  to  bring 
them  up.  Please  to  Let  Mr.  Howel  Dispatch  him  Immediately,  as 
it  will  be  absolately  Necessary  they  should  be  here  before  we  make^ 
a  DtftributiaB  of  t^e  .flooda.  We  this  morning  heard  by  a  Oent* 
from  head  quarters,  which  he  Left  Two  Days  ago,  that  Forts  Inde^ 

Gmdanoe  and  Washington,  are  Bealy  taken.    If  you  baye  anything. 
eWj  Pray  send  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Due  Respeoti 
your  Hubl.  Seryt, 

JN-BIJLL.. 

Bastown^  Janry.  28, 1777,  9  aCloek,  A.  M. 

N.  B.  Please  to  Send  the  Medals  whioh  Mr.  Syng  promised  to 
Send  to  the  Council,  if  they  are  Come  to  hand,— if  not,  send  the 
Messenger  without  them,  as  they  are  not  of  so  much  Consequence'. 

J.  B. 

Dvreded^ 

To  The  Hon>  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Presidt.  of  y*  Council  of 
Safety. 


I 
Thos.  Halb  to  Counck.  op  Sapew,  1777, 

Morris  Town,  Jan^  28, 1777.    \ 
Genttemen : 

Two  or  three  Day  ago  I  ieoeved  a  hint  firom  Oap^  Cotnii  thaA  *# 
Draoghfe  of  the  5i  In<£  Howetss.  that  are  in  this  plaoe  would  ha  at 
sendee,  aa  there  was  an  intention  of  Casting  some  of  the  Same  earfc 
in  Philadelphia.  I  haye  with  some  dtfksulty  been  able  to  proeims 
Instroments  to  make  a  rough  Thouh  a  True  Deaught  of  ena  oft 
them,  which  I  herewith  send.  Should  it  be  of  any  aeryiee  'tie  welV 
if  net  I  am  content,  and  remain  your  most  t 

Obedient  ft  Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  HALE. 
pirecUd. 
IbTheHoBonrable^OoonidlofSi^etyofPensylyaiiia.  . 


mt        FSBTNflzinriinuL  ABCiuyuB:in7: 

Maj.  JEvNtoir  WiujAKS  !C0  Cdunon^  ot  £iib3S^  1777. 

Philadelphia^  January  28**,  ITFT. 

By  the  Promotion  or  appointment  of  Doetor  Reiger  in  llie  Oontf* 
Bontal  8er?ioe,  onr  Regiment  is  without  a  Surgeon. 

Doctor  John  Davis  who  was  Surgeon  to  the  1*^  Bfttalion  and  takea 
Prisoner  with  Colonel  Miles,  is  now  ezehang'd,  and  informs  me  by 
his  Letter  just  eome  to  Hand;  that  he  prefers  entering  the  same 
Corps  to  any  other. 

His  Character  is  exceeding  fliir^  and  his  Conduct  while  with  ih& 
Begiment  universally  approved  of;  and  I  dare  venture  to  say,  hitf 
appointment  in  that  Corps  will  give  great  saiialketion. 
I  am  Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Servant. 

ENNION  WILLIAMS, 
JHreeied/ 
To  Th<^  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Council:  ef  Safety.  ^ 


Jambs  Bbad  to  Samubl  Mobbis,  1777. 

DeaxSir, 

As  you  have  muoh  at  Heart  the  Happiness  of  this  Country,  and 
have  taken  a  very  active  Part  in  the  glorious  opposition  the  United 
States  of  America  are  giving  to  the  Ki^g  and  Pajriiament  of  Great 
Sritain,  Who  have  long  been  devising  Schemes  for  our  Ruin,  and 
are  in  actual  Rebellion  against  the  natural  Rights  of  Mankind,  I 
take-  the  Freedom  to  suggest  to  you  that,  the  more  e£fectually  to 
maintain  the  present  prevailing  Zeal  of  this  and  other  Countieir 
disfcaat  Iroai  the  City,  ft  will  be  proper  at  all  Times  to  spread 
amottg-  uaae  muoh  as  poesible  all  tha  Resolves  and  Ordere  whielft 
Hm  Ctongress  or  our  honmiible  Council  of  Safety  publish  in  tha  City, 
wbA  I  eaoDot  bat,  wi«h  Sorrow,  observe  that  ws  hardly  ever  see  anyi 
id  them.  I  know  of  but  two  Copies  of  the  Resolves  lelating  to  th« 
Qontinantal  Correm^^  mad&  so  long  siaoe  as  the  first  (I  think,)  ef 
this  month,  that  have  reach'd  tbos  far  is  the  Coijiutiy }  so  that  Ou« 
Inhabitants  are  ignorant  of  them.  I  have  seen  but  one  of  the  Let- 
tersof  the  Council  relative  to  the  kind  Treatment  of  the  Hessians — 
and  that  was  shewn  me  by  a  Grentleman  from  Lancaster,  who,  when 
he  left  Reading,  took  it  away  with  Jiim.  As  the  Country  are  gene- 
rally irritated  againet  them,  I  ba«  that  seme  of  than  wha  desert 


mad  oome  this  way,  (as  4  of  the  Waldeoken  did  last  week^)  may  be 
maltreated." 

I  should  heartily  be  pleased  to  see  the  Crisis  published  in  the 
Oenoan  lAngtu^g^  aacU  distributed,  with  several  other  valoable 
pieces  which  have  been  pablish'd  in  Philad*.  They  would  be  of  wl$ 
to  prevent  the  evil  Influence  wl^ich  the  Arts  of  our  intestine  ensures 
Ikiight  otherwise  have.  Too,  too  many  vile  FalseJlioods  are  circulate^ 
among  the  Farmers.  Our  Committee  are  come  to  a  solemn  Determi- 
nation to  punish  every  Offender  of  what  Rank  soever  he  may  be,  and 
without  any  Regard  to  his  Con necf ions,  which  latter  Consideration 
has  hitherto  prevented  some  Enquiries. 

'  I  wish  we  had  a  Post-rider  to  come  weekly  from  the  City ;  the 
Service  it  wou'd  be  of  to  the  I'ublic  would  very  fully  aJiswer  the 
Ezpenoe. 

I  am  obUged  to  wtiia  in  great  Haste,  or  I  should  mention  some 
othjsr  matters  worthy  Consideration /which  I  will  not  fail  to  write 
about  in  a  few  Days.     I  heartily  wish  you  a  pleasant  Journey. 
I  am  Sir, 

Tmf  Qbediest  Ude.  Serv*, 

JAMES  READ. 

Reading,  January  28, 1777.- 
Directed^ 

To  Samuel  Morris,  Esquire^  Captain  of  Light  Horse. 


JqVR  Ha^^WOOB  to    CoUKOJtL  09  SAVSITy  1777* 

For  Tha  Hon*^  Counde  of  Safety. 
Oendemen, 

As  its  now  time,  for  us  to  be  Imployd  In  prepearing  and  geting 
in  Order  our  6re  fleet  and  armed  Boats,  to  be  as  Earley  as  possible 
fit  for  action,  Thought  Proper  to  lay  before  you  our  wants  lor  That 
pun>os,  Vis*.  ;•— 

'  For  the  appointment  of  two  Cap**  for  two  armd  boats.  The  one 
that  Came  upp  from  the  CapeS)  tb^  Other  now  allmost  Built.  I 
whould  wish  To  Recommend  my  son,  Thomas  Haselwood,  for  one, 
and  M'  Brown,  Leiutaent  of  the  fire  Brig,  For  the  Other.  &  I 
whould  wish  to  haVe  an  order  On  ih'  Towers  for  what  we  may  want 
for  the  making  Fals  fires,  Sky  Rocketts,  &  some  Port  fires,  as  night 
Signales  for  otir  fleet,  &  an  order  on  Mr.  Richards  for  what  we  may 
whaat  at  Urn. 

I  am,  Qetf  ■,  your 

Very  Hum**  Srv*, 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 
Jan'y  29**,  1777. 


an        iwnsszLYAm±  AMBHiTBa  vnri 

OoL.  Melohss  to  Council  &o.,  1777. 

Philada  81  Jan.  1777. 

I  Sent  M'  Shaffer  &  M'  Faal^orias  to  view  the  Bwldxngt  at  the  air 
ftirnace,  Agreeable  to  M'  Rittenhoase's  desire,  they  are  of  opintoa 
that  they  may  be  very  easily  fitted  to  acoommodate  ab<  one  hundred 
&  twenty  Men — they  likewise  seenM'  Steinmetz's  houses  which  will 
eontain  about  seventy  Men,  they  may  be  finished  in  less  than  a  fort- 
nighty  M'  Steinmeta  expects  to  receive  forty  two  pounds  p  ann.  for 
the  whole.  I  wait  your  orders  for  my  Government, 
and  am  with  much  Respect 

Gent,  your  mott  Obd.  Serv* 

ISAAC  MELCHER. 
DirectX. 
•    To  The  H'ble  OottUMl  of  Safety  p'seat. 


(Sent. 

My  fitther  is  about  to  Erect  a  Nail  factory  about  a  Mile  from  this 
City  w^  will  be  of  publick  utility  &  perhaps  may  merit  your  sanotion, 
will  he  be  permitted  to  Employ  such  of  the  Hessian  Prisonera  aa 
may  be  iaolined  to  work  f  I  ahall  be  moch  oUig^d  if  yott'd  -be  pleased 
to  oonanlt  the  H'ble  Council  on  that  head. 

I  am  Gknt. 
Tour  most  Ob'd  Serv* 

ISAAC  MELCHEB. 
birtcUd^ 
To  the  H'ble  Thomas  Wharton  &  Owen  Biddle^  Ssqn. 


Obdbrs,  Gbn,  Gates,  177T- 

Jany.  31, 1777. 

It  is  General  Gates's  orders  that  Col.  Meloher  appoints  a  jwoper 
person  to  quarter  the  Troops  that  are  to  March  to  Germantown,  and 
also  a  proper  person  at  each  of  the  three  Ferries  of  which  a  list  has 
been  given  to  Col.  Melcher  each  of  which  persons  is  to  shew  the  fol- 
lowing order  to  the  officer  Commanding  every  Regiment)  Company 
or  detachment  passing  the  ferries. 


.  BitQaMnl  Otttt'^  ofd«a  thai  oooi  of  tteTio«r»oou]ag  from 
Harjlaod  or  Virgioia  into  the  City  of  Philada.  to  avrnd  the  ShmII 
pox,  with  which  Beveial  penona  aio  attacked,  but  march  directlj  to 
OezmaQtowiu 

L.  NICOLA  T.M. 


Majob  Pboctoe  to  CouHcii.  ov  Safrt  177T. 

MorristowQ;  Jantiary  81"*  1777. 
Sir, 

By  some  conTeyimee  yoo  will  reeeiTo  a  letter  from  haaBzilelleDoy 
Gen.  WaehingtoD,  reepecting  a  draft  of  Sixty  men  from  the  Artillery 
of  your  Statis  to  be  aent  as  speedy  as  possible  to  Head  Qaarters  at 
Morristown  to  supply  the  Vacaocy's  made  by  the  Militia  Artilleiji, 
whose  cannon  for  the  want  of  men  are  almost  useless.  Moreover  the 
Artillery  men  from  the  Northerin  department  will  continue  no  longei. 
ftan  12^  February  next,  that  I  concieve  there  is  the  greatest  n^oes- 
sity  for  your  sending  such  number  of  men  as  can  be  spared  fbr  a 
season  from  your  service,  to  be  sent  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Lt.  Courtney,  Lieut.  Earns  taking  charge  of  the  residue  of  the  men 
tiut  may  remain  and  if  necessity  require  bur  places  be  supplied  by 
Coll.  Mifflin,  ftc,  untill  you  may  think  proper  to  remand  us  back' 
again. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Honours  Sergeant  Robert  M* 
Gonnd  whome  I  referred  for  your  gift  of  Lieu^  in  a  former  letter  thv 
place  being  still  vacantj^  hope  he  may  be  thought  worthy,  and  can* 
assure  you^  his  usual  manner  is  Soldierly,  and  has  <the  approbation 
of  the  Core  of  Officers.  Yesterday  Sundry  deserters  from  the  Artil- 
lery made  their  elopement  under  the  Sanction  of  their  times  of  En« 
listment  being  expired,  and  beiug  discharged  by  his  Excellency,  the 
latfer  proved  to  be  false,  and  to  the  former  some  exceptions*  They 
are  suspected  of  having  efu)h  stole  a  Horse ;  as  such  a  number  of 
Horses  were  taken  out  of  the  Commissary'  General's  stable  the  same 
night  they  went  away,  hope  you'l  Issue  a  process  aeainst  such  persona 
as  hereafter  mentioned  to  be  confined,  as  their  V  illany  is  too  con- 
spicions  to  be  deny'd,  Viz :  Geo.  May  Twice  broke  for  refusing  to  go 
on  oommand^  to  Fort  Montgomery,  and  Trenton,  when  legally  sum- 
moned and  now  most  assuredly  Expects  a  Commission  under  your 
honours,  the  others  are  Pharker  M^'Pherson,  James  Wilkins,  Henry 
Suitor,  Thomas  Dobson  Isaac  Spaford,  Deserters  in  the  Artillery/ 
sod  Army,  in  General  are  so  prevalent  thalb  the  weUlkre  of  the  States 
$re  Indangered,  this  day  made  an  Example  ai  a  Deserter  and  theif 
by  giving  him  800  lashes  and  Drum'd  him  out  with  halter  aboat  hm 
ieek  in  preienoe  of  Nombers  of  Soldiers. 


SM        TXsssiurunA  iSGHiiris  1777.  • 

:  IghodibeyfOttitokiiowyoilriAeHRiirwilhmiBaipnft^ 

<-  I  remftitt  j«  most 

humble  Servant. 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 
This  day  Colonel  Bnrknar^  ifl  under  trjal  for  supos'd  Cowardiie 
in  a  late  aetion  near  Ambois.  . 

Dtrectedf 
To  theXShidrmaii  in  CoRinaL 


COL.  JosN  Bull  to  Oounoil  ov  Sahttt,  1777. 

[Easlon]  Jaargl,  1777. 

.  The  Delegates  from  Congress  Colls.  Taylor  &  Walton  ariv'd  on 
Wensday  y  29*'  $ndL  yesterday  y  30»»»  we  opened  the  Treaty,  Whei^ 
the  Indians  Delivr'd  Two  Strings;  Three  Belts  and  about  half  theii, 
I'alk  They  having  Three  belts  more  to  deliver  this  Day^  the  Indian^ 
seem  to  be  Inclind  to  act  the  wise  Part,  with  Respect  to  the  present 
Dispute  if  they  are  to  be  relied  on  they  mean  to  be  Neuter,  we  have 
ahready  Learnt  their  good  Intentions  &  Great  EzpectaUons  in  Ren 
oeiving  Presents.  However  I  think  we  have  full  as  much  with  usi 
ao  will  satiflfv  them,  we  have  not  a  word  of  news  here,  more  Soldiers 
Retarning  irom,  than  there  are  going  ,to  the  Gamp,  I  hope  that  'm 
4ot  the  case  in  Philada. 

,         I  am  Sir  with 

Gomp*  to  my  Brethren 

your  Hnbl.  Sen^ 

JNO.  BULL, 
directed. 
To  the  Hon'  Tho^  Wharton  Esq.,  Presid*  Council  of  Safety. 


Gisnl.  Putnam  to  Council  of  SAPjeir^  1777. 

Princeton,  3 1-*  Jan^,  1777. 
Oentlemen, 

I  shall  this  Day  forward  to  yon  15  Prisoners  taken  by  diffBiviil^ 
Soonting  Parties,  and  several  Deserters.  We  have  no  News  since  1 
hat  vrole  yon.  The  Militia  of  your  State  are  all  reiuming.  No 
Arguments  can  prevail  on  them  to  stay  Day  bejond  their  6.  Weete' 


jraMNSTLTAHiA  AxoBivBB  rrrr.         SM 


Hk^  Aftin  of  lioninoiitb  wmt  m  mom  ttiUmMt  AiqpMi  The 
People  of  that  Coanty  willy  I  am  io  hopes,  return  again  to  tMr 
Dutj.  Col.  Fonnan  ia  sent  there  to  oommand  and  pat  them  in  a 
pioper  state  of  Defeoee. 

The  exorbitant  Prioes  of  every  Neeeaaary  Oonvenienoe  of  Life 
at  Philad%  are  (if  I  am  rightly  informed),  diaoonradnff,  diatreamng^ 
and  traly  alanning.  The  Condoot  of  the  New  England  OoTon^ 
mentSy  in  this  Particular,  I  think  really  landable,  and  exemplary. 
They  have  (by  Oommitftee  from  the  different  Statea)  fixed  the  Pvieea 
of  every  Artiole  and  employment,  even  to  the  Barbers,  wbioh  I  Bov 
recoUeot  ie  3'  p.  Man,  and  other  Things  proportionably  reasonable. 
This,  Gentlemen,  appears  to  me  a  Matter  of  vaat  Importanee,  aa 
BQoh  I  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  most  serious  Consideration^ 
and  doobt  not  the  Measures  whioh  your  Wisdom  shall  point  oul, 
will  be  anoh  as  oar  present  Neeessitiea  xequiie  and  the  Ciienmstaneee 
of  the  Times  will  admit. 

lata,  Gentlemen, 

with  the  atmott  Esteem, 

Your  meet  ob*  servS 

ISBABL  PUTNAM. 

P.  8.  Dan  Carroll  and  W"  Hervey,  two  Deserters  from  the  32* 
Seg«,  are  Trades  Men,  and  would  be  glad  of  employ.  Ton  will 
please  to  notice  them. 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 
Ptrectedy 

To  The  Hon"*  Thc^  Wharton,  Esq'  Pres*  of  y*  Council  of 
Safety,  Phihid\ 


RBCRurrraa  Instructions  por  Capt.  Isaac  Corbn,  Di- 
rector OF  thb  Laboratory  for  thb  United  States. 

Ton  are  hereby  authorized  to  Inlist  in  any  of  the  United  Btatetf 
of  America,  all  such  able  Bodied  men  as  are  willing  to  Enter  into  the 
Service  and  pay  of  the  States,  being  under  the  Charactor  of  a 
Soldier  being  within  the  Descriptions,  and  upon  Directions  hereafter 
annexed,  viz :  First,  you  ure  not  to  Inlist  none.but  Freemea  above 
the  age  of  seventeen,  and  under  that  of  fifty,  of  sufficient  stature  & 
ability  of  body  to  Disehat^  all  the  offices  of  a  privato  Soldier,  to 
be  free  from  Lameness,  or  other  Bodily  Infirmities  that  may  Render 
them  Inoapable  of  Supporting  the  fatigues  of  a  Camp.  Seoondly, 
you  are  not  to  Enlist  any  Deserter  from  the  army  of  the  King  ef 
Great  Britain,  or  any  .person  of  Disaffeoted  or  Sospieioua  prinoi<it 
lies,  with  Regard  to  the  American  Cause.  Thirdly,  you  aro  t(» 
Eeliat  to  Setve^  daring  the  present  War  with  Great  Britain  or,  Fed 
thipe  years^  unless  soonner  disduirged  by  peeper  authonty*  VimlUifi 


Skiery  8oMt«r  SiiliMd  iis  «o«n  m  may  b6)  lo  be  eDgtged'beliM  floma 
peftoe  officer,  Judge  odfooatd,  or  some  of  his  DeputieB,  ftgreefeUe  to 
4be  sMMion  of  th«  «rttelo  of  War.  Efory  penon  so  enga^  to  bo 
mastered  before  the  master  master  General,  or  some  of  his  Deputies 
if  they  are  Within  a  reasonable  distance,  if  not,  befoi!e  Some  Major 
^noral,  Brigadier  ColS  Oommanding  a  Brfifade ;  a  surgeon  to  b6 
yresent;  «U  the  Charge  and  Expences  for  Every  Soldier  Enlisted^ 
that  may  not  pass  Master  for  defects  pointed  ont  in  these  lastroo- 
tioos;  shall  be  paid  by  the  officer  that  engaged  them ;  yon  are  hereby 
Mthorifeed  and  employed  to  give  as  a  reward  and  promise  in  behalf 
of  the  pnblio  service,  said  engagement,  to  every  noncomniissioneA 
officer  &  soldier  that  shall  Enlist  over  and  above  the  pay  of  the  Gon- 
Isnental  Artillery,  and  provision  allready  allowed,  that  they  shall 
Aece&ve  a  Bounty  of  Twenty  Dollars  k  a  suit  of  €loathes^  th« 
Otoatbes  to  be  giyen  annually  as  long  as  they  Continue  in  the 
Service,  &.at  the  End  of  three  years,  or  the  End  of  the  War,  Er&rf 
private  or  noncommissioned  officer  that  Oompleats  Ihs  Service 
agreeable  to  his  engagement,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Hundred  acres 
of  Land.  Those '  that  ]Die  or  are  Kill«^  in  the  Service,  their  Legal 
Bepresentatives  are  to  be  Intitled  to  the  Same  as  a  further  Encour- 
agement. You  are  hereby  authoriaed  to  promise  that  all  that  are 
nnfortunatelj^  maimed  in  the  Service,  and  rendered  in  the  Servioo 
Incapable  of  Getidg  a  Support,  Shall  Receive  half  pay  During  their 
natural  LifeS;  agreeable  to  the  Besolve  of  Congress  in  that  Case 
made  and  provided,  and  as  a  further  Encouragement  to  the  Soldieiv 
to  be  Enlisted  as  Laboratory-men,  you  may  promise  the  privates  one 
Dollar  per  *m6nth,  over  and  above  the  provision  already  made,  an4 
to  the  Sergeants  two  Dollars  ^  month,  and  to  the  Bombadiers  & 
Corporals  one  Dollar  &  i  ^  nxontb,  the  above  aditional  pay  is  only 
to  Continue  while  they  are  Employed  in  the  Laboratory. 

BENJAfL0W£B,g9m8'ryM.M.    ^ 

Philadelphia,  Feb»^  !•«,  1777. 

Agreeable  to  the  Instructions  from  his  Excellency  Gen*  Wash- 


Cheistiajbi  .Wibtz,  T.  M.,  to  Couuoit,  1777. 

Lancaster,  1*^  Febi^,  1777. 
Thos.  Wharton,  Esq^,  Sir, 

It  gi^es  me  real  uneasiness  that  I  deem  it  my  indispen^iible  duty 
fo  trouble  you  with  my  own  Sentiments,  relative  to  an  Affair  which, 
appean  to  me  to  be  of  the  utmost  utili^  in  this  place.  From  the 
tisry  oonsidorable  quantity  of  Gunpowder  resposited  here  (which  not 
kes  than  19  Tuns  and  more  expeoted  daily)  I  think  it  would  be 
alkidhitely  necessary,  as.  well  for  the  PuUisk  aaHsty,  aa  ttol  of  tto 


BINN8n.TAIIIA  ABGHIVBS  1777;  tit 


4iMmHioB/f0  lam  'it  pnfpmhhtpKam  entUA  M  tie  PHrpdse  of 
eontainini;  Public  Stores  of  all  kinds,  especiallj  as  ilrere  is  n* 
bnikliiig  kero  at  present  proper  for  Ihaft  purpose.  Bbould  this  pro- 
posal meet  with  joar  Af^robatioo,  I  conoeivse  it  srould  be  proper  *• 
begin  to  provide  neeessarj  Materials  for  that  Pvrpese  before  the 
SfMisott  of  Beilding  begiu^  whioh  I  shall  take  proper  oate  to  see 
peff>med  in  tiw  best  Manner  mj  Abilitjrs  will  Admit  of.  I  hope 
you'll  favonr  ma  watb  an  Answer  as  soon  as  PossiUe^  aosd  am  with 
ine  Aespeot^ 

[  Sir^  yonr  most 

Obed't  8erv*t, 

CHRISTIAN  WIBTZ,  Major. 
Powder         '\  Neoessary  for  this  State,  ought  to  be  thought  of 
Magazine  &  y     immediately,  as  the  House  now  rented  for  that 
Stores,  3      purpose  id  full. 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.;  Philadelphia,  at  Council  Safety. 


J.  "Habsaall  to  Maj.  Eimioii  Williams,  1T7T. 

Chatham,  Feb  !•*,  1777. 
Six, 

My  so  long  defering  writing  to  yon  was  sometimes  for  want  of  an 
opportunity,  and  when  that  offer'd  bad  not  any  paper.     I  ehaii  imk 

£'  ro  you  a  brief  aoo^  of  our  proeeedings  sinoe  yon  left  vs.  A  few 
ye  after  we  axriv'd  at  this  place,,  a  party  of  our  Beg^  was  ordered 
out  on  a  scout  with  Col.  Weine,  who  met  with  a  party  of  the  plnfih 
darer^  had  a  small  skirmish  with  them,  in  which  we  lest  Serj^  Wea- 
ver. Soon  after  a  lai^  i>arty  was  ordered  out;  MeaB'«  Robb, 
Bnelder^ik  myself  was  in  the  number,  the  whole  was  oommandfld 

by  Col.  B ^r,  from  Virginia,  a  man  who  has  distinguished  hiiA* 

self  H^r,  I  was  gtxbg  to  say  oowardioe,  bnt  shall  only  impute  it  to 
hia  weakly  eeDititndon  not  agreeing  with  the  smdl  of  sulphur  \  bwi 
to  give  you  a  more  particular  aoc*.  of  the  matter,  our  body  eoosisted 
of  about  300  men,  (officers  included,}  who  met  with  upwards  of 
Double  the  number,  near  Bountn  Town,  we  were  posted  in  a  very 
advantageous  piece  of  ground,  with  a  great  plenty  of  Timber,  the 
Enetny  weise  in  the  open  field  with  two  field  pieces,  but  were  twice 
repuls'd  as  they  attempted  to  gain  the  woods,  after  fightfeg  Ddat 
hsif  ioi  hour  We  wet4  ebHged  to  retreitt,  and  to  the  gnia^  sor prase  of 
every  one,  without  the  loss  either  of  one  men  er  blood,  except  om 
cowardly  fellow  who  was  much  confns'd  in  running  off,  ran  into  a 
briar  bush  which  scratched  his  hand  that  the  blood  appeared.    Our 
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Col.  hamffet  took  can  to  pndi  off  at  tha  tet  IKrs  in  oider  to  wnUk 
a  safe  retreat. 

It  is  said  the  Enemy  had  that  day  kill'd  ^  wounded  upwards  of 
saveaQry  many  of  which  were  officers  of  distinction. 

Mr.  Hnfner  is  just  arrived  with  seventeen  men,  which  if  Mho 
those  hwetofbre,  will  be  only  an  additional  trouble  to  us,  as  they 
are  much  dissatisfied,  some  wanting  money,  Ac.  I  shon'd  be  glad 
how  soon  some  more  of  the  offioers,  or  the  whole  Beg*  was  ordered 
here,  or  were  called  to  Philad*,  many  indeed  has  gone  wit^KNit  mj 
leave. 

You'l  Please  S'  give  my  compliments  to 
Gentlemen,  the  officers  of  our  Corps, 
except  Mr.  Uobb's  &  Soiergen's  Complim^. 
believe  me  to  be  Dea'  S', 
your  most  Obed't 

H'ble  Serv*t, 

J.  HAR8HALL. 
Directed, 

To  Major  Enion  Williams,  in  the  Pennv  Rifle  Keg*,  Philadelphia. 


Maj.  Bunion  Willums  to  Council,  1777- 

PhUadelphia,  February  4*^,  1777. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  General  Washington's  Instruction  to  me,  there  are 
a  Number  of  the  officers  sent  on  the  Recruiting  Servioe,  and  oUiera 
$n  collecting  the  Btraglers  and  Deserters  from  the  Regiment. 

Philadelphia  is  appointed  the  Place  of  Rendevoua,  and  I  have 
given  such  other  Directions  as  appear'd  to  me  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Raiment 

Captain  Farmer  is  the  next  officer  in  Rank,  and  is  leooveied  so 
much  as  to  attend  to  the  Care  of  the  Regiment  Captain  Anderson, 
Oapt.  Garret,  and  several  Subaltern  oncers  snftciBnt  to  attend  to 
the  Duty  here,  are  now  in  the  City. 

The  several  Promotions  above  me  renders  my  Station  no  longer 
honorable,  I  therefore  request  that  the  Council  will  accept  of  jbjt 
Commission  which  is  here  inclosed. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  Bsteem, 

your  very  humble  Serv*t, 

BNNION  WILLIAMa* 
Directed. 

Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Honorable  the  Cotu^ 
eil  of  Safety  in  Pennsylvania. 

*  His  rwigaation  accepted,  and  Lewis  Fanner  appointed  to  soeoeed  hin 
Feb.  6th.    Cor.  Bee.  Vol  XL  p.  116. 
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sas. 


-    BZPBKSJBS  OP  THE  COMMITTllB  OF  SaWTT,  1?76, 
The  Committee  of  Safetjv 

DcAl  177a 

12,  Dinner,  .  .  £1  10  0 
Wiae,  .  .  15  0 
Tnnch&Beer,  •            5  6 

13,  Dinner,  .  110  0 
Wine,  •.  .  15  0 
Punch  &  Porter,  .            5  6 

14,  Dinner,  .  1  lO 
Wine,  .  .  15 
Panch,         •  5 

15,  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  .  15 
Pnnch  &  Beer,  .            8 

16,  Dinner,  •  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  .  15 
Punch  &  Beer,  5 
Supper,  .14 
Wine,           ...  15 

17,  Dinner.         .  .      1  10 
Wine,  ..126 
Toddy  &  Beer,  .             4  6 

18,  Dinner,        .    '  .       1  10 
Wine,  15 
Beer,  16 
Coffee,  10  6 

19,  Dinner,  .      1  10 
Wine,  .12  6 
Toddy  &  Beer,  .             8  6 

20,  Dinner,  .       1  10 
Wine, ,         .  .12  6 
Toddy,  Porter,  Beer,         5 

21,  Dinner,-       ..  .       1  10 
Wine,    .      .  .12  6 
Toddy,  Porter  &  Beer,  1    6  6 

22, Dinner,.       ..  .       1  10  6 

Wine,          .  .            7  6 

Toddy* Beer,  .            8  6 

23,  Dinner,.  .  .110 
Wine,  .  15 
Porter,  8 

24,  Dinner,.  .  .110 
Wioe,  .  ,  15 
Porter,         .  .            8 

25,  Dinner,  .      1  10 
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Wine, 

.      12  6 

Porter, 

8 

Coflee,          , . 

10  6^ 

26,  Dinner, 

1  10 

Wine, 

15 

Porter, 

8 

27,  Dinner, 

1  10    ' 

Wine, 

12  6 

Toddy  ft  Beer,     . 

8  6 

Coffee, 

•10  6 

Ohina  Broke,  • 

20 

28,  Dinner, 

1  10 

Wine, 

16 

Porter  &  Beer, 

46 

29,  Dinner, 

1  10    • 

80,  Dinner,  - 

1  10 

Toddy, 

2  6 

Wine, 

.      1  10 

Porter  &  Beer,     . 

4  6 

31,  Dinner, 

1  10 

Wine, 

12  0 

Porter  &  Beer,      . 

.4  6 

Jan.  1, 1777. 

Dinner, 

1  10 

Wine, 

12  6 

Porter, 

8 

2,   Dinner,  • 

1  10 

Wiie,    .      .        , 

1    29 

Porter  &  Toddy,   . 

5  6 

8,  Dinner, 

1  10 

Wile,    .      . . 

1  2  0: 

Porter  &  Toddy,   . 

8 

Coffev, 

u 

4,   Dinner, . 

1  w: 

Wine, 

12  6 

Porter  &  Toddy,   . 

6 

5,   Dinner, . 

1  10    ' 

WiAe, 

7  6- 

Porter  &  Toddy, 

6  6 

6,   Dinner, 

1  10 

Wine, 

15 

Porter  A  Toddy,  . 

8 

<3oflfee. 

12    - 

7,   Dinner, 

I  10 

211 
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7,  Wme,  •  .  .  15 
Porter  &  Toddy,    ,     •       5  6 

8,  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,           .        .  15 

.  Toddy  Beer  &  Porter,  7 
Coffee,   ...       .  9 

9,  Dinner,.  .,  .  1  10 
Wine,  ....  15 
Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,  7 
Coffee,   .       . .       .  4  6 

10,  Dinner,.       ..              1  10 
•     Wi»e,    ...  15 

Toddy  Porter  &  Be«r,       7 
.     Qoffee,   ....  46 

11,  Dinner,.  .  1  10 
Wile,  .  •,  .  15 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       7  6 

•   Coffee,   .      *         .  4  6 

12,*Dintier,  .       . .       .       1  10 

'Wiiie,  ' ,       . .       .  15 
,     Porter  &  Beet,      .  7  6 


The  Porj»r'B  Dinner ") 


1    6 


/   26  Days, 

Gla^s  Broke, 
18,  Dinner,  .      1  10 

.    Wine,    ...  15 

Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,        7 

14,  Dinner, 1  10 

Wite,    ,  .      1  17  6 

Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,       7 
Toddy,  ....  26 

16,  Dinner,  .      .  .      .      1  10 
.     Wine,    ...  76 

To<My  Porter  A  Beer,       7 

16,  Dinner,        .        .    .  1  10 

Wine,    ...  76 

3V)ddy  Porter  &  Beer,       T 

17,'DinHer, .      .  .      .       1  10 

•    Wiie, 1  10 

Toddy  Pprtoe  &  Beer,       7  6 

18,  Dii«ier, .      . .  1  10 
Wine,    .      .         .1 

.    Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       7  6 

19,  Dinner,  .      .  .      .      1  10 
Wine,    .       . .       .1 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       9  6 

20,  Dinner,  .       1  !• 
Witto,  1 
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20,  Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,    "    7 

21,  Dialer,.  „  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  .  15 
Toddy  Porter  &  Bee*,        7 

22,  Dinner,.      ..      .      1  10 
Wine,    ...       .1 
Toddy  Px>rt€^  &  Beer,       7 
Sanigre, .       . .       .  11' 

28,  Dinner, .       . .       .       1  10 
Wine,    ...      1 
Toddy  Porter  A  Be?p,       7     - 

24,  Dinner, .       . .       .       1  10 
Wine,    ....       1 
Toddy  Px)rter  A  Be^,  12 

25,  Dinner, .  .  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  •  .  1  10 
Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,  7 

27,  Dinner,  .      .         .       1  10 
Wine,    .      .         •       1 
Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,  7 

28,  Dinner,  .      .  .       .       1  10 
Wine,          . .      .      1 
Toddy  Px)rtcr  A  Beer,       7 

2  6|29,  Dinner,  .      .         .      1  10 
Wite,    .     '..       ..1 
Toddy  Porter  ft  Beer,       7 
Pheason  3eer  A  Cheese,    6 

30,  Dinner,  .  .  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  . .  .  8  10 
Toddy  Pjorter  ft  Beer,  »  10 

31,  Dinner,  .  ..  1  10 
Wine,  ...  10 
Toddy  Px>rter  ft  Beer,       7 

1,  Dinner, ....  12    . 
Wine,           .        •  10 
Toddy  ABlte%  8  6 

2,  Dinner, 1  10     : 

Wine,    .       .         .1 
Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,       7 

8,   Dinner, .       . .      .      1  10     : 
Wine,    ....       1 
Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,       7 

4,   Dinner, .      . .      .      1  10    .! 

Wine,    ....  10 
Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,       7 


j^i^2  la. 


VSWiJhYAmK  ABCHITI8  ITTT.  SIfl: 

Obi^sb  to  Col.  MBKWOLy  1T77 

In  CounoU  of  Sftfety,  Feb'  7*  1777- 
Sr, 

You  are  bereby  direct^  to  StttonsiQ  tba  Houms  in  ibis  City  & 
liberties  oocnpied  as  Barracks  &  Clear  as  many  of  them  as  possible 
by  removing  the  Soldiers  whera  thay  are  but  few  &  collecting  them 
so  as  to  keep  those  Houses  that  are  still  retained  as  Barracks  proper* 
ly  fill'd.  It  is  particnlariy  desired  by  this  Oonncil  that  you  remoTe 
the  fev  that  are  in  Mr.  Wisharts  House  &  get  proper  persons  to  ez- 
aminb  the  Damages  done,  that  it  may  be  paid,  &  in  general  whencTer 
you  give  np  a  Uouse  you  are  to  have  it  clean'd  &  restore  it  to  th» 
Proprietor  thereof  in  deoent.good  order. 

Direeitd. 
a\>  Got.  Melchev. 


Gbn.  Putnam  to  Council,  1777. 

Princeton,  Peb^  8«,  1777 
Gentlemen, 

Nothing  extraordinary  has  happened  sines  my  laa^-«-His  BxeallMh! 
cy  still  remains  at  Morris  Town^  Gen'l.  Warner  at  Bound  Brook  & 
Oen'I.  Dickrason  atSomeisaty  have  sentnnder  guard  of  Major  Yanse's 
men  — r*  prisoners  who  were  left  here,  as  tenders  on  the  Sick  & 
Wounded;  belonging  to  the  British  Army. 

I  am  Gentlemen  your 

Hum*  Sert*. 
ISRAEL  PUTNAM.    . 

Directed. 
To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Safety,  Philada. 


J)ASh.  Putnam  aid  to  Gibn,  P.^  1777. 

PrinocAon,  Feb.  8, 1777.    » 

Corpoml  Gibson,  W-  Hamilton,  W^  Taylor,  &  Robert  Henderson,^ 

bvf «J^n Jeft^tere  to  take  eare  of  the siek  &  wounded,  ft  hatebeha^ 
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Y6d  themselves  yerj  orderly  &  sober,  I  do  therefore  recommend  thai 
they  may  have  ^eir  libev^  &  not  be  pat  in  dose  eotfinement. 

DANIEL  PUTNAM. 
Aid  de  Camp,  to 

GEN.  PUTNAM. 
Directed. 
To  the  Oommandiog  officer  of  the  Prison. 


James  Searlb  to  Bob.  Mobris,  1777. 

Bristol^  Thursday  Eveuing, 
6  o'clock. 
My  1>  Sir, 

I  have  jast  reached  this  place  from  the  sea  side  wch  I  left  two 
Hours  later  than  the  Express  of  yesterday  by  whom  I  had  the  plea- 
sure to  write  you.  At  2  o'clock  yesterday  the  whole  Fket^  oonaatiliflr 
of  something  under  one  hundred  Sail,  altered  their  course,  wind  stiU 
at  N.  West,  &  stood  to  the  eastward  with  a  fresh  breese  &  by  3  o'clock, 
at  which  time  I  left  the  shoar,  they  were  nearly  all  under  the  Horison 
For  some  time  after  they  came  round  the  hook  they  stood  to  the 
southward  &  coutinued  that  course  till  after  the  Express  went  off. 
Two  of  their  convoy  (Frigates)  continued  standing  to  the  southward 
after  the  Fleet  had  Chang'd  their  course  but  I  soon  found  they  were 
standing  out  to  speak  an  inward  bound  Frigate,  from  the  southward. 
I  do  not  know  but  this  intelligence  may  be  of  importance  and  haye 
tbereforo  sent  a  man  express  with  it. 

I  am,  my  ]>  Sir, 
Tour  affeo^  &  Beyoted  Friend,  Ac. 
JAMES  SSABLE. 
Directed* 

On  Continental  Seryioe,  Bob^  Morris,  Esq'.,  Philadelphia. 
^  Express. 

Indorsed, — Mr.  Bradford  is  requested  to  send  this  letter  imme- 
diately to  Mr.  Morris.    J.  Searle,  Bristol,  half  after  six. 


ThOS.  SAVADaK  TO  COUNCIL,  1777. 

Pennsylyania  Salt  worksj  Feb.  10, 1777. 
Sir, 

You  will  please  to  lay  the  enclosed  before  the  Hon^^'  Council  and 
assist  M*"  Salter  the  bearer  hereof  in  getting  such  things  as  they 
order,  in  particular  dont  fail  sending  the  stoye  pipes,  there  being 
Borne  of  the  Militia  here  and  no  conyeniences  for  them  but  in  tfae 
atoyes,  the.  medicine  chest  ia  as  necessary  an  article  ap  anything  £90 
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if  an  J  of  ilMse  people  should  be  vounded  there  is  no  Boeior  in  lees 
ilinn  thirty  milee,  therefore  shonld  be  glad  to  be  provided  a  emali 
nnfnii  eheet  If  the  Coonoil  thinks  proper. 

I  remain  with  dne  respect^ 
Tear  Hb««  Ser^. 

THOS.  SAVADQE- 
Direetedy 

To  Jaoob  Howell,  Esq',  Seot^  to  the  Hon.  Council  of  Safety  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Thos-  Savadqb  to  Council  of  Sapbty,  1777. 

Pensylvania  Saltworks^  Feb.  10, 1777. 
GentP, 

On  Monday,  the  27**'  of  last  month,  a  small  Sloop  or  tender  eame 
into  this  inlett,  Maned  Chiefly  by  Tories,  Who  Went  on  board  a  sloop 
belonging  to  M'  James  Randolph  &  Others,  with  intent  to  take  her 
Ont ;  but  not  being  able  to  accomplish  that,  plandered  her  of  What 
they  Could  and  went  off  on  seeing  a  small  party  of  Militia  coming 
down  from  the  head  of  the  river,  who  happened  to  get  intelligence 
of  their  beins  in;  their  bnisness,  I  am  informed,  was  to  cary  Ont 
the  Sloop,  and  a  prise  schooner  that  has  lain  here  some  time,  and  I 
apprehend  belongs  to  Congress  in  part,  (but  am  not  certun  in  that 
point)  then  to  destroy  these  Works,  Which  it  seems  they  are  deter- 
mined  to  Do  if  possible. 

On  Monday,  the  Z^  inst.  they  came  asain ;  went  to  M'  BandolpVs 
house,  took  the  schooner's  Sails  and  rigging,  Carrved  it  on  board, 
and  attempted  on  Tuesday  morning,  to  carry  her  Off;  but  running 
her  aground  Opposite  these  Works,  left  her  and  went  on  board  M' 
Bandolph's  Sloop  &  Stripped  her  of  her  sails  &  riging  and  what 
more  v*  could  take  in  their  boats  and  stood  out  to  sea ;  there  being 
a  small  party  of  Militia  at  these  works  at  the  same  time,  and  another 
party  on  good  luck  point  which  is  near  Were  Mr.  Randolph's  Sloop 
lay,  and  who,  in  my  opinion,  might  have  taken  the  Tories  and  Sloop 
had  there  been  either  good  Officers  or  Men  :  but  the  Militia  of  this 
part  of  the  Country  are  by  no  means  Caloulated  for  the  defence 
thereof;  for  more  thftn  half  of  them  are  Tories,  and  the  xetffe  bat 
little  better. 

I  am  of  Opinion  that  if  this  part  of  the  Country  is  to  be  defended 
it  must  be  by  Continental  troops,  who  know  their  duty,  or  Militia  ef 
another  State :  also  one  or  two  Gallys  to  protect  this  and  the  Neigbr 
bouring  inletts.  I  am  in  expectation  of  another  Yissett  from  thenii 
being  informed  that  Colonel  Morris  is  preparing  a  strong  party  to 
Come  by  land,  &  at  the  Same  time  two  Tenders  or  a  Galley  are  to 
Vol.  v.— 10 
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eoroe  into  the  inlett.  If  this  be  trae,  the  Works  are  gone  and  every 
thiog  else  they  please ;  for  the  people  here  Will  Chiefly  take  part 
With  them  as  soon  as  there  Appears  a  Sufficient  number  to  repel 
the  few  Militia  that  there  is  any  dependence  on.  If  troops  are  sta- 
tioned here,  there  must  be  barracks  built  for  their  AccomodatioUi 
there  not  being  room  in  the  Works  for  them  Without  the  Greatest 
inconvenience ;  or  inhabitants  in  the  Neighbourhood  to  Billet  them 
on.  Whatever  Accomodations  May  be  thought  proper  to'  be  pro- 
vided for  them,  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  My  power  to  forward, 
Agreable  to  the  Instructions  I  receive,  in  the  best  Manner  I  can. 
I  find  it  Very  difficult  getting  My  people  together ;  some  are  gone 
to  the  regulars^  &  Some  hid  &  run  away ;  others  joined  their  respeo- 
tive  Companies  of  Militia,  and  on  duty.  I  have  got  Gen.  Putnam's 
protection  for  them,  &  shall  Make  Use  of  it  the  best  manner  I  can, 
and  do  6very  thing  in  My  power  to  Carry  the  Works  into  ezeoution 
as  Soon  as  possible ;  but  the  season  is  much  Against  me.  Provisions 
his  Scarce  to  be  had  Without  Old  Money ;  then  I  could  find  enough 
Beef  I  can  set  none,  yet  have  got  but  ISOOSb  of  pork^  that  at  5*  dont 
know  that  I  oan  get  any  more. 

I  have  Sent  M»  W-  Salter,  the  bearer  hereof,  With  a  Wagon  for 
the  following  Articles,  Which  I  much  Want  and  cannot  be  With* 
out :  One  doz^  Blankets,  there  being  None  to  be  had  in  this  part  of 
the  Country ;  one  barrell  of  rum,  a  good  Spy  Glass,  a  Small  Medi- 
cine Chest,  With  salves  &c.,  and  the  Stove  pipes.  M'  Howell  knows 
of  the  rest  of  his  load  he  Will  have  ready  at  my  house.  Pleaae  to 
Order  him  dispatched  as  soon  as  possible,  he  being  hired  by  the  day, 
and  Some  of  the  Articles  he  is  to  bring  Very  Much  Wanted. 

I  remain,  Gen"", 

Your  Most  HumV«  Ser^*, 

THO-  SAVAD6E.*  . 
Directed^ 

To  The  Hon.  Coundl  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


David  Potter  to  thk  Council  oj  Safety,  1777. 
Bariton,  near  MiUston^  11th  Febr'y.,  1777. 

This  Serves  to  inform  you,  ^  Orders  from  General  DiokiBsoD,  itt 
wkeee  Brigade  I  am,  to  forward  me  ^  the  Bearer,  Constant  Smith, 
9ofty  Stand  of  Arras  and  Acoontriments  as  ^  Inventory  Inclosed, 
•e  the  Men  are  now  here  who  aie  to  Stand  till  the  first  of  April^ 
Seg  the  Bearer  to  be  dispatoh'd  as  Soon  as  possable.    The  Qen^  ht$ 

*  See  Colon.  Eeo.  Vol.  XL,  p.  120. 
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Likewise  Sent  ^  S'd  CooTejanee  10  gnnsy  which  he  reqaetta  nay  be 
Seat  to  the  Armon  to  be  repaird^ 

and  am^  with  due  respect^  Sin, 

Your  Very  Humb'  Ber?* 

DAV*  POTTER. 
40  Qunn  &  Bayonets. 
80  Catarage  Boxes. 

Direciedf 
To  The  Honoanble.  the  Coancill  of  Saifty  in  Philadelphia. 
yCoDstant) 
SffliULj 


John  Hakcock  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Baltimore,  11**  Febr^^  1777. 
OeDtlemeii : 

The  Bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Dickinson,  is  the  Owner  of  the  Waggon 
snpplied  Gapt.  Casdrop  for  the  purpose  of  transport*  the  money 
ordered  to  yon  by  Congress.  His  waggon  was  Returned,  &  to  this 
Bay  no  notice  is  taken  of  him,  or  any  Directions  reo'd  as  to  the 
Discharge  of  the  hire.     I  Beg  to  call  yo'  attention  to  him,  and  that 

Jon  will  please  to  order  him  paym^     I  now  have  his  Waggon  in 
!aipIoy^  bnt  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  it,  as  the  paym*  for  the  former 
hire  was  not  made.     These  Delays  prejudice  the  Service,  &  surely 
Cap'  Casdrop  ought  to  have  seen  the  waggon  properly  Discharged. 
I  am  with  Bespct,  Oen", 

Your  most  hum.  sv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 
Directed— 
To  the  Hon»  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylv*,  Philadel*. 


Ordbbs  to  City  Guakd,  1777. 

January  the  6%  1777.  - 
A  Seaijant,  1  Gorp^,  A  12  men  to  mount  guard  at  General 
Bwings  Quarters,  &  be  continued  till  fbnther  orders.  The  Northern 
ffistrict  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  SergS  1  Corp>,&  16  men  to  the  Bridge 
gaud,  1  Corp>  ft  3  men  to  the  Statehouse  Guard.  The  Southern 
Distriot  to  mount  6  at  the  Statehouse,  &  1  Serj<,  1  Corp^,  &  12  mei^ 
for  the  general's  guard. 
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Ckneral  Orders. 

The  Barrack  Master  Oen^  to  make  a  Daily  reinm  of  tie  Troops 
quartered  in  the  City  to  the  Town  Major,  with  the  place  where  the 
are  quartered,  who  is  atrickly  ordered  to  report  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  the  States  of  the  Rigement  present.  The  Commanding  Offi- 
cers of  the  Bigments  or  Companys  as  they  arrive  to  make  Returns 
of  the  Arms  that  may  he  Deficient,  &  prepare  their  Men  for  March- 
ing with  the  utmost  Deligence.  Each  Commanding  Officer  of  Rig- 
men  ts  or  Compa;nys  to  make  Daily  Returns  to  the  Brigade  Major, 
and  order  an  Officer  to  attend  at  head  Quarters  at  12  o'Olock  Daily, 
for  orders.  It  is  General  Ewings  orders  that  the  persons  employed 
hy  the  Barrack  Master  General  to  Quarter  troops  in  the  City  or 
Barracks,  be  each  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  above  orders,  which 
they  must  communicate  to  officers  commanding  every  party  thafc 
marches  in. 

January  the  7»,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  &  20  men  to  the  Bridge 
guard,  &  3  men  to  the  Statehouse  guard.  The  Southern  District  to 
furnish  1  Serj^  &  I  Corp^  to  the  Bridge  guard,  12  men  to  the  gene* 
rals  guard,  &  I  Corp^  &  6  men  to  the  Statehouse  guard. 

A  Corp^  &  4  men  to  mount  guard  at  Helseimer's  Tavern,  th^ 
upper  end  of  Market  Street  The  Southern  District  to  furnish  this 
guard  to  Day. 

January  the  8%  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Serj«  &  1  Corp*  to  the 
Bridge  Guard,  1  Serj^  1  Corp'  &,  12  men  to  the  General's  guard, 
9  men  to  the  Statehouse  guai^.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish 
16  men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  1  Corp'  to  the  Statehouse  guard^  &  1 
Corp'  &  4t  men  to  the  Forage  guard  at  Helseimers. 

January  the  9**,  1777- 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Serj',  1  Corp'  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  1  Corpi  ^  9  m^Q  ^  (^e  Statehouse  guard. 
The  Southern  District  1  Serj^,  1  Corp  &  12  men  to  the  Gen'*  guard. 

January  the  10**,  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  1  Serj*,  1  Corp'  and  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  &  9  men  to  the  Statehouse.    The  Southern 
District  to  furnish  1  Seij*,  1  Corp',  &  12  men  to  the  General's 
guard,  &  1  Corp'  &  9  men  to  the  Statehouse  guard. 

January  the  11%  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  ftimish  1  Sub.  to  the  Bridge  guard,  1 
Oorp'  &  12  men  to  the  Gen*"  guard,  &  1  Corp'  &  9  men  to  the 
Statehouse  guard.  The  Southern  District  to  fi&rnish  1  SeijS  1  Oorp^ 
b  16  men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  &  1  Serj*  to  the  General's  Guard. 

The  General  orders  that  ail  the  Troops  that  are  in  tlus  CitjTt 
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BogofatfB  M  well  M  Hiliiia,  prei>are  to  uaroh  ImmedeAtely  to  Bris* 
tol,  b  all  Officers  who  have  not  made  Betarns,  &  got  orden  for  tho 
nesseaaaries  for  their  men,  are  directed  to  apply  without  Delay.  The 
Barrack  Master  General  is  ordered  to  make  Begnlar  retnrns  to  the 
Town  Majori  who  is  Directed  to  make  regular  and  Daily  returns  to 
the  General.  The  Commanding  Officers  of  each  Battallion  or  Com- 
pany are  Directed  to  Parade  the  men  at  Head  Quarters  as  soon  as 
possible  in  order  to  march  of  their  men. 

January  the  12«*,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.^  1  SeijS  1  Corn^,  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  &  12  men  to  the  general's  gnard.  The 
Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Serj*  &  1  Corp^  to  the  General's  guard^ 
&  1  Gorp>  &  9  men  to  the  Statehouse. 

The  General  Orders  every  Officer  and  Soldier,  either  in  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  in  this  State,  or  Militia  (Coll.  Fleming's  Bigment 
excepted,)  now  in  this  Town,  to  Assemble  in  the  3arrack  Yard  To 
morrow  morning  at  10  o'Ciock,  with  their  Arms  &  Accoutrements, 
on  pain  of  being  severely  Punished  for  any  nefflect.  Coll.  Fleming's 
Begulars  is  to  parade  at  the  same  time  at  the  New  Market  on  Second 
Street,  South  £nd  of  this  City.  The  Troops  are  to  Draw  three  Days 
Provisions  To* morrow  morning,  which  is  to  be  Immediately  Cooked. 

January  the  18**,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  for  the  Bridge  guard, 
1  Serj*,  1  Corp*,  b  12  for  the  general's  guard,  &  1  Corp'  &  6  men 
for  the  Statehouse  guard.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish  to  fur- 
bish 1  Serj*,  1  Corpi,  ^  25  men  ^  i\^q  Bridge  guard,  and  8  men  to 
the  Statehouse.  The  General  guard  having  burned  half  a  cord  of 
wood  in  3  Days,  which  should  have  lasted  7,  Every  Officer,  SeijS  ox 
Corporal  who  commands  a  guard,  must  be  carfuU  that  no  Wood 
should  be  wasted  or  burned  beyond  that  shall  be  charged  to  their 
Account. 

When  any  Officer  confines  a  man  in  the  guard  room,  the  Officer 
of  the  guard  is  to  report  the  name  of  the  prisoner,  the  Company  he 
belongs  to,  &  his  crime  to  the  Town  Major  when  he  Dismounts  the 
guard ;  and  when  a  man  is  once  confined,  no  Officer  or  other  person 
is  to  release  the  prisoner  'but  by  order  of  the  Council  of  Safetyi 
General,  or  Town  Major. 

The  General  Orders  that  every  Officer  &  Soldier  either  in  thd 
Continental  Army  or  Militia  now  in  this  City,  to  Parade  to-morrow 
Morning  at  the  Barracks,  at  12  o'Clook,  with  all  their  Accoutre- 
ments and  Baggage,  with  three  Days'  Provisons  Ready  Cooked  that 
they  may  March  fmmeadiaetly. 

January  the  14»,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Seij*,  1  Corp>,  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  b  6  men  to  the  Statehouse.    The  Southern 
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Difttrici  to  fdrnisli  1  SerjS  1  Oorp>,  ft  12  men  to  Ite  general's  fpaaaei, 
ft  1  Corp*  &  8  men  to  the  Statehoase. 

JanuaiT  the  15%  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sab.  to  the  Bridge  guard,  & 
1  Corp'l  &  9  men  to  the  Statehouse  guard.     The  Southern  Diatriot 
to  furniah  1  Serj^^  1  Corp^^  &  lo  men  to  the  Bridge  guard. 

JanuMpy  the  16%  1777. 

Tho  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  SerjS  1  CorpS  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  Guard.  The  Southern  Diatriot|  1  Gorp'l  &  9  men 
to  the  Statehoase. 

All  the  Officers  &  men  of  the  City  guards  not  on  Duty  to  patade 
Under  the  market  house  at  two  o'Ciock,  in  order  to  attend  the 
Funeral  of  the  late  General  Mercer. 

All  the  Regular  Troops  &  Militia  in  the  City  to  parade  at  two 
o'clock  this  afternoon^  in  Walnut  street,  to  attend  the  Funeral. 

January  the  17%  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  to  the  bridge  gnard,  A 
1  Corp'l  &  9  men  to  the  Statehouse.    The  Southern  Diatriot  to  for- 
Biah  1  SeijS  1  Gorp'l;  &  16  men  to  the  Bridge. 

January  the  18**,  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  SeijS  1  Corp'l,  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard.   The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp'i 
&  9  men  to  the  Statehouse. 

January  the  19th,  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Serg*,  1  Corp^,  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  8£  5  men  to  the  Statehouse.    The  SouUi- 
em  District  to  furniah  4  men  to  the  Statehouse. 

January  the  20th,  1777. 
The  Northern  Diatriot  to  furnish  1  Sub.  to  the  Bridge  guard  &  1 
Oorp'  &  9  men  to  the  Statehouse  guard.    The  Southern  Diatriot  to 
furniah  one  Sefj*,  1  Corp^,  &  16  men  to  the  Bridge  guard. 

'    ^  January  the  2l8t,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Seij*,  1  Corp^,  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^ 
&  9  men  to  the  Statehouse.  » 

One  SerjV  1  Corp',  &  20  men  from  the  Southern  District,  to 
parade  at  the  new  Market  at  4  o'Clock  this  afternoon,  in  order  to 
mount  guard  under  the  command  of  Leu*  Bensioh,  at  the  Hospital. 

A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrow  morning  at  10  o'Ulock. 
in  the  Commanding  Officer's  house  in  the  Barracks,  for  the  Tryal  of 
such  Deeertera  as  are  in  Confinement. ' 

Coll.  Anthont  Moebzi);  IVeai. 
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Members. 

1  Gap^  DickiQSODy  of  1st  Virginia  Bait*. 

2  Cap'  Groghen,  of  1st  Virginia  Batt". 

8  Gap*  Williams,  of  2d  Pennsylvania  Bait 

4  Cap«  Massy,  of  6th  Virginia  Batt. 

5  Cap*  Hopkins,  of  Dtt*. 

6  Cap*  Davis,  of  9th  Pennsylvania. 

7  Cap*Bowen,  ofDtt*. 

8  Cap*  Henderson,  of  Dtt«. 

9  Gap*  M«Clellan,  of  Dtf. 

10  Cap*  Henderson,  of  11th  Ptt*. 

11  Cap*  Coat,  of  Dtf. 

12  Cap*  Dongkss,  of  Dtt*. 

All  Proeeeators  &  Witnesses  to  attend. 

January  the  22d,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Seij*,  1  Corp',  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  goard,  &  1  Corp>  &  9  men  to  the  Statchouse. 
The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Serj*,  1  Corp>,  &  20  men  to  the 
Infirmary  guard.  The  Frigate  guard  to  Consist  of  1  Snb.^  1  Serj*, 
1  Goip*,  &  9  men. 

The  Court  Martial  Ordered  to  sit  this  Day  is  ordered  to  sit  to« 
morrow  at  the  Hour  k  place  before  appointed. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  Corps  now  in  this  City  are  without 
Delay  to  order  a  Return  of  their  Sick  to  be  made  to  Doctor  SbippeUi 
Director  General  of  the  Military  Hospitals,  who  will  give  proper 
Directions  for  their  being  received  into  the  General  Hospitals. 

Bach  Oorps  quartered  in  this  City  is  to  send  an  orderly  Setjiint 
to  the  Town  Major's  Orderly  Room,  in  Norris's  Alley,  e^eij  Morn- 
ing at  eleven  o' Clock,  to  receive  Orders. 

January  the  28d,  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  mount  the  Bridge  guard  Daily,  and  tb4 
Southern  District  the  Infirmary  guard  Daily  till  further  Orders. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  a  Corporal  &  9  men  to  the  Stat^ 
hoQse.  The  Northern  District  to  furniah  1  Officer  this  Day  to  the 
Infirmary  guard* 

January  the  24th,  1777. 

One  Cap*,  2  Sub,  2  Serj*,  2  Corp*,  2  Drum",  &  50  men  from  the 
ganjaon  in  the  Barracks,  to  parade  at  the  City  Tavern  at  two 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  escort  the  funerals  of  the  late  Coll.  Hose* 
lett  &  Gap*  Morris.  The  rest  of  the  garrison  off  Duty  to  attend 
with  side  arms  only. 

Coll.  ^imtosXi     '\ 

Coll.  Irwin,         >     to  attend  as  bearers. 

CoXiL.  MoKsT,       J 

The  Southern  IMstrict  to  fcrnish  1  Gorp^  &  '9  men. 
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Janaary  the*25th,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  fdnuflh  1  Corp*  &  9  mea  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

January  the  26th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard . 

It  is  General  Mifflin's  orders  that  the  Officers  of  the  Different 
Corps  quartered  in  Private  houses  in  this  City  do  no  Damage  to  said 
Houses,  by  ohoping  wood  on  the  Floors,  or  otherwise^  as  such  Offi- 
cers will  be  made  answerable  for  all  Damages. 

The  Barrack  Master  general's  Deputys  are  Daily  to  visit  all 
Houses  in  which  troops  are  quartered,  and  report  to  the  General 
any  Damage  done  thereto^  &,  by  what  Corps  occupied. 

The  Barrack  Master  General  is  to  have  every  house  oeupied  by 
troops,  that  are  'now,  or  may  hereafter  be  quarter'd  in  the  Gitj, 
cleaned  as  often  as  such  troops  march  out. 

January  the  27th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  Guard. 

A  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrow  morning  at  10  o'Clook  in  the 
Courthouse,  for  the  Tryal  of  the  man  Confined  by  an  Officer  of  the 
Third  Battallion  of  Virginia  Regulars.  The  Middle  District  to  fur- 
nish  a  Captain  and  one  Subaltern,  the  Northern  District  2  Suhal- 
temsj  &  the  Southern  1  Subaltern. 

January  the  28th,  1777. 
The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  Guard. 

January  the  29th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

The  Corporals  of  all  the  Guards  are  to  be  very  attentive  that  all 
the  Sentries  they  post  are  perfectly  Sober,  &  if  they  find  any  <9en- 
Iries  they  relieve  Drunk,  they  must  confine  them  and  acquaint  the 
Officer  commanding  the  guard  thereof,  who  is  to  make  a  report  ta 
the  Town  Major,  that  the  Delinquent  may  be  punished. 

January  the  3t)th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

All  Officers  commanding  guards  are  to  obey  all  verbel  ordera 
from  proper  authority  Delivered  by  a  military  Officer,  but  if  the 
Officer  commanding  the  Guard  suspects  that  his  compliance  with 
such  orders  may  subject  him  to  future  censure,  he  has  a  right  to 
Demand  the  orders  in  writing,  signed  by  the  person  that  Delivers 
them,  who  is  aoswerahle ;  htii  if  die  Orders  are  delivered  by  a  per- 
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mm  not  a  Military  Officer,  they  most  be  in  writing  &  sigoed  by  the 
penon  or  Body  iwuiDg  them^  or  aoine  pablick  Officer. 

Jannary  the  Slst,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  famish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
honse  guard. 

It  is  General  Gates's  orders  that  Collonel  Melchor  appoint  a  pro- 
per person  to  quarter  the  Troops  that  are  to  march  to  Germantown, 
and  also  a  proper  person  at  each  of  the  three  ferries,  of  which  a  List 
has  been  given  to  Coll.  Melchor,  each  of  which  persons  is  to  show 
the  following  order  to  the  Officer  oomnunding  every  Reg^^  Company 
or  Detachment  passing  the  ferries. 

It  is  General  Gates's  orders  that  none  of  the  Troops  comming 
from  Maryland  or  YirgiDia  enter  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  avoid 
the  Small  pox,  with  which  several  persons  are  attack^,  but  march 
directly  to  German  town. 

February  the  Ist,  1777. 
The  Southern  District  to  Aimish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  Sute- 
house  guard. 

February  the  2d,  1777. 
The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  Statej- 
house  guard.  ^ 

February  the  8d,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp'  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

A  I^S  a  Seig*,  a  Corp*,  a  Drum'  ft  Fifer,  &  30  men  from  the 
Beg*  in  the  Barracks,  to  escort  the  funeral  Leu^  Goodwinn,  of  the 
2d  Virginia  Battallioo,  from  the  house  of  Vanskiver'in  Front  Street^ 
Northern  Liberties,  at  10  o'Clock  to  morrow  morning.  The  adju- 
tants in  the  Barracks  to  warn  sisL^Leuts,  if  to  be  had,  if  not,  any  si< 
Subalterns  to  attend  as  pall  bearers. 

A  Ghirrison.  Court  Martial  to  sit  on  Wednesday  mominff  at  10 
o'clock  in  the  Barracks,  for  the  Tryal  of  a  man  confined  by  Can* 
Hailet  of  the  4th  new  Jersey  Reg*,  for  eolistiog  with  di£Ferent  Ou- 
ters &  for  theft.    Cap^  Lang  &  all  other  Witnesses  to  attend. 

February  the  4th,  1777. 
The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

February  the  6th,  1777. 
The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

February  the  6th,  1777.  ,^ 
The  Southern  District  to  furnish  a  Corporal  &  9  men  to  the 
Statehouse  guard. 

10* 
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A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrofw  mornnig  at  10  d'dloeh, 
10  the  Barracka.  The  AdjaUnte  to  warn  the  fowlloing  Offioera  to 
it  as  members. 

CoiXb  HuMFFON,  Presid. 


All  Prosecutors  and  witnesses  to  attend. 

February  7th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  famish  1  Oorp>  &  9  men  tor  the  Stat^ 
house  guard. 

February  the  8tb,  1777. 

The  Southern  Dbtrict  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  Stat^ 
house  guard. 

Mr.  Gomissary  general  Wharton  to  order' his  issuing  Oomissary  to 
bring  a  signed  return  to  6enl.  Gates  every  Sunday  morning  at  nine 
•o'clock,  of  the  issues  at  bis  Stores,  distingubhing  the  eorps«  rations 
issued  to  each.  A  Particular  return  from  each  corps  to  be  Deliyered 
to  Major  General  Gates  at  Head  quarters  every  Saturday  morning 
at  nine  o'Clock,  signed  by  the  commanding  Officer  of  Corps.  Any 
oommanding  Officer  neglecting  to  obey  this  order  must  expect  to  bp 
put  in  arrest  to  answer  for  his  conduct. 

February  the  9th,  1777. 
'    The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  Stato- 
house  guard. 

An  Adjutant  in  rotation  from  the  Reg*"  quartered  in  the  Barracks 
to  constantly  remain  therein  in  order  to  receive  k  Distribute  such 
trders  as  the  General  may  think  necessary. 

An  Orderiy  Seij^  from  the  Reg**  quartered  in  the  Barracks  to 
Bttend  Daily  on  General  Gates.  He  is  to  remaine  in  the  Town 
Major's  Orderly  Boom  till  called  for. 

All  Orders  Directed  to  the  Commanding  Officer  or  Adjutants  in 
the  Barraks,  to  be  given  to  the  Officer  of  the  Guard,  who  is  to  find 
out  the  Senior  Officer  actually  in  the  Barracks,  as  also  the  orderly 
Adjutant^  &  give  them  the  orders  respectively  Directed  to  them. 

February  the  10th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

Gompbdnt  being  made  of  the  irreguLirity  of  the  Guards  mounting 

in  point  of  time,  ordered  that  the  Searjant's  major  be  carefuU  to 

make  the  guards  march  of  the  parades  at  3  o'Clock,  &  make  a  report 

to  the  Town  Mojor  of  every  person  who  dyes  not  attend  personiUly 

.  or  by  substitute. 

.     A  SeaYJant,  Corporal  &  12  men  from  the  Barracks  to  mount  OenL 
Gates  Guard  Daily. 
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The  orderly  Seargants  are  not  to  go  home  at  noon  till  relieyed  ot 
at  night  before  eight  o'clock  with  oat  permission^  &  moat  come  to 
the  orderly  room  every  morning  at  8  o'clock. 

The  Bonthem  Diatriet  to  fisirnisb  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State^ 
honae  gpard. 

Every  officer  commanding  Reg*  Companies  or  Detachments  of 
Continental  Troops  or  Militia,  to  make  returns  immediately  of  the 
Strength  of  each,  &  an  Officer  from  each  corps  now  in  this  City  or 
that  may  hereafter  arrivci  to  attend  Daily  at  10  o'clock  at  head- 
quarters. 

The  Captains  of  the  City  guards  to  make  returns  to  the  Town 
Major  of  such  poor  men  of  their  Cos  as  they  judge  to  be  proper 
objects  to  receive  wood,  particularly,  and  that  served  this  Winter'3 
Campaign  and  in  their  Cos. 

February  the  12**,  1777. 

Six  men  to  be  added  to  the  Frigate  guard  to  fomish  two  Centrid^ 
to  Coil.  Flowers  eontinentally  Stores. 

The  Southern  District  to  furoiab  1  Corp'  &  0  men  to  tike  Stula^ 
Jionse  guard. 

February  18%  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
hous  guard. 

The  Town  Major  is  sorry  to  find  there  are  so  many  and  so  well 
founded  eomplahits  against  the  City  guards  when  on  Duty,  therefore 
thinks  it  necessary  to  give  the  following  ordem,  which  he  is  Dete»- 
mined  strictly  to  enforce. 

That  the  guard  march  off  the  parades  at  three  o'clock  &  that 
the  Seij*.  or  Corp^  of  each  to  make  a  return  to  their  Serjant  Major, 
of  every  man  whose  turn  it  is  to  mount  that  does  not  attend,  which 
returns  are  to  be  brought  to  the  Town  Major  that  the  persons  so 
neglecting  their  duty  may  be  punished. 

That  the  Officer  commanding  a  guard  does  not  Quit  his  guard  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  except  half  an  hour  for  breakfast  &  oqe  hoor 
for  Dinner^  During  which  time  the  Searjant  must  not  stir  from  his 
guard. 

The  above  rule  to  be  observed  by  a  Searjant  commanding  a  guard, 
During  whose  absence  the  Corporal  is  not  to  quit  his  guii^  except 
to  relieve  his  Sentries. 

No  Searjant,  Corporal,  or  Private  man,  is  to  go  more  than  15 
yards  from  his  guard  without  leave  from  his  Officer,  which  leave  b 
not  to  be  granted  on  any  other  account  but  for  Breakftist  or  Dinner 
ft  must  not  exceed  half  an  hour  for  the  former  &  one  hour  for  the 
latter. 
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Not  more  tban  one  man  out  of  five  be  permitted  to  quit  the  gnard 
at  one  time  &  odIj  for  the  purposes  &  time  above  specified. 

No  Sentry  to  be  relieved  witboat  a  oorporal,  every  man  sofferi- 
iDg  another  to  take  his  post,  without  being  regularly  relieved  by  his 
Gorpl.)  is  to  be  considered  as  deserting  his  post,  &  punished  accord* 

ingly. 

The  Corporals  must  be  careful  not  to  post  any  Sentries  but  sacb 
as  are  perfectly  sober,  &  must  confine  every  Sentry  who  eets  Drunk 
on  his  post  or  goes  more  than  10  yards  from  his  centry  Box. 

All  Sentries  must  carefully  observe  all  orders  given  them  without 
adding  thereto,  &  must  not  bo  guilty  of  impropper  or  unnecessary 
act  of  rudeness  to  any  one. 

It  having  been  represented  to  Genl.  Gates,  that  the  Soldiers  fre- 
quently commit  offences  asainst  the  civil  laws,  which  do  not  merrit 
the  long  confinement  &  other  forms  requisite  for  a  Tryal  in  the  Court 
of  Law,  who  th'nks  proper  to  order  that  all  military  persons  sent  to 
the  guard  by  a  Civil  Magistrate  should  be  received  &  secured  &  also 
that  a  party  may  be  given  at  the  requisition  of  a  Magistrate  to  appre- 
bend  suoh  offenders. 

The  General  further  orders  that  whenever  any  suoh  prisoners  ari 
M&fined,  a  Gurrieon  Court  Martial  should  be  immediately  ordered  for 
their  Tryal  which  Court  Martial  must  consist  of  a  Field  Officer,  two 
Captains,  k  4  Subalterns. 

The  above  orders  sent  to  Coll.  Pennrose. 

February  the  14«*,  1777. 

Three  men  to  be  added  to  the  Frigate  guard  which  must  send  2 
Sentries  every  afternoon  to  the  Lottery  Office  &  relieve  them  regularly 
liU  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  they  must  both  be  taken  ofL 


Tflos.  Savadgb  to  Council,  1777, 

Pennsylvania  Salt  works,  Feb.  15, 1777. 

Oent", 

This  morning  about  2  o'clock  an  express  arrived  here  from  Col. 
Fnrmen,  with  ac°^  that  on  Thursday  last  a  party  supposed  to  be  Co!. 
Morris  &  some  Regulars  ataot  our  people  at  the  heigh  lands  near  the 
Book,  killed  several  and  took  between  fifty  &  sixty  prisoners.  Co>^ 
Furman  has  ordered  th^  Militia  here  to  march  from  this  to  Freehold 
they  set  off  to  morrow  morning.  I  expect  as  soon  as  the  wind  is 
favourable  Mb  same  party  will  come  here,  it  being  I  apprehend  the 
same  party  f  informed  you  of  the  10^^  Ins',  being  informed  they 
have  two  Tenders  and  about  six  hundred  men,  it  will  be  necessurj 
to  be  expeditious  in  sending  something  to  support  these  works  into 
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the  inlet  i^  well  u  by  land  or  the  works  are  gone  in  few  days,  ez- 
ense  haste  whilst  I  remain^ 

6en»"  yonr  most  Hble  Seryt, 

THOS.  SAVADGE  * 
Directed^ 
To  the  Hon.  the  Oooneil  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Penni7l?ania. 
^  Fa"  M'.  W-.  Britton. 


Gbn'l  Armstrong  to  Council,  1777. 

C«lble  17*  Febmary,  1777. 
Sir: 

Before  this  time  the  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  Conneil 
where  yon  preside  respecting  the  necessity  of  patting  an  immediate 
stop  to  the  farther  distilling  of  wheat  or  other  grains  within  this  State 
for  the  present  season  may  have  come  to  your  hands,  but  if  not,  per- 
mit me  to  discharge  the  duty  of  an  individual  by  informing  you,  late 
as  it  now  isj  (what  I  would  most  readily  have  done  sooner  had  not 
my  attendance  on  Congress  prevented)  that  from  the  intolerable  ez- 
eess  of  this  practice,  oonseqnenees  the  most  alarming  are  to  be  ex- 
pected, not  only  to  this  State  but  to  the  publick — As  from  the  best 
information  I  can  get  the  Rye  both  in  this  &  the  county  of  York  is 
almost  all  distilled,  as  is  also  considerable  quantities  of  Wheat  & 
larger  still  of  the  latter  bought  up  for  the  same  purpose,  nor  oan  we 
doubt  but  that  Lancaster  &  other  counties  are  going  on  in  the  same 
destructive  way,  so  that  in  a  few  months  Pennsylvania  may  be  scarce 
of  bread  evep  for  her  own  inhabitants. — Where  then  shall  our  pub- 
lick  magazines  be  n^ade  up  or  forrage  procured  ?  Liquor  is  already 
Ten  shillings  ^  gallon,  wheat  will  immediately  be  the  same  ^ 
Bushel,  and  if  the  complicated  Demon  of  avarice  &  infatuation  is 
not  suddenly  chained,  or  oast  out,  he  will  raise  them  each  to  twenty  1 
Whether  this  salutary  work  wou'd  more  properly  come  from  the 
Assembly,  or  Whether  that  body  consistent  with  other  business  oon'd 
give  this  the  necessary  despatch  you  will  judge.  One  thing  is  ob- 
Tious  the  matter  oomplained  of  is  in  present  circumstances  pregnant 
with  many  evils  and  if  not  speedily  remedied  must  be  fatal.  May 
the  divine  blessing  superintend  yonr  councils,  whieh  is  Sir  the  cordial 
wish 

of  yonr  most  reepeotfnl 

hnmble  Servt, 

JOHN  AEMSTRON&. 
Direrted, 

On  the  pnblio  Service,  The  Honoorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

y  Favoured  by  M'.  Penel. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  voL  zi,  p.  126. 


LoDioK  Spogbbll  &o.,  to  CouwiIi,  1777« 

PhiUd,  February  18th,  1777. 
Gkntlomen, 

The  Penotylvtma  Reigm*  is  jn  so  confiued  a&d  TJos^tdecha  Bitiia- 
tioD — ^the  Men  under  no  command,  stroltng  about  the  Town  and 
Gonntry,  and  some  inlisting  in  other  Corps— there  is  a  neoessitj 
something  should  be  done  with  ^em  immediately.  If  your  Honours 
have  not  determined  how  you  will  dispose  of  them,  I  would  make 
bdd  to  mention.  I  apprehend  it  would  be  of  PublicA:  Service  to 
seod  them  to  Biilmaport,  where  they  may  be  employed  and  kept 
togetheri  and  an  Advertizm^  Published  to  call  them  in  that  l^avi^, 
•nd  mai^y  that  have  net  furlows^  that  a  true  state  ef  the  Re^ment 
jnay  be  taken,  without  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  a  Geu' 
jtf uster  and  Settlem^  with  them.  I  hope  your  Honours  will  excuse 
the  liberty  I  take  in  mentioning  a  matter  of  this  sort  to  you,  and  he 
Insured  it  proceeds  from  no  other  motive  than  a  desire  of  serving 
jBj  country*    I  am, 

y  Hcmors 

Mo  obed*  h*  serv*, 

LOIKK  8PR0GBLL. 
Oom3^  Q^  of  Musters  for  Peaujiy'. 
JPirwied, 
To  The  Honorable,  the  Councill  of  Safety,  for  Penn^lvania. 


Gbn'l  Putnam  to  Councils,  &o.,  1777. 

Princeton,  Feb  18«  1777. 
Qentlemen, 

Last  night  OoL  NetkcHi,  with  a  party  of  about  150  men,  attaoked 
eixty  belonging  to  Cortland  Skinner's  Brigade,  at  Lawrenoe'a  !•- 
Jand,  ander  command  of  Mmj'  Rich'  Stockton^  formerly  an  Itth«M- 
tant  of  this  place — the  Enemys  renowned  land  Pilot — ^the  Colon^ 
took  the  whole,  among  which  ware  this  Stoekton,  a  Captain  &  three 
or  four  Subaltern  officers ;  the  enemy  had  four  killed,  and  one  wounded 
— iwe  had  one  killedr— this  you  may  depend  upon  to  be  a  fact.  Col. 
Neilson  is  just  arrived  here.  I  shall  forward  the  prisoners  on  iu  .a 
-day  or  two  to  yon— 50  of  the  Bedford  Codnty  Riflid  men  of  your 
State,  what  I  detached  from  this  place,  were  with  Col.  Neilson— th^ 
whole  officers  &  men,  both  belonging  to  that  Oooaty  &  the  Militia 
of  this  State,  behaved  with  great  bravery;  such  aa  would  do  honour 
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U  vtftenn  SoUUn;  ihen  ue  also  diirtj  or  sixty  flteod  of 
which  I  think  the  Middkae^  MilitiA  ought  to  hare.     The 
Bend  purposely  to  acquaint  you  with  the  Cirouiustaiice. 
I  am  Gentlemen,  with  Esteem, 

your  Hum  serr*, 

ISBAEL  PUTNAM. 

Snoe  writing  the  abore  the  whdie  of  Uie  prieonen  have  arrived 
here. 

The  Hon^>*  the  Counoil  of  Safety^  Philad%   -f)  Express. 


Dan'l  Bancroft  to  Council,  4;c.,  1777. 

Cknilemen, 

After  sixty  days  impri'sonmenty  I  coiceive  it  to  be  a  very  mat 
hardship  to  be  removed  to  another  State,  probably  to  remain  along 
time  in  Confinement  before  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  an  hearing, 
especially,  as  I  have  no  more  connection  with  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  than  with  that  of  Pennsylvania.  The  ciroumstanoe  of  having 
been  taking  there,  I  should  suppose  trifling,  as  my  being  there  was 
owing  to  the  conveniency  of  my  wife  being  with  a  relation,  while 
I  was  expected  to  have  been  absent  on  my  intended  Voyage  to 
France. 

'  In  the  circumstance  I  am  now  in  I  know  not  whether  I  am  to 
expect  any  thing  I  oan  alledgtf  to  be  received  az  truth.  I  did,  by 
the  advice  of  some  Gentlemen  of  your  honorable  board,  represent 
my  situation  &  all  its  circumstances  fa\f\j  and  with  candour.  I 
should  imagine  tiie  leQgth  of  my  confinement  sufficient  to  hav« 
afforded  an  opportunity,  for  any  person  that  would  do  it,  to  exhibit 
a  charge  against  me — if  it  be  done,  I  request  an  opportunity  of 
jastifyrng  myself.  If  it  be  not  done,  I  'request  an  act  of  justice 
from  that  board  in  whose  power  I  now  am,  and  whom  I  should 
suppose  the  proper  persons  to  determine  my  fate.  1%  o«nnot  be 
supposed  but  any  person  mnst  sufifer  much  in  his  property,  and  much 
(if  he  have  any  feeling)  in  his  connexions.  But  I  also  suffer  much 
in  my  health,  and  do  therefore  request  that  I  may  no  longer  be 
oonfined  without  being  sensible  of  a  cause  that  will  oonvioee  me  it 
is  not  undeserved.  I  have  reason  to  believe  there  are  some  surmises 
of  prejudiced  persons  that  haTC  opperaied  against  me,  otherwise  I 
oannot  believe  I  should  have  so  long  remained  in  this  place.  I 
request  no  more  than  every  person  has  a  riffht  to  expect,  &  do  hope 
it  may  not  be  delayed,  nor  referred  to  another  State  that  will  neoea- 
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0nily  require  many  (to  me)  tedious  days  before  my  sitimtioii  eu  be 
examined  into.    I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Gentlemen,  . 

your  most  obedient, 

.   hble  serv*, 

DAN'L  BANCKOFT. 

State  Prison,  Febi^  18th,  1777. 
IHrectedj 
The  Honorble  Council  Safety. 


General  Putnam  to  Major  Boqgs,  1777. 

Sir, 

Yon  are  ordered  with  the  detachment  under  your  Command  to 
take  Charge  of  one  Richard  Stockton,  Late  reputed  Major  in  the 
English  Service,  and  the  party  taken  with  him  Consistiog  of  one 
Cap*.,  one  Lieu^,  one  Ensiga,  one  Yoluateer,  and  fivety  five  pri* 
vates,  iDcludiog  Sarg^.  and  Oorp'^.,  Conduct  them  safe  to  Philad\, 
and  Deliver  them  to  the  Couucil  of  Safety,  You  will  observe  that 
uncommon  Yigilance  is  Necessary  to  secure  persons  whose  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Country  and  whose  desperate  Situation,  gives  them 
every  advantage,  and  every  Incitement  to  escape  from  an  Injured 
and  Ezaspirated  Community  into  whose  hands  they  have  fallen. 

Those  m  Irons  are  to  remain  so  while  under  your  Care.  Let  no 
Indulgence  be  allowed  them  which  affords  a  possibility  of  Escape, 
they  are  to  have  no  Communication  with  an v  Stranger  whatever ; 
double  your  Centinels  within  and  without  doors  and  take  every 
other  precaution  which  your  Discretion  would  point  out  to  secure 
Villains  Resolved  on  flight. 

You  will  not  take  too  much  room  for  their  Quarters,  but  Stow 
them  as  thick  as  possible.  Remembering  you  stand  accountable  for 
every  Misconduct. 

By  order  of  the  GeneraL 

D.  PUTNAM,  Aid  de  Camp. 
Head  Quarters,  Princeton,  t9th  Feb.  1777. 
J)irecled. 
Major  Boggs.  * 

*  Autograph  out  off. 
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iNBTBUCnOKS  TO  COJfMODOBK  SeTHOUB,  1777. 

In  Council,  19  Feb'y,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yon  are  hereby  directed  to  Order  all  the  Galleys  &  armed  boata 
(except  the  Delaware  &  those  that  are  in  the  Carpenters  hands  for 
repairs)  down  to  Fort  Island  immediately  with  their  Officers  and 
Crews  to  remain  on  that  Station  till  further  Orders  from  this  boards 
or  with  your  particular  permission,  it  is  left  at  the  option  of  the 
Gommandinff  Officer  of  each  armed  boat  respectively  to  continue 
themseWes  £  their  Crew  on  board  their  boat  or  to  take  quarters  in 
the  barracks  on  said  Island.  You  must  give  particular  Orders  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  on  that  Station  to  have  proper  Guards 
appointeS  on  the  Island  for  the  security  of  the  fortifications,  and 
that  no  person  be  permitted  to  visit  them,  or  take  any  draught 
of  the  same  or  make  any  sounding  of  the  Kiver,  or  draught  of  the 
Channel  or  situation  of  the  Chevauz  du  frize  with  out  a  written 
order  from  some  member  of  this  Council. 

To  Commodore  Seymour. 


Gknebal  Dickinson  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Baritan,  Feb.  19th,  1777. 

D*-  Sir, 

I  send  you  by  Captain  Morrisson,  of  your  City,  2  prisoners,  who 
wwe  taken  from  the  Enemy  a  few  days  since. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*-  hum.  Servant, 

By  order  .of  Genl.  Dickinson, 
FREDEBICK  FRELINGHUYSEN,  B.  Major. 

Directed, 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Presid*-  Comrn*-  of  Safety,  PhilA- 
delphia. 
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COL^  T.  Proctor  to  Council,  Ac,  1777. 

Morris  Town,  February  20»,  1777. 
Mach  esteemed  Sir, 

I  had  the  Pleasure  of  reoeiving  yours  dated  in  Council  the  6*^ 
Inst.,  with  the  inclosed  Resolve  for  the  Establishment  of  a  Regi* 
nient  of  Artillery  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  appointing  me  to 
the  Command.  The  high  Honour  you  have  thus  conferr'd  upon  me 
I  trust  shall  ever  have  its  due  Effect,  influenced  only  by  the  sin- 
eerest  Principles  of  Regard  for  the  Honour  and  future  advancement 
of  my  Country,  ever  to  be  sensible  of  the  Importance  of  the  Trust 

E[>u  have  repos'd  in  me,  and  thro'  you  Sir,  return  the  Honourable 
ouneil  my  most  sincere  acknowledgements.  . 

The  Happiness  and  necessary  Discipline  of  the  Regiment  shall  be 
my  next  Care,  suppoiting  that  Union  among  the  Corps  of  Officers 
BO  essential  to  its  advancement,  and  as  from  the  Junior  State  of  the 
Regiment  many  Gentlemen  must  receive  Preferment,  will  on  my 
Part  assure  you,  to  recommend  none  but  such  as  I  conceive  to  b^ 
Men  of  Bravery,  Science  &  Industry,  and  as  the  Continentil 
Artillery  under  the  Command  of  General  Henry  Knox  are  set  upoa 
80  respectable  a  Footing  as  their  Importance  in  the  Field  deserve, 
doubt  not  but  the  same  Motives  will  influenoe  the  Honourable  Board  to 
eatablibh  their  first  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  like  manner,  a  Copy  of 
which  arrangement  shall  transmit  for  your  approbation  as  soon  as  it  - 
oan  be  furnished  on  the  General's  arrival,  in  the  interim,  pursuing 
such  necessary  measures  in  raising  the  Companies  as  shall  be  expe- 
dient to  supply  our  necessities,  so  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  appoint 
the  Captains  of  the  several  Companies,  and  send  them  to  different 
Plurts  to  raise  their  Men,  for  as  much  as  you  are  pleased  to  admit  of 
my  Recommendation  in  the  Promotion  of  my  present  officers,  oaa 
do  no  less  in  Justice  to  their  Readiness  to  fulfil  every  Command 
and  Chearfulness  in  the  Discharge  of  their  Duty,  than  to  refer  them 
to  your  Gift  of  Preferment  according  to  the  Seniority  of  their  ap- 
pointments, Lieutenant  Ames  excepted,  untiU  he  clears  up  his 
Character  in  the  Aetion  at  Trenton,  as  he  is  charged  by  Captain 
Forrest  and  Lieutenant  Duffey  for  neglect  of  Duty. 

The  inclosed  is  a  List  of  the  names  of  such  Gentlemen  as  I  have 
aeleoted  from  personal  Knowledge  of  their  Behaviour,  recommend- 
ing them  for  your  appointment  to  the  Artillery,  in  such  manner  as 
their  present  Rank  may  require,  at  the  same  Time  would  not  wish 
to  prevent  such  Gentlemen  as  the  Members  of  Council  should  think 
worthy  to  prefer  to  such  offices,  as  in  their  opinion  they  are  worthy 
to  fill.  General  Knox  is  daily  expected,  at  whick  l^me,  have  no 
doubt  but  I  can  eonveniently  be  spared  a  few  days  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia to  settle  such  matters  as  the  Regiment  may  require,  and 
to  be  praetio'd  than  by  letter.    If  it  is  possible  to  proeuie 
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ligbt  arms  for  the  .^illerj,  and  other  aocoQtremeiita,  as  Belts  k 
Pouches,  I  shall  be  happy,  as  I  have  foaod  it  diffiimlt  heretofore  to 
provide  these  Matters  before  they  were  wanted,  also  the  Cloathing 
of  the  Men.  My  Contract  with  Mease  &  Caldwell  was  for  a  hun- 
dred and  odd  Suits  ;  I  am  not  certain  if  fulfilled.  The  Men  I  have 
here  are  in  the  greatest  want  of  Cloathing  of  every  Kind,  and  my 
Qaarier  Master  has  been  refns'd  to  be  fumish'd,  being,  we  are 
Provincial  Troops,  and  nnkas  I  haTe  snoh  Matters  shortly,  cot 
snfierings  will  be  great,  namely  Shirts,  Shoes  and  Stookings^  and  * 
few  pair  of  Leather  Breeches. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  devoted  humble  Servant, 
THOS.  PKOCTOR. 

P.  S.--*I  have  considered  my  Brother^s  Situation,  on  aoeo*  of  hit 
Family,  with  respect  to  his  joiniuff  the  Continental  Artillery,  as  I 
believe  he  would  not  have  accepted  of  any  office  there  had  he  not 
thought  I  shonld  have  been  permitted  to  join  with  General  KnoZ| 
if  vou  think  him  worthy  of  a  Company  shall  aekaowledge  Ui# 
Indnlgsnoe. 

On  pnbliok  ) 

Service.       j 
Directed, 

Thomas  Wharton,  Edq'.j  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety^ 
Philadelphia. 


Favor'd  by 
lient.  T.  Proctor 


.} 


Orbbrs,  1777. 


Head  (^  Morris  Town^  Feb  20^,  1777. 
To  Captain  Robert  Mullen. 
Sir, 

Yoo  will  take  charge  of  the  prisoners  now  in  the  Provost  Ooard, 
%  list  of  which  is  endoBed,  and  them  safely  conduct  to  Philadelphia^ 
'  where  you  will  wait  on  the  Hon^*  The  Committee  of  Safety  and  r»- 
eeive  their  further  Instructions  respecting  them,  its  His  excellencies 
wish  they  may  be  treated  with  humanity,  and  not  suffered  to  want 
for  Provisions  or  any  other  necessary  you  can  procure  for  them,  and 
they  stand  in  need  of. 

I  am  Y'  Hble  Serv*. 

G.  WERDOl^  Adjt  Oen. 

To  Capt.  Robert  Mnllin^  at  Morris  Town. 
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Col,  T.  Proctor  to  Council^  1777. 

Morris  Town  February  2l8t,  1777 
Dear  Sir. 

Through  a  great  deal  of  businefls  which  rests  upon  me  to  perform, 
eould  not  very  oouveniently  answer  your  Letter,  moreover,  I  have 
keen  in  oonatant  Ezpeotation  that  some  matter  would  have  tum'dup 
the  Event  of  .which  hoped  would  have  been  worth  relating  to  yoo, 
but  our  Situation  is  much  like  when  you  left  us,  but  from  late  move* 
ments  of  the  Enemy,  'tis  more  than  probable  they  intend  to  try 
Titles  with  us,  as  they  have  been  reinforced  by  Troops  from  Rhode 
Island  to  a  considerable  number,  and  this  Hour  had  his  Ezcellenoy's 
Bequest  to  have  every  matter  in  Readiness  about  the  Cannon^  and 
Ammunition  fitting  a  March. 

By  a  gentleman  who  leflb  New  York  on  Monday  last,  of  the  name 
of  Orane,  assures  he  seen  Seventy  two  men  of  the  Jersey  Militia,  who 
hj  Stratagem  were  surrounded  and  taken  Prisoners  at  the  Light 
House  and  carried  to  New  York.  The  day  before  yesterday  a  Party 
of  our  Men  took  Twenty  Waggons  loaded  with  Forage,  drove  in  their 
Picquet  Guard,  and  sustained  no  Loss. 

A  Soldier  kill'd  two  Light  Horse  Men  of  the  Enemy  &  narrowly 
escap'd  other  Pursuers  by  crossing  a  water  in  a  great  heat,  which  has 
)>ut  him  in  Fitts  ever  since,  but  the  Horses  k  Accoutrements  were 
brought  in ;  the  same  day  a  Lieutenant  of  their  Artillery  was  taken 
and  brought  to  General  Sullivan's  Quarters  with  seven  other  Prison- 
ers, most  of  which  are  Highlanders,  not  one  day  passes  but  they  are 
visited  by  one  Party  or  other  of  our  People.  This  morning  Twelve 
men  of  a  Company  have  been  detached  to  the  amount  of  Twelve 
hundred  to  bring  off  Forage  from  the  Enemies  Lines,  I  hope  they 
will  prosper. 

This  day  a  Brigade  of  the  New  England  Troops  arrived  from  the 
White  Plains.  I  believe  very  little  is  doing  by  General  Heath,  since 
he  summoned  Fort  Independance  to  surrender^  and  it  refused  to  comply 
with  his  demand. 

I  this  day  received  a  Letter  from  M'  Matthew  M^Guire,  requesting 
my  Interest  towards  his  getting  the  Office  of  Paymaster  to  the  Ar- 
tillery, the  Gentleman  I  am  well  acquainted  with  &  his  good  charae^ 
ter  and  Abilities,  from  which  could  not  have  the  least  Objection,  if* 
it  meets  the  Councils  Approbation,  which  you  will  please  to  signify 
to  them.  Sir,  there  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  your  name,  whom  I 
wish  to  prefer  to  a  Second  Lieutenancy,  he  is  Son  to  Major  Morris 
of  this  Town,  who  is  one  of  the  best  Partizana  on  the  Line,  as  no  one 
disturbs  the  Enemies  Out  Posts  more  than  he  does,  'tis  almost  his 
daily  Employment  and  very  successful,  I  will  be  down  in  a  few  days 
and  shall  direct  him  to  wait  on  you  to  be  introduced  to  the  Counoil 
to  have  their  apppobation  of  my  choice. 
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General  St.  Clair  will  reoommend  kirn  as  he  was  in  Canada  with 
him  last  Campaign,  expect  to  hear  from  joa  when  any  extraordinary 
matter  presents,  in  the  interim. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 

Sir 
Your  most  hnmble  Senrant 

THOS.  PROCTBR. 

P.  S.  jnst  as  I  close  the  Letter  an  aoco't  arrives-of  Richard  Stog» 
den  (a  noted  Tory)  being  taken  with  60  men — 1  Major  taken  at 
Lawrence's  Highlands^  1  Capt.  1  Lieut  2  Serj**  &  4  Corporal's  be* 
lieve  this  to  be  true. 

Direefedy 

To  Samnel  C.  Morris,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  Hon^  Council  of 
Safely,  Philadelphia.— Pavor'd  by  Lt.  F,  Proctor. 


JosBPH  Hart,  4;a,  to  Council^  1777. 

Bucks  County,  22d  Feb,  1777. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pensylvaniai 

Sir, 

Agreable  to  the  orders  ojf  the  Council  dated  the  nineteenth  Instant  • 
we  the  Subscribers,  repaired  to  the  House  of  Isaac  Hicks  at  Newtown 
received  from  Mrs.  Hicks  all  the  papers  she  alleged  to  be  in  their 
house,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  public  Office,  and  having  ex* 
amined  the  Records  there,  which  we  found  to  consist  of  the  following 
Books  Vis :  The  Records  of  Deeds  from  Book  A  to  Book  F.  8  Vols, 
each  except  the  third  YoL  of  Book  A.  Orphans  Court  Books  from 
A.  to  O.  one  Vol.  each  except  vul.  £.  Will  books  from  A.  to  C.  one 
vol.  eaeh.  Administration  Book,  Vol.  1.,  all  which  are  extended  to 
the  year  1776  from  which  we  apprc^hend  that  all  the  public  Records 
Belonging  to  s'  Office  are  there  except  those  two  volumes  now  i* 
your  posession,  we  have  likewise  Ordered  the  magaaine  to  be  removed 
which  will  be  done  to  morrow. 

We  are  Sir  with  the  utmost  Respect 

Your  very  Hnmble  Servants 
JOSEPH  HART. 
RICH.  GIBBS.  - 
HENRY  WYNKOOP  * 

♦  See  CoL  Eec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  128. 
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Statk  of  the  Chevaux  dk  Frizbs,  1777. 

February  22',  1777. 

Remarka  made  by  Joseph  Rhoads  with  Respect  to  the  State  of 
the  Ohevauz  de  Friezes  at  Billinsport. 

That  there  are  Eight  Frames  finish'd  &  plank'd ;  Eight  more  to 
iinishy  part  not  rais'd. 

He  thinks  there  is  as  much  Plank  as  will  finish  two  of  the  Latter, 
&  consequently  Plank  for  6  Wanted. 

There  are  42  Loggs  at  the  Water  side }  and  a  Certain  WoulfCi 
who  lives  at  the  plaoe,  informs  that  there  are  Several  Loggs  along 
shore. 

There  are  36  Small  Loggs  on  the  ground,  which  will  make  floor 
Umbers,  as  also  Some  Scantling  and  Boards. 

He  thinks  there  are  Bolts,  Scraps,  &  pins  Enough  to  finish  the 
above  Frames. 

There  is  One  Barrell  of  Spikes ;  not  sufficient  to  finish  the  Frames 
begun. 

The  Spear  Irons  are  all  on. 

Joseph  Rhoads'  Return,  Feb'  24,  1777. 


Gov.  Livingston,  N.  J.,  to  Council  op  Safety,'  1717. 

Haddonfield,  22'  Feby.,  1777. 
Sir,    • 
On  the  late  Irruption  of  the  Enemy  into  fhis  State,  many  of  our 

Kblio  Bridges  &  some  Boats  belonging  to  Individuals  were  destroyed 
^  Parties  of  your  Militia.  This  Measure  was  adopted  to  retard  the 
Enemy's  March  to  Philadelphia,  which,  it  was  generally  supposed, 
ibey  jntended  to  attack.  The  Measure  itself,  being  designed  for  the 
eommon  Oood,  is  not,  I  believe,  disapproved  of  by  any.  But  the 
Manner  of  carrying  it  into  Execution,  as  to  the  nnnecessaiy  Destrue* 
tion  m«de,  is  blamed  by  many ;  &  the  Authority  by  which  the  Offi- 
cers acted,  not  being  known,  has  caused  others  to  think  it  necessary 
%o  make  an  Inquiry. 

Some  Persons  professing  to  act  under  Authority  from  your  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  are  said  to  have  executed  the  trust  reposed  in  them^ 
(if  they  were  so  intrusted^  with  great  Imprudence ;  &  to  have  de- 
stroyed both  public  &  private  Property  with  great  Wantonness. 
Gapt.  Charles  Lawrence,  Commander  of  a  Guard  Boat,  Sunk  a  Boat 
belon^ng  to  Major  Westcoat  loaded  with  Coal,  at  Cooper's 
Creek  bridge.  The  Bridge  itself  was  demolished;  &  has  been 
repaired  by  Orders  from  General  Putnam  save  only  as  to  the  hand- 
rails—The Officer  of  the  Company  of  Carpenters  sent  to  repair  it, 
declared  that  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  would  repay  the 
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Expenoe  of  the  reparation — They  have  paid  some  persons  emplojed 
for  that  purpose ;  Others  thej  have  refused  to  pay,  &  directed  to 
apply  to  the  Committee  of  New  Jersey,  declaring  that  they  will  pay 
no  more.  It  is  said  that  this  Bridge  was  destroyed  by  the  above 
named  Gap*  Lawrence,  who  produced  Orders  for  it,  Signed  by  Gen- 
eral Putnam^  the  purport  of  which  was^  that  he  should  repair  to  it| 
k  protect  it. 

It  is  said  that  Col*  Matlack  destroyed  the  Ankocus  &  Pennsaukeng 
Bridges ;  and  that  a  party  under  his  Command  destroyed  a  Flat  at 
Ankocus  Ferry ;  &  that  a  Wood-Boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Hugh  Hol- 
lingshead  was  destroyed  at  the  upper  Ferry  on  Ankocus. 

To  quiet  the  Minds  of  our  People,  many  of  whom  are  dissatisfied 
at  Some  of  the  Proceedings  upon  that  Occasion,  &  to  preserve  the 
greatest  possible  Harmony  between  our  Sister- States,  our  Council 
think  it  necessary  that  the  Matter  should  be  enquired  into ;  &  have 
desired  me  to  apply  to  your  honourable  Council  of  Safety  for  that 
purpose 

I  must  for  a  few  days  defer  answering  your  Letter  of  the  17*^  In- 
stant^ inclosing  a  List  of  Tories  confined  in  your  State  Prison,  because 
we  daily  expect  a  Member  of  Oar  Council  from  Monmouth,  who,  I 
am  informed,  is  acquunted  with  the  Characters  &  offences  of  most 
of  the  Prisoners,  k  whose  assistance  we  shall  want  when  they  are 
brought  before  us. — With  great  respect  to  Your  honourable  Council| 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Ser*, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Directed f 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq',  Chairman  of  the  honourable,  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania^  In  Philadelphia. 


Peter  Knight  to  Council,  1777. 

m 

Philad-,  Febr'y  24**  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  Informd  by  a  Neighbour  of  mine,  That  a  Certain  Kobert 
Bodge,  Said  to  belong  to  York  Government,  near  Pickskilns,  Came 
to  Jacob  Agee,  Papermaker,  &  bespoke  11801b  paper  of  a  partecular 
Sort ;  who  Refused  to  make  it,  unless  he  bro^  a  Certificate  from^  y 
Congress ;  one  was  Bro^  k  the  paper  was  made  k  dele' ;  at  the  Time 
of  the  Delivery  of  the  Paper,  there  was  in  Comp'y  with  Said  Hodge, 
one  Green,  an  Ingraver ;  k  the  famous  or  Infamous,  Ritchardson, 
formerly  Concemd  in  Money  Making.  Sum  Inquiry  into  this  Mat- 
ter May  be  Necessary,  which  youl  be  the  Best  Judge  off. 
I  am  yours  Respectfully, 

PETER  KNIGHT. 
The  Hon""  Thos»  Wharton,  Esq',  Present. 
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Mb.  Nesbitt  to  Council,  1776. 

Mr.  Nesbitt  informed  the  Goancil  that  a  oertain  Adam  Allen 
offered  him  a  sum  of  money  in  New  Jersey  Currency,  dated  20 
February,  1776,  signd  by  Jn<>  Hart  and  Sam^  How,  which  was  sent 
from  New  York  by  Robert  Couper  to  discharge  some  Debts  due 
from  him  to  persons  in  this  City,  which  money  appears  to  be  a  part 
oi  a  Sum  stolen  from  Saml.  Tucker,  Esq*',  in  Trenton  by  die  Enemy 
— and  ought  to  be  signd  by  M'  Tucker;  viz* : — 

69  Three  pound  Bills. 

60  Thirty  Shilling  Bills. 

120  Fifi;een  shilling  Bills. 

Sixty  thirty  shilling  Bills  of  the  New  Jersey  ProTincial  Congress^ 
dated  the  20*''  day  of  Feb^,  1776,  signd  by  two  Signers  only,  vie., 
John  Hart  &  Samuel  How,  tak^n  from  Adam  Allen,  who  says  they 
were  sent  to  him  from  New  York  by  Robert  Gonpar,  to  discharge 
some  debts  due  by  him  in  this  City.  Fifty-nine  of  three  pound 
bills  of  the  same  emission  &  date,  &  signd  in  the  same  manner. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  fifteen  shilling  BillS;  d%  d%  the  same. 


In  Congress,  FeVy  24«»,  1777. 
Besolved, 

That  the  Oovemor  of  New  Jersey  be  requested  to  order  the 
Militia  of  that  State  properly  armed  &  equipped  immediately  to  join 
the  Q«neral }  and  that  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  also 
requested  to  send  to  the  aid  of  the  General  such  of  their  Militia 
properly  armed  and  equipped,  as  are  contiguous  to  New  Jersey — it 
beiqg  the  earliest  Desire  of  Congress  to  make  the  army  under  the 
immediate  Command  of  Oenl.  Washington  sufficiently  strong,  not 
only  to  curb  and  confine  the  Enemy  within  their  present  quarters, 
&  prevent  them  from  drawing  Support  of  any  kind  from  theConntryi 
but  by  the  divine  Blessing  to  subdue  them  before  they  can  be  reia- 
forced. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Predd'. 
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Petition  op  John  Underwood  to  GounciLi  1777. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Counoil  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsjl* 
vania. 

The  Petition  of  John  Underwood  Humbly  Sheweth, 
.  That  Yo|ir  Petitioner  bath  Served  as  a  First  Lieutenant  in  a  . 
Company  of  Militia,  last  Summer's  Campaign^  And  is  willing  to 
Enter  into  the  Service  of  the  United  States  During  the  Present 
Unnatural  War;  Requests  that  Your  Honourable  Board  would  be 
Pleased  to  Grant  him  a  first  Lieutenancy  in  Some  of  the  Companies 
to  be  raised  in  this  State.  And  Your  retitioner  as  in  duty  bound 
shall  Pray. 

JOHN  UNDERWOOD.    ' 
*Wy  24di,  1777. 

We,  whose  Names  ai;e  hereunto  Subscnbed,  do  recommend  y* 
above  Petitioner  as  a  Person  of  Good  Caracter;  and  deserving  of  the 
Appointment  he  solicits. 

JOSIAH  CRAWFORD. 
.ALEX'  LOWREY. 


Colonel  Wbkdon  to  Council,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town,  Feb*r*  24th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

I  send  you  by  His  excellencies  command.  Col*.  Duyokings,  of 
infamous  Character.  He  "was  in  the  Service  of  the  Stales,  but  on 
the  Enemies  oomeing  into  the  Jersies  he  swore  Allegiance  to  the 
King,  took  theii'  protection,  and  went  into  Brunswick.  He  it  is 
thought  has  been  instrumental  to  many  pieces  of  Intelligence  gained 
by  them^ — ^Notwithstanding  his  enimioal  conduct  has  had  the  bold- 
ness to  come  amongst  ns  since  the  publication  of  his  exoeUeneies 
Proekmation  tho'  refuses  to  avail  himself  of  the  Benefits  resulting 
therefrom.  From  the  whole  of  his  Conduct  it  appears  his  Businesa 
out,  was  move  to  gain  a  Knowledge  of  our  strength  &  situation  than 
any  oHier  motive,  circumstances  atpresent  render  it  impossible  to  fix 
the  matter  upon  him  as  a  spy,  His  excellency  desires  he  may  be 
taken  proper  care' of  in  your  Goad  till  a  future  day.  You  will  also 
receive  a  Captain  Hayden  of  Col*.  Bnrskirks  Bat.  of  Skinners 
Brigade,  made  prisoner  by-  our'  army.  His  exoelleney  allowed  him 
bis  parde  which  he  break ;  a  proper  attention  to  him  In  your  further 
DireelioQS  may  also  be  found  Necessary,  By  the  same  eseort  I  send 

Vol.  v.— 11 
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yon  Lieatenani  Oamron  of  the  71**  Begiment  of  British  Troops,  with 
a  Copy  of  his  parole. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Gknilemeny 

Y'- most  ob'*  Serv**,  &o., 

G.  WEEDON,  Adj.  Genl. 
Directed. 
,    To  the  Honble  the  Committee  of  Safety^  Phikdelphia. 


Wjmu  Richabds  to  Council  of  Safett,  1777. 

Geat'V 

BeDJamin  Books  who  hais  the  Care  of  the  ali^tm  Boat  nt  Boisbay 
Bro6k  is  to  be  turned  out  of  his  house  in  »  few  days,  he  wants  to 
biild  a  Xiog  House  for  his  Men.  The  favor  I  have  to  ask  of  yon. 
Gentlemen,  is  to  write  a  Line  to  the  Committee  of  said  Piace  to 
obtain  that  Liberty  for  Mr.  Books  so  that  he  may  not  be  hinder'd^ 
for  if  he  should,  the  Men  will  be  Distress'd  for  a  Ho&se. 
remain  your  most  obed't 

humble  Serv't, 

WM.  BICHARDS. 
Phila.,Feb'r.  24th,  1777- 
Dtrecfedf, 
. .  Sou'Uie  Connol  of  Safety,  present. 


'  DooT.  JoHK  Connolly  to  Council,  1777. 

Ship,  S6th  Fd>'y,  1777. 

Sill 

Immediately  upon  the  order  of  the  Gouaeil  of  Safety  being  oom* 
taiunicated  to  me,  I  should  have  set  out  without  loss  of  time  for 
Pbilada.,  but  my  oontinual  indisposition  k  the  lameness  of  one  of 
tey  Horses,  together  with  the  extreme  bad  Weather,  rendered  it 
impossible  for  me  to  manifest  a  readier  obedienoe,  than  by  Betting 
out  upon  the  23d.  Fully  acquainted  with  the  violent  prejudioei 
which  prevail  against  me;  as  well  as  senable  of  many  midieious,  & 
groundless  reports  equally  disadvantageous,  I  have  thought  proper 
to  dispatoh  my  servant  before  me,  in  order  to  aequaint  you,  that  I 
tm,  so  far  advanced  upon  my  journey ;  apprehensive  that  a  4iay  or 
'4W0  longer  delay  might  give  rise  to  spme  nnfevotable  impreisioni^ 


tiki/  more  expedition  in  my  preeent  state  of  health  I  am  really  inca- 
pable to  mAe. 

Whatever  may  have  oeoasioned  an  alteration  in  Opinion  with 
legaid  to  mey  I  can  truly  aasert,  it  oould  not  possibly  have  originated 
from  any  thing  either  traasacted  or  expressed  by  me.  Conscioas  o( 
nothing  which  can  merit  resentment  from  you,  I  shall  submit  to 
wliatever  may  be  determined  npon  in  my  Oase^  with  all  the  patience 
whieh  my  enfeeUed  oonstitotion  will  afford. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

respeetfdily, 

yonr  most  Obe*  ServS 

JOHN  CONNOLLY  * 
Direct, 
To  Thomaii  Wharton^  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Cooneil  of  Safety. 


Gov.  Livingston  to  Council,  1777. 

Haddonfield,  25  FeViy,  1777. 
Sir, 

A  yonug  Qendeman  has  applied  to  me  for  leave  to  enlist  a 
oondderable  number  df  the  Prisoners  belonging  to  this  State  now 
in  your  Jafl,  who,  he  says,  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  Service. 
But  as  I  know  not  the  guilty  from  the  innoeent,  k  th^  snffdsiag  tik^ 
former  to  inlist  would  be  really  disohargbg  them  without  a^  Trval^ 
&  the  inlisting  the  Latter,  while  in  OoDfinement,  be  takiug  an  uojust 
Advantage  of  a  Prisoner,  I  did  not  thiuk  myself  authorized  16  coun- 
tenance such  a  Procedure.  As  these  people  were  hurried  to  your 
City  by  the  Military,  at  a  time  when  the  situation  of  this  State  was 
such  that  they  could  not  be  safely  confined  in  it,  I  do  not  know 
for  what  particalar  offences  they  were  apprehended,  nor  can  I  upon 
the  most  diligent  Inquiry  procure  the  proper  Information.  Probably 
an  Account  df  their  Crimes  was  transmitted  to  your  Council  with 
their  Persons.  If  so,  I  should  esteem  it  a  particular  Favour  to  be 
fumbhed  with  it.  We  are  as  sollioitous  to  relieve  you  from  the 
Burden  of  keeping  them  as  you  can  be,  but  we  know  not  wha^ 
to  do  with  them  at  present  if  we  should  send  for  them  hither,  fot 
want  of  Evidence  to  discriminate  the  guilty  from  ifae  Innocent. 
I  am  sir, 

your  most  humble  serv^ 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
JHrecteif 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq',  Chaiipnan  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania!  In  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Colon.  Ree.  Vol.  XI.,  196,  200. 


i4<         pmufstiYAmiL  AfiOfltna  vtm 

CONGRBSS  TO  COUNOIL  OP  SaFBTT,   1777.' 

Baltlinore,  Peb^  25«  1777. 
jjlentlemen, 

:  The  Coogreas,  having  just  roceived  Intalligenoe  from  Qen'  Wash* 
iogton  Chat  the  Enemy  at  Branawick  are  oonsiderablj  reinforo^d  bf 
the  arrival  of  the  Troops  from  Rhode  lalandj  under  the  command 
ef  Gen.  Clinton,  immediately  oame  to  a  Resolution  which  I  am 
directed  to.aigniiy  to  you,  and  agreeably  to  the  Terms  of  it,  to  re- 
quest Ibut  yom  liill  aend  to  the  Aid  of  the  General  such  of  Your 
Militia  properly  armed  and  equipped,  as  are  contiguous  to  New 
J^ney ;  H  being  the  eameet  Desife  of  Congreos  to  make  the  Army 
under  his  immediate  Command,  sufficiently  strong,  not  only  to  con- 
fine the  Enemy  within  their  present  Quarters,  and  prevent  them 
from  drawing  Support  of  any  Kind  from  the  Country,  but  by  the 
Blessing  of  Godj  totally  to  subdue  them  before  they  can  be  further 
reinfun^. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be^ 
Gentlemen, 

your  most  gbed% 

&  very  h'ble  serv*, . 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Preaid*. 

H(m'ble  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania.  _    . 


eiM*L  DioEurseN  to  CoxmciL  kc.^  1777. 

^  Head  Qaaarten,  Baritan,  Feb.  26ftb,  1777. 
D.  Rr, 

I  send  to  yon,  under  Guard,  4  Hessian  Prisoners,  talcen  at  this 
f  ortj  and  a  regular  Deserter^  who  lately  came  out  from  the  Enemy. 
I  am  sir,  your'sy  &c., 

By  order  of  Gen'  Dickinson. 

FBED'K  FRELINGHUYSEN,  B.  Major. 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  Counoa  of  Safcfy,  PhiUp 
delphia.    ^  tien«  Taylor. 


JoflJf  Walter  xo  Councu^  177T. 

8', 

Aooordbg  to  y  Qtdar  BigiUBct  lo  me  by  jtmrn  of  the  24th  In- 
stanti  I  have  made  an  Eseay  of  Sulpher  Oar,  sent  at  7*  same  timV^ 
and  find  it  to  be  poor  ia  Quality,  and  bo  rigidly  boiind  up  in  the  Iron 
it  18  combin'd  with  as  to  make  it  very  expensive  in  the  working, 
besides  y^  person  that  brot  it  informs  me  it  is  enveloped  in  a  soIkI 
fiock  which  will  make  the  Digging  it  expensive }  it  may  not  h^ 
amiss  to  inform  the-Bon.  Conncnl  that  I  have  made  essays  on  Oari 
brot  from  ull  parts  within  five  Hundred  Miles^  and  find  tone  bo 
rich  as  what  is  found  about  Bordentown  in  y«  Jerseys,  which|  besides 
has  the  advantage  of  lying  open  to  the  Day,  and  being  in  prodigiouB 
Quantltys. 

I  am  &,  [ 

yomr  moBt  bmnbLs  servS 

JOHN  WALTESa* 

Spring  Qai^ens,  2Tth  Feb,  1777. 
IHreded, 
.   To  Thos.  Wbarton,  Esq'. 


Dr.  John  Connolly  to  Council,  1777. 

Feb  27%  1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  I  arrived  in  ikSs  CUy,  ft  did  viyN)f  ibi  honor 
of  waiting  upon  the  Council  of  Safety ;  but  upon  enquiring  found 
they  had  adjourned.  I  had  it  in  design  to  have  repeated  my  atten- 
dance this  Morning,  but  am  absolutely  incapable  of  leaving  my  room. 
I  lodge  at  M'*  Papley's,  and  shall  oe  ready  to  comply  with  sncb 
directions  as  you  may  think  necessary  to  prescribe^  flattering  myself 
however,  that  nochiiig  definitive,  with  regard  to  me,  wtli  be  determined 
upon  until  I  am  in  some  degree  better. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully 
Sir, 
Tour  most  obed*  Serv*, 

JNO.  OONNOLLY.f 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqu',  President  of  the  Ooimeil  of  Safely. 

*  «te  V^.  TV.,  p.  719,  720,  763. 

t  See  Colon.  Eec.  Vol.  XI.  196,  200.  Also  101, 180,  242,  this  YoL 
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John  Evans  to  Council,  1777* 

Okeiiier  Ckmirty,  Feb*  27*,  1777* 
Sir: 

I.yeceived  your  favour  of  25*^  Instant,  and  it  mast  give  real  plea- 
tare  to  every  friend  of  Liberty  &  Virtue,  to  behold  the  dawn  of  a 
&  free  Independant  Government,  rising  out  of  the  Mhes  of  one  that 
was  likely  to  sap  from  ns  all  that  was  worthy  a  freemans  enjoyment, 
pleased  with  the  happv  appearanoe  (which  thro'  the  goodness  of  Pro- 
yidenoe)  our  noble  and  generous  struggle  for  Liberty  now  wears,  yet 
when  I  reflect  upon  the  important  trust,  that  will  come  within  the 
department  of  the  Executive  Counsel,  which  has  heretofore  been  so 
worthily  &  judiciously  conducted  by  the  Couucil  of  Safety,  it  gives 
me  great  uneasinesss  to  find  my-self  one  of  the  number  on  whom  such 
a  trust  is  to  Devolve,  and  my  great  diffidence  of  not  being  eqiial  to 
the  task,  wduld  have  rendered  me  extremely  unhappy,  but  for  the 
aid  and  assistance  which  the  Council  of  Safety  has  so  kindly  offered, 
which  to  me  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  will  be  alwaya 
very  acceptable,'  and  earnestly  sought  after. 

Agreeaole  to  the  order  of  the  Council  I  purpose  to  set  out  for 
Philad*,  on  Fryday,  and  expect  to  be  in  town  on  Saturday  or  Sunday 
next  at  fitrthest. 

I  am  with  gieat  respect  your 
Hble  Serv* 

JOHN  EVANS. 

Directed, 
Thomas  Whanton,  jun%  President. 


Daniel  Bancboet  to  Counoil,  1777. 

Sir, 

About  ten  days  ago  I  applied  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  &  from 
the  Presidents  answer  did  expect  soon  to  have  been  enlarged.  I  am 
fully  persuaded  of  being  able  to  convince  the  Council  that  my  con- 
duct has  been  misrepresented  to  my  disadvantage,  were  I  informed 
of  what  I  am  accused — I  should  suppose  that  ten  weeks  will  be  thcragbi  * 
affoffioient  length  of  time  for  a  person  to  be  confined  merely  upon  sua- 

Sicion  of  guilt — I  only  wish  my  actions  may  be  judged  with  candor 
i  impartiality — If  any  crime  be  proved  against  me  I  shall  patiently 
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fodfer — if  not,  I  W  I  may  not  be  longer  kept  here  at  the  ezpenoo 
of  property  and  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

your  most  Hble  Serv* 

DANL  BANCROFT,   . 

Bute  Ptiaon  27«»  Feb,  1777. 

Directed. 

President  of  the  Council  Safety. 


Gen.  Putnam  to  Osiir.  Gatbb^  1777* 

Princeton,  FcbJ^  27%  1777. 
Sir, 

By  the  bearer  Col.  Watts  have  sent  you  some  prisoners,  (tones  & 
enlisted  men,)  a  list  of  which  is  inclosed^-one  of  them  was  takei) 
with  Stockton,  but  being  sick,  could  not  be  sent  with  that  party — 
some  of  them  I  make  no  doubt  but  will  be  willing  to  enlist  into  tho 
Cont^  Service,  if  so,  I  think  it  would  be  well  enough  to  enlist  themi 
those  who  will  not,  I  would  have  them  put  immediately  on  Board 
the  frigates — the  Hessian  is  a  Dessrter — the  following  is  an  Extract 
of  a  letter  from  Head  Quarters,  24*^  FeV :  'There  happened  a  fray 
^yesterday  between  part  of  Oen*  Maxwell's  Brig*,  &  about  2000  of 
''the  Enemv,  in  which  our  people  took  7  prisoners  &  kept  the 
'<  nround.  Wo  had  I  man  killed  &  3  or  4  wounded.  The  Enemy's 
'*  loss  was  supposed  to  have  been  much  more  considerable.  They 
**  were  seen  to  carry  off  several  Waggon  load^  of  dead  &  woundca, 
"  We  expect  to  hear  more  of  it  to-day.'^ 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Hum"  Serv*, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

N.  B. — ^Be  good  enough  to  send  me  the  news  Papers,  we  scarce 
see  one  in  an  age,  and  then  by  accident.  I.  P. 

Directed^ 
The  Hon'ble  Msjor  General  Gates,  Philadelphia.    Col.  Watts. 


S4»  PE!f NSTIiTANIA  AKOHIVBB  HH. 

Wm.  Atleb  to  Council,  1777. 

Lancaster,  the  28«*  February,  1777. 
Gontlemen, 

Joseph  Bichardson,  the  Person  who  was  some  time  ago  charged 
with  counterfeiting  the  Bill  of  Credit  of  Pennsylvaniay  &  for  the 
apprehending  of  whom  a  large  reward  was  oSBred.  by  the  late  Oov^ 
ernor,  was  yesterday  Evening  brought  to  this  Place  by  Gen^nd 
Thompson,  Major  Butler,  &  some  other  officers,  who  met  with  him 
on  their  way  between  York  &  the  Susquehanna,  on  their  urrival 
here  they  delivered  him  to  the  Committee;  who  have  ordered  him 
to  Goal,  and  directed  me  to  inform  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the 
matter,  &  request  their  instructions  how  he  is  to  be  disposed  of. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  mention  that  Capt.  Abraham  Scott,  of 
Col.  Galbraitas  Battalion  of  Associators  in  this  Geunty,  lately 
brought  in  &  delivered  to  me  24  Muskets^  1  Hifle,  21  Bayonets,  19 
Belts,  36  Cartridge  Boxes,  1  Powder  Horn  &  Pouch;  &  2  wooden 
Canteens,  which  he  says  he  received  at  Philada.,  from  Mr.  Towers* 
Mr.  Scott  mistook  the  Directions  of  the  Council,  which  appoints  the 
Arms  of  the  several  Battalions  to  be  sent  to  Philada.  by  the  Colonels, 
but  as  he  had  brought  them  several  miles  in  a  Waggon^  &  that 
method  of  Carriage  without  Boxes  is  frequently  injurious  to  arms, 
I  received  them  from  him,  &  shall  send  them  down,  or  put  thenx 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Continental  Troops  here  as  the  CouncU  shall 
please  to  order,  tho'  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  I  delivered  6 
of  the  Muskets  with  6  Bayonets  &  Belts,  &  the  same  Number  of 
Cartridge  Boxes,  to  Captains  Lang  &  WertZ;  the  other  day,  (as  they! 
had  a  number  of  Deserters  to  escort  to  Philada.,)  &  took  theic 
Keceipt  for  them  to  be  delivered  to  the  Council  at  Philadelphia^ 
Colonel  Hartly  has  requested  the  others  of  me  for  the  use  of  hi^ 
Battalion,  &  likewise  requested  that  the  arms  collected  by  tha 
Colonels  here  might  be  put  into  the  Hands  of  his  People,  but  as.  tq 
these  matters  I  cou'd  give  him  no  answer.  A  few  of  those  here 
want  a  little  repairing  &  if  the  Council  think  proper  PI  have  it  done. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed't  Scrv^t, 
WILU-  ATLKB. 

Kichardson  has  a  Horse  here,  &  requests  the  liberty  of  selHog 
him;  or  sending  him  to  some  Friend  in  the  Country  where  he  may 
be  k«pt  at  less  expense  than  here. 

Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton ,  junior,  Esquire,  President  of  Honourable 
Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 
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MrrriHus  pob  Joseph  BicHAEDSOVy  1777. 

Sir, 

Major  BaUer  &  Capt.  Boyd  having  brought  to  Town  &  Deliyered 
into  jonr  care  a  Certain  Joseph  Kichardaon^'*'  being  the  Person  Ad- 
vertised b^  John  Penn,  Esq'.,  late  Oovemor  of  Pennsylvania,  & 
eharged  with  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Currency  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
am  ordered  by  the  Committee  to  require  and  Command  yoo  to  keep 
the  B*  Joseph  Bicbardson  safelj  confined  in  the  Goal  of  the  Countj 
of  Lancaster,  until  be  shall  be  from  thence  disohaxged  by  mder  £rovk 
the  Committee  or  other  proper  authority, 

WILLI-  ATLEB, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 

Lancaster,  the  28**  Peb^,  1777. 

Michael  Immel,  keeper  of  the  Common  Goal,  Lancaster  County, 
A  true  Copy  ^  me.  MICHAEL  IMMEL. 

The  above  being  a  Copy  of  the  mitimus  of  Joseph  Richardsoil 
certified  by  the  Gaol  keeper — the  said  Joseph  Richardson  hath 
requested  to  have  it  certified  whether  he  is  committed  by  order  of 
the  Committee  for  any  other  Cause  or  offence  than  what  is  therein 
contained— I  do  therefore  certify  that  the  above  contains  the  reasons 
for  the  commitment  of  the  said  Joseph  Richardson  by  the  Com« 
miitee,  and  the  only  reasons ;  there  beins  no  proof  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  support  of  the  assertions  of  his  being  a  Tory  or  inimical  to 
the  Liberties  &  Rights  of  America. 

WILLI-  ATLEE, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
Lancaster,  the  15«*  March,  1777. 


Col.  Proctor  to  Owbn  Biddm,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Princetown,  Mar.  I'S  1777. 
Bear  Sir, 

Last  evening  I  arrived  here,  having  taken  a  Circuit  through  our 
front  lines  in  order  to  examine  the  Artillery,  if  they  were  in  fitness 
for.aoticm,  s  report  of  which  am  to  make  to  His  Excellency  on  my 
return  to  Morris.  I  found  every  matter  in  sood  order,  and  at  sosm 
of  the  post  had  form'd  small  breast  works  for  defence,  particularly 
at  Middle  brook  and  Raritan  bridge.  The  men  are  in  Exceeding 
high  spirits.  Tou  perhaps  have  heard  of  the  skirmish  we  had  on 
Sunday  last  not  far  from  Quible  or  Samptown,  I  saw  Gtev}  Maxwell's 
letter,  which  mention  they  had  kill'd,  fifty  men  wounded  100.    Our 

*  See  YoL  IV.  p.  460,  and  Col.  Beo.  Tol.  X  p.  90. 
II* 
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I088  not  more  than  one  kill'd,  three  wounded,  and  bj  the  aceonni  of 
three  ^dederterB  of  49^^  reg*  I  heard  &  examined  one  Marine,  who 
left  Brunswick  Thirsday,  11  o'clock  in  the  day,  being  sent  out  to 
out  wood,  nearly  proves  the  same  as  the  Gen^  letter,  as  they  were  of 
ihe  picket  when  twelve  waggons  loaded  with  slain  were  buried. 
They  also  mention  that  Morris  is  their  mark  for  Vengence,  purpoe* 
ing  to  make  it  a  Visit  when  the  ground  is  a  little  olear'd  of  snow, 
which  at  present  is  prity  deep,  they  also  mention  great  uneagineBrt 
among  the  soldiery  for  want  of  pay,  scarcity  of  every  kind  of  P^ro*' 
tisions  but  salt,  and  that  138  horses  have  lately  been  carried  into 
an  adjacent  field  sear  Brunswick,  who  died  eating  so  little  of  our 
salt  marsh  hay. 

Gen^  Warner  informed  me  of  his  intending  last  Thirsday  night  to 
have  surprised  the  Hessian  Picket,  but  he  was  early  discovered  by  their 
out  sentinals,  from  whome  ho  reo'd  sundry  shotts  without  returning 
hoping  to  have  surrounded  th^ir  whole  guard,  brought  of  Two  Hess* 
.ians,  three  Horses,  and  sundry  Cattle  without  loss  on  our  side. 

S^  Mr.  Jos.  Bioe,  L*  oi  the  floting  battery,  earnestly  requests  to 
Join  the  Artillery  under  my  Command.  Ho  hop'd  to  be  Uonour'd 
with  a  Compy,  which  I  could  not  promise  him,  believing  you  had 
fiird  such  V  acanceys,  but  did  not  doubt,  from  his  being  known  to 
many  of  the  Elon'ble  Members  of  the  Councill,  that  a  Captain  Lieu* 
tenancy  might  be  conferred  upon  him.  If  S*"  you  think  the  applica* 
tion  proper,  as  time  could  not  admitt  of  any  other,  shall  be  much 
Obliged  in  your  Proposing  him  for  such  appointment.  Col.  Clem^ 
pidle  is  very  well — my  third  letter.  , 

I  remain  your  most 

Ob't  Humble  Servant, 

TflOS.  PROCTOR. 
Directed, 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq'.,  member  of  the  Honourable  Councill  of 
Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Council  to  Col.  Hallbe,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  March  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

His  Excell.  Gen.  Washington  has  requested  this  Council  to  send' 
the  ftench  Prisoners  now  at  Reading,  or  elsewhere  in  this  State,  to 
Easton,  under  the  Care  of  an  Officer  in  whom  we  can  place  confidencci 
in  order  that  an  Exchange  may  take  place. 

I  therefore  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  take  upon  you  this  trouble  y 
and  when  yoa  get  to  £aat0D|  you  are  to  dispatch  a  messenger  to 
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His  Skodky  to  let  Iifm  know  H,  and  netbe  from  hltn  raok  AnrflMr 
Binetms  rMpteting  their  Rovi,  Ac.,  as  he  nay  think  proper  to 
give.  It  ia  hie  partiralar  deeire  that  they  may  not  aoqaire  the  lenat 
nowledffr  of  o«r  Poets,  or  the  eitaatlon  of  any  Part  of  onr  Amyi 
to  that  I  beg  yon  to  have  a  watohfdll  Sye  over  them.  If  yen  think 
il  neoeeeafy  to  lake  with  you  an  officer  to  aasiBt  in  this  matter  tbo 
Oe«iieil  hate  not  the  least  oMeetion ;  he  can  be  soit  from  Easton  to 
Bis  BxeeU.  to  inform  him  of  yoor  getiag  there. 
I  am  with  great  respect 

S',  your  Very  Hnm. 
Direeled, 

Tc^GctLHaSer, 


Oouiffcn  TO  CoMMiTTEi  Of  Lakoastbr,  177T. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Philad%  March  8, 1777. 
Gent 

The  Council  being  informed  that  the  Barracks  in  your  Town  are 
rather  crowded,  have  agreed  that  euch  of  the  Hessian  Prisoners  as 
can  be  naefolly  imployed  may  be  inlarged  by  you  in  the  manner 
following  :-<^That  they  be  intrusted  with  sneh  persons  in  yowr 
County  as  you  can  confide  in,  to  keep  them  comfortable  ft  saib;  ft 
that  they  coatinno  subject  to  your  call  at  any  time.  We  also  n*. 
oommend  it  to  you  to  be  exaet  in  having  a  Tetom  of  tho  names  of 
the  persoos  who  imploy  them,  ft  the  names  ft  oeonpatioas  of  th« 
Prisonen  yon  shall  inlarge,  in  loonseqnence  hereof. 

I  am  Gent., 

Tour  Very  Hum.  sv*. 
DirecUd. 

To  Committee  of  Lancaster. 


Gov.  LiviKQSToN  TO  COUNCIL  OP  Sapbty,  1777. 

P'  Sir, 

Our  State  not  hanng  delivered  yours  fWmi  th^  Prisoners  contained 
in  the  List  tneiosed  in  your  Favour  of  the  26th  of  Feb^,  (which  I 
rseeived  bat  this  day,)  has  affeoted  me  with  ungular  eoneen.  The- 
Biiiienlty  of  knowing  kow  to  dispose  of  tbem  when  they  arrived 
heve,  has  proerastined  the  affair,  and  given  me  great  anxiety.  This 
will,  I  hope,  apdogme  for  haviftg  so  kng  pot  you  to  the  Tronbk  o^ 
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k«e|ftilg  them  id  thfti  Donaoe  in  vkidi  tbej  wen  oonsigiied  wilh^ 
oot  the  agddcy  of  thb  State.  But  m  General  Forman  is  now  daily 
ezpeotedy  who,  I  am  informed,  is  aUa  to  point  ont  thoir  seyeral 
Peiinqninoiea,  or  to  direct  us  to  persons  who  oaD|  I  have  sent  lieot. 
Smick  with  a  guard  to  reoeive  them  from  jour  state,  and  aineeiDelj 
•eknowledge  our  obligations  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennajlvam% 
l^r  seenring  such  a  Number  of  misereants  at  a  time  when  it  was  »ob 
in  our  Power  to  applj  the  same  remedy  against  the  EboUitions  of 
their  Treason  &  Bebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  serv*, 

wiL.  liivmaaTON. 

Bordentown^  Z*  march,  1777. 
Dvreeted^ 

To  The  Honbl«  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun%  Esq',  President  of  the 
^Supreme  Executive  Oonncil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennqrlysniay 
Philadelphia. 


[On  the  4th  March,  1777,  The  Supreme  Executiire  Council  under 
the  new  constitution  met,  and  their  minutes  commenced  in  Col.  Reo.^ 
Tol.  zi.,  p.  178.  On  the  5th^he  Council  &  Assembly  met  &  by 
jtMut  tmllofe  elected  Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn',  President,  &  Gecnga 
Bryant,  Vice  President,  of  the  Stq[>reme  EzecutiTe  Council,  forming 
the  EzoostiTe  branch  of  the  Got. — and  at  noon,  at  the  court  house, 
the  result  of  the.  election  was  proclaimed  with  great  ceremony,  (a 
detailed  account  of  the  procession,  &o.,  may  be  seen  in  the  Penna. 
Gasette  of  March  12.)  The  stile  &  title  is  ^<  His  Excellency  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun%  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executiye  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penns*,  Captain  Gen'l  &  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  and  over  the  same.''  (See  Col.  Records,  yol.  zi.  p.  174.) 
One  of  their  first  acts  was  to  issue  a  proclamation  for  a  day  of  fasting, 
humiliation  and  prayer,  conformable  to  recommendation  of  Congress, 
for  3^  April.  Finding  <<  that  the  Civil  Department  requires  great 
attention^'^  the  Council  established  two  Boards — ^a  Board  of  War 
for  the  land  service,"  of  9  persons;  &*^Bi  Navy  Board  with  cogni- 
sance of  all  matters  relating  to  the  Navy  of  the  State, ''  composed 
of  11  persons.  For  their  names  &  duties  see  Colon.  Bee,  vol.  zi., 
p.  182-184.  Thus  organised  &  divided  the  serrices  of  tH  late 
Council  of  Safety,  of  which  T.  Wharton  had  been  president,  being 
no  longer  neoessaiy,  were  dispensed  with  as  would  appear  from  their 
minutes,  terminating  on  the  18th  of  March,  the  day  on  which  these 
Boards  were  appointed*  Many  of  the  succeeding  papers  are. 
•Uredsed  to  theee  Boardsj  which  muat  not  be  confounded /with 
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nmikr  .depaximenfcB  eataUialiad  by  GoagnB9  far  G(mtioeutil  pur* 


The  minates  of  these  State  Boards  have  not  been  found. 
The  State  Board  of  War  was  disoontinaed  AngH  6, 1777.^See 
CoL  Bee,  Tol.  zi  p.  260.] 


ThOS.  HAKieAN  TO  OOVHCIL,  1777. 

Maroh  the  5, 1777.* 
Sir, 

Being  informed  of  s  great  (^antity  of  Bolpher*  to  be  refined  in 
INfierent  parta  of  thia  Continent,  and  as  it  ia  a  thing  not  aniyersally 
known,  I  shall  if  agreeable  to  yonr  Board,  for  the  sum  of  two  hnti- 
dred  poands,  Diselose  the  whole  proeess,  and  by  wioh  Directions,  joa 
may  make  the  most  ignorant  pefson  to  do  it,  and  for  every  ponnd 
yoa  paid  hearetofore,  I  shal  be  Bound  that  it  shall  not  eoat  tou  one 
shilling,  I  have  last  summer,  in  one  Day  Befined  five  hundred  weUil 
which  is  five  pounds,  with  the  small  sum  of  four  shillings,  cm^  The 
above  money  will  clear  it  self  in  the  first  ten  tuna. 

Sir. 
I  wait  your  answer 

THS.  HANIGAN. 
Directed, 
For  Mr.  Writtenhouse. 


Council  of  Sajbty  to  Gbn.  Washhiotok,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 
FhUada.  6  March,  1777. 
Sir, 

Lienteumt  Colonel  Boehm  of  Colonel  Geiger's  Batsllion  of  Militia 
(^Northampton  Co.,  now  in  Camp,  informs  us  that  they  are  uneasy 
under  an  apprehension  that  it  is  intended  to  keep  them  in  service 
more  than  the  allotted  time  for  the  militia  on  acoount  of  some  of  the 
said  Batallion  deserting  from  thb  City  when  they  were  under  march- 
ing orders:  At  the  particular  request  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boehm 
made  in  behalf  of  the  said  Militia  and  in  justice  to  them  we  take  the 
Liberty  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  they  have  been  veiy  active. 
Suppressing  the  Tories,  in  their  County,  and  the  principle  support  of 
the  cause  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  and  that  by  the  artifices  of 
designing  men  amongst  us  who  infused  into  their  minds  unjustifiable 

*  See  p.  245. 
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snspiolons  against  tbd  persons  in  power,  they  were  nidnoed  tliem  to 
leave  the  ^service  in  that  shamefull  manner,  we  wonld  therefore  beg 
leave  to  intercede  for  them  with  your  fizoellency  that  they  may  1m 
discharged  when  they  have  been  6  weeks  in  Camp,  as  we  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  they  are  sufficiently  mortified  at  their  late  eondueft 
and  will  in  fatufe  manifest  a  cheerful  obedience  to  authority. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Ezeelleiioy  General  Washingtoa. 


JoBxra  BiCHAEDSOir  TO  CoL.  Matlace,  1777^ 

March  y  7«' 1777. 
i)rSir, 

Theae  oonea  to  inform  you,  as  an  old  aoquaintaaee,  of  my  Prcaenft 
.  0itiwtk>D,  and  the  cause  of  my  being  heer. 

Seville  ill  SiapoaM  People  Bais'd  a  report  that  I  aeted  Inemleal  U^ 
the  Present  cause  of  my  Cuatrey,  which  was  without  just  foqndatioii 
I  was  apprehended  for  the  Same,  by  a  numbei  of  officers  and  Com- 
mitted to  Lancaster  goal  without  having  a  heering,  by  a  mittemuss 
for  that  Purpose,  the  next  day  the  Cheerman  of  the  Committee  sent 
for  the  Galer  and  took  up  the  mittemuss  as  nothing  Did  appear  to 
them  of  my  acting  inemical  to  my  Cuntrey.  But  now  continues  mt 
heer,  for  the  old  impeachm*  which  if  they  Dont  give  me  a  chance  o^ 
being  Released  by  tryal,  bail  or  otherwise,  it  will  much  Distress  my 
family,  and  not  serving  j*"  Cuntrey  as  one  of  my  Sons  is  in  the  Ser- 
vice, and  as  he  is  in  Duty  bound  to  take  care  of  his  mother,  &c.,  he  will 
be  oblig'd  to  Resine  hb  Commi'tion  for  that  Purpose. 

Therefore  Sir,  I  hope  you'l  be  so  kind  and  interest  yourself  in  the 
affidr  for  Justice  Sake.  I  cant  see  how  they  can  bring  it  to  tryal  as 
times  is,  altho  w^  be  glad  if  it  could  be  done  speedily,  as  I  have  long 
wish'd  for,  and  made  application  for  y*  same  by  a  fr'  to  the  attorney 
General,  Judgeis  &c.,  which  I  gave  my  attendance  in  Philada. 
Oountey,  for  ^at  Purpose,  But  Received  an  answer  thai  Goveram't 
was  likely  to  be  broke  &  nothing  could  be  done  at  that^me  &  I  am 
afraid  it  is  so  still.  So  I  hope  you'l  consider  my  sitiial^D  and  asist 
in  getting  me  some  Relief,  for  my  familys  sake  if  no  other.  Your  t 
pliance  will  much  oblige  your  cud  fr*  and  well  wisher. 

JOS.  RICHARDSON.* 
JHreUed, . 

To  Col.  Timothy  Matlack,  in  Philada. 
*  See  p.  849. 
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BoBUT  MoB&is  TO  CoDJBTon.  OE  Safbtt,  1777. 

Marine  offio6|  March  8^  1777. 
OentlemeOy 

As  the  sloop  IndepedeDce  is  now  ready  to  sail  and  we  find  it  im» 
iiossihle  to  get  a  SorjEeon  for  her,  I  must  request  the  Favour  that  the 
Bearer  hereof  Mr.  Wm.  Russell  maj  have  a  discharge  from  your 
service  to  act  in  that  capacity  on  board  her.  If  this  can  be  done 
with  propriety  it  will  serve  the  public  and  oblige  Oentlemen. 

Your  most  Obed<  Ser?*. 

ROBT.  MORRIS. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon'ble  the  Council  of  Safety. 


Pbtbr  D«  Havbn  to  Col.  Bull,  1777. 

French  Creek,  March  10, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  in&rm  yon  of  the  unhappy  Bzplotion  of  Blpwiug 
wp  tha  Continel  Powder  Mill  this  Morning  About  10  A  ocloek, 
Which  Wee  are  very  Supspities  has  bin  Don  by  Mr.  Peek  or  his  Meoir 
as  they  have  yoused  Severel  odd  Ezprestious,  and  thay  hod  Gon 
Sum  £dstants  from  it  at  the  Time  it  Uapned  and  Runn  to  the  next 
neigbbers  house  &  Did  not  Come  back  till  Wee  Sent  out  A  Oard  for 
them.  Mr.  Beck  Seem  to  Say  at  first,  that  all  his  Men  Where 
killed ;  Secondly,  he  Said  that  he  had  Seen  the  Men  Ooing  to  the 
Oraining  house;  that  k  Sam  other  Besons  Give  Me  Som  Reaon  to 
thi&k  have  Sum  knowledg  of  it  The  first  Day  of  this  instand,  CoL 
Peter  Grub  Was  at  the  Powder  Mill,  Sumwhat  in  Drink ;  he  Damned, 
the  Powder  Mill,  and  told  Col.  Dewese  Let  us  Blow  it  to  hell.  Which 
I  thought  Was  A  very  odd  Bxprestion  When  OoL  Dewease  told  Me; 
&  Sevml  oHiers  heard  him  use  that  Bspr^stion ;  he  and  Mr.  Peek 
Seemed  verry  Great,  &  he  Lodged  With  Mr.  Peek  that  Knight.. 
Wee  have  Got  the  Men  &  Mr.  Peck  under  Oard,  till  firther  orders 
from  the  CounsyL    So  I  remain 

Tour  Friend  &  Humble  Servant, 
PETER  DE  HAVEN.* 

To  Col.  John  Bull,  or  The  Hon^>«  Council  of  Safely,  Philadelphia.  • 
V  fovour  Cap«  Bodly. 

«  See  Gobi.  Bee.,  Yol.  XI,  p.  184. 
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Testimony  KESPBCTiNa  Explosion  of  Powder  Mill,  177T. 

Taken  Saturday,  15  Marcb,  1777. 

Peter  Debayen's  Testimony  oonoerning  the  burning  of  the  Powder 
Mill,  on  Monday,  10th  March,  1777. 

He  was  by  the  dwelling  house,  about  800  yards  from  the  Mill,  an<i 
looking  toward  it,  when  it  blew  up ;  and  Saw  the  roof  move  before 
he  heard  the  first  ezplosioif.     The  second  explosion  he  thinks  was 
as  quick  after  the  first,  as  while  a  man  could  go  across  the  room. 
The  people  of  the  Factory  and  others  ran  to  assist. 

On  enquiry  of  Peck  where  the  men  were,  he  said  they  were  all 
killed ;  some  persons  said  it  could  not  be,  for  he  had  seen  them  just 
before.  Mr.  Peck  then  said  he  had  seen  them  go  to  the  Graining 
house  just  before,  with  a  tub  of  Powder. 

Mr.  Peck  went  to  the  graining  house  while  the  Mill  was  on  fire, 
set  the  works  a  going,  and  began  to  sift;  whereupon  he,  Mr.  De- 
hayen,  directed  him  to  leave  off,  and  the  Guard  took  him  into 
custody. 

None  of  Mr.  Peck's  Men  assisted  in  extinguishing  the  fire.  Horn* 
burgh's  men  all  readily  assisted  -,  one  of  them  was  the  man  who  was 
in  the  Mill  at  the  time  of  its  taking  fire,  who  was  burned  so  as  that 
expired  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Dehaven  has  heard  that  '  Steigar  should  say  the  Salt 

Petre  was  almost  expended,  and  that  when  it  was  done  the  Mill 
would  not  be  of  any  use. 

Andrew  Monk's  Testimony, 
(being  duly  sworn.) 

He  says  he  wrought  in  one  End  of  the  Mill,  in  the  employment 
of  Homburgh — was  in  the  drying  House  when  the  powder  Mill  took 
fire,  but  did  not  see  it,  as  the  door  is  on  the  aide  of  the  drying  houae 
ftom  the  Mill. 

Qu.  Did  you  hear  any  threats. 

A.  I  heard  Jaoob  Stager  some  time  last  week  say,  the  Salt  Petre 
would  be  out  next  week,  and  he,  Stager,  thought  the  MiM  would  not 
be  of  much  use  after  the  Salt  Peter  was-^ 
'  Stegar  being  introduced-— 

He  says  he  asked  Stegar  if  the  SaJt  petre  was  nigh  done;  he  .aid. 
it  would  be  out  next  week,  and  that  the  Mill  would  be  of  no  use 
when  it  was  nigh  out, 

John  Bouland : 

Was  standing  Gentry  at  the  drying  house ;  that  Monk  9nd  Stanr 
was  conversing  about  the  Salt  Petre  being  out;  that  Steigar  said  he 
thought  the  powder  Mill  would  not.  be  mneh  after  the  Salt  Petre  was 


(3000:;  bf  ii;m  19  ^»  fqoi  of  tim  MEefdow  wh^  lite  MiV  «9P  Wnt, 
irith  Mr.  rugfi. 

Siagfii  sajs  he  was  in  the  gramiDg  house  w^en  t1ie  Hill  |topkfiro| 
Ih^A  be  w«s  fiiftieg  at  the  time  ft  h^apoeqei — that  he  bad  just  befost 
assiated  ip  briiigiiig  ^  tab  of  Powdor  from  the  Ste^ipiog  Mill  to  tl^ 
grftimpg  HUl^  that  whea  he  hetxd  the  j&rpt  e^plown  be  nn  o£ 

•    Levy  BavJs: 

He  saw  two  men  from  the  Powder  Mill  earryiog  a  tab  full  of  Pow- 
der to  the  Graining  Mill ;  that  Stagar  was  one  of  them ;  that  Stagar, 
being  a  big  mao,  was  endeavouiing  to  heave  a  greater  part  of  the  weight 
of  the  tub  on  the  other,  who  was  a  little  man ;  and  appeared  to  be  quite 
nn^^CM&med  and  playful.  On  being  asked  bow  long  it  was  after  the 
Tub  of  powder  had  been  carried  to  the  graining  miU  before  the  mill 
took  fire — Answer,  five  or  six  minutes.  Qu.  Did  you  aee  any  ef 
the  people  run  away  before  ti:^  Mill  totk  fire  t   Afi.  NO;  he  di4  i¥>t. 

John  Flemmin :  (wfcs  a  Gtard  of  the  Militia.) 

Was  in  the  Guaiti  House  when  the  Stamping  Mifl  took  fire,  and 
en  Us  hearing  the  explosion  he  looked  and  saw*  the  people  running 
es  if  greatly  frightened.  Qu.  Did  you  see  tbe  people  run  before  the 
Mill  took  fire?  An.  Ko.  Qu.  How  far  were  the  men  off  wheti  you 
saw  them  mnP  An.  tre  or  six  poles.  Qu.  How  long  after  the 
ExplonoQ  was  this  7    An.  A  minute  or  two. 


Examination  b^pecting  Explosion  of  Powdbb  Mill, 

1777. 

Mr.  Beok,  the  Powder  Maker, 

Says  he  beard  three  explosions;  and  ran  to  inquire  concerning  the 
fate  of  his  men* 

Mr.  Bittenhonse  says 

He  was  at  a  distance  when  the  aoeident  happened,  and  can  give 
little  account  of  it;  but  that  he  thought  it  yery  strange  that 
Mr«  Beek  shet»ld  aet  the  Graining  Mill  to  work  at  such  a  time. 

Mr.  Beck  says  that  he  was  greatly  fVighteo^d;  and  also  that  it  was 
usual  to  grain  the  Powder  immediately,  as  it  suffered  by  delay. 

t(r.  Bittenhonse  observes,  That  fa^  and  the  officers  of  the  Guard 
thought  it  their  duty  to  secure  Beck  and  the  men  who  ran  off. 

Mr.  B^ok  says  That  Ool>  Gn^bb  was  there  and  behaved  in  his  usnal 
mad  way ;  that  he  lodged  with  him  at  Mr.  Dehaven's  request. 

Mr.  Bittenhonse  says  That  Coll.  Dewees*  told  him  that  GoU.  Grubb' 
had  said  to  him^  *<  ]>amn  the  Pbwder  Mill ;  let  ns  blow  it  to  hell." 

Coll.  Dewey  says 

*  Seepage 261. 


• 
'.  Mk  Stnbb  wad  at  tibe  Powder  MiH  aboat  a  week  tefbre  the  1mni>- 
iBg  of  them }  That  Coll.  Grabb  said  he  and  fonr  men  co<ild  ^^  blow 
the  Powder  Mill  to  Hell/'  and  other  rash  expressions,  wUoh  be 
thought  were  the  eff^sts  of  Liqnor ;  That  he,  Coll.  Dewees,  had  men^ 
iioD^  to  Odl.  Ombb  his  intention  of  raising  a  Ti^niiteer  Gompanr 
of  Militift,  if  tbej  should  be  called  upon  again ,  and  OolL  GruU 
said,  next  morning,  when  he  was  sober,  that  if  ColL  Dewees  would 
send  him  word  he  would  join  the  said  Gompanj.* 


Extract,  Jambs  Read  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1777. 

Gknlfamen, 

On  the  6th  Instant  I  oommitted  to  Ooal  William  Freymejer  and 
John  Terger  for  uttering  eounterfeit  Bills  of  four  Dollars,  and  of 
Two  Thirdb  of  a  Dollar,  knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  in  imitation 
of  those  emitted  by  Congress,  dated  February  17, 1776.  I  wrote 
immediately  to  Mr.  Bradford,  desiring  him  to  warn  the  Publio.  I 
now  inclose  one  of  the  Counterfeits  of  Four  Dollars,  which  I  would 
haye  returned*  Those  of  two  Thirds  of  a  Dollar  have  no  Capital 
Letter  under  the  Device,  as  the  true  Bills  have*  ♦        «        i|( 

I  anf  with  the  utmost  Bespect, 

€leBtlemen,^ 

Your  most  humble  Serv*. 

JAMES  BEAD.t 

Beading,  March  10, 1777. 
Directed^ 

To  Tbe  Honourable  The  Council  of  Safety  of  the  SUte  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  Philadelphia. 

By  M'.  Peter  Fedler. 


MiNUTis  OF  Council  of  VniaiNiA.    Expkditiok  to 
Pluoot's  Towk,  1777. 

In  Council,  Williamsburgb,  March  12th,  177T. 

This  Board  having  from  time  to  time  received  undoubted  Intelli- 
gence of  reported  Hostilities  committed  on  the  subjects  of  this 
Common  Wealth  by  the  Indians  of  Pluggy's  Town,  and  notwith- 
standing the  just  Kemonstrances  made  to  them  on  the  subject  bj 
our  Agents  for  Indian  Affairs,  they  have  not  been  brought  to  a 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  184,  and  p.  261  of  this, 
t  See  Colon.  Bec.,'Vol.  zi.,  p.  284. 


I  of  ThAjy  bat  from  their  repeated  Injnrieiy  there  is  the  grealeet 
mees  to  «Mct  nore;  Mid  LuoLnee  ineteed  of  the  good  Neighbour- 
hood we  wieh  to  oaltiyate  with  all  the  Indian  Tribes.  Aftd  whereas 
the  obstinate  &  wicked  dbposition  of  the  Indians  of  Pli^gy's  Town 
h«ve  b^Q  nsprasflDled  toGeq0BesS)&  diey  seem  to  have  no  prospeots 
si  OoosiBatMNiy  hot  lia?e  rmrred  to  this  Board  the  proprietj  of 
'  'mm  War  on  them  if  it  can  be  dose  without  exciting  jealonsy  & 
aid    ■  '    ■       " 


Diseora  with  the  other  Neighbaariug  Nations,  Sesolved  that  Geone 
Morgan  Esq'r,  Superintendent  of  Indian  A&irs  &  Go^*  John  Nevul 
(or  in  his  absence  Robert  Campbell  Esq*)  do  oonfer  with  suoh  Chief 
or  Chiefs  of  the  Delaware  &  Shawnese  Indians  as  may  be  reliMi  oa 
for  see»ej  t  idelij^,  and  repr«emt  to  them  the  necessity  of  cbas- 
tuang  the  said  Indians,  and  in  case  the  said  Gentlemen  shall  fin4 
that  the  said  Shawnese  k  Delawares  do  not  give  reason  to  ^prehend 
discord  with  them  by  reason  of  suoh  a  proceeding*  Sesolv^,  That 
300  Militia  Men  commanded  by  a  Col**,  Major,  6  Captains,  6  lien- 
tenants,  &  six  Ensigns,  ft  a  proper  number  of  Nonoommissioned 
Oflleers  be  ordered  to  make  an  Expedition  to  said  Pluggy's  Town  ia 
order  to  punish  that  people  for  their  unprovoked  Cruelties  committed 
en  the  Inhabitants  of  Virginia. 

That  the  Officers  commanding  this  Expedition  have  it  in  charge  a| 
their  peril,  and  that  all  those  concerned,  that  no  Injury,  Provoca^ 
tion,  or  iU  treatment  of  any  kind  be  done  or  sufiered  to  the  Delaware 
4  Shawnese  Indians  throuch  whose  Countrv  they  pass.  But  on  the 
other  hand  that  the  said  Officers  be  strictly  charged  ft  commanded 
to  conduct  themfielves  towards  them  as  our  faithful  Friends  ft 
Bretbten.  Government  being  determined  to  revenge  ths  least  in« 
jury  done  them. 

That  the  Officers  oommanding  this  Expedition  apply  to  Oeoi^ 
Mornn,  Esq'-,  for  Ammunition,  Provisions,  ft  Stores  necessary  fov 
the  Party,  who  is  re(||uested  to  give  any  aisisianoe  in  his  power  to 
foffwacd  the  Undertaking. 

*  That  the  Commanding  Officer  ought  to  be  dirsoled  to  ahew  Mercy 
to  the  Women  ft  Children  ft  to  such  of  the  Men  as  surrender  them- 
selves, ft  to  send  all  Prisoners  taken  by  his  Party  belondng  to  said 
Pluggor's  Town  to  this  City ;  And  as  the  success  of  this  Expeditioa 
will  depend  upoir  the  dispatch  with  which  it  is  conducted.  Resolved 
that  if  a  majority  of  the  Field  Officers  ft  Captains  who  are  to  be 
engaged  in  it  shall  judge  it  best,  that  the  Men  shall  be  directed  to 
march  on  Horseback  finding  their  own  Horses  ft  carrying  their  own 
Provisions,  and  that  they  ought  to  receive  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  so  doing. 

That  Col»-  David  Shepherd  of  Ohio  C*^-  be  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Expedirion,  that  Major  Henry  Taylor  of  Tohogania  C*-  to  be 
Major,  and  that  they  nominate  the  Captains  &  Subaltern  Officers  out 
of  Those  Commissioned  in  the  Counties  of  Monongalia,  Tohogania  ft 
OhiO|  or  either  of  them. 

A  Copy. 

Signd,  ABCH'D  BLAIR,  CFk. 


TWlfinmAufgli,  M ttoh  Wtli,  1777. 

Ton  will  peroeivie  by  the  PapeiB  whMi  aocmpttiy  tbis^  thftt  tke 
Indians  at  Plnggy^s  Town  are  to  be  pimished  ik  an  exettiilary  niati« 
ner.  When  you  apply  to  tbe  8faawiie«e  &  DehvivjuMB  on  m&  sufcj^ety 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  obserre  toihem,  that  these  viikinons  Ia&n4 
by  their  frequent  misefaiefs;  may  breed  Snepieions  against  isBOoetti 
ifHends  k  Allies ;  for  it  is  often  diffienlt  to  tdl  what  Nation  aye  tkm 
OffendeiiB. 

'  WilRng  to  enltTvate  that  good  wadentandtng' that  ssbsista  between 
Virginia  &  their  Nations^  the  Shawnese  ft  uelawares  eannot  Uiko 
umbrage  at  the  march  against  Pkigg/s  people^  more  espeok^y  as 
the  latter  march  through  the  Country  of  the  fimner  when  they^ 
attack  us. 

Ton  will  readily  understand  the  delieaey  of  tfio  Bosiness  is 
6^eiiing  this  matter  to  the  Chieft.  Many  if  trusted  may  not  keefif 
h  secret. 

If  the  Enemy  have  warning,  the  Bxpedition  will  produce  bat 
fotfe  good  compared  to  what  may  be  expected  if  they  kre  attacked 
by  snrpriae. 

'  You  will  please  to  eommunioate  to  the  ARteB  ai  this  State,  thu 
ttrict  orders  riven  to  the  Officers  &  8oktiers  not  to  mdest  or  oiF<^ 
any  but  the  Bnemy  of  Pluggy's  Town,  &  thttt  oid^s  are  given  to 
spare  the  Women  and  Children,  and  ench  of  the  Men  as  sabmit. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  remind  yon  that  the  suooees  of  the  Enterpna^ 
depends  upon  the  address  &  propriety  which  will  I  hope  distiogniBh, 
tour  conduct  in  communicating  this  «ffitt>  to  the  Shawikeae  & 
beiawares. 

'  I  trust,  <}entletten,  that  you  will<  lea^  noiMng  in  yoor  powetf 
undone  that  may  tend  to  give  success  to  a  measure  so  neoeesary  M 
^e  wen  beinff  of  your  Country ;  And  that  yoa  will  not  eonf  ne 
yourselves  to  the  strict  line  ef  I>nty  With  vespeot  to  what  fiills  into 
the  business  of  eaeh  Officer  respectively,  but  act  on  the  most  Uiiefal 
Plan  for  promoting  the  Enterprise. 

I  have  tho  Honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Four  most  Ob*  h'blo  Setv*, 

Sign'd,  P.  HENRY,  Jr-* 

P/S.  Yoa  will  oommunioate  every  thing  necessaiy  to  the  Ofih 
osr  who  Is  to  eommand  in  Chief. 

'      *  See  letter  from  Messrs.  Morgan  and  29evtt],  Apm  1.     • 
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P.S.  If  ilw  judged  twi  to  «opftrt<>f  the  iTijiaPlagg^ftToni 
by  Water^  ]al  ii  be  f«~|l^i9  may  ii?9id  perhaps  aU  pffeim  (o  oUm 
IndiaiiB. 

P.  H. 
Directed^ 

To  George  Morgan,  Esq'-,  &  Col«-  Join  Nevill,  or  in  tbe  AWe^ee 
of  the  latter,  to  Robert  Campbell,  Esq^-,  ^'ittebqigb. 


Andrew  Caldwell  to  Council  oe  Safety,  177T. 

Sir, 

In  jastioe  to  my  self  and  ditofaarge  oF  my  daty  to  tbe  pnblick,  I 
take   the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with   the  Inoloeed,"^  which  I 
eamistly  recommend  to  your  Consideration. 
I  am,  Sir,  Very  Respeetfttlly, 

Your  Very.Obed't  ServH, 

AND'W  CALDWELL. 

Philada.,  Friday  Moming,  IStk  Manh,  1776. 

Directed. 
To  The  Chairman  of  the  Honorable  Committee  of  Safety,  Phil. 


Deposition  op  Coll,  William  Dewees,  1777. 

Coll.  William  Deweos  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelistg 
of  Almiffhty  Qod  did  depose  and  say,  That  on  Saturday  the  first 
day  of  March,  last,  he  was  at  the  Powder  Mills  on  French  Creek, 
with  Coll.  Peter  Grubb,  who  was  greatly  in  liquor  and  behaved  very 
madly  that  among  other  things  he  said  that  himself  and  four  others/ 
Goold  in  spite  of  all  the  Guards^  blew  the.  Powder  Mill  to  Hell,  and 
other  words  of  the  like  import,~That  He  (Coll.  Dewees)  then  aske^ 
him  why  he  did  not  do  it,  to  which  Coll.  Grubb  replied,  that  he  did 
not  want  to  do  it,  or  to  injure  tbe  Mill,  or  words  to  this  effect- 
that  the  next  day  when  Coll.  Grubb,  was  sober  he  did  not  intimate 
any  suoh  sentiments  as  he  had  expressed  the  day  before,  but  on  the 
contrary,  when  Coll.  Dewees  talked  of  raising  a  Company  of  Volun- 
teers in  case  of  the  Militia  being  again  called  upon — Coll.  Grubb, 

*  This  prolMbly  refers  to  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  Nary  Board,— 
lee Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XL,  p.  187 
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MiM  he  wGttld  join  hi  ft  and  go  to  Oatnp  if  Ooll.  Dewees  wotild  infbrm 
kim  of  BQoh  a  G<wtpaii j  being  raised'— -And  further  sailh  not. 

WM.  DEWEES,  Jr.* 
Swotn  before  the  Supreme 
Ezeoutive  Council^  on 
Saturday  the  15th  of 
Mareh,  1777. 

T.  MATLAO,  Secy. 


Gknl.  Heard  to  Council  op  Safbtt,  1777. 

Head  Qoartera^  Bariton  16^  Maroh;  1777. 
denilemen; 

The  bearer  hereof,  Ghrifitopher  Wood,  is  a  Deserter  from  the 
British  Army,  which  came  in  Friday  last,  and  agreeable  to  his  Ezoel- 
lencie's  Orders  send  him  to  Philad*.  for  your  directions. 
I  am  Gent". 

Your  most  hum  Senr*. 

NATHAN'L  HEARD,  B.  G. 

PS.  Permit  the  bearer,  G  Wood  (a  deserter  from  the  Biitiah 
Army)  to  pass  to  Philadelphia.    Bariton  16^  March,  1777, 
By  order  Gten>  Heard. 

PETER  GORDON,  M.  B. 

Permit  and  direct  the  Bearer  to  pass  to  Flemiugtown  from  thmice 
to  Gorells  Ferry  &  from  thence  to  Philadelphia. 

The  Honble  The  Gounoil  of  Safety,  of  Philadelphia. 

From  General.  Heard  by  a  British  Deserter,  Head  Quarters  at 
Baritan,  March  16, 1777. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  VoL  XI.,  p.  184.— Also  pp.  265-268,  of  this  VoL 
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HwBT  FiBBU  T9  CouKOii.  ov  Sakbtt^  1777. 

PbUaddphia,  March,  17, 177L    ^ 

Sir, 

I  am  oomiimiided  by  the  Siqir«B6  EzaoatiTia  CSobmI  of  tUs  8tat9 
to  lay  bafoieOoBgreaith0  4^py  of  aktter  jcifltnoeiTed&ovH 
Fisher  which  is  as  follows. 

[Copy  from  Original  hid  before  Oooneil  17  Mar :  1777,  and  sent 
ioUongress.] 

«  Lewis  Town,  March,  14, 1777. 
Gentlemen, 

'^  On.Ttt^clay  the  11th  after  niffht  there  came  into  ou*  Road  two 
'^  Ships  and  a  Sloop  Tender,  one  of  them  has  not  been  in  our  capes 
'<  before,  I  take  her  to  be  a  forty  or  fifty  gun  ship,  the  other  a  frigate, 
^'  the  sloop  appears  to  have  ten  guns ;  on  Wednesday  morning  there 
^  appeared  a  third  ship,  the  Frigate  made  sail  after  her,  they  have 
'*  not  been  seen  since,  last  evening  the  other  ship  went  oat  and  at 
''  this  time  they  are  not  to  be  seen  from  the  Light  house/' 

''  I  should  haye  sent  off  this  express  before,  but  did  not  knoir 
<'  when  they  might  be  bound  up  the  bay  and  then  should  not  bav6 
^<  had  the  bouses.  Our  Cfouncil  of  Safetjr  will  not  admit  of  a  raard 
'<  when  the  ships  are  in  the  road,  therefore  I  dont  know  when  I  may 
^  be  sumised  and  taken  on  board,  belicTe  me  gentlemen  I  am  in  a 
^  very  deplorable  state,  for  when  the  Roe  buek  was  last  in  the  io*4 
^*  I  hai^ned  to  be  the  ocoDBianding  officer  and  <mly  osdeted  twelve 
'^men  and  an  officer  to  reeeire  the  Flag  as  they  were  often  aend- 
^  ing  on  eboffe  when  two  of  the  Council  which  were  magiatnteaaod 
'<  another,  came  and  advised  that  we  should  lay  down  our  airms  and 
''submit.  By  this  you  may  see  the  temper  of  our  people  here. 
''  These  are  matters  of  fact  and  such  as  I  am  able  to  prove ;  &  if  the 
''  honorable  Congress  does  not  take  some  notice  of  us,  the  pilots  will 
''be  all  taken  in  their  beds,  for  you  cannot  think  that  ten  or  twelve 
"  men  can  stand  guard  and  protect  themselves,  therefore  must  beg 
"your  assistance,  or  you  will  feel  the  effects  of  it  if  there  should 
"  come  a  fleet  into  our  Bay.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  strive  to  do 
"every  thing  that  lies  in  my  power  for  the  good  of  the  cause." 
J  am  Gentlemen  your  most  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  FISHER  * 

NB.  Please  to  call  on  Davis  Betan,  and  he  can  proye  some  of  the 
matters  I  have  alleged* 

IHreetedf 
To  the  Honorable  the  Coundl  of  Safety,  Philadelphia* 

*  Colon,  Beo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  184. 
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AsBiBMBLY  *ro  pBBfliDjnrp'  Wharton,  ITTT. 

Hotioted  8ir/ 

I  am  direoted  by  the  Hon'ble  the  General  Awembly  to  transinit 
to  ycfa  tile  Naines  of  lbs  QeDifemen  wnniQated  by  ihem  m  L1«at4ii- 
aola  b  S«lhLlei]t6QaiktB^  for  the  several  Oovnties  of  tbig  State. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Tosr-tery  h'ble  8ert«, 

JOHN  MORRIS, 

Clerk  of  the  Oen^l  Asaeokbly. 
Directed f 
To  the  Hon*ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^. 


David  RrtTENHOusif  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

pir, 

I  make  no  doabt  that  the  House  of  Aasenibly  wfH  bcfote  they 
riaa^  if  tbey  not  already  impower'd  the  Gonndl  to  draw  on  th($  ^a- 
aury  for  such  antna  aa  they  may  have  ooeaaton  for,  and  I  ahalt  widi 

C'  mnre  answer  yoar  orders  whilst  any  money  remains  in  my  handa; 
t  if  tfan  neeesssry  preliminaries  are  not  yet  settled;  perhaps  it 
Won'd  be  better  to  draw  on  the  Board  of  War,  but  this  I  submit  CO 
yoai\  better  Jodgment  and  wait  yoor  direetions  in  the  matter. 
I  art,  Sir,  your  most 

Obedient,  Humble  Serv*, 

DAV'D  RITTBNHOU8B. 
His  Excellency,  T.  Wharton,  Esq*-. 


Resignation  of  William  Moore  from  War  Ofpiob,  1777. 

PennsyWania  War  Offioa, 

PhiK  Maroh  y  19lh;  1777.  . 
Sir,  , 

The  long  &  elote  altendanoe  I  hare  given  to  Pnblio  Afiairs  has 
interfered  much  in  my  own  private  business,  &  affected  my  health. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1777.  »& 

For  tbese  reasoDs  I  am  oblig'd  to  resign  my  Beat  at  the  Bowd  of 
War,  to  which  you  were  pleas'd  to  appoint  me. 
I  am,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  most  h'ble  Serv*, 

-  WM.  MOORE. 

To  Hb  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan**,  Esq%  Pr'st. 


Report  of  thb  Babbaok  Master,  1777. 

March  21st,  1777. 
Copy  of  a  Report  made  by  Mr.  Ozeas,  Dep^^  Barrack  Master. 
A  Retom  of  Abraham  Witts'  house  in  Second  Street,  Cap*  Mul- 
len's Gomps^  of  Marines :  a  dirty  yard,  Burned  the  whole  stairs  ia 
the  Kitchen,  dresser  &  mantle  piece,  the  whole  yard  full  of  human 
dang  till  to  the  door.  I  desired  them  5  days  agon  to  clean  it,  but 
they  have  done  nothing  yet 

PETER  OZEAS,  D.  B. 

I  have  examined  the  above  house,  &  find  the  report  not  in  the 
least  ezagerated.  General  Gates  has  directed  Coll.  Melchor  to  set 
an  Estimate  made  &  give  it  to  the  Pay  master  Gen'l,  that  it  may  he 
charged  to  Gap*  Mullen's  Companies  account. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Hints  for  the  Li£u'ts  of  the  Counties,  1777. 

Not  to  call  out  Commis"  or  Non  Commis*  officers  faster  than 
privates.     See  resolve  of  Congress  on  this  head. 

In  warning  out  a  Class  or  Classes  of  Militia  to  give  notice  either 
personal  or  in  writing,  left  at  each  persons  abode,  of  which  proof 
may  be  made  hereafter,  in  case  of  dispute. 

To  demand  the  ezpence  of  Substitution  before  Witness.  If  not 
paid,  that  a  summons  be  taken  out  from  2  Justices  (above  £5)  for  the 
delinquent  to  appear,  &  show  cause  why  the  sum  demanded  should 
not  be  levied  by  distress  &  sale  of  the  goods,  &  chattels.  Land  ft 
{Tenements  of  the  party )  appearance  to  be  on  a  day  k  hour  &  at  a 
place  appointed.  That  a  hearing  be  granted,  if  he  appears,  k  at- 
tention be  ffiven  to  his  reasonable  objections. 

Arms  &  olankets  will  be  objects  of  constant  search. 

The  ability  of  substitutes  should^ be  carefully  regarded;  for  the 
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Commts'.of  Masiers,  rejecting  any  of  tbese,  no  paf  can  bo  expooted. 
When  any  Class  or  party  of  Militia  shall  be  embodied,  the*Lieu^,  oi; 
a  deputy  Lieu*,  should  immediately  send  an  accurate  return  of  the 
officers  &  privates;  distinguishing  their  stations,  Condi tione,  arms, 
tents,  blankets,  &  other  material  circumstances.  And  that  tho 
Commis"  of  such  Corps  bo  ordered  to  make  further  return  weekly. 
The  returns  to  be  made  to  the  Bend',  &  Copies  thereof  to  the  Gen'l 
commanding  the  Militia  of  this  State. 

That  each  substitute  hired  by  the  Lieu*,  be  engaged  for  &  in  the 
stead  of  some  certain  individual^  &  his  name  be  subjoined  to  the 
delinquents  name  in  the  lists. 


TflO*s  Dbwbbs  to  President  Whartok,  177^. 

Withal  due  Submission  for  the  liberty  I  take  to  inform  yonr 
Excellency  of  the  Condition  of  the  Old  Goal,  not  knowing,  some 
time  past,  who  to  apply  to.  As  in  different  parts  of  it  is  out  of 
repair,  and  not  altogether  Secure  for  the  Persons  Committed  under 
my  care,  I  therefore  most  humbly  Solicit  your  Excellency  to  ap^ 
.point  some  proper  Person  to  inspect  the  same.  And  am  with  duo 
l)eferencc, 

your  Excellency's  most  humble, 

&  obedient  serv*, 

THO'S  DEWEES. 

Philadelphia,  | 

Mar.  22*,  1777  j 
Directed^f 

To  His  Excellency  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq.,  Captain  General,   & 
Commander  in  Chief,  &c.,  &o. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Lancaster  Comm'e,  1777 

Sir, 

It  being  represented  to  tho  Council  by  M'  Christian  Wirta  that> 
on  account  of  tho  late  riot  at  Lancaster,  he  nnderstands  a  number 
of  persons  have  threatened  him,  by  reason  of  which  his  life  and 
property,  he  apprehends  are  in  danger.  It  is  therefore  recommended 
to  the  Committee  of  your  County  to  hear  M.  Wirtz  in  bis  Defence, 
and  ^rant  him  such  relcif  as  the  nature  of  his  case  willtidmit,  until 
Justices  be  properly  commissioned  to  keep  the  peaoe^  &o. 
Council  Chamber,  ) 

Philadelphia,  March  25th,  1777.  j 
William  Atlcc,  ^^1%  Lancaster. 
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Pabsidbnt  Whabton  to  Gov.  LiviNasTON,  1777. 

Sir, 

Several  PritdBon  from  the  Staie  of  New  Jersey,  who  are  eonfiDed 
in  the  Goal  of  this  city,  have  petitioned  for  a  hearing.  But  as  the 
Council  is  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  cases,  and  it  heing  a  bofli- 
ness  not  properly  belonging  to  this  State,  we  can  do  nothing  in  it, 
farther  than  to  remind  you  of  their  situation,  by  inclosing  you  a 
List  of  them  as  it  is  handed  to  us  by  the  Keeper  of  the  Prison. 
The  State  Prison  is  diuch  crowded,  and  many  of  the  Prisoners  sicki 
which  renders  it  necessary  to  take  every  step  which  may  be  proper 
to  lessen  their  number.  ^ 

We  forbear  to  press  this  matter  as  wo  are  confident  your  Excel- 
lency will  pay  a  proper  attention  to  it. 

.    I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant,J 

T.  W.,  President. 
CooDcil  Chamber,  ) 
26  March,  1777.  J 
Directed^ 

To  Big  EzcelleDcy  W"  Livingston,  Esql",  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey. 


Pabsibsnt  Wharton  to  Owbn  Bibdls.  Jun.,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Philad.,  March  27, 1777, 
Sir, 

The  Council  is  well  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  Proposal 
made  by  your  Board,  to  allow  four  Dollars  to  each  recruiting  Officer 
for  every  able  Bodied  Man  he  may  enlist  after  this  date,  which  they 
leqaeet  you  to  signify  to  the  Officers.  The  Council  thank  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  your  Board  for  the  attention  they  pay  to  the  Publick 
Bervioe,  and  with  moch  sespeot,  I  am, 
Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  hum*  ser*, 

THO.  WHARTON,  Jun.,  Pretf.    ' 

P.  S.  The  Oonnoil  will  be  pleased  to  see  two  Gentlemen  of  yeni^ 
Board  to-morrow,  3  o'clock,  to  confer  with  yon  on  the  propriety  el 
SQ  additional  number  to  your  Board,  &  the  Fay, 

Owen  Biddle,  Esq. 
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BoAAD  OP  Wab  to  Supbbmb  Exscutiyb  Council,  1777. 

Penosj-lTania  War  Offioo, 

PhilBd%  March  27nd,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  imminent  danger  to  which  this  City  and  State  stand  exposed 
requires  that  every  means  be  made  use  of  to  provide  for  their 
Safety ;  and  as  the  enlisting  Soldiers  into  the  .Pennsylvania  Begi- 
ments  hath  not  gone  on  with  all  the  success  we  could  wish,  we  would 
beg  leave  to  recommend  as  a  greater  encouragement  to  the  several 
Officers  employed  in  the  recruiting  Service^  as  well  as  in  Considera- 
tion of  the  deamess  of  Provisions  and  all  other  Necessaries,  That 
each  recruiting  officer  be  allowed  four  Dollars  by  this  State  for  every 
Stout  able  Bodied  man  enlisted  by  him  after  this  day. 

We  hope  by  this  encouragement  the  service  will  go  on  more  suc- 
oessfully,  and  our  Begiments  be  much  sooner  in  readiness  to  take 
the  Field. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

OWEN  BIDDLE;  Chairman. 
Agreed  to  the  above. 

T.  W. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Bxoellenoyy  Thomas  Whart(ni,  jan%  Esq',  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbsolutiok  op  Congbbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  March  2dth,  1777. 

Whereas,  Edmond  Minyer,  Adjutant  of  the  Begimentoommaiided 
by  Coll.  Moses  Haxen,  stands  charged  by  an  Inquisition  taken  be- 
fore the  Coroner  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  in  Pennsylvaniai  with 
the  Murder  of  Jacob  Gross,  late  of  said  County,  deceased. 

Besolved,  That  the  said  Edmond  Minyer  be  delivered  to  the 
Civil  Authority  of  Pennsylvaaia,  that  he'may  be  tried  according  to 
l*w. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  rtmVK 


PEItltSTIiVANiA  A1MJHIVE8  1777.  218 

Sir, 

lo  oottseqneiioe  of  the  foiegoing  Reaolafcioii,  you  are  hereby  di- 
reeled  immediately  on  Receipt  of  this  to  Deliver  ap  to  the  Civil 
Authority  of  this  State  the  penon  mention'd  in  the  said  Resolve. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  veiy  hum.  Serv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  P^. 
Philadelphia,  SI**  Maroh,  1777. 
Directed  J 
To  Lieatenant  Colonel  AntilL* 
John  Hancock. 


OsoBos  Campbell  to  Supbbmb  Exbcutivb  (JotmciL,  177T. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sensibly  oonvinoed  of  yonr  friendship  in  interesting  yourself 
in  my  favour  for  obtaining  the  Office  of  Prothonot'ry  of  the  County 
of  Philadelphia.  I  set  too  the  proper  Value  upon  the  kindness  of 
the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  who  favoured  me  with  their 
Voices  on  the  Occasion.  It  was  an  Office  in  the  Line  of  my  pro- 
fession, which  I  thought  I  could  execute  with  Fidelity  and  useful- 
ness to  the  Publick.  Under  the  Influence  of  my  Wishes  to  serve 
the  Publick,  as  well  as  ray  family,  I  applied  for  the  Appointment, 
sot  attending  to  the  Forms  which  I  am  told  sre  thought  necessary 
for  me  to  go  thro'  before  I  enter  upon-  the  Office.  I  wou'd  there- 
fbre  take  the  Liberty  of  Eoquiring  whether  I  am  to  tako  the  Oath 
prescribed  by  the  Form  of  Government  in  all  its  psrts :  because  if 
this  be  the  Case,  I  roust  decline  the  Honour  intended  me,  not  choos- 
ing to  tie  down  my  Conduct  to  the  Support  of  what  I  do  not  totally 
approve.  I  should  be  happy  to  accept  the  Office,  and  am  Willing 
to  take  sn  Oath  to  support  the  Freedom  &  lodepeDdanoe  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  &  renouncing  all  allegiance  to  the  British 
King.  I  am  also  Willing  to  take  the  Oath  to  the  Government  of 
this  State,  leaving  out  **  as  Established  by  the  late  Cunvention/^ 
being  firmly  convinced  that  Alterations  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  made  in  the  said  Constitution  and  Form  of  Government,  that 
peace  and  Union  may  be  restored  among  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
State,  and  our  Government  have  that  Vigour  and  Influence  which 
are  so  necessary  to  be  exercised  in  our  Opposition  to  our  oommoa 
Enemy. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  Serv^ 

GEO.  CAMP.BELL.t 

80th  March,  1777. 
J)irtct€d.— To  His  Sxcellenqy,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun%  Esq'. 

*  Bee  ColoD.  Beo.  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  190, 196.  f  8m  lUd. 
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BXAMINATIONB  IN  OaSB  OF  JaMBS  MOLBSWOKTH,  17TT. 

Philadelphia,  Haroh  25th,  1777. 
No.  1. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  JaisQS  Molesworth  said  that  he  oame  from 
New  York;  and  was  sent  by  Lord  Howe  to  PhiUdelpbia,>for  to  get 
Pilots  to  eo  to  New  York  to  bring  round  the  Ships  of  War  to  take 
Philadelphia,  &  this  said  Molesworth  asked  me  to  go  and  be  said 
that  it  would  be  the  making  of  me,  and  I  should  be  upon  pay  from 
that  time  till  I  got  there ;  &  he  said  that  he  had  Horses  to  oonvey 
me  or  two  or  three  pilots  there  safe,  and  that  the  tenth  of  April 
they  wou'd  be  ready  for  to  oome  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  have 
gp^  a  laige  Number  of  Boats  for  that  purpose ;  and  I  denied  goiag^ 
then  she  told  lAe  to  consider  of  it,  &  to  call  and  see  him  again  at 
a  set  hour,  and  I  did  not  go  at  that  time,  and  I  have  not  seen  him 
'rfnoe,  for  I  wanted  some  advice  first  from  some  of  the  rest  of  the 
young  fellows  for  to  go  and  take  him  up.    As  witness  my  hand. 

JOHN  ELDKIDQE. 


Phikdelphia,  M'^*  26, 1777. 
No.  2. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  Abajgail  M^'Coy  sent  for  Andrew  Higgoiui| 
pilot,  upon  the  Acoount  of-  the  above  Molesworth,  she  took  said 
Andrew  Higgons  into  a  Room,  she  said  that  if  you  will  go  to  New 
York  to  Lord  Howe,  you  shou'd  be  upon  pay  all  your  Life  timoi 
besides  five  hundred  guineas  a  present  to  him,  she  says  that  yoa 
need  not  to  be  afndd,  for  there  is  a  mauL  to  convey  you  safe  there 
which  haa  oome  on  purpose  from  Lord  Howe ;  he  has  got  three  hor* 
sea  for  that  purpose  for  to  get  three  pilots,  as  Witness  my  hand. 

^  ANDREW  HIGGONS,  Pilot. 

No.  3,  ~ 

Phibdelphia,  March  26th,  1777. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  Abigail  M^'Coy  sent  the  above  Andrew 
Higgons  for  me  at  Three  o'Clock.  He  to  carry  on  the  Scheme  to 
Supprys  and  to  take  up  the  villain,  he  came  and  told  me  that  he 
could  catch  a  parcel  of  Tories  that  had  a  protection  from  Lord  Howe. 
I  immediately  went  to  her  house ;  she  began  to  ran  down  our  people. 
I,  to  carry  on  the  scheme,  sided  with  her.  Then  she  took  me  on 
one  side ;  asked  me  whether  Higgons  had  said  any  thing  to  mo'.  I 
told  her  he  had ;  she  then  asked  me  if  I  would  go  to  New  York— • 
That  I  should  be  rewarded  well  by  Lord  Howe,  for  he  would  be 
ready  to  sail  by  the  10th  of  April  for  the  Delaware,  if  he'oould  get 
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Imi  two  or  three  Pilots,  &  sho  told  me  that  all  oar  Gaiiiion  will  b6 
Spiked  up  by  some  of  our  people  that  tends  the  Fort  Island.  Lik^ 
wise  she  desired  me  to  meet  the  said  Molesworth  at  her  house  at 
se?6B  yClook  this  eveuing,  as  witness  my  band, 

JOHN  SNYDER. 

Chevaoz  de  fiixo  pilot 


No.  4. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  27th  March,  1777- 
The  Examination  of  John  Eldridgo  of  the  City  of  Philadelphiai 

paot- 

Monday  evening  last  about  8  o'clock,  James  Molesworth  came  to 
y*  Examinanfs  Lodgings  &  said  he  wanted  to  speak- to  him  about  an 
affiiir  which  would  take  some  time  Ex*  said  he  was  engaged  Molesworth 
deamd  to  see  him  next  day,  Ex*  consented,  &  requested  ho  would 
leare  word  at  his  Lodgipgs  where  ho  should  see  him.  Examinant 
eame  home  next  morning  ft  Land  lady  with  whom  Molesworth  had 
left  word,  told  Ex^  to  go  to!Mrs.  M'Co/s  by  Diroetion  of  Molesworth. 
Went  to  Mrs.  M^Coy  ,  Molesworth'  not  there,  but  Mrs.  M^'Coy,  took 
Examin*  into  a  Room  and  asked  if  he  would  go  to  Lord  Howe  as  a 
Pilot  to  assist  in  bringing  the  Yessells  round  to  Philadelphia,  Exami- 
nant said  he  would  not  go,  but  would  go  and  see  Mr.  Molesworth  ft 
talk  with  him.     Then  Mrs.  Brien  (his  Land  lady  who  had  aecom* 

Cnied  him  to  Mrs.  M'iCots)  went  w*^  him  from  M'Coys  to  show  him 
olesworth's  Lodgings  where  he  saw  Molesworth  who  asked  hiih  if 
he  would  go  to  New  York,  to  bring  the  Ships  of  War  round,  Ex* 
told  him  he  did  not  think  he  oould  go  safe.  Molesworth  said  he  had 
Horses  with  which  he  oonld  convey  him  very  safely  there  that  ho 
should  be  npon  pay  from  that  time  if  he  would  enter  ft  have  sny  sum 
he  would  ask  after  he  got  there.  Examinant  told  him  he  did  not 
ehoose  to  go  then,  but  would  consider  of  it,  ft  meet  him  at  two  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  Examinant  did  not  meet  Molesworth  at  the  Hoar  ap^ 

tointed.  On  leaving  Molesworth  he  met  Andrew  Higgons,  to  whom 
e  communioated  what  had  passed.  They  concluded  t!o  try  to  take 
Molesworth  np.  They  staid  till  the  next  morning  before  they  at- 
tempted executing  their  plan  ft  in  the  Interim,  met  with  ft  told  Jn* 
Schneider  the  affair.  In  the  conversation  with  Mrs  M*Coy  she  told 
him  there  had  been  a  Captain  of  a  man  of  War  in  Philadelphia  imder 
the  disguise  of  a  Waggoner  who  lodged  at  Mrs.  Bryans  one  Night, 
ft  slept  with  a  Pilot,  from  whom  be  endeavoured  to  find  out  every 
thing  useful  to  his  scheme  of  pro<faring  Pilots,  on  which  Errant  he 
came.  The  Pilot  with  whom  he  lay  ignorant  of  his  Intentions. 
Molesworth  told  the  Examinant  that  ships  were  to  come  ronnd  to 
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ikifl  phee  the  10th  April  next  &  that  they  had  boata  ft  eveij  ihfaig 
in  order  for  ooming. 

After  the  Examinant  had  been  to  Moleaworthy  Mra.  M«Ooy  oaane 
to  his  Lodgings  &  asked  the  Examinant  if  he  had  agreed  with  Moleft- 
worth,  he  told  her  he  had  not,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  go.  She  de- 
sired him  not  to  betray  any  of  them  by  letting  anything  be  known 
which  had  passed  between  them,  the  Examinant  promis^  he  wonld 
not,  thinking  he  mast  deceive  her  the  better  to  effect  their  scheme : 
She  asked  whether  he  thought  Andrew  Higgons  would  go.  The  Ex* 
told  her  it  was  very  likely  he  mighty  She  sent  for  Higgons. 

Farther  saith  not 

JOHN  ELDEIDQE. 
True  Copy 

RICHARD  PETERS  Seo'y. 

No.  6. 

Andrew  Hi|;gons  of  Philadelphia,  Pilot,  being  sworn  &  examined 
saith. 

That  he  lodged  at  John  Brien's  Taylor,  in  Front  Street  just  abovB 
Lombard  Street  in  the  City  of  Philada.  That  Mrs.  M^'Coy  came  to 
Bryans  &  desired  the  Examinant  to  call  a  Sundown  at  her  house  in 
Union  Street  which  he  accordingly  did  but  she  was  not  at  home. 
Mrs.  Bryan  told  the  Examinant  that  Mrs.  M^Coy  had  sent  her  negro 
after  night  to  desire  the  Exam^  would  call  at  her  house.  Mrs.  Bryan 
leqnested  him  to  go  again  yesterday  morning  to  Mrs.  M'^Coys.  fie 
went  but  she  not  being  up,  be  called  in  an  hour  after,  when  Mra.  M« 
Coy  took  him  into  a  Room  &  said  she  wanted  to  ask  him  particular 
Questions.  She  asked  him  if  he  would  go  to  New  Yoik  to  Pilot  one 
of  the  Vessels  round.  He  asked  her  how  he  should  go  without  being 
oatch'd,  She  replied,  if  you  will  go,  it  will  be  the  making  of  you,  as 
yon  will  be  upon  Kings  pay  all  your  lifetime.  That  besides  he  should 
receive  five  hundred  Guineas  as  a  present  on  his  arrival  at  New  York. 
That  a  person  was  sent  by  Lord  Howe  from  New  York  for  the  pur- 
pose of  engaging  Pilots.  The  Ex*  said  he  wanted  to  see  the  man. 
She  then  said  if  -he  could  call  at  Dusk,  he  should  see  the  man  who 
was  out  of  town,  not  choosing  to  appear  in  the  day  time.  She  in- 
quired if  he  could  get  another  Pilot  He  told  her  he  could  get  a 
Chevanx  de  Frize  Pilot.  [The  Examinant  had  previous  to  this  tdked 
with  Eldridge  &  Snyder  and  had  agreed  to  their  scheme  of  discover- 
ing the  Persons  concerned  on  behalf  of  the  Enemy.]  He  agreed  ta 
apeak  to  Schnyder  the  Chevanx  de  Frize  Pilot,  &  if  he  would  consent 
to  go,  the  witness  had  agreed  with  Mrs.  M^'Coy  to  inform  her.  He 
then  went  and  conversed  with  Snyder  &  afterwards  went  back  and 
informed  Mrs.  M^'Coy  that  she  might  depend  upon  him.  The  Ex* 
brought  Snyder  to  Mrs.  McCoy's  £  after  S3me  conversation  which 
pass'd  between  Snyder  &  Mrs.  M^'Coy  in  presence  of  the  witness,  it 
wat  ooneluded  that  they  should  meet  Molesworth  in  the  evening  who 
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WM  ibe  {MTBOQ  Milt  bj  Lord  Howe.  Snyder  ft  the  witaeie  ^rmt  ia 
the  ereoifig  to  Holeeworth  at  Mrs.  BI*Goj6.  Moleaworth  asked  Mn* 
M*Goj  if  she  had  epoken  to  them  aboot  that  aflhir,  whioh  he  was  on. 
The/  were  then  called  into  the  room  ft  Moleaworth,  Snyder  ft  Wit* 
Desa  only  remained  together.  Molesworth  open'd  the  afiair  to  Snyder 
aaid  he  was  employed  ft  was  the  p^^on  mentioned  by  Mrs.  M'Ooy, 
ft  desired  him  to  engage  as  a  Pilot  to  bring  a  ship  round  from  New 
Yorky  the  Eagle  as  the  Witness  believes.  Snyder  said  ho  would  not 
go  under  ap  hundred  Pounds.  Molesworth  said  £100  was  too  much 
and  another  thing  he  had  not  the  money,  but  he  would  engage  him 
on  good  pay,  that  he  had  a  good  friend  just  by  with  whom  he  would 
eonsult  ft  if  his  friend  thought  he  should  give  the  £100  ho  would 
call  in  a  few  minutes  ft  let  them  know.  Molesworth  went  away  ft 
returned  in  about  15  minutes,  The  Ezaminant  says  Molesworth  went 
up  Union  Street  to  the  westward.  On  his  return  asked  Snyder  if 
£80  would  do,  Snyder  said  no.  Will  £40  do  between  yon  f  Wit- 
ness said  give  us  £60  ft  we  will  go.  Molesworth  then  went  away 
eut  of  the  house  ft  brought  the  money  ft  paid  £50  to  Snyder  to  be 
divided  between  them.  After  this  Molesworth  wanted  them  to  stay 
till  next  momioffy  as  he  had  but  two  horses  ft  he  wanted  to  go  with 
tliem  himself.  But  they  expressed  a  desire  to  go  that  Night  ft  he 
agreed  that  they  should  go  as  far  as  Oermantown  if  they  oonld  make 
out  with  one  horse.  They  were  to  call  at  his  Lodgings  in  Ghosnut 
Street  for  the  horse  and  proceed  to  Oermantown  at  a  Tavern  there, 
(the  name  of  the  Keeper'whereof  he  forgets)  and  call  in  Molesworih'a 
Name  Ibr  anything  they  wanted.  They  agreed  to  these  terms  and 
parted,  ft  went  on  search  of  Eldridge  whom  they  found.  They  then 
agreed  to  go  to  some  Committee  ft  give  Information.  On  their  way 
to  the  Committee  they  met  Captain  Gasdrop  ft  told  him  their  oase^ 
what  they  were  aflker,  and  would  be  glad  of  his  Assistanoe.  Casdrof 
took  them  into  the  Boatswsin  ft  Call  and  read  over  the  memorandun* 
they  had  severally  made  of  the  Transaction.  Gasdrop  advised  'em 
to  get  the  City  Guard  to  go  with  them.    This  was  after  ten  at  nicht* 

Mrs.  MeCoy  said  the  Fleet  from  New  York  were  to  sail  the  10«* 
ef  April  if  Pilots  could  be  got. 

Witness  and  several  others  went  to  MolesworUi's  'Lodgiafls  ft 
assisted  in  seinng  him,  and  when  taken,  he  cried  out,  *^Then  I  am 
betrayed/' 

Taken  ft  Sworn  27^  March,  1777. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Bcc'y. 

No.  6. 
The  Examination  of  John  Snyder  who  being  sworn  ft  examined 
depoeeth  and  saitb : 

He  Came  from  Chester  the  Night  before  last.  Eldridge  ft  Pljg^ 
ffOtts  came  to  his  House.  He  went  out  with  them.  They  asked  hm 
if  he  would  go  to  Mrs.  MoCo/s.  The  Witness  consented  to  go  to 
Mrs.  McCoy's,  but  she  being  a  bed,  they  came  awa^  ft  on  their 

12* 
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letim  tke  Wiinefla  asked  BIdridgo  if  be  had  beea  tbere,  said  he  hal 
been  there  last  Night.  The  Witness  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  anj 
strange  Gentlemen  there  who  had  not  been  there  lately,  [IXepoiieiil 
haviDg  had  some  suspicions  while  at  Chester  of  some  Jrlan  g<nD( 
jforward  to  engage  Pilots.]  Eidridge  said  he  had  s^n  a  stranger, 
Kldridge  said  Witness  knew  him,  but  had  not  seen  him  a  great  while. 
Witness  deeired  to  go  into  a  honse  with  him  &  relate  the  matter  for 
he  suspeotod  there  was  suoh  a  thing  going  on^A  *^have  him  he 
would  if  it  were  ponihle"  They  went  into  Mr.  Tumei's  Tayera 
together  on  Market  Street  Wharff,  where  he  related  whaf  had  pass'd 
between  him  and  Molesworth.  They  then  went  to  Deponent's 
House  to  take  down  in  writing  what  Eidridge  knew,  &then  Higgons 
(who  had  left  them)  returned,  and  desired  Witness  wou'd  call  at 
Mrs.  McCoy's  at  three  o'clock.  He  went  there  and  Mrs.  MeCoy 
enquired  if  Higgone  had  said  any  thing  to  him^.  He  replied  he  had^ 
When  Mrs.  McKay  asked  if  Witness  would  go  to  New  York  to 
pilot  the  Eagle  Man  of  War  round  to  Philad*^)  he  said  he  would,  if 
be  eould  get  off  dear.  She  said  it  would  be  the  best  thing  he  evev 
did  fof  himself,  &  informed'bim  that  all  our  Cannon  wou'd  be  spiked 
up  by  some  of  our  own  People  who  attended  the  Fort.  She  then 
desired  the  Witness  to  call  et  7  o'clock  and  he  wou*d  see  the  man 
who  was  to  convey  them  <^.  At  7  o'clock  Higgons  &  Witness 
went  together  to  Mrs.  McKay's  &  soon  after  their  being  there  James 
Molesworth  came  to  them.  Molesworth  asked  if  Mrs.  McKay  had 
spoken  to  thorn.  Witness  told  him  she  had.  Molesworth  asked  if 
Witness  would  undertake  what  Mrs.  McKay  required  of  him.  He 
replied  he  would  if  he  thought  he  oould  get  dear.  He  then  took 
Higgons  &  Witness  into  a  room  by  themselves  &  asked  him  what 
tiBse  he  would  go  ?  He  told  Mplesworth  he  wou'd  go  at  any  time, 
^f  he  oonld  go  on  a  sure  footing.  Molesworth  said  he  was  sent  on 
purpose  by  Lord  Howe  to  get  two  Bay  Pilots  and  one  Chevaux  de 
freiie  Pilot  Molesworth  said  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  New  York 
be  should  be  handsomely  rewarded  by  Lord  Howe  who  would  ^v« 
him  any  thing  he  asked.  On  Witnesses  expressing  an  aversion  to 
leaviog  his  Mother  &  Friends,  Molesworth  said  he  would  on  his 
retnrn  from  New  York,  whither  he  was  going,  bring  Protections  for 
bis  Mother  k  Sister  and  any  Persons  witness  should  mention.  Wit- 
ness then  said  he  must  have  a  sum  advanced  him  before  he  oould  go. 
Molesworth  said  he  had  not  much  hard  money,  but  would  give  him 
Continental,  little  of  which  wou'd  serve  for  the  present,  as  it  wou'd 
not  be  good  long,  but  when  the  Fleet  got  here,  he  might  have  as 
much  hard  money  as  he  pleased.  Witness  refused  to  go  on  an  un- 
eertaioty.  Molesworth  asked  him  iiow  much  he  wanted.  Witness 
demanded  £100.  Molesworth  said  he  had  not  so  much,  but  would 
go  and  oonsult  a  friend.  He  went  out  and  returned  in  about  ten 
minutes  and  said  it  was  too  much.  Asked  if  £30  or  £40  would  not 
do.  Said  it  would  not  do  for  him.  Then  Molesworth  asked  if  £50 
would  not  do  for  the  two.    Witness  said  then,  he  did  not  care,  bat 
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k0  balievad  it  vdoU.  H«  t^  mto  Wkam  iC50.  Wiiii«MadE«4 
mhtn  he  ghoukl  meet  him.  MoieMrortb  Mid  at  hie.  Lodgisfi  ia 
dMOMU  Street  in  half  an  hoarse  tine.  Higgeaa  &  Witae>t  were  t* 
fe  OB  ose  Horee  to  the  Biaing  Sua  and  there  wait  until  morning 
when  he  wonld  oome  to  them — thej  weie  to  make  nae  of  hia  Name 
at  the  Biaing  8an  &  thej  wonld  hare  any  thing  thej  wanted.  Aftev 
thb  eoDveraation  Higgona,  Sldridge  &  Witneas  having  met  together 
and  agreed  to  diaeoyer  &  teke  Moleaworth  on  their  way  to  the  Oon»* 
eil  of  Safety,  met  with  Gap^  Oordrop  ft  ahewed  him  the  Memeran* 
dnma  they  had  taken.  They  went  to  Allen  Moorea  &  being  join'd 
hy  anndry  Peraona  went  and  apprehended  Moleaworth.  W&n  they 
went  to  Holeaworth'a  Lodgingay  Moleaworth  aaked  the  Witneaa  if  be 
waa  ready — but  Witnees  seiied  him  aa  a  Pnaoner,  wheii  Moleawovth 
reptied  '^  I  ean't  help  it.''  Witneaa  aaked  him  what  he  ihoiight  of 
him.  Moleaworth  said  he  thoaght  he  eonld  depend  upon  him  en 
knowledged  he  waa  gniltyi  but  that  the  three  Persona  taken  in  the 
houae  with  him  were  not.  That  he  did  it  for  Luere,  was  betrayed 
and  eonld  not  help  it.  Molesworth  told  Witness  he  had  been  with 
l4)rd  Howe  &  eonveraed  with  him  on  this  buabess. 

And  farther  saith  not. 

Taken  &  sworn  27*^  March,  1777. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Seey 

No.  7. 
At  a  Board  of  War,  27^"'  March,  1777. 
Examination  of  Mm.  Abigail  McKay*  of  the  City  oi  Philada. 
I  know  James  Molesworth — he  lodeed  a^the  Widow  TarnalPsfn 
Ohesnnt  Street,  and  was  Clerk  to  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Mr.  Powell  during 
the  times  of  their  Mayorilty.  Blolesworth  has  been  often  at  ^my 
house  and  was  there  last  eyening  I  heard  him  then  hint  that  be 
wanted  Pilots.  I  saw  Molesworth  give  Sneider  money  but  knew  net 
for  what  purpose.  Molesworth  asked  for  Eldridge  &  Higgons,  and 
I  told  them  that  he  wanted  to  see  them.  I  saw  Andrew  Higgons 
at  Mr.  O'Bryan's  in  Front  Street,  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  speak 
with  him,  he  accordingly  (as  I  was  afterwards  informed)  called  at 
my  house,  but  I  was  not  at  home — he  call'd  last  eyening  when  I 
was  at  home.  Yesterday  morning  I  saw  Higgons  at  my  house,  ft 
told  him  I  wanted  to  ask  him  some  particular  questions ;  but  they 
were  concerning  my  Mother.     He  asked  me  how  he  eonld  go 

S meaning  to  New  York)  without  being  eatch'd.  I  answered  that  I 
lare  say  he  might  go  safe  enough  without  being  catoh'd.  I  told 
him  I  dared  to  say,  that  it  would  be  the  making  of  him.  I  heard 
that  a  person  had  been  sent  from  New  York  to  engage  Pilots,  and  I 
heard  that  some  were  going.  I  remember  Higgons  saying  yester- 
day morning  that  he  could  get  a  CheTcauz  de  Fneae  Pilot.  I  heard 
them  yesterday  talking  about  the  Eagle,  and  some  of  them  said  ahe 
*  See  page  2d0. 
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ieev  too  Biiioli  wAier  to  comer  up^  Higgons  brongbfr  Snakier  to  my 
Hoiiee  some  time  before  Moleeworth  caone.  Higgone  &  Sneider 
agreed  to  meet  Moleeworth  at  my  house.  I  told  them  Mokeirorth 
w«8  the  Person  who  wanted  to  speak  to  them.  Molesworth  «dced 
me  are  th^se  the  People  I  wanted  to  speak  to  ?  I  said  yes.  This 
happened  yesterday  evening.  I  did  not  hear  any  time  oerteinly 
fixed  for  the  Fleet's  being  ronnd,  some  having  said  next  menthi 
others  not  till  the  beginning  of  May.  I  might  have  said  the  Fleel 
are  expected  here.  It  was  either  Monday  or  Toesday  coming  thai 
Moleswarth  told  me  he  wanted  .these  Pilots.  My  Brother  Telving* 
ton  Taylor,  who  is  a  Pilot  &  goes  to  Sea,  went  down  in  a  ship  of 
whioh  Sneider  was  Pilot.  I  understood  Molesworth  he  had  been  in 
Virginia. 

A  trae  Copy  of  the  Bzamination  of  Abigail  McKay,  taken  27^ 
March,  1777. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 

No.  8. 

The  Ezamination  of  James^ Molesworth,  born  in  Staffordshire,  in 
England,  taken  27'^  March,  1777. 

The  Bx*  has  been  oat  of  place  for  some  time.  He  went  some 
time  rioce  into  Virginia,  returned  and  bought  Shoes  at  Dover,  in 
Kent  County,  on  Delaware,  of  Alexander  Rutherford,  about  one 
month  since,  which  he  sent  to  one  Bullions,  a  Tavern  keeper,  at 
Baskenridge  in  the  Jersey,  where  the  Shoes  now  are.  He  went  to 
Bullion's,  and  from  thence  to  Brunswick,  &  a  fortnight  ago  this  day 
he  went  from  thence  to  New  York.  He  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Galloway,  &  afterwards  to  Lord  Howe,  who  asked  him  some  ques-  • 
tions  about  the  state  of  the  City.  He  received  at  New  York  a  com<» 
mission  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Army,  which  he  accepted.  The  com- 
mission was  procured  by  Mr.  Hunlock.  He  returned  to  Philad'  to 
get  a  Pilot  by  Direction  of  Lord  Howe,  who  instructed  him  to  get 
one  or  two  Pilots,  &  particularly  a  Cheveaux  de  Prize  Pilot,  to 
bring  the  vessels  up  Delaware  .Bay.  Lord  Howe  expected  him 
to  return  as  fast  as  he  could  to  New  York  with  the  Pilot.  The 
Questions  asked  him  by  Lord  Howe  were  coDceuiing  the  Fort  &  the 
Gal  lies.  The  Ex*  pass'd  at  Millstone  from  Baskenridge  on  his  way 
to  Brunswick;  he  had  no  Guide.  He  came  to  this  City  this  day 
week.  liord  Howe  authorized  him  to  stand  on  no  cost,  but  did  not 
fix  any  sum ;  his  Lordship  gave  him  no  money.  The  Ex*  went  to 
Mrs.  O'Briene's  where  he  saw  Eldridge  the  Pilot,  &  proposed  to 
him  to  go  to  New  York,  but  he  said  it  was  rather  hazardous,  and 
lefused  to  go.  Spoke  also  on  the  same  subject  to  Higgins  the  Pilot, 
who  said  he  could  get  another  Pilot  to  go.  M"  M'Kay  introduced 
him  to  Higgins.  The  Examinant  had  desired  M"  M^'Kay  on  mon- 
day  to  speak  to  some  Pilots,  &  told  her  he  wanted  a  Pilot  to  so  to 
New  York  &  Pilot  the  fleet.    She  said  she  believed  some  of  the 
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Cii|M  IbyFUoto  would  do  it  He  told  M"  N^Kirf  PQoto  ww^d 
mome  a  handsome  Pxeoeiit  aad  enter  into  Pay.  leateiday  allei« 
soon  M**  M«Kay  told  him  Sneider  ft  Higgins  wou'd  be  at  her  hooee. 
Tbe  £zamin«  met  Sneider  k  BimnB  at  M"  M'Eay'e  at  7  o'Gloek. 
He  asked  Sneider  if  he  woald  go T  Snyder  said  he  had  an  elderly 
nother,  &  most  have  money  to  leave  with  her.  Sneider  aaked  one 
hondred  poands*  The  £z*  told  them  he  would  eonsalt  aome  body 
ftboat  it.  The  Ex^  then  walked  up  Street;  and  down  agatny  bnl 
went  into  no  hoose.  He  then  returned,  and  they  agreed  to  take 
Fifty  pounds ;  he  paid  them  fifty  Pounds,  wkioh  was  all  he  had. 
fie  had  the  money  in  his  Pooket  when  he  first  met  Sneider  ft  Hifpr 
pins,  but  went  out  to  reoolleot  hitnself.  They  wanted  to  go  off 
immediately.  He  said  he  had  not  Horses ;  They  agreed  to  go  cm 
one  Horse.  The  Ex'.then  told  them  to  go  to  the  iUsioff  Sun  ft  there 
wait  for  him,  and  make  use  of  his  Name^  ft  they  wou'd  get  up  ft  lei 
them  in. 

The  Examinant  in  New  York  was  carried  to  Mr.  Oallowmy  hf 
Mr.  Hanlock.  M'  Galloway  asked  him  about  the  Stato  of  matters  ^ 
asked  whether  the  army  was  sickly,  ft  in  what  numbers.  He  said 
he  did  not  know  the  state  of  the  army,  but  had  heard  it  was  sixty 
thousand  strong.  At  Brunswick  He  was  examined  by  Lord  Aber* 
erorabie  ft  Oeneral  Skinser^  he  told  them  he  had  heard  our  army 
was  sixty  thousand  strong.  -  Mr.  Galloway  was  present  at  the  Oon^ 
veisation  between  Lord  Howe  ft  Molesworth.  He  saw  a  M'  William 
Stewart  in  Brunswick,  who  married  at  Pluckamin  about  two  yearns 
ago.  The  Examin^  told  Higginsthat  the  Enalish  had  Boats  and 
every  thing  ready  to  oome  this  way,  but  oou'd  not  tell  when  they 
won'd  oome.  He  was  two  Days  at  Brunswick.  The  Light  Horse 
there  are  :rery  fat,  other  horses  very  poor ;  a  great  number  of  horsea 
die  for  want,  of  Hay,  no  others  but  ofBcere  having  Hay.  The 
army  healthy  at  Brunswick.  Does  not  deny  his  being  guilty.  He 
arrived  at  New  York  in  the  Evening,  and  was  carr'  to  M'  Galloway 
in  the  morning,  ft  to  Lord  Howe  the  next  day.  He  told  M"  O'Bryan 
of  the  Scheme ;  she  said  she  would  mention  it  to  some  of  the  Pilots^ 
as  they  all  lodged  at  her  house.     Further  saith  not. 

JAMES  MOLESWORTH- 

A  true  Copy. 

RICHAED^PETERS,  Seo'y. 

No.  9. 

Sarah  O'Brien*  being  examined,  saith  *, — 

She  knows  James  Molesworth,  and  has  been  acquamted  with  him 
about  six  months.  He  has  been  at  her  house — be  was  there  the 
liight  before  last ;  he  said  he  oall'd  to  see  them.  Is  not  much  of 
an  acquaintance;  he  having  never  been  at  their  house  above  4  or  five 

*  See  page  29a 
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tioMt.  The  lasfc  Jime  before  tlie  one  before  me«t«  we&  Itai  Gbriei^ 
aiaa.  He  said  he  hsd  been  in  TirgiDia,  Ik  that  he  had  abo^been  at 
a  pkoe  oalled  Baskeniidge  in  the  JettBj,  Moleaworth  oame  to  her 
boaae  and  asked  for  John  Sldridge.  Eldridge  was  there,  bat 
{bridge  wae  going  to  assist  in  getting  off  a  Brig.  Eldridge  agreed 
to  eome  to  her  hoase  at  ten  o'Glook  that  Night  to  meet  Moleswerth, 
bat  Mfilesworth  went  away,  ft  desired  the  Ex«  to  tell  Eldridge  to  eall 
at  M**  McKay's  in  the  morning,  &  that  Ezaminant  shonld  go  with 
Sldridge  to  the  Widow  Yamall's  where  Molesworth  lodged.  She  went 
with  Buiridge  to  the  Widow  Yamall's.  Moleeworth  never  told  her  the 
vaaon  why  he  wanted  Eldridge.  Never  heard  Id"  M^Kay  say  what 
Moleaworth  wanted  with  Pilots.  The  Ezaminant  heard  M"  M«Kaj 
say  flhe  had  been  speaking  with  John  (meaning  Eldridge)  aboat  a 
•ertain  a£Ur,  bat  he  wonld  not  agree  with  her.  Well,  said  Ex^« 
settle  it  among  yoorseWes.  M"  M'Kay  sent  a  Negro  wenoh  to  Ex*'* 
house  for  Higgons  yesterday  evening.  She  told  fiiggons  M**  M^Kay 
bad  aent,  ft  afterw^*  asked  Hi^ons  if  he  had  heen  at  M»  McKay's  -, 
be  said  he  had,  but  she  was  not  at  home ;  this  was  about  1 1  o'oloek, 
A.  M.  The  Ezaminant  knows  very  weU  one  Haselett  who  lives  at 
Edeatown  in  the  Jerseys,  who  eame  in  the  habit  of  a  waggoner, 
ft  lodged  at  her  house  one  Night ;  a  tali  man  with  Uaek  Ehir ;  bad 
a  blanket  Goat ;  said  he  eame  for  a  Hhd.  of  Rum.  He  eame  to  the 
Ex*'*  House  with  a  boy  named  Kich^  Gilgrist,  whose  Nurse  she  waa^ 
Fat  up  at  B.  Davis's  at  the  sign  of  the  George.  The  man  in  the 
Blanket  Goat  lodged  with  William  Skillinger,  a  FUot,  who  Uvea  at 
Gape  May.  This  man  breakfftsted,  dined,  supped,  &  lodged  the 
nezt  day  and  Night  at  her  house.  Theie  were  a  good  many  Pilots 
in  the  House  the  next  Night  with  whom  the  Blanket  Goat  maa 
associated.  The  PUota  had  no  Rum  to  sell.  Said  he  ft  the  little 
Boy  drove  the  Waggon.  She  got  acquainted  w*^  Molesworth  eoming 
tn  dh  out  at  M"  M^'Kay's.  Blanket  Goat  man  ssid  an  old  man,  one 
Blair,  had  brought  butter  down  in  the  Waggon,  ft  was  a  Neighbour 
ef  his.  Lived  about  12  or  13  miles  from  Easton,  near  one  Millers's 
Tavern,  who  is  married  to  Haselett's  aunt. 

SARAH  O'BRYAN. 
The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Examination  of  Sarah  O'Bryan, 
taken  27«»»  March,  1777. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 

No.  10. 
At  a  Board  of  War,  March  28th,  1777. 
^  Abigail  McKay  having  desired  to  be  brought  before  the  Board  to 
disclose  all  she  knows  relative  to  the  Affair  ment^  in  her  former 
KxamiDatioD,  further  saith : 

Last  Monday  Evening,  which  was  the  first  time  she  ever  heard  of 
the  Affair,  Molesworth  came  to  her  house  ft  asked  for  her  Brother, 
with  whom  ho  had  very  particular  business  ft  wou'd  not  miss  bcr 
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Brother  fer  Twenty  Pounds.  She  eud  her  hro'  wm  gone  down  with 
a  Vessel,  ft  on  asking  what  he  wanted,  he  said  he  wanted  to  employ 
Idiots  to  bring  the  Fleet  round  from  New  York,  Molesworth  said 
he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Galloway  to  do  it  Heard  Molesworth  say 
be  bad  a  Partner  ft  when  he  went  out  for  Money  to  pay  Sneider, 
be  said  he  went  to  his  Partner  pShe  knew  Molesworth's  Oharaeter 
te  be  that  of  a  Tory,  his  GonTersation  frequently  tending  that  way. 
Mrs.  Briea  knew  the  whole  affiur  fully.  Molesworth  on  his  appliea* 
tioii  for  her  Brother  told  her  at  onoe  the  Reason  why  he  was  se 
anxians  to  see  him.  She  told  him  her  Brother  would  not  engage  in 
an  J  saeb  thing.  She  understood  fraai  Molesworth  that  he  hiul  gone 
fteqiieBtly  to  New  York  and  eould  go  there  without  any  Danges 
wbeo  be  pleased.  Molesworth  wou'd  often  go  out  of  Town,  ft  oa 
Ua  retam  She  would  ask  him  where  he  had  been,  he  used  to  tell 
ber  to  Maryland  or  Virg*,  but  she  has  sinoe  heard  him  say  he  bad 
been  to  New  York  at  the  several  times  she  thought  he  had  been  to 
Maryland  or  Virginia.  Molesworth  said  he  would  go  to  New 
York  ft  eome  baek  onoe  more  ft  after  that  would  go  to  New  York 
ft  wot  to  return  until  the  Fleet  came.  She  heard  Moiesworth  sa^^ 
be  won'd  get  a  protection  for  his  Family,  he  said  also  he  was  glail 
our  people  did  not  expect  the  Plnglish  ^till  May,  for  they  would  be 
here  sooner.  She  heard  Mrs.  O'Brien  say,  or  understood  from  het 
Disoonrse,  that  a  Captain  of  a  Blan  of  War  had  been  here  in  Bis- 

Siise,  he  was  dress'd  in  a  blanket  Goat  ft  slept  at  her  house  wilb 
ill  Skillinger,  with  whom  he  tolked  a  great  deal,  but  found  Bill 
to  b^  a  great  Whig.  Ezaminant  was  down  at  the  Oapes  to  see  ber 
Mother,  ft  has  been  in  Town  only  two  weeks. 

her 
•ABIGAIL  M  MoKAY. 
mark. 


On  being  further  examined  A.  McKay  soys  Mrs.  Bryan  spoke  to 
her  on  Saturday  &  she  mention'd  it  to  Nathan  Church  (Pilot)  who 
said  he  would  go  if  he  could  get  away,  but  bclieyes  ho  ^said  so  for 
the  same  purpose  as  Mr.  Sneider  agreed  to  so. 

Molesworth  has  been  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Bryan  ever  since 
McKay  lived  in  Union  Street,  which  is  two  years ;  they  saw  one 
another  at  McKays  house  ft  has  often  heard  Molesworth  say  he  had 
been  at  Mrs.  Bryans,  ft  she  (the  Ex^  has  seen  him  there  several 
times. 

A  true  Copy  of  the  Examination  of  Abigail  McKay,  taken  28tb 
March,  1777. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secry. 
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No.  11. 

CONFBSSION  OF  JaMBS  MOLBSWORTHy   1777. 

When  the  Enemy  advane'd,  Mr.  Thomas  Inform'd  me  that  the 
Posts  at  the  Ferry  were  to  he  out  dowii|  and  the  Bridge  OTer  Ogdeofl 
Ferry  to  be  out  away,  and  the  Cannon  at  the  Fort  to  be  Spik'd  by 
a  Person  on  duty  there. 

Mr.  Warron,  alias  Gaton,  went  in  Company  with  me  to  tho  Jer* 
aeys,  we  met  with  Jonathan  Henry  Smith  at  Bullions  Tavern  who 
■aid  he  would  take  us  safe  through  the  lines  which  he  aooordingly 
Performed ;  we  crossed  at  Milestone  Bridge;  We  Inform'd  Bullion 
we  were  going  to  New  York,  who  shook  his  head  &  said  he  was 
much  frightened  for  ns. 

We  went  from  Milestone  bridge  to  Lord  Aberefombie,  who  sent 
«8  to  Lord  Cornwallis;  from  thenoe  we  went  to  General  Skinner, 
who  was  very  desirous  to  know  whether  General  Dickinson  had 
vemgned  or  not,  I  there  found  the  Hessian  Troops  weio  very  sickly 
k  numbers  died  every  day. 

'  Colonel  Ball  oflPer'd  me  a  Captain's  Commission,  which  I  refus'd; 
It  have  never  yet  had  any  Commiasion  from  the  British  Generals. 

On  my  return  to  Philadelphia  I  acquainted  Mr.  Sheppard  &  Jo* 
•eph  Thomas  of  what  Lord  Howe  had  mention'd  to  me  respeodng  tho 
Pilots,  Sheppard  told  me  he  expected  two  every,  day,  and  tliat  a  Mr» 
Cameron  who  he  had  mention'd  the  subject  to  had  been  looking  for 
them  for  some  time ;  said  Cameron  broke  his  leg  a  short  time  agoe. 

Mrs.  Bryan  Inform'd  me  she  had  been  tampering  with  some  of 
the  Pilots  to  bring  the  British  Fleet  up  the  Delaware,  and  Mrs. 
McCoy  afterwards  consulted  with  Mrs.  Bryan,  she  told  me  if  I 
would  call  at  her  house  that  afternoon  I  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  Conversing  with  the  Pilots  about  going  to  New  York,  which  I 
accordingly  did  and  we  Concluded  to  go  on  Horseback,  one  of  which 
Mr.  Sheppard  was  to  Provide,  Who  Likewise  advanc'd  me  the  £50 
and  told  me  that  sooner  than  Loose  the  Pilots  he  would  advance 
£100  if  he  never  got  a  Copper  in  return.  Mr.  Sheppard  Inform'd 
me  he  had  three  hundred  Head  of  Cattle  already  provided,  and' 
could  procure  three  hundred  more  if  he  knew  where  to  deliver  them 
or  when  the  British  Troops  would  be  round. 

When  I  Inform'd  Sheppard  I  was  ready  to  set  off  he  applied  to 
Mr.  Fox,  the  Farrier,  for  a  Horse ;  who  Inform'd  him  he  had  none, 
said  it  looked  odd  his  applying  for  Horses  at  that  time  of  Nighty 
he  thought  he  had  better  wait  untill  momingi  said  Fox  was  present 
^hen  I  received  the  money. 

Sheppard  delivered  a  Book  to  Warren,  alias  Caton,  which  he  was 
to  deliver  to  Mr.  Galaway,  on  Mr.  Galaway^s  receiving  it  he  applied 
it  to  the  Fire,  which  enabled  him  to  read  it;  no  letters  appeared 
before ;  Part  of  the  Contents  were  that  Caton  might  be  trusted. 
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The  9Lbove  is  what  the  Deoeas'd  Molesworth  Gemmiuiioated  to  na 
the  Eveviiig  before  his  Exeeation^*  A,  xeqnested  when  under  the 
Gallows  it  might  be  made  Publick. 

WALTER  STEWART, 

Lt.  Col.  ft  A.D.O.  to  M.  OeD.  Gates. 

THOS.  PROCTOR,  Col.  Reg't  of 
PeuDBjlvaDia  Artillery. 


Pbnksa.  Wak  Office  to  Genl.  Lincoln,  Case  of  Jas. 
molesworth,  1777. 

* 

Pen*  War  offioe,  Maroh  Slat,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  haye  lately  disooTered  a  dangerous  plot  against  this  State  for 
w*^  a  certain  Molesworth,  who  bad  a  Lieu'  Commission  under  Gen* 
Howe,  was  this,  day  executedi  he  has  acqused  the  following  persons 
of  being  oonoemed  in  it  with  him,  vue. — ^Luke  Caton,  alias  Warren, 
William  Sheppard,  Thos.  Collins,  lately  a  clerk  under  Gen^  Miflin, 
&  Jonathan  Henry  Smith,  who  passes  under  the  denomination  of 
Colonel  Smith,  and  frequently  is  seen  about  Bound  Brook  &  has 
said  that  he  is  allowed  to  pass  from  Bound  Brook  to  Brunswiok,  by 
his  Excellency  Gen*  Washington  &  Gen>  Howe.  We  do  request  yoa 
will  give  all  necessary  orders  for  apprehending  them.  We  have  sent 
Cap^  R.  Stayner  to  your  Quarters  with  orders  to  use  bis  best  endeavours 
to  apprehend  them,  he  is  furnished  with  the  best  description  of  their 
persons  we  can  obtain. 

Its  likely  some  of  these  men  will  attempt  to  esospe  by  the  way  of 
Middletown  point,  the  Hook  or  Black  Point,  and  it  would  be  proper 
for  the  persons  that  go  to  Monmoutl)  County,  Jersey,  to  af^ly  to 
Col.  Foreman. 

Dtrected. 
To  Genl.  Linoolo. 

*  He  was  ezecated  March  SI,  1777.     See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  197. 
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Btatb  BoAiiD  OF  Wab  to  Gbnl.  Putnam,  Cash  of  J. 

MOLBSWORTH,   1777. 

Penneyhaiiia  War  Office,  Philada.  81**  March, 
To  QcdI.  Ptttnam, 
Sir, 

We  have  providentially  discovered  a  most  villanotis  plot  to  pro- 
enre  pilots  from  this  place  to  bring  the  Enemies  fleet  up  this  Biver, 
to  spike  the  guns  at  Fort  Island  and  destroy  the  Posts  &  Ropes  at 
our  ferries.  One  James  Molesworth  who  had  a  Lieu^  Commission 
from  Genl  Howe,  was  a  principal  party  in  the  plot,  was  tryed  at  a 
Court  Martial  and  agreeable  to  their  sentence  was  hung  this  day, 
before  his  execution  he  accused  the  following  persons  of  being  con- 
oerned  wi£h  him  vii. — 

William  Sheppard,  Jno.  Collins,  Luke  Katon,  alias  Warren, 
Joseph  Thomas  &  Hastings  Stackhouse,  all  of  whom  resided  in  this 
City  &  have  absconded — and  Jonathan  Henry  Smith,  who  resides 
Dear  Mill  stone,  or  at  least  passes  by  the  way  of  Mill  stone  bridge 
Into  the  Enemies  Lines,  he  freqnents  one  Bullings,  Tavern  not  mt 
!from  the  place  before  mentioned,  and  is  said  to  be  or  has  been  a 
Colonel  in  the  Jersey  Militia.  He  is  employed  to  carry  intelligence 
from  our  Tories  into  the  Enemys  lines. 

We  have  sect  Captain  Boger  Steiner  to  endeavonr  to  apprehend 
them,  and  have  no  doubt  you  will  afford  him  all  necessary  assistance. 

By  Express  arrived  this  day  from  the  Eastward  Congress  have 
hiteUigence  from  D'  Franklin,  at  Paris,  that  the  French  are  arming 
at  all  points,  the  nation  universally  desirous  of  a  war  with  England, 
France  and  Spain  will  each  of  them  have  80  sail  of  the  line  fit  for 
sea  by  the  Ist  of  April  next,  and  the  French  Ministry  &  Spanish 
Ambasador  at  Paris  assured  ]>.  Franklin  that  they  would  give  us 
such  assistance  as  they  could.  That  the  French  Merch*  had  formed 
a  Bank  of  2  million  of  Livres,  to  support  the  credit  of  our  continental 
money,  500,000.  of  which  they  have  actualy  paid,  the  residue  to  be 
paid  quarterly.  And  to  conclude,  the  Vessel  which  briiigs  these 
despatches  is  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  with  11,978  stand  of  armsj, 
1000  Blls.  of  gun  powder,  flints,  wollens  &  shoes.  We  sincerely 
congratulate  you  on  these  events,  which  we  hope  will  enable  us  to 
open  the  campaign  on  a  footing  with  our  Enemies. 


psfNerniVANiA  asohivbb  inr.        ess 

Board  of  Was  to  Col.  Dakl.  Baodhjiud,  1777. 
FenaaylyAiua  Board  of  War,  Philada,  March  81«*  1777. 

By  a  letter  firom  hia  ezoellraoy  General  WasbingtOA  we  art  in* 
formed  that,  viz. 

<'  Bjr  the  promotion  of  Major  Batler,  and  death  of  the  Colonel  and 
'  <  Lieutenant  Colonel,  the  eighth  Begiment  of  yoor  State  ia  left  wiihool 
<^  a  Field  Officer,  I  must  therefore  desire  that  joa  will  order  the  three 
<'  new  Field  Officers  to  join  immediatelji  &r  I  can  assure  yon  thai 
*^  no  regiment  in  the  Service  wants  them  more  from  the  dissaatioas 
<'  that  have  lately  prevail'd  in  that  Corps,  discipline  has  been  much 
'^  relaxed,  and  it  will  require  strict  care  and  attention  to  both  Officers 
*'  and  Men  to  bring  them  back  to  a  proper  sense  of  subordination 
<^  and  duty." 

You  are  therefDre  ordered  to  repair  to  your  Begiment  immediately^ 
a^d  leaat  there  should  be  any  uncertainty  of  your  receiving  this 
order  we  have  dispatched  a  special  messenger  with  it,  and  we  can  have 
no  doubt  of  your  complying  punctually  herewith,  as  the  public  Sev» 
vice  requires  it. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Your  Humble  Servant, 

OWEN  BIDDLE,  Chiurman,* 
Directed^ 

Colonel  Daniel  Broadhead,  near  Beading  Berks  County. 

Dear  Sir,  ^ 

Col  Broadhead  left  Reading  on  Wednesday  last  to  join  his  Begi* 
ant,  You  friend  ft  h.  8^ 

T.  MIFFLIN, 
DirecUd. 

Friday  morning,  4*^  April,  Owen  Biddle,  Esq'. 

m 


Bbsolutions  ow  Congrmb,  1777. 

For  the  better  regulating  the  pay  of  the  A.rmy. 

In  Congress,  April  !•*,  1777. 

Besolved,   That  the  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general, 

shall  pay  no  money  but  by  warrants  from  the  commanders  in  chief, 

within  their  respective  departments,  countersigned  by  their  respecCive 

secretaries,  and  that  the  money  be  paid  only  to  the  person  specified 

See  Col,  Bee.  Vel.  XL  p.  167. 
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in  the  warrant,  or  to'^tifei  order  in  wiiting,  excepting  in  eases  other- 
wise  proTided  by  Congress. 

That  the  regimental  abstracts  be  made  np  by  the  regimental  pay 
masters  at  the  close  of  every  month,  and  certified  by  the  respective 
colonels,  or  commanding  officers  and  brigadiers  general,  who  shall 
,  carefully  examine  and  com  pre  the  same  with  the  weekly  retomsy 
after  which  they  shall  be  lodged  with  the  paymaster  or  deputy  pay 
paster  general,  until  orders  are  given  for  the  payment. 
'  That  the  regimental  paymasters  only  shall  receive  from  the 
paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general,  the  money  due  npon  ab- 
stracts to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  said  regimental  pay- 
masters alone,  shall  settle  with,  and  pay  the  money  due  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiments  to  which  they  respectively 
belong,  either  in  person,  or  to  their  order,  and  take  receipts  for  the 
same,  to  be  produced  as  vouchers  on  the  settlement  of  their  respec- 
tive acconnts. 

That  officers  and  soldiers  who  may  be  prisoners  of  war  shall  bo 
made  up  in  the  abstracts  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong  to 
the  time  of  their  captivity,  and  authentic  returns  shall  be  made 
with  such  abstracts  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  afore- 
Bald,  their  rank  and  the  company  to  which  they  belong,  the  time  of 
their  captivity,  and  the  pay  that  was  then  due  And  whenever  sucli 
prisoners  are  to  be  exchanged,  a  pay  roll  shall  be  made  out  by  the 
paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general,  for  the  pay  due  to  them  to 
the  time  of  their  return,  and  the  money  shall  be  sent  to  them  and 
paid  by  the  officer  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  their  receipts 
immediately  lodged  with  the  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general. 
That  whenever  any  regimental  paymaster  leaves  the  service  or  is 
dismissed,  he  shall  make  a  return  to  the  paymaster  or  deputy  pay- 
master general  of  the  names  of  the  commissioned  and#>n.commis- 
moned  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  regiment  who  remain  unpaid,  the 
sums  due  to  them  respectively,  and  what  balance  of  cash  he  baa 
remaining,  all  which  shall  be  lodged  with  the  paymaster  or  deputy 
paymaster  general,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  next  paymaster  of 
the  said  regiment,  or .  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  department  maj^think  proper. 

That  no  commissioned,  non  commissioned  officer  or  soldier  coming 
from  any  department  where  a  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster 
general  is  appointed,  shall  receive  in  any  other  department  the  pay 
that  may  be  due  to  him,  unless  he  produces  a  certificate  from  his 
colonel  or  commanding  officer,  countersigned  by  the  paymaster  or 
deputy  paymaster  general  of  the  department  to  which  he  belongSi 
of  the  sum  bona  fide  due  to  him,  and  deliver  the  same  with  a  re- 
ceipt thereon. 

April  2»*,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  paymaster  and  deputy  paymaster  general,  at 
the  end  of  every  month  after  the  first  ^: ay  next,  shall  make  np 
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nib  eoateiiiiiig  Uw  nsMes  of  -the  msmnl  and  other  ofieen  of  Ui# 
mnnj  to  which  thej  respeotively  belong,  who  are  not  oonprieed  in 
the  regimental  abstnctB,  ezoepting  only  the  oommander  in  chief  of 
the  Beveral  departments,  w^o  shall  respectiTelj  examine  such  rolls, 
and  issaa  their  warrante  on  the  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaater 
generml,  for  the  sums  due  on  the  same. 

That  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  seToral  departmenta  be  de- 
flired  to  order  payment  to  such  officers  and  detachments  of  the  army 
as  shall  at  any  time  be  ordered  to  other  departments,  to  be  made  to 
the  day  of  their  marching,  or  leaving  the  camp,  and  that  certificates 
be  given  by  the  respective  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaater  general, 
mentioning  th»  names  of  such  officers  and  corps,  together  with 
the  time  to  which  they  are  paid,  which  certificates  shall  be  de- 
livered by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  respective  detachments, 
or  by  Buch  officers  as  shall  be  ordered  witfaont  detachments  to  the 
paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general  of  the  department  to  which 
they  are  ordered,  to  enable  him  to  examine  and  make  up  their  future 
rolls  and  abstracts. 

April  9«*. 

Beaolved,  That  the  paymaster  and  deputy  paymasters  flcneral  be 
directed  forthwith  to  consult  the  commanders  in  chief  of  their  ro- 
spective  districts,  and  appoint  deputies  to  repair  to  such  posts  and 
places  of  rendezvous,  and  answer  the  draughts  of  such  officers  sta- 
tioned thereat,  as  the  said  commanders  in  chief  shall  respectively 
direct ;  that  the  deputies  be  supplied  with  money  by  the  respeetivo 
paymaster  and  deputy  paymasters  general,  and  account  with  them 
therefor,  and  that  all  other  paymasters  of  the  army  cease  to  act  at 
the  posts  and  places  provided  with  deputies  as  aforesaid. 

April  10«. 

That  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  several  departments,  previous 
to  the  discharge  of  any  regiment  or  corps  of  militia  reinforcing  the 
army,  be  respectively  directed  to  issue  their  warrants  on  the  pay- 
master or  deputy  paymaster  general,  for  the  amount  of  the  pay  due 
to  the  same,  and  when  the  military  chest  is  unsupplicd,  the  pay- 
master or  deputy  paymaster  general  is  authorized  to  draw  on  the 
President  for  the  amount  of  such  warrants. 

June  7^  1777. 

Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  that  many  of  the  regimental 
paymasters  absent  themselves  from  the  army,  by  which  the  public 
service  greatly  suffers. 

Besolved,  therefore,  that  the  commander  in  chief^  and  the  com- 
manders in  the  separate  departments,  be  directed  to  take  the  most 
effectual  means  for  compelling  all  regimental  paymasters  to  attend 

Eunctually  to  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  that  such  as  are  negligent 
e  punished  and  displaced,  and  that  they  be  respectively  empowered 
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tii>  appoint  others  of  abiKty,  diligettoe  ftnd  iat^rily,  in  ihe  room  of 
moh  as  we  displaced.  « 

May  IS**..    Omitted  in  its  proper  Haco. 

Beaolved,  That  every  Warrant  of  a  General  officer,  having  au- 
thority to  draw  on  the  Military  Chests,  or  Paymaster  or  Depaty 
paymaster  General  in  any  Department,  shall  specify  the  partioolar 
service  or  aooonnt  for  which  the  same  shall  be  drawn,  in  order  to 
enable  the  Treasury  board  and  commissioners  of  accounts  to  make 
the  proper  charges,  and  to  do  Justice  to4he  Publiok^ 
Copies  from  the  Journab. 

WILLIAM  CH/HOUSTON,  D.  Secr'y. 


Copt  of  Letter,  Geo,  Morgan  &  Jno.  Nevill  to 
Patrick  Henry,  177T. 

Fort  Pitt,  April  1-*,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  had  not  the  honoar  to  receive  your  Orders  &  the  Minutes  of 
Council  of  the  12th  TJltimo,*  until  this  day.  We  immediately  wrote 
to  Colonel  Shephard  &  Major  Taylor  to  meet  us  here  the  8th  inst, 
to  confer  thereon,  &  determine  the  moat  effectual  steps  to  carry  the 
same  into  execution.  And  your  Excellency  may  be  assured  we  will 
leave  nothing  in  our  power  undone,  that  may  tend  to  promote  the 
Interest  of  our  Country  in  general,  or  the  success  of  this  Enterprizo 
in  particular — not  regarding  the  strict  Line  of  Daty  in  our  respec- 
tive departments,  but  the  promotion  of  the  service  on  the  most 
liberal  Plan.  We,  nevertheless,  wish  we  were  left  more  at  liberty 
to  exercise  our  Judgments  or  to  take  advice  on  the  expediency  & 
practicability  of  the  Undertaking  at  this  critical  time — for,  although 
we  are  persuaded  from  what  has  already  passed  between  Col*  Morgan 
&  our  Allies,  the  Delawares  &  Sbawnese,  that  they  would  wish  us 
success  therein,  yet  we  apprehend  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
this  Expedition  will  be  a  general  Indian  War,  which  we  are  persuaded 
it  is  the  Interest  of  the  State  at  this  time  to  avoid,  even  by  the 
mortifying  means  of  liberal  Donations  to  certain  leading  Men  among 
the  Nations  as  well  as  by  calling  them  again  to  a  general  Treaty. 
And  if  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  should  judge  it  prudent  to  take 
some  steps  to  gratify  the  Six  Nations  in  regard  to  the  Encroach- 
ments made  on  their  Lands  on  the  North  Western  Frontier  of  thai 
State  of  which  they  have  so  repeatedly  complained,  we  hope  and* 
believe  it  would  have  a  very  salutary  Effect.  The  settlement  of 
the  Lands  on  Ohio,  below  the  Kenhawa,  &  at  Rentacke,  gives  the 
Western  Nations  great  uneasiness.    How  far  the  State  of  Virginia 

*  See  page  258— 261. 
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may  judge  ii  wktf  to  witUiaw  or  eonfind  Aam  iolikDtteiits  fdr  a. 
oertaiu  tenn  of  Ywira  or  daring  the  British  Wafi  is  too  delioate  a 
matter  for  us  to  give  our  opinion  on^  but  we  have  reason  to  think 
that  the  maasturts  we  have  (tho'  perhaps  out  of  the  stiiot  Line  of 
our  Doty)  presuned  to  hint  at,  would  not  only  tend  greatly  to  the 
happtncas  of  thia  oovntry,  hut  to  the  Interest  of  the  whole  State ; 
more  espeeially  if  ears  be  taken  to  treat  the  di&rent  Nations  in  all 
vespects  with  Judtiee,  Humanity,  &  Hospitality,  for  wbioh  purpose, 
&  to  punish  Robberies  &  Murders  oommitted  on  any  of  our  Allies, 
some  wholesome  Orders  or  Acts  of  Government  may  poeaihly  be 
necessary  3  for  Parties  have  been  formed  to  massacre  some  who 
have  oome  to  visit  us  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  others  who  have 
been  hunting  on  their  own  Lands,  the  known  Friends  to  the  Com- 
men  Wealth.  These  steps,  if  continned,  will  d^ve  us  of  all  our 
Indian  Allies  &  multiply  our  Enemies.  £vcn  the  Spies  who  have 
been  employed  by  the  County  Lieutenants  of  MonongabeU  &  Ohio 
seem  to  have  gone  on  this  Plan  with  a  premeditated  design.to  in^ 
voLve  us  in  a  general  Indian  War;  for  on  the  15th  iost.,  at  day 
break,  five  or  sii:  of  tbeae  Spies  fired  at  three  Delaware  Indians  all 
their 'bunting  Gamp,  which  they  afterwards  plunder'd  of  Peltries  to 
a  considerable  value,  &  brought  them  off. 

This  was  committed  about  20  Miles  oa  this  side  the  Delaware 
Town,  between  that  &  Wheeling,  &  out  of  the  Country  or  Track  of 
enr  Enemies. 

Luckily  all  the  IndiaDs  escaped,  only  one  of  whom  was  wounded) 
&  that  slightly  in  the  Wrist. 

We  inclose  to  your  Exoelleocy  the  copy  of  a  Speech  or  Message 
found  near  the  body  of  a  dead  man,  who  had  been  kill'd  &  scalped 
two  days  before,  near  the  Kittanning  on  the  North  Western  Frontier 
of  'Pennsylvania,  when  another  Man  was  taken  Prisoner.  We 
suppose  the  party  of  Indians  who  left  this  Message  &  perpetrated 
the  Murder,  to  have  been  hired  for  that  purpose  by  the  British 
Officers  at  Niagara,  in  order  to  promote  an  open  Rupture  between  the 
Six  Nadons  &  the  United  States ;  as  we  had  Intelligence  of  such  a 
party  being  out,  ^  haying  come  from  thence.  In  consequence 
whereof,  k  on  considering  the  present  situation  of  this  Country,  a 
Council  of  Field  Officers  &  Captains  met  here  &  gave  their  opinion 
on  certain  matters,  of  which  your  Excellency  is  doubtless  'cro  now 
fully  informed — among  other  things  Col^  Crawford  was  requested  to 
make  a  Beturn  of  the  Stores  requisite  to  be  sent  here,  &  an  Esti- 
mate of  the  Expence  of  Repairs  to  make  this  Fort  defensible  against 
any  body  of  Troops  which  may  be  brought  against  us  by  the  way 
of  Presoue  Isle  &  the  Allegany,  that  being  the  Rout  by  which  this 
Fort  will  be  attacked,  if  ever  an  Expedition  should  be  formed 
against  it  from  Canada,  &  not  as  has  been  intimated  to  your  Excel- 
lency from  Detroit  and  Sandusky,  there  being  ^no  Post  at  the  latter 
I^ce,  &  as  we  are  informed  but  Sixty  Six  Soldiers  at  Detroit,  from 
whence  by  Land  to  Fort -Pitt  is  near  three  hundred  Miles,  impassa* 


288  PBNKSYLVANIA  ARCHIVBS  IHT. 

fale  far  ArtBlerj;  &  ill  thai  Ooantiy.we  an  tdd  wmld  not  foniiah 
to  an  Ann  J  of  1000  Hen  BuifiAieDt  ProvidoDB  or  Horses  for  snok 
an  Expedition. 

Your  Exoellenoj  eannot  but  be  already  informed  that  maaj 
Persons  among  onrselves  wish  to  promote  a  War  with  the  SavageSi 
not  eonsidering  the  distresses  of  oar  Conntry  on  the  Sea  Coast. 
Vhis  disposition  with  the  condnot  of  a  Banditti  oonsisting  of  60  or 
80  Savages  at  the  heads  of  Scioto,  may  possibly  Veate  a  genenl 
Qoarrel.  Yet  we  flatter  onrselyes  that  by  prudent  measoies  it  is 
possible  to  avoid  it  But  if,  as  seems  the  inclination  of  some,  all 
Indians,  without  distinction,  who  may  be  found  are  to  be  msflsaered| 
ft  ^ven  when  visitiog  us  as  Friends,  a  general  War  cannot  be  avoided^ 
ft  we  fear  the  conseqaences  would  be  fatal  at  this  critical  time ;  but 
should  it  please  Qod  to  bless  us  with  Victory  to  overcome  our  British 
Bnemies  on  the  Sea  Coast,  we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to  take 
ample  satisfaction  of  our  Indian  Enemy.  In  the  Interim,  we  axe 
hambly  of  opinion,  that  the  most  pa«flc  measures  with  liberal 
Presents,  if  in  our  power  to  make  them,  will  be  attended  with  muck 
happier  consequences  with  the  Savages  than  an  armed  force  can' 
poduce.  Nevertheless,  we  beg  leave  agsin  to  assure  your  Excel* 
ienoy  that  nothing  in  our  power  shall  be  wanting  to  promote  ft 
insure  success  to  the  Expedition  now  ordered  to  be  executed.  But 
as  it  will  be  impossible  to  have  the  Men  raised  ft  armed  before  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  we  shall  have  sufficient  time  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  farther  instructions  on  that  head,  ft  we  shall  in  the 
Interim  take  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  Intelligence  reach- 
ing the  Enemy  so  far  as  to  defeat  the  wise  intentions  of  Government. 
We  are  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient, 
ft  most  humble  Servants, 

R;«n«^  i  <*E0.  MORGAN. 

Signed.  JJOHNNEVILL. 

P.  S.  By  Lieu«  Holliback  who  left  the  Eenhawa  the— Ulf,  all  is 
quiet  there,  ft  no  Murders  or  Indian  Incursions  have  been  made 
Into  the  Inhabitants,  that  we  have  heard  of,  since  last  December, 
when  one  man  was  kill'd  on  the  Indian  side  of  Ohio,  opposite  to 
the  Fort  at  Wheeliog,  ft  one  taken  Prisoner — they  were  out  as  Spies. 

The  County  Lieutenant  who  is  ordered  to  send  100  men  to  meet 
Cap.  Lynn  with  the. Powder,  is  at  a  loss  to  know  how  far  to  proceed, 
or  where  S*  Louis,  on  the  Mississippi  is — there  being  one  place  of 
that  name  160  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Ohio,  ft  no  setdement  or 
Fort  less  than  400  miles  below  the  Ohio — ^the  nearest  is  at  the 
River  Arkansa. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Patrick  Heniy,  Jun'',  Esq%  Governor  of  the 
Common  Wealth  of  Virginia,  at  Wiliiamsburgh. 
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SUPRBHB  EXSCUXIVB   COUNCIL  TO  JOSBPH  BbED,   1777. 

Philadelphia  April  the  Isi,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Supreme  Bxeentiye  Coaneil  have  appointed  yoa  to  be  Chief 
Jvstiee  of  this  Slate  and  as  the  affiiirs  of  it  require  immediate  atten- ' 
tion,  I  have  it  in  charge  to  request  that  you  will  return  to  Philadelphia 
immedtatelj,  Your  adyicei  and  assistance  is  greatly  wanted. 
I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  most  obedient 
^  humble  Servant. 

T.  M.  Se<r. 
Direeied, 

To  Hon'ble  Joseph  Reed  Esq., 


CONGRBSS  TO  SUPRBMB  EXXOUTiyB  GOUNOIL,  1777. 

Philada.  April  dd,  1777. 
QeBitleitteiiy 

The  enclosed  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Oen^  Washington,  containing 
the  most  important  intelligence^  I  am  eommanded  by  Congress  to 
transmit  to  you. 

Altho  from  this  Information,  the  Enemy  are  said  to  have  ii^  view 
sn  attack  on  some  Part  of  Maryland,  yet  as  it  is  uncertain  wh^^  they 
will  bend  their  Force,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  each  State,  and 
^ourt  in  particular,  should  make  every  Preparation  for  Defence.  I 
mm  therefore  most  earnestly  to  entreat  you,  to  take  such  measures, 
ss  in  yoixr  Judgment,  will  he  most  effectual  to  counteract  the  Designs 
and  Plans  of  the  Enemy,  should  their  Destination  be  against  the 
State  of  Pennsrlvania,  wluoh  is  by  no  means  improbable.  I  have 
the  Honour  to  W 

Oe&tlemeB, 

your  most  obed*  & 

very  h'ble  Serv* 
JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid*. 
iHrecied, 
On  Publick  Service. 

To  the  Hon'ble  The  Snpreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

«  See  Colon.  Bee  YoL  XI.  p.  186, 196.  aO£.  M9.  He  declined  it--"  Li«i 
&c.,  of  Pree't  Reed,  YoL  1,  800.'' 

Vol.  v.— 18 
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Gen'l  Washington  to  Cqjngress,  1777. 

Head  Q'ts  Moms  Town  Mar.  81, 1777. 
Sir, 

Oap't  Piafhield  of  Mr-  Baohaonm'if  ahip  from  BaltiiiiQV}»  wbo  wpui 
t^en  bj  the  Enemy  and  carried  into  Jork  made  his  ewsape  from 
thence  on  Satordaj  Evening.  He  informs  that  three  thousaoci  t^oope 
British  &  Hessians,  embarked  about  ten  days  ago  frc^  the  qity  ^ 
Staten  Island  on  board  Transports  which  were  laying  at  the  latter, 
when  he  came  away,  he  adds  that;  the  Enemy  have  built  &  are  build- 
ing a  number  of  light  flat  bottomed  boats,  about  seventy  of  which 
were  finished.  Oapt  Deshield  says,  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  opin-  * 
ion  &  oony^rpation,  that  this  embarkation  was  for  Ghesapeak-bay 
with  a  view  of  making  a  desoent  on  the  Eastern  shore,  or  that  the 
troops  were  to  proceed  to  the  head  of  Elk,  taking  Annapolis  &  Balti- 
more in  their  way,  there  were  some  who  thou^t  it  ph>bable  they 
were  to  go  up  the  North  river,  and  attempt  the  Highland  fortifications. 
I  have  written  to  (General's  M*  Bougal  &  Clinton,  desiring  them  to 
make  the  best  preparations  that  circumstances  will  admit  of  for  their 
receptipn,  in  ^ase  the  tatter  diouid  lie  their  object. 

Gapt.  Deshield  being  in  company  with  the  Captain  of  the  Packet 
boat  unknown  to  bim»  heard  'him  say  that  a  war  with  France  was 
much  expected  wlien  he  left  England  which  was  about  the  begmtaiDg 
of  I'ebrij^. 

I  ba^ye  the  honouK  to  be 

with  great  respect  Sir, 

Your  mq^t  obed*  Serv*. 

GEO.  WASHtlf  qiON. 


Wab  Qmos  TO  fiwAsuB  ExEOiFTrnq  Oou^oiz.,  1777. 

War  Offlo^  ikpril  2d,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

There  were  t^  Wcpi^  Sarah  0,Brien  &  Abigail  M«Eay,  ex- 
amined bjEtfor^  ^he  BQar^  ^I'^^ar*  &  committed  to  the  State  Prison 
as  accom'ptibes  with  Molesw'orth  who  was  executed  for  traitjoroi^ 
Practices.  These  Women  are  thought  by  the  Board  not  so  imme- 
diately ^e  object^  of  military  Pow/Br,  I  am  therefore  directed  to  in- 
form yotibf  the  matter,  that  you  may  tafce  Order  for;  their  iryal  Vy; 
the  civil  Authority  &  if  convicted  that  they  may  recieve  isuoh  punish- 

%  Bee  their  Bzaminationi,  p.  2Z&.  S77. 
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ment  as  eiimefl  of  so  Vftck  a  Dye  entitle  ^bem  to.    Tbe  ezamio^ions 
of  tbe  Oolprite  A  tbe  DepositioDs  of  the  Witnesses  are  in  tbe  Office 
&  if  you  tlunk  proper  Copies  will  be  famished. 
I  bare  tb^  Qonour  to  be 

Tour  very  obed*  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Seo'y. 

P,  8.  Tou  will  perceive  by  tbe  ExaminatioD|  DepoaitioD,  &  G09- 
f^on  of  Moleaworth,  there  are  several  persons  oonoenned  wtiopiyoa 
will  no  doubt  take  measarea  to  Secure  &  Bring  tQ  Ju^tioQ. 

Directed, 

Ou  the  Servioe  of  tbe  United  States. 

Hon'ble  tbe  Executive  Council,  Stot^  of  Pennsylvania* 


&UFB8ME  EXBCmPiVB  OOUNCIL  TO  ShBEIFITS  AHD  MAOifit 
TAATB0  OV  SUQKB  GOUNTY. 

In  Connoil. 
Gentlemen, 

Mrs.  Oalloway  is  apprehensive  of  veeeiving  scpie  insults  to  her 
person,  &  perhaps  Injury  to  l)er  efecjfes  from  the  pnblick,  on  account 
of  the  base  conduct  of  Mr.  Galloway  towards  this  State  in  particu- 
lar :  the  House  of  Assembly  iM^vi^g  enacted  fi  Law  for  toe  punish- 
ment of  treason  and  misprision  of  treason,  this  Qouaoel  iireof  wiqpon 
that  no  steps  ougVt  ^  be  ti>ken  ^gf^QSt  auy  offender,  (except  in  ex- 
traordinary cases)  but  in  a  legid  qaaancr  ^J9A^  \^^  JaI^b  of  Ik^e 
oommonwealth,  therefor  feeommend  it  to  you  to  prevent  so  far  as 
in  your  power,  any  Insult  being  offered  to  Mrs,  Qi^lofray,  .i|nc)  tjie 
publick  may  rest  assured  that  d^  notice  will  be  taken  of  all  offend- 
ers against  the  peace,  and  wel^kre  of  tto  SM^t^ 

April  the  Second,  1777. 
JDirected, 

To  tbe  High  Sheriff  &  the  Magistrates  of  tiie  Ooouity  of  BuAlS 

*  See  Coldly.  Bed*,  yol,;:]i^l9fL  .^ 
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Board  ov  War  to  Ool.  Davis  AiiTD  Othbbs,  1777. 

Pennaylvanift  Board  of  War, 

Philad*,  8«  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  Btand  in  need  of  One  hundred  waggons,  at  least,  with  four 
horses  &  a  driver  each,  to  remove  SandrjStores  from  this  City  to 
the  West  side  of  Schnlkil ;  we  are  sensible  of  your  activity  &  ml  in 
the  service  of  your  Ooantry ;  we  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
questing you  will  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  engage  as  many  Waggons  as  in  your  power,  and  send 
them  down  to  Robert  Erwin,  Waggon  Master  General  in  this  City. 
You  will  please  to  order  them  do?m  as  soon  as  engaged,  and  not 
wait  for  any  large  number  bein|;  ooUeoted  toffether.  They  are  to 
bring  with  them  their  own  Provinder,  as  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
procure  it  here.  Each  Wag^  will  be  paid  30  «  ^  day,  from  the 
time  they  leave  their  respective  homes  until  they  return  home. — 
There  is  reason  to  believe  the  Enemy  will  make  a  push  for  this  City 
by  Land  b  water  very  soon,  and  as  we  have  great  q'tity"  of  valuable 
Stores  here,  prudence  directs  that  we  should  get  them  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  Shipping.  You  will  please  to  inform  us  from  time 
to  time  of  your  prooe^ings — a  proper  compensation  you  may  be 
assured  will  be  allowed  to  you  for  your  Trouble.. 

Bf  Order  of  the  Board, 

Sign'd,    OWEN  BIDDLE,  Chairman. 

•         0 

To  Colonel  Caleb  Davis,  Chester  Coa^.  s 

M'  Mathew  Brooks, 

Near  Col.  Bull's,  Philad*  County. 
Major  Evans,  near  the  Yellow  Springs, 

Chester  County. 
Col.  Wm.  Dewees,  at  the  Valley  Forge, 

Chester  County. 
M'  Isaac  Webb,  at  Mill  Town,  Bowing  Town, 

Chester  County. 
Col.  Caleb  Davis,  Chester  Co. 
M'  Rob*  Lettis  Hooper,  near  Easton. 
Col.  W-  Dean,  Horsham. 
Cap*  McCalla,  4  miles  above  Bogarts,  Bucks. 
W".  Clinging,  Esq',  near  the  sign  of  the  Waggon,  Lan'  Road. 
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•  Kayt  Board  to  Supbbmb  ExBoimyB  Oottboii.,  1777. 

State  Navy.  Board,  April  5, 1777. 
Oentlemen, 

The  following  persona  are  reoommended  to  your  Honon^  for  tlie 
CommiflBionB  oppoeite  their  reepeotlYe  Names. 

By  Older  of  the  Board, 

WM.  BRADFOBD,  Ohairman. 
To 

The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Ezeeutive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


YxsBXLa. 


QuALirr. 


Nahbs. 


Fire  Sloop  Etna, 
Fire  Brig  Valoano, 
Fire  Ship  Strombolo, 
Arnold  Battery, 
Effingham, 
Thunder  Guard  Boat, 
Dragon  Guard  Boat, 
Lyon  Ovard  Boat, 
BiesolutioB  ditto^ 
Bepulae      ditto, 
Argua        ditto, 
Viper         ditto, 
5th  April. 


Captain, 

Lieutenant, 

Lieutenant, 

!■*  Lieutenant, 

1'*  lieutenant, 

Captain, 

Captain, 

Captain, 

Captain, 

Captain, 

Captain, 

Captain, 


William  Clark, 
William  Bogera, 
Jamea  McKnight, 
Thomaa  Fell, 
Jamea  Kirk  Patriek, 
Franeia  Gilbert, 
Benjamin  Thompson, 
Benry  Martin, 
William  Lyell» 
John  HarriaoD, 
Nathaniel  Gait, 
Stephen  Beaaly. 


Agreed  to,  (April  7, 1777), 

THO.  WHABTON,  jun.,  Prea^. 

CommiaaiQus  dated  7th  April,  1777.^T.  H.  . 


9th  April. 
Brigantine  ConventiopI  1**  Lieu*, 
Battery  Putnam,        1 2^  Lieu*, 


IBoug.  Spencer, )  Com.  dated 
iGeorge  Myers,  J  Ap.  9, 1777. 

T.  M. 
Dirededf  ♦ 

To  The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Coni<« 
monwealth  of  Pennaylvania. 
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Got.  IdrvmaaTOSf  so  Sitp&bhh  Exboutiyb  Oofkoxl^  17T7. 

Boiden  Town,  5«»  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

One  Michael  Millin^bnrg  a  Waggoner  in  Ray  Street  will  be 
detivei^d  to  yon  With  this  Letter,  by  a  Gtnkti  whioh  I  send  for  that 
purpose.  He  arrived  here  last  night  from  South  Amboy  or  betweeii 
that  place  and  Spotdwood — H^  brought  a  Scots  Gentleman  one 
Archibald  Campbell;  jost  arrived  at  New  York  from  London,  &  who 
came  from  New  Fork  to  Amboy,  &  was  passiog  on  as  he  says  to 
Maryland,  where  he  pretends  to  have  an  Estate,  &  which  he  left 
about  two  years  ago  for  Scotland  for  the  Education  of  his  Children. 
He  came  from  New  York  into  this  State  without  any  Flag,  &  was 
proceeding  without  any  Pass  from  any  officer  of  the  Uuited  States. 
Him  I  detain  till  I  hear  from  the  Maryland  Delegates,  to  whom  he 
pretends  to  be  known.  As  to  M^llingbiirg,  he  carried  a  nnmber  of 
Prisoners  from  Philadelpbia,  taken  by  our  Cruisers,  f to  the  Enemy^ 
who  showed  him  no  Pass  nor  were  delivered  to  him  oy  aoty  Officer; 
He  brought  with  him  the  inclosed^  which  appears  to  be  a  Letter  from 
a  Hessian  Officer  with  the  Enemy  to  another  at  PbUadelphia,  which 
Letter,  Millingbu^gh)  When  questioned  about  it  attempted  to  throw 
into  the  fire.  I  believe  him  to  be  a  great  Rascal.  The  Letter, 
being  in  a  hand  illegible  to  me,  tho'  I  understand  enough  of  the 
language  for  that  purpose,  I  cannot  take  the  meaning. 

I  fear  there  is  a  Continual  Correspondence  can^i^  on  with  ih6 
Enemy  by  the  way  of  South  Amboy,  by  the  means  irf  this  Milli&g^ 
burgh  &  other  Sti^e  Waggoners  from  Philadelphia, 
lam, 

With  great  Respect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  S't, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'bie  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq"*,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadel- 


J.  Moaais,  j;^.  to  Supbbme  Exbcutivb  Council,  1777^ 

Sirs, 

The  Laws  passed  at  the  last  Session  of  the  Asseml>ly  are  in  the 
Plress  and  will  be  speedily  published.  I  told  your  Secretary  that  if 
necessary  I  would  in  the  mean  time  make  out  Copies  for  the  use  of 
the  Council,  he  told  me  he  would  give  me  notice  whether  it  should 
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Ibe  ctoiie  or  not;  and  I  have  doI  beard  from  him  sinoe;  if  I  hadj  k 
ah'  have  been  done  before  this  Time :  However  I  will  this  moment 
set  about  a  Copy.    Interim  fiend  jon  the  Honey  Bill. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  most  Obed't  h'ble  Sery't, 
J.  MORRIS,  Jr. 
Apr.  5i  1777. 
Directed. 
Hfa  fixdelU  Wm.  Wharton. 


JeHK  HUBLBT  TO  StJP&skjB  EXXCUTIYB  GOUHCIL^  1777;: 

Sir, 

The  PqUio  Busineae  m  ereoting^  a  Powder  Magaiine  and  other 
Militarj  Store  Houses  at  Lancaster,  requires  mj  imidiate.attendanee 
there;  and  as  most  of  my  Time  will  be  employed  in  tlie  ensoiBg 
Summer  in  that  Business,  it  will  be  out  of  my  Power  to  render  ngr 
Country  any  Service  in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State. 
I  therefore  resign  my  seat  in  Counoil|  and  pray  that  a  writ  uuiy  be 
issued  for  the  Election  of  a  Counsellor  for  Lancaster  Countyi  in  my 
«tead.  , 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Ezeelleney'ii  ttMt  ob^dbl 
and  most  h'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  HUlJLfit. 
Philad*.  April  the  6%  1777. 
Dincted, 

To  hi^  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  jr.,  "^sffy,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


War  Office  to  Supmmb  Exbcutivb  Council,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office^  Philadelphia^  April  5th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  last  sum  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  borrowed  of  Con- 
gress is  expended.  There  are  many  of  the  Troops  prevented  from 
marohing,  ind  the  recruiting  and  other  publio  Business  interrupted 
for  want  of  money.    We  do  therefore  request  the  Honorable  Exeou- 
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tive  CouQoil  would  supply  ys  with  a  farther  som  of  Two  Handred 
Thousand  Dollars. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Tour  £zoeIlene/a  most  Humble  Serr^t, 
By  Order  of  the  Board, 

OWEN  BIDDLB, 

Chairman. 
Directed. 

His  Excellenoj  Thomas  Wharton,  jun%  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 


SUPRSMI  BXBOUTIVB  COUNCIL  TO  QOV.  LIVINGSTON,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  receive  this  day  the  fitvour  of  yours  of  the 
'2^  instant, — ^and  with  you  lament  the  great  difficulties  with  which 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  have  had  to  struggle — and  assure  you  that 
I  have  no  doubt  of  this  State  continuing  to  give  any-  further  assist- 
ance that  may  be  in  our  power. 

It  appears  on  further  enquiry  that  there  are  nine  other  prisoners 
in  the  Goal  of  this  city,  which  belong  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  under  like  circumstances  with  those  to  be  sent  by  this  opportunity. 
The  Council  have  therefore  determined  to  send  them  with  the  others 
— ^their  names  are  Joseph  Lawrence,  jun',  Aaron  Brewer,  Benjamin 
Wooley,  John  Swein,  Bichard  Wilson,  Vincent  Swein,  Theodore 
Bonss,  George  Brown,  and  John  Mee. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
T.  W. 

Philadelphia,  April  6,  1777. 
Dtrectedy 

To  His  Excellency  William  Livingston,  Esq*",  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey. 
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OiECULiLR  TO  Lieutenants  ov  Gountxes,  17J7. 

Philadelphia  April  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  Intelligenoe  whith  the  Council  haye  reecired  of  the  moTemeats 
of  the  enemy,  Tenders  it  neceasarj  that  every  poanble  means  be  nsed 
to  carry  the  Militia  Law  into  ezeention,  they  therefore  earnestly  re- 
quest that  you  will  exert  yourself  for  this  purpose  with  unremitting 
attention^  that  the  service  of  the  Militia  may  be  had  on  the  motion 
of  the  enemy  this  may,  which  it  is  but  too  probable  may  be  the  case 
within  a  few  days,  should  it  be  neeessary  to  call  out  the  militia  this 
Spring,  the  Council  expect  it  will  be  the  last  time,  as  they  are  sen- 
sible it  ought  to  be  done  only  in  Cases  of  the  last  extremity,  and  we 
are  in  hopes  the  Continental  army  will  be  on  such  a  footing  thli| 
summer  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  in  future. 
JHreciedy 

To  Lieutenants  of  the  several  Counties. 


Db.  John  Connolly  to  Pebs't  Wharton,  1777. 

April  7th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  your  Excellency  the  Obligations  signed  bv  my 
Brother,  who  has  mistakenly  struck  out  the  words  &  severally  as 
judging  it  renderinff  Him  liable  for  double  the  sum  which  He  had 
entered  into  in  the  last  Reoogaisance,  the  mistake  your  Excellency 
will  observe  to  be  his,  from  his  letter  which  I  here  beg  leave  also  to 
send.  If  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  think  it  in&pensably  ae- 
eessary  to  have  these  words  inserted,  I  flatter  myself  it  will  not  prevent 
my  setting  out  from  hence ;  &  I  shall  have  another  of  the  nature  re- 
quired, sent  down  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  hope  that  the  state  of 
my  health,  &  past  sufferbgs  will  induce  your  Excellency  to  obviate 
any  objection  which  might  be  alleged,  in  consequence  of  his  mistake 
will  greatly  add  to  the  civilities  already  received  from  your  Excel- 
lency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed*  Serv*. 

JNO.  CONNOLLY. 

N.  B.  I  shall  engage  to  send  the.  Bond  down  by  Express  in  any 
number  of  days  required,  if  judged  necessary. 
Directed^ 

HiaExoaUency  Thomas  Whartoui  Esq. 

•  See  Colon.  Beo.  Vol.  XL  p.  196,  200. 
18* 
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Jambs  Ewino  to  Dr.  John  Connolly,  177T. 

Sasquehanna  Ap^  the  4*^  1777« 
!>  Brother, 

I  have  signed  the  bond  arreeable  to  Law,  after  strikeing  out  the 
Words,  (and  severally)  which  words,  would  make  the  security  double 
irhat  I  entered  into  in  the  last  Recognizance.  1  cant  think  that  there 
Was  any  intention  to  make  me  liable  for  the  whole  sum,  should  vou 
act  unworthily,  But  rather  conclude  as  them  words  ware  printed  in 
he  Blank  that  they  escaped  the  Secretary's  notice. 

I  shall  expect  you  early  next  week,  Archy  says  he  will  be  in  Phila- 
delphia on  Sunday,  &  1  would  not  advise  you  to  stay  any  time  in 
Town  after  your  Release, 

I  am, 

D'  Brother 

affectionately  yours. 

JAMES  EWINO. 
Directedj 
To  Dr.  John  Connolly  in  the  State  prison,  Phikda. 


Commission  to  F.  Phtlb,  1777. 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Oommon-i 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

1?he  Supreme  Exeoutive  Council  of  the  said  Commonwealth. 

To  Frederick  Phyle  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Esquire. 

We  Reposing  especially  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity  and 
ability,  do  hereby  appoint  you  to  be  Naval  Officer  for  the  port  and 
district  of  Philadelphia,  And  yon  are  to  do  and  perform  all  and  every 
act  and  thing  which  according  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  this  Com* 
monwealth,  to  the  office  and  duty  of  Naval  Officer  does  of  right  belong. 
And  all  officers  within  this  State  are  hereby  required  to  be  ai&ig  and 
assisting  unto  you  in  the  execution  of  the  said  Office. 

This  Commission  to  continue  in  force  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
tUa  Council  and  no  longer. 

Oiven  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  this  5th  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  seventy  seven. 

the  name. 

*  89lb  Colon.  Eeo.  Vol.  XL  p.  19a 
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Ephbiam  Blainb  to  Prbs't.  Wharton,  1777. 

PhiladiL  7th  April,  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

The  Difference  of  sentiment  whxeh  prevftils  in  Cnmberhind  Ooanty 
abont  the  Constitation,  and  the  III  Jadg'd  appointment  of  part  the 
Sab  Lientenante,  are  mj  Principle  reasons  for  not  AooeptinK  for  thf 
present,  the  Commission  jonr  Honor  and  the  council  were  pleased  to 
offer  me  of  the  Lieutenancy,  I  shall  however  study  to  render  the 
publick  Every  service  in  my  power,  and  return  ^our  Honor  and  the 
Council  thanks  for  your  verry  favourable  opinion  and  Friendly 
offer,  and 

Am  Hon'  Sir 

Tour  most  obed*  & 

Verry  Humble  Serv*. 

EPH.  BLAINE. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Esquire  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philada. 


Jacob  MoaaAN  to  Pbesidsnt  Whabton,  1777 

Honour'd  Sir, 

Your  Order  of  the  4th  instant,  with  the  Pacquet  of  the  Melitia 
Act  bv  George  Guilder  this  morning  I  received,  and  tho^  I  have 
been  these  two  Weeks  dangerously  ill,  and  thro^  Pain  and  Weakness 
of  Body,  am  Still  confin'd  to  mv  Chamber  and  Bed,  utterly  unabto 
to  move  personally  and  to  put  the  Melitia  Law  in  force. 

Bat  am  So  Sincerely  hearty  and  earnest  for  the  Common  Cause, 
That  I  have  immediately  Wrote  and  sent  to  the  Sub  lieutenants  of 
Berks  County,  whom  I  hope  and  trust  will  without  any  delay  put 
the  said  MeUtia  Law  in  force.  And  as  soon  as  please  God  I  may 
recover,  shall  exert  my  utmost  Ability  in  doing  all  in  my  power  to 
accomplish  the  same  according  to  your  Order  and  advise  on  the 
Important  Cause. 

I  am,  Honoured  Sir  (tho'  weak  in  Body), 

with  Sincere  respects. 
Your  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 
JACOB  MORGAN. 
Oaemaroon,  in  Berks,  aforesaid,  1 
the  8th  April,  1777.  j 

Dtrectedf 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Melitia  and  State  of  rennsylvaaia. 
By  Mr.  George  Guilder. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  208. 
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Copy.  Gbnbral  Putnam  to  Presibbnt  of  Gonorbss,  1777. 

(Copy) 

Princetown,  8  April,  1777. 
Bif, 

By  a  Light  horseman  just  arrived  from  Cranbary,  who  has  been 
at  South  Amboy,  I  have  the  following  intelligence. — That  there  are  a 
large  number  of  ships  and  other  Vessels  in  Am  boy  harbour — that  he 
saw  6  or  700  Hessians  parkded  in  Amboy  and  saw  a  vessel  laden 
with  troops  going  from  Brunswick  to  Amboy,  to  which  place  they 
are  transporting  down  Tin  boats)  all  their  births  and  oabbins,  and 
putting  them  on  board  tneir  ships. 

They  have  burnt  several  houses  and  taken  all  the  Boards  oflf  the 
Bams  at  the  Round  abouts,  they  have  continually  a  party  cutting 
and  hewing  Ranging  Timber  which  (it's  probable)  is  to  make  plat- 
forms on  board  their  ships  for  the  oonveniency  of  transporting  tbdr 
troops. 

Yesterday  about  6  or  700  of  the  Enemey  advanced  (wi£h  4  Field 
pieces)  about  4  miles  on  this  road,  stripped  several  houses  and  bams 
of  all  the  boards,  and  returned  before  it  was  possible  for  me  to  get 
any  intelligence  of  it.  Every  thing  both  in  Brunswick  and  Amboj 
has  the  appearance  of  moving  soon  somewhere  or  otheri  they  plunder 
the  inhabitants  that  are  in  their  reach  of  every  thing  they  can  carry  - 
off,  without  givine  them  any  reward. 

Since  writing  the  within,  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Colonel 
Gorman,  at  Monmouth,  dated  the  6th  April — extracts  from  which  I 
send  you. 

''  There  was  16  ships  came  from  Amboy  and  went  to  N.  York  on 
''  Wednesday  last,  and  on  Saturday  14  topsail  vessels  came  in  from 
''  sea  and  went  up  to  New  York,  x  esterday  there  appeared  to  be  a 
^  considerable  of  ships,  laying  in  the  Narrows,  but  the  weather  was 
*'  too  hasy  to  make  any  particular  discoveries." 

I  shall  keep  out  spies  continually,  and  give  you  the  earliest  intel- 
ligence of  every  movement  of  the  ennemy.  1  wish  that  the  troops 
in  Philadelphia  were  armed  and  accouter'd,  and  the  militia  ready  to 
turn  out  at  the  shortest  notice — for  by  their  movements  and  our 
intelligence  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  think  that  Philadelphia 
is  their  greatest  object  at  present  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  ob  humble  servant, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM.* 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.  YoL  XL  p.  208. 
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PRESiDBirr  Whaktok  to  Governor  Livingston,  1777* 

Sir, 

Mechlenbar|  is  safe  arriTed  here  and  secured  in  Goal,  and  enqniiy 
will  be  made  into  his  oondact,  which  has  in  other  instances  been 
infamons. 

The  letter  yon  enclosed  is  in  the  hands  of  a  German  to  be  trans- 
lated ;  and  if  it  is  bronght  in  time  will  inclose  a  copy  of  it.  OoU. 
Coats  applied  to  the  Council  in  behalf  of  John  Norris,*  a  Bon  of 
Wm.  Norris,  a  lad  of  about  15  years  of  age,  who  was  taken  with 
Major  Stockton,  and  is  now  in  our  Goal,  requesting  that  he  may  be 
liberated  on  the  Father's  engaging  to  see  him  forth  coming  when 
called  for-— which,  in  consideration  of  the  lad's  youth,  the  Council 
have  agreed  to. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Very  Hum'  Serrant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jun'. 

Phfladelphia,  April  8, 1777. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  WiUiam  Livingston,  Esq.,  Governor  of  State 
of  New-Jersey. 


•WiLLUM  Atlee  to  Owen  Biddle,  1777. 

Lancaster  y«  9«»  Ap»,  1777. 
Sir, 

Under  the  care  of  TJlrick  Reeber  as  their  Waggon  Master,  I  hav^ 
Just  sent  off  Seventeen  Wagons,  with  four  Horses  &  a  driver  to  eaoh.* 
We  expect  a  great  number  more  to  day,  to  morrow,  Ac,  from  the 
parts  about  &  above  Lancaster,  whom  we  shall  forward  under  proper 
conductors  with  all  expedition.  Those  who  go  from  below  the  Town, 
will  set  off  as  they  can  get  ready,  as  it  would  be  inoonvenient,  and 
wasting  time  for  them  to  come  to  Lancaster;  &  will,  we  imagine, 
have,  each  of  them,  a  certificate  Arom  the  Person  in  the  Township  to 
which  they  belong,  of  their  being  engaged  by  direction  of  the  Com** 
mittee  for  this  Service. 

To  procure  the  Waggons  Expeditiously,  I  have,  by  direction  of 
Council,  sent  Circular  Letterff  to  one  or  two  Persons  of  Reputation  in 
every  Township  in  the  County,  &  by  what  I  can  hear,  many  more 
than  the  number  mentioned  in  your  Letter  will  turn  out  We  would 
have  fixed  the  Qaotas  for  the  different  Townships,  but  as  the  Qr  M* 
here  mentioned  to  us,  that  he  had  orders  to  procure  at  least  a  thous« 
and,  we  gave  general  directions  to  forward  all  that  cou'd  be  got ;  aa 

*  See  Cola.  Rec,  VoL  XI,  p.  201. 


802  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777. 

700*1  flee  by  the  Copy  of  oar  Letter  iscloeed ;  in  doing  wbich,  we 

nope  we  have  not  done  amiss,  as  by  that  means  we  shall  make  up 

the  nnmber  required  of  us,  &  at  the  same  time  give  him  assistante. 

The  owners  of  the  Teams  request  of  the  Committeoi  and  expect 

that  they  are  to  receive  their  pay  at  Lancaster;  &  1  have  promised 

^  them  that  I  wou'd  write  to  the  Board  of  War  &  request  tnat  Caah 

may  be  sent  up  here  for  that  purpose.    Those  Teams,  which  have 

heretofore  been  employed  in  the  puolick  service,  at  the  request  of  the 

Committee,  have  been  paid  off  by  us,  i  they  are^the  more  ready  to 

turn  out,  in  expectation  of  getting  their  pay  from  us. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed*  Serv*, 

-    WILLLAlM  ATTLEE. 

Directed, 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  War  of 
Pennsylvania. 

^  Ulrick  Reber,  Waggon  Master,  with  17  Waggons. 


Advbetisbmbnt  por  Wa0OKS  in  Lancastbe    Co.,  1777. 

In  Committee  fi^or  Lancaster  County,  April  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

By  Express  this  Day  from  the  Board  of  War,  we  are  informed 
that  th^relis  every  Reason  to  believe  the  Enemy  intend  an  Attack 
on  Philadelphia ;  and  it  is  probable  are  now  x>r  will  very  shortly  be 
in  motion.  As  there  are  great  Quantities  of  very  valuable  Stores  in 
the  City,  which  Prudence  directs  should  immediately  be  removed : 
We  are  requested  by  the  Board,  with  all  Expedition,  to  send  down 
Waggons,  to  assist  in  the  Removal  of  them  this  Way. 

Some  hundreds  of  Waggons,  with  four  Horses  and  a  Driver  to 
each,  are  immediately  wanted  for  this  Service  to  whom  we  are 
directed  to  mention.  That  Thirty  Shillings  per  Day  will  be  ^ven, 
from  the  Day^they  leave  their  respective  Homes,  until  they  return  to 
Ihe  same,  while  in  Service,  allowing  a  reasonable  Time  for  coming 
and  going.; 

We  therefore  request  you  will  immediately,  on  Receipt  of  this 
exert  yourself  in  your  Township  and  Neighbourhood,  and  by  every 
means  in  your  Power,  procure  as  many  Waggons  as  can  possibly  be 
had,  to  ^0  on  this  necessary  Service. 

We  hope  the  Inhabitants  will  turn  out  in  this  Service  with  Chear- 
fulness,  tho'  we  are  sensible^of  the  Inconveniences  it  will  be  to  many 
at  this  Season,  when  their  Farms  require  their  immediate  Attention ; 
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but  Waggons  must  be  bad,  and  tbat  witbont  Delajj  and  if  tbey  can- 
not be  bad  by  Persuasion,  Compnision  will  be  nsed;  and  Parlies  of 
armed  men  will  be  detached  to  the  different  Parts  to  impress  them. 

We  oonjnre  yon  to  nse  no  Delay,  and  beg  yon  will  giye  a  Oertifi- 
eafto  to  saok  Waggonen  as  yon  eBgage,  desiring  them  to  carry  down 
their  Prorender.  Of  such  Persons  as  refuse  going,  yon  are  lo  take 
aa'Acoonnt  of  their  Names,  and  send  the  same  to  ns  with  the  great- 
est Expedition.  The  Board  of  War  has  been  pleased  to  mention 
that  a  proper  Compensation  will  be  allowed  to  you  for  yoor  Services 
Ml  this  Occasion. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  famish  ns  with  an  aoconnt  of  the  Waggons 
yon  engage  at  our  Request  for  this  Service,  with  the  names  of  the 
Owners  of  the  Teams,  and  the  Time  of  their  leaving  Homci  to  pro- 
ceed on  their  Journey. 

We  rely  greatly  on  yonr  Assiduity  and  Attachment  to  the  virtuoos 
Cause  we  are  engaged  in,  and  are. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obed.  bumb.  Servts. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

W.  A.,  Ch'n. 
Directed, 

To  A.  B.  &  C.  D.,  of  Township 


Ofeioxs  for  appointmbnt,  1777. 

(Say  a  Brig",  T.  M.) 

Gonventioni    1st  Lieut.    Douglass  Spenoe. 
Battery,    Putnam,         2d  Lieut.     Oeorge  Myers. 
Becommended  to  Ihe  Hble  Oouncill  fDr  the  above  appointments. 
By  order  of  the  board. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  ChMrman.* 
State  Navy  board,  9  April,  1777. 

Agreed  to-^Paymaster  of  the  Penna.  Fleet  to  be  allowed  Captain's 
Pay. 

(Commisnons  dated  9th  April,  .1776.) 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  vol.  xi.,  p.  202. 
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Resolution  of  Conqrbss,  1777* 

In  Cougress,  Aprfl  10, 1777. 

Resolved,  That  a  camp  be  immediately  formed  on  the  westem 
Bide  of  Delaware,  to  which  tlie  eontinetitai  troops  now  in  Pbiladel* 
phia  and  on  their  march  from  the  southward  and  westwazd  shali'  be 
Ordered  to  repair  with  all  expedition. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  ezeoitiTe  coandl  of  the 
^mmonwealth  of  Pensylvania,  to  pnt  not  less  than  three  thonsaad 
of  the  militia  of  that  state  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  camp  before 
mentioned  on  the  shortest  notice. 

That  proper  officers  be  immediately  dispatched  to  enqnire  into 
the  number  and  condition  of  the  troops  at  Annapolis,  and  between 
that  city  k  Philadelphia,  and  to  hsflten  the  march  of  saoh  as  are  fit 
for  service. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes.  • 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  John  Bull  to  Pbes.  Whakton,  1777. 

Gen', 

By  Major  Farmer  I  Received  your  order  of.  Testerday,  and  will 
Endeavour  to  famish  Coll.  Proctor  with  forty  men  when  he  may 
Call  for  them.  At  the  same  time  think  I  should  be  wanting  in 
Duty  if  I  Did  not  Inform  your  Honour  what  I  Conceive  will  Be  the 
Consequence,  of  which  I  am  well  assured  you  must  in  a  Great  Mea- 
sure be  unacquainted.  The  Present  state  or  situation  of  your  Pen- 
sylvania  Rieg^  is  Singular ;  they  are  not  officer'd,  neither  are  those 
officers  arrang'd,  nor  Can  that  be  Done  until  the  officers  are  ap- 

g)inted ;  and  a  Great  number  of  the  Privates  are  Prisoners  upon 
arole  (a  Circumstance  Perhaps  New) ;  these  men  think  they  ought 
to  Be  Exempt  from  Duty  until  Relieved,  &c.,  and  was  I  to  send 
them  they  would  Look  upon  themselves  Still  more  Separated  from 
y*  Rieg* ;  there  are  Likewise  a  Number  of  new  Recruits,  who  hav<Q 
been  Enlisted  by  Officers  who  have  since  Left  the  Riegt,  some  in 
Continental  Service  and  others  Resigned — those  Recruits  think 
themselves  agriev'd  by  being  Draught^  from  those  Gentlemen  who 
Enlisted  them  and  Put  under  Strangers.  And  a  General  Jealousy 
Did  Prevail  among  y°  Whole,  which  was  that  they  Should  Be  Kept 
here  at  Work  for  a  Time  until  the  works  were  Nearly  Compleat, 
and  then  Sent  Elsewhere,  and  Relieved  by  Troops  who  have  not 
Laboured  for  their  own  Defence.    These  Difficulties^  &c,,  (which 
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would  Dot  subsiBt  in  Reigts.  in  Oommon)  I  have  been  Endeayonring 
to  obviatOi  and  had  hof^  of  soon  hayins  those  from  Gamp  and  the 
whole  together,  the  officers  appointed,  the  Arrangement  made,  and 
of  Coarse  being  in  a  more  Regular  State.  The  Consequences  in 
taking  them  a  Small  Distance  or  for  a  short  timoi  may  be  the  same 
to  their  Disorderly  Reasoning,  and  (with  Submission)  I  think  would 
If  Possible  be  Best  avoided.  If  the  Honourable  Bord  upon  Consid- 
ering the  fkets  which  I  have  Endeavoured  strictly  to  state,  should 
be  of  the  same  oppinxon,  they  will  Counter  Order  thMr  seperatioUi 
which  will  be  a  means  of  Keeping  alive  the  Little  Harmony  \  am 
BBdeavouring  to  Cultivate,  and  Give  Springs  to  our  Great  under- 
taking in  Carrying  on  y*  works. 
I  am,  Gent", 

with  Due  Submision  to  your  Comanda, 

Your  Veny  Hu'bl  Servt, 
JNO.  BULL. 

P.  S.— there  are  but  about  fifty  Jersey  Malitia  at  this  Place,  a 
GireomBtanoe,  Perhaps,  which  you  were  not  Informed  of. 

Billingsport,  April  y  11th,  1777. 

JHrected, 

To  the  Hon*  Pennsylvania  Board  of  War. 


SUPRBHB  EXECUTIYE  COUNCIL  TO   GkKL.  PoTTBR,  1777* 

Philadelphia,  April  13, 1777. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  commands  me  to  acquaint  you  thtt 
the  intelligence  which  has  been  received  leaves  little  room  to  doubt 
of  the  enem/s  intention  of  making  an  attempt  to  ffain  possession 
of  Philadelphia.  As  you  are  appointed  by  the  President  &  Council 
one  of  the  Brigadier  Generals  of  the  Militia,  and  as  Genl.  Cadwal- 
lader  is  not  here,  &  Gdnl.  Meredith  is  unwell,  your  services  in  that 
important  office  is  become  immediately  necessary  here,  General 
Armstrong  alone  being  on  the  Spot  to  act  at  this  important  juncture. 
There  are  several  Frigates  now  within  our  Bay,  ana  the  enemy  are 
expected  to  be  in  motion  by  land  within  a  very  few  days.  You  ara 
therefore  requested  to  be  in  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient^  humble  Ser^i 

T.  M.,  Seer. 
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CoIk  J6h*  Boll  to  Pebsident  WflAJiTOir,  1777. 

ffir: 

t  was  this  Day  favoured  with  your  Inteligenoo  of  j*  dth  bj  OoU 
itattlabk.  Bespeoting  the  motions  of  the  Bnemy,  ^ad  shall  !^y  Im* 
mediate  iittention  to  your  Ez'ency^s  orders  ia  Arming  the  men. 
Which,  While  in  G-arrison  at  Billingsport^  wUl  only  be  under  mj 
Oomand. 

lit  liaswer  to  the  Colls.  Verry  Proper  Question  in  asking  what  t 
think  of  the  Enemy  Marching  through  Allentown,  GroswiZj  Mount 
Holly,  Haddenfield;  &c.,  to  attack  our  tori,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
say,  But,  Sir,  I  think  I  should  be  much  Happier  had  I  tne  Oomand 
of  the  men  Now  here  when  out  of  the  fort,  as  well  as  while  in ;  I 
should  then  b^  able  to  Do  mote,  jmd  I  think  could  with  one  Brigade 
Prevent  them.  But,  Sir,  when  I  am  out  of  the  Fortification  my 
Command  is  at  an  End ;  I  have  by  my  Present  Comision  Neither 
Gont^  Or  ProvxDtial  Coinand  out  of  those  Lines. 

Should  it  be  thought  advisable  upon  the  approach  of  the  Bnomy 
to  Send  any  of  the  Country  Malitea  from  our  State,  had  I  it  in  my 
Power  to  Comand  the  Proper  Pakses,  Should  give  the  Enemy  much 
Trouble  before  they  Performed  the  Bout  above  mentioa'd;  Mr 
works  are  going  on  with  as  much  Dispatch' as  Possible/ with  our 
small  number,  but  one  Company  of  Jersey  maliiia  are  with  us; 
many  would  Bather  Come  than  go  to  Camp  was  they  order'd.  I 
Submit  to  your  Ez'ency  the  Laying  this  Before  Council,  but  should 
be  glad  they  were  acquainted  with  my  strength  and  situation. 
I  have  the  Honour j  with  Due  Bespect  to  be 

Your  Exelency's  Ob'd*  Hub*  ServS 

JNO.  BULL. 
.    Billingsport,  April  ISth,  1777. 
liirected, 

His  Exelencyi  lliomas  Wharton^  Preside  &  Coniander  in  Chief  of 
Pensylvania. 


BoAED  OF  War  to  Board  op  War  op  Pknna,  1777. 

War  Office,  April  14%  1777. 

Sehlilemen, 

The  Board  of  War  have  considered  your  Letter  on  the  subject  of 
Prisoners  of  War  in  this  City,  &  are  of  Opinion  the  Continental 
Prisoners  of  War  should  be  immediately  removed  to  Lancasteri 
Oeperftl  0AvtfleT  will  furnish  a  guard  if  a  Militia  Escort  cannot  be 
had^  tho^  the  latter  will  be  more  digible  as  there  are  few  Continental 
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Troops  IB  th^  City.    Ton  Will  t>6  pleased  to  distitigiuA  between 
«iieh  M  alN  «ebfibea  to  Prieoiieirs  of  War  and  tfaose  oharged  as  Toriefl 
6r  IMtors.    Thia  Board  Have  only  the  Direction  of  the  former  and 
deaird  your  aa^istaboe  In  getliiig  them  convey^  a#ay. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  he 

Tour  very  obed  Ser?*, 

BICHARD  PfiTEBS^  Seoy. 
DireeUdf 
Hoh*  Pennsyt^  Board  of  War,  A  War  Office. 


TH^  RBkONSTRANOB  Ot  THB  OotTNCIL  &  GbKERA;.  A8SBMBLt 

o»  Pennslyvania  to  CoNaRESS,  1777. 

To  the  Honourable  Gongreaa  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
In  the  moat  respectful  manner  sheweth,— 

That  the  Gouneil  ft  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  have  received  in- 
telligenoe  which  strikes  them  with  surprize  &  Grief.  They  nnder- 
fttaftd,  that  the  Oontinental  Army  is  upon  the  point  of  withdrawing 
from'  the  nerigbbourhood  of  the  C^ty  of  Phila,  &  to  leave  a  great  part 
of  this  State  k  New  Jersey,  open  to  the  incursions  of  a  cruel  Enemy. 
Against  thiff  treasure  they  remonstrate  in  the  most  strenuous  man- 
ner, as  big  with  evils  of  the  most  horrid  nature,  if  not  with  Buin ; 
for  the  reasons  which  follow. 

They  forsee  from  hence  the  full  supply  of  the  Bnemy  with  provi- 
Bions,  and  the  consequent  distress  of  our  Army  or  a  famine  among 
the  idhabitants. 

They  most  painfully  contemplate  scenes  of  plunder,  devastation  & 
cruelty  on  th^  people  within  the  Enemy's  reach,  Sa  the  compleat  ruin 
df  those  who  have  exerted  themselves  in  their  Country's  cause. 

They  deduce  from  these  consequences,  the  loss  of  reputation  io 
fmt  cause,  the  irapratioabili^  of  recruiting  the  Battalion  df  this 
State,  of  raising  taxes  in  the  »r  greater  part,  if  in  any  of  it,  so  neoes- 
inry  in  our  opinioB  &  so  strongly  reeoi^aended  by  Congress;  and  the 
titter  debility  of  government  to  every  purpose  military  &  civil ;  thd 
final  and  total  discredit  of  Continental  money ;  and  every  other  mis* 
chief  that  invasion,  ft  want  of  provision,  Sa  want  of  protection  can 
introduee;  such  as  desertion  from  our  cause,  and  subihisMon  to  the 
Sftemy. 

They  think  it  very  probable,  that  bv  their  laying  open  the  country, 
the  eiiMBy  will  be  enabled  to  levy  soldiers  in  great  numbers  of  their 
numerous  adherents  among  us,  &  from  the  dfects  of  force,  flMnr^  & 
distress,  of  the  friends  of  the  American  cause.  *^ 

They  cannot  but  suggest  this  fear  that  the  Continental  Army  can- 
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toned  abonfr  the  Goantrv,  will  be  weakened  bj  the  abseaoe  of  offioer^ 
&  that  privates  will  be  let  go  on  farlowsi  from  which  many  will  noi 
return ;  and  that  moreover  when  thus  weakened  in  an  extended  die*- 
tribution  they  will  be  extremely  liable  to  be  out  off  by  the  Enemji 
who  will  remain  in  a  body  in  the  City ;  unless  indeed  the  Continental 
Army  should  take  their  quarters  very  remote  from  danger^  &  leave 
the  Country  wholly  uncovered. 

Besides  were  it  possible  to  draw  out  Corps  of  Militia,  adequate  to 
the  service,  they  would  prevent  all  recruiting.  But  when  it  is  con* 
sidered  that  Pennsylvania  is  now  exerting  itself  to  the  utmost,  in  every 
direction,  and  that  vast  supplies  of  all  kinds  for  the  army  have  been 
drawn  and  are  daily  drawing  from  it,  that  our  Tradesmen  are  en- 
gaged in  the  pubiick  service  in  their  several  callings,  that  our  Far- 
mers are  called  upon  for  immense  supplies  of  grain,  &c.,  which  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  find  labourers  sufficient  to  thresh  out,  that  oof 
Militia  which  consist  of  those  Farmers  and  Tradesmen,  called  by 
Congress  and  by  ^he  General,  have  been  long  in  the  Field,  and  that 
at  the  same  time  continual  and  the  most  pressing  application  is 
made,  by  the  direction  of  almost  every  department  of  the  Army,  for 
exemptions  from  Military  duty  for  our  Tradesmen,  who,  it  is  said  are 
extremely  wanted,  this  will  be  found  impracticable  its  they  cannot  act 
in  both  capacities  at  the  same  time. 

Inattentive  observers,  are  representing  this  State  as  not  doing  its 
proportion  of  service  in  the  common  cause,  Congress  will  see  our 
real  situation. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State,  sincerely  disposed  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  raise  the  supplies  required  by  Congress  for  the 
support  of  the  War,  are  taking  the  most  effectual  measures  for  this 

furpose.  But  they  would  be  greatly  wanting  in  their  duty  to  the 
Fnited  States  in  general  and  to  the  people  whom  they  represent  in 
Pennsylvania,  if  they  neglected  to  inform  Congress  that  there  can-» 
not  remain  a  hope  of  effecting  this  necessary  measure  if  the  State 
phall  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Enemy  during  the  winter* 
Confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  paternal  care  of  Congress  we  lay  out 
fijpprehensions  before  you,  earnestly  entreating  an  immediate  atten- 
tion to  our  distressed  situation,  and  that  you  will  afford  us  such  pro« 
tection  as  to  save  us  from  the  impending  destruction. 

The  Council  and  G-eneral,jdissembly  are  sensible  of  the  hardships 
of  a  Winter  campaign  and  are  willing  to  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  make  them  tolerable,  and  the^  beg .  leave  to  observe  thai 
the  great  number  of  families  which  have  fled  from  the  city  have  filled 
the  several  towns  so  full  as  to  render  it  imposmble  for  any  conside- 
rable number  of  Soldiers  to  be  quartered  in  them.  This  they  con- 
ceive will  make  it  indispensibly  necessary  for  them  to  hire,  which 
may  be  effected  in  such  places  as  will  keep  the  army  together,  and  at 
the  same  time  cover  the  country. 
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Hon.  Jno«  MoEinlt  to  Pris.  Whartok,  1777. 

WUmington,  14th  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

On  the  22d  ITlty  I  enclosed  loyour  Exoellenoy  a  blank  obligation 
to  be  filled  up  and  anbecribed  by  thoee  Persons  belonging  to  this 
State  who  were  confined  to  the  Goal  in  your  City,  &  such  Snretietf 
as  yon  should  think  sufficient  to  answer  the  penalty  thereof,  if  the 
same  has  been  accordingly  ezeouted  I  request  that  you  would  send  it 
to  me  by  the  Bearer  M".  James  Adams,  &  thereby  oblige, 
.  Sir, 

Y'  very  hum  Serrt, 

JNO.  MoKINLY. 
Direetedy 

To  His  Exellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  &  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylrania. 
^  Mr.  James  Adams, 


BbBOLUTZONB  of  CONGBBSd,  1777. 

la  Congress,  April  14, 1777. 
BasDlred, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Powers  of  each  of  the 
United  States  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  all  Officers  on  the  re- 
emiting  service  within  them  respectively;  to  remove  all  such  as 
belong  to  the  Battalions  of  their  respective  quotas,  who  have  neg- 
leeted  their  duty  or  abused  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  shall  be 
foond  within  their  respective  Jurisdiction,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
wfaien  may  happen  by  such  removals ;  to  transmit  to  Congress  all 
sttoh  testimony  as  shall  be  taken  against  any  Officer  or  Officers,  who 
may  have  marched  or  removed  from  the  State  to  whose  Battalions 
he  or  they  belong ;  and  against  any  Officer  or  Officers  belonging  to 
the  quota  of  another  State,  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  neglect  or 
misbehavior  in  the  State  where  the  inquiry  shall  be  made. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Executive  Powers  to  procure 
exaet  returns  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  each  State  and  transmit 
the  same  to  Congress  without  delay,  and  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  bf 
the  Continental  Army  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  strictest  regard 
to  the  orders  of  the  Executive  Powers  of  the  several  States  toucning 
the  aforesaid  premises. 

That  the  Executive  Power  of  each  State  be  authorised  and  im- 
powered  to  order  such  Officers  as  they  shall  judge  proper  from  the 
respective  Battalions  and  Companies  of  their  respective  quotas,  to 
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remaia  within  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  inlisting  and 
collecting  tbe  recruita  yfh\eh,  maj  be  fdrpishect  pnder  the  above 
recommended  regulations,  and  to  oonyey  the  same  to  the  Battalions 
and  Oopipanies  to  which  thqy  eh^  belong,  snob  Officers  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  such  Exeoutive  Powers  respecdvely. 


In  OongresSy  April  14, 1777. 

Whereas  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  threatened  with  an  imme- 
diate invasion ;  and,  from  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  Authorities  of  the  Gotnmonwealth,  it  is  impracticable  to 
carry  iiito  immediate  execution  many  measures  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, not  only  to  the  safety  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  lilcewise 
to  the  ffeneral  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

'  Besolved,  That  it  is  the  indispensible  duty  9I  Congreps  to  w^tcl^ 
over  all  matters,  (the  neglect  of  which,  mav,  in  its  consequences, 
deeply  a£Fect  the  welfare  of  the  United  States;  till  such  time  as  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Authorities  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  can  resume  the  regular  exercise  of  their  different 
functions. 

Besolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive  Council  of  the  Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested 
forthin^h  to  convene  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Authorities  of 
this  State,  in  order  that  proper  measures  may  be  pursued  for  th« 
defend  of  the  same. 

Besolved,  That  ^  Committee  of  throe  be  appouited^  oovfef  with 
the  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeoutiye  Coqncil,  with  sueh  otbw 
Members  of  the  said  Qooneil  as  c^n  be  eonvenect  with  the  Board  of 
War  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  with  the  Delegates  of  th* 
said  State,  in  Caogress,  concerning  the  mode  of  authority  whioh  ibcor 
shsJl  conceive  most  eligibie  to  be  exercised  during  the  reo^ip  of  tbib 
House  of  AssiBmbly,  and  the  Council,  in  erd^r  that  if  the  sane  be 
approved  by  Co^gres^  may  be  immediately  a4opjbed. 

The  mevibeni  chosen^  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  B.  H, 
Lse. 

Extract  from  the  minntes, 

CHABLES  THOMSON,  Semta^. 

^  Bee  Appeadix,  p.  29l 
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la  OongmfSy  ApiH  15. 

The  €oiBiiiUtoe  appmnted  by  Congress  on  the  14th  day  of  April^ 
to  confer  with  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
iive  Council  of  the  .ComiAOt^-WMltibi  pf  Pennsylvania,  the  Board  of 
War  of  said  State,  and  the  Delegates  representing  the  same  in  Con- 
ffre^s,  ooneerp;ng  the  authority  which  should  be  deemed  eligible  to 
be  exercised  during  the  recess  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  report 

That  a  Conference  agreeable  to  the.  order  of  Congress^  has  been 
held,  when  the  following  Gentlemen  were  present : 

His  Excellency  Thomas  WhartoD|  jnn.  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Board  of  War.  Owen  Biddle,  ^^'i  Chairman,  Joseph  Dean, 
Bichard  Bache,  John  Shee. 

Delegates  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congi^dss.  Robert 
Morris,  James  Wilson,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Clymer,  Esquires. 

Committee  of  Congress.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Bichard  ^• 
Lee,  Mr.  Duer. 

That  it  appeass  cleadj  to  the  Members  in  conference,  that  the 
Sxecntive  Authority  of  the  Comnon-Wealth  of  Pennsylvank  is 
isoapable  el  any  exertion,  adequate  io  the  present  orisis,  an<i  that  it 
ia  of  the  greatest  impertanoe,  that  every  power  ehenld  be  called 
fisrth  ntQ  aetioB,  whieb  may  conduce  to  the  safety  of  this  State, 
nilh  whieh  the  fibertiea  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  are  so  intimately 
ooainected.  Vnm  this  oontideration,  and  at  the  pavtipular  instance 
attdnqnest  of  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Bxeoutive  Council  and 
Beacd  of  War  of  the  State  (tf  Pennsylvania,  they  beg  leave  to  re* 
oommend  the  followioff  leselntioQs  to  be  adopted  by  Congress. 

BMfliared,  That  the  Piesident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
of  the  Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with  as  many 
Members  of  said  Council  as  can  be  convened,  the  Qoard  of  War, 
and  (in  such  oases  as  relate  to  the  marine)  the  Kavy  Board  of  said 
State  should,  in  the  present  critical  exigency  of  affairs,  exercise 
BYerj  i^uthmty  to  pjromote  the  safety  of  the  State,  till  such  time  as 
the  Legislative  and  Executive  Authorities  of  the  Common-Wealth  of 
Pennsylvania  can  be  convened. 

\  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  bv 
Congress,  to  the  sood  people  of  Pennsylvania,  chearfnlly  to  submit 
to  the  exertion  of  an  authority  which  is  indispensably  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  themselves, 
their  families,  and  posterity. 

Reeolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  Forces 
in  this  city,  afford  every  possible  assistance  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion all  such  measures  as  may  be  recommended  to  him  by  the  autho- 
rity above-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  chearfuUy  co-operate  with  the 
authority  above-mentioned,  in  facilitating  every  measure  which  may 
be  deemed  oondooive  to  the  safety  of  the  State. 
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CongTMB  takiog  into  eonsideration  the  foregoini;  report, 
Beeolved,  That  the  same  be  ooneuized  iii|  and  £at  the  xewdutioiui 
propoBod  be  agreed  to. 

Extract  firom  the  Minatee, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Beoietaiy. 


Call  of  thb  Couhcil,  1777. 

Sir, 

Bj  the  encloeed  resolutioM  you  will  perouTe  the  MiitiiiieDts  of 
Gongreie  with  respect  to  the  neeeeaity  of  as  many  members  of  the 
Gounoil  being  together  as  can  be  eeiiTened.  Yet,  pressing  as  tlie 
times  are,  I  am  of  opinion  it  is  impraotible  to  call  the  Ooandl  so  an 
to  have  a  quonun  mnch  esrlier  than  the  time  to  which  it  stands 
adjonmed,  on  account  of  the  great  distance  at  which  scfcial  of  the 
members  dwell,  and  have  condnded  not  to  issue  ordeis  for  it  Your 
advice  and  assistance  in  this  time  of  difficulty  will  be  of  siim;«kr  use, 
and  therefore,  as  well  as  in  conformity  with  the  sai^  leeolntioas  fji 
CoDgress,  I  request  you  will  give  your  attendanceas  soon  as  you 
can  by  any  means  make  it  convenient  so  to  do  before  the  time  to 
which  you  stand  adjourned. 

I  have  die  honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  h'mble  servant. 

PhUadelphU,  April  15, 1777. 
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Blias  BouDiNOT  TO  Peksidictt  Wharton,  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

.  Being  honor'd  with  the  appointment  of  Commiseary  Oenwal  of 
Prisoners  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  it  is  ahso* 
lately  neoessaiy  that  I  should  be  immediately  provided  with  an 
ace*  of  all  the  Expenoes  and  disbarsments  of  the  different  States  in 
favor  of  the  several  Prisoners  taken  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
in  order  that  the  accounts  may  be  ready  for  settlements  with  General 
I^owe,  whenever  we  shall  be  called  on  for  that  purpose.  I  am  there- 
fore Instructed  by  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  to  beg  tho 
fftvor  of  your  Excellency,  to  order  all  accounts  of  Ezpences  and 
disbursements  (na  well  those  that  have  already  been  paid  as  thoso 
which  are  yet  due)  made  by  your  State,  in  favor  of  such  Prisoners, 
to  be  immediately  transmitted  to  mo  at  Head  Quarters,  with  the 
several  proper  authenticated  Vouchers  for  the  same.  I  must  also 
beg  a  return  of  such  Prisoners  as  are  at  present  in  your  State,  with 
the  particular  places  where  confined,  their  rank,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  your  Exoely's. 

most  Ob'  H'ble  Srvt., 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT. 
Morris  Town,  Aprill  17%  1777. 
On  the  publick  Service :— (Rec'd  24  April) 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,' President  of  the 
Chmimonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


COMMITTEB  OF  WESTMORELAND   Co.  TO  COL,  SfOMAN,  1777. 

Hanna's  Town,  April  18th,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  received  yoor's,  dated  the  12th  inst.,  informing  us  of  the 
incursions  made  by  the  Indians  on  our  Neighbouring  Frontiers, 
which  we  return  you  our  most  hearty  thanks.  Any  person  appointed 
for  victualling  at  the  Eattanning  is  an  appointment  that's  not  clear 
to  us— but  we  apprehend  Devereux  Smith,  Esq',  is  appointed  for 
Vol.  v.— 14 
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that  Post,  which  appointment  we  approve  of^  &  would  be  glad  Bome 
method  eould  be  introdaeed  to  farnieh  Mr.  Smith  with  money  for 
the  purpose  of  victualling  the  Troops  at  that  Post,  &c. 

The  Delawares  applying  to  you  for  Powder  &  Lead,  &c.,  we  refer 
that  to  your  wisdom,  &  will  acquiesce  with  you  in  every  measure 
that  can  be  taken  to  preserve  the  peace  with  any  Tribe  or  Nations 
of  Indians,  on  whose  friendship  we  can  depend ;  and  we  are  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  adviseable  to  supply  them  with  ammunition, 
&o.y  providing  that  confidenoe  &  trust  could  be  depended  in  them, 
which  we  look  upon  you  the  only  person  to  judge  in  that  matter,  & 
we  repose  confidence  in  your  wisdom  &  abilities  in  Indian  Affairs, 
we  shall  therefore  readily  concur  with  you  in  every  measure  that  you 
may  recommend  for  the  safety  &  defence  of  this  Infant  Country. 
We  are  with  respect. 

Your  hum*  8erv*% 

8AML.  SLOAN,  Cha-. 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  Clk. 
Signed  by  order  of  Committee  ) 
of  Westmoreland  County,     j 

Directed. 
To  Col.  Oeorge  Morgan,  agent  for  Indian  Affairs,  Pittsburgh. 
<*Laid  before  the  ConncU  June  18, 1777/' 


COMMITTBB  TO   BOARD  OF  WaR,   1777. 

In  Committee  :— 

A  motion  being  made  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  an 
Embargo  to  be  lard  on  all  the  Shipping  in  our  Harbour,  &  seconded, 
The  Committee  Voted  Unanimously  that  an  Embargo  is  necessary, 
and  Befer  the  same  to  y  Hon^^  Board  of  War. 

*     .,  no  .^^^  <^E0-  GOODWUf. 

AprUlS,  1777. 

Directed, 
To  Owen  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Chairman  Board  of  War. 
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Col.  Morgan  ComiOB  to  Boabd  of  War,  1777* 

Head  Qnarters,  Morristown, 
19th  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

Lieut.  Robb  of  tbe  Pennsylvania  State  Reg^,  who  will  deliver  you 
this,  is  charged  with*  a  certain  Thomas  W.  Collins,  (a  State  prisoner) 
taken  np  some  time  aso,  and  confined  here  on  suspicion  of  being  one 
of  the  late  James  MoTesworth's  accomplishes. 

I  inclose  yon  a  paper  sent  by  the  abovef  Collins  to  His  Excellency 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  by  way  of  justification.     It  may  be  of 
service  to  compare  with  his  future  examination.    L*  Robb  is  ordered 
to  Deliver  him  to  your  Board. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  Your  most  obed*, 
humble  Serv*, 

MORG'N  CONNOR,  Ad.  Gen.  P.  T, 

On  public  Service. 
JDirected^ 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  Boud  of  War,  of  Am 
State  of  Pennsylv^  Philadelp*. 


Nicholas  Way  to  Owbk  Bibdlb,  1777. 

To  Owen  Biddle  Esq^ 
Respected  Sir, 

In  obedience  to  y'  request  this  wiU  acquaint  you  of  some  Wert 
India  news  which  1  have  picked  up  from  a  very  honest  captain  be- 
longing to  this  place,  just  arriv'd  in  as  short  a  passage  from  Statia, 
he  paraed  t)ie  men  of  war  ft  made  a  snog  harbour  of  Morris  river,  be 
informs  that  two  large  frigates  the  Perseus  ft  Pearl  with  the  Roe- 
buck lay  off  the  mouth  of  Morrisa  river  in  Cape  Hay  channel,  he  heard 
that  some  others  were  higher  np  the  Bay  at  a  place  oal)ed  dka  Ntorews 
jprobably  so  many  men  of  war  miffht  have  happened  on  this  station  bjf 
aooident,  as  the  Roebuck,  Pearly  Perseus  are  just  returned  from  An- ' 
tifpM  where  they  have  been  to  refit;  Oapt  Bennet  says  theysailed 
abottt  the  same  time  he  did,  perhaps  with  an  expeetatiod  thai  Philad* 
maa  in  possession  of  the  Zfbtcwf ,  a  pievalling  opinian  amongirt  the 
terffied  part  of  the  ereolea;  their  Aipa  are  ssid  to  be  very  thinly 

*  See  page  281. 
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manned  as  many  of  them  died  in  Antigaa  of  a  maliffnant  ferer,  the 
Gapt.  of  ihb  Pioarr  beifig'OBe  of  Ike  nnn^ber,  Severn  privaieei^  are 
fitted  at  Martinico  eheifl j  manned  with  Frenchmen,  Capt,  Mnnro  late 
of  Nawoaatle  wha  oommaifdfl  one  a  sloop  of  ten  gnns  &  Sixty  men, 
fifty  of  them  monslenrs  &  counts  &  marquisses,  had  a  very  severe 
engagement  with  an  armed  Brigg  from  Whitehaven  to  Antigna,  al ' 
length  Capt.  Munro  boarded  her  with  great  spirit ;  one  of  the  Brim 
oi*ew  at  the  time  of  boarding  aim'd  a  stroke  intended  to  chop  of  ue 
head  of  the  sloops  mate,  but  luckily  it  only  docked  him  of  his  club 
&  made  a  slight  wound  in  his  neck,  by  the  bye  if  Absolamsfata  is 
an  instance  of  the  disadvantage,  this  may  prove  the  benefit  of  long 
hair,  the  Brigg  being  compelled  to  strike  was  carried  into  Martinioo. 
The  Privateer  Rattlesnake  has  taken  several  prizes,  among  others  a 
Guinea  ship  with  500  slaves,  this  Rattlesnake  is  such  a  noted  mnoer 
that  she  is  said  to  be  a  terror  to  the  English  Islands. 

The  5th  Inst.,  ten  sail  of  transports  containing  report  said  1000 
troops  which  were  ;,blown  off  our  coast  last  fall  appear'd  in  sight  of 
Statia,  on  their  way  from  Antigna  to  New  Tork  with  a  schooner 
loaded  with  rum  convoy'd  by- the  Mermaid  Frigate.  In  a  few  days 
I  de^gn'to  visit'the  ground  between  Christiana  &the  Head  of  EUce,. 
in  oomp^  with  my  ingenious  friend,  I  hope  to  give  you  some  acc't  of 
the  probability  of  this  usefull  scheme  next  time  I  may  fabve  tbe ' 
plsMitre  to  see  yon  at  Pkibda. 

In  the  meantime  believe 

me  to  be  with  the  greatest 

respect  T'  F^ 

NICE.  WAY. 

Wilmingtoni  April  25th,.  1777. 
Direcied. 

To  Owen  Biddle  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Joflur  Hamptoh  TO  Mr«  Stootton,  ITTT* 

BHiabedi  Town>  April  20fb,  1777.    ; 
'  Mp**  49toekttoi 
Sk,. 

t  Ifot  tbe  least  dombting  yoa  would  be  wxUing  to  have  an  exMiaagt  ^ 
of  jour  present  Sitaatioi^  I  iake  this  Opportanity  to  inlsiwyov,  llM 
i£  joa  know  of  any  friend  that  will  make  IntersBt  to  have  yw' 
-"^n  npp  te  Oapfcaift  Nathaniel  Fits  Bandriph,  now  a  Priioaer  liii 

^w  York;  I  have  not  the  least  Doubt  but  I  can  midke  Inteiest  with 


^ 
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General  Washington  to  haye  the  ezphange  immediately  agreed  to  on 
his  part,  and  very  soon  brought  to  an  issue. 
Your  answer  bj  the  Bearer, 

will  oblige  joxu%  Jbe. 

JOHN  HAMPTON. 
JHrtctedf 
To  Mr.  Biohard  Stockton,  now  a  Prisoner  in  Philadelphia. 


Rbsolutions  of  Committbb  of  Saf;btt,  1777. 

Ai>r»l  21, 17T7- 
In  Committee, 

Voted  thaty*  Committee  appointed  for  Bucks,  Pbilad*  &  Chester 
bounty's  be  required  immediately  to  take  an  Inventory  of  0jl  th^ 
Flour,  Wheat,  Kye,  &  Indian  Corn,  Oats,  Beef,  Pork,  Horses^  Neat 
Cattle,  Sheep,  Hogs  &o.,  also  Wagons,  Carts  &c.,  with  every  other 
article  enumerated  in  the  instructions  of  the  Hon'U  Board  of  War, 
k  make  a  speedy  retufn  thereof  to  this  Committee. 

That  the  Gentleman  appointed  .by  the  Hon'bl  Board  of  War  in 
each  County  keeps. Copy's  of  the  said  returns  &  shall  have  it  in  charge 
And  are  hereby  impowered  by  the  authority  delegated  to  us  that  on 
any  sudden  alarm,  or  any  order  from  the  Hon^bl  Board  of  War  or  this 
Committee,  that  they  make  application  to  any  officer  of  the  standing 
Army  of  the  United  States,  or  Commander  of  the  Militia  nearest 
at  band  to  fiirnish  them  with  a  party  of  Men  to  remove  off  the  afore- 
said Live  Stock,  Wagons,  Carts,  w^  every  article  that  might  be  use- 
full  to  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  Ccaamlttii 

lndoned.—"A  motion  of  the  Committee  of  '50.'' 
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A  List  of  Offiobrs  of  thb  Pjsknsylyania  Sxatb  Regi- 
MSNT  OF  Foot,  Who  want  Commissions. 


Pen*  War  Office,  April  2lBfc,  1777. 


Captains, 

No.  1  Patrick  Anderson, 

2  James  Marshalli 

8  John  Nice, 

4  Matthew  Scott, 

5  James  Francis  Moore, 

6  John  Spear, 

7  John  Clark, 

8  Robert  Graj, 

9  John  Robb, 

10  John  Carnagan, 
First  Lieutenants, 
No.  1  Joseph  Finley, 
2  Thomas  Johnston, 
8  Jacob  Mace, 

4  Thomas  ^oyd, 

5  Joseph  Brownlee,  (deliver- 
ed himself  26  April,  1777., 

6  William  Moore, 


first  Lieutenants, 

10  James  Wilej, 
Second  Lieutenants, 
Na  1  James  M^'Michael, 

2  John  Gregg, 

3  Samuel  HenYj, 

4  Ambrose  Crane, 

5  William  Harris,   . 

6  rWm.)  M«Cr»ken, 

7  John  Vanpelt, 
ns 

i  Peter  Boyle, 

2  Robert  Gregg, 

3  James  Biokbam,  delivered 
him8elf26  April,  1777,  T.M. 

4  John  Parks, 

5  Jam£S  Dugan, 

6  Joseph  Collier, 

7  John  Vanwindcle, 

8  Patrick  Fullerton, 

9  Joseph  Gorman, 


No. 


7  George  HaflPner, 

8  Jacob  Schneider, 

9  George  Geiger, 
The  whole  Commissions  to  be  dated  April  18th,  1777. 

JACOB  S.  HOWELL,  Secretory. 

Directed^ 
^  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq. 
Jndoned, — List  of  the  offic^^rs  of  Pennsyhania  State  Regiment. 
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Continental  Navy  Board,  to  Stath  Boabb  of  War,  1777. 

Genllemen, 

We  shall  be  muoh  Obliged  to  you  to  lend  us  seventy,  two  pounds 
shott  for  the  bearer,  Gap*  Albertsonj  who  is  in  every  other  respect 
now  ready  for  Sea.  Be  assured  We  shall  take  Care  to  replaoe  them 
as  soon  as  possible.    We  remain 

T'  most  h"«  Serfs 

JOHN  NIXON. 
JOHN  WHARTON. 

Navy  Board,  April  22, 1777. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  the  Board  of  War  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Recommendations  of  Committee,  1777. 

In  Committee, 

Recommended  by  this  Committee  that  no  Shallops  or  other  River 
Craft  be  permitted  to  depart  this  Port  having  on  Board  Provisions 
or  Merchandise,  without  a  permit  sign'd  by  some  Person  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

That  the  Hon^>«  Board  of  War  be  requested  to  appoint  a  Commis- 
sary to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  '  Barrels  of 
Flour  for  the  City,  which  stock  shall  be  constantly  kept  up. 

And  that  we  think  it  necessary  that  proper  persons  be  appointed 
to  Assise  all  the  Bread  Bak'd  in  this  City  for  Sale.  And  that  a 
Person  be  appointed  to  see  the  Same  put  into  execution. 

April  23,  1777. 


Resolution  of  Congress.  1777. 

In  Congress,  April  24, 1777. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and  the  Board  of  War  of  Pensylva- 
nia,  to  call  out  three  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  the  said  State  (exclu- 
sive of  the  City  Militia,)  one  half  of  the  said  troops  to  rendezvous 
at  Chester,  on  the  Delaware,  and  the  other  half  at  Bristol;  and  to 
order  the  city  Militia  to  eauip  themselves  with  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  at  a  moments  warning  : 
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and  that  the  said  Plremdent  and  Board  of  War  take  measures  to  fiir- 
nbh  the  said  troops  with  a  proper  train  of  artillery. 

Eztraot  from  the  minntes 
GHA&  THOMSON,  Beo'iy. 


GovBRNOE  LiviNasTON  TO  P&wipraT  Whabion,  1777* 

Borden  Town,  24th  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  David  Walker  &  John  Carson,  two  Soots  belongins  to 
your  State,  part  of  a  Company  I  sent  yon  from  Haddonfield,  ont 
apprehended  in  a  different  part  of  this  State,  &  carried  to  Philadel- 
phia Binoe.  It  seems  they  were  sent  hither  from  Philadelphia  by 
mistake  with  a  number  of  Prisoners  there  confined' belonging  to  New 
Jersey.  The  company  these  prisoners  belonged  to  were  attempting 
to  go  to  New  Tork,  &  from  there,  as  they  pretend,  to  SooUand ;  & 
were  apprehended  near  Egg  Harbour.    I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Sir, 

your  most  humble  Serv't, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Directed, 

To  His  Bxoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  Philadelphia. 

Favored  by  Cap*  Vandike. 


Col.  Abm.  Labar  to  Board  of  War,  1777. 

Easton,  April  25th,  1777. 
Gent", 

I  have  sent  down  the  Bearer,  Lien*  Deighman,  with  a  Pay  Boll 
for  the  Guard  keept  at  the  Ferry  here,  and  a  Provision  Return 
drawn  up  according  to  the  Order  of  your  Board  of  the  8th  Instant, 
which  I  hope  will  be  allowed  and  the  Bearer  discharged  as  soon  as 
poB&ible*  I  have  continned  the  said  Guard  until  farther  Orden 
from  von.  I  am  now  promoted  to  the  Rank  of  Colonel  of  the  6th 
Battalion,  but  if  yon  cbuse  to  continue  the  Command  of  the  said 
Guard  to  me  I  am  willing  to  serve;  or  otherwise  to  give  it  to  an- 
other Officer  as  you  shall  see  cause* 

Some^e  i^o  by  Order  of  Coh  Irvine,  I  collected  some  Waiar 
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Craft  00  the  Jersey  side  aod  put  them  under  the  eare  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Craig,  at  Darham  Ferrj.  Mr.  Craig  lately  acquainted  me  that  a 
certain  Joseph  Dunlap  and  Christopher  Tinsman,  who  live  in  Jersey^ 
came  over  &  took  away  a  Flat  he  had  in  his  care;  and  that  a  certain 
John  Dunlap,  \irho  also  lives  on  the  Jersey  sidci  threatened  to  shoot 
said  Craig  if  he  would  offer  to  take  away  any  of  this  Crafts.  You 
can  make  enquiry  in  this  affair  and  give  such  Orders  therein  as  yoa 
shall  see  meet.     I  remain, 

Qent'n,  with  regard, 

year  most  Obed't  Serr't, 

ABR.  LABAR,  Colo. 
Honble  Board  of  War. 

Diredted, 
To  The  Honble  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia. 

Fav'd  by  Lieut.  Deighman. 


Orders  to  Libutbnants  op  Countiwb,  177T. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  inclosed  resolve  of  Congress,  ft  with  the  advice 
of  the  Board  of  Waor,  I  have  detexiaiBed  that  the  Counties  of  Phila- 
delphia, Bucks,  Cumberland  Berks,  and  Northampton,  send  their 
proportion  of  Militia  to  Bristol,  to  form  a  Camp  near  that  Burrough. 
The  Counties  of  Chester,  Lancaster  and  York,  to  form  a  Camp  at 
or  near  Chester. 

Your  county  is  to  furnish  five  hundred  men  to  be  marched  with 
as  many  arms  and  accoutrements  as  can  be  procoved  in  the  County, 
immediately  to  Bristol — ^if  the  first  class  does  not  amount  to  that 
number,  the  second  class  also  are  to  march. 

You  are  to  procure  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  a  Blanket  for  each 
man,  which  are  to  remain  the  property  of  the  State.  Money  will  be 
sent  ytn  for  this  purpoie ;  if  they  ctonot  be  purchased  they  must 
be  impressed,  and  their  valine  paid ;  this  is  to  l^  done  in  a  way  that 
will  give  the  lease  offence. 

You  are  to  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  to  comply  with  this  order 
with  all  possible  expedition,  as  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  make  au 
immediate  attack  on  this  State. 

Direcfed, 

To  the  Lieutenants'of  the  Counties  of  Philad*,  Chester,  BuckS; 
Lancaster,  York,  Northumberland,  Berks  ft  Lancaster 
April  26, 1777. 

14* 
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John  Kiekbridb  to  Pbbsident  Wharton,  1777. 

Bellevue,  Bucks  County,  }  after  8  o'CIock,  26?*  Ap^  1777. 
Sir,  ,  .         .  / 

Your  favour  of  Yesterday,  I  this  moment  had  the  Hon*'  to  reoeive 
by  Express ;  And  have  the  pleasure  to  Aoq*  your  Hon'  that  the 
Militia  of  this  County  is  now  form'd,  and  I  expect  every  Hour  to 
receive  a  Compleat  Return  from  the  Several  Battalions  of  their 
Rank,  &c.y  which  I  shall  Immediately  transmit,  for  the  purpose  of 
procur'g  Commissions. 

In  the  Intrem,  I  will  take  eve^  possible  measure  to  prepair  the 
first  Class  to  march  According  to  Order.  One  Class  amounts  to  469, 
Including  officers,  which  will  make  about  the  n"  demanded.  I  ex- 
pect, as  the  Lett  has  fallen,  to  have  a  Nom'  of  Substitutes,  to  find, 
and  Consequently  a  Considerable  sum  of  liioney  will  be  wanted. 

If  money  shouM  be  sent  me  for  the  payments  of  Blankits,  I  shou'd 
probably  want  £1000  for  Substitutes  &  other  Expeneis,  which  I 
have,  as  yet,  paid ;  and  should  be  glad  if  a  Trusty  hand  could  bring 
it  up  with  the  Other. 

I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  get  chief,  if  not  all  my  propor- 
tion of  Militia,  at  the  plaee  of  Rendevous  by  the  last  of  this  Week; 
And  the  Hon"  President  may  be  well  asur'd  that  no  possible  care 
or  Vigilance  shall,  on  my  side,  be  wanting. 

I  am  Your  Hon**  mostrespectfull 

and  Obedient  Hum^  8erv% 

JO.  KIRKBRIDB. 
Directed, 

To  The  Hona>*  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq%  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

xjy  JBixpresB. 


Jacob  Morgan  to  Prksidbnt  Whabton,  1777. 

Readings  AprU  27%  1777. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  25^  Inst.,  c^me'to  hand  Yester- 
day about  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Reading,  where  myself  &  Sub  Lieuten- 
ants were  met  to  receive  Lists  or  Returns  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Berks, 
between  the  Ages  of  18  &  53  Years.  The  Number  retum'd  is  about 
4,000.  We  immediately  proceeded  in  dividing  the  same  into  6  Dis- 
tricts, and  have  sent  out  Advertisements  for  the  Inhabitants  to  meet 
at  the  most  convenient  places  in  the' County,  on  the  5th  and  6th  of 
May  next,  to  elect  field  .Officers  &  form  themselfef^iato  Company s 
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St  Clasws  ftgroeable  to  Law.  It  would  be  impnotMable  to  forward 
the  BaeineBS  Booner,  as  the  Coonty  is  so  yery  extensive,  half  the 
iDfaabitants  would  not  haye  timely  Notioe.  As  for  my  own  part, 
your  Bxoellenoy  may  rest  well  assured  I  shall  leave  no  Stone  unturn'd 
that  tends  in  the  least  to  promote  the  good  and  Welfare  of  my  Coun- 
try, and  the  Oeneral  Gaose  of  the  Independent  States,  w<^  I  have 
really  «o  mneh  at  Heart.  M'  Read  will  be  in  Philadelphia  in  a  few 
Days,  &  will  eommanicate  to  yonr  Bxoellenoy  from  me,  what  Hopes 
there  is  of  soon  making  up  the  Quota  of  this  County  for  the  Camp 
at  Bristol 

The  oontents  of  Tour  Excellency's  Letter,  &o.,  per  Express,  shall 
be  carefully  observed,  and  all  Messages  or  orders  at  any  time  sent^ 
shall  be  Punetually  obe/d,  and  Strictly  adher'd  to. 
I  am^  with  much  respect, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Exoellenoy's  most  Obed*  hbl.  Servan,, 
JACOB  MORGAN. 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun%  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Coundl  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 
(ReciM  29th  April,  1777.  T.  M. 


James  Rbab  to  Secrbtart  Matlaok,  1777. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  Evening  I  received  the  Commission  ef  the  Peace  for 
this  County,  with  a  Dedimus ;  and  immediatoly  pursued  measorea 
for  having  a  Meeting  to-morrow  of  the  Gentlemen  appointed  Justices. 
I  should  have  set  out  this  Day  for  Philadelphia,  had  I  not  thought 
it  necessary  for  the  Servioe  of  the  Country  to  get  them  qualified 
without  Dehiy. 

I  also  received  a  Commission  constituting  me  Prothonotary.  I  am 
obliged  to  the  Honourable  The  Council  for  this  Mark  of  their  Re- 
spect :  I  shall  in  a  Day  or  two  do  myself  the  Honour  to  wait  upon 
His  Excellency  the  President  and  assure  him  of  my  mteful  Sense 
of  it.    Pray  present  my  dutiful  Respects  to  His  Exeellency; 

lam, 
Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 
JAMES  READ. 
Readtog,  Berks,  April  27, 1777. 

Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matbok,  Esq.,  Seovetary  to  the  OovernmeBt  of  Penn- 
pyWania. 
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Rob.  Smith  to  Trbsibsnt  Whaetok,  1777. 

April  Um  28%  1777. 
Sir, 

I  hereby  infonn  joa,  that  I  have  need  all  tbe  industry  in  my 
power  in  forwarding  the  BuaiDess  of  the  Militia  of  Cbester  Goanty^ 
which  has  been  divided  inu>  Eight  districts  or  SaUf  lions.  Tbe 
Pield  Officers  of  each  are  Eleoted^  &  to  meet  this  day  to  draw  for 
Sank.  I  hope  the  greater  Part  of  the  Company  Officers  will  be 
chosen,  and  the  Companys  Classed  in  abont  Nine  days.  In  your 
Order  the  Number  of  men  for  this  County  is  left  Blank — the  num- 
ber of  persons  returned  to  me  Capable  of  bearing  Arms  in  tkie 
County  is  upwards  of  Five  thousand.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
bave  them  in  the  greatest  forwardness. 

I  hiave  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  respect. 

Your  most  Humb^  Servant, 
ROB^  SMITH,  Lieu». 
Dtrwsfed, 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  B«f ,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (reee'd  20  April  1777.  T.  M.) 


CoL,  Jno.  Armstronq  to  Pbbs't  Wharton,  1777. 

CarUsle,  2S^  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

Tm  favoor'd  widi  yours  of  the  26*^  Ins*  by  Express.  On  my 
way  to  this  place  I  have  called  on  Sundry  Lieut's  and  other  Qtan^ 
of  influence  thro'  the  several  Countys  &  have  good  hopes  that  tbe 
Militia  Law  so  obviously  necessary  at  this  juncture  might  soon  havie 
had  its  natural  operation, — ^what  ^ect  Ma  sudden  call  may  bave  oti 
the  farther  progress  of  the  Law  is  yet  uncertain  as  I  presume  the 
present  Quota  must  go  out  as  Volunteers. 

The  greatest  opposition  by  much  that  I  have  heard  to  the  preeeiit 
Govemra^  happens  to  be  in  this  Connty,  where  temper  hath  had  too 
great  a  lead  of  reason,  Committees  are  yet  kept  up'  perhaps  with  a 
wrong  design,  altha'  some  part  of  their  views  as  they  tell  me,  sre 
laudible,  viz. :  that  of  finishing  some  remains  of  former  business — a 
large  Committee  are  expected  to  meet  here  this  week,  which  will 
afford  me  a  natural  opportunity,  after  which  designed  to  have  rode 
up  the  Connty — this  last  step  cannot  I  fear  now  be  waited  of,  altho' 
convinced  the  effects  wou'd  have  been  salutary,  but  shall  however 
make  use  of  the  best  substitute  I  can  find.  X  have  laboured  widi  a 
number  of  individuals  the  first  in  the  opposition,  and  think  them 
already  reduced  to  yield  at  least  to  the  militia  Law,  but  how  far 
ib^v  may  now  avail  themsdves  of  a  number  being  obliged  to  march 
without  it,  I  can't  yet  fully  say,  but  fondly  hope  that  pradentid 
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meMmres  ^1  oany  it  through.    I  afaall  now  write  L^  MoC»ttiiler — 
hav6  sent  an  exfyreas  f<Mr  QeD>  Potter  whom  I  look  for  every  day-^ 
aod  iateod  eetthig  out  for  Philad*  aa  od  Friday  or  Saturday  next, 
ezoefi  things  shoa'd  take  Bome  unexpected  torn  here. 
I  an  Sir  with  perfect  respect 

Tear  Exeellenoye  Most  Obed't  hnmh>  Serv't, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Dtree^d. — His  Exoellenoy  TTios.  Wharton,  Jun',  President  of  the 
Stete  of  Penns",  Philadelphia. 
^  Express. 


Penna.  War  Office  to  Col.  Labar,  1777. 

Pennsy  War  Office,  April  29*  1777. 
Bir, 

We  rec*  yonrs  of  the  25**  ins*  by  Lieu'  Deighman,  money  being 
a  little  scarce  at  present  obliges  him  to  wait  untill  to-tnorrow,  when 
we  expect  he  will  leave  this.  We  request  that  you  will  continue  to 
command  the  Guard  at  Easton  nntiil  otherwise  ordered  by  this 
Board,  or  some  other  authority. 

.  This  will  be  delivered  you  by  Mr.  Hanylin  who  conducts  two 
Indians  to  your  place,  you  will  please  to  employ  Mr.  Traxler  to 
conduct  them  as  far  thro'  the  inhabitants  as  you  may  think  neces- 
sary, great  care  should  be  taken  that  those  Indians  be  well  treated, 
especially  at  this  critical  time  when  every  indulgence  is  necessary  to 
be  given  to  those  people. 

Directed,— To  Ool.  Labar,  April  29»,  1777. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777. 

April  29. 
Resolved, 

That  it  foe  recommended  to  the  several  States  forthwith  to  order 
4he  sums  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  the  Continental  Battal- 
ions, raised  by  the  said  States,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
Officers  receiving  the  same,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Pay-Masters  of 
80oh  battalions,  and  that  the  said  Pay-Masters  be  respeetively 
required  to  sail  such  Officers  to  aeoount  therefor,  who  shall  produce 
certificates  from  the  Muster-Master  or  Depaty  Muster-Mastor  Gene- 
ral, specifying  the  number  of  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers }  and  also,  if  Officers  of  the  Light  Horse,  the  number  of  horses 
and  arms  and  equipage,  belonging  to  their  respective  regiments, 
oempanies  or  troops,  together  with  such  other  vouchers  as  shall  /be 
neeessary  to  prove  the  suras  expended  for  these  artieles,  the  subsist 
ence  of  the  troops  before  their  joining  the  army,  the  loss  of  money 
by  death  or  desertions  of  nonoommissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers 
before   mnstcr,  or  other  .necessary   eipcnces.     And   it  is  further 
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reeommended  to  the  said  StateS)  That  they  order  themid  reghneotd 
Paj-Masten  to  report  to  thmn  the  seteleineiit  of  the  said  aocoanta, 
together  with  the  vouchers,  to  be  prodaoed,  when  oonfirmed  by  the 
said  States,  to  the  Treasury  Board,  on  adjustment  of  their  acoonnta. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  States,  if  any  of  the  regi- 
mental Pay*Ma8terB  shall  neglect  to  obey  their  directions  as  afore- 
said, to  order  their  names  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  department,  who  shall  thereupon  remove  from  oiBoe 
such  delinquent  Pay-Masters,  and  supply  their  places  with  sooh 
others  as  he  shall  think  qualified  therefor. 

That  if  any  Officer  shall  not,  within  one  month  after  application 
for  that  purpose,  render  such  account,  the  regimental  Pay-Master 
requiring  the  same  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  department,  who  shall  order  a  Court-Martial  on  such 
Officer,  And  also  on  such  other  Offioer  or  Officers  as  shall  be  guilty 
of  embezzling  the  public  money,  and,  the  fact  being  ascertained  bj 
their  reporf,  shall  immediately  oaujse  him  to  be  cashiered,  and  a 
oopy  of  the  report  delivered  to  the  reeimental  Pay-Master,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  State  to  which  he  belongs,  that  such  State  may 
^ve  proper  orders  for  compelling  the  delinquent  Officer  to  account 
in  a  Court  of  Justice. 

That  duplicate  .accounts  of  all  monies  advanced  by  :Congre8S,  by 
General  Officers  and  by  the  Pay-Master  and  Deputy  Pay-Mastera 
General,  foi^  recruiting  Continental  Battalions,  be  transmitted  by  the 
Treasury  Bpard,  i|uch  General  Officers  and  Pay-Master  and  Deputy 
Pay-Masters  General  respectively  to  the  CommissicHiers  of  Acoounts 
for  the  army  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  Departments,  who  shall 
deliver  the  same  to  the  respective  regimental  Pay-Maaters,  to  enable 
them  to  call  the  Officers  chargeable  with  such  money  to  account  in 
the  manner  before  directed :  And  the  said  regimental  Pay-Masters 
shall  transmit  to  the  respective  Commissioners  aforesaid,  the  settle- 
ment of  such  accounts  with  the  vouchers,  who  shall  report  to  the 
Treasury-Office  those  which  are  approved  of  by  them,  and  shall  pro- 
ceed with  the  regimental  Pay-Masters  neglecting  to  obey  their 
directions  herein,  and  Officers  not  accounting  for  the  monies  by  them 
received  .as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  propos^  to  be  pursued  by  the 
States  in  the  preoeeding  resolve. 

That  the  General  Officers,  Pay-Master  and  Deputy  Pay-Mastera 
General  respectively,  be  also  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Treasury- 
Office  duplicate  accounts  of  all  monies  advanced  by  them  for  recrait- 
ing  Continental  Battalfons  as  aforesaid. 

That  all  regimental  Pay-Masters  be  directed  to  apply  to  the 
respective  Commissioners  for  accounls  of  the  sums  advanced  to  ikm 
Officers  as  aforesaid. 

That  all  Commissioners  of  claims  or  accounts  be  empowered  to 
administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  persons  examined  by  them  in  the 
ex^ution  of  their  office. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
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Hon.  Wit.  Atmb  to  Pebsidbht  Whabton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  the  29*^  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  a  Commission  from  the  Council  reciting  that 
a  certain  Joseph  Richardson  is  imprisoned  in  the  Gaol  of  this  County 
on  a  charge  of  his  having  offended  against  the  Laws  of  the  late 
Oovemment  of  Pennsylvania,  and  impowering  me  to  enquire  into 
the  said  Charge  and  Imprisonment,  and  to  act  therein  hy  taking 
Bail  for  his  appearance  or  otherwise  as  to  me  shall  seem  just  and 
reasonable  according  to  Law. 

The  Char^  against  Mr.  Richardson  is  for  counterfeiting  the  Bills* 
of  Credit  of  Pennsylvania,  an  offence  made  Capital  by  the  laws  of 
the  late  Oovemment— there  hath  no  possitive  or  evident  proof  of 
bis  having  counterfeited  or  passed  such  counterfeit  Bills  been 
adduced  to  me ;  but  the  Proclamation  of  the  late  Governor  of  New 
Jersey  mentioning  that  the  said  Joseph  Richardson  stood  charged 
on  oath  with  having  aided  abetted  and  assisted  a  certain  Samuel 
Ford  in  uttering  and  passing  the  said  eounterfeit  Bills,  and  the 
ProolamatiQn  of  the  late  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  mentioning  that 
it  appears  by  sundry  affidavits  taken  before  one"  of  the  late  Jud^ 
of  New  Jersey,  that  the  said  Joseph  Richardson  stood  charged  with 
forging  and  counterfeiting  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  t  passing  the 
same,  appear  to  me  to  shew  great  presumption  of  his  Guilt — and  as 
by  liiw,.and  j>artioularl^  by  we  Plan  or  j?rame  of  Government  of 
this  Commonwealth  prisoners  charged  vwith  Capital  offences  are  not 
bailable  wjben  the  Proof  is  evident  or  presumption  great,  I  have 
declined  admitting  him  to  Bail,  not  toinkiog  myself  justified  in 
relying  him  on  those  Terms  under  the  Commission  which  the 
Council  have  done  me  the  honour  to  intrust  me  with,  &  from  a  per- 
suasion in  mv  own  mind  that  if  I  had  done  so  I  should  have  acted 
contrary  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me  t  not  according  to  Law. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  in  the  Council's  approbation  of  my  Conduct, 
and  always  so  in  executing  their  commands  to  the  best  of  my 
Judgment. 

Mr.  Richardson's  Brother  waits  for  this,  he  seems  very  anxious  tor 
his  Trial  or  releasemenent  on  Bailj  and  I  should  have  been  glad  if 
consistent  with  what  I  thought  my  duty,  I  couid  have  indulged  him. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 
WILLI-  ATLBB. 
Directedy 

To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  junior,  Esquire,  President 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Mr.  Wm.  Richardson,  rec'd  May  6, 1777. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  X.  p.  99,  &  Vol.  XI.  p.  216.  Arch.  Vol.  IV.  p.  4«« 
&  256  of  this. 
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Besolutions  of  Gokgrbss«  ITTTy 

In  Congress,  29th  April;  1777. 

A  Letter  of  26  from  Governor  Johnson  of  M arvland^  inclosing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  said  governor  to  James  Rioholson  captain 
of  the  Virginia,  and  of  Captain  Nicholson's  answer  being  received 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  order  Capt. 
Nicholson  to  dismiss  all  the  men  he  hath  impressed,  and  not  to  depart 
with  the  frigate  till  farther  orders. 

May  lBt>  1777. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  26th  of  hist 
month,  from  Gov^r.  Johnson,  the  copy  of  the  said  Governor's  letter 
to  Capt.  James  Nicholson,  and  Capt.  Nicholson's  answer,  wherenpon. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  never  conntenanoe  or  suppott 
any  continental  officer  in  violating  the  laws  of  any  State,  or  treating 
Its  magistrates  with  contempt : 

That  Capt.  James  Nicholson  be  suspended  from  all  command  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  until  he  shall  have  made  sneh  satis- 
faction as  shall  be  accepted  by  the  executive  powers  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  for  the  disrespectfol  and  contemptuous  letter  written  by 
him  to  the  governor  of  that  State. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  James  Nicholson  be  served  irfth  a  copy  of 
the  aforesaid  resolutions  and  that,  in  case  he  shall  not  within  five 
days  after  he  hath  been  Served  with  the  said  copy,  make  the  Satis- 
faction required,  he  be  dismissed  from  his  command  from  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec 

1779  February  28th,  rec'd  from  Congress  their  proceedings  in  the 
cases  of  Gen.  Maxwell,  Colonel  Carrington  and  Captain  Nicholsoa. 


Board  of  War  xo  Capt..  Griffith,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office,  30th  April,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  are  informed  that  you  have  inlisted  an  indented  servant  bey 
belonging  to  Mr.  John  Biddle,  for  the  ninth  Virginia  Regiment,  as 
the  Hon'ble  Continental  Congress  havo  directed  the  quotas  which 
shall  be  raised  by  each  State,  and  as  it  would  be  extremely  oppressive 
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and  nnjiiflfc  abpuld  the  aermnts  be  takeo  from. die  mlmbi^ts  oi<mfi 
state  to  make  up  the  quotas  of  another  state,  we  therefore  oanuot 
oountehaDoe  a  prooeeding' which  is  evideutlj  iujurious  to  the  public 
good  we  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  discharge  the  said 
D07 1  deliver  him  again  to  his  master  again,  by  order  of  the  board. 

Y'  very  hble  Serv' 
Capt.  Ghriftth  of  the  9th  Yirg*  Regiment. 
VirecUd, 

To  Capt  Griffith,  April  80th  1777. 


Gov.  Livingston  to  Pkbs.  Wharton,  17 77^ 

Borden  Town,  1  May,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  one  Lawrence  Johnston  &  Thomas  Coheen,  both  of  your 
State.  They  were  taken  within  about  three  miles  from  the  Enemy's 
Lines  at  Brunswick,  on  their  Journey  to  join  the  British  Troops,  & 
sent  by  Major  Soodder  to  General  Putnam ;  and  by  the  latter  to 
our  Council  of  Safety  here.  Johnston  appears  to  be  an  impudent 
determined  villain,  and  is  undoubtedly  in  the  service  of  the  Enemy. 
We  can  draw  no  confession  from  him,  &  he  had  so  influenced  Coheen 
who  appears  to  be  a  simple  ignorant  youth,  to  deny  every  thing  qon- 
oeming  the  real  intention  of  their  journey,  that  on  his  first  exami- 
nation, he  would  give  us  no  information  about  it,  but  on  our  promise 
to  intercede  with  your  State  for  his  release  i^ter  your  examination  of 
him,  on  condition  of  his  making  a  frank  confession  of  Johustons 
design,  he  owned  that  Johnston  had  told  him  that  he  had  been  at 
Srnnswick  with  the  Enemy ;  and  that  he  proposed  to  him  (Coheen) 
to  take  him  to  Brunswick  &  New  York  where  he  would  find  Employ 
as  a  carpenter,  that  Coheen's  father  was  privy  to  their  design.  That 
they  crossed  the  Delaware  near  Pennsbur/  in  the  evening  in  a  craft 
they  took  without  Leave,  for  that  purpose,  t  travelled  in  the  night. 
That  they  endeavoured  to  avoid  our  Guards  which  obliged  them  to 
go  by  niffht  &  by  an  unusual  route. 

Tho'  the  young  man  is  very  backward  in  declaring  the  Truth  for  fear 
of  being  the  instrument  of  a^ecthig  Johnston's  Lue,  &,  his  not  being 
convinced  but  that  it  will  endanger  his  own,  yet  I  am  persuaded  that 
when  he  receives  full  assurance  from  your  State  of  being  set  at 
Liberty  upon  giving  security  to  appear  as  a  witness  against  Johnston 
on  his  trial,  he  will  make  more  ample  discoveries. 

Johnston  denies  almost  every  particular  which  he  confessed  before 
Major  Scudder.  I  enclose  yott«  the  Major's  Letter,  &  also  the  afii- 
davit  of  William  Butler  Lynch,  who  has  also  been  with  the  Enemy, 
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ft  will  probably  be  found  at  AUen  Town  wben  you  want  bim  as  a 
w|tneBs. 

lam, 

with  gireat  Hespeot, 
Sir, 
Your  most  humble  Serv* 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

P.S.  Upon  examining  the  prisoners  separatelj/you  will  find  John- 
ston one  of  the  greatest  Liars  you  ever  met  with.  Pray  let  him  have 
nx)  oonversation  with  Coheen,  nor  be  present  at  his  ezaminationi  as 
the  young  man  will  be  intimidated  by  his  looks. 

We  stand  engaged  to  Coheen  to  intercede  with  your  State  for  his 
Pardon. 

Directed^ 

To  his  excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
Philadelphia, 

<  With  Lawrence  Johnston  &  Thomas  Coheen  as  prisoners. 


BiCHAED  McCalbstkr  TO  Presidbkt  Wharton,  1777, 

York  Town,  May  1-*,  1777. 
Sir: 

I  Bee'  your  orders  in  this  place  this  day,  the  Express  I  have 
not  seen. 

We  are  just  finishing  the  dividing  the  County  into  Districts,  and 
shall  not  loss  one  Hour  that  can  be  applied  in  forming  the  Militia, 
According  to  the  law  provided. 

How  the  Quota  will  be  raised  before  the  law  is  got  in  force  is  a 
matter  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know. 

Our  Election  comes  on  in  a  few  days,  which  I  shall  attend  and 
use  all  my  influence,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  that  I  am  capable  of. 

The  Militia  of  this  County  have  not  met  of  late,  nor  will  be  pos- 
sible to  bring  them  together  before  the  Elections  of  Chuseing  tfaei^ 
ofiesers,  at  which  time  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
Raise  the  Quota  of  Volunteers,  as  also  to  fulfill  your  other  orders. 

Perhaps  St  you  may  think  I  have  not  attended  to  Regulating  the 
Militia,  but  do  assure  you  Since  I  rec'  my  comisbion  have  not  lost 
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01I6  boar,  nor  will  I  untU  the  matter  is  completed;  should  it  be  in 
my  power. 

lam  S',  w^  DaeJftegardy 
Your  Much  obl'^  &  most 

ob*  Hubl  S*, 

RICHD  MoCALBSTER. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Honr.  Thomas  WhartoD;  Esqr.;  President  of  the  State  of 
Peansylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Lieutenant  Kirkbbidb  to  Peesident  Whaeton,  1777. 
Sir: 

By  Gol.  Lacey  yon  will  receive  this,  With  a  Return  of  the  Offi- 
cers of  Backs  County,  &c.,  for  Whome  I  should  be  glad  to  receive 
Gommitions.  Thei;e  is  a  Majority  Vacant  in  the  first  Battalion  as 
well  as  a  Cap''^  two  Liecu'*,  &  an  Ensigncy  in  the  second,  and  the 
same  in  the  4th  Battalion,  Which  if  the  President  saw  proper,  he 
mite  send  Blank  Commitions  for,  as  it  woud  save  trouble,  and  I 
wott'd  return  the  names  as  soon  as  they  cou'd  be  properly  Chosen 
or  appointed,  which  from  some  difference  amoog  the  People  hath 
not  as  yet  been  accomplished. 

I  have,  S%  with  the  assistance  of  my  Brother  Sub  Lieu^,  doue 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  the  Melitia,  and  hope  by  Mon- 
day next  to  have  a  Considerable  part  of  them  at  Briatol,  and  as  soon 
as  possible  the  Remainder  shall  follow. 

Our  greatest  difficulty  lays  in  procuring  Substitutes,  and  as  the 
Lett  has  fallen  on  a  number  of  that  order  of  people  who  will  not 
take  an  active  part,  I  shall  want  at  least  £1500  for  that  purpose, 
besides  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  Biankits,  &c. 

If  S'  it  shou'd  be  Consistent  with  your  Judgment,  should  be  glad 
you  wou'd  give  an  Order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Colo. 
Lacy,  for  the  above,  or  such  other  sum  as  you  may  think  proper,  as 
it  will  be  much  wanted,  and  we  have  as  yet,  advanced  the  money 
that  has  been  necessary. 

The  people  we  Expect'd  wou'd  have  offered  as  Substitutes,  we  find 
iiave  great  Expectations  of  a  Large  Bounty,  therelTore  I  have  not  as 
yet  offered  any  Certain  Sum — but  have  thought  not  to  exceed  20 
dollars — Except  jn  case  of  the  most  Urgent  Necessity,  lest  it  mite 
Impead  the  raising  of  the  Continental  Troops.  But  I  should  be 
yery  happy  to  have  the  advice  of  the  Hon^  President  on  that  head. 
I  am;  Sir;  your  most  Respectful  and  Obedient 

Hum.  Serv*, 
J.  KIRKBRIDE;  Lieut  of  B.  C. 
Directed, 

To  The  Hon'bl  Thomas  WhartoU;  Esq'r;  President  of  the  State 
of  Plensylvania. 
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RoBBET  Levers  to  Tihosht  Matlack,  1777. 

Easton;  May  6th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  biid  the  Honor  to  reoetre  yovr  Fa:7or  4hk  day,  at  Eastoo,  ia  my 
Wiy  to  Camp. 

The  26th  Febraary  last  I  left  Col.  Cooke's  Regiment,  after  paying 
the  Troops  present  to  the  Ist  February ;  and  that  with  the  moneys 
belonging  to  some  of  the  officeirs  in  the  Regiment  with  which  t^ey 
had  entrusted  me,  as  is  partionlarly  set  forth  in  a  Remonstrance 

f)resented  by  me  to  Congress ;  to  which  Remonstrance,  I  begged 
eave  to  refer  His  Ezoellency  President  Wharton,  when  I  had  the 
Honor  to  meet  him  on  the  Road  near  Philadelphia^  §^nd  when  Hi3 
Excellency  mentioned  Col.  Cookers  Letter. 

As  soon  as  I  had  the  Honor  to  be  appointed  to  the  Protbonotary- 
ship  of  this  County,  I  waited  on  the  Board  of  War,  and  desired  Mr. 
Samuel  Morris  to  acqumnt  the  Board  of  this  appointment,  and  that 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  resign  the  Post  of  Paymaster.  During  my 
application  for  the  rrothonotaryship  &  afterwards,  I  was  preparing 
my  Abstract  Pay  Roll  to  the  1st  February  to  be  laid  before  General 
,GateSy  and  as  Col.  Qray  &  several  of  the  officers  were  of  opinion 
when  I  left  Camp,  that  as  the  Troops  were  paid  to  the  1st  Februr 
ary  so  late  in  that  month,  I  had  better  include  February  &  Marc^ 
together,  and  so  pay  off  the  Troops  for  the  Two  months  at  onceu 
The  B^inning  of  April  I  was  preparing  in  Philad'^  for  Camp,  with- 
out having  then  settled  or  received  the  money  to  enable  me  to  rcpajr 
the  officers  the  moneys  I  had  received  from  them,  when  Mr.  Thomaa 
Pungan  called  on  me  in  Philadelphia,  and  acquainted  me  he  was 
appointed  Paymaster  of  Col.  Cooke's  Regiment.  Mr.  Dungan  tola 
me  he  should  set  off  for  the  Regiment  in  a  few  days,  and  I  expected 
then  to  follow  him  quickly,  not  doubting  but  I  should  receive  am 
Order  from  Gcn^  Gates  to  receive  the  Ball,  due  to  the  1st  February 
to  the  Redment  as  stated  in  my  Abstract  Pay  Roll — ^To  which  lat 
February  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  to  settle  all  accounts  wit6 
the  Regiment,  and  had  no  doubt  but  as  Mr.  Dungan  woud  arrive 
at  Camp  the  beginning  of  April,  that  Gentleman  woud  draw  for 
the  Troops  for  the  months  of  February  &  March. 

Altho  when  I  returned  from  Camp  the  1st  March,  I  found  mj 
House  as  it  were  an  Hospital,  my  Family  being  sick,  I  staid  but  six 
days  at  home,  before  I  came  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  remained  tift 
the  Congress  gave  pie  an  Order  for  some  moneys,  agreeable  to  the 
Bequest  set  forth  in  my  Remonstraooe.     The  duty  of  my  new  ap- 

E ointment  I  apprehended  called  on  me  to  w*ait  on  Mr.  Gordon,  at 
aston,  in  my  Way  home  to  see  my  Wife,  who  whilst  I  was  here 
was  brought  to  Bed  and  was  very  ill^  which  occasioned  me  to  make 
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a  sboit  ft  eaqpeditioiis  Joarney  to  Philadel|>h»y  from  whence  I  was 
retonxing  when  I  had  the  Honor  to  meet  the  President. 

I  am  now  going  to  Morris  Town  to  wait  on  His  Ezoelleney  Gene- 
ral Washington,  to  have  my  Pay  Abstract  cotopleated  to  1st  Feb- 
mary,  from  thence  I  shall  wait  on  Col.  Oooke,  repay  the  moneys 
advaneed  to  me  by  the  ottcers  as  soon  as  I  receiye  them,  make  a 
final  Settlement  with  the  BegimeDt,  and  then  lay  before  the  Council 
a  State  of  my  AooountS;  which  I  am  persuaded  will  be  perfectly 
BSiltsftoloiy. 
^1  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem, 

Sir, 
your  most  obe^ent, 

▼eiy  humble  Servant, 
ROBERT  LEVERS. 


Pbbsidsnt  Wharton  to  Richard  MgAllistbr,  1*177. 

May  7, 1777. 
Richard  M'Allister,  Esq., 
Lieut.  York  County. 
Sir, 

I  baye  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor,  dated 
1st.  inst.,  which  came  to  hand  yesterday,  by  which  I  find  you  were  Di- 
viding the  County  into  districts.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  your 
having  exerted  yourself  to  effect  the  business  for  which  you  were 
appointed ',  and  it  will  atford  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  a  Judicious 
Choice  of  officers  is  made  in  your  County ;  a  return  of  their  names 
you  will  please  to  make  to  m^  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
Commisioos  may  be  sent  to  you  to  be  delivered. 

I  apprehend  from  a  paragraph  in  your  Letter,  that  you  have  by 
some  means  mistook  what  I  wrote  to  you  respecting  your  Quota  for 
ibe  Camp;  my  intention  was,  that  they  shoula  be  brought  out  under 
the  Militia  Law,  and  not  as  Volunteers ;  for  I  am  apprehensive  that 
any  other  plea  than  that,  will  by  no  means  answer  the  good  purpose 
intended — but  very  probably  lead  to  Confusion. 

The  Enemy's  real  intentions  we  are  yet  Ignorant  of;  if  they  should 
be  to  invade  this  State,  which  is  the  opinion  of  many.  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  the  Strength  of  our  arm^  under  Gen.  Wasbingtoni  to« 

f'Bther  with  the  assistance  of  our  Militia  &  that  of  the  Neighbouring 
tates,  we  shall  make  th^m  sorely  repent  such  a  step.  As  soon  as 
I^eoeive  any  certain  intelligence  of  their  movements,  you  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  it;  in  the  mean  time,  I  must  request  you  to 
oontinue  to  exert  yourself  to  carry  the  Militia  Law  into  execution  & 
when  effected,  cause  draughts  to  be  made  for  your  Quota. 
I  remain,  with  respect  Sir, 

your  very  Hum.  Serv*. 
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President  Wharton  to  James  Gregoet,  1777. 

May  7, 1777. 
James  Gregory,  Esq. ; 

Sub  Lieut.  Cum.  Coun. 

James  Galbraith,  Esq.,  was,  by  the  Hon^  House  of  Assembly, 
appointed  Lieu,  of  your  County ;  but  from  his  advan'd  age  &  Iniirw 
mities  of  body,  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  serve  his  Country  in  that 
station ;  he  has,  nevertheless,  given  Notice  to  the  Sub  Lieu,  to  meet 
at  Carlisle,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  exerting  themselves  to  oarn^ 
the  Militia  Law  into  execution,  in  order  that  draughts  may  be  maae 
for  your  Quota,  for  the  intended  Camp  at  Bristol.  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  if  the  People  at  this  time  are  called  out  in  any  other 
way  than  under  the  Militia  Law,  it  will  not  answer  any  good  purposoi 
but  very  probably  tend  to  confusion. 
Directed^ 

To  Coll.  Gregory. 


Treasury  of  United  States  to  President  Wharton, 

1777. 

Treasury  Office, 

PhUadelp*,  May  8%  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  you  several  Copies  of  a  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress, passed  the  29*>>  of  April,  1777,  which  I  am  directed  to  do  by 
the  Honorable,  the  Board  of  Treasury ;  and  the  Board  request  that 
a  strict  Attention  may  he  had  to  the  several  Matters  therein  recom- 
mended to  the  States.  An  order,  they  hope,  will  be  immediately 
issued  fDr  an  account  of  the  Sums  advanced  by  your  State  for  the 
recruiting  Service,  and  the  Names  of  the  Officers  to  whom  they  were 
advanced  ]  to  be  immediatelly  transmitted  to  the  Paymasters  of  the 
several  Battallions  in  which  they  serve,  and  that  due  Care  will  be 
taken  that  the  Regimental  Paymasters  make  their  Report  to  you  of 
the  Settlement  of  those  Accounts,  together  with  the,  Vouchers,  to  be 
produced  when  approved  of  by  your  State,  to  the  Treasury  Board,  on 
Adjustment  of  their  Accounts.  If  any  of  the  Regimental  Paymasters 
refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  the  Directions  of  the  Resolve,  their  Names 
are  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Department 
in  which  they  may  happen  to  be,  in  order  to  have  the  Delinquents 
reoboved,  according  to  the  Directions  of  Congress. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient  • 

and  Very  hble.  Serv*, 

JOHN  GIBSON,  Aud'  Genl. 
Directed  J 
Hi*  Eioellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun',  Esquire. 
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Aw  Account  of  Cash  paid  for  TlBCRUiTiNa  Servicb  of 

THE  TWBLVB   PbKKSTLYANIA    BBGIMBNTS,   &0.,  VIZ.  : 

Colonel  Edward  Hand, 
Col.  James  Chambersi 

Col.  Philip  DeHaaa, 
Col.  Joseph  Wood, 
Lieu*  Col.  W-  Butler, 
Col.  Anthony  Wayne, 
Col.  Francis  Johnston, 


Irt  P.  R. 

£    75 

II      « 

750 

• 

£825 

2nd  « 

462  10 

S   «« 

2812  10 

4  » 

7050 

5 

1050 

(( 

937 

10 

1987  10 

Lieu*  Col.  Henry  Becker,  6       "  5812  10 

Lieu*  Col.  Thomas  Hartley,  7       "  3000 

Lieu*  Col.  David  Oreer^  «  4598  15         7593  15 

Col.  Eneas  M«Coy,  ?       "  8000 

Col.  James  Irvine, 


8 

u 

9 

u 

4425 

It 

1887  10 

u 

202  10 

Lien*  Col.  Geo.  Nacel, 

Captain  Fra*  Nicfaob,              <<  262  10         6025 

Col.  Joseph  Penrose,             10       <<  5475 

Lien*  Col.  Ad-  Hnbley,         «<  937  10 

CH»tain  Geo.  Calboon,           <«  75              6487  10 

Col.  Bich«  Hampton,             11       <<  6712  10 

Col.  William  Cook,                12       <<  8250 

Col.  Nich-  Hansegger,  Germ-  Batt",  825 

Lieu*  Robert  Allison,  37  10 

Captain  Alex'  Bamsay,  112  10 

^7998  15 


R.  M'Calbster  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

Hanover,  12th  of  May,  1777. 
S', 

Yours  of  the  7th  I  this  moment  Reo'.  I  am  just  seting  ont  to 
one  of  the  Elections— «s  soon  as  they  are  all  over  Shall  Com  Down,^ 
or  send  the  Returns  to  yon. 

Shall  write  yon  shortly  Respecting  the  Choice  that  will  be  made. 
Indeed,  am  shure  there  must  be  many  Chosen  who  will  be  verrey 
unfit  for  the  Task;  the  County  being,  the  Gratest  Part,  composed  of 
Qarmans,  and  many  of  them  Verrey  Ignorant. 
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However,  we  shall  inde^yor  to  make  as  Qooda  Ghoioe  as  posBiUe* 
I  am  Doing  Every  thing  ia  my  Power,  &  beg  leve  to  subsoribe 
myself  y, 

Host  obS 

Hu»«  Servirat, 

RICH'D.  M'CALESTER. 

Directedj 

To  His  Hon*  Tho-  Wharton^  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


SUPREIMB  EXBCUTIVB   COUNCIL  TO  JaMSS  YoUNG,   1777. 

Sir, 

By  order  pf  his  EzeelleneyHhe  President,  I  have  enclosed  yoa 
SQch  part  of  the  examination  of  James  Moleaworth  as  relates  to 
M**  O'Brien  and  M"  M^Kay.*  His  excellency  requests  you  will 
take  snch  assistance  as  yon  may  think  proper,  and  examine  those 
two  women,  and  thereupon  do  what  yon  may  judge  to  he  ripfat  and 
aoqording  to  law,  either  by  remanding  them  to  prison  or  taking  bail 
for  their  appearance,  &c. 

with  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

yoar  mofi  obedient  hum^'*  servant, 

Ty  MATLACK,  See'. 

May  9, 1777. 

(Papers  Sent.) 

Examination  of  a  Bosrd  of  27  March,  1777.    Page  1  to  page  17. 

Certificates  of  John  Eldridge,  Andreas  Higgins,  k  John  Snider. 
Psge  1  &  2. 

OoP  Proctor  &  Col^  Stowart,  report  of  the  confession  of  Moles- 
worth  after  hii^  condemnation.    2  pages  &  a  half. 

To  Hon^^«  James  Yonng,  Esqr. 

*  See  pages  270—282. 
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jAUtB  YovJSQ  TO  Tim'y  Mailack,  1777. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  his  Exoellency  the  President's  direotioDS^  which  you 
transmitted  to  me  the  9th  Inst.,  I,  this  daj,  with  the  assistance  of 
John  Moor  and  Daniel  Clymer,  Esq'*,  Examined  M**  Qbrian  &  M" 
M«Cay,  whose  examinations  I  herebv  inclose  with  those  yon  sent  to 
me.  M"  M'^Cay's  Confession  is  full ;  she  comes  nnder  the  Treason 
Act,  &  although  there  is  not  sufficient  &  legal  testimony  against 
M**  Obrian,  it  appears  she  is  a  very  Dangerous  Person,  and  ought 
to  remain  in  Custody  from  the  present  situation  of  our  Publick 
affairs.  Those  gentlemen  agree  with  me  in  the  above  sentiment.  I 
have  therefore  remanded  both  the  Womeu  to  the  State  Prison, 
being  very  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  most  Obed^  Humble  ServS 

JA'S  YOUNG. 

Philad*,  13th  May,  1777. 
IHrecUdf 

To  Timothy  Matlack,-Esq'.    Present. 


Examination  of  Mrs.  Abigail  MgGay. 

Taken  May  13,  1777,.B6fore  James  Young,  Esquire,  &  John  Moore 
and  Daniel  Clymer. 
About  the  begianing  of  March  last,  she  waited  on  Mrs.  Sarah 
O'Brien,  who  told  her  that  a  Captain  of  a  man  o'  War.  had  lately 
slept  at  her  House  who  informed  her  that  Pilots  were  wanted  to 
bring  the  English  Fleet  round  to  Philadelphia ;  asked  ibis  Ezami- 
Bant  whether  she  knew  any  Pilots  she  could  trust  with  the  Afiair — 
Examinant  said  she  koew  Nathan  Church,  who  Ezamiuant  spoke  to. 
Mrs.  O'Brian  told  Examinant  that  the  best  way  for  the  Pilots  to  go 
off  to  the  Fleet  would  be  to  purchase  an  Oyster  Boat  and  go  to  the 
Capes,  and  there  be  taken.  Nathan  Church  was  told  by  Examinant 
that  the  above  was  Mrs.  O' Brian's  Scheme  for  transporting  them  to 
New  York.  Mrs.  O'Brian  told  Examinant  the  next  day  that  she 
had  oonversed  with  Church  about  going  to  New  York,  and  Church 
•eem'd  to  agree  to  the  Affair.  A  few  days  after  James  Molesworth 
eaUed  in  the  Evening  at  Examinant's  House,  and  asked  her  for  her 
Brother ;  inform'd  him  that  her  Brother  had  gone  to  Chester  to  pilot 
a  vessel  down  the  River.  He  told  her  he  would  give  twenty  pounds 
to  see  her  Brother;  she  asked  him  for  what;  he  told  her  (first  asking 

*  See  pages  275,  277,  278. 
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her  whether  Mrs.  O'Brian  had  not  spoken  to  her  aboat  Pibts,  she 
answering  jes,)  that  he  wanted  her  Brother  to  pilot  roniid-  the  Fleet 
from  New  York  to  Philadelphia,  on  which  Examinant  inform'd  him 
she  was  snre  her  Brother  would  not  do  any  such  thing;  asked  h«r- 
wbether  any  Pilots  lodg'd  at  Mrs.  CBrian's  y  Examinant  said  Pikts 
did  lodge  there,  and  Mm.  O'Brian  told  Examinant  next  day  that* 
James  Molesworth  bad  been  there  the  Evening  before,  and  waited 
there  for  the  Pilots  nntill  10  o'clock  in  the  Night  Mrs.  O'Briatt 
ofi  the  same  day,  came  to  Examinant's  House  with  Andrew  HigginS' 
and  John  Eldridge,  two  Pilots,  &  called  Examinant  into  the  front 
Parlour,  leaving  the  Pilots  alone  in  the  back  Parlour,  and  asked  her 
whether  Molesworth  had  not  spoke  to  her.  Examinant  answered 
yes,  and  she  informed  Examinant  that  on  Molesworth  hesitating 
about  trusting  Examinant,  she  said  he  might  safely  trust  her,  for. 
that  she  had  spoke  to  her  about  the  Affair.  Mrs.  O'Brian  then 
went  into  the  back  Parlour  to  Mr.  Higgons,  and  Examinant  called 
Eldridge  into  the  front  Parlour,  to  talk  with  each  of  them  on  the 
Subject.  On  Examinant's  proposing  the  Scheme  of  going  to  New 
York  to  pilot  round  the  fleet,  to  Eldridge  he  absolutely  refused  to 
go,  and  afterwards  refused  to  go  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  O'Brian, 
Mrs.  O'Brian  told  Examinant  that  she  had  hinted  the  above  scheme 
to  Higgins,  and  she  believed  he  would  go.*  The  two  Pilots  went 
from  Examinant's  House  together  with  Mrs.  O'Brian,  and  Mrs. 
O'Bryan  afterwards  inform'd  Examinant  that  she  had  taken  Eldridge 
to  James  Molesworth's  Lodgings,  and  had  heard  Eldiidge  say  that 
he  had  refused  Molesworth^s  request  with  respect  to  piloting  the 
ffleet  round  to  Philad*,  and  Mrs.  O'Bryan  beg'd  Examinant  to  desire 
Eldridge  not  to  discover  the  Affair;  she  informed  Mrs  0' Brian  that 
she  wou'd  speak  to  him.  Mrs.  0' Bryan  then  desired  her  to  speak 
to  Higgins  on  the  subject,  as  she  (Mrs.  O'Bryan)  belieyed  he 
wou'd  go  to  New  York.  This  Examinant  accordingly  spoke  ta 
Hi^ins,  who  agreed  to  go,  and  said  he  cou'd  get  a  Oheveauz  da 
friie  Pilot  also  to  go,  &  being  asked  who  he  was,  he  made  answer 
John  Schnyder,  and  brought  him  to  Examinant's  House;  and 
Schnyder  agreed  to  go  to  New  York  &  pilot  round  the  English  fleet, 
&  asked  Examinant  when  they  should  soe  the  Person  who  was  to 
employ  them,  she  informed  him  that  Evening.  That  Afternoon 
Mr.  Molesworth  and  Mrs.  O'Bryan  came  to  the  Examinant's  Howe 
at  different  Times,  and  ^e  asked  Examinant  whether  she  bad  spoke 
to  Higgins ;  she  told  her  she  had,  and  that'  he  with  Sohnydor,  a 
Cheveaux  da  frize  Pilot,  had  agreed  to  go  to  New  York  for  the 
above  Purpose.  Mrs.  (XBryan  called  in  Molesworth  &  informed 
bim  that  Mrs.  Coy  had  spoke  to  Schnyder  and  Higgins,  and  tbeyi 
b.id  both  agreed  to  go  to  New  York  and  pilot  round  the  Fleet  ta 
Phila<^'.  Molesworth  and  Mrs.  O'Bryan  went  away  frqm  Bxami* 
Hani's  House  together,  and  Schnyder  ib  Higgins  came  there  in  tbo 
Afternoon;  and  Molesworth  and  Mrs.  O'Bryan  also  came  there  at 
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tf ek^ai  TiMfl<  On  Ae  Br«»hg  of  Oa  frnmb  day,  Mokaiparth^ 
(Mrs.  O'Bryao  not  then  being  in  the  Hoose,)  asked  whether  thosa 
two  JtiBtk  wait  the  mea  he  wanted  to  speak  to ;  Examinant  answered 
jes.  Molesworth  then  went  into  a  room  with  Sdmyder  &  Hig^ns. 
She  ovMrheard  Hoksworth  say  as  he  was  going  oat  of  the  Door  that 
he  won'd  oonsalt  hia  Partner,  (who  this  Partner  was  she  knows  not.) 
He  then  went  out  and  jetnm'a  again,  and  she  saw  Molesworth  give 
Schnvder  money,  who  said  he  was  going  to  give  it  to  his  mother ; 
and  heard  Sohnyder  ask  Molesworth  whether  they  should  find  him 
there,  (meaning  Mrs.  McCoy's  House) ;  he  answered  they  shou'd 
find  him  at  his  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Yarnall's  in  Chestnut  Stoeet.  And 
Examinant  further  eaith  that  on  Mrs.  O'Bryan's  being  taken  ua, 
she  (Mrs.  O'Bryan)  advised  Examinant  on  her  Examination  to  tell 
as  little  Truth  as  possible,  and  then  they  cannot  hurt  you.  She 
told  Examinant  that  she,  Mrs.  0' Bryan  should  do  yery  well  were  it 
aot  for  Eldridge. 

her 
ABIGAIL  X  McCOY. 
mark. 

This  Examination  taken  before  us  the  day  and  year  first  withia 
written. 

JAS.  YOUNG, 
JOHl!^  MOOB, 
DANL.  CLYMBB. 


Examination  op  Sarah  O'Bryak,  1777. 

Mrs.  Bryan  being  called  in,  closely  adheres  to  her  Examination 
taken  before  the  Board  of  War,  excepting  in  these  Points,  that  on 
Friday,  in  the  Afternoon,  before  Molesworth  was  apprehended^  aa 
she  was  returning  from  the  Dutch  market,  she  call  d  at  Joseph 
Thomas's,  in  Front  Street,  who  informed  her  that  two  young  men 
had  lately  oome  from  Camp,  who  offered  to  ffive  one  hundred 
Guineas  to  any  Pilot  who  wou'd  bring  round  the  English  fleet  from 
New  York  to  rhilada.  He  ask'd  her  whether  there  were  not  Pilots 
at  her  House,  and  whether  she  could  not  get  any  *for  the  above 
Purpose;  she  said  she  would  not,  for  the  English  would  as  soon 
blow  down  her  House  as  another's.  She  immediately  on  going  home^ 
said  before  a  Nnmber  of  People  in  her  House,  among  whom  was 
Sfehemiah  Maul,  (Pilot)  that  the  English  wanted  Pilots  to  bringj 
them  round  to  Pnilada.  Maul  made  answer  that  he  would  not 
Pilot  them  round  for  Nine  thousand  Guineas.  And  Higgins,  the 
Pilot,  being  also  present,  dam'd  his  soul  if  he  would  not  pilot  them 
round  for  fifty  Guineas.    Joseph  Thomas  also  said  to  her  loud  at 
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hit  front  door,  lei  tbMH  take  Gere  tSuA  ihcir  Qwas  are  not  spiked  up 
at  the  fort. 

SARAH  O'BRVAN.* 
Bxamiiied  before  as,  May  IS,  1777. 

JAB.  YOUNG, 
JOHN  MOOR, 
DANL.  GLYMER. 


Bbsolutions  of  Committee  of  Cumberland  Co.,  1777. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Committee  of  Cumberland  held  at 
Shippensborgh  the  15th  May,  1777. 

Resolved  that  all  Apprentices  and  servants  are  the  Property  of 
their  masters  and  mistresses,  and  every  mode  of  depriving  snoh  mas> 
ters  and  mistresses  of  their  Property  is  a  Violation  of  the  Rights  of 
mankind,  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State,  the 
Resolves  of  the  Honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  and  an  offence 
against  the  Peace  of  the  good  People  of  this  State,  except  the  oonaenfr 
of  the  masters  and  mistresses,  in  their  proper  persons,  or  by  their 
Representatives  in  Genl.  Assembly  met,  shall  be  first  had  and  ob- 
tained. 

Resolved,  that  every  Officer,  non  commissioned  Officer,  &  soldier, 
or  other  Person,  who  hath  inlisted  any  Servant,  or  apprentice  the 
Property  of  any  Inhabitant  of  this  County,  do  return  all  such  en- 
listed Servants  and  Apprentices  to  their  proper  Owners  (on  applica- 
tion made  to  them  for  that  Purpose),  such  servant  and  apprentices 
to  continue  with  their  respective  owners,  untill  the  mind  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  shall  be  made  known,  by  their  Act  toucbine 
the  Premises ;  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Free  men  of 
this  County  to  aid  and  assist  all  injured  Persons  to  apprehend  such 
Servants  and  apprentices  so  inlisted,  and  deliver  them  to  their  owners, 
and  also  to  take  the  Person,  or  Persons,  who  have  inlisted  them,  or 
who  shall  refuse  to  deliver  them  to  their  owners,  or  who  shall  here- 
after inlist  any  servant  or  apprentice,  &  bring  them  before  the  next 
justice  of  the  Peace,  or  the  next  Township  Committee  (where  there 
is  not  a  justice).  Who  are  hereby  requested  to  commit  them  to  the 
Prisoti  of  this  County,  untill  they  shall  cause  such  servant  or  i^ppren- 
tice  to  be  delivered  to  the  owner,  and  give  good  free  hold  security 
for  thehr  own  good  Behaviour  in  future,  or  untill  the  mind  of  the  - 
Legislature  of  this  state,  shall  be  declared,  by  their  Act,  touching 
the  Premises. 

*  See  page  277. 
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Col.  Jac6b  Moboak,  to  P&bs.  Whaeton,  1777. 

Reading,  May  16th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Inolofled  have  Bent  an  Exaet  list  of  the  Ileld  Officen ,  Oftfytains, 
SttbaUerndand  Court  martial  men  of  thtf  Six  BatUliooa  of  the  Btf  ka 
County  militiay  aa  they  were  divided  &  Sub  divided  agreeable  to  the 
militia  aot,  Bighteen  of  which  sub  divisiona  did  not  attend  to  ohooee 
their  offioery,  which  the  lieutenants  took  on  them  to  do,  they  are 
thoae  in  said  list,  marked  in  the  mar^dn  with  N.  B.  &c. 
t  la  the  4th  Battalion  in  said  List  Nicholas  Lnby,  late  Lieat.  GoL. 
in  the  Flying  Camp  &  Peter  Decker  a  Captain  were  chosen  as  Field 
Officers  in  said  Battalion,  Those  Gentlemen  were  token  prisoners  on 
Tork  Island  the  former  is  now  on  parole,  and  the  latter  as  its  said 
made  his  escape. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  for  GoUeotinff  Blankets  met  hero 
and  issued  orders  for  Collecting  the  Quantity  aUotted  in  this  County 
for  the  Continental  Service,  and  300  for  the  Berk  militia. 

I  have  made  strict  enquiry  about  arms,  and  find  about  160  with 
accoutrements  may  be  procured  in  Beading,  which  may  be  made  fit 
for  service  in  a  fortnight,  as  to  Drums  Coulors  and  Fifes,  none  are 
yet  Collected,  but  have  this  day  sent  notices  for  the  same  as  well  aa 
lurms,  &o.,  to  be  brought  in,  in  order  to  be  sot  in  immediate  repair. 

Myself  and  Bretheren  have  this  Day  made  a  moderate  Estimate  of 
the  money  necessary  for  purchasing  Blankets,  &c.,  and  Carrying  into 
Execution  the  militia  Law  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  three  thousand  two  hundred  Dollars  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately remitted  for  said  purpose,  as  we  have  engaged  by  written 
orders  sent  out  to  pay  the  money  for  all  those  brought  in  against  the 
24th  Instant. 

I  am  with  great 

Respect  your  Exoellenoy's 

moat  obed*  Humble  Servant. 

JACOB  MOBGAN.« 
Dtreetedj 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Esq.,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  208. 
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Sam^  Wbthbrili,,  jb.,  to  iHB  BoAU  w  War,  1777 

Philadelphia.  5m»  16,  1777. 
The  Honourable  the  board  of  War  for  PeDosjlvaaia. 
(Jendemeoy 

When  I  agreed  with  yon  sometime  ago  to  make  jott  some  01oih| 
the  prioe  of  wool  &  workmanship  was  then  so  high  that  I  did  not 
ezpeet  it  would  raise,  the  probability  of  it  did  not  then  ooenr,  tho 
immediately  after  they  began  to  raise,  and  have  gradnally  risen  to 
such  an  extravagant  highth  that  I  find  it  impossible  to  eomply  with 
iny  engagement.  Sneh  Oloth  as  I  then  intended  to  make  yon  for 
SOs.  '^jd.f  cannot  now  be  made  for  less  than  27 «.  M.^  tho  as  I  then 
had  purchased  some  wool  at  a  lower  rate  than  it  now  seHs  ourrentlj^ 
for  I  am  willing  that  you  should,  bave  a  quantity  at  25«.,  I  have  now 
some  pieces  f inisht,  such  as  the  two  pieces  which  I  delivered  jemj 
those  vou  may  have  at  the  same  rate  which  you  had  them  for,  to  wit, 
18«.  ^yd.,  tho  it  is  much  below  what  such  goods  ought  to  fetch  al 
the  rate  things  in  general  sell,  I  expect  in  all  engagements,  exceptions 
are  implyed,  &  believe  you  have  more  honour  than  to  desire  I  should 
hurt  mjself  to  serve  the  Pablic,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed 
whether  you  are  willing  to  give  such  a  Prioe  for  Cloth  as  may  indace 
tide  to  purchase  any  extraordinary  quantity  of  Wool  at  the  Price  it 
may  sell  for,  it  is  now  7s.  M.  ^  lb.,  and  I  expect  will  soon  be  10s. 

From  your  Friend, 

SAM'L.  WBTHERILL,  Jr.* 


Col;  Jo.  Eirkbreob  to  P&bs't  Whabton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Bxeelency,  that  I  have  done  (with 
theasstetanoe  of  «iy  Broth's  Sub.  Lieu%)  every  thing  in  my  power 
towards  the  araingment  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  and  preparing 
them  for  service.  I  have  now  about  one  half  of  our  Qaota  of  men 
at  Hed  qr*  near  Bristol — all  furnished  with  Blankits,  bat  are  yet 
defitient  in  armes,  fto.  Which  is  partly  o^ing  to  the  want  of  Cash 
to  prooare  them. 

We  have  been  under  the  Disagreeable  Necessity  of  finding  a  great 
No.  of  Substitutes — ^and  have  yet  many  more  to  procure,  before  we 
can  Compleat  our  Quota. 

As  Our  money  is  quite  run  out,  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of 
beging  your  Exoelency  will  give  an  Order  in  favour  of  Col.  Laoey 

*  See  page  856. 
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fi>rMoh  fteaerram<tfmoney  asaMj  faeiPttQled^tofiiUyaqdp  tfie 
MiHti*  for  doty. 

I  Expect  0De*hfttf  of  our  Quota  will  be  made  np  with  Sabs^atee. 
wliieh  at  least  will  take  £1600  mord--Our  Qaotoof  Blankite  (whielr 
I  ezpeet  is  nearly  raia'd  and  Lodged  at  Newton)  will  amontit  Uk 
betijreflD  5  &  £600— the  Blankits  for  the  first  Glass  of  Militi»-*-a)Km* 
as  mooh — ^besides  the  money  which  is  wanted  to  purchase  anaes  &e* 
— which  at  least  will  reqaire  £500  more. 

This  Draught  may  seem  very  Extrodenary,  but  do  asiire  your 
Excelency  it  will  not  be  a  farthing  more  than  will  be  absolutely 
necessary,  And  when  the  Guns,  Blankits,  &c.  is  once  had,  I  hope 
they  will  be  taken  proper  Care  of,  .to  be  of  Use  an  Other  day. 
I  am  with  the  ntmost  respect 

your  Excelency's  most  Obedient 
ft  Very  Hum'  Servt, 

JO.  KIRKBBIDK.* 
Bellevue,  Bucks  County,  18**  of  May,  1777. 
Directed^ 

Te  His  Excelency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq%  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
Favoured  by  ) 
Col.  Lacey.  j 


Bakxebm  Gai^bbaith  to  Prbsxdeut  Whaetoit,  1777. 

Donegal,  May  19%  1777.    . 

May  it  please  your  Exeelleney, 
Sir, 

By  this  Fm  to  enform  you  that  I  have  hitherto  lost  no  time  in 
todavouring  'to  embody  the  Militia  of  this  County,  sinoe  -my 
appointment,  but  find  it  an  arduous  task — I  have  got  Six  Battalions 
out  of  Nine  formed,  the  three  yet  to  form,  are  in  the  heart  of  the 
Mitiinists  Settlements  in  our  County,  who  pamper  with  the  Consta- 
bles &  prevent  them  of  making  their  Returns,  by  which  Fm  rendered 
unable  to  do  any  thing  with  them ;  I  have  heard  it  reported  that 
they  mean  to  withstand  the  measures,  but  as  our  Magistrates  have 
been  lately  Qualified  into  Office  hope  to  see  matters  have  a  different 
Complection. 

Should  they  withstand  the  Measures,  would  be  glad  of  some  In- 
structions from  your  Excellency  how  to  Proceed.  Our  Treasurers 
have  refused  answering  any  Draughts  as  directed  by  the  Militia 
Act — I  fiave  given  orders  for  the  Quota  of  Men  demanded  from  this 
County  to  March  this  week  (from  the  Battalions  formed)  but  as  yet 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.  p.  208. 
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baye  not  rooeWed  an  aoo^  from  the  different  Colonels  wHi  anna  ft 
acooatriments  may  be  wanting,'*'  jet  I  bope  by  the  time  the  ^nt 
division  marohes^  I  shall  be  able  io  give  an  aooount  that  your 
Ezoellenoy  may  order  them  Eaaipt  at  Chester.  If  yonr  CnriositT 
should  lead  you  to  enquire  fiurther  into  the  State  of  this  Coonty,  I 
l^fer  you  to  CoP  Lawry  who  will  be  with  you  &  ean  inform  you 
partioularly. 

I  have  the  honour  to.be  your 
Exoellenoys  most  Obedient 
Humble  Serv't, 

BABTfifiM  GALBRAITH. 
VirectecL 
To  His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton^  jun%  Esq^  Philadelphia. 


Archibald  Lochby  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Westmoreland,  y  20**^  May,  1777. 
Honnored.  Sir, 

On  my  arrival  On  the  forth  of  April  I  found  this  County  In  a 
Confused  situation.  The  Alarm  of  Simpsons  Being  Kill'd  and  Moor- 
head  Being  Missing  Struck  such  Terror  On  the  Minds  of  the  People 
that  the  fruntears  Waire  Entirely  fleed  Into  the  Hart  of  the  Settle* 
ment  &nd  a  greate  Numbers  Over  the  Mountains.  In  Order  to  Put 
a  stop  to  the  Peopels  Entirely  Evacuating  the  Cnntery  I  Ventured 
to  Raiso  Sixty  Men  and  Stationed  them  On  the  frontears  Between 
twolioksand  the  Mouth  of  Kiskamenitus  In  fore  Divitions  under  the 
Command  of  Two  Captains  and  Two  LieutP,  Which  Covered  that 
frunteir  so  Well  that  the  People  are  In  eeneral  Gon  Back  to  their 
PUntations  and  fell  to  their  Leaboars.  I  flatter  Myself  When  your 
Excellency  Is  Enform'  What  Bennifit  these  Baingers  Hass  Been  to 
this  Destres^  frontier,  you  Will  Not  Hesitate  One  Moment  In  Al- 
lowing them  to  Be^Paid  By  the  State — they  are  Engag'd  for  two 
Months  if  Not  sooner  Discharge  By  Bregedear  Genneral  Hands 
Order  and  Promised  the  same  Pay  and  Bations  of  Continantal 
Troops.  Which  if  your  Exoellanoy  Will  Please  to  Alow  the  &vour 
Will  Be  Eoknowledged  By  the  fruntears  In  general  and  In  Pertiou* 
lar. 

By  your  Excellancys  most  Obed'nt 
Humb"  Serv't, 

A.  LOCHRT. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellancy  Tho^  Wharton,  Jun.,  Esq',  President  of  the 
Supraim  Executive  Counsel  of  State  of  Pensylvania. 

tavour'd  By  Col» ) 
-  John  Proctor.       j 

*  See  Colon,  Bee.  Vol.  XI.  p.  212. 
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Col.  Brodhbad  to  Board  op  War,  1777. 

Summerset  Court  Houae,  May  20*^1 1777.    . 

I  am  Honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  twelfth  instant|  and  am 
happj  in  the  assurance  you  give  me  of  having  my  Segt.  Cloathed. 

The  men  were^  previous  to  my  appointment,  fcHnisht  with  mora 
Oloathine  than  I  knew  of,  when  I  wrote  you^  and  no  Stoppages  hav^ 
been  made  for  those  Cloathing,  because  M^  Moase  had  not  informedt 
the  officers  what  the  Prices  were. 

If  I  am  rightly  instructed^  the  men  are  by  Resolve  of  CongresA 
Mitltled  to  a  Bounty  of  a  suit  of  Cloathing  each»  and  stoppages  shall 
be  made  out  of  their  pay  fbr  those  they  have  had. 

I  would  with  tha  greatest  cheerfulness  dend  you  a  Return  of  the 
officers  of  my  Regt.  as  it  now  stands,  with  the  names  of  worthy  Gen- 
tlemen to  fill  the  vacancies,  but  his  Ezcelleney  Genl.  Washingtoii 
'  having  been  wrote  to  by  Genl.  Linoola,  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  officers  to  do  the  duty  of  the  Regt.  hath  commanded  me  to  send 
him  a  list  of  the  vacancies  and  officers  in  order  that  he  might  issue 
their  new  appointments  in  the  Regimental  Line,  and  condemned  a 
Proportion  for  &\mg  the  vacancies  with  more  worthy  men.  If, 
therefore,  your  Honble  Board  was  to  proceed  to  the  appointmeni  of 
new  offijoev,  such  as  I  could  undertake  to  recommend,  your  appoint- 
ments would  certainly  interfere  with  those  made  in  the  Regimefital 
line  by  his  Excellency.  I  wish  his  Excellency  had  not  been  wrote 
to  on  the  occasion,  and  will  write  you  as  soon  as  I  am  informed  what 
hath  been  done  by  the  General. 

If  it  will  give  you  any  satisfaction  I  will  on  the  first  notice  send 
yoo  a  list  of  the  officers. 

I  am  with  due  Respect  k  Esteem  your 
most  obed*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

JHreekdf 

To  Kehaxd  Baohe,  Esqr.,  Chairman  of  the  Honble  Board  of  War 
Philadelphia. 

$  Fav  Gaptn  Hoffnagle. 

16* 
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Navy  Boabd  to  Board  of  War  of  Pbnnstlvahia,  17  7T 

Navy  Board,  May  20, 1777. 

Gent-., 

In  oonseqnenco  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  we  were  directed  to  for- 
ward Six  Oans  to  Cape  May  in  the  Jerseys,  to  be  stationed  there 
for  the  protection  of  our  vessels,  &c.,  that  may  put  in  or  run  aahore 
in  or  near  said  District.  As  it  is  requisite  this  matter  should  be 
immediately  attended  to,  we  wish  you  would  lend  us  4  Four  Poun- 
ders ready  mounted  on  travelling  Cariases;  we  have  three  six 
founders  ft  one  four  pounder  which  we  will  get  mounted  as  soon  8« 
possible  ft  put  in  the  place  of  the  four  guns  we  ask  of  you.  Our 
Expectation  is  to  ezchsAge  these  guns  when  the  purpose  f  )r  which 
we  nave  borrowed  them  is  answered,  or  we  can  supply  their  places 
at  Cape  May  with  others,  and  we  hope  we  shall  then  receive  our 
own  guns  again. 

We  are 

Your  very  hble  servts, 

PRA.  H0PKIN80N, 
'     JOHN  NIXON, 
JOHN  WHARTON, 

Direeiedf 

To  the  Honourable  The  Board  of  War  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Gov.  Livingston  to  Board  of  War  of  Pennsylvania,  1777 

Haddonfield,  21  May,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Prisoners  hereafter  mentioned,  confined  in  your  State  Prison 
ft  Subjects  of  this  State,  were  apprehended  in  January  last,  in  the 
<!!ounty  of  Monmouth  as  disaffected,  ft  are  said  to  have  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  condition  of  their  being  s^t  at 
Liberty. 

This  State  cannot  set  them  nt  Liberty  beinff  confined  in  your 
prison ;  ft  it  is  presumed  yon  will  not  desire  to  detain  them  on  our 
application  to  have  them  before  ns  to  examine  into  the  nature  of 
their  crimes.  We  therefore  apply  to  have  them  delivered  to  the 
guards  who  will  wait  on  yon  with  this,  ft  such  of  them  aa  we  can 
legally  discharge,  and  who  haveinlisted  jn  the  Service,  we  shall  take 
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mn  <o  ieXinat  to  (lie  proper  oSoer  to  iee  them  Join  their  respeeti^ 
Battolions, 
Tbeif  nunet  ert^ 
Jamks  AiiUHf,  Datid  Rooms, 

Jonah  Nxwland,  William  Newland, 

Benjamin  WoollsT|  John  Seabb, 

William  Pabker,  William  Tomson, 

Thomas  Parent,  John  Wright, 

Jonathan  Burdox,  Hsnrt  Minks, 

James  Gompton,  Stoal  Havins, 

William  North,  John  North, 

With  such  others  as  were  taken  bj  Major  Mifflin. 
I  am 
Sir, 

Tonr  most  humble  Svt, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

PS.  Tho'  we  are  furnished  with  the  above  list  as  of  persons  who 
have  hilistedi  some  of  them  hi^?e  already  been  disobarged,  we  there- 
fore mean  those  of  them  who  are  still  eonfined  with  jou.  . 

The  Honorable  the  Board  of  War  for  the  State  of  Pennsjltsnia. 


YTu.  Hbhkt  k  Johh  Hubuy  to  Pbbs't  Whartojt,  1777. 

Lanoaster,  May  22%  1777. 
Sir, 

A  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  to  the  Assembly 
and  Council  which  comes  herewith,  sets  forth  the  inconvenience  this 
Town  hbours  under  for  want  of  Magistrates,*  and  prays  that  a 
Bemedy  be  provided  to  redress  them,  which  we  suppose  the  House 
will  do  ny  making  a  Law  impowering  the  Council  to  appoint  suitable 
Persons  for  that  purpose.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  name  several 
of  the  Inhabitants  here  who  would  be  suitable  for  that  purpose,  to 
wit :  William  Bausman,  Michael  Hubley,  John  Hopson  and  Mathias 
Onsff,  the  three  first  named  have  severally  for  some  years  filled  the 
oflBoe  of  Burgesses,  nnd  are  acquainted  with  the  Duties  of  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  the  latter  we  make  no  doubt  will  do  Honor  to 
such  an  appointment.  As  to  the  rest  of  the  prayer  of  the  Petition, 
in  respect  of  Burgesses,  Town  Clerk,  &o.,  an  election  for  the  porpoea 
mav  be  at  the  usnalTimeb  and,  the  inconvenience  for  want  of  them 
will  be  remidied,  should  the  above  named  Persons  meet  witi^  youv 
♦  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XL  p.  211. 
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i^fpoUti^i^  in  tto«|»|KHiitiiieAt  m  Jviti^M  of  A9  P«m^  ind  4lMk 

same  Law  can  likewise  provide  in  respect  of  the  Prothonotary. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  yowt  EieeUenoy'B 
most  Obed't  and  v^y  h'Ue  Sery^ts, 
WILLIAM  HENRY, 
JOHN  HUBLET. 

P.  S« — ^We  beg  the  faTour  of  yon  to  have  the  Petition  presented 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  President  of  the  Stiite  of 
Penn8y%  Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Wm.  LiYiKasTON  TO  BoAKD  OF  War,  17T7.    . 

Haddonfield,  22  Hay,  1777. 
Sir, 

Messrs.  Stoeom  k  Parker  will  wait  on  yon  with  this.  The  f  ormef 
is  owner  of  a  negto  slaTC  celled  Joe,  &  the  latter  of  a  negro  called 
Scipio.  Both  of  the  slaves  were  some  time  since  taken  np  by  onr 
Militia  officers  in  the  Gonnty  of  Monmouth  on  Suspicion  of  intend- 
ing to  join  the  Enemy,  k  were  among  a  number  of  other  Prisoners 
hurried  to  your  Jail  in  Philadelphia.  On  Examination  of  the 
matter  by  the  Oovernor  and  Conn^u  of  Safety  of  this  State,  it  ap»' 
pears  that  the  suspicions  against  them  were  not  well  founded,  ft  the 
Board  aooordiQgly  ageead  to  haye  the  negroes  delivered  to  their 
respective  masters  on  their  discharging  the  Expenses  that  hav» 
accrued  for  their  support  ft  maintenance,  ft  giving  their  respective 
Bonds  to  this  Qovernment  for  their  good  Behavour  in  future.  The 
latter  they  have  complied  with ;  and  the  former  they  promise  to 
perform  on  the  Receipt  of  their  slaves.  This  is -therefore  to  request 
you  to  order  the  Person  who  has  them  in  Custody  to  deliver  them 
to  their  masters  on  their  paying  the  Ezpeiises  they  have  occasioned 
by  their  keeping. 

I  am^ 
Sir, 

Tour  most  humble  Ser/t, 
WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

To  Bichard  Bache,  Esq"*,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  War,  Phila- 
delphia. 
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OvrfOiHW  EznniziTV  CoYnroHi  to<  Wmi  Baikb?,  ^i  1777k 
air, 

Em  SuDellaafy  tbe  Proodeni  and  Bevesal  m^Bbev  of  ilw  Ciomiea 
ka?e  Jbeea  io  the  •ity  seyecal  days  bat  have  not  yet  been  abU  to 
make  a  qnorom.    I  am  thorofor^  ocdered  to  areqaeat  that  yoa  will 

E'saae  to  attond  the  Coniicil  aa  aooo  as  potaible.    A  qooium  of  tha 
ooaa  of  Aaatmbly  is  mat  and  now  enteriag  on  bwiaam* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  reapoe^  • 

your  moat  hamUe  Mrvaa^ 

T.  M.,  Seo'py,   ' 
,  PLilad\May22,1777. 

To  Wm.  Bailey^  Bsq'r,  Lanoaatar,') 

Eddy,  Ba^r,  York,  t 

Oeo.  Tii^hw,  '^h  Northampton^ ) 


FrbSIDBNT  of  COUirCIL  to  OoMMITTM  of  LAKCA^tBR,  ITTTi 

PhihdelpMa,  May  22, 1777.    • 
Sir, 

The  Commlasary  of  PriiOtten  appointed  by  Qeneral  Waahtntttoii^ 
has  reqaeated  His  Exeelleney  the  President  to  furnish  him  witli  atf 
aooonnt  of  the  ezpenoes  and  diabursements  of  this  State  in  ft^voar  of 
the  sereral  prisenenr  taken  from  the  King  of  Oreat  Britain-^-attd  • 
fetam  of  such  prisoners  aa  are  at  preaent  in  thia  State,  with  tfaeif 
rank,  fto.  His  Bzcelleney  haa  therefore  ordered  me  to  reqoeat  tha& 
^oa  will  immediately  forward  to  him  an  aooonnt^  the  said  axpenoeiv 
menrred  in  your  district  (p*  and  unpaid)  with  the  aeveral  pioper 
anthenticated  Youohers  for  the  same — and  a  list  of  snob  prisonera 
aa  are  now  nnder  yonr  oare*  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 
greatest  respeet, 

your  moat  obedient  hnmble  servant, 

T.  M.. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Lancaster. 
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Jonathan  Potts  to  Boaed  of  Wab  of  Pennsylvania,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, « 

A  good  oppovtmiity  efferiog,  wbioh  seldom  is  the  Oase,  I  embrace 
it  to  give  joa  some  aeoo*  of  our  sitnation.  I  reftomed  t<^  this 
plaoe  yesterday  from  Ty^  Oar  Oarrison  at  that  post  is  daily  in^ 
trreasing,  it  now  eonsiBts  of  3|400  men,  and  there  are  1600  MiKtia 
from  New  Hamsfaire  &  Berkshire  on  their  march.  By  a  Prisoner 
iaken  16  miles  below  Onion  Biver,  a  New  Hamaliire  &nint  man, 
who  deserted  lafit  year  &  has  been  with  the  Enemy  all  Winter,  ft 
who  was  sent  out  to  gain  Intelligence  by  General  Philips,  who 
commands  at  Montreal,  we  are  informed  that  the  Troops  were 
cantoned  in  small  parties  over  the  Country,  no  preparations  made 
of  coming  down  as  yet,  tho'  he  says  it  is  their  undoubted  detennit 
nation  to  pay  us  a  visit  this  season.  Their  Vesseli  at  St.  Johns 
are  the  Prideauz,  the  Inflexible  of  20  Ouns,  the  Maria,  &  Carleton, 
each  of  16 ;  the  Washington  Bow  Galley,  &  hee  Gutter  taken  fram 
us  last  year,  and  a  new  20  Gun  ship  to  be  finished  by  the  first  of 
June.  Great  uneasiness  between  the  Canadians  &  Begulars,  a  uni- 
versal Cry  for  Clothing,  Provisions  very  high,  k  recruiting  very 
slow  indeed.  The  Prisoners  taken  by  "Ml^Kaj  at.  Sabba&  day 
Point|  were  well  treated  &  fed,  &  an  absolute  negative  is  pat  by 
General  Carleton  affainst  further  Scalping,  which  disgusted  the 
Savages  much.  We  have  in  this  City  a  Motley  Crew  of  300  Savages, 
who  appear  friendly  indeed — &  under  the  Command  of  General  Gates 
I' trust  we  have  nothing  to  fear  in  this  Qoarter.  My  God,  what  an 
alteration  since  his  arrival  I  As  to  my  Department  it  fflyes  me 
l^easure  to  assure  you  that  I  have  but  20  in  the  General  Hospiti^ 
h  11  Invalids  in  other  plaoesi  in  sjiort  (he  Troops  are  extremely 
Healthy;  my  Gardens  go  on  well,  I  have  25  Acres  at  differeoti 

5 laces,  my  only  ambition  is  to  preserve  the  Health  of  the  So)diera 
;  ienderly  nurse  the  sick.  Excuse  this  scrawl,  should  be  happy  ta 
hear  from  you  if  your  other  more  important^Bosiness  would  give  you 
time,  enolosd  a  News  paper.  My  Complim'eius  to  all  friends  &  he* 
Ueve  me  to  be  your 

most  obed't  humble  Senr% 

JON'N  POTTS. 
Albany,  May  25th,  1777. 

Directed, 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esauire,  President  of  the  Hon^*«  Board  of  War 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  Philadelphia. 
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Liswia  MoBRis  TO  Congbbss,  177T. 

Hetd  Qaarten,  Prinoeton^  May  29thy  1777. 
DearStr, 

I  am  desired  by  Oenl.  Sallivan  to  commanicate  the  following  In- 
lelligenee  to  yoa  whioh  he  raoeived  from  an  offioer  at  Shfewtbnry. 
Thai  the  Iwo  ships  whioh  the  Enemy  have  been  for  some  tivie  fitting 
out  at  New  York,  aennting  thirty  two,  twenty  four  mmI  eighteeti 
Ponnders,  exiled  fiom  the  Hook  last  Monday  afternooo  aad  stood 
sesUh  in  eon»pany  of  a  ship  of  War  of  ooosiderable  Foroe.  The  two 
ships  above  mentioned  were  lam  and  long  and  very  low  to  the  watev 
The  eaine  day  oano  into  the  Hook  eighteen  sail  of  Topsail  Vessels, 
and  one  large  nwn  of  War,  whioh  lay  at  the  Hook  jesteiday  monuiigj 

From 

y  hble  Servant, 
LEWIS  MORRIS,  A.  D.  C. 
N.  B.  The  two  vessels  alladed  to  be  old  Bast  Lidiamen  ent  dewn^ 


(Copy)  To  the  offioer  eommanding  at  Philada. 

In  Congress,  May  80, 1777. 

Ordered  that  a  oopv  of  the  letter  from  Lewis  Morris  dated  at  Head 
Qoarters  Prineeton,  May  29, 1777,  be  sent  to  the  Supreme  executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec. 

The  above  is  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  Congresa  and  kid  before 
His  Excellency  the  president  &  members  of  council  met  By  their 
order  it  is  sent  to  your  honorable  board. 

Your  very  hmble  Servant 

T.  MATLACK,  Sea 
May  80, 1777. 
Pireded. 
^To  the  hon'ble  Board  of  War  for  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs,  Wbcabton  to  Geo.  Bryant,  &  J.  Evans,  1TT7. 

Philadelphia  May  80,  H77. 
Sit, 

His  Ezoellenej  the  presideni  oommanda  me  to  aoqnakt  you  that 
Mr.  Bayly,  Mr.  Hoce  and  Mr.  Prootor,  members  of  Govaml  am  iu' 
the  (Sty  thi|4  Mr.  Morgan,  ia  gone  a  joomey  to  the  Southward  Mr^ 
Tayier  &  Mx,  KIM  are  nnwell,  and  eannot  attend  at  preaeaft,  and 
Mr*  Eddy  of  York  Ooanty  ia  nofc  oome  down,  you  will  aee  the  neoM^ 
mty  of  your  attending  in  oooacil  if  it  be  poasibie. 
.  Oengreaa  have  this  day  sent  up  a  letter  from  Lewis  Monia  meni- 
tiqnuig  the  saaUng  of  two-  East  India  ehips  (ont  down)  whioh  tha 
enemy  have  been  repairing  at  New  York  for  some  time  past,  they 
carry  32,  24,  &  18  poondess  and  were  in  company  with  a  man  of 
war  of  considerable  lorce,  they  Jeft  the  Hook  on  monday  afternoon , 
and  Sailed  South,  and  that  on  the  same  day  eighteen  topsail  vessels 
arriv^  at  the  Hook  and  one  man  of  War. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  very  h'ble  Seruaut. 

T.  M. 
Ptrected, 
To  Honb.  Geo.  Bxjm,  Esq.,  &  Honb.  John  Evans,  Esq.  ^ 


Oo0NCiL  TO  John  Hancock,  PreIsidbnt.  1777. 

May  80, 1777.    • 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  three  thousand  of 
the  Militia  of  this  State  are  ordered  to  encamp  at  Chester  and  Bristol 
part  of  which  are  arrived  &  the  remainder  are  preparing  to  maro& 
with  all  dispatch. 

The  Committee  of  Congress  in  conference  with  the  Board  of  war 
of  this  State  on  the  subject  of  calling  ont  the  Militia  informed  them 
&  myself 'that  Congress  would  furnish  the  arms,  Tents,  &o.,  as  were 
necessary  to  equip  them.  I  am  obliged  to  call  on  Congress  for  this 
supply,  for  I  find  that  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania  who  have  hereto- 
fore been  called  into  service  have  from  time  to  time  left  so  many  of 
of  their  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Continental  Commissaries  by  order 
of  Gen.  Washington;  together  with  what  has  been  supplied  to  the 
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froopB  of  other  States,  as  thej  are  passing  on  to  eamp,  that  W9  are 
at  present  possessed  of  very  few  fit  for  servioe. 

I  mnst  therefore  reqnest  that  you  will  please  to  order  the  neeesarj 
arms,  Tents,  and  Camp  eqnipase  fcnr  the  militia,  now  called  into 
Serrioe  to  he  ready  as  they  shall  be  called  for  by  the  (General  ofioers 
or  Lient^s.  of  the  Counties  of  this  State,  so  as  the  militia  may  not  be 
nnneoessarily  detained,  bnt  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  render  im- 
mediate servioe  to  the  States,  to  answer  the  design  of  Congress. 
IHrectedf 
.  To  Hon'ble  Jno.  Haneod^;  Esq. 


Ba&t&sm  Oalbraith  to  Pkesidxnt  Whabtok,  1777. 

To  his  Ezoellenoie,  Thomas  WhartoD,  ja%  Esq',  Preoident  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylyania. 

Whereas,  in  Pursaeance  of  yonr  Excellencies  appoint;nent  to  me, 
directed  as  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  Lancaster,  I  called  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Sub  Lientenants  appointed  to  my  Assistance,  divided  the 
County  into  nine  districts,  k  Issued  my  Warrants  on  the  5^  day  of 
April  last  ta  the  Constables  of  the  different  Townships  for  returning 
to  me  the  Names  of  all  the  Male  white  Persons  between  the  Ages  of 
Eighteen  ft  fifty  three  Years,  as  directed  by  the  Militia  Law ;  after 
the  time  allowed  them  for  the  takeing  in  those  returns  of  their 
respective  districts,  waited  at  Lancaster  for  the  receipt  of  them,  ft 
rec^  returns  for  the  '^orrough  and  T^^enty-four  Townships  out  of 
Thirty-three;  Eight  Townships  yet  remain  Unretumed,  ft  seem  to 
give  a  Violent  Opposition  to  the  measures ;  I  believe  owing  to  the  poi- 
soned minds  of  a  few  Individuals  amongst  us.  I  sent  a  Guard  for 
two  Constables  within  those  Townships,  ^bavins  paid  no  reguard  to 
the  Constable'is  Second  Yissit)  and  has  oolid^ed  them  to  give  their 
Bonds  and  Security  bj  two  Sufficient  surities  in  200£  each,  for  their 
appearance  at  the  first  Court  of  Record  to  be  held  at  Lancaster,  for 
the  County  of  Lancaster,  for  their  neglect  of  duty. 

Yours  Excellencies  demand  for  600  men  from  the  County  of  Lan- 
cister,  to  march  to  Chester,  turned  my  views  another  way.  I 
appointed  days  for  the  choice  of  Field  Officers  within  the  Several 
districts  returned  to  me,  as  well  as  Company  Officers,  ft  drawing  the 
Classes  of  each  Company.  Immediately  on  the  appointment  of  the 
Colonels,  transmitted  to  them  a  Copy  of  your  Excellencies  Letter^ 
as  well  as  the  Resolve  of  Congreeto,  with  Instructions  to  bold  the 
first  Class  of  each  Company,  in  their  respective  Battalions,  in  ready- 
ness  for  their  March  to  Chester,  at  the  same  time  pledging  myself  to 
ihem,  that  Notwithstanding  some  part  of  the  Militia  of  the  County 
remained  unembodied|  equal  Justice  should  be  don  to  them  in  a 


SM  PJBrNSYIiYAMU  ABCHiVllS.  1777^ 

Futuia  diy;  observing  to  thaiOyihai  ih^  baekwrJn^w  ^  (kSem 
Individuals  ought  not  to  be  the.meanapf  endapgeriog  the  Suta.  A# 
Offioors,  they  ha?e  don  their  duty ;  but  the  backwardnee  (or  nether 
Opposition)  of  a  few,  ezceediog)]^  Impede  their  March.  A  Qumbev. 
of  Peopb)  who  hitherto  have  deoUredjigainBt  bearing  of  Arms  qa, 
Adc^  of  their  Religious  Prinoipals,  aa  well  others,  who  ha^e  lifted, 
Axms  in  defence  of  theii  Country,  have  Assembled  (as  Vm  told)  in, 
different  parts  of  the  County,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Mar^  of  tho^ 
ordered  to  Chester ;  openly  saying,  if  the  first  Class  marches,  we'l 
be  obliged  to  March  in  our  turn ;  but  if  prevented,  the  matter  wilt 
be  Settled.  I  therefore  thought  il  my  duty  to  wait  of  your  fixeel- 
lencie  for  particular  Instructions  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  a  General 
rule  for  the  line  of  my  Conduct  throughout  that  department,  not 
being  willing  to  undertake  any  thing  that  I  was  not  able  to  go 
through  with,  or  receive  all  necisary  Aid.  The  Militia  Law  points 
out  to  me^  that  Fm  to  find  Subsdtiites  for  all  men  without  eo^cepHon^ 
who  refuse  to  March  three  days  after  being  called ;  is  this  the  Case, 
fbw  men  you'l  find  to  Say,  il  Answers  me  to  stand  my  drangtit  two 
Months  in  the  Militia.  I  have  offered  ten  Pounds  ^  month  for  Sub- 
stitutes, but  can't  proeure  them  for  that  money,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  Sufficient  number  of  People  Offering  their  Service.  I  would 
be  glad  to  have  that  part  of  the  Law  ezpluned,  a$  to  finding  Svh- 
9tituU$  an  a$  recuonable  tervu  (u-may  be^  ihsA  I  might  know  th^ 
lei^tha  I  might  Venture  to  proceed. 

X  our  Ezo^encies  Attention  to  this  Matter,  will  Oblidge  iPxiendft 
to  their  Country,  &  particularly  your  Ezcellenoies  moat  Obed^ 
Humble  Servant, 

BARTRBM  GALBRAITH,  Col.  on  Oom*. 

Lane  CoHy. 
*   Philad*,2-June,177T. 


J.   HiLTZHKIMBE  TO   CoL.  MaTLACK,  1777. 

June  2-,  1777.    • 
Sir. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Desired  I  would  Enauirc^ 
whetho*  the  Present  Possessors,  Mess.  Philip  Odenheimer  &  Philip 
Ball,  have  a  Lease  on  the  Piece  of  Meadow  belonging  to  M**  Gallo- 
wav,  on  this  side  of  Schuylkill ;  Am  Informed  by  Ahr*  Kintsdng 
and  Caleb  Ash  that  they  have  Not 

Am,  Sir,  your  hu?*  Serv* 

J.  HILTZHEIMER. 
"Dtrectedj 
TbColo«T.  MatWcf  ....,• 
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3AM'li  WSTHXftXLL^  Jb.,  TO  BOA&O  OV  WaB  OF  PbKKS^  1777. 

Philadelphia,  6in%  5,  ln7.    ' 
The  Honourable  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  War. 
Gentlemen^ 

My  son  now  presents  you  with  my  account  for  the  Cloths  which 
I  have  delivered  you ;  the  two  first  obaiged  in  the  Aco**  are  particu- 
lar peioes,  I  g^ve  an  extraordinary  price  for  the  wool  which  made 
them,  and  the  workmanship  Qost  me  considerably  more  than  common 
goods ;  they  were  both  intended  for  superfine  Red,  but  one  of  them 
not  Milling  so  regularly  as  it  should  for  fine  Cloth,  the  fuller,  as  is 
customary  with  such  pieces,  made  a  Coating  of  it,  the  whole  I  have 
delivered  you  were  made  before  our  agreement,  and  are  not  samples 
of  what  I  shall  make.  I  have  now  at  the  fullers,  and  expect  soon 
to  deliver  you  such  as  I  suppose  you  want,  and  such  as  I  understand 
to  be  aooovding  to  agreement,  but  I  expect  it  will  be  scarce  possible 
to  make  much  Cloth  even  at  the  Highest  Price  I  mentioned,  which 
was  27  6.  A  quantity  vou  are  to  have  at  25,  there  appears  but 
little  wool  to.  be  had  unless  it  be  at  such  an  extravagant  price  as 
almost  discourages  me  proceeding  on  in  the  Woolen  branch  of  mjr 
business.  Some  who  had  engaged  to  let  me  have  Wool  at  7  6  ^  fb^ 
now  part  with  it  with  reluctance,  &  think  they  sold  it  too  Cheap ; 
such  are  the  extravagant  Ideas  of  some  People;  my  Spinners  & 
Weavers  have  double  their  Wages,  &  labour  in  every  Branch  nearlv 
so,  so  that  upon  the  Whole  Cloth  cannot  be  made  but  at  an  exceed- 
ing high  Price  indeed.  If  you  are  Willing  to  give  a  price  addequato 
to  the  advance  of  Wool,  &e.,  I  will  continue  to  make  for  you,  but 
if  they  come  too  high,  &  you  can  import  them  Cheaper,  you  will 
please  to  let  me  know,  and  I  shall  command  my  business  accordipgly. 
.  from  your  friend, 

BAM.  WETHESIUi^  Ju'r.* 
Direeeed, 

To  The  Honourable^  The  Pennsylvania  Board  of  War. 


Resolutions  oi  Genebal  Assembly,  ITTT. 
'  In  Oeaeral  Assembly  fer  the  Oommon  Wealth  of  Pennsykatiia. 

Friday,  June  6th,  1777. 
George  Henry,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  having 
removed  to  a  considerable  distance  therefrom,,  and  thereupon  re- 
signed his  said  ofiee«    William  Henry,  Esquire,  was  unanimously 
'  appointed  Lieotenant  of  the  said  City. 

•  Bee  yage  842. 
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Ob  Motion. 

Resolved,  That  Ephraim  Bonbam  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 
one  of  the  Sab  Lieutenants  of  the  said  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Friday,  June  10th,  1777. 
It  being  represented  to  the  House,  that  it  was  neoessary  that 
another  Sub-Lieutenant  should  lie  appointed  for'the  City  of  Philad% 
it  was  thereupon — 

Resofved,  unanimously,  That  William  Simple,  Esq',  be,  and  ha 
Is  hereby  appointed  a  Sub-Lieutenant  of  the  said  City  of  Phikd*. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 
Ol*"  Gen'  Aati^. 


Rbsolution  op  General  Assembly,  1777. 

Friday  June  6th,  1777. 
In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

.  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  of  Walter 
fiall,  and  after  a  full  consideration  thereof  &  also  of  the  inconvenien- 
cies  which  happen  to  many  of  the  good  People  of  this  Comon  Wealtl^ 
from  the  present  unsettled  State  of  Public  Affairs,  in  order  to  afford 
some  Relief  in  this  and  cases  of  a  Similar  Nature,  it  was 
Resolved, 

That  where  any  Person  who  is  Indebted  to  another  and  is  about 
to  remove  out  of  this  State  without  paying  his  Debts,*  his  Excel- 
lency the  President  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  Vice  President  or 
any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  City  or  County  where  such 
Debtor  shall  be  or  reside,  shall  after  proof  made  before  him  or  them 
of  the  Justice  or  Reality  of  the  said  Debt  and  of  the  Debtors  Inten- 
tion of  Removing,  Issue  a  warrant  under  his  or  their  Hands  &  Seals 
directed  to  such  person  or  persons  as  he  or  they  may  think  proper, 
oommandingthe  said  Debtor  to  be  brought  before  him  or  them,  and 
he  or  the  said  Justices  shall  Commit  such  Debtor  to  the  Common 
Jail  of  the  City  or  County  respectively  unless  the  said  Debtor  shall 
then  &  there  pay  the  money  due,  or  give  such  Security  to  pay  the 
money  in  such  Reasonable  Time  as  the  said  President  Vice  Presi- 
dent or  two  Justices  shall  in  their  discretion  think  proper.  Provi- 
ded that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  Soldiers  regularly 
Inlisted  who  are  Indebted  in  a  less  sum  than  Fifty  Dollan :  Apd 
that  no  Power  or  Authority  given  by  this  Resolve  shall  Continue 
longer  than  until  Remedies  may  be  had  in  the  usual  Course  of  Jus- 
tice. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

JOHN  MORRIS  Jun. 

Oik.  oftheGenl.  Afls'y. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  215. 
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BfiSOLUTiOKs  ov  GiNiBAL  Abskmblt  1777. 

Tuesday  Jane  lOlh.  1777.     ' 
In  General  ABsemUj  for  the  State  of  PennsjlvaDia. 

The  Houee  resumed  the  GoDaideration  of  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
mittee reepectaiig  the  AmigDment  of  the  Tioopt  of  this  State  to  tho 
Congress,  and  it  was  thereupon 

Kesolvwiy  that  this  House  do  heartily  oonour  with  his  Ezoellency 
the  President  and  Council  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  transfer  to  the 
Honble  the  Continental  Congress,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Regiment, 
comanded  by  Col*  Bull,  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  commanded  by 
Cop.  Proctor  &  Capt.  Pugh's  Company  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  the  Powder  Mills. 

That  his  Excellency  the  President  ft  Council  be  and  they  are 
hweby  anthorized  and  Impowered  to  Negotiate  ft  Settle  the  said 
Transfer  or  assignment  with  the  Congress  on  such  Terms  and  Condi- 
tions as  to  them  shall  seem  most  proper,  so  as  to  have  said  Th>ope 
eredited  to  the  Quota  of  Men  to  be  furnished  by  this  State. 

And  also  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  procure  Capt  Weaver'a 
Company  raised  at  Lancaster  for  the  Use  of  the  United  States  to  be 
placed  to  the  Credit  of  the  same  Account. 

Extract  from  the  Minutesy 

JOHN  MORRIS  Jun. 

Clerk  of  Gen»  Ass'y.  * 


D.  RiTTBNHOUSB  TO  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  snm  at  present  in  the  Treasury  is  about  Ten  Thousand 
pminds.  Col'  Rirkbride  has  just  now  presented  an  order  for  £1500 
which  will  reduce  it  to  £8600. 

'  Your  Humb"»  Servant, 

DAV«  BITTENHOUSB. 
Philadelphia,  June  10»%  1777. 
Dtrectedy 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'. 

«  Bee  Colon.  Beo.  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  216,  218. 
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R»BOLtrTi<m^  ov  Assbmblt,  1777. 

Iq  Q^eitl  Afl^ambly  of  the  Common- Wealth  of  PennsyhaDia. 

Toesday,  June  10«,  1777. 

Oeneral  Mifflin  desired  to  be  Introdneed  into  the  Honse,  which 
being  aeoordingly  done,  he  Informed  them  that  he  had  it  in  Chargie 
from  his  Excellency  Gen>  Washington  to  assnre  them  that  it  was 
his  firm  Opinion  that  the  Enemy's  Army  meditated  a  sudden  and 
Immediate  attack  upon  some  part  of  this  State,  and  that  he  therefore 
earnestly  requested  that  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  particularly 
of  this  Oity  8i  its  neighbourhood,  might  be  ordered  to  hold  them- 
eelves  in  ReadinesB  to  march  at  a  momenta  warning  to  such  places 
as  may  be  necessary. 

It  was  thereupon  Resolved  that  Doc*.  Gardner  and  Mr.  McOlean* 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  and  Council  k  Inform 
them  of  the  said  Intelligence ;  and  request  them  in  the  Name  of 
this  House  to  take  the  most  speedy  &  effectual  measures  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  his  Excellency  the  Generals  Message  &  frustrate  the^ 
Hostile  Intentions  of  the  Enemy. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS, 

Cl'k  Gen'l  Ass'y. 


Adam  IIublby  to  Board  op  War  op  Pbnna.,  1777. 
Mount-prospect,  near  Bound-brook,  June  10%  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  of  y«  5^  Instant  reoeiv'd  yesterday,  you  desire  a  General 
state^  of  the  Regiment  to  be  made  immediately.  I  must  bc^  yoar 
Indulgence  for  a  few  days,  as  its  not  in  my  power  to  do  it  until  Fna 
furnished  with  the  pay  &  muster  rolls  of  the  Regiment,  which  I  expect 
every  hour,  I  have  ordered  them  to  this  place  with  y  pay-master. 
I'm  indeed  anxious  to  comply  with  your  request,  as  I  look  upon  it 
a  most  esential  matter^  and  will  scarcely  admit  of  any  delay.  I  hope 
to  be  ready  for  you  in  a  very  short  time. 

Our  present  situation  is  such,  that  we  know  not  y«  moment  wa 
shall  march  from  this  place,  we  are  at  this  moment  ordered  to  lye 
on  our  arms.  The  Enemy  are  certainly  in  motion  ft  mean  to  move 
shortly.  What  course  they  mean  to  steer  we  know  not,  numbers  of 
deserters  come  in  to  us  daily,  they  all  agree  they  are  in  motion,  and 
they  (y"*  deserters)  are  told  they  mean  to  bend  their  course  fbr 

*.Seo  Colon.  Rec.  VoL  XL  pp,  215,  217.^ 


PIkilMK-OimifODs  wiHi  US;  diillBr,  However  «  few  days  will  itttiBfy- 
ns — ^Bzeiue  baete. 

Tour  Obedient  Seirant, 

ADAM  HUBLET,  Jr., 

L*  C  lO"*  Reg*. 
JJfrecUd, 

The  Hon»«  the  Board  of  War  for  the  State  of  Pennsjlvaniay 
Philadelphia. 

Fav'd  by     ) 
Mr.  Keen,  j 


Resolution  of  Congress,  "1777. 

In  CoDgreBS;  11  Jone^  1777. 
Besolved, 

That,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  viewing  the  Weeks  ereoted 
for  the  defence  of  the  River  Delaware,  together  with  the  Resolution 
for  calling  oat  500  of  the  New  Jersey  Muitia  be  communicated  to 
the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn<* 
sylvania,  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  them,  in  Con- 
junction  with  General  Mifflin  and  Monsieur  DuCoudray,  to  carry 
into  Ejcecution  the  most  effectual  measures  for  defending  the  River 
Delaware. 

Copy  from  the  JoumalS| 

WILLIAM  Ch.  HOUSTON,  Dep.  Sec'y. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777« 

In  Congress,  June  11%  1777. 

Resolved, 

That  Govemour  Livingston  be  requested  forthwith  to  order  out 
500  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New-Jersey  to  assist  in  compleat- 
ing  the  Works  now  erecting  at  Billing's  Port  for  the  Defence  of  the 
River  Delaware,  it  being  of  the  utmost  Consequence  that  the  Forti^ 
fieations  at  that  Place,  should  be  compleated  without  Delay. 

Resolved, 

That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  viewing  the  Works  ereoiei 
r<Hr  the  Defence  of  the  River  Delaware  together  with  the  Reeololio* 


860  PENNSTLTANU  ABGHIVBS  1777.      . 

9 

for  MUiog  «Qt  600  of  tlie  N^w^eney  HOitit,  U  ooaittitBioaied  lo 
tlie  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Coanoil  of  the  State  of  Pemi-, 
aylvania,  and  that  it  be  earnestly  reoommended  to  them,  in  Con- 
janotion  with  (General  Mifflin  and  Monsieur  DaCondray  to  carry  into 
JSzeoution  the  most  effectual  measures  for  defending  the  Biver  Dela- 
ware. 

Besolved,  » 

That  the  Continental  Navy-Board,  or  Board  of  Assistents  to  the 
Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to  direct  the  Commanders  of  the 
several  Continental  Ships,  Gallics,  and  other  armed  vessels  now  in 
the  Delaware,  to  co-operate  with  the  Naval  Force  of  Pennsylvania 
in  defending  the  several  Capes  thereof,  should  the  Enemy  make  any 
attempts  thereon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Observations  on  the  Forts  intended  for  the  Defence  of  the  two 
passages  of  the  River  DelawarCi 

Fort  at  Billinqsport. 

1.  As  to  the  Situation,  it  is  well  chosen,  it  commands  the  River 
in  the  narrowest  Part  I  have  seen^  and  is  the  most  capable  of  De- 
fence. 

2.  As  to  the  Plan  or  Projection,  it  is  very  bad.  The  object  in 
view  ought  to  have  been  to  defend  the  Chain  of  C he vaux-de- Prize, 
which  bar  the  River.  For  that  purpose  30  or  40  Cannon  well  placed 
would  have  been  sufficient.  The  edge  of  the  Scarp  would  have 
afforded  Room  enough ;  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  shut  the  gorge 
of  the  Battery,  so  that  the  Enemy  might  be  obliged  to  land  and 
open  Trenches,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  it.  And  in  the  par* 
ticular  circumstances  in  which  this  Fort  was  begun,  it  was  necessary 
in  6  weeks  or  two  months  to  have  had  something  ffnished  to  answer 
the  end  proposed.  But  to  complete  it  agreeable  to  the  present  cir- 
eumference,  and  to  finish  the  half-moon  necessary  to  command  the 
Beighth  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  would  require  at  least 
four  or  five  Months,  provided  it  were  well  constructed  and  A  great 
number  of  men  were  employed,  in  as  much  as  the  soil  is  the  most 
nnfavourahle  that  can  be  met  with. 

Besides  the  Length  of  Time,  which  the  plan  of  this  work  would 
require  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  another  inconvedienoe 
attends  it,  which  is,  that  it  would  reauire  for  its  defence,  a  more 
numerous  Oanison  than  could  be  spared  from  the  Army,  for  it  would 
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wqmtt  «fc  lewt/b  2000  nep,  as^  from  tbe  6«d»e8i  of  the  »oii,  the 
Enemy's  Cannon  would  soon  make  great  Dea^niotion,  whioh  must 
be  repaired  every  Night,  to  prevent  the  works  from  being  storated. 

8.  As  to  the  Execution  ctf  these  works,  I  find  it  to  be  without 
judsment.  Tbe  Pkeks  and  Piles  to  support  the  sand  are  not  half 
thi<u[  enough.  The  Piles  instead  of  being  inclined  to  bear  against 
the  Bank,  have  been  fixed  perpendicular  and  are  already  overturned. 
Instead  of  placing  the  Batteries  destined  to  fire  on  the  River,  on  the 
Border  of  the  Scarp,  they  have  placed  them  7  or  8  Fathoms  back, 
which  removes  them  farther  from  their  objects,  and  exposes  them 
to  Che  Enemy's  attempts  at  the  bottom  of  the  Scarp.  And  suppose 
the  works  completed,  only  one  Piece  of  Cannon  can  do  Execution ;  in- 
stead of  making  use  of  the  ground  which  forms  the  Border  of  tbe 
Scarp,  and  which  is  firm  on  tbe  superficies,  and  supported,  at  least 
for  some  depth  by  the  fioots  ef  Trees  which  grow  there,  they  have 
msed  a  great  part  of  tbe  Breastwork  with  loose  sand  in  the  manner 
before  mentioned,  and  have  taken  tbe  trouble  to  sink  a  Ditch,  which 
might  have  been  spared,  as  the  Scarp  answered  the  Purpose.  From 
whence  it  appears  that  no  dependence  can  be  put  upon  this  work,  as 
it  cannot  be  finished  in  time  add  requires  too  great  a  number  of  men 
and  artillery  for  its  Defense. 

To  defend  tbe  Chain  of  Cbevaux-d^-Frize  which  bars  the  Biver 
opposite  to  the  Fort,  all  dependence  for  the  present  must  be  on  the 
Floating-Batteries  and  Gondolas  which  are  ready,  or  which  can  soon 
be  so.  Some  use  however  can  be  made  of  a  Fart  of  the  Fort,  of 
which  we  have  been  speaking ;  and  for  this  purpose  there  should  be 
a  battery  fixed  in  each  of  tbe  two  Demi-Bastions  on  tbe  side  of  the 
Biver,  and  by  cutting  those  two  Demi-Bastions  by  tbe  Gorge  and 
the  angle  of  the  Flanx,  they  will  each  be  transformed  into  a  ]£3doubt 
with  font  Fronts,  each  of  these  Redoubts  may  be  secured  against  a 
Coupe  de  Main  by  covering  them  with  a  double  Ditch  and  Palli- 
jados  in  tbe  bottom  of  the  Ditch. 

It  will  then  be  necessary  to  level  all  those  Parts  of  the  Fort  which 
may  serve  to  cover  the  Enemy. 

These  two  Works  by  means  of  1500  or  2000  Labourers  well 
directed  may  be  executed  in  20  Days ;  and  in  my  opinion  this  is  all 
that  can  be  done  in  tbe  present  situation  of  affairs. 

I  would  advise  to  hazard  in  those  Redoubts  only  4  or  600  men 
with  25  or  80  Pieces  of  Cannon,  still  observing  that  it  is  not  upon 
them,  but  on  tbe  Floating  Batteries  supported  by  those  Redoubts 
that  the  defence  of  the  Chevaux-de-Frize  depends. 

In  times  less  urgent  than  the  present,  a  better  use  might  be  made 
of  this  Place,  but  bv  reason  of  the  Badness  of  the  soil,  nothing  solid 
can  be  constructed  but  by  extreme  expense. 

Unless  shoal  Water  prevents  the  Enemy  from  going  to  the  opposite 
Bide  of  the  River,  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  on  the  opposite 
Island^  another  battery  of  15  or  20  ^uns,  which  must  also  be  forti- 
fied.   This  may  be  performed  with  little  expense  on  account  of  the 
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goodness  of  the  Soil  and  the  Fadlitj  of  making  use  of  the  Biyer  to 
cover  it  by  wide  and  deep  Ditches. 

The  Port. 

The  fort  is  badly  situated }  the  Battery  which  forms  its  principal 
object  is  improperly  directed,  which  renders  Half  the  guns  useless : 
The  embrasures  are  badly  constructed,  too  open  on  the  inside,  and 
not  sufficiently  open  without,  some  are  directed  obliquely  without 
any  motive;  the  interiour  slopiogs  are  too  straight,  and  by  this  means 
begin  already  to  tumble  down. 

This  Fort  cannot  prevent  the  passsge  of  the  Enemy,  and  when 
they  have  passed,  it  can  be  of  no  use,  consequently  it  can  answer  no 
valuable  purpose. 

Fort  at  Rbd  Bank. 

This  fort  is  better  conceived,  directed,  and  executed  than  either 
of  those  above  mentioned.  Xt  does  the  more  Honour  to  Colonel  Bull, 
as  he  had  no  other  assistance  than  natural  good-sense  unenlightened 
by  theory.  This  is  perceivable  from  a  view  of  it.  There  arc  indeed 
Faults  in  the  Plan,  and  in  the  execution,  but  they  do  not  render  it 
useless  as  the  two  former  forts.  If  we  may  judge  by  the  proportion 
of  the  work  already  finished,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  the  whole 
will  be  in  a  state  of  Defence  in  the  Course  of  a  Fortnight. 

What  unfortunately  renders  this  Fort  of.  little  or  no  consequence 
is  this,  it's  object  is,  and  can  be  no  other  than  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  taking  Possession  of  the  Heighth  upon  which  it  is  situated,  in 
order  to  establish  Batteries  and  thereby  oblige  the  galliesand  Float- 
ing-Batteries employed  in  supporting  the  Chain  of  Chevaux-de-Frize, 
to  retreat.  But  this  Case  could  never  happen,  unless  the  Enemy 
should  be  exposed  to  a  fire  from  the  Floating-Batteries  and  Oallies 
which  they  could  not  silence  with  their  Ships.  This  would  oblige 
them  to  land  men  and  artillery,  to  occupy  by  Force,  the  Highth  in 
Question,  and  then  fire  on  the  Floating-Batteries  and  gallies  occupied 
in  supporting  the  Chain.  But  the  situation  of  the  place  will  not 
permit  such  an  Idea;  for  the  Kiver  is  here  so  wide  that  if  the  States 
had  four  times  as  many  gallies,  Ships,  and  Batteries  as  they  have  at 
this  place  and  above  it,  the  Enemy  we  must  think,  would  still  have 
a  superior  Fire,  as  the  width  of  the  River  would  allow  them  to 
employ  a  greater  number  of  Ships.  If  by  this  means,  they  succeed 
in  beating  off  the  Gallies  and  Floating-Batteries,  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed they  will  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  landing  to  atta^ 
Colonel  Bull's  Fort. 

Therefore  I  look  upon  this  Fort  as  useless  with  Respect  to  the 
object  for  which  it  was  intended,  viz.,  to  contribute  in  obstructing 
the  passage  of  the  River,  and  preventing  the  enemy  from  possessing 
the  Highth  it  commands. 

This  passage  is  much  too  wide  to  be  defended  by  the  present 
means.    I  would  therefore  advise  to  carry  all  the  m^ans  of  Defend 
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io  Ike  pftBsage  ftt  Billingsport.  This  place  10  iocompanb^  moi^ 
capable  of  support,  and  it  is  better  to  make  a  repntable  stand  in  one 
plaeei  than  to  defend  two  in  an  indifferent  manner.  The  Gallies  and 
Floating- Batteries  removed  thither,  will  make  up  for  the  Insufficiency 
of  the  intrenched  Battery,  which  I  would  propoee  to  substitute  iti 
place  of  the  present  Fort,  and  of  that  which  I  still  think  ought  to  be 
erected  at  the  Point  of  the  Island,  the  River  being  mneh  narrower 
in  this  place  than  in  that  of  which  we  have  been  speaking.  The 
Oallies  and  Batteries  may  more  easily  make  Head  against  the  Enemy 
who  will  not  be  able  to  make  so  great  a  Fire,  and  will  be  obliged  to 
bear  a  much  nearer  dne,  and  better  supported,  than  eould  be  oppoeed 
io  them  at  Red-Bank.  The  cannon  at  this  Fort  might  partly  servtB 
for  the  Batteries  at  Billingsport.  I  would  not  however  advise  to 
demolish  the  Battery  a^R^-Bank.  But  to  leave  there  two  or  three 
of  the  poorest  of  the  Cannon. 

I  would  also  advise  to  remove  from  this  Line  no  more  Gheveatnt 
de  Frize  than  would  be  judged  necessary  to  eeottre  by  three  Bowtf, 
the  Passage  of  Billingsport. 

I  also  advise  to  preserve  Colonel  Builds  Fort.  Thereby  yon  may 
induce  the  Enemy  to  believe  they  would  have  a  second  Line  of 
obstacles  to  encounter  after  they  had  surmounted  the  first;  and 
besides  for  another  ReasoUi  which  appears  to  me  a  very  important 
one,  especially  in  the  present  Circumstances  of  Affairs,  the  Govern- 
ment would  escape  the  Censure  of  Inconsideration  and  mistakeSi 
which  the  evil-minded  are  always  ready  to  pass,  and  the  People  to 
adopt,  when  they  see  works,  which  have  been  erected  with  mucli 
Labour  and  Expense,  pulled  down.  For  the  same  Reason,  I  weuld 
propose  to  preserve  in  Colonel  Jones's  Fort,  all  that  will  not  be  of 
service  to  the  Enemy  in  Case  they  should  attack  the  RedoubtSi 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  substituted  in  Place  of  this  Fort. 

My  Thoughts  on  the  above  Subjects,  as  here  expressed,  seem  the 
better  fonndedyas  they  appeared  to  conform  with  the  Ideas  of  Gene- 
ral Arnold,  to  whom  1  had  the  Honour  to  communicate  them,  as  far 
as  the  Difference  of  Language  would  permit ;  and  also  with  those 
of  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Shea,  by  whom  X  had  the  advantage  of  being 
understood. 

(Signed)  DU  COUDRAT. 
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Col.  Ja's  Chambbbs  to  Board  of  War  of  !PBims*A,  ItTt. 

Mount  Prospeot  Camp.  13th  Jone,  1777. 
Bir, 

I  Iveoeived  your  favour  of  tha  5*^  lost.;  with  the  order  from  (he 
board  of  war,  to  make  Return  of  all  tho  men  Recruited  for  the 
Beg*  SiBoe  the  16^  of  Sept'  IasL  I  ma  Sorry  it  is  not  in  njr 
poweri  for  under  my  present  Ciroumstancee  it  is  an  imposability,  lyi 
four  of  ay  Ca|)t*  ia  on  the  Bocruiting  Service^  and  Some  of  tbemi 
Since  that  time.  Left  the  BegS  and  others  promoted*  and  the  nnaetled 
way  of  Beg*  8inoe  the  Betreat  of  the  Armj  Last  Winter — their 
papers  is  Soattered  in  the  diffesent  parts  where  their  Baggage 
w«a  aenty  and  they  have  not  yet  Oot  th^m  Collected — howevoTi 
I  will  give  you  the  present  State  of  the  Beg%  and  aa  soon  as  the 
^ffieoM  Betwraa  I  will  make  you  a  Beport  agreeable  to  your  order; 
,ihe  Late  appointed  officers  is  on  the  Becruitiuff  Service,  And  wheather 
they  will  all  Joyn  me  or  not  I  cannot  tell,  out  as  you  have  a  Liat 
ioi  the  cSeen  of  the  Beg*,  I  Shall  Give  7ou  onlj  a  Betum  of  the 
iliroii  Oomoisaioned  efficecs  &  privates. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  Greatest  Beapect, 
Your  most  ob*  Hu«  Serv*, 

JAMES  CHAMBEBS,  Col.  >^aBg*. 
^iWenAMi, 

On  publiok  Service.  To  Owin  BiddLe,  Pres-dent  id  the  Penn- 
i^lvaniia  Board  of  War. 

.£avpuied  by  Miyor  Jliller.  ^ 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Col.  Matlack,  177T. 

June  ISih,  1777. 

I  am  directed  b^  Mtg'  Gen^  Mifflin  to  desire  you  will,  in  hia 
name,  request  of  his  Exoell'y  &  the  Hon^'«  Executive  Council,  an 
order  to  the  Constables  of  the  different  townships,  at  a  reasonable 
diatttnae  from  this  City,  to  collect  a  number  of  Waggons,  which  he 
thinks  win  be  a  more  eligible  mode  thsn  employing  the  Military  in 
pressing  them.  The  General  thinks  200  Waggons  will  be  necessary, 
but  for  the  present  half  the  number  may,  with  what  can  be  volun- 
tarily hired;  serve. 

I  am  S', 

Your  most  obed'  servS 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T  M.* 
Directed^ 
To  Colonel  Matlack. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  222,  228. 


FEUKSSliTANIi.  AXCHIVIS  ITH.  SIS 

COUKOIL  TO  THE  LlBUTBNANTS  OF  THB  CoUWriBS,   ITTT. 

In  Coundli  June  ISth,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  mj  letter  of  the  25th  April,  I  requested  joa  to  (o  exert  your- 
self to  arraoge  the  Militia  of  joar  coanty  agreable  to  a  law  of  th« 
Aeoeral  AMenbly,  and  imtnediately  to  order  out  the  flrst  data  in 
oonaequenoe  of  a  reeolye  of  Oongresa.  I  ean  have  no  doubt  of  joav 
firm  attachment  to  our  oause  and  of  your  ready  complyanoe  with 
auoh  orders  as  you  may  reoeiye  from  the  Council  in  the  fine  of  your 
duty,  and  therefore  conclude  the  Militia  of  your  county  to  be  in  such 
forwardness  as  they  will  soon  appear  at  Camp,  where  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  have  them  supplied  with  such  articles  as  you  cannot 
possibly  proeare  for  them. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  is  of  opinion  that  the  enemy 
meditate  an  immediate  attadt  against  this  State,  which  by  the  assist- 
of  their  ships  (and  we  are  told  they  are  in  perfect  readiness)  tbay 
piay  make  in  such  a  quarter  as  we  may  least  expect.  I  therefore 
have  been  for  some  time  impatiently  expecting  to  hear  that  the  first 
class  of  y  County  Militia  had  joined  the  Camp  forming  at  ' , 

and  that  the  second  was  ready  to  march  on  the  shortest  netloe. 


CoyidssioiiSRS  OF  LAKcieTBB  TO  William  Atlbb,  1777. 

Lancaster;  the  I4th  June,  177T* 
Sir,  ' 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  this  County  for 
aiding  and  assisting  the  Board  of  Warr  in  carrying  into  execution 
such  measures  as  may  be  recommended  for  the  safety  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  mention  that  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Board 
of  the  2d  of  May  past,  wa  have  assessed  the  diffiumt  Townships  in 
ibis  County  in  such  manner  as  we  thought  best  to  procure  the  five 
Handled  Bhmhets,  itmnred  of  the  County ;  and  have  already  re- 
ceived in  about  three  hundred  Blankets,  which  will  be  pecked  ujp 
and  sent  to  Philadelphia  the  beginning  of  next  Week.  The  residue 
bt  the  Blankets  required  of  us  we  shall  endeavour  to  have  eolleoted 
as  expeditiously  as  possible.  They  come  fairii,  being  appraised  at 
about  Three  Brands  each  on  an  averaffe.  Those  which  have  come 
fat  we  have  advanced  the  money  for,  and  therefore  request  the  Beard 
will  be  pleased  to  forward  us  such  a  Bum  of  Money  as  will  enable 
us  to  reimburse  ourselves  &  pay  for  the  remainder. 

Mr.  Singer,  who  is  the  bearar  of  this,  Will  aetan  in  a  day  or  iW0| 
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&  will  doubtless  take  charge  of  any  matters  the  Board  may  choose 
to  mtnist  him  with  for  us. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Bj  order  of  the  Commiss'rs, 

jour  most  obed't  Senr't, 

WILL.  ATLEE,  Ch'n. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Warr  of  tho 
State  of  PeDDsyhaniA. 

^  Mr.  Singer. 


Wm.  Ch.  Houston  to  Council,  1777. 

Saturday  afternoon,  14  Jane,  1777. 
Siry 

Am  directed  by  Congress  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  Besolution 
of  this  Day,  and 

hare  tbQ  Honour  to  be 

with  all  Respect 

Your  most  obed^ 

h^ble  Servant, 
WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON. 

ZHnctcdf 

His  Excellency  the  President,  or  The  Hon'ble  the  Vice  President . 
of  Council,  State  Pennsylvania. 


Bebolution  ov  Gonobbbs,  1777. 

In  CoDgreiSy  14  June,  1777* 

Resolved, 

That  Major  General  Arnold  be  authorized  to  take  upon  him  the 
Command  of  all  the  militia  now  at  Bristol  and  on  every  other  part 
of  the  River  Delaware  to  the  Eastward  of  Philadelphia,  which  have 
been  called  forth  into  Service  by  a  Kequiaition  of  the  twenty*fourth 
I)ay  of  April  last,  and  that  he  be  authorised  to  dispose  of  himself, 
and  the  Troops  under  his  command  in  such  a  manner  as  he  shall 
deeyi  best  adapted  to  promote  the  publick  service. 
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Ordendy 

That  a  Copy  of  this  ReBoIntion  be  sent  to  the  President  and  Su- 
preme Ezecative  Council  of  the  State  of  PennsjiTania  for  their 
ooneurrenoe. 

Copy  from  the  Journals  of  Congress. 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  Dep.  Seo. 


BioHABD  W.  Stockton  to  Oobtland  Skinnsr,  B.  Q.  1777. 

.    Philada.  State  Prison,  June  15th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  just  now  setting  off  from  this  Place  for  York  Town  ^th  all 
the  People  that  came  with  me  Sc  many  others  that  are  eonfin'd  here. 
I  have  been  this  long  Time  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health  myself, 
but  am  getting  something  better,  the  men  are  in  general  in  good 
health  but  much  in  want  of  clothing,  being  almost  naked,  we  are  also 
in  much  want  of  some  Cash  as  every  thing  is  at  most  extravagant 
rate  here,  which  hath  quite  run  me  out  Therefore  if  you  would 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  the  Men's  Cloathing  ft  Money 
which  we  are  greatly  Distressed  for,  it  will  greatly  oblige  me,  I  have 
sent  you  several  Letters  but  as  yet  have  received  no  answer  which 
makes  me  think  I  am  quite  forgotten. 
Your  Compliance  will 

greatly  oblige  your 

Most  obedient  ft  very 

Bumble  Serv* 
RICHARD  W.  STOCKTON. 
Directed, 
To  Cortland  Skinner,  Esq.,  B.  G.,  of  the  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 
To  the  Care  of) 
Mr.  D.  Frank.     J 


Benedict  Arnold  to  ,  1777. 

Comers  Ferry,  June  15, 1777,  5*o'olk. 
D'  General, 

I  have  rec'd  no  intelligence  from  Gen.  Washington  since  4  o'clk 
last  evening,  at  which  time  the  enemy  were  encamped  at  Sommersett 
Court  House,  supposed  to  be  seven  thousand,  under  the  Command  of 
Generals  Howe  ft  Comwallis,  this  is  doubtless  their  main  body,  their 
first  design  seems  to  have  been  to  cut  off  Gen.  Sullivan's  retreat  ft 
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possess  tliemselyes  of  this  place,  finding  Qen.  Snllivan  had  frdttnted 
their  Intentions  by  a  forced  inarch,  they  appear  to  have  given  over 
^eir  first  design  k  now  wish  to  draw  Gen,  Washinffton  from  bid 
Strong  ground,  which  if  thej  can  effect  probably  a  Body  from  Bran** 
wick  will  take  possession  of  it,  Oen.  Washington  will  doubtless 
disappoint  them  as  he  remains  quiet  in  his  encampment.  The  militia 
turn  out  in  great  numbers  in  the  Jersies,  G^n.  Sullivan  has  gone  to 
Flemingtown  twelve  miles  from  this,  the  Troops  who  arrive  here  are 
immediately  sent  after  him,  I  am  very  fearful  the  enemy  will  retire 
io  Brunswick  before  you  arrive  with  your  reinforcements,  &  oblige 
us  to  attack  them  at  a  disadvantage,  for  fight  them  we  must,  wheal 
all  our  reinforcements  are  in  we  cannot  avoid  it  with  Bonor,  our  men 
are  in  high  spirits,  &  in  four  Days  we  shall  have  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  men.  Oen.  Putnam  has  8000  men  with  him.  Gen.  Waib* 
ington  has  wrote  three  Days  since  for  4000  to  be  sent  him  immedi- 
^ely.  Many  of  the  militia  have  little  Ammunition,  the  oartredgea 
sent  to  Bristol  will  soon  be  exhausted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send 
here  one  hundred  thousand  Cartredges  sorted,  a  QuarterMaster  is  also 
wanted — Gen.  Sullivan  has  joynd  him  no  person,  is  now  here  fit  for 
the  purpose. 

I  expect  every  minute  to  hear  from  our  Army&  the  Enemy  evexy 
intelligoaoe  of  oonsequenoe  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  directly. 
I  am  Xy  Gen., 

yours  &c.y 

Signed,  B.ARNOLD. 

P.  S.  11  o'clk,  P.  M. 

I  have  detained  the  Express  this  four  hours  in  expectation  of  hearing 
from  Gen.  Washington,  senmble  of  your  anxiety  in  not  hearing  from 
me  to  Day  I  have  sent  him  off,  &  will  immediately  dispatch  an  Ex- 
pren  on  advice  of  any  thing  of  consequence. 

Yours  &o.| 

B.  A. 


Lieutenant   Kirkbridb  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Bucks  County,  Sunday  Morning,  15**  Ju»,  1777. 

I  have  this  moment  Rec'd  Tour  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  18^ 
In^,  and  Can  asure  you  S^  that  the  Battallions  of  this  County,  com- 
posed of  the  1**  Class,  have  been  in  readiness  for  some  Weeks  past, 
and  are  Now,  by  General  Orders,  at  Corell's  Ferry.  I  will,  accord- 
ing to  your  Excely's  Orders,  Exert  myself  to  the  Utmost,  in  giting 
Oat  the  Second  Class — for  which  I  expcet  I  shall  want  many  armei 
&  Accoutrements. 
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With  rapeot  to  th*  Wagovs,  Notking  thM  be  wantiiig  on  my 
pait,  and  I  am  at  all  timaa  ready  to  Obey  jonr  Ordeia,  &  am  Yew 
BxDriieney'B  most  Obed* 

Ham*  Sery*, 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE,  Lieu*  B.  0. 
Directed^ 

To  Hie  Ezelency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Eflq%  President  of  the  Stuto 
— Pennsy*. 


Richard  M'Allistkr  to  Pbbsipbnt  Whartok,  1777* 

HanoTdr,  16»*  June,  1777. 

This  Moment  Rec'  y  Letter  by  Express.  I  have  Devouted  the 
Grateest  part  of  My  Time  in  Indeavouring  to  araioge  the  Militia  of 
this  Goanty  ;*and  I  believe  the  taske  will  be  too  hard  ftr  me,  aa  many 
Parts  of  it  will  not  meet  together  to  Do  any  thing. 

I  have  waited  on  several  Batalions  time  after  time ;  Can't  get 
them  to  Choose  an  Officer;  Others  is  in  Pretty  Good  forwardness. 
I  shall  Exert  Every  Power  in  me  to  Git  them  oat,  bat  am  share 
of  failing  with  at  least  the  half  or  more. 
I  shafi  not  loss  one  day,  k  will  write  y*  Hon'  of  my  saecess. 
I  am,  with  Dae  Respect, 

y^  Moat  Obedient  Ha»«  Ser*, 

R«  M'CALISTEB. 

[  To  The  Honorable  Tho*  Wharton,  Bsqr/,  President  of  the  Statf 
of  Penos'y,  Philadelphia. 
VBiprsas. 


Benjamin  FiiQVBB  to  ^Mssoaxni  Wharton,  1777. 

Eon.  Sir, 

M'  JaP  Byers,  who  la  the  Gentleman  ihat  has  Cast  the  Brai»€Mi' 
non  for  us,  ia  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  raadtDess  to  remove  with 
his  AppaxAtus,  Metal,  fto.,  at  a  moment's  waning  as  he  is  to  oontino* 
afc  hia  work  til  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  makea  it  necesniy  for  him 
to  ren^ove.  He  thinks  that  a  protection  from  year  Honoor  for  Ui 
PetSQii  will  he  neocsMiry  to  psevent  Im  being  takesi  flrom  the  Bevfioe 

1»* 
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ke  ifl  engtged  in,  and  dfanghfted  into  the  Mililia,  and  ordering  him 
eyery  aasistanoe  neceaniry  for  the  safety  and  removeal  of  himaelf  ft 
charge.  Your  Ezoellenoy's  compliance  with  the  above  request^  will 
oblige  your  mpst  Obed^  Hum.  Ser?% 

BENJ.  FLOWER, 
Gomis.  Oein«i  M.  Stores. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency,  Tho»  Wharton,  Pres'  S*  P. 
16  Jane,  1777,  Phil-. 


•  To  S.   HUNTBE  ITKOM  COUNCIL,    1777. 

Philadelphia,  June  16,  1777. 
13ir, .. 

A  letter  has  been  written  by  the  Qeneral  officers  to  you  and  the 
other  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  to  order  out  the  whole  Militia. 
Altho'  this  has  been  done  with  a,  good  intention,  as  they  are  leal- 
onsly  attached  to  our  cause,  yet  the  Council  are  of  opinion  it  may 
tend  to  confusion,  and  that  those  gentlemen  did  not  properly  consider 
the  embarrassment  that  would  ensue  upon  such  a  stop. 

From  the  intelligence  that  has  been  received  of  the  movement  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  certainty  of  their  design  of  invading  this  stato 
with  a  numerous  army,  the  Council  have  agreed,  that  it  is  necessary, 
and  have  ordered,  that  two  classes  of  the  Militia  of  Philadelphia, 
Chester,  Bucks,  Lancaster,  Cumberland,  York,  Berks  and  North- 
ampton, to  march  to  the  places  of  their  respective  destination. 
*  The  situation  and  circumstances  of  your  county  induce  the  Coun- 
cil to  order  but  one  class  of  your  Militia  into  the  Field.  I  do  there- 
fore hereby  order  you  to  array  and  bring  out  the  first  class  of  the 
MiliUa  of  your  county,  and  to  march  them  as  soon  as  possible  to 
Bristol,  on  the  Delaware.  And  further,  you  are  to  use  your  utmost 
diligence  in  setting  ready  the  second  class,  which,  it  is  but  too 
probable  will  be  called  upon  in  a  short  time.  You  are  to  obtain  as 
many  Blankets  and  Arms  fit  for  service  as  can  be  procured  in  the 
county ;  and  you  may  depend  on  it,  that  whatever  may  be-deficient, 
shall  be  snpplyed  to  them,  on  Uieir  arrival  at  Bristol. 

A  compliance  with  the  Militia  law,  is  the  only  means  whereby  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  of  delinquento  can  be  recovered ;  it  is  therefore 
recommended  by  the  Coancil,  that  a  strict  attention  be  paid  to  the 
direotions  of  that  law,  and  particularly  that  the  greatest  ngard  be 
had  to  that  part  of  it  which  direote  the  procuring  of  sulwtitntef, 
whom  you  are  to  exert  yourself  to  obtain,  by  every  means,  that  the 
law  will  justify. 

Aa  there  are  many  worthy  perBon9,  who  may  not  fall  into  the  first 
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or  seoond  dtm,  whoie  warm  uttaobmeat  to  tbe  oaiite  of  Fraadom 
may  iadaca  them  to  turn  out  as  Volunteers,  tbe  aenrioe  of  thooa 
GeniiemeD  will  be  thankfully  reoeived  by  tbe  CoaneiL  Ibia  I  bcf 
you  to  make  known  as  opportunity  offers. 

Direetedy 
To  Samuel  Hunter^  Esq^  Lieu*  of  tbe  County  of  Northumberland. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Prbsident  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Offioe,  June  16%  1777. 
Sir, 

By  Order  of  tbe  Board  of  War,  I  have  tbe  Honour  of  inclosing 
von  two  Besolvee  of  GongrcM,  to  tbe  latter  whereof  I  won'd  partiou- 
larly  request  your  immediate  attentioui  as  great  Inconvenieneea 
daily  arise  firom  the  Lists  of  the  Army  not  being  completely 
returned. 

You  will  be  pleased  also  to  render  an  account  to  tbe  Board  of  all 
monies  expended  on  account  of  Prisoners  of  War  &  sums  paid  le 
them.  You  will  be  pleased  to  be  very  exact  in  the  account,  and 
see  that  no  Charges  are  omitted  as  the  Bnemy  are  rigidly  aoonrate 
in  their  Charges  against  the  States  on  ace*  of  Prisoners.  All  Soma 
omitted  will  be  lost  by  the  State  wherein  the  Charge  waa  neglected 
to  be  made. 

I  baye  tbe  honor  to  be. 

Your  very  obedient  Servant,  ♦ 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

His  Exceircy  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Pennsilvania. 


War  Office, 
Richard  Peters, 


.,Sec'y.} 


In  Congress,  1**  April,  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  no  Officer  already  appointed,  or  to  be  hereafter  appointed 
in  tbe  Army  of  tbe  United  States,  shall  take  rank  by  Virtue  of  a 
Commission  antidated,  but  rank  shall  be  determined  by  the  time  of 
Appointment  unless  otherwise  directed  by  special  Resolution  of  Con- 
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Tbat  it  "he  reeottnended  to  the  Legislatures  and  in  tbeir  reeeas  to 
the  execntive  Powers  of  the  respeotive  States,  that  they  forthwith 
tmnsoiit  to  the  Board  of  War  exact  Lists  of  all  Officers  appointed 
hj  them  in  the  Continental  Army  with  the  dates  of  their  Commia- 
sions  and  Times  of  Appointment. 

S|:traot  from  the  Hinntes, 

CHARLBS  THOMSON,  Sec^ 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^^  Esq.,  President  of  the  Execn- 
tire  Gonncil  of  PennsylTania. 


CoUirCIL  TO  COKGRBSS,  1777. 

Jane  16«,  1777. 

The  great  aam  of  money  wanted  to  hire  snbstitntes  in  the  Militia 
now  oaUed  into  service  has  drained  onr  treasury — and  the  money 
•track  by  the  Assembly  cannot  be  signed  in  time  to  answer  the 
present  emergency — I  must  therefore  request  that  Congress  will  lend 
to  the  OonncS  the  sum  of  fifty  l^onsand  dollars,  and  care  shall  be 
taken  to  return  it  in  a  short  time-— eo  as  that  it  may  not  be  necessary 
io  pass  it  to  the  general  account  of  this  State.  I  hare  no  other 
resource  at  present,  and  therefore  am  un^er  the  necessity  S'  of  men- 
taontng  that  unless  Tm  suj^ly'd  by  Congress  the  MQitia  cannot 
ttavoh  for  some  Ikys. 

Directed, 
Hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq',  President  of  Congress,* 


Rbsolutiok  oTf  Gbnbral  Assbmblt;  1777. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  June  16%  1777. 
On 'Motion, 

Resohed  that  all  the  MUitia  men  of  this  State  now  going  into  the 
Fidd  be  allowed  a  gill  of  Rum  or  Whiskey  each  man  per  day  over 
&  besides  the  Rations  allowed  by  Congress,  &  that  the  Preaident  4^ 
Council  take  the  proper  method  of  supplying  the  same. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 

CFk  of  Gen' Asa'j. 
*  Sm  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  224. 
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Copt — Ojsiil.  Wabhington  to  ■  1777. 

Head  Quarters  Middle  Brook  Jane  17;  1777. 
Dr.  Sr., 

I  have  reo'  jour  fcTor  of  the  16  Ins^ — ^yon  mention  a  want  of 
^  intelliflence  respecting  mj  situation  and  that  of  the  enemys — as  to 
mine  the  midn  Body  of  our  Army  are  encamped  at  Middle  Brook 
and  considerable  force  nnder  Oen.  Sullivan  lies  at  Soarland  Hills^- 
onr  Position  is  strong  and  with  a  little  Labour  will  be  renderd  much 
more  sp— the  Passes  in  the  Mountains  are  most  of  them  extremely 
difficult  of  access  and  cannot  be  attempted  without  the  most  immi- 
nent Haaard — our  ri^ht  is  our  only  weak  part^but  two  or  three 
redoubts  will  pretty  effectually  remedy  its  defects — As  to  the  Bnemj 
they  are  very  strongly  posted  their  right  at  Brunswick  and  their  left 
at  Sommerset — they  are  well  forti&d  on  the  right  and  have  the 
Bariton  in  front  and  Milstone  on  the  left— in  this  situation  an  at- 
tack upon  them  would  not  be  Warranted  by  a  sufficient  prospect  of 
success  and  might  be  attended  with  the  most  ruinous  consequences 
— My  design  is  to  Collect  all  the  force  that  possibly  can  be  drawn 
from  other  quarters  to  this  Post  so  as  to  reduce  the  security  of  this 
Army  to  the  greatest  certainty  possible  and  to  be  in  a  condition  of 
embracing  any  fair  opportunity  that  may  offer  to  make  an  attack  on 
advantageous  terms.  In  the  mean  time  I  intend  by  Light  Bodies  of 
Militia  seconded  and  encouraged  by  a  few  Continental  Troops  to  Ha- 
rass and  diminish  their  number  oy  continual  skirmishes.  I  have 
ordered  all  the  Continental  Troops  at  the  Pecks  Kill  except  the  num- 
ber requisite  for  the  security  of  the  Post  to  hasten  on  to  the  Army 
and  shall  call  a  part  of  Oen.  SuIIivans  Troops  to  reinforce  our  Bight 
leaving  the  rest  at  &  about  Sourland  Hill  to  Gall  the  Flank  and  the 
Bear  of  the  Enemy— in  case  of  any  movement  towards  us  he  is  to 
endeavor  to  form  a  Jnnctiony  or  if  it  should  not  be  practicable  is  to 
give  them  all  the  Annoyance  he  can  on  the  rear  &  flank  according 
to  circumstances.  The  Views  of  the  Enemy  must  be  to  give  a  se- 
vere Blow  to  this  Army  and  to  get  Possession  of  Philada.  both  are 
objects  of  importance  but  the  former  is  &r  the  greatest.  While  we 
have  a  respectable  force  in  the  Field  every  acquisition  of  Territory 
tliey  may  make  will  be  precarious,  and  perhaps  Burthensome, 
but  were  this  not  the  case  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  they  will  not  move 
towards  Philad.  without  first  endeavoring  to  disable  us  and  prevent 
our  following  them — the  risk  would  bo  too  great  to  attempt  to,  cross 
a  Biver  where  they  must  expect  to  meet  a  formidable  opposition  in 
front  and  would  have  such  a  force  as  ours  Hovering  on  their  Bear — 
they  might  possibly  succeed  but  the  jprobability  would  be  infinitely 
against  them — should  thev  however  be  imprudent  enough  to  make 
the  attempt  I  shall  keep  close  upon  their  Heels  k  do  every  thing  in 
my  power  to  make  the  project  fatal  to  them — but  besides  the  argu- 
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ment  for  their  intending  in  the  first  place  a  stroke  at  this  Army 
drawn  from  the  Policy  of  the  measure  every  appearance  coincides  to 
confirm  the  opinion — ^had  their  design  been  in  the  first  instance  to 
Cross  the  Delaware  they  would  probably  have  made  a  secret  rapid 
March  towards  it  and  not  halted  as  they  have  done  to  awaken^nr 
attention  and  give  us' time  to  make  every  preparation  for  obstrocting 
them — Instead  of  that  they  have  only  advanced  to  a  position  coveni- 
ent.for  an  attack  upon  our  right  which  as  I  before  observed  is  the 
part  they  have  the  greatest  likely  hood  of  injuring  us  in,  and  added  « 
to  this  consideration  they  have  come  out  as  light  as  th^y  could,  leav- 
ing all  their  Baggage,  provisions  except  enough  to  subsist  them  two 
or  three  days  at  a  time,  Boats  and  Bridges  at  Brunswick  which 
Ibrcebly  contradict  the  Idea  of  an  immediate  expedition  towards  the 
Delaware.  It  is  an  happy  circumstance  that  so  great  an  animation 
prevails  amongst  the  people.  I  wish  to  let  it  operate  and  bring  as 
many  as  possible  together  which  will  be  a  great  discouragement  to 
th^  Enemy  by  shewing  that  the  spirit  of  Opposition  runs  so  hieh 
and  at  the  same  time  will  inspire  the  people  with  confidence  m 
themselves  by  discovering  to  every  individual  the  great  zeal  and 
attachment  of  others,  but  after  they  have  been  collected  a  few  . 
Days  I  would  have  the  greatest  part  of  them  dismissed  as  not  being 
immediately  wanted.  This  will  send  them  home  in  a  good  humour 
and  make  them  willing  to  turn  out  again  in  any  emergency.  It 
will  be  proper  to  concert  signals  with  them,  at  the  appearance  of  they 
are  to  fly  to  Arms — nse  every  method  to  engage  about  two  thousand 
of  them  for  a  month  or  as  much  more  as  they  can  be  induced  to 
consent  to,  if  this  can  be  done  they  may  be  made  to  render  very 
essential  service.  Forward  all  the  Continental  Troops  by  a  safe  rout 
as  fast  as  they  arrive,  but  send  over  no  more  of  the  Militia  till  fur- 
ther orders.  I  appprove  of  your  fortifying  such  places  as  yon  judge 
most  likely  to  frustrate  any  attempts  of  the  Enemy  to  pass  the 
Biver. 

I  am  with  &o., 

G.  W. 

We  have  been  so  crowded  with  business  at  Head  Quarters  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  write  fully  to  Congress,  I  should  therefore  be 
glad  you  would  communicate  the  purport  of  this  Letter  to  them. 
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Bkitj.  Etrb  to  B.  6.  Thomas  MiffliKi  1777. 

June  17, 1777. 

A  fording  plaoe  two  miles  above  Trentown  Not  Rappid,  4  feet  ft 
half  Waiiter. 

Tarlej^s  ferry,  Not  Rappid,  4  feet  Wanter,  800  yds  wide  4  miles 
from  Trentown  a  Road  Leading  from  Maidenhead  to  it. 

8eadders  &lls  2  miles  higher  up,  4  or  5  feet  Wauter,  Rappid  at 
the  head  of  the  Island,  150yda  mane  Channel. 

Brown's  ferry  2  miles  above  Soudders  falls  250  yds  across. 

Noleses  Cove,  2  miles  above  Brown's,  125  yds,  Kappid  &  deep. 

Pettets  ferrey  1  mile  above  Noleses  Cove,  good  fordmg  plaiee,  4| 
Wauter,  800yds,  wide,  good  road  from  Penneytown.  * 

Welsees  falls,  one  mile  &  i  from  Coreyels,  a  good  Place,  for  a  bridge 
250  yds  across.  Good  Road  &  good  ground, 

Coreyels  ferry  Rapped  Peep  &  wide,  400  yds  across. 

Bear  Oen. 

I  have  made  Inquirerey  about  all  the  fording  Plaices  Betwen  thfs 
&  Trentown,  Where  it  is  Likely  the  Enemy  will  cross  Welses  falls 
will  Be  the  Best  Plaice  for  them  on  accompt  of  the  Highto,  Half  of 
the  Boats  I  have  got  mov'd  10  miles  higher  up  from  this  !By  Genl. 
Arnold's  orders,  Oenl.  Arnold  thinks  he  can  stop  the  Enemy  should 
they  move  on  untill  Oenl.  Washington  eomes  up- with  them  with 
4000  men,  the  troops  Comes  in  very  fast,  the  enemy  is  Entrenching 
at  Somerset  the  Jersey  militia  took  one  Serjeant  of  the  British  lignt 
horse  yesterday,  he  is  here  now,  Saith  he  set  out  for  Philada.,  Gen. 
Sullivan  is  at  Flemingtown  With  his  Division,  Princetown  Road  is 
all  left  open  for  the  Enemy,  Would  it  Not  Be  Prudent  to  send  on 
a  few  Fss  of  CannoQ  to  Welses  falls,  I  am  Now  going  up  ten  miles 
higher  up  to  view  the  ground,  In  Case  Genl.  Washington  should 
want  to  cross  above  this. 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

Tour  assur'd 

BENJ'N.  ETRB. 

Coriells  ferry,  Jbine  17th,  1777,  Half  past  8  o'clock. 

Dtrectedf 
To  His  Excellencey  Thomas  Mifflin  Major  OenL 
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William  Atlbb  to  Board  of  War,  17TT. 

Lancaster  the  ITth  Jane,  1777. 

I  wrote  a  Day  or  two  since  by  Mr.  Singer  of  this  place  respeetios 
the  Blankets  ordered  to  be  furnished  by  this  Gonnty,  and  now  send 
by  John  Beed,  Waggoner,  two  hundred  and  seventy  five  Blankets, 
for  which  he  has  given  me  his  receipt,  We  shall  exert  oarselves  to 
have  the  remainder  as  quick  as  possible. 
~  I  am  Sir 
By  order  of  the  Gommissioiier 

Tour  most  abed*  Serv* 

WILL-  ATLEB,  Wn. 

P.  8.  I  wrote  lately  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  the  Board, 
mentioning  that  the  inhabitants  here  were  uneasy  at  the  number  of 
British  Prisoners  placed  here,  &  that  they  requested  they  might  be 
distributed  elsewhere — they  have  been  troublesome  &  as  we  cannot 
avoid  placing  them  in  the  Barracks  among  the  Hessians  are  sppre- 
hensiye  they  will  debauch  those  people  who  have  hitherto  behaved 
pretty  well,  as  indeed  there  is  some  appearance  of  it  already. 

I  am  Sir, 
Tour  most  obed^  Serv' 

WILI^  ATLBB,  Ch'a. 
Directed, 

The  Ronoqrabis  the  President  of  the  Board  of  war  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

!^  John  Beed  driver  of  Joseph  Dewees's  waggoii,  with  275 
Blanketn. 


Benedict  Arnold  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Corryella  Ferry , #18  June,  1777. 
Sir. 

I  have  this  minute  received  a  Letter  from  Bis  Bxeellenoy  General 
Washington,  as  it  in  part  respects  the  militia  of  your  State  &  forti- 
fying the  Delaware,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  incfosing  a  copy  of 
it  for  your  perusal  which  I  beg  may  be  communicated  to  Council 
only,  on  consultation  with  General  Potter,  we  are  fully  of  opinion, 
that  the  first  class  of  your  militia  (which  he  informs  me  will  make 
three  thousand  men)  with  the  State  Begiment,  will  answer  every 
purpose  which  bis  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  expects  from  them 
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Mdl  w8t  «ib^ta«i]y  gitwd  4  fofttf j  thv  IMswara^  we  ArotXMW  to  ktre^ 
them  amnged  in  the  following  numMf  Vifei.|  CMonei  StewMtt  Bat> 
talion  with  one  thousand  militia  at  Ked  BMik,  Fort  Island  A  Billings- 
porty  to  oompleat  the  works  at  those  Posts ;  two  thousand  militia 
statioDed  between  Corrjells  iCerry,  &  Bristol  to  fortify  and  guard  the 
moM  tfeotissablcr  Passes  on  the  Delaware,  whioh  we  apprehend  will  be 
soffieient  with  the  militia  that  may  be  occasionally  called  itf^  I  k^tft 
wrote  Congress  &  General  Mifflin  foHy  on  ibe  siuisject ;  I  make  no 
doubt  they  will,  with  General  Armstrong,  agree  with  me  as  to.  the 
numbers  h  arrangement  of  the  Troops. 

I  have  also  inclosed  yon  a  sketch  of  the  Places  necessary  to  be 
fortified  and  guarded  from  this  to  Bristol,  whioh  I  am  going  with 
General  Potter  to  ezaTnfne  this  day,  if  after  taking  a  more  minute 
view  of  the  passes  we  should  alter  our  opinioliy  with  respect  to  the 
numbei*  of  Troops  necessary  to  gtMtfd  them^  you  shall  haye  the  earliest 
advice  of  the  same. 

I  am  with 
great  Re8|>eet  &  estoetii 

Bir, 

If  our  obed*  Humbk  Serv* 

B.  ARNOLD.  . 

On  Public  Service. 

WiB  Kxoelleacy  Thomas  Wharton  fis^.,  President  of  the  State 
Fiasilyaaia  Fbilaichk 


Sam'L  HuNTBE  to  PkKSIPSNX  W^ARtON,  1777. 

Fort  Aoguste,  19th  June,  1777. 

Yours  of  the  sixteenth  Inst.  I  reeeiyed.  I  bad  ordei^  from 
Generals  Mifflin^  Armstrong,  and  Potter,  to  turn  out  our  Militia, 
and  according  to  the  Orders  receiyed,  I  immediately  gaye  orders  for 
the  different  Sub  Lieutenants  of  this  County,  to  get  the  two  first 
Cksses  out  of  each  Ootupany  leady*  Their  Orders  e««ie  to  hAnd 
the  17th  Inst.,  which  was  communicated  to  the  Colonels  of  our 
County,  &  in  obedience  to  that,  they  were  to  march  two  Classes  out 
of  each  Coaqpb&y,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next  But  as  one  Class 
is  deemed  suffideBt^  they  shall  march  on  ene  or  other  of  those  Days, 
'tho  'tis  yery  hard  upon  the  People  to  leaye  this  part  of  the  Coun* 
try  at  this  Time  of  the  year,  yet  their  attotchment  to  the  present 
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OnsBy  whioii  I  hope  will  always  be  the  motive  the*  iadtMi  the 
MiMa  to  marohy  stimulates  them. 

I  am  J'  Ezcellenoys 

most  h'ble  serv% 

SAM'L  HUNTEE. 

Direciedy 
To  His  Ezoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jon'. 


CoMMiTTBBy   Samuel  Davison  to  Robebt  Mob&is,  Esq. 

Wednesday  Monung,  June  19, 1776.* 
Honored  S', 

Permit  me  to  acquaint  you  of  the  transactions  of  Testerday  in 
the  fleet.  Gapt*  Hamilton,  on  his  coming  down  in  the  forenoon, 
Imedately  hois'  his  Broad  Pendant  as  Second  in  Command.  GaptP 
Dougherty  Repare*  on  Board  the  proyince  Ship  &  Demanded  the 
Broad  Pendant  to  be  hauled  down.  M'  Yourk,  the  commanding 
officer,  told  Dougherty  his  pendant  Should  not  come  down  By  his 
orders  unless  he  produced  his  authority  from  the  Committee  Sidftey, 
in  consequence  of  which  Dougherty  hois'  his  Broad  pendant  as 
Gomm'  in  Chief,  By  order  of  the  publick,  as  he  said  to  M'  York. 
Permit  me  S',  to  Beg  your  Interest  to  Coinmand  the  Lezinton*  when 
Capt*  Barrey  Resigns,  as  I  imagine  it  will  Be  Imposable  for  me  to 
Command  the*present  Commanders  of  our  Armament,  unless  there 
is  such  Imedate  Steps  taken  as  will  Make  them  Comply  with  their 
duty. 

S',  I  remain  your  most 

Ob*  Hum"'  Serv*, 

SAM'L  DAVISON. 
Directed, 
To  Robert  Morzis,  Esq'*,  Phil*. 


Application  op  Council  fob  a  Loan  op  Money,  1777. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  above  resolve  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  at  the 
Bequest  of  the  Council^  I  beg  you  will  lend  to  the  State  of  Penn- 

*  This  paper  has  no  date—it  is  thus  endorsed— if  correct,  its  proper 
place  would  be  elsewhere— (Vol.  IV.) 
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ijrl^Mk  the  additiofial  mm  of  iifl j  teiuand  BoUirt,  to  be  repai* 
iB  a  Tety  short  time. 

Directed^ 

Letter  to  the  Hon'^>*  John  Hanoock,  Esq%  Ptesident  at  Congrew. 
Annexed  to  HinateB  of  19th  Jane,  1777. 


CoiriTCiL  TO  JosxpH  Rbbd,  Esq.,  1777. 

'  To  Joseph  Reed;  Esq. 

Sir, 

The  Counoil  are  rery  dearoos  of  ^formation  which  thoy  can 
depend  od.  of  your  resolution  as  to  the  accepting  the  appointment 
of  Chief  Justice  of  this  State.*  And  I  have  his  EzceUenoy  the 
Presidents  orders,  to  request  that  you  will,  within  a  few  days,  inform 
him  of  your  determination  on  this  subject. 
With  the  greatest  respecti 

I  ami 

yomr  very  h"*  serr*, 

T.  M. 

PhU*,  June  20, 1777. 


To  LuBOxmAHTB  OF  OouNXiBS  FBOM  Exbo'b  Counoxl^  1777b 

InOonneil.. 

Phila*,  June  19, 1777. 
Sir, 

1  wrote  to  you  of  the  18th  Ins.,  and  ordered  that  the  1**  &  2"^ 
Glass  of  the  Militia  of  your  County,  should  immediately  be  sent  to 
Camp,  &  that  you  should  be  in  such  forwardness  with  the  third, 
thafciteould  be  ordered  oat  at  a  momenta  warning.  The  aeoounts 
reo*  from  Gen'  Washington  this  Day  of  the  Enemy's  morementy  is 
such  that  he  is  in  hopes  that,  if  the  first  Class  of  your  County 
should  turn  out,  in  such  namber  as  we  have  given  reason  to  believe, 
this  will  be  sufficient  until  he  can  give  us  further  information,  which 
we  shall  communicate  to  you  as  soon  as  we  receive  it.  Relying 
fully  on  your  activity  to  compleat  the  first  Class,  and  being  perfectly 
apprised  how  inconvenient  to  the  gotd  people  of  your  County  it 

*  See  Colon.  Boo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  186,  202,  249,  and  page  289,  of  this  Vol. 
He  declined  aooepting  on  28  July,  and  gave  his  reasonB  in  writing,  (not 
found.)    See  Vol.  1,  p.  801,  of  his  life,  &o. 
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#eBld  be  i%  lem«  tbeir  Vsraw  %t  dili  bcuod,  the  OoodmI  iUdK  i*^ 
a  Duty  inoumbent  on  them  to  make  the  BurtheB  of  tfaii  Neoessary 
War  as  light  as  possible  and  not  to  call  out  the  Militia  but  when  there 
is  an  absolute  Necessity.  At  present,  therefore,  our  first  Class  only 
w31  be  called  for,  but  the  seoond  should  be  put  in  suoh  fbrvrardness 
as  to  be  ready  to  march  as  seen  aa  yon  have  tiie  Oiderof  CoaneiL 
for  that  purpose. 

Directed f 

Letter  to  ^  Iiieuteitanta  of  the  Counties  of  Liancaster,  Berks  & 
Northampton. 


To  TiftE  hitnramjuimy  wBtm  Couitcil,  1777* 

June  19, 1777. 

Sir, 

Tn  my  letter  \o  you  of  the  13tb  of  this  Instant,  if  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Council,  from  the  advices  they  had  received  of  the  movemeAte 
of  the  Enemy,  that  they  intefided  to  make  a  sudden  push  towards 
this  State,  thereby  it  became  necessary  to  call  forth  two  Classes  of 
the  Militia  of  your  County.  Since  the  Issuing  of  said  order,  the 
accounts  received  from  his  Excellency  Gkneral  Washington,  are 
more  favourable.  The  Council  therefore  persuaded  of  your  forward- 
ness &  seal  in  comply ing  with  every  order  that  may  Issue  from  them 
on  the  like  occasion,  &  unwilling  to  put  the  good  people  of  your 
County  to  any  Inconveniences  at  so  busy  a  season  of  the  year^  but 
wheo  their  servioe  may  be  absolutefy  neoeseary,  only  M4)ldfe  at  pseseot 
that  you  hold  the  first  Class  of  the  Militia  in  your  County,  in  a  state 
of  readiness  to  march  on  the  -finrt  ootioe,  .and  to  have  it  full  and  com- 
pleatb  I  trust  that  Hkm  change  in  the  order  will  not  in  the  least 
relax  the  minds  of  the  first  Glass  firom  putting  themselves  in  such  a 
state  of  preparation  as  to  be  ready  to  march  on  the  shortest  uotiee. 

I  am,  Sir, 

yoiirs^  &0.,* 

Gireolar  to  the  Lkutentnte  of  Toilc,  Camberknd;  and  Nerthwia*> 
berlaad  Oonntaee. 

*  flee  pagt  866^. 
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€qpy.    J.  P.  Busiuw  »  M4J.  Gwh.  Umhw^  1777. 

Sovrland  MoanUdoBy  Jane  10^  1777. 
Bear  Oeneral, 

I  am  dffeoted  bj  6«a«f»l  Stdlivan  to  infiMnn  j<m,  (Ui  hj  the 
aeaois  who  are  jaat  reUnned,  we  lewn  tb^  enemj  have  rearaaqd 
ibe  Ma^toBe.  and  are  retreating  to  AroMwiek.  We  have  seen 
aeveral  ^rj  kr|^  firao,  which  w#  beHeve  to  be  Middle  Bnab  and 
that  place.  You  muat  ezouse  this  shoekiog  loravli  ae  I  ain 
obliged  to  write  on  mj  knee;  &  betieve  me  with  the  greatest 
respecti  « 

T'  meet  obed*  Seryant, 
J.  8.  EUSTACE; 

Aid  do  Gamp. 

Miyor  Oenl.  Mifflin. 

We  have  dispatohed  our  U  Hone  to  Prino^town  to  noonnvitre 
that  road.  Should  thej  proceed  that  way  we  shall  acquaint  jofi 
of  it. 

B. 


Rbsolution  of  Genebal  Assbmblt,  1777. 

In  General  Assembly,  Thorsday,  June  19, 1777. 
On  Motion, 

Resolved  that  the  President  and  Committee  be  Authorised  and 
Impowered  to  borrow  from  the  Congress  any  Sum  of  Money  not 
exceeding  One  hundred  thousand  Dollars  to  answer  the  Imediate 
Bsigencies  of  the  State,  and  to  be  repaid  in  a  Tory  abort  time  ont  of 
the  monies  now  iaining  by  YtrlBe  of  the  Two  hundred  Ihonsaiid 
Pouis  act,  enaoted  at  ^e  last  sitting  of  tins  House. 
Bitraot  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  J', 
C'lkofOen'lAss'y. 


382  PBBTNSTLVANIA  AECHIVBS  IHT. 

Board  of  War  to  Board  op  War  of  Pbkksylv'a,  1777. 

War  Office,  June  20th,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

A  proper  Magazine  for  storing  fixed  Ammunition  A  Gommiaaory's 
Storea  being  muoh  wanted  bj  Col  Flower,  G.  6.  M.  8.,  you  will 
be  pleaaed  to  direct  the  Barrack  Maater  of  this  City  to  provide  k 
deliver  into  Golonel  Flower'a  Posaession  some  Store  or  Plaoe  eon- 
Tenient  for  the  Purpoae. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  very  obed't  Scrv'fc, 
RICHARD  PETERS,  Seor'y. 


Pennsylvania  War  Office,  20  June,  1777. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  the  above  application  to  the  Honble  Execu- 
tive Oommittee. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

RICH'D  BAGHE,  Ghwrman. 

I>ireetedf 

On  public  Service,  Honble  Board  of  War,  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


J.  Whilldin  &  H.  Hand  to  Robert  Morris,  1777. 

Cape  May,  June  21, 1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  there  came  two  Gentlemen  hero  from  Phibdelphia,  and 
theie  appearing  aome  cauae  of  Suspicion,  were  taken  care  of  by  the 
Militia;  and  thia  day  Examined  by  the  Juatioea,  when  it  appeared  by 
the  Oath  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hand,  that  they  apply ed  to  him  to  assist 
them  in  getting  on  Board  a  Man  of  War.  And  Sundrey  papera 
being  found  upon  them  we  apprehend  they  are  prisoners  of  War,  and 
have  made  their  escape  from  Philadelphia — and  say  their  Names  are 
Charles  Cook  and  Allen  Maddison ;  but  by  their  Papers  and  Con- 
fession on  a  stricter  examination,  Confess  their  names  are  Alien 
Cameron  and  Charles  Cook — the  former  of  which  having  made  his 
escape  out  of  your  Prison  by  heaving  himself  out  of  the  window. 
The  Prisoners  are  in  Custody,  and  we  wait  your  Orders  to  know 
what  further  shall  be  done  with  them.     The  contents  of  which 
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Letters  and  other  particalars  we  refer  jou  to  the  Bearer  hereof,  Mr. 
,  Jonathan  Learning. 

We  are  8vr,  with  great  tmth  and 

regard;  your  most  Obd*  Hum"*  Serv*», 

JAMES  WHILLDIN, 
HENRY  HAND. 

JXrected. 

To  The  Hott'ble  Bobert  Morris,  Esq.;  IVesidenI  of  the  Board 
War,  Philadelphia 

*  %l  £uroor  of  Jonathan  Learning,  Esq. 


Alan  Cameron  to  Dr,  Thomas  Bond,  1777- 

Bir, 

No  doubt  yon  must  before  this  reaohes  have  beard  of  my  eeoajie 
from  there,  and  I  am  yery  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  am  unfortunate 
enough  to  fall  into  the  bauds  of  the  Gape  May  Committee.  Hoif- 
ever  it's  my  fate,  and  altbo'  you  and  I  diifer  widely  in  political  sen- 
timents, yet  as  there  is  a  few  British  Ships  in  sight  who  have  on 
Board  several  persons  of  Consequence  belonging  to  this  place,  whom 
the  Committee  seems  anxious  to  have  exchanged,  I  "Aeg  leave  to 
request  that  you  will  use  your  interest  with  your  acquaintances  in 
Congress,  to  allow  those  in  authority  here  to  Exchange  me  for  one 
of  those  whom  they  want  from  the  Ships  of  War.  The  Bearer  goes 
purposely  w<^  letters  concerning  me  and  another  Gentlemen  who 
was  taken  with  me.  In  complying  w*'  the  above  request  you  will 
unutterably  oblige. 

Sir,  Your  very  Humble  Servant, 

ALAN  CAMERON. 

Cape  May,  21st  June,  1777. 
Direcfedf 

To  Doctor  Thom"  Bond,  Philadelphia. 
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General  Obdbes,  Mat  9  lo  June  21,  1777.  ^ 

Maj  9th,  1777. 

The  Qdfieral  has  receivM  the  prooeedinga  of  the  Court  Martial 
appointed  on  the  29th  day  of  April  last ;  he  does  not  by  aiy  meats 
approve  of  the  Sentence  of  the  Ooart  on  €aj)^  Lons ;  he  ^iraves 
giving  his  reasons,  as  that  (together  with  the  prooeedings  on  tbe 
Trial  of  Lienf  t  Clark,  Lient't  Ellis,  Lieat't  Richardson,  &  Israel 
Aston,  a  private,  &  of  which  he  aHttovea,)  wifl  be  Ind  More  the 
Hon^*  Continental  Congress. 

All  ibe  Troops  now  m  this  Town  to  march  to  Bristol,  &  such 
other  places  as  they  were  ordered  to  by  the  Orders  of  the  24th  of 
April  last. 

MaylOth,  1777. 

It  is  Oen^  Schnyler^s  Orders  that  the  City  Guards  receive  Batiem 
«8ily  for  the  men  that  are  on  aetoal  Doty  every  Day. 

CaplF  Yates  is  ezcos'd  sitting  on  the  present  Court  MartiaL  k  die 
Adjutant  of  tihe  Day  is  to  warn  another  officer  in  his  place.  ,    . 

(EKr, 

The  Committee  of  Fifty  having  requested  the  General  to  order  a 
party  of  Troops  to  aid  them  in  enforcing  a  Resolve  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania board  of  War,  respecting  the  removal  of  Provisions  from  this 
City ;  The  Gen'  desires  you  will  direct  a  Sub.,  two  Serj**,  &  tweutv 
Privates  to  repair  to  the  Drawbridge  in  Front  Street,  at  2  o'Clock 
this  afternoon,  there  to  take  the  directions  of  a  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifty. 

By  Older  of 

GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 
To  the  Town  Major. 


May  11th,  1777. 

A  Seij*,  Corpor'  &  12  men- from  the  Barracks  to  mount  the  Nei 
Goal  Guard  immediately. 
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May  12th,  1777. 

A  E^mentia  Court  Martial  for  the  Com  of  Oitj  Onards  to  ait 
To-morrow  moraiDg  at  10  o'Olook.  The  North*  District  to  famish 
2  Sab-,  the  middle  Pbtrict  1  Capt»  &  1  Subalt.,  &  the  Southern 
Diatriet  1  Saba>. 

Onlv  three  momlDg  reports  have  been  given  in  yesterday:  Genl. 
Schuyler  finds  it  necessary  to  repeat  his  Orders,  That  every  Officer 
in  Town  should  send  every  morning  to  the  Town  Major  by  8  o'clock, 
a  return  of  what  officers  &  men  are  in  Town,  distinguishing  those 
that  are  Sick  from  those  which  are  fit  for  Duty.  And  as  the  variety 
of  Forms  in  which  the  morning  reports  have  been  made  renders  the 
making  a  general  return  inconvenient,  They  are  all  for  the  future  to 
be  made  in  the  Form  following : 

A  morning  Report  of  the  Begiment,  Commanded 

by  k  quartered  in  Philadelphia,  1777. 


s 


Sig 


1^ 


Wherecf 


I 


1    in  Arrest.    2    Sick,  with  all  other  casualties. ; 

Capt-  Mitchell,  oi  the  12th  Virginia  Reg*,  being  indisposM,  the 
Adjutant  of  the  Day  is  to  warn  another  officer  in  his  place ;  &  also 
another  in  the  stead  of  Cap*  Welsh  who  has  obtained  Oen^  Schuyler's 
leave  of  absence. 

A  Serj«  &  12  men  are  to  repair  to  the  State  house  at  2  o'Clock 
this  afternoon,  &  receive  the  directions  of  Capt"  Watkinson,  Assis't 
Commit  G^eral. 

One  Subalt-,  1  SerjS  1  Corpo*,  &  20  men  to  mount  Guard  this 
Evening,  at  the  Continental  Hospital  in  the  bettering  House,  & 
reoMve  directions  from  Dr.  Shippen,  jun'.  This  Guard  to  be  duly 
reliev'd  till  further  orders. 
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May  18th,  1777. 

GaptF  Alexander  being  ezcnsed  from  attending  the  Gen^  Court 
Martial,  the  Adjutant  of  the  Day  is  to  warn  another  member  in  his 
plaoe. 

A  Capt";  2  Sab*%  2  Seij*",  2  Corp^,  2  Dmmmers  &  50  men  are  to 
Parade  immediately,  in  onier  to  escort  some  artillery  &  ammunition 
to  Gamp.    The  Gapt"  to  receive  his  orders  from  GoU'  Flowers. 

The  Oen^  Gourt  Martial  now  sitting  is  to  proceed  immediately  to 
the  Trial  of  Gapt"  Bower  of  Major  Ottendorf  s  Gorps. 

May  14th,  1777. 

May  15th,  1777. 

Oenl.  Schuyler  has  received  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Gen^  Gourt  Martial  ordered  on  the  29th  day  of  April ;  approves 
thereof,  &  confirms  the  sentence  pronounced  by  it  against  Captain 
Nelson  of  the  9th  Pennsyl*  Beg^,  That  he  be  Cashiered  &  refund  the 
money  he  receiv'd  for  recruiting,  &  account  with  the  Goll^  forthwith 
for  misapplying  money  entrusted  with  him  to  recruit,  and  for  trans- 
ferring men  raised  from  one  corps  to  another,  to  the  Prejudice  of 
good  order  &  military  Discipline. 

The  Genl.  also  approves  of  the  proceedings  respecting  James 
Parson,  James  Quin,  Eobert  Brooks,  &  Isaac  Lemon,  Privates  in 
Gapt^  Nekon's  independent  Company,  &  orders  that  they  join  their 
respective  Corps,  &  put  under  Stoppage,  agreeable  to  the  directions 
of  the  Court  Martial. 

The  Genl.  pardons  Patrick  McDaniel,  a  Private,  sentenced  to 
receive  50  lashes  on  the  bare  back  for  insulting  Gapt>  Howell. 

The  Genl.  directs  that  the  sentences  against  John  Connolly, 
Private  in  the  11th  Pennsyl*  l^gS  ^  receive  100  lashes,  John 
'  Withrington,  Private  of  the  7th  Pennsyl*  Reg*,  for  deserting  & 
reinlisting,  be  immediately  inflicted,  &  the  convicts  join  their  respeo- 
tive  corps,  William  Sutta,  of  Coll.  Patten's  Beg*,  to  be  put  under 
stoppage  for  half  a  month's  pay,  for  absentiDg  himself  from  Duty. 


May  16th,  1777. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  best  armed  &  doathed  of  the 
Continental  Troops  under  the  command  of  a  Major,  with  2  Capt"*, 
4  Sub",  4  Serj*«,  4  Corp'*,  3  Drum",  &  8  Pifers,  to  Parade  immedi- 
ately, &  continue  in  the  Barracks,  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  moment's 
warning. 
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May  17tb,  1777. 

A  Qev}  Gonrl  Martial  to  oonyene  on  Monday  inornipff  next  at 
10  o'dook,  at  the  Bamoksy  for  the  Trial  of  John  Lee  alias  John 
Brown,  who  is  chare'd  with  acting  inimically  &  traitorously  against 
the  United  States  of  America. 


Com  MOYLAN,  Prcsid't. 


Coll»      Patton, 
L*  Coll»  Gumey, 
Major    Williams, 
Capt"     Dorsey, 
Bedmani 
Keen, 


Members. 


Capt"  Sample, 

Joseph  Howell, 
John  MoGowen,^ 
Gross, 
Mears, 
Porterfield. 


Major  LIVINGSTON,  Judge  Advocate. 

Lieat<  George  Clark  of  the  7*^  Pennsyl*  RegS  &  Lieut*  Richard- 
son of  the  12^^  Virginia  Reg*,  who  were  sentenced  to  be  Cashier'd 
by  a  Gen^  Court  Martial  are  to  be  released. 

May  18**,  1777. 

May  19«,  1777. 

A  Gen>  Court  Martial  to  be  composed  of  Officers  of  the  City 

Guard,  to  set  To-morrow  morn'g  at  10  o'clock  in  the  Court-house 

for  the  Trial  of  Lieut*  Bunbury  of  the  City  Guards,  confin'd  for 

being  drunk  on  Duty  &  quitting  his  Guard. 

Major  NICOLA,  Presid't. 


Capt"  Honey, 
"    Simpson, 
"     Barrett, 
L*       Boehm, 
L*       Pearson, 
2d  L*  Epple, 


Members. 


Capt>  Campbell, 
<<     McMullen, 
L*       Willport, 
L*       Weaver, 
L*       Shute, 
2d  L*  Wynne. 


JAMES  SHARSWOOD,  Judge  Advocate. 

May  20**,  1777. 

Gen*  Schuvler  approves  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Gen'  Court  Mar- 
tial of  which  Major  Nicola  was  Presid*,  &  Orders  the  Sentence 
against  Lieut*  Bunbury  of  the  City  Guards  to  take  place  that  he  be 
suspended  from  Pay  &  Command  for  the  space  of  14  Days ;  after 
the  expiration  of  that  Time  to  receive  Pay  as  before  &  be  reinstated 
in  his  Command. 
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May  21-S  1777. 

Oapi"  Bower  of  Major  Ottendorfs  Corps  it  releiB'i  from  Coofibe- 
meiit.  Gen^  Schajlsr  has  raoeiv'd  the  prooeedings  of  the  Ooorl 
Martial  appoioted  on  the  17*^  In**.  He  deems  it  iocaiiibeiit  on  hioa 
to  lay  them  before  the  Hod^'"  Continental  CongreaSy  whioh  he  wiU 
have  the  Honor  tg  do  this  Day. 

As  several  of  the  <}enUemen  who  eompos^d  the  Court  Martial  are 
under  marefaing  Orders  to  Join  their  Corps.  The  Qen'  thanks  the 
Court  for  their  Senrioes  &  Disolves  them. 

A  Serj^,  Corp>  &  12  men  to  Parade  To-morrow  mom'g  at  6  o'clock 
An  order  to  escort  some  British  Prisonera  of  War  to  Lancaster,  each 
officer  &  man.  to  be  provided  with  8  roonds  of  Ammunition  ft  to 
draw  3  Days  Provision. 

A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  To  morrow  mom'g  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  Barracks,  for  the  Trial  of  all  Prisoners  confin'd  for  Military 
Crimes  in  the  Goal  or  Guard-house.  The  Adjutant  of  the  Day  to 
warn  a  Preside  Members,  ft  Judge  Advoca'te,  of  such  officers  as  are 
in  Town  ft  not  under  immediate  marching  Orders. 

May  22*,  1777. 

Major  Bansalear,  Gen*  Schuylers  Aid  de  Camp,  informs  me  tbat 
the  Board  of  War  have  order'd  the  escort  for  the  Prisoners  of  War 
to  be  reinforc'd  with  1  Sub»,  1  Drum',  &  8  Men. 

Whereas  notwithstanding  the  most  pointed  Orders  that  the  Troops 
arriving  in  this  Town,  should  leave  it  with  the  greatest  expedition 
ft  repair  to  Bristol,  many  of  them  have  been  unnecessarily  delay'd, 
ft  some  detain'd  several  hours  after  embarkation  by  their  Officers 
absence.  The  Gen>  therefore  Orders  that  the  D.  Q.  M.  G^n'  will  in 
future  make  immediate  report  to  him  of  the  Names  of  all  Officers 
who  shall  not  join  their  respective  Detachments  within  half  an  hour 
after  they  are  ready  for  embarkation. 

May  23-,  1777. 

Two  Guards  each  oonsist'g  of  a  Seij*,  Corp*  ft  12  Men  to  Parade 
immediately  ft  repair  to  the  State-house  Yard,  where  they  will  receive 
Orders  from  Coll*  Flowers  for  escorting  some  Waggons. 

May  24%  1777. 

May  26«»,  1777. 

A  Return  from  all  the  Troops  in  Town  without  any  exception  to 
be  immediately  made  to  the  Town  Major,  that  he  ntay  draw  up  a 

feneral  return  by  12  o'clock  to  be  sent  to  his  Excellency  Gen* 
ITashington. 
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May  26tt,  IHT. 

'  12  Qffioen,  2  &lj^  2  Corp^,  &  50  Men  to  atteadwitk  Side  Anns 
M  the  Stata-house,  at  10  o'olocJc  this  morniog. 

The  Oen^  Court  Martial  now  Bitting,  of  which  Lieu'  Coll>  Nagle  ia 
PreridS  will  proceed  this  morning  to  the  Trial  of  Tho*  W-  Collins,* 
eonfin'd  in  the  new  Goal  on  suspicion  of  treasonable  practices  against 
the  United  States.  The  Town  Major  will  wait  on  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Board  of  War  to  know  what  Evidence  they  bare  in  svppoft  of 
die  Charge  i^^ainst  GoUias  that  the  same  may  be  prodno'd  before  the 
Cowt  When  the  Trial  of  Collins  is  finished,  that  el  Mr.  W-  Comp«. 
•en  of  this  City  to  oome  on.  The  Town  Major  will  ky  his  Criae  k 
prodnee  the  Endenoe  before  the  Conrt 

When  many  of  the  Troops  rais'd  for  the  Deleoee  of  Aflurioaii 
Liberty  were  through  want  of  Blankets  rendered  incapable  of  takiag 
the  Field|  Grcn^  Sehnyler  in  order  to  procure  an  artide.  so  indis^ 

Ssnsiblv  necessary,  applied  for  the  aid  of  the  board  of  War  of  this 
tate,  &  by  their  authority  a  voluntary  contribution  was  recom- 
mended to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  several  Cities  &  Counties  of  this 
State  agredble  to  an  assessment  which  was  propes'd  for  that  purpese, 
had  this  recommendation  been  attended  to  by  all  the*  Inhabitants 
with  equal  respect,  a  present  supply  would  long  since  have  been 
obtainM,  but  many  pleading  scruples  of  Xlonseienee  withheld  their 
Quotas.  The  Gen>  finds  himself  oblig'd  by  ihe  Laws  of  necessity  & 
the  great  Duties  which  be  owes  to  his  Country,  to  have  recourse  to 
measures  which  on  occasions  less  extraordinary  he  would  studiously 
avoid.  There  are  however  circumstances  which  must  reconcile  this 
Expedient  to  every  benevolent  mind.  The  Army  will  suffer  unless 
Bliuikets  are  immediately  procur'd.  In  no  other  way  can  they  be 
obtained.  The^  will  be  paid  for  on  a  just  valuation,  &  those  who 
firom  Conscientious  Scruples,  have  not  &  cannot  voluntarily  contrib- 
ute, will  now  be  only  put  upon  a  footing  with  the  other  members  of 
the  tiommunity  who  have  already  bore  uieir  share  of  this  Burthen. 
Several  of  the  Citixens  by  the  directions  of  the  board  of  War  of 
this  State,  will  accompany  the  Milit^y  Gentlemen  in  this  Service  & 

S>int  out  to  them  the  Persons  who  have  not  yet  fumish'd  any 
lankets.  .     - 

The  Officers  will  enter  the  Houses  of  such  Persons  &  take  as 
many  Blankets  out  of  each  as  it  contains  Beds,  keeping  an  account 
of  each  Persons  name  &  the  number  of  Blankets  taken  from  him. 

The  return  to  be  made  to  the  Town  Major  &  the  Blankets  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Cloatbier  Gen',  taking  bis  receipt  therefor. 

The  Officers  will  be  particularly  attentive  that  no  more  force  is 
used  than  what  is  barely  necessary  for  the  purpose  &  that  no  Inhabi- 
tant be  injured  in  his  Person.  The  Soldiers  to  be  strictly  inhibited 
from  making  use  of  any  rude  or  indecent  expressions,  &  not  more 
than  one  Soldier  with  a  Commission'd  Officer,  &  one  of  the  Citizens 
appointed  to  attend  this  Service,  to  enter  any  of  the  Houses  from 

*  See  page  281. 
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whiob  Blankets  are  to  be  taken  nnlesa  resistance  which  is  not  to  be 
expected  may  render  more  force  neoessary.  ^ 

The  Guard  on  the  Oen^  Hospital  at  the  bettering-honse  to  be  ang- 
mented  to  80  men  &  continued  till  further  orders.  The  Officers  to 
obseryo  the  directions  given  by  the  IHrector  General. 

May  27%  1777. 

.  A  Court  of  enquiry  consisting  of  Five  Field  Officers  &  CaptP*,  to 
At  at  11  o'clock  thu  morning  &  examine  whether  Samuel  Elphin- 
aton,  Midshipman,  &  James  Horn,  Mato  in  his  Brittanic  Majesty's 
service,  & -^— ,  Master  of  a  British  Merchant  Ship   are 

guilty  of  a  breach  of  Parole,  by  withdrawing  themselves  from  this 
ity  for  the  space  of  eight  Days  with  a  view  of  going  to  the  Enemy, 
before  they  had  signM  their  Paroles.  The  Adjutant  of  the  Day  to 
warn  such  Officers  as  can  be  immediately  assembled. 

May  81»S  1777. 

The  Getf  Court  Martial  of  which  Lieu*  ColP  Nagle  is  Presid*  is 
dissolved.  Whenever  any  nonoommission'd  Officers,  or  private  men 
are  conSn'd  for  Grimes  which  do  not  deserve  the  notice  of  a  Gkn^ 
Court  Martial,  the  Officer  commanding  the  Corps,  is  immediately  to 
order  a  Regimental  Court  Martial  for  their  Trial;  should  the  num- 
ber of  Officers  present,  belonging  to  the  Corps  not  be  sufficient  to 
form  a  Court,  the  Officer  commanding  in  the  Barracks  is  to  Order  a 
Garrison  Court  Martial. 

The  Officers  employ'd  in  collecting  Blankets  are  to  be  fumish'd 
with  such  a  number  of  men  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  prose- 
cute the  business  with  Effect,  not  exceeding  10  to  an  Officer. 

The  Adjutant  of  the  Day  is  desir'd  to  enquire  into  a  report  made 
to  the  Town  Major  this  morning  by  Adjut^  Boss  &  Irvin  of  a  num- 
ber of  Maryland  Troops,  being  in  the  Barracks  under  the  Command 
of  a  Serj*,  &  if  true  to  order  the  Seij*  to  attend  the  Town  Major 
immediately. 

Standing  Orders^ for  the  Garrison  of  PhiladN    (printed.) 

June  1»S  1777. 

Whereas  a  great  waste  of  Ammunition  is  made  by  the  Soldiers 
wantonly  firing  in  &  about  this  City,  the  Gen^  desires  the  Officers  to 
be  carefull  to  prevent  it  for  the  future  by  making  immediate  exam- 
pies  of  offenders. 

A  Sub*  Officer  is  ordered  to  take  up  his  Quarters  at  the  Convales- 
cent Hospital,  who  will  have  the  Direction  of  the  Guard  placed 
there,  &  by  no  means  to  suffer  the  Convalescents  to  absent  them- 
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jelres  bj  Day  or  Nighl>  &  u  to  order  roch  exeroise  aa  the  Director 
General  shall  prescribe  for  the  Oonyalesoenta. 

A  SerjS  Gopor'  &  12  men  to  Parade  immediatelj  &  march  to  the 
State-house  Yard  to  esoort  a  Waggon  to  Gamp. 

The  Adjat^  of  the  Day  or  Week  is  to  keep  a  regular  Roster  of  .all 
the  Officers  in  the  GarrisoD;  which  Boster  is  always  to  be  giTen  to 
the  relieviog  Adjutant 

The  Adjut'  of  the  Week  is  to  appoint  a  Field  Officer  where  there 
are  four  in  Garrison,  when  not,  a  Gapt*  to  be  Officer  of  the  Day, 
agreable  to  the  9*"  article  of  the  Stand'g  Orders  of  the  Garrison. 

The  Adjut^  of  each  Gorps,  or  Officer  acting  as  snch|  is  to  return 
to  the  Ad  jut*  of  the  Day,  the  Name  &  Rank  of  every  Officer  of  his 
Corps  that  is  waru'd  for  any  Daty,  specifying  the  Duty.  And  the 
Adjut*  of  the  Week  is  daily  to  make  a  general  return  to  the  Town 
Major. 

June  2*,  1777. 

June  8*,  1777. 

The  Gen'  is  sorry  to  observe  so  great  a  number  of  Officers  in 
Town  at  a  Time  when  their  presence  is  absolutely  necessary  with 
the  Army,  as  an  attack  is  hourly  expected  from  the  Enemy,  Those 
Officers  who  have  not  leave  of  absence  on  pressiDg  business  or  on 
the  recruiting  service,  are  order'd  immediately  to  Join  their  respec- 
tive Battalions. 

Isaac  Burgbaut,  Soldier  of  the  11^  P.  R.,  to  receive  500 
lashes  on  hisl)are  bade  for  repeated  Desertion,  Defrauding  the  Pub- 
lic &  reinlistiDg. 

Francis  Ranhir,  Soldier  in  Gap<*  Runner's  Comp'y ;  &  German 
Batt*,  to  receive  200  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  for  Desertion  &  De- 
frauding the  Public. 

John  Haines,  a  Soldier  of  Goll*  Patton's  Rcgt. 

William  De  Normandie,  Soldier  in  Gapt»  Beath's  Gomp'y,  and  6*^ 
P.  R. 

Francis  Jamison,  Soldier  in  the  1**  Re^;  William  Dougherty,  a 
Soldier  of  Goll"  Wood's  Reg*,  &  Gonard  Rough,  a  Soldier  in  Gap* 
Bunner's  Comp'y,  &  German  Batt",  to  be  discharged  from  Confine- 
ment, &  Join  their  respective  Regiments. 

May  29%  1777. 

All  such  Officers  &  Soldiers  as  are  under.  Orders  to  March  To 
morrow,  are  not  to  be  put  on  any  Duty ;  such  as  are  already  on 
Duty  are  to  be  immediately  relieved. 

Some  Officers  having  neglected  to  make  their  Morning  returns. 
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teoftose  they  are  under  marofaing  orden ; — All  retorns  ordered|  ai« 
to  be  made  tho'  the  Corps  or  Party  is  to  march  In  one  hour  after. 

There  having  been  a  mistake  made  in  Yesterday's  Orders  rehtive  to 
the  Prisoners — Isaae  Barghant  is  aoqnitted,  &  to  join  one  of  tho 
Peansyl"  BattF»,  till  he  jMk  be  sent  to  the  11^  Pennsyl"  Batt". 

Conrad  Boogh,  of  the  German  Batt",  is  to  receive  800  lasheSi  & 
be  sent  to  his  Keg^  the  !■*  opportunity. 

Two  Officers  mast  attend  at  the  Town  Majors  to  morrow  Momingi 
at  8  o'clock,  to  prosecute  the  business  of  Collecting  Blankets. 

May  80«  1777. 

The  General  Court  Martial,  now  sitting,  of  which  Lieut*  CoIP 
Naglee  is  PresedS  will  proceed  to  the  Trial  of  Ensign  John  Coke, 
put  in  arrest  by  Cap*  James  Long,  for  abusive  language;  &  nngea- 
tleman-like  behaviour. 

A  field  Officer,  where  there  are  a  sufficient  number  in  the  Garrison, 
when  not  a  Captain,  to  remain  in  the  Barracks  to  do  the  duties  of 
Officer  of  the  Day. 

Every  Officer,  commissioned  or  noncommissioned,  commanding  a 
Guard,  is  to  make  a  report  thereof  every  morning  to  the  Officer  of 
the  Day,  speeifying  the  number  of  the  Guard,  Sentries  by  Day  & 
Night,  Prisoners  under  their  care,  What  Companies  &  Corps  they 
belong  to,  by  whom  eonfin'd,  Crimes,  whether  irfd  or  not  3  wheth^ 
they  have  reo'd  any  part  of  their  punishment,  &  what  extraordinary 
mav  have  happened  during  the  Guard. 

The  Officer  of  the  Day  to  make  a  Gen'  report  to  the  General  every 
Morning. 

Such  Troops  as  are  under  morchiuff  Orders,  are  in  future  exoua'i 
from  Duty  the  Day  bef<ire  they  march. 

The  Guards  mounted  by  the  City  Guards,  are  for  the  future  to  be 
relieved  every  morning  at  8  o'Clock. 

Eight  Officers  to  attend  at  the  Town  Major's  to  morrow  mornings 
at  8  o'clock ;  the  Adjutant  of  the  Day  to  report  to  the  Town  Major 
such  Adjutants  as  do  not  attend  to  receive  Orders.  The  Adjutants 
of  the  different  Corps  to  report  to  the  Town  Major  such  officers  as 
are  wam'd  for  this  duty,  that  he  may  inform  the  Gen'  of  such  as 
do  not  attend. 

Gen'  Schuyler  is  inform'd  that  the  Officers,  who  collected  the 
Blankets  Yesterday,  were  guilty  of  many  irregularities;  desires  they 
may  be  more  circumspect  in  future. 

Three  Men  to  be  added  to  the  Court  house  Guard,  &  a  Sentry 
posted  at  Mess^  Mease  &  Caldwell's  Store.    . 

Gen'  Schuyler  being  out  of  Town,  the  Command  devolves  on 
Gen"'  Arnold. 

Twelve  Officers  to  attend  Geu'  Arnold  To  morrow  Morning  at  8 
o'Ck)ck. 

The  Officer  commanding  in  the  Barracks  is  desir'd  to  select  some 
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wbcMd  DtMMfon  wifi  prevent  tuy  irregukfitiM  la  Ah  iMtthiasi  ol 
CoUMbtg  BtMiketa. 

Ckfti^  MtttkrliaiireoeiVd  and  appA>Ted  of  ike  Plro0Mdii|gs  of  d» 
Gen.  Govrt  Hartkl  appointed  by  the  Oen>  Orden  of  the  21««  In*^;  ft 
Orders  th^foUeiHng  pntisbmente  to  be  inflioted  to  mwrow  mmiitig/ 
agreeable  to  the  Sentence  of  said  Court: 

Simon  Franbis,  a  Soldier  in  Capt"  George  Jenkin's  Oomp'/i  2'  P. 
R.,  ft  Andrew  Nathere,  a  Soldier  in  OajSp  Irvine's  Conp'v,  ft  9*^ 
P.  R.— Each  to  reeeive  500  Lashes  for  Desertion^  reinliituig,  De« 
iraading  the  United  States,  ft  for  Peijnrinff  themseives. 

William  Hall,  a  Soldier  in  Oapt-  Lang^s  Gomp'jof  the  10*^  R  B., 
to  reeeive  800  lashes  on  his  bare  bade,  ft  to  be  dmm'd  out  of  the 
Beg*  for  Deserting  repeatedly. 

Vran<M8  0aUiger»  a  Soldier  in  Capt^^  Solbert's  0<mffj^  t^f.ILf 
to  receive  600  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  for  deserting  twice,  reinlist- 
in^  twice,  Defranding  the  Public,  ft  twice  Peijnring  himself;— 
01S  Paj  to.  be  stop'd;  to  pay  what  Boonty  he  may  havereeeiT'd 
from  the  Officer  who  enlisted  him  last^  ft  anerwards  to  be  retnm'd 
to  the  2^  P.  JR. 

.  Israel  Ashton,  a  Soldier  in  Capt"  Onibb's  Comp'y,  GoU*  Patton^a 
Beg^,  Ordefed  to  be  discharged  from  Confinement^  ft  «toin  hi* 
Company. 

William  Day,  a  Soldier  in  Capt*  Smith's  Comp*y,  i^  P.  B.,  to 
receive  150  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on^  fbr  Desertion,  ft 
Defranding  the  United  States. 

John  Shniver,  a  Soldier  in  CoU'  Proctor's  Beg^,  to  receive  600 
Lashes  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on,  for  Desertion,  reinlisting 
twice,  peijnring  himself,  ft  for  twice  Defrauding  the  UnUed  States. 
His  pay  to  be  stop'd ;  to  repay  whatever  Bonnty  he  received  from 
laent*  Patton,  ft  then  to  be  returned  to  Coll*  Proctor^s  Beg*. 

William  Dougherty,  a  Soldier  in  Coll*  Wood's  Beg*,  Ordered  to 
be  discharged,  &  to  be  returned  to  the  3'  P.  B. 
'   WiUiam  Clark,  a  Soldier  in  Capt»  Smith's  Comp'y,  7**  M.  K,  to 
receive  300  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on,  for  twice  I>eser- 
fion  ft  Defrauding  the  Public. 

Joseph  Brooks,  a  Soldier  in  Capt^  Henderson's  Cbnip'y,  9*'  P.  B., 
to  reonve  300  lashes  on  his  bare  hack,  for  Desertion,  and  twio7  De- 
fraudibg  the  Public. 

A  Court  of  Enquiry  is  order'd  to  be' summoned  to  sit  st  ifieusnal 
pkee,  to  morrow  morning,  to  examine  into  the  Condhet  of  Oapth 
Cruse,  or  any  other  prisoner  brought  before  them. 

A  Oeni  Court  Martial,  of  which  is  Presd*,  is  ordeted 

to  sit  to  morrow,  for  the  Trial  of  such  Prisoners  as  are  brongkt  b^ 
ftire  them. 

Three  Sub»,  6  SeijlP,  8  Corporals,  3  Drum",  ft  118  Men  to  mout 
Guard  at  6  this  afternoon,  to  the  felbwing  Detail,  Via : 

17* 
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ftatoh^gej  lSab*j  2  Se^%  A  G<»p^  1  Df;  54  Men  to  delateli, 
Goorthoose;!  Ill         24  tonewOoai^lSjS 

1  Oorp^y  12  Men, 
Frigates,      112  1         17 

IttwMaipauMi        ^  1  12ToDet«e1iaOoi*>i 

&  8  Men, 
Old  Ditto  1  6  to  the  Faggota^ 

T     T      T       3    TIT 

An  Orderly  Seij*  to  be  sent  Tomorrow  Morning  at7o'clookto 
Mojor  Qeo}  Arnolds  &  others  to  the  Town  Major. 

NB.  There  are  Arms  for  the  men  in  all  of  the  above  gnardb. 

Ihe  offioers  who  have  not  compleated  the  bofiiness  of  eoUeotiDg 
Blankets  in  the  Wards  assign'd  themj  are  to  attend  tomorrow  morn" 
ing  at  9  o'clock  at  the  Town  Majors.  Such  Officers  as  have  finished 
i^'thdr  Wards  mnst  make  immediate  returns  to  the  Toim  Major. 

Jane  ^^  1777. 

Hko  Oity  Guards  being  dismiss'd  &  a  new  Corps  to  be  rais'd  nodef 
iHie  Title  of  Guards  tor  the  Continental  Stores  &  Magazines,  &  to 
consist  of  4  Companies  each  of  1  Gapt"^  2  Lieut^^  2  Ensigns,  8  Seij**, 
8  Corp^,  &  120  Men,  the  following  officers  were  this  day  appointed 
by  the  Continental  Board  of  War. 

<  1  8 

;  Capt*  George  Honeji  Capt*  Biohard  Barrett, 

1*'  Lieu«  Fredric  Wollpert,  l-*  Lieu^  Enoch  Walsh, 

.  2^  Lieu^  Gecrge  I^ple,  2^  Lieu^  John  Spenoe, 


l»t  Ena»  Charles  Snyder,  1»'  Ens% 

2«  Ens-  George  Fisler,  2<  Ens", 


4 


Oapt>  John  Campbell,  Capt*  Thomas  Bradford, 

1"  Lieu*  Thomas  Wind,  1"*  Lieu*  Nicholas  Weaver, 

2*  Lieu*  Henry  Snyder,  2*  Lieu*  W-  C.  Brandford, 

1^  Ens"  Conrad  Deweetor,  1**  Ens"  Jacob  Clause, 

2'  Ens"  James  Chapman,  2*  Ens"  Martin  Humphries, 

Biehard  Barry^  Adjutant,  Conrad  Slemer  Seij*  Major. 

June  5**,  1777. 

The  Officer  commanding  any  Corps  or  Detachment  marching  out 
of  this  City  is  to  make  a  return  immediately  before  he  marelue  to 
the  town  Major. 

•  A  Seij*,  C<wp>  &  12  Men  to  Parade  immediately  &  march  to  the 
Statehouse  Yard  to  escort  some  Wagons  to  Prince  Town. 

One  Sub",  1  Seij*,  1  Corpl,  1  Brum'  &  25  Men  to  Parade  tomorrow 
itiornittg  at  8  o'clock  &  march  to  the  Statehouse  Yard  to  ESscort  some 
cannons  &  Waggons  to  HeadQoarters. 
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ne  abofe  SiiOiU  to  ttiDMt  rf  stMh  Mto  iujre  tedlj  to  m^ 
0uip. 

A  Oorponl  &  4  Men  to  Parade  immediatelj  k  nuurdb  to  finltik 
wen  Gondnenkl  StaUto  to  Eaooti  fikn^  Miaui'fi  tMgga§ft  to  Head- 
Qiifrtera. 

June  6%  1777. 

Major  Beneset  being  Order'd  to  bis  Oommand|  Lien*  Coll.  Onr- 
ney  is  to  sit  as  Predd*  of  the  gen^  Court  Martial^  which  is  to  try  tJbe 
two  offloers  oonflned  by  lieu*  CoU.  Craig. 

The  Court  of  Enquiry  of  wbioh  Ma^r  Dunner  ia  Prerid*  having 
esamin'd  the  oonduot  of  Cupl^  Onue  on  iha  charge  bronght  againn 
him  by  John  Thornton^  are  of  opinion]^  that  CaptP  CitMe  acted  in  tb« 
line  of  his  duty,  &  that  the  Complaint  ouffht  to  be  diamin'd  ai 
friyolouB  &  groundless.    The  Court  is  dissolr  d. 

June  7%  1777. 

June  8%  1777. 

June  9%  1777. 

June  10«*,  1777.  Mai'  0«i»  Mifflin,  Comn 

June  11%  1777. 

A  Beturn  must  be  made  immediately  to  Oen^  Mifflin  from  every 
Corps  or  detachment  in  this  Garrison  without  exoeption,  specifying 
the  strength  and  forwardness  thereof  to  go  to  Camp,  respecting 
Cloathing,  Arms,  &c. 

A  Corp^  &  4  Men  to  be  fixM  at  each  of  the  Ferries  near  this  City 
with  orders  to  suffer  no  person  to  pass  these  Ferries  from  the  Town 
without  passes  signM  by  a  Oen'  officer.  The  |)re8ident  of  the  Board 
of  War  of  this  State,  or  Major  Lewis  Nioola.  Market  Pe€3>Ie 
only  excepted. 

June  12%  1777. 

Gen^  Arnold  approves  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  gen^  Court 
Martial  &  orders  the  Sentences  to  be  Executed. 

The  Guards  to  be  taken  from  all  the  Ferries  near  this  City  & 
passing  restor'd  to  the  footing  it  was  on  before  yesterday's  Orders. 

General  orders,  1&^  June,  1777.    . 

All  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Citv  are  to  be  Paraded  on  the 
Common  near  Barn's  Tavern  at  10  o'clock^  this  Morning  by  their 
respective  Officers,  with  such  arms  and  accoutremente  as  they  hihv^ 
reoeiv'd.  This  measure  is  absolutely  neeesaary  &  most  be  strictly 
attended  to,  the  Gen^  beiog  of  opinion  that  the  troops  will  aoen  ha 
oaird  to  action,  as  the  Enemy  by  Letters  from  his  Bxoelleney  Gen^ 
Washioffton,  are  this  day  expected  to  be  in  motion. 

The  Commissary  General  of  Artilery  stares,  or  his  I>epQty,  to 
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otdfar  nt  Alt  to  be  wude  fanindttit^  «l  SMd  QuHem  in  ibln  <Xty. 
of  all  Field  Artillery  fit  for  service  in  thiB  Port,  the  quantity  of  ir a 
Amnnlnitio^i  Ao*  Ao. 

'  Ike  Oommwmtj  Oeiil  of  pmiaioM  to  tiako  retafttfl  of  his  BKNPei 
in  this  City  that  the  overplna  if  any  may  be  removed 

June  14%  1777. 
June  15%  1777- 
June  16%  1777. 

The  Detachment  of  the  first  Maryland  Beg*,  «inst  parade  Tomor^ 
row  motAiiig  ai  6  o'clock,  &  march  to  the  New  GihlI  in  order  to 
Ksoort  some  prisoners  to  Yoik  Town  in  this  State ;  the  instruetioat 
t  letter  to  the  Committee  will  be  left  at  the  Gaol  &  also  two  W#g^ 
gons  will  be  ready  to  carry  the  Offoeira  and  Frisonen  Baggage. 

June  17%  1777. 

Major  Gen'l  Chites  Commander, 

One  CaptF^  1  Sub%  2  89ij%  2  CorpiP,  2  Drum"  &  40  Men  to 
Panale  at  7  o^deck  Toaioitow  morning  &  march  immediately  to  the 
fitatehouse,  so  as  to  be  there  by  8,  in  order  to  Escort  some  Waggons 
to  Camp. 

June  18%  1777. 

A  Cerpt>ral  &  6  Men  to  Parade  immediately  &  march  to  General 
Mifflin's  Quarters  in  order  to  escort  his  bags^ige  to  Camp. 

Two  Guards  each  to  consist  of  1  Sub",  fSerj*.  1  Corp>,  1  Drum'^ 
&  20  Men  to  be  ready  in  the  Statehouse  Yard  Tomorrow  morning 
ftt  8  o'clock,  to  Escort  some  Waggons  to  Camp. 

He  Officers  receive  their  instructions  from  Gapt°  WatkinS| 

June,  19*^  1777. 
June,  20««»  1777. 
June,  21**  1777. 

Major  Getf  Armstrong,  Commander. 


Jamss  La»q  to  Board  of  War  of  Pennsylvania,  1777. 

Lancaster  June  22ad,  1777.    ' 
Sir, 

Tis  with  rnnoh  eonoem  T  at  present  trouble  y<>u,  Because  the  In-i 
formation  this  contains  is  very  Disagreeable,  I  here  perceive  every 
meana  of  Depreciatisg  the  paper  currency  of  the  States  practised,  k 
Torryism  holding  up  its  head  with  impunity,  A  Doubloon  was  sold 
ysatetdty  to  a  certain  Paul  Zantainger  for  SOiC,  A  half  joe  selhi  at 
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between  £15  &  20£,  a  Oainea  for  £6  &  apwards,  &.a  Dolfer  fov 
^pwurdfl  of  £1  10«.  Depreoiating  is  really  beoome  a  trade  here  and 
eyen  the  friends  of  liberty  are  i&daoed^  nay  almeit  Neoeentated  to 
adopt  the  baae  measore.  The  Menoniate  rcniae  to  sell  their  prodnoe 
nnlefls  for  hard  oaah  &  when  they  bring  any  market  staff  to  town  wiU 
earry  it  from  house  to  house  &  sell  it  veiy  low  for  hard  cash  but  will 
carry  it  home  again  sooner  than  sell  it  for  Congress  Ourrency,  I  am 
Informed  this  is  done  every  market  day.  I  have  spoke  with  sevenll 
Inhabitants  who  are  all  convinced  of  the  Destructive  tendency  of  these 
I^ractioes  but  even  Mr.  Atlee  says  his  Endeavours  to  prevent  them 
bave  hitherto  been  vain,  because  he  was  not  |»operly  supported  in 
the  steps  he  took,  I  shaU  refer  yon  to  Gapt.  Weaver  for  further  par> 
ticulars. 

Now  Sir,  oonoeiving  it  Absolutelv  Necessary  that  some  steps  be 
immediately  taken  to  stop  these  pernioious  practices,  I  shall  therefore 
Humbly  offer  my  opinion  concerning  a  way  that  I  believe  would 
effect  that  purpose  Let  a  trusty  prudent  yet  spirited  person  who  has 
no  connections  here  be  appointed  to  reside  here  &  take  Oognizance 
of  all  these  matters.  Let  bim  cause  a  party  of  soldiers  seixe  anjc 
person  accused  of  Depreciating,  or  refusing  the  Congress  Currenoyi 
whether  in  buying  or  selling.  Let  bim  immediately  after  seizing 
such  persoD,  take  an  inventory  of  the  persons  estate  Real  &  personal 
&  transmit  the  Inventary  to  any  board  the  Law  might  Direct  &  Let 
the  person  so  seiied  be  immediately  sent  to  the  State  prison  there  to 
remain  without  bail,  till  tryed  for  misprision  of  treaeon  ot  oaU  it 
Felofiy,  if  judffed  proper  &  Let  the  Punishment  ordered  be  adequate 
to  the  crime,  I  confess  the  measure  looks  violent  but  if  something 
equally  so  is  not  immediately  Done,  I  am  firmly  persuaded  ihe  cause 
will  be  materially  hurt,  I  am  ordered  by  a  Court  of  enquiry  held 
here  on  the  19th  Inst.,  of  which  I  was  President  to  transmit  the 
oppinion  of  the  Court  to  yon,  together  with  the  proceedings  that  it 
may  be  laid  before  the  board. 
I  am  with 
^  Due  respect  ft  esteem  Sir, 

most  Obedient  Serv* 

JAS.  LANGh. 

P.  S.  If  our  prisoners  were  well  used  there  might  be  policy  ia 
allowing  them  some  advanoe  on  their  gold. 
IXreded, 

Mr.  Jacob  S.  Howell,  Seoretary  to  the  Pennsyl'  Board  of  War. 
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Jambb  Old  to.  Boarp  of  Wab»  1777. 

Cknttemea, 

Ton  ordered  me  to  write  yoa  that  when  the  mflilaa  Classes  are 
going  oat,  I  should  let  jon  know,  and  as  they  are  now  to  march  and 
severaU  of  my  hands  in  the  Ist  ft  2nd  Glass  and  the  others  are  all 
in  confnsioni  so  that  I  oannot  go  on  with  the  works  as  I  ought  and 
shall  not  be  able  to  fulfill  the  oontraot  I  made  with  yon  for  shott 
without  your  protection  for  such  necessary  hands  as  I  want^  therefere 
I  have  sent  the  bearer  on  purpose  to  desire  yon  will  write  to  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  County  to  permit  me  to  keep  such  hands  as  are 
necessary,  a  list  of  which  the  bearer  can  inform  you,  I  have  not  men- 
tioned their*  names  as  hands  at  Iron  Works,  are  very  often  changed 
and  not  always  to  be  depended  upon,  so  I  have  mentioned  only  the 
number  of  such  as  are  absolutely  neoessary  which  if  I  cannot  keep. 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  Etop  the  Furnace^and  cannot  fullfiU  your 
contract. 

I  am 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  HumUe  Sery' 

JAMES  OLD. 

Reading  Furnace  ) 
82  June,  1777.  j 
DtrecUdf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pennsylvania  War  Office  ) 
26th  June,  1777.  J 

Mr.  James  Old  has  orders  from  this  Board  to  furnish  a  very  large 
quantity  of  Double  headed  shot  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet,  Ac. 

BICH.  BACHE,  Chairman. 
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BoABA  ojt.Wah^  VBUOfJuti  Whixtok,  1777. 

War  Offim,  Jane  2Sd,  1777. 

The  Bearer  Capt.  Watkins  has  an  order  from  Oenl.  Oates  to  take 
poesesflion  of  the  Loganian  Lihrair'*'  fbr  a  store  or  magazine  to  de- 
posit &  deliver  ont  fixed  Ammunition  for  the  use  of  the  Armj.  I 
was  aveise  to  disturbing  the  old  volumes  which  have  been  so  long  in 
a  very  peaceful  slumber  on  the  shelves,  they  consilt  of  such  Books 
as  are  of  very  little  nse  to  the  Public  a  Capacity  to  read  them  being 
(kmfined  to  a  very  few.  But  Mr.  Watkins  represents  that  he  cannot 
by  any  means  procure  another  place  suitable  for  his  purpose  &  is  of 
Opinion  that  our  aiFairs  will  suffer  exceediugly,  unless  a  Magazine  is 
Hnmediately  opened.  I  therefore  have  advised  him  to  get  cases  made 
for  the  Books,  &  deposit  them  in  some  safe  place,  first  giving  notice 
to  the  trnstees  of  the  Library  that  if  they  chose  to  take  care  of  them 
they  will  be  delivered  to  them  or  their  order.  When  the  service  re- 
quires it,  private  property  must  yield  to  public  Necessity,  but  if  any 
other  place  could  have  been  procured,  it  had  been  much  better. 
Capt.  Watkins,  says  yon  seemed  to  be  averse  to  his  having  the  bnild- 
inff  &  I  thought  it  best  to  represent  the  matter  to  yon  &  let  him 
ipjform  yon  of  the  urgency  of  the  Business  that  nothing  might  be 
done  against  your  consent,  as  all  possible  Harmony  shonld  be  cuUi* 
vated  between  the  Continental  Officers  &  those  concerned  in  tho 
Administration  of  the  affairs  of  each  particular  State. 
I  have  the  hoaoor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  very  obed*  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec. 
Directed, 

•   On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  jr.  Bsq.,Pre8ident&  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  State  <^  Pennsylvania. 

.  *  Thk  was  the  old  bailding  which  then  stood  in  the  neighborhood  of  6flk 
&  Oeorg^  (now  Sansom  St.) 
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Otmim  oir  Xhoioji  MoKaab^  177T*^ 

Casb. 

A  freeholder  of  PennsylTania,  in  which  State  he  was  an  InhabitMk 
passes  the  rirer  Delaware  and  jbtns  the  enetmea  of  the  said  State  being 
\jx  Kew  Jersey,  New  Tork,  &  elsewhere,  and  adheres  to  them  :  Ba 
is  arrested,  tn^,  convicted  k  attainted  of  Xreason  in  the  State  of 
New  Fork.  ^  ,      * 

Ist  Question.  Can  he  le^lj  allegCi  that  he  is  not  a  subject  of,. 
nor  owes.i^egiance  to  New  xork  ? 

2nd  Question.  How  would  such  attainder  affect  bis  eatatci  in 
Pennsylvania  ? 

8d.  Is  there  any  process,  that  can  issue  by  the  laws  of  Petinqrl*>. 
vania,  for  outlawing  a  person,  who  will  not  appear,  or  by  what  meana 
can  such  a  person's  estate  be  forfeited  t 

Answer  l'''^ — ^The  freeholder  of  Pennsylvania,  within  the  deserip^ 
ttoQ  in  the  above  ease,  cannot  legally  allege,  Uiat  be  is  not  a  saliijecli 
«f  the  State  of  New  York.  For  even  an  AHen,  who  eotras  there  ab 
first  ptooeably,  has  a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  theaaidi 
State^  and  in  retftrn  he  owes  a  local  AUeguuMe  to  it» 

2'«.  Sudh  an  Attainder  would  not,  in  my  opinion.  a£M  his  estettf 
in  Pennsylvania,  because,  first,  Treaeon  may  be  a  different  thing  and 
diffsrently  punished,  in  New  Tork,  from  Pennsylvania;  and  secondly^ 
a  traitor  shoudd  be  tried  by  a  jury  x>t  the  Oounty,  in  which  the  overt 
act  of  treason  was  committed.  ^ 

&^\  By  the  late  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  G^ttunoAwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, intitled,  <<  An  Act  declaring  what  shall  be  treason,  &c.,'' 
Joining  the  armies  of  the  enemies  of  s'  Commonwealth  is  constituted 
treason ;  and  the  Enemies  of  the  State  of  New  York,  are  the  enemies 
of  Pennsylvania :  And  by  the  act  of  Assembly  of  s'  commonwealth^ 
intitled,  <<  An  Act  to  revive  and  put  in  force  such,  &  so  much  of  the 
late  laws  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  as  is  judged  neeessary  to 
be  in  force,  in  this  comtnonweatth,  io."  The  former  acts  of  Assem- 
bly are  declared  to  be  in  force,  &o.,  (as  therein  mentioned) ;  wherein! 
the  act  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  Gkorge  the  First,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  justice  is  in  force  So  far  as  feUtes  to  this  qnestimi, 
Therefore,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  freeholder  of  Pennsylvania,  com« 
mitting  the  afr*  crime  may  be  indicted  for  it  in  the  county  where  the 
ftot  was  inchoate,  or  in  which  he  resided,  and  that  a  capias  may  be 
issued  against  him,  and  if  he  cannot  be  found  by  the  Sheriff  of  said 
county,  he  the  s^  Sheriff  should  make  proclamation  in  the  Quarter 
Sessions,  &c.,  as  by  the  s^  Act  is  directed  and  the  court  upon  non- 
appearance may  proceed  to  attaint  him,  and  in  consequence,  his  whole 
estate  within  the  commonwealth  will  be  forfeited. 

THOS.  MoEEAN. 
Newark,  June  2Sd,  1777. 
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Thomas  Seymour  to  William  Bbadpo&d^  Esq.,  1777, 

Phflad*,  June  28d,  1777. 
D-Sir, 

I  have  waited  w*^  great  Impatienee^  EzpectiDg  to  receive  the 
Batlance  of  my  pay,  and  an  order  for  my  Bashings  agreeable  to  my 
Bank ;  my  not  receiving  the  ballanoe  of  my  pay  nor  an  order  for 
my  Baahings,  makes  me  take  the  Liberty  to  Trouble  you  w^  these 
Lines,  Begging  yon'U  befriend  me  so  much  as  to  See  me  pay'd.  I 
am  now  in  Want  &  am  left  deetitute  Even  of  having  one  Dollar  im 
Command,  all  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  are  Senseable  I  got  my 
Sickness  in  the  Service,  I  have  a  Large  Doot^  Bill  to  pay  off,  like- 
wise many  others  for  necessarys  in  the  time  of  my  Illness,  as  to  my 
Expenses  up  &  down  the  Biver  last  Winter  &  Spring  will  amount 
to  Considerable  more  than  half  of  my  Bashings,  the  Gentlemen  of 
ilM  Naval  Board  knows  well  I  have  no  Family  nor  home  here  to  go 
too,  but  Intif  ely  upon  Ezpenoee,  therefore  desire  my  Situation  might 
be  Considered. 

According  to  the  Besolves  of  Congress  &  Council  of  Safety,  a 
Commad"  pav  &  Bank  ia  the  same  as  a  Brioad'  Generals,  Which  la 
1^  Dollars  &  12  Bashings  agreeable  to  the  Congress  Books.  I  am, 
B%  W<^  Due  Beapeot, 

your  most  ol^edient  Humble  Serv't, 

TH08.  SEYMOUB. 

Ih'reeUd, 
To  William  Bradford,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Waltbr  Stewaet  to  Board  of  War  of  Pbnn'a,  1777. 

Camp  at  Billet,  June  28d,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Beners  hereof,  Lieutenaitt  Thomas  Boyd  and  Lieutenant 
Joseph  Brown  Lee,  have  I  find  delivered  in  their  Besignation  on 
account  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Johnson  being  promoted  over  their 
heads ;  these  Gentlemen  are  both  Old  Lieu**,  and  are  Esteem'd  in 
the  Begiment  as  good  Officers,  by  no  means  inferior  to  Mr.  John^ 
ton.  When  Mr.  Johnston  (who  was  formerly  a  third  Lieu*  in  the 
Flying  Camp)  applied,  it  was  for  a  first  Lieutenancy,,  which  was 
p-anted,  but  Imagine  there  must  have  been  some  mistake  in  appoint- 
ing him  2nd  first  Lieutenant  in  the  Bcgiment,  over  the  heads  of 
many  Worthy  first  Lieutenants;  I  must  request  you  will  take  the 
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trouble  of  Looking  into  the  matter^  u  I  should  be  sorry  to  loose 
these  two  Ghentlemen^  and 

believe  me  to  be  /rs  sinoerelj, 

WALIBR  STEWART. 

Directed. 

To  Riohatd  Bacbe,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War 
for  the  State  of  Pennsj^lvania. 


Offers  of  Protection  by  Proclamation  of  Gov.   oir 
Detroit,  1777. 

Detroit,  24th  June,  1777. 

Byi  .virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  given  by  his  Exoel- 
Jency  S'  Guy  Carlton,  Knight  of  th^  Bath,  Governor  of  the  province 
.  of  Quebec,  General  and  Commander  in  chief,  &o  ,  &c.,  &o. 

I  assure  all  such  as  are  inclined  to  withdraw  themselves  from  the 
Tyranny  and  oppression  of  the  rebel  committees  and  take  refuge  in 
this  Settlement  or  any  of  the  poets  commanded  by  his  Majesty's 
pffioers  shall  be  humanely  treated,  shall  be  lodged  and  victualled, 
and  such  as  are  off.  in  arms  and  shall  use  them  in  defence  of  his 
majesty  against  rebels  and  Traitdlv  till  the  extinction  of  this  rebel- 
lion, shall  receive  pay  adequate  to  their  former  stations  in  the  rebel 
service,  and  all  common  men  who  shall  serve  during  that  period, 
shall  receive  his  majesty's  bounty  of  two  hundred  Acres  of  Land. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal, 

HENRY  HAMILTON,  ^Seal.] 

Lieut.  Gov.  &  Superintendant 
Copy. 


Henry  Fisher  to  Navy  Board  of  Pennsylvanu,  1777. 

*      Lewistown,  June  25, 1777. 
Gentlemen, 

When  I^  wrote  you  last,  which  was  on  the  22'  of  this  instant,  I 
Aiformed  you  that  the  ships  was  making  up  the  Bay,  but  before  my 
Express  had  been  gone  a  half  an  hour,  they  all  anchored  above  the 
Brandywine,  and  Remain  there  still — there  is  no  more  ships  in 
sight  at  this  time. 

The  Roebuck  and  the  other  ships  Carry  on  a  fine  Stroke  of  trade 
with  the  inhabitants  from  the  uper  part  of  this  County,  and  from 
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Long  Neck  npou  the  North  side  of  Indian  River,  where  they  get  all 
sorts  of  fresh  Provisions  and  Fish  and  fowl  together ;  in  these  two 
necks  of  land  there  is  scarce  one  Whigg,  an(^the  officers  has  given 
oat  that,  if  the  Militia  should  offer  to  hinder  there  trade,  they  will 
land  five  hundred  Men  from  there  ships,  so  that  the  torrvs  will  Joine 
them  with  as  many  more,  and  they  will  Plnnder  the  whole  County. 
M'  George  Jackson  is  comeing  up,  who  will  inform  you  better  than 
I  Can  Write.  There  has  Been  a  Certain  Simon  Kollook  who  Served 
his  time  to  M'  Jonathan  Evans,  Cooper,  in  your  City,  Sent  on  shore 
from  the  Roebuck  with  a  Large  Sum  of  Countedit  thirty  Dollar 
Bills;  he  has  inlisted  near  a  hundred  men  from  the  two  Necks 
above  mentioned,  and  is  gone  Round  to  York  in  a  Schooner  to  Joine 
the  Rascally  Crew.  He,  the  said  EoUock,  left  with  the  High  Sheriff 
of  our  County  a  large  sum  of  his  Base  Money,  which  the  Sheriff 
has  been  buying  up  Cattle  with,  and  emplojing  others  to  Doe  the 
like ;  we  have  detected  some  of  them,  and  at  Snew  Hill  they  have 
taken  up  one  of  the  Sheriffs  Emqiisaries,  one  Solomon  Trust,  and 
ConfinM  him  in  Jail — they  found  upon  him  one  hundred  and  thirty 
Dollar  Bills  all  Counterfit — the  sheriff  is  not  taken  yet,  but  I  hope 
soon  to  hear  he  is ;  if  we  should  be  so  happy  as  to  take  him  I  am 
Persuaded  that  he  will  bring  in  some  of  our  Oreat  men.  This 
Gentlemen,  is  what  may  be  Called  Striking  at  the  Very  Foundation 
of  our  Liberty,  and  I  must  beg  that  you  will  make  all  the  Interest 
with  the  Congress  to  have  our  Case  taken  under  there  serious  Con- 
sideration, and  grant  us  such  Redress  as  they,  in  there  Wisdom,  shall 
thittk  Proper ;  if  they  should  take  no  notice  of  us,  our  State  is 
gone,  and  the  few  friends  to  the  American  Cause  in  these  parts 
must  fiill  a  sacrifice  to  Tyrants. ' 

The  Bearer  hereof,  Major  Henry  Neille,  goes  up  to  waite  upon 
Congress  with  a  Letter  to  that  Honorable  Boddy,  Pointing  out  some 
of  our  Greviftices,  in  hopes  of  Relief.  Any  assistance  you  can  give 
him  will  Ever  be  Remembered  by  Your  Most  Humble  Servant  to 
Command. 

HENRY  FISHER. 

P.  S.  If  something  is  not  done  I  am  under  some  apprehentions  that 
should  the  fleet  Come  in,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  the  Express  by 
land,  for  the  Second  horse  is  kept  at  Evan's,  which  is  in  the  heart  of 
the  torrys^  therefore  you  must  have  that  nest  Broke  up. 

I  am  y", 

H.  FISHER. 

'x/trsdecf, 

To  The  Honorable,  the  State  Navy  Board,  Philadelphia. 
^  Favour  of  Major  Nielle. 
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Obdbbs  to  thb  Militia  to  bb  Bbabt,  1777. 

June  25tfc,  1777. 
To  liett*"  of  Ifuioastfir,  Berks,  NortbamptoDi.  Gbeater  &  PIulad\ 

I  wrote  to  yotx  by  Express  the  19*^  Ins*,  requesting  tbat  you 
would  immediately  order  the  V^  &2^  Glass  of  the  Militia  of  yovr 
Coanty  to  Camp— the  information  the  Goancil  then  rec*  from  bis 
Excell^  Gen.  Washington^  respecting  the  intention  of  the  Enemyi 
made  that  step  absolutely  necessary.  I  hare  now  the  pleasnre  to 
acquaint  vou  that  the  Enemy— disappohtted  in  their  expectations  of 
crossing  the  Delaware,  and  thereby  lay  waste  our  oonntry-^as  made 
a  very  precipitate  retreat  from  Somerset  &  Brunswick  to  Amboy  ; 
the  spirited  manner  in  which  the  Militia  of  New  Jersey  &  of  this 
State  turned  out,  I  have  no  doobt  contributed  greatly  to  influence  , 
the  retreat  of  Gen.  Howe.  However  they  did  not  effect  it  without 
being  greatly  harassed  by  Gen.  WashinfftoUi  notwithstanding  the 
secret  manner  in  whieh  they  conducted  their  march.  It  gives  the 
Gouncil  ereat  uneasiness  to  be  obliged  at  any  time  to  call  upon  the 
Militia,  but  when  our  country  is  threatened  with  invasion  by  a  pow- 
erAil  army  &  fleet,  it  then  becomes  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to 
step  forth  and  defend  every  thing  that  is  valuable— their  Kves, 
liberty,  k  property — this  induced  the  Gouncil  to  call  upon  them. 
It  is  nevertheless  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  prevent  every 
unnecessary  trouble  &  expence  to  the  good  people  of  this  State, 
while  they  are  en^ged  in  this  just  &  necessary  war,  as  possible, 
especially  at  this  time,  when  their  private  conoems  call  for  their 
greatest  attention ;  they  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  tha^the  2*'  Class 
of  the  Militia  of  your  county  need  not  march  to  camp^  as  I  ordered 
in  my  last,  until  Uiey  receive  the  express  orders  of  Gouneil  for  that 
purpose,  but  they  are  to  hold  themselves  in  perfect  readyness  lest 
the  farther  movement  of  the  enemy  should  make  it  necessary  to 
eall  upon  them  of  a  sudden,  which  may  very  possibly  soon  happen. 

I  amS', 

your  very  Hum. 

Gity  of  Philadelphia.~rwo  Glasses  ordered. 

To  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Gounties. — ^Chester  &  Philadelphia. 

Lancaster,  Berks  &  Northampton. — To  hold  the  first  Glass  in 
readyness  to  march  when  called  upon  after  this  date  of  25  June. 

York,  Gum.  &  Northampton. — ^No  new  orders — ^the  former 
to  prepare  one  Glass  to  march  when  ordoed. 

Westmoreland,  Bedford. — ^No  orders. 

2  as  it  stand.— (&  3  with  the  word  first  class  instead  of  2nd.) 
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To  CoMMiTTM  JOE  DBiviNa  ow  Stock,  1777. 

In  Counoil. 

Jane  26, 1777. 
WhereM,  The  Honorable  House  of  Amtmhly  lumog  {msKed  a  wm^ 
ber  of  ReBolves  on  the  14^  of  this  Ine*,  June,  moi  among  otiMir  things 
impowered  the  Presidenty  or  Vioe  P^eident  in  Ooonoil,  to  afnioinl 
a  snfficient  Number  of  Persons  in  Ihe  oitj  of  Philad*,  and  te 
Gonntiea  of  Philad%  Badce  &  Chester,  to  take  in  Oharge,  and  drive 
off  all  kinds  of  Live  Stock,  whenerer  the  spproaeh  of  the  finenij 
shall  make  it  neoessarj  so  to  do.  In  eonsequenoe  of  said  vesolotion^ 
I  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  Council  hereby  impower  &  direei 
yon,  and  each  of  yon,  to  carry  said  Resdlotion  into  ezecntion,  by 
sneh  ways  and  means  as  to  yon  may  appear  most  eftotoal,  and  mak» 
report  of  your  proceedings  therein  to  the  Coancil,  as  soon  as  eon* 
venient  after  each  removal,  having  regard  to  the  Number  and 
.Marks  of  snoh  stock,  and  to  whom  they  belong^-wbioh  yon  may  so 
remove  by  virtne  of  said  resolation-H^nd  the  place  where  removed 
to,  and  for  your  service  herein,  as  well  as  for  that  i^  those  yon  may 
employ  in  the  Execution  of  the  business,  reasonable  aUowanoes  wiU 
be  made. 

Philadelphia,  Chester,  &  Bucks. 


John  Batlbt  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Donnegall  Lancaster  County,  June  y*  27*^.,  1777. 
D'.  Sir, 

I  have  been  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health  ever  since  I  came  Home, 
the  cold  and  Cough  I  had  when  in  Town,  hath  increased  by  the  wet 
weather  I  had  coming  home,  which  hath  put  me  in  a  Slow  fever,  but 
if  it  please  God  I  get  any  better  in  health,  I  shall  go  to  Town  to  the 
Council  and  give  what  assistance  I  can,  the  opposition  given  to  the 
laws  by  the  Dutch,  at  length  hath  Broken  out  into  open  Bebellion, 
they  had  threatened  so  much  and  bound  themselves  to  each  other, 
that  any  Constable  that  would  Levy  on  their  Ooods  for  the  fines 
imposed  by  the  Melitia  Law  the  would  Rebel  agunst  them.  So  that 
the  Constable  would  not  go  without  a  guard  of  armed  melf,  accor- 
dingly en  the  26^.  Instant  Colonel  Lowrey  sent  an  Officer  and  six 
men  with  the  Constable,  by  order  of  a  Magistrate  to  Levy  for  the 
Anes  due  by  one  SanL  Alhright,  who  had  got  enteltgenee  of  their 
ooming,  and  got  together  Twelve  men  and  a  number  of  women. 
Armed  with  Sithes  Coulters,  &  Pitch  forks  the  first  stroke  givcu 
struck  one  of  the  guard  with  a  coulter,  behind  bis  back  wbiub  rplit 
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his  gknl  aboat  4  or  5  Inches,  the  rest  of  the  guard  thought  they 
were  all  in  danger  of  their  Lives,  were  forced  to  fire  on  the  rebelsi 
and  Shot  three  of  the  ringleaders,  but  having  no  more  Amunition, 
bat  what  first  loaded  their  Pieces,  and  some  had  none  at  the  first^ 
was  obliged  to  flee  for  their  Lives  till  the  would  git  Amunition,  yester- 
day we  got  Evidenoe  against  the  Twelve  that  were  at  the  resene, 
Like  wise  23  more  that  were  in  League  with  them,  we  are  obliged 
to  keep  the  Melitia  that  were  on  marching  orders,  till  we  suppress 
this  Bebelion,  these  three  that  are  Shott  are  of  these  Consientious 
People  menoneasts  who  Preten  non  resistance,  and  Persive  Obedi- 
anoe,  and  there  is  about  15  or  20  more  of  the  same  sect  in  the  pub- 
lick  Cabal,  But  I  think  the  greatest  part  of  that  sect  together  with 
Zealous  friends,  are  Secretly  fomenting  the  whole. 

Persuading  these  other  silly  People  of  the  Dutch,  that  if  they 
resisted  and  stand  out  that  we  are  not  able  to  put  the  Laws  in  execu- 
tion against  them.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  when  these  12  are 
taken  that  were  in  the  riot,  Should  be  taken  to  Philadelphia  Goal, 
for  Lancaster  Inhabitants  for  the  most  part  as  you  may  see,  by  their 
Opositions  of  the  Laws,  and  having  such  a  large  number  of  the  Brit- 
ish Prisoners,  Likewise  such  a  large  number  of  the  Hessians,  who 
are  chiefly  out  amongs't  those  Disaffected  Germans,  your  Excellen- 
cies advice  in  this  would  be  of  much  service,  Lietcnant  Galbraitb, 
Colonel  Lowrey,  &  the  rest  of  they  Field  officers  of  his  Battalion, 
and  what  few  Magistrates  are  here,  Get  little  rest  night  or  day,  en- 
davouring  to  enforce  the  Laws,  but  I  hope  if  we  had  those  Twelve 
sent  to  Philad*.  and  the  Heads  men  of  the  others  in  opposition,  put 
under  Bail  to  answer  the  next  Court,  I  think  our  affairs  would  go 
on  afterwards  with  more  regularity. 

I  have  Sir,  the  honour  of  being 

your  excelencies  sincere  friend 
and  Humb'  Serv*, 
JOHN   BAYLY. 
Directecf, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Warton,  Commander  and  Chief  in  and 
over  the  State  of  Pensyl*. 


Lt.  Jacob  Mobgak,  to  Pbbs't  Wiubton,  1777. 

Reading,  Jun^  y  27%  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  Orders  of  the  26^  Instant,  ft 
being  informed  in  the  same  that  the  Orders  for  the  first  Class  of  the 
Militia  of  this  County  are  Countermanded  that  there  is  at  Present 
no  Necessity  of  their  Marching.     At  the  Same  Time  acquainting 
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^ovr  Ezoellenoy  that  we  hare  hai  two  Companys  of  the  first  Olaai 
in  ReadiDeas  to  march  to  morrow  moming,  And  Likewise  gave  or* 
ders  to  the  Second  Class  to  be  in  Readiness  to  march  when  called 
upon,  And  the  remainder  of  the  first  Class  in  great  forwardness,  bnt 
hoping  that  we  will  have  them  in  Readiness  to  march  any  Time 
when  called  npon  hereafter  or  when  Occation  shall  Roquue. 
I  am  Yonr  Excellencjs 

most  Obedient  Hnm^^*  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Lieu*. 

Dmciedf 
To  his  Excellencj  Thomas  Wharton  jon.  President. 


Bartbbm  Galbratth,  Lt.  Col.,  to  Prbs't  Whartok,  1777- 

Donegal,  27th  Jnne,  1777. 
May  it  please  yonr  Exoellenoy. 

Sir — In  consequence  of  your  Sundry  orders  to  me  relative  to  the 
embodying  &  Marchins  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  to 
Chester  on  Delaware,  I  have  used  my  utmost  efforts.  I  find  in  s 
General  way  that  it  must  be  substitutes  chiefly  who  are  to  march 
from  this  County,  and  am  unhappy  in  finding  an  Opposition  in 
Various  parts  of  it  (as  to  putting  the  laws  in  execution)  which  I 
believe  ow's  to  the  backwardness  of  the  leading  People  of  the 
Borough  of  Lancaster;  Notwithstanding  I  bro*  up  Commissions, 
when  last  in  Pbilad*  for  them,  not  one  yet  Qualifyd ;  which  is  a 
means  of  preventing  me  from  carrying  the  Militia  Law  into  its 
proper  force  there  as  well  as  in  the  adjacent  parts  thereto.  Such 
•parts  of  the  County  as  have  Magistrates,  I  have  made  my  applioation 
to  them  k  have  set  the  matter  properly  on  foot.  Pm  under  a  need- 
oessity  of  detaining  such  who  I  have  as  yet  eroployd  Substitutes,  for 
the  Protection  of  the  Civil  Authority  untill  I  receive  your  further 
Instruetions. 

On  the  Twenty  fifth  Inst.,  James  Bailey,  Esq.,  one  of  y«  Magis- 
trates for  this  County,  &  who  lives  within  the  Neighbourhood  of 
those  Opposers  reported  to  you  by  me  when  in  Philad*  (upon  appli* 
cation  from  me)  proceeded  to  recover  fines  on  delinquents  for  days  of 
Exercise,  The  Constable  declaring  himself  unwilling  to  Serve  in  that 
Capacity  unless  protected  by  a  Guard  of  men  w^**  was  granted  by 
Col*  Lowrv,  on  request  of  the  Magistrate ;  went  to  the  House  of 
Michael  Albright,  father  of  Samuel  Albright,  a  person  who  was  one 
of  the  delinquents  (k  had  been  summoned  before,  with  others,  as 
directed,  bnt  refused  to  appear  and  damning  the  Constable,  saying 
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wbo  mad*  saA  Magistntes  &  imob  Laws,)  ihe  Gonstabla  raading  to 
him  hia  Ezacution  A  telling  hixa  that  ha  miiBt  haya  Body  or  gooda, 
k  reqaoated  him  to  ffoo  peacaably  along  to  the  Magistrate^  dureing 
which  conversation  there  aaaembled  a  number  of  Riotona  perBona  to 
the  amount  of  12  or  13  (the  oonetablea  goard  was  6  men)  when  the 
said  Samuel  refiued  going,  and  at  the  same  time  deaireing  the  guard 
to  stand  off,  the  first  man  who  touched  him  should  be  a  dead  man ; 
upon  which  the  guard  surrounded  him;  when  one  of  those  Roitous 
fellows  who  had  assembled  to  his  Assistance^  struck  one  of  the  Ouard 
with  the  Coulter  of  a  Plough^  &  knocked  him  down  (who  died  in  a 
few  hours)  began  the  Fray. 

The  Ouard  wounded  three  of  them  badly,  among  which  was 
Albright.  The  Magistrate  proeeeded,  hM  an  Inqneat  on  the 
dead  J3ody  and  the  Jury  found  it  murder — there  is  as  yet  but  one 
of  them  taken,  who  is  sent  to  Goal :  the  others  are  fled  or  seoreated 
by  their  friends  &  not  yet  taken.  Special  Warrants  are  out  &  Vm 
determined  to  have  them  taken,  as  well  as  enforce  the  Law  at  all 
events,  but  will  be  obliged  to  goe  slowly  on  for  want  of  peace  Officers. 
I  have  on  the  examination  of  the  evidences  on  oath,  on  the  Inquest, 
found  thl9  names  of  a  number  of  people  who  were  the  first  excitors 
of  the  present  Opposition,  against  whom  I  expect  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately &  have  them  bound  over;  I  shall  wait  with  patience  your  answer 
to  this  &  expect  a  line  of  Instruction  how  to  proceed.  I'm  in  want 
of  Cash  &  expect  you'l  send  me  Some,  &  am  oblised  tojgive  moat  of 
the  Substitutes  £60  for  the  draught  of  two  months.  Ihave  at  the 
same  time  inclosed  you  the  deposition  of  Thomas  McArthur,  a 
rentable  man  of  Paxton  Township,  against  one  Davis,  a  Hatter 
who  lives  next  door  to  the  Sign  of  the  Bare,  in  Market  street| 
Fhilada.  Sir,  it  is  with  regret  I  behold  the  people  in  general  with  us 
and  among  us,  in  that  Carractcr  of  Contractors,  Qr  Masters,  &o.,  who 
are  from  every  thing  that  appears,  disaffected  &  cannot  be  entituled 
to  the  Carracter  of  friends  to  their  Country,  as  conduct  of  this  kind 
ia  productive  of  jealousys  &  doubts  to  many  people  of  this  State,  I 
eould  wish  that  such  matters  were  enquired  into,  in  justice  to  the 
Continent,  and  for  the  future  suppress  such  Villainies. 
I  have  the  h<mour  to  be  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  H'le  Serv't, 

BABTREM  GALBRAITH, 
Lieutenant  L.  C. 

Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton, 
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Lx.  Col.  Babtkbm  CLiLB&AJxs  t«  Pub's  WfiUPirroN^  1777. 

Laaoasfter,  28Ui  Jone,  1777. 
May  it  please  yoar  Bxeellenc;,   ' 

]  Sit,  I  ibis  moment  have  recc*  your  letter  of  the  25th  losti  the. 
tideiogs  are  very  exceptable  to  me  &  will  be  to  the  ffeneralitv  of 
People  DO  doubt.  I  have  employed  a  Number  of  Substitutes  &  shall 
keep  them  in  pay  untill  I  apprebeud  the  Yillians  discribed  to  yon 
in  Yesterday's  letter ;  the  want  of  Magistrates  in  Lancaster  is  the 
Greatest  Loss  I'm  at^  I  hope  your  ExoelTency  will  take  some  measure 
in  regard  to  that  matter  as  well  as  Burgesses.  I  alone  with  a  few* 
Individuals,  am  become  the  Butt  of  the  whole  County,  I  have  had. 
many  threatenings  but  paid  no  attention,  &  unless  something  spirited 
is  don  I  know  not  whether  I  may  be  Safe,  as  they  have  began  with 
ao  much  Violence ;  the  express  waits  &  I  rest^ 

8ir,  your  most  obedient  Humble  Serv't| 

BABTBBM  OALBBAITH,  Laao'r  Co'ty. 

Direetedj 

To  His  Exosllenoy  Thomas  Wbartosi  Bsq'r,  GoBmander  in  Ghiel 
State  of  Penniy  Waaia. 


RicHAED  Bachb  to  Committeb  OP  Safety,  1777. 

Pennsjlvania  War  Office^  July  Ist,  1777. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Dnndas  being  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  off  the 
Workmen  that  have  been  discharsed  from  Biilingsport,  and  there 
being  no  money  in  the  hands  of  Uie  Treasurer  at  presenti  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  him  to  the  Executive  Council,  being  with  great  respeot 
in  behalf  of  the  board. 
Sir 

Tour  moat  Obed't  Serv't, 

RICHARD  BACHB,  Chairman. 
Directed, 
His  ExceH'y  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'. 
Vol.  v.— 18 
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Lbwis  NioWiA  to f  1777. 

.     Julj2,1777.   3 
Sir, 

A  Deserter  wbo  came  bere  Yesterday  morning  having  giveii  some 
interesting  intelligence,  I  thinK  it  mj  datj  to  communicate  it  to  jdur 
Excellency  &  the  Hon'ble  Council. 

John  Warrel,  a  Private  Sentinel  in  the  23d  Reg^  of  Foot  in  the 
King  of  Qreat  Britains  service,  says,  that  he  sailed  from  Spithead 
the  4th  May  last  in  a  fleet  of  170  sail,  of  which  one  was  a  line  of 
battle  ship,  &  4  others  Frigates  &  Sloops,  the  rest  transports,  con* 
taining,  as  was  reported  amongst  the  men,  8,000  British  ^  troops. 
One  regiment  newly  raised  in  belaud  &  cloathed  in  plain  yellow, 
another  raised  in  Scotland  dressed  in  green,  and  a  body  of  riflemen 
of  about  250,  under  the  command  of  Cap^  Ferguson,  who  has  in- 
vented a  new  kind  of  rifle  that  is  loaded  at  the  breech  &  was  fired 
six  times  in  a  minute  in  presence  of  the  king,  the  rest  of  the  troops 
old  corps  b  recruits  for  the  reeiments  already  here. 

On  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  they  were  met  by  an  English 
^Frigate,  when  27  sail  of  the  Fleet  were  detached  for  New  York 
vnder  convoy  of  a  sloop  of  war,  but  does  not  know  the  destination 
of  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  (probably  Quebec.)  The  detached  part  of 
the  Fleet  arrived  at  New  York  the  15th  Instant,  when  he  was 
draughted  into  the  2S*  Beg*,  &  was  at  Sommerset  Courthouse.  That 
on  the  retreat  from  Brunswick  his  Regiment  was  one  of  the  last  that 
marched,  that  they  were  ordered  to  set  fire  to  a  large  white  house  in 
the  skirts  of  the  town  which  had  been  used  as  a  Storehouse,  (this 
probably  was  burned  on  account  of  some  stores  the  enemy  could  not 
take  away,  &  they  did  not  choose  should  fall  into  our  hands.)  The 
general  conversation  amongst  the  men  during  the  retreat  was  that 
they  were  intended  to  go  up  the  North  river. 

The  informant  further  says  that  a  short  time  before  he  was 
pressed  in  London  there  had  been  two  violent  riots  in  London, 
during  which  the  most  violent  resentment  had  been  shewn  against 
Lords  Bute  &  North,  who  had  been  obliged  to  abscond.  I  am  with 
respect  your  Excellencies  &  the  Hon'ble  Oouncils 
Host  humble  &  obedient 
Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
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« 

PKKSiDraT  Whakton(T)  to  Congress,  17T7. 

In  Oonndl,  July  8, 1777. 
Oentlemeiii   « 

The  Hon.  Congress  by  a  Resolve  dated  Jane  11,  recommended 
that  the  Works  intended  to  be  erected  at  Billingsport,  &o.,  should 
be  carried  into  execution  by  Monsieur  Du  Goudray  &  Oen.  Mifflia 
k  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  and  beinc  desirous  to  have 
them  finished  as  speedily  as  possible  I  request  that  you  wi}l  pleasei 
to  mbvo  in  Congress  that  the  Troops  lately  arrived  from  Carolini^ 
may  be  employ'd  to  assist  the  Militia  of  this  State  &  that  of  New 
Jersey  in  compleatins  the  Plan,  unless  they  can  render  more  essen- 
tial service  to  the  United  States  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  .much  respect, 
gent'n, 
^  yours,  &c. 

Directed^ 
To  .the  Hon.  the  Delegates  State  Pennsyla.,  in  Congress.    ' 


Exec.  Council  to  Jas,  Young  &  other  Justices,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philada.,  July  4, 1777. 
Sir, 

9^he  Council  finding  it  to  be  the  desire  of  many  of  the  true  friends 
of  liberty,  that  publie  rejoicings  should  commemorate  this  anftivert 
■ary  of  the  Independence  of  North  America,  and  among  other  marks 
•f  festivity  that  the  Citisens  illuminate,  yielded  their  countenance 
therate,  with  a  view  to  regulate  the  same  &  prevent  disorders. 

Accordingly  they  inserted  a  piece  in  the  Evening-post  of  1m4 
liiphi,  reoomm^ding  moderation  k  forbearance  towards  persons  who 
aiigfat  not  illuminate ;  for  many  entertain  oonseientions  sorufte 
eoseeming  the  kwfnlnese  of  these  things.  But  they  do  not  think 
Ikat  this  cautioo  is  words  is  sufficient.  They  therefore  beg  the 
attention  &  aid  of  the  magistrates,  A  request  that  they  may  eonudec 
of  proper,  yet  prudent  measures,  wherein  they  may  co-operate  with 
the  Council. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  that  all  the  Constables  be  ordered  to 
be  about  Town  in  the  Evening;  and  also  the  Watchmen,  at  an 
early  hour,  concerning  whom  we  send  to  the  Wardens.  And  it 
appears  a  good  precaution  to  advise  by  bellmen,  by  note  at  the 
Cofee  house,  &  otherwise  every  Inhabitant,  who  sets  up  lights,  to 
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eztinetiiBh  them^  at  eleven  o'clock  precneelj.    Bat  these  thinga  are 
ODlyninted. 

It  is  however  necessary  to  infarm  yon,  that  the  GonncQ  expect 
that  Gotonel  Kiehda,  the  Town  Major,  will  be  assisted  with  200 
Soldiers  to  p&trole  the  streets  of  this  City  in  the  Evening,  &  as  long 
into  the  night  as  may  be  necessary.  He  will  probably  ai^  for  some 
i€  the  Constables  to  direct  in  preserving  the  peace. 

A  iSre-work  to  be  placed  on  the  Common,  will  probably  draw 
many  disorderly  persons  out  of  town  after  dark,  bat  this  may  fake 
6ff  die  Citizens  &  their  Servants  too,  so  as  to  leave  the  candles 
unattended,  &  cause  fires  to  happen,  a  ciroamstance  which  is  worthy 
of  your  attention. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  h'ble  Servant, 

T.W.* 

Directed^ 

To  h'ble  Jils.  Young,  Esq',  to  be  communicated  to  the  other 
Justices. 


B.  MA0ALE6TEB  TO  PBBSmSNT  WhARTON,   1777. 

.  Hanover  Town,  July  4th,  1777. 

Altho  I  have  don  Every  thing  in  my  Power,  there  still  Bemaing 
Overall  Parts  in  this  County  I  Cant  Oct  arratnged,  they  will  not 
meet  to  chuse  ofesers,  nor  will  any  that  we  make  Choice  of  serve, 
in  toin  parts  they  Carry  the  matter  so  farr  as  to  threaten  the  lives 
of  the  officers  that  have  Excepted,  there  is  now  some  w^  me  for 
arms  andamonition,  &  say  they  must  Leave  there  Dwellings  if  not 
snpo/ted,  men  they  can  Raise  they  say,  bat  arms  &c.  is  not  in  there 
Power,  they  are  threatened  there  houses  k  windoes  drove  to  shattei 
in  'the  Night,  this  County  is  Qaite  Destitude  of  arms,  &  not  many 
Places  IB  more  need.  I  hope  y  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  aend  m 
inply  of  the  Above  Artickles  as  soon  as  Posable. 

As  soon  as  I  have  &ot  a  Betum  of  the  offosers  I  shall  send  tfaemj 
wUoh  shall  be  as  speedily  as  posable;  Indeed  I  fizpeet  nothing 
less  than  when  this  long  tailed  oath  is  to  be  imposed  on  the  Peofde 
in  many  parts  of  this  County  we  shall  have  som  tmble  on  hand,  as 
Biaay  are  of  opinion  it  is  Verry  impolitiek  at  Present.  I  am  w^  *. 
Due  Respect  y>  Honours  most  obedient  h'le  Servenf , 

R*  M'CALESTER.   ' 

Ifirectedy 

To  The  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'r,  President,  Ptila- 
delpbia. 

*  8e«  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI  p.  287. 
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Pbbsibsvt  Whartok  to  YiBamiA  Dblmaus  jm 
CoifeBiss,  1777. 

In  GouDoil,  Philftdelpfaia,  Julj  5^  1777. 
Gentlemen^ 

Being  authorized  by  the  Comm4mweeIth  of  Pennsylvania  to  pr<b 
pose  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  a  final  settlement  of  tlM 
disnnted  boandarjline  between  the  two  States,!  think  myself  happy 
to  nave  opportunity  of  doing  it  thro'  yon.  The  proposals  on  our 
side,  taken  together  will  I  oonoeive,  appear  so  reasonable,  that  I 
flatter  myself  they  lay  a  fonndafion  for  an  happy  adjustment  of  all 
differences.  You  have  them  in  the  enclosed  extract  from  the 
minutes  of  Assembly^  to  which  I  beg  leaye  to  refer  youi  being  ' 
Sirs, 

your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant| 
THO.  WHARTON,  jun.,  Pres't.^ 

JHreeied. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Virginia  la  GengreM 


pRBsiPBNT  Wharton  to  John  Batlkt,  17T7. 

In  Council,  July  5, 1777. 
Jno.  Bayley,  Esqr.,' 

Yonrs  of  the  27^  of  Jnne  came  to  hand,  by  which  I  was  inlbnned 
if  the  violent  oonduct  of  those  people  who  make  such  loud  deelam* 
tions  aoainat  the  lawfulness  of  repeting  the  open  and  professed  fine* 
aiea  of  our  Nataral  and  civil  rights  as  freemen,  and  the  daageiont 
length  they  have  carried  their  reseatmant  to,  denying  by  their  emel 
and  Illegal  oonduct  (in  this  ease)  that  pacifiok  dispositioa  nndev 
which  they  have  hitherto  screened  themselves,  and  oeen  exempted 
by  the  laws  of  their  Country  from  p^rsonsl  service  under  the  military 
regulation.  The  daring  opposition  given  to  Government  by  these 
pe^le  in  this  unhappy  instance,  ought  to  stimulate  everr  officer  in 
the  civil  department  to  vigorous  exertions  of  his  duty  in  thq'jmsariV 
ing  of  peace  and  good  order  in  his. Neighbourhood,  to  convince  our 
internal  Enemies  that  the  laws  of  the  state  must  and  will  be  sup- 
ported, and  as  well  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  honest  and  upright 
that  they  have  a  place  of  security  to  fly  to  for  protection  in  all  cases. 
Your  opinion  with  respect  to  sending  the  most  notorious  leaders  in 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.  p.  240. 


m  PEttfNSYLYANIA  ABOHnTBS  177T. 

the  late  riot  to  Philad*  jail^  appears  to  be  fonnded  in  reason,  as  it 
may  be  attended  with  good  effeots  on  several  aoooants.  By  striotly 
porsainff  the  wholesome  regulation  the  late  acts  of  Assembly  has 
provided  for  the  jnreseryation  of  oar  free  and  Independent  state,  I 
malbe  no  donbt  of  soon  seeing  peaoe  A  good  order  restored.  I  have 
wrote  more  fally  to  CoL  Galbreath  on  this  snbjeot,  as  yonr  attends 
ance  in  Council  is  greatly  wanted,  having  as  yet  only  a  bare  quorum 
of  members ;  this  being  our  present  situation,  I  need  not  use  any 
farther  argument  to  excite  your  speedy  return. 

I  am  Sir,  your  &Q. 


LtBiTT.  S.  Hunter  to  Prbsidbnt  Whabtok,  1777. 

Northmberland  County. 
Fort  Augusta,  5**  July  1777. 
Silt: 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  Dated  y«  19*^  June,  to  stop  the  militia 
of  this  County  from  marching,  I  Rood,  the  29th,  when  the  first  olass 
was  on  their  march  to  Bristol  on  the  Delaware,  Which  I  had  to  tend 
after  them  to  Return  back  again ;  and  all  thb  was  owing  to  yoor 
liCtter  to  me  being  delayed  on  the  Road.  Suppose  sent  by  M'  Robb 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  our  Coanty  in  .^^mbly.  The  people 
in  General  that  composed  tho  first  class  turned  out  Spirited  on  this 
oocasioA,  and  I  hope  will  always  do  so  when  their  Country  calls 
them.  There  was  ooe  Company  marched  upwards  of  sixty  miles, 
&  two  other  Compaoys  about  thirty,  and  on  Uieir  return  I  promised 
to  see  them  paid  untiil  they  returned  home.  The  Expence  that  has 
4ooraed  in  Yietnalling  &  other  Necessarys,  I  hope  will  be  allowed 
by  the  Council,  and  if  bo,  please  to  order  me  aboat  Three  Hnndrei 
Pounds,  which  you  may  intrust  the  Bearer,  Doctor  Frances  Alisoui 
with,  and  I  shall  be  accountable  for  e^  sum  or  sums  that  yon  send. 
Pfooureing  substitutea  for  some  People  occasioned  some  tronble,  bal 
WB  are  in  4  fair  way  of  setling  that  now. 
I  am  S%  y  most 

Obed*  Humble  Serv*. 

SAML.  HUNTER,  laetit 

To  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun%  President 
.  Forwarded  by  Doctor  Frances  Allison. 
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Presibsnt  Whabton  to  Jno.  HublbY)  1777- 

Philad- July  7«*  1777- 

Sir: 

Bj  order  of  the  Council  I  have  sent  to  your  care  the  sum  of  one 
Thousand  pounds  by  the  hand  of  BLobert  G^albraith,  Esq%  which  they 
revest  you  to  forward  by  a  safe  hand  to  Colonel  Bartram  Galbraith 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  costs  of  Muskets,  to  be  purchased  by 
him;  &c. 

With  Great  respect, 
lam 
Yonr  Tery  Inunbi*  Servanti 
Directed. 
To  John  Hnbkj,  Esq',  Lanoa^r. 


Tkesidsst  WffARTON  TO  Bartrbm  Galbbaith,  1777. 

Pha»d-,  Jnly  7«,  1777. 

By  order  of  the  Council  I  hare  forwarded  to  John  Hubley,  Esq**, 
of  Lancaster  by  the  hands  of  Robert  Oalbraith,  Esq'^  the  sum  of  one 
Thousand  pounds,  which  he  is  requested  to  forward  to  you  by  a  safd 
hand ;  this  money  is  intended  to  pay  for  such  Muskets  as  you  msy 
have  procured  in  your  County.  I  suppose  a  further  sum  will  be  seni 
you  a»«oon  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  of  it. 
lam 

with  great  respeot| 
«   Your  yery  humble  serrank 
Directed^ 
To  Bartram  Qalbrai th;  Esqr^  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Lancaster. 
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Wm.  Lyon  to  Pbbsidknt  Wharton,  1777. 

CarUde,  July  7%  1777. 
Hcaomed  Sir, 

I  have  twice  Verbally  asked  the  Books  and  Papers^  &o.,  belonging 
to  the  Prothonotarj's  Office  of  M'.  Agnew,  the  Kite  acting  Trotho- 
tary  for  this  oonnty.  The  first  time  he  gave  some  encouragement 
that  he  would  deliver  them  up,  but  the  second,  he  told  me  he  thought 
himself  not  safe  in  delivering  them  without  orders  from  Col.  Francis 
to  whom  be  gave  bond  with  security  as  well  for  the  delivery  of  the 
office  up  to  him  at  the  expiration  of  a  Certain  term,  as  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty  in  the  office^  this  answer  I  look  upon  as  equi- 
tocal  and  think  he  designs  to  give  all  the  IVouble  h0  can  before  he 
parts  with  the  Books  &  Papers  &c.,  I  have  therefore  made  a  demand 
of  the  office  in  writing  according  to  Law^  he  still  declines  ^ving  ap 
the  office  or  any  part  of  it,  but  says -he  will  not  oppose  its  being 
taken  from  him. 

As  the  Justices  have  agreed  to  hold  the  court  of  General  Quarter 
Sesi^ians  here  on  the  22"^  Instant  and  the  Common  Pleas  the  sane 
week,  being  the  usual  time  for  holding  the  Summer  Courts  for  this 
Coiinjty,  wai^t  of  the  Books,. Papers,  &c.y  must  then  be  a  very  great  De- 
triment to  Court  Proceedings;  an  Order  or  such  directions  from  the 
Council  to  the  Justices  as  may  be  adjudged  requisite  ox^  the  matter, 
will  be  very  neoessary,  which  if  conveyed  by  the  Bearer  M'  Jonathan 
Eearsley  will  reach  this  in  all  probability  before  Court  and  mny, 
answer  the  end  in  my  opinion  much  better  than  to  have  it  deiay'd? 
^a  to  the  seal  of  office  M"  Agnew  says  it  is  the  property  of  CoL 
Pranois  and  on  that  account  refuses  to  give  it  up. 

inclosed  is.  a  list  of  officers  with  their  Rank,  in  the  Militia  of  thia 
County,  which  the  Sub-Lieutenants  have  signed  and  desired  me  to 
send  you  in  order  that  Commissions  may  be  issued. 

The  three  inclosed  Returns  of  Justices  of  the  peace  for  this  County 
is  all  that's  yet  come  to  hand  of  the  seven  townships  you  wanted 
Returns  of,  tho^  I  wrote  to  all  of  them  immediately  upon  my  gettmg 
home,  if  any  naore  cometf  to  my  hand  shall  forward  them. 

I  need  scarcely  mention  the  second  man  Returned  for  Justice  in 
Leek  Township,  as  not  deserving  that  office,  he's  said  by  many  (and 
I  believe  it)  not  to  be  an  honest  man,  I  think  M'.  Hoge  will  agree 
to  the  same. 

The  People  here  seems  quiet  as  to  publick  matters  and  the  Militia 
I  understand  by  the  Sub-Lieutenants,  are  in  pretty  good  order,  the 
People  in  and  about  this  Town  has  not  yet  falen  in  to  take  the  oath 
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of  Sdeltty  iave  8  v#r J  low,  Imt  I  ffcink  1JI6J  nilst  0OOB  ne  the 

aity  of  a  Gomplj&noe. 
I  am 
Tour  Etedkncj'a 
'  Moat  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WHXm.  LYON* 


Lbwis  Kicola  to  Colonel  John  Shee,  1777. 

July  7th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  jour  desire  that  I  ahould  hr  letter  remind  tou  of  Uw 
Request  I  made  last  Saturday  that  the  Board  of  War  would  be  pleaaed 
to  direct  Col.  Melcher  or  aome  of  hiadeputiea  to  lay  before  the  boar4 
an  act  of  all  the  firing  issued  by  my  oraer  laat  winteri  together  witli 
my  orders,  when  the^oard  is  possessed  of  theaoi  the  account  maybe 
apeedily  setMed,  aa  it  ia  only  computing  how  many  weeks  I  haye 
drawn  for  8  Guards,  at  three  quarters  of  a  cord  a  week  to.  which  I 
hope  the  Board  will  be  pleased  to  add  a  quarter  of  a  cord  ^  week 
liNBiBg  the  allowance  for  one  room,  aa  I  was  obliged  to  bum  foil  tbat 
quantity  in  a  lo^  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  a  large  number 
Qf  persons  who  came  to  me  Daily  on  publick  bnameaa  without  it9 
paving  been  of  any  uae  to  my  family,  ahould  this  b«  refused  I  ahall 
be  on  a  worae  footing  than  every  other  officer  who  ia  allowed  thafr 
quantity  for  his  private  use.  Another  small  aUowance  of  about  2  or 
8  oorda  must  be  made  on  the  following  accounts.  The  first  Guard  on 
Oenl.  Ewing  was  placed  in  a  house  at  the  corner  of  Second  &  Market 
Street,  eeeupied  by  MiKtia,  who  burned  a  cord  put  in  for  the  Guard 
in  one  day  &  the  day  following,  when  the  Guard  was  removed  to  a 
Btore  at  the  back  of  Mr.  John  Mitehela  house,  I  was  obliged  to  supply 
them  again,  when  Genl.  Gates  ordered  a  guard  of  regukrs  to  mount 
for  him,  it  was  placed  in  the  Court  House  jc  the  weeks  attowaiice  of 
fifing  'nsffularly  put  in,  &  generally  consumed  in  5  days,  which  de« 
ficiesoy,  I  refused  to'makegood  till  ordered  by  the  General  to  supply 
-the  guard,  as  it  was  unreasonable  that  men  who  were  no  ways  ooa- 
oenied  in  the  wasteful  use  of  the  wood  should  suffer  fpr  ft,  this  was 
tte  Mae  fbr  a  few  weeka  liif  I  found  Sdward  Barry  Seij«  Major  to 
the  Cily  Guards,  lived  at  a  reaaonable  distance  from  the  Court  house 
whsA  I  made  him  take  the  wood  into  his  yard  &  give  daily  a  7th  part 
to  th«  guard,  these  are  fhets  I  solemnly  assure  you  of,  &  can  give 
nifficiest  proef,  I  am  mnrj  to  trouble  you  with  such  an  epistle  but 
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ihoagfai  ifc  neeeisnry  to  put  the  affltur  in  its  true  Hght,  Permit  me  to 
assure  you  that  I  am 

Sir, 
Your  most  obed*  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Directed^ 
To  Colonel  Jobn  Shoe. 


BsSOLUTIOIirB  OF  CONQBESS,  1777. 

In  Congress;  8  Jaly,  1777. 
Besolved, 

That  Qeneral  Nash  he  directed  immediately  to  repair,  with  the 
North  CaroHna  and  Virginia  Forces  now  in  and  about  Philadelphia, 
to  Billingsport;  there  to  remain  'till  fartber  Orders :  and  that  these 
Troops,  with  the  Militia  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  already 
ordered  to  that  place,  be  employed  in  compleating  the  works  for  the 
Defense  of  the  River  Delaware. 

9  July,  1777. 
Besolved, 

That  the  'Besolution  of  yesterd&y  relative  to  the  measures  taken 
fat  the  Defense  of  Billingsport,  be  transmitted  'to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  they  be  desired  to  go 
oUi  with  the  assistance  Congress  hath  afforded  them,  to  complete  the 
works  at  that  place  with  all  Expedition,  agreeably  to  the  Report  of 
tiie  OommitteCi  referred  to  them  by  Congress,  on  the  11  June  last. 

Copies  from  the  Journals 
WILLIAM  CH,  HOUSTON,  Dep.  Seo. 


Thomas  Savadok  to  Board  of  War  of  Pknnstlvaku,  1777* 

Pennsylvania  Salt  works,  July  8, 1777. 
Sir, 

Toor^s  of  the  Ist  Inst,  duly  came  to  hand.  I  shall  take  care  to 
furnish  the  troops  with  provisions  on  the  best  terms  I  can,  you  hare 
not  mentioned  what  rations  they  draw  which  leaves  me  much  at  a 
loss  what  to  provoide,  I  beg  you'll  inform  me  the  first  opportunity. 

The  tediousness  and  delay  of  erecting  these  woEks  arises  ftom  not 
obtaining  an  exemption  of  my  people  from  military  duty  in  the  militia 
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^  iMtiBg  nd  'gnml  Een  fbr  their  deCmoeyaad  wlub  muh  otiAtdm 
tie  in  ihe  wty^  I  do  not  know  when  I  sluill  get  them  to  work^  or  keep 
tkem  »t  worky  if  thej  where  eompleated^  it  takes  half  my  time  riding 
abont  the  Conntry  looking  for  freeh  handsi  and  when  I  haye  had 
them  two  weeks  the  militia  takes  them  away,  yesterday  G;*  wamecl 
erefy  man  I  have  at  wgrk  to  maroh  on  Satiuday  next^  and  harvest 
Goming  on  dont  know  where  to  get  one  man^  my  mill-wright  has  not 
been  at  work  sineeCol.  Morris  &  his  party  were  here  last  winter,  his 
reason  was  because  I  had  no  protection  for  them,  either  from  military 
dutyi  or  defence,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  get  another  since  on  any 
terms,  I  have  about  two  weeks  woric  to  do  at  the  mill  &  pumps  which 
would'  enable  me  to  get  four  pain  at  work;  and  the  remainder  in  a 
short  time. 

If  my'people  leave  the  works  on  Saturda^^  which  undoubtedly  they 
must|  Hudl  take  that  opportunity  of  oomeing  to  town. 
I  remain  Sir^ 

Your  most  Humble  Serv* 

THOS.  SAVADGB. 
Directed^ 

To  Bich'd  Bache,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Okhl.  WAflHiNaTON  TO  Pbbsibkot  Whaeton,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Morristowni  July  0th,  1777. 
QentiemeU; 

I  find  aoourate  Draughts  or  Maps  of  the  Country  which  is  or  may 
be  the  seat  of  War  so  essentially  necessary,  that  I  must  beg  leave  to 
lecommend  such  a  measure  with  all  possible  Expedition,  so  far  as 
regards  the  shores  of  the  Delaware  where  the  Enemy  may  probably 
land  &  march.  When  the  enemy  have  once  possessed  themselves  of 
of  any  part  of  the  Country  every  attempt  to  delineate  it  becomes 
difficult  if  not  wholly  impracticable;  the  Propriety  therefore  of  doing 
it  with  all  'possible  Advantage,  I  trust  will  be  teo  obvious  to  your 
Honourable  Board  to  make  it  necessary  to  push  it  farther. 

In  the  Execution  of  this  work,  I  would  wish  the  EmiDenoes,  Dis- 
tances of  Phoesy  Woods,  Streams  of  Water,  Marshy  Places  &  Passes 
may  be  particularly  noted.    And  that  it  be  done  on  as  large  a  scale 
as  is  tolerably  convenient. 
I  am  Gentlemen; 
with  due  respect  &  regard 

Your  most  obed'  & 

very  Hble  Serv* 

G'.  WASHINGTON. 
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,  P.  8/  I  imroely  Aifakit  neodtiafj  io  lag^  BMnqr  A?  ctitilo»i» 
Ae  «EB6itfcioB  of  this  Work,  n  its  tslue  A  inpoittaoe  mnsi  T«py  tnoaif 
depMd  not  oiiiy  on  ^  Abilitj;  bat  Psidity  of  dioM  to  lAdm  it  ii 
itumated.'*' 

Bis  Exoellr  Tkoxnaa  Wharton  Esq^  Piosidont  of  th«  BzAonti?^ 
Council  of  the  State  of  Penaajrlvaoia. 


Tab  ExAMmrATioif  of  Thomas  Patterson,  1777, 

Philad%BS.    July  the  9%  1777. 

Taken  "Mwf^  James  Touug  &  Philip  Boehm,  Eaff^f  two  of  the 
Juslioes^  &G.  On  Suspicion  of  being  Inimical  to  Amencan  Freedom* 
Says  that  he  has  liyed  for  these  three  Years  past  with  David  Sprout, 
Merch*  in  this  (%y,  that  M"  Sprout  left  this  about  four  Weeks  t^o^ 
but  where  he  intended  to  go  to  does  not  know,  &  that  on  the  Sunday 
following  the  Ex",  went  up  to  Will"  M'^Mutries,  about  eight  miles 
from  this  where  he  saw  M'  Sprout,  &  in  the  evening  was  foroed 
over  the  Biver  in  a  Battoe  bv  one  of  M^'Mntries  Negrees,  and  .the 
next  momiBg  walked  to  M'  Baldwin  Wakess,  at  the  ftecGmmenda- 
tion  of  Robert  Lenox  Nephew  to  M*^  Sprout,  where  he  worked  three 
Week»  at  Hay  making,  and  on  Monday  last  returned  the  same  Was^ 
he  went;  was  Ferried  over  Delaware  by  two  Boys  of  Joseph 
Morgana  to  M'  M^'Mutrits  PiaxUation,  who  told  him  that  he  hmtd  it 
9e(>orted  in  town  that  M'  Sprout  was  in  New  York. 

Examined  before  us. 

THOMAS  PATTSB60N. 
JA'S  YOUNG. 
PHILIP  BOEHM- 

He  refusing  to  take  &  subscribe  the  Oath  Allegiance  agreeable  t^ 
Act  of  Assembly^  Passed  the  13  th  Jone^  1777.  uomjoutud  U>  QmA 
without  Bail  or  mainprize. 

JA'S  YOUNG- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  VoL  XL  p.  260, 


.  tswsuwMMU  AjMnoTiK  mr        m 

JOHII  AbNPT  to  l^BBSIDBOT  Whabton,  1777. 

Noifdiaitiploa  Qomty,  J^j  ^,  .177T. 
ttr, 

'  TMi  nr  to  s^oabt  yon  that  ttfUir  reoeivibg  yotir  Cftoolai^  letters 
9$Mi  FbikdAlpbta,  June  17tM,  1T77|  as  many  df  il9  as  eould  h^ 
oonveted-  together,  met  at  the  l>)wii  of  Northampton  hi  thia  Comtj. 
'  <m  t)ke  26th  of  Jtme  last,  and  after  Goofiidering  the  Oontenti  oi 
Said  Letter^  wee  adopted  the  plan  Hecommeoded  therein. 
'  Wiee  have  accordingly  appointed  Onnrad  OreiAerof  -AHetts  Town; 
ghip^  to  be  waggon  Master  Qeneral,  and  also  appointed  proper  asns^ 
tants  for  him,  and  ordered  him  to  famish  ns  with  a  retam  of  tkf 
If  ombtr  of  Waggons  in  this  Connty,  hf  the  fifth  dar  -of  this  mp9th, 
to  which  daj  wee  adjourned  another  meeting,  at  which  day  oy  thf 
Waggon  master  Cknerals  retnm^  the  number  of  Waggons  appeareS 
to  be  550. 

Wee  then  Proceeded  to  Divide  the  waggons  into  Brigades^  and 
appointed  a  Waggon  Master  to  each  of  them,  and  ordered  them  to 
cast  lots  in  order  to  know  which  Brigades  should  answer  the  first 
call  of  the  Wacgon  Master  General  of  the  County;  on  Legal  appli- 
cation made  to  nim  for  that  Purpose. 

wee  are  Sir;  your  most  Humble  Servante, 
Signed  by  oider,  pjnd  in  behalf  of  the  Justices  of  this  County. 

JOHN  AHNDT.* 
Directed^ 

To  his  Ezoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Su« 
preme  Bxecutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  at  Philv 
delphia. 


SUPBBMB  EXBCUTIVB   COXTKCIL  TO  MaQISTBATBS;  1777. 

In  Council;  July  9, 1777 
Gentlemen; 

The  Hon.  House  of  Assembly  has  Besolved  that  a  Number  of 
Persons  in  this  City  &  County,  &  the  Counties  of  Chester  &  Bucks, 
should  be  appointed  to  take  an  acct.  of  all  the  Flour,  Wheat,  Grain, 
or  other  stores,  &c.,  within  their  respective  districts,  in  order  for 
their  removal  in  case  the  Enemy^s  movemente  should  make  it  neces- 
sary, as  the  Council  have  not  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  people  to 
make  a  Judicious  Choyce  of  persons  for  the  above  purpose. 

I  must  request  the  Magistrates  of  your  County  to  make  a  return 

*  By  a  retnni  printed  in  Archives,  Vol.  IIL,  p.  404— the  No.  of  wagons 
in  1768  in  this  Co.,  was  only  260.    See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XL,  p.  247. 


4ak        pmntsTLYAmk  AsmmB  mr; . 

to  the  OooBoa  of  the  Names  of  penona  well  qualified  to^ezeoote  thia 
Bnaineedi  with  the  utmost  ezpeditionj  that  the  Gounoil  may  empower 
them  to  Apt 

The  Hon.  House  of  Assembly  also  resoWedi  that  the  Council 
should  nominate  proper  persons  in  the  several  Counties  to  take  oare 
of  poor  persona  who  miffht  be  aent  out  of  the  City,  ft  to  see 
that  thev  were  ^loipeatlj  billeted.  I  must  reauest  you  will  aJst 
furnish  ttie  names  of  a  Number  of  Persons  to  toe  Council^  for  thia 
^uainessi  who  they  will  empower  immediately  to  Bzecute  it  whea 
neoessai^.  We  would  obsenre  y^  The  Famuy  &  Eflbota  of  Poor 
Militia  Men  then  in  aotual  servioe,  to  be  remoTod  at  the  PuUio 
Expenoe. 

Dfrededf 

To  the  Magistrates  of  oity  &  county  of  Philad'i  counties  of  Chester 
^  Bucks. 
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Sup.  Exec.  CouNoiLy  to  Lisin'flov  XHsCommss,  1777. 

Sin, 

In  my  Letter  of  X  requested  yon  to  exert  yonmelf  iQ 

arrange  the  Militia  agreeable  to  the  Law  and  immediately  to  ordet 
oat  the  first  Class  in  ooaseqoenoe  of  a  resolve  of  Congress.  I  ow 
have  no  doabt  your  firm  attachment  to  onr  canse  and  of  vonr  ready 
oomplyance  with  sneh  orders  as  you  may  reedhre  from  the  Coan^ 
in  the  Line  of  yonr  Duty  &  therefore  oonclude  the  Militia  in  yonr 
County  to  be  in  such  forwardness  as  that  they  will  soon  appear  at 
Camp,  where  I  shall  endeavot  to  have  then  supplied  with  such  arti-* 
oles  as  you  oannot  possibly  procure  iSbr  them. 

His  Exoellency  Gen.  Wasliingtpn  is  of  opinion  that  the  Enemy 
are  meditatins  a  blow  aoaiost  this  State  which  by  the  assistance  of 
their  Ships,  £  we  are  told  they  are  in  perfect  readiness,  they  may 
make  the  attack  much  sooner^  and  expect  in  a  quarter  the  least  pre* 
pared  for  defence,  it  therefore  behoves  us  to  use  every  means  ifi  oar 
power  to  draw  out  the  strength  of  the  State.  I  therefore  instruct 
yon  to  forward  the  first  Class  of  the  Militia  with  the  ntmost  dil^ 
gence  to  Camp,  and  endeavor  to  have  the  Second  Class  in  such 
forwardness  that  in  case  they  afe  called  for  they  may  be  enabled  to 
render  their  Country  sueh  essential  service  as  may  reasonably  be 
expected  from  Men  determined  to  loose  their  lives  in  defence  el 
their  Liberties. 


Plan  formed  bt  Comkittxb  for  DRiviKa  osp  Stock,  1777. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Frendent,  k  the  Ilenorable  Oraneil. 

^  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Honble.  Council  to  drive  off  all 
kinds  of  live  stock  when  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  should  make  it 
necessary,  Met  the  8^  of  this  Instant  July  1777,  and  after  mature 
deliberation  on  the  Subject  of  their  appointmenl^  were  Unanimous 
of  oppinion  that  the  Number  of  Persons  appointed  is  not  sufficient, 
And  that  too  many  of  them  are  Citizens  and  perhaps  not  so  well 
qnallified  as  Persons  in  the  Country.— And  likewise  several  of  the 
Gentleman  Nominated  by  the  Honourable  Council  have  rendered 
such  ample  reasons  to  this  Committee  for  their  not  undertaking  ths 
Business,  as  fully  satisfies  us. 

We  therefore  in  oonjunetion  iHth  them,  have  formed  the  following 
Plan,  and  beg  leave  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Excellency  an4  the 
Honorable  Council  for  your  Consideration 
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For  O^kni,  Lomr  Dq¥){ii,  * 
Mondrad  and  Bjberry 
Towii6bi|»f  whi«h  eompre- 
liend  all  between  Frank- 
ford  and  Poquesion  oreeks. 
Jacob  Zebie,  Sam'l  PoUs, 
Bndolph  Neff,  John  Dun- 
gan,  Sam'l  Neaswinger, 
Jno.  K^fiikf  Br.,  &  Sam'l 
Swift.- 

This  Diairioi  indndee  from ' 
Frankford  Creek  to  je 
bounds  of  ye  City.  Con- 
rad Bi^er,  John  StiHwag- 
gen^  John  Hall,  Isaac 
Coates;  &  Jas.  Hill. 


Q  For  the  CHy.  Wm.  Car-^ 
I  son,  Dean  Timmovis,  Nath.  I 
^  Donnelly  and  Andrew  Car-  [ 
pb    son.  j 


r 

sr 


For  Sonthwark,  Moyamen*^ 
Bing,  and  Paasynnk.  ETd 
FeW)  Rich'd  Dennis,  Jamee 
Whitten,  Henry  Magg, 
Banl  Penrose,  Geo  Young, 
and  Jacob  Whitman. 


2  For  Eingsess  and  Block- 
S  lye.  Philip  Price,  Aden 
C71  Ouyer,  and  Joshoa  Ash. 
er  .  Jr. 


If  th^  above  described  mode  should  Merit  your  Approbatbn,  we 
Humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and  Honble.  Council  would  give  a 
line  of  direction  to  each  respective  Class,  which  we  humbly  appre- 
hend will  enable  them  to  perform  the  arduous  task  in  their  respective 
Districts  with  spirit  when  called  tberei;nto. 

•  Philada.  July  12, 10th,  1777.*  ^ 


Statb  Navt  Board  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  177T. 


fir, 


State  Navy  Board,  July  12, 1777. 


,  We  received  your  Letter  of  the  9*^  Inst.,  and  have  now  to  inform 
you,  that  the  two  State  Galleys,  Captains  Price  and  Eyres,  are  pre* 
pairing,  and  will  be  ready  by  Wednesday  next  to  proceed  and  act  ii^ 
oonjuootion  with  the  Continental  Galleys. 

Have  taken  an  opportunitv  of  a  conference  with  the  Commodore 
en  the  snbjeot,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  we  shM  sun  a  very  gnat 
risque  of  the  Fleet  down  the  Cape  May  Ohauiel,  vnlesa  w&ean  fni 
cure  an  equal  force  with  the  Enemy ;  for  it  often  happens,  that  a 
^  Vessel  taking  the  first  of  a  Southerly  breeae  from  Sea,  will  poah  ii|^ 
so  fast  ae  to  overhawle  anv  Vessels  that  nay  be  miles  up  higher, 
Wfore  they  feel  the  Wind,  by  which  means  the  Eoimee's  Ships  may 
cut  off  our  retreat,  and  in  the  interim,  whilst  our  fleet  is  block'  up 
in  that  Channel,  the  Enemy  may  send  to  New  York  to  procure  such 
Vessels  as  may  suit  their  purpose,  and  the  consequence  be  a  total  loss 
of  the  Fleet. 


*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  244 
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AbA  we  won'd  fertber  inform  yon,  thai  we  haye  tiiken  the  eaor- 
mooB  expeaoe  attending  the  Navy  Service,  by  means  of  employing  a 
great  number  of  Chevaoa  de  Frise  Pilots  immediately^  the  annual 
ezpenoe  whereof  is  £2160, — and  their  rations  equal  to  their  wages, 
who  are  not,  in  onr  opinion,  of  any  use  at  this  time ;  that  we  recom- 
mend to  your  oonrnderatipn,  whether  they  ought  to  be  continued. 
We  apprehend  there  is  no  necessity  of  a  greater  number,  than  for 
One  to  be  appointed  for  each  of  the  Five  Ships,  the  State  Brig^  and 
Sehooaer,  and  they  can  do  all  the  duty  that  is  necessary. 
By  Order  of  the  Board. 

JO*  BLEWER/  Cheerman. 
Direcledy 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Eaf. 


.    JSoBEBT  Smith  to  P&bsidsnt  Wharxok,  1777. 

July  12, 1777. 
S', 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  you  by  Col'  Cheney,  for 
Mohey  to  enable  me  to  fill  the  1'*  Class  of  Chester  County  Hililia.  The 
Class  has  long  since,  been  duly  ordered  to  March.  Notwithstanding 
repeated  Orders,  there  is  but  about  820  arived  at  Chester,  Two 
'  hundred  of  which  are  Substitutes.  This  Acc^  I  have  received  from 
Colonel  John  Hannum,  the  Commanding  Offioer  at  that  Station ; 
his  pressing  request  to  fill  the  1*^  Class  with  your  Orders,  Occasione 
me  4hus  to  intrude  on  your  patience.  The  Class,  when  filled,  will 
consist  of  near  Seven  Hundred ;  Tlierefore  a  greater  Sum  will  be 
necessary  than  could  be  expected  at  first  view. 

There  is  likewise  wanted  at  that  Station,  a  quantity  of  Amunition. 
Your  Compliance  with  the  tfbove  request  will  very  much  oblige  the 
publick  &  Tour  Humbl5  Serv«, 

ROB*  SMITH, 

P.  S.  Two  Thousand  Pounds  is  necessary  for  the  present  Tour 
Order  for  the  above  Sum  will  Oblige 

B.S- 

'   To  His  Excellency,  Tho-  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Exec^ 
ntive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
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John  Hublet  to  Prksidknt  Whartok,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Jolj,  1777. 
Sr, 

Sntlosed  I  flend  you  a  Retarn  of  Martick  Township,  in  our  Gonntyi 
and  John  Hopson's  resignation,  agreeable  ao  your  request.  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  be  able  to  do  bosiness  here,  as  we  have  Magistrates  in 
thia  Town,  who^  I  think,  will  do  their  duty.  It  is  a  matter  of  great 
eonoem  to  me,  that  we  receive  none  of  the  late  Laws  in  this  Town : 
not  any  of  them  have  I  seen,  except  two,  and  those  by  chance.  I 
beg  the  fhvoiir  of  you  to  fiwward  to  me  aoompleat  set  of  all  the  Laws 
passed  by  the  present  Assembly,  and  their  ti  ournal.  Is  it  not  vexa- 
tious to  see  capaling  so  much  in  voke  ?  I  expected  that  matters 
were  in  a  fair  way  to  Unite  the  contending  parties ;  but  I  see  in  the 
Papers  a  fresh  call  for  the  Remonstrants  to  meet  &  consider,  what 
ft  how  to  employ  the  presses  to  keep  up  a  continual  heat,  for  fear  mat- 
ters Bright  be  in  such  a  train,  as  would  settle  the  minds  of  the  Pe^^, 
and  a  borough  reconciliation  take  place.  I  am  much  mistaken  in 
my  Judgment  if  this  very  Oath  of  abjuration  ft  allegiance,  which  at 
present,  seems  to  both  Parties  Necessary,  will  not  be  the  very  foun- 
dation on  which  new  objections  will  arise,  if  a  Convention  is  piO^ 
called,  or  if  there  is,  and  if  it  does  not  turn  Oovernm*  tipsy  turvey, 
you  will  hear  a  loud  cry  against  this  Tiranical  Oath,  that  it  was 
intended  for  nauffht  but  to  hinder  substantial,  good  disposed  Peo- 
ple to  ellect  or  be  ellected;  depriving  them  of  the  rights  of  Free- 
men, ftc.       *    * 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  very  hble.  Serv*, 

JOHN  HUBLEY. 
Direetedj 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq^,  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Captain  Johk  Niojb  to  Statb  Boabd  of  War,  1777*  ^ 

f  Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  Near  Toms  River, 
\  Now  Jersey,  July  14th,  1777. 

Oenilemeni 

These  are  to  let  you  know  that  I  arrived  at  our  Station  the  6th 
Instant  all  in  good  health.  But  as  our  provision  is  all  salt  and  the 
water  bad  it  would  be  Nessary  for  the  men  to  have  some  spirits  or  I 
fear  they  will  get  sick,  and  we  have  no  Doctor  nor  any  medicines  and 
Likewise  some  Yinegar  would  very  Nessaiy  for  the  mens  Helth  aa 
or  Yegitables  of  any  Kind  theire  is  none  to  be  got  Here,  and  my 
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Party  is-flnally  it  will  Be  Neasary  to  keep  them  aa  Hdthj  as  Possi- 
ble for  we  cannot  tell  how  soon  the  enemy  will  pay  as  a  visset  as  we 
can -see  them  Di^ly  Pass  Oar  Inlet,  I  was  obliged  to  By  Provisions 
along  the  rode  for  the  men  for  three  Days,  and  had  to  Pay  a  grea| 
Price  for  it^  of  wbioh  I  send  you  an  Aooompt  3y  Lieu't  Later* 
*  So  I  remain  year 

Ham'bl  Serreni, 

JNO.  NIOB,  Gapf  n. 

Ptreeied. 
To  The  Honovable  Board  of  War  for  Uit  State  of  Peaasylvania. 


•  StATK  Board  op  War  to  Presidbnt  Wharton,  1TT7. 
Pransylyaiiia  War  Office,  July  16tb,  1777. 

Wtff 

We  are  nnder  the  necessity  of  laying  before  year  Ezcellenoy,  the 
continual  demands  npon  this  Board  for  money,  and  the  want  of  funds 
to  supply  these  demands.  The  boaineas  of  the  board  seems  now 
pretty  much  confined  to  the  receiving  &  passing  accounts,  many  ac- 
oounts  have  been  passed  which  are  not  yet  paid,  this  is  the  cause  of 
much  complaiQt  among  the  people,  and  renders  our  situation  here 
not,only  useless  but  disagreeable.  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  might 
perhaps  answer  the  present  demands. 

I  am  with  great  respect,  j 

in  behalf  of  the  Board 

Your  Excellency's 

.   most  obedient  Servant, 

BICH.  BAGHE,  Chairman. 

To  His  EzoeUeney  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'.  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Bxecutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


SX4TI  l^AVT  BooD  90  PBiai^sm  WiUKrov^  1777. 

State  Navy  Boarf,  July  17, 1777. 
Sir, 

Wa  wr«te  you  y*  12tb  Itmi,  wbarein  gave  yon  our  opiaion  raspeot- 
ing  tiia  Floaty  intended  to  be  aent  down  to  Cape  May  Cbannell,  Tfair 
Moroing  one  of  our  Members  having  eome  bueinew  to  tranaact  with 
the  Continental  Navy  Board,  when  be  was  informed  that  they  wera 
then  making  out  their  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Offioer  which  they 
desired  him  to  communioate  to  this  Board.  Shoold  be  glad  to  te- 
oeive  your  instmotions  what  Steps  we  shall  take,  as  we  have  not  been 
fiiTonred  with  an  answer  to  our  Letter,  must  defer  giving  the  Conti- 
nenlalNavy  Board  a  reply  to  a  Letter  this  moment  reoeived,  wherein 
they  made  appUoation  for  the  two  fire  Ships  to  aot  in  Coiijanctioa 
with  the  Fleet. 

By  order  of  the  Board 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  C-.    . 
Directed, 

To  His  Exeellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq. 


Sdpbbhb  Exbcutivb  Oounoil  to  State  Navt  Board,  1777* 

In  Council,  Philada.  July  17th,  1777,    , 
Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  yonr's  just  reo'd  we  have  to  say  that  the  Fire  Shiptf^ 
were  built  to  embarras  the  Enemy's  Fleet  in  the  narrow  parts  of  th*' 
Btver  I>elaware«--if  they  should  attempt  to  approach  so  near  to  thia> 
City,  The  Council  however  has  no  objection  to  lend  two  to  the  Con- 
tinental Navy  Board,  provided  Congress  will  give  orders  to  you  to 
prepare  immediately  others  to  replace  them,  upon  reconsidering  the 
propriety  of  ordering  down  our  two  large  gailles'to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  ODntinental  Vessels,  upon  the  present  occasion  should  you 
acquiesce  to  the  measure,  the  Council  will  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

Directed, 
To  the  hon'ble  Penoa*  Navy  Board. 
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•  Board  ov  War  to  PRist^jBora;  WHartok^  l77T*    ' 

War  Office,  July  17th.  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  return  Monar  Du  Coudrty's  Plan*  of  t)ie 
Works  at  Billingsport  ft  have  it  in  Direction  to  inform  yon  that  Gon- 
jn'eas  approve  of  the  Plan,  &  desire  it  may  be  put  into  immediate 
Execution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

•    with  due  Respect 

your  very  obed^  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec. 
Directedy 
On  the  Service  of  the  United  Sttftee. 

His  Ezceliency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,' Preadent  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


SUPRXMB    EXBCUTIVB    COUNCIL  TO   COL.  BRADFORD,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  July  18, 1777. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  commands  me  to  request  you  t6 
Bend  up  to  this  city  Captain^  Downey.     The  Council  have  adopted  a 
measure  which  it  is  expected  Captain  Downey  can  assist  in  the  exfr- 
Ctttion  qL    You  will  therefore  please  to  order  him  up  immediately. 
I  am 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

Tour  most  obedient  hble  Serv*, 

T.  M. 
Directed* 

To  Coll.  Bradford,  Commanding  officer  at  Billingsport. 

*  The  pUa  referred  to  is  not  found  with,  the  Letter)  unless  it  is  tiie  ene 
under  date  of  29Ui  Aagast,  which  see  postea. 
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SupkjbmbExbcutivb  Coukoil,  to  Oaptaut  Downet,  1777.' 

Sir, 

The  ComMnl  have  adopted  a  measure  whicli  they  apprehend  yoa 
ean  aanst  in  the  ezeontion  of,  and  have  ordered  me  to  write  to  oom* 
mending  offioer  at  Billingsport  to  send  joa  up  to  this  oity,  wbioh  I 
have  done  aooordingly.  It  will  be  proper  for  yoa  to  bring  up  yonr 
doatbes,  ke.,  as  it  is  probable  you  will  not  return  there  again  for 
the  present. 

JXrtctedf 
To  Cap'  Downey. 


SUPRBMK  EXBOUTIVK   COUNCIL  TO  GbN.  WaSHUCGTON. 

In  Counoil  Philad%  July  18, 1777.     ' 
Sir, 

The  Council  had  the  Honor  yesterday,  and  not  before;  to  receive 
your  Excellency's  Letter  dated  the  9*^  Inst.;'*'  to  which  you  may 
depend  the  utmost  attention  will  be  paid.  They  are  looking  out  for 
proper  surreyors,  &  when  procured  they  shall  be  set  to  work  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  the  business  shall  be  conducted  with  as  much  ezpe- 
dition  k  secrecy  as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit. 

Gen.  Bttcoudray,  by  order  of  Congress  has  produced  a  plan  of  a 
Fortification  to  be  erected  at  Billingsport  for  the  defence  of  the 
Chevauz  dt  Frize  sunk  at  the  bottom  of  the  Delaware  opposite  to  this 
bank,  to  retard  the  Progress  of  the  Enemy's  ships  which  place  is 
toaller  than  the  one  alrrady  begun  but  perhaps  yet  too  extensive, 
however.  Congress,  rather  than  delay  that  work  any  longer,  has 
adopted  it ;  and  this  Council  who  is  charged  by  Congress  to  see  it 
carried  into  execution,  gave  orders  for  the  Militia  to  be  employed  & 
we  expect  they  begun  this  Day,  and  we  hope  will  complete  it  in 
three  or  four  weeks.  Opposite  to  this  fortification  is  a  small  bar 
Island  on  which  Qen.  Du  Coudray  has  also  ordered  a  small  Battery 
to  be  erected.  Our  preparations  by  water  in  Oallies,  Floating  Bat- 
teries, Fire  Ships  &  Fire  Rafts  together  with  the  Armed  Yessels  in 
our  River  belonging  to  the  United  States,  may  be  so  conducted  as  to 
do  the  Enemy  considerable  injury  should  they  bring  their  Fleet  as 
high  up  the  Delaware  as  Chester^  provided  our  people  act  with  pru-^ 
deuce  &  resolution.  I  hope  if  the  Enemy  should  attempt  to  invade 
this  State,  the  Militia  we  flatter  ourselves  will  turn  out  with  a  spirit 

*  See  page  419. 


becoming  Freemen  ft  afford  70a  such  aamstanee  as  maj  enable  701I 
to^oppose  them  witb  eaeoees* 

With  much  respect 

I  have  the  Honor  to  eobseribe  myself 
flir, 
Yonr  obedient  hum.  Berrant.  ' 


GeOBQB  ERIBBBL'B  DBCLABATIONy  1777. 

The  Substance  of  what  has  passed  between  John  Wetzel  k  Vr^^ 
Limbacky  Esqi*,  and  Oeorge  Eriebel,  when  they  tendered  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  unto  him. 

M'  Limback  has  granted  a  warrant  for  my  Son  Abraham  Eriebel, 
who  being  bat  17  Years  of  age  the  26^  of  Mav  last  past,  for  Fine 
for  "not  exercising,  which  I  refused  to  comply  with ;  they  sent  George 
Welder,  the  Constable,  and  had  him,  the  s'  Abraham,  arrested  and 
ordered  me  to  oome  along  wi^  him  to  the  said  Limback,  Esq% 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  told  me  also  that  M'  Wetxel,  Esq',  lieu- 
tenant, was  also  there }  when  we  camajthere  M.'  Limbick  caUed  my 
Son,  Abraham,  come  here.  So  he  went  to  him.  M'  Limback 
asked,  him — says  he,  here  is  a  warrant  against  you  for  £1  12  6;. 
have  'you  any  thing  to  say  against  it  ?  The  Boy  made  no  answer. 
at  all,  for  he  never  had  been  before  any  Magistrate  before.  Then 
M**  Limback  said  unto  him,  The  meaning  isg  this,  whether  you  be 
18  Team  old  or  not?  The  Boy  answered  No.  Are  vou  rare  of  it? 
Tes.  Have  you  any  Evidence?  Yes.  Who  is  it?  My  Father, 
Then  M'  Limback  called  me  to  come  nigh,  and  asked  me,  How  old 
is  your  Boy  ?  He  was  17  the  26th  of  last  May,  I  answered.  Can 
you  prove  it,  said  M'  Limback  ?  Yes  Sir,  I  can  prove  it  by  Qualifi- 
cations or  by  writings,  just  as  you  Please.  Well^  says  M'  Limback 
your  words  may  be  well  enough,  but  here  is  an  act  of  Assembly,  sa 
that  we  can't  take  your  Evidence  before  you  take  the  Test  prescribed 
in  this  Act.  Then  I  stopt  a  little,  and  then  said,  I  can  not  tak% 
this  Test  for  the  Present  Time.  M'  Wetael  said,  Why  can't  yo« 
take  this  Test  now.  I  said,  there  are  a  few  words  in  H  which  keep 
me  backwards.  M'  Wetsel  said,  which  words  ?  I  aaid^  to  renounce^ 
&  refuse  all  allegiance  to  the  Kins,  his  Heirs  &  Successors.  Wetael 
said^  why  can't  you  give  up  the  allegianee  to  George  the  TIL,  &o.  7 
I  said,  I  have  promised  allegiance  to  him  when  I  was  naturalised,, 
and  I  am  afraid  I  might  be  guilty  of  Peijury  before  God,  and  in  mj 
Conscience,  and  moreovw,  it  is  very  uncertain  upon  which  side  the 
Victorv  will  fall  out,  therefore  I  can't  do  it  for  the  Present  Time. 
Then  M'  Wetzel  said.  So  do  you  declare  yourself  for  George  the 
III.  of  Great  Briton?    No  Sir,  I  don't  declare  myself  for  him,  but 
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because  it  is  so  uDcertain  upon  vbat  side  Ood  Almighty  will  beiftow 
the  Victory.  M'  Wetzel  said,  Then  you  wont  Uke  that  Test?  No 
Sir,  not  at  Present,  I  said,  M'  Wetxel.  Then  I  do  command  the 
Justice  that  he  shall  Imediately  com  mitt  you  to  Goal,  and  I  will  not 
depart  from  here  untill  I  see  you  secured,  and  you  shall  not  come 
dear  from  imprisonmedt  at  no  rate,  even  if  you  do  pay  me  JCIOOO 
Cash  upon  the  Nail.  *  M'  Limback  said,  well  George,  you  see  I 
can't  help  it,  I  must  draw  a  Mittimy  for  you  and  send  you  to  Gosl 
— you  better  take  the  Test  and  stay  at  Home.  I  said,  I  can't  do 
it  yet,  but  I  will  consider  the  matter  and  consult  my  friends  about 
the  same,  and  a  great  many  more  words  passed  between  us  to  the 
same  purpose,  among  other  things,  M'  Wetzel  said,  T  will  do  my 
utmost  to  have  all  those  that  will  not  take  this  Test  drove  out  of 
the  Country.  But  sir,  where  shall  they  go  unto  1  I  said.  They 
may  go  unto  Lord  Howe,  or  whereever  they  Please,  leaving  their 
estates  behind,  but  shall  never  come  back  again  amongst  us.  This 
he  spoke  in  a  very  haughty  manner,  besides  a  great  many  more 
words,  which  all  to  relate  would  be  to  troublesome.  But  these  is 
the  most  material  of  our  discourse^  which  happened  on  the  ISth 
Day  of  July,  1777. 

GEORGE  ERIBEL. 

N.  B.  I  Promised  M'  Wetael  &  Limback  That  I  would  be  true  to 
the  State,  as  much  as  were  in  my  Power,  in  Paying  any  Lawful! 
Taxes  or  other  Charges,  and  in  Carting  or  any  thing  they  shouUL 
want,  ezoept  in  bearing  Arms,  which  was  against  my  Consoieocei 
but  all  the  rest,  whatever  I  could  do  with  the  consent  of  my  Con- 
science, I  were  willing  to  do  it. 


Chester,  July  19th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  was  at  Fort  Island  yesterday ;  there  is  no  loose  Boards  there, 
nor  can  any  be  got,  with  out  destroying  the  Barracks. 

I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  order  Boards  down  from  Philad* 
as  soon  as  po^ble. 

1  am  with  Esteem,  your 

obedient  bumble  serv*, 

JA'S  POTTER. 

Direetedf 

On  Publick  Service.    To  his  Excelancy  Thomas  Wharton,  P.  R 
C.  8.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

^'favour  of  Mr.  James  Erwin. 

Vol.  v.— 19 
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BoAKD  OF  War  jo  Statk  Boabp  of  Wab,  1777., 

War  Office,  July  ISti,  1777. 

Gdtttlemett, 

It  being  represented  to  tbe  Board  that  Guards  are  necessarj  t6 
i)e  placed  at  &  from  the  Water  Gap,  on  the  River  Delaware,  to 
Durnam  Ferry,  for  the  Purpose  of  guarding  the  Boats  k  preventing 
Deserters  passing  that  River,  You  will  please  to  take  the  Manage- 
ment of  that  Business  &  place  such  Guards  as  you  may  think  neces- 
sary, regulating  their  Numbers  &  Pay  according  to  your  Discretion. 
lIia.TO  the  Honour  to  be 

your  very  obed*  Scrv*,  , 

RICHARD  PSTfiBS,  Seer.  ; 

I>ircctedf 

On  publick  service.    To  The  Hon'ble,  The  Board  of  War,  Stato 
of  Pennsylvania. 


MSUORUI;  OF  OOMMOBOBB  SSTKQUK,  17T7. 

!Fo  liis  Ezoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  jtbe  Suprenid 
Executive  Council  for  the  Oonunon*  Wealth  of  PennfiylvanU.-^ 
The  Petition  of  Thomas  Seymour. 

Shewcth, 

That  before  I  came  into  the  Service  of  this  State  of  Pennsyl^nia, 
I  was  Offerd  by  Colonel  Bayard,  one  of  the  then  Council,  &  those 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  that  if  I  went  into  the  service  of  this  State 
my  pay  should  \m  the  same  as  in  the  Continental  service  and  that 
I  shou'd  be  allowed  something  for  my  Ezpences  Vastly  Ocntcel — <m 
account  of  the  Offers  &  Promises  made  me  I  gave  my  consent  to  go 
into  the  Service. 

Some  two  or  three  days  aflier  my  Commission  was  Read  Off  at 
Port  Island  before  the  Captains  &  Officers,  And  at  the  same  timo 
was  read  a  Resolve  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Specifying  that  ^very 
Officer  in  the  State  Service  Shall  have  and  receive  the  same  Pay  & 
Rations  as  in  the  Continental  Service  agreeable  to  their  Rank. 

.These  Offers  andpromises  made  me  and  the  Resolve  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  I  put  my  Dependance  upon,  and  Consented  to  take  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Fleet.  1  Expected  to  have  received  my  Pay  &  Bations  i 


War  has  Made  a  Resolve  lately  that  I  shou'd  not  Receive  more  than 


Ithi  iBfTy^iAMk  p^  MS'  •fM  nid  Mfover  ft  niter  I  ^mm  kxbt^ikm 
Service^  kMk  Hi^iujvt  Espdnset  to  be  aHow'd  m^Rnail  off  .to  Uto 
Oommandero  &  Officers  at  FDitlahmd.  I  havb  tiever  been  permitt'd 
to  Rec^rrB  either  ihe  puy  or  Batioost  ^  Season  I  know  not. 

Oottimpic/tk  HopkiiB  hU  liad  bis  pay  125  Dollars  ^  M.  agreeable 
to  bis  Rank  but  bad  no  Bations,  but  bad  sucb  an  abandanot  of 
Stosos  of  all  Sorts  laj'd  in  for  bim  as  be  was  Bound  to  Sea  with  his 
Fleet,  the  Amount  of  which  wou'd  eome  to  fi?Q  tim^s  the  BMions 
or  Ezpenoes  I  have  aplj'd  for.  A  Commodore  in  the  Marine 
Service  Ranks  with  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Land  Service^  their 
Pay&  Rations  Equally  thQ-saQe,  agreeably  to  a  Resolve  of  the 
Congress  &  Council  of  Safety.'  Tou  are  all  Sencible  in  what  a  dis- 
tressed Situation  the  Fleet  was  in  when  I  took  the  Command  of  it, 
there  was  nothing  but  Contentions,  Broils  &  disputes  throughout  the 
Whole  Fleet,  ft  has  -given  me  great  trouble  to  get  the  Whole 
Reconciled  with  each  other,  and  I  now  say  when  I  was  taken  Sick 
the  Fleet  was  in  as  good  or  better  Order  than  ever  it  had  been,.-4te 
.Commander  k  Qfficeis  more  vnited  ttum  eyor.  Ithiu  cost  me  Con- 
siderable Sums  of  money  for  my  Hzpences  down  to  Fort  Island  4b 
on  board  the  Ship  when  She  lay  below,  likewise  up  &  down  thB 
Biv^r  last  Winter  &  Spring.  Every  tine  we  were  order'4  up  the 
River  was  oblig'd  to  lapr  in  Necessary  Stores  to  live  on,  hayiog 
neither  received  pay  or  Rations  to  support  me.  Lodging,  Eating  S 
drink<  Very  Expensive,  All  which  was  Oblig'd  to  nay  out  of  mj 
Own  Pockety  besides  Cloalhing  has  been  very  expensive. 

I  have  now  a  Large  Doctors  Bill  to  pay  off  &  many  Others  for 
^ccessarys  when  Sick. 

Tour  Petitioner  therefore  prays  Tou  will  take  the  Premises  infiQ 
Consideration  &  order  him  Such  Redress  as  to  Your  ExoeUency 
piav  sepm  Meet. 

&  Your  Petitioner  will  Pray^  &o. 

THO.  SBYMODE. 

Philadelphia;  July  1777. 


BRlOADiBll  CteNfiRAIi  FOlftlAN  TO  OONORBdgT,*  ITTT. 

This  morning  at  half  past  elevea  e^oIoolcA.  M.  the  enemys  Fleet 
appeared  in  New  Yodc  Narrows  on  their  way  to  Sandy-Hook.  This 
EveoBi|^  %t  svii^own  there  was  under  the  point  of  the  hook  and 
coming  down  160  sail  as  near  as  we  can  count ;  it  is-  beyend  doubt 
that  some  of  them' have  Troops  on  board,  but  to  what  amount  cannot 
jiretend  to  say^     .  .  ^ 

1  shsdl  carefully  attend  their  motions  uptU  tbey  sai);  and  aA  laqg 
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tt  tliey  eaatiiitie  in  flight ;  shdnld  thej  Umr  to  thv  mm^OrwmiT,  will 
do  njtelf  Ike  hoBoor  of  giving  yoo  tlie  earlieai  informalion. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

vouf  meet  obedient  h'mUe  eervint, 

DAVID  FORHANi  B.  O. 

M iddletown,  county  of  Monmouth,  June  20  1777. 

(Copy,  T.  M.) 
(The  date  I  presume  should  have  been  July  instead  of  June. 

T.  M) 
Direefedj 
To  The  h'nble  John  Hancock^  Esq'r. 


Col.  John  PiPEit  to  James  Martek,  1777^ 

Sir, 

Pleas  to  wait  upon  the  Executive  Counoill  for  this  State  and  lay 
Before  them  the  disadvantages  we  labour  under  in  Ezecutinff  the 
Buisness  Committed  to  us,  the  art  and  influence  of  Some  individualfl 
in  this  County  Has  induced  Maney  of  the  inhabitants  to  deny  the 
authority  of  our  Present  Legislators,  So  that  whole  townships  are 
taught  to  deny  all  authority,  nor  will  they  Comply  in  one  Single 
Instanoe  with  the  acts  of  our  Present  assembly,  and  the  Great  Cans 
why  our  Buisness  is  not  Carry'd  on  with  dispatch  is  owing  in  a  great 
Measure  to  the  two  Gent',  viz.  Cable  and  Brown,  who  were  apointed 
Sub  Lieu^  in  the  western  district  of  this  County,  there  Refusing  to 
do  their  duty  untill  the  Scence  of  the  People  are  taken  att  Large, 
which  throws  Sutch  Load  of  Buisness  upon  me  that  I  find  My  Self 
unable  to  Perform,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  Good  People  in 
this  County  that  are  active  in  their  duty,  yet  from  tiie  art  and  in- 
fluence of  theee  People  there  are  So  mutch  opositibn  and  So  maney 
difficultys  thrown  in  our  way  that  our  Baisoess  is  mutch  Retarded, 
thefore  Sir  I  hope  you'l  Lay  this  Matter  before  the  House  and 
Executive  Councill  and  Pray  that  they  may  Grant  us  Sutch  Relief 
Either  by  apointing  others  to  do  the  duty  or  Any  other  dereotions 
they  in  their  wisdoms  May  think  Proppair.  Pleas  to  Enform  that 
the  County  is  La/d  off  in  districka  and  Each  districk  Apointed  their 
field  officers,  But  the  other  Buisness  is  mutch  Eep'd  Back  for  the 
want  of  the  Concurrance  and  assbtanoe  of  the  above  naaed 
Gentlemen. 

I  am.  Sir.  your  obed't 

H'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  PIPER. 

July  20, 1777. 
Diredtdj 

To  Mr.  James  Marten,  Commiss'r  Apointed  to  Wait  upon  our 
Assembly  at  Philadelphia. 
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OoFT  OF  A  Lbtibr  vbom  Edw*d  Gilbs,  17T7. 

Peeks  Kilns,  July  21, 1777. 
This  day  we  received  the  following  glorious  intelligenoe,  tis.  : 
That  General  Sinclair  haying  received  a  large  reinforcement  of  Mill-* 
t!a  &  Continental  forces  threw  a  large  party  behind  the  Enemy  who 
was  pursuing  his  retreat,  sure  of  success.  This  party  by  stolen  & 
lapia  marches  got  between  them  k  their  boats  which  they  destroyed 
— this  made  a  retreat  impossible — our  people  attacked  them  in  front 
and  rear — ^routed  them  and  killed  and  took  a  thousand — and  di^. 
persed  the  rest  who  fled  to  the  mountains.  Should  this  be  true,  and 
that  it  18  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  Mr.  Burgoyne  must 
give  over  his  Chimerical  notions  of  joining  Howe  and  be  contented  to 
sneak  behind  rocks,  the  shelter  of  wolves. 

EDW'D  GILES. 

To  J.  Giles,  Mount  Felix. 


Gkn'l  Jambs  Potter  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

fiKr,  • 

I  am  much  surprized  to  find  that  there  is  no  person  here  to  take 
the  charge  of  the  works  carrying  on  at  this  place  but  Major  Brown. 
Coloncirs  Bull  &  Jones,  and  the  other  Gentlemen,  appointed  to 
see  them  executed,  are  all  gone.  If  none  of  those  persons  will  give 
their  attendance  to  carry  on  the  works,  they  cannot  go  on  with 
spirit. 

There  is  not  a  Cart  to  carry  Earth,  and  there  ought  to  be  at  least 
twenty  of  them. 

I  am  Sir, 

Yoon  Excellencies  most 
Hum'l  Serv't, 

JA'S  POTTEB. 
Billingsport,  July  22,  1777. 
Directed, 

His  Excellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Pftsident  of  Pennsyl- 
imn&a. 


4^  l?fWK8YIiVMIIA:  jmCOIKW  lITtA 

Gm  WAsniwxo5|.  to  Cqhqbbbb,  ],T7I.    (Qwt*) 

Co0i|,  11  wiles  in  the  Clove,  July  22*,  1777. 
Sir,  •  '  .  . 

•  We  have  been  under  great  embarrassments  respecting  the  intended, 
dperations  of  Gen.  Howe^  &  still  are,  notwithstanding  the  utmost 
jiains  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  'same.     At  present  it  would^ 
appear,  that  he  is  going  out  to  sea.     By  authentic  information,  there 
are  only  forty  ships  at  New  York.     The  rest  are  gone  elsewhere,  & 
have  fallen  down  between  tho  Narrows  &  the  Hook.    Between  these' 
ttfo  fdaces,  the  number,  from  the  most  accurate  observation,  was 
about  one  hundred,  &  twenty  on  yesterday. 

As  I  observed  before,  their  destination'  is  uncertain  &  unknown^ 
bat  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  Congress  of  these  facts, 
that  they  may  give  orders  -to  the  Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  in  case  Philadelphia  should  be 
their  object.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  to  request,  that  tbey  nUI 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  proper  look-outs  fiked  at  the  capes  of 
Delaware,  to  whose  accounts  implicit  confidence  may  be  given,  to 
make  the  earliest  reports  of  the  arrival  of  any  fleet,  which  Congress 
will  transmit  me  by  the  speediest  eenveyance.  As  the  Enemy  will 
probably  make  many  feints,  &  have  it  unhappily  but  too  much  in 
theb  power  from  their  shipping,  1  would  advise,  that  the  look-outs 
shotdd  be  cautioned  to  be  extremely  accurate  in  their  observations  & 
reports,  mentioning  with  as  much  precision  as  possible,  the  number 
of  ships  that  may  appear.  Our  situation  is  already  cHtical,  &  UMiy 
be  rendered  still  more  so,  by  inaccurate  &  ill-grounded  intelligence^ 

From  the  advices  received  on  Saturday,  of  the  movements  of  part 
df  the  enemy's  ships,  &  the  strong  reasons  there  were  to  suppose 
General  Howe  would  push  up  the  North  river,  to  co-operate  witk. 
General  Burgoyne,  1  detached  Lord  Stirling  with  his  division  to 
Peeks  Kill  on  Sunday  morning.   '  They  crossed  the.  river  that 
evening,  &  the  next  morning.    This  movement  will  prove  unneces- 
sary, should  his  destination  be  to  the  Southward.     I  have  also 
ordered  General  Nixon's  brigade  from  Peeks  Kill  to  reinforce  Gene- 
ral Scbaykr;   from  his  v^msentations  of  the  inadequacy  of  his 
force  to  oppose  General  Burgoyne,  &  of  the  seembg  backwardness 
of  the  people  in  that  quarter  to  afford  him  aid. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  great  respect. 
Sir,. 

Your  most  obedient  seri^iit^ 
G.  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S. — I  think  tho  works  at  Billingsport  well  worthy  of  attention^ 
&  «t  expedient  to  effect  their  completion  as  soon  as  possible. 

(Copy.)  Cha.  Thomson,  Secretary. 
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KbSOLUUON  0?  CONGBBSS,  1777. 

In  Congress,  28  July  1777. 
.  Gbritteplier  Lodwig,  Saperintendaiit  of  bakers  being  sent  bj 
QtfMtal  WaflbiagtoQ  to  Philadelpbiay  to  proooxe  a  number  of  jour- 
iuijmen-b»kevs^  &  it  being  represented  by  him  that  he  cannot  be 
smppUed  by  veason  that  tbey  are  moot  of  them  engaged  in  the 
Niliday 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Lndwig  apply  to  the  Supreme  EzeeutiTe  Council  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Council 
to  fnmish  him  with  such  a  number  of  jounieynien4>aken  out  of  the 
Militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Continent  as  he  nay  want. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy 


BOABD  OP  WaE  to  StJPREMK  EXBCXmVB   COTTNCtt,  1777. 

War  Office,  July  23*,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

General  Knox  having  requested  the  two  twelve  Pounders  belong- 
ing to  this  Slate,  to  be. sent  ta  Head  Qaarters,  I  have  it  in  Direotion 
to   lay  his  jequest  before  you,  as  the  Board  have  no  Authority  to 
order  them  on  without  your  Concurrence. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Tour  very  Obed.  Scrv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 
Atreciedf  On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq',  PresiJ*  State  of 
Pezuuijlvania. 
War  Offiee, 
Richard  Peters  Secy. 


Gbnbral  Forman  to  Conoress,  1777. 

Sir, 

On  Sunday,  the  20  of  this  inst.,  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you 
that  160  sail  of  the  enemy's  fleet  had  come  from  the  watering  pkce,  & 
lay  in  Sandy  Hook  bay.  On  Monday  morning,  fifteen  transports  & 
men  of  war  joined  them,  &  about  10  o'clock  80  small  brigs,  soboon- 
ers  &  sloops  came  out  of  the  Narvows  &  joined  the  griAd  fleet. 
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Taesday,  they  lay  «till.  Tbts  morning,  at  half  past  Biz,  the  aignal 
gun  for  sailing  was  fired.  The  wind  north-west,  at  se^en  they  began 
to  get  under  way,  &  stood  for  sea ;  after  they  got  dear  of  the  hook, 
they  steered  a  south-east  coarse,  nnder  a  very  easy  sail,  in  three 
divisions.  I  attended  their  motion  until  sundown,  &  peroeived  Tery 
little  difference  in  their  course,  sometimes  appearing  to  steal  a  little 
to  the  eastward,  at  other  times  somewhat  to  the  southward.  By  a 
deserter  from  on  board  the  transport  ship  America,  I  am  this  morn- 
ing informed  that  some  part  of  Gen^  Howe's  army  that  crossed  from 
this  state  to  Staten  Island,  have  been  sent  to  New  York.  He  can- 
not say  what  number,  but  thinks  not  exceeding  509.  He  also 
informs,  that  the  remainder,  except  two  Hessian,  regt^s  that  are  leflb 
guard  on  Staten  Island^  embarked  on  board  this  fleet.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be.  &o. 

DAVID  PORMAN. 

Shrewsbury,  23  July,  1777. 

Copy  Cha.  Thomson,  Secy. 
Directedj 

Prom  Qenl.  Forman  to  Congress,  July,  28, 1777. 
(Copy.) 


PRBSIBBNT  Wharton  to  Baia.  Ghn.  Pottbe,  1777. 

Philaddphia,  July  23, 1777. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  just  now  recvd.  yours  of  Yesterday, 
and  he  commands  nae  to  acquaint  you  that  Coll.  Bull  has  been 
authorized  &  directed  by  the  Council  to  supply  the  Militia  with  Carts, 
&c.,  &  that  as  CoP  Bull  is  gone  down  this  morning  to  Billingsport, 
ho  will,  of  course,  give  his  attention  to  this  duty.  Col»  Jones  will 
be  directed  to  give  his  attention  also  immediately,  and  if  anything 
shall  have  happened  to  preventhim  from  it,  another  will  be  appointed 
in  his  stead,  as  the  Council  are  in  earnest  to  have  the  works  for* 
warded  with  all  possible  expedition. 

There  is  at  BilUngsport  a  Flatload  of  boards,  which  you  are 
requested  to  use  in  sheltering  the  Men  from  the  weather  for  the 
present. 

If  any  delay  shall  happen  in  the  Engineer's  attendance,  his  Excel- 
lency  requests  you  to  make  a  temporary  appointment  for  this  duty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient  humble  Serv* 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy. 

To  Oenl' Potter,  at  BUlingsport   * 
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FoBDs  ON  Delawabs.    [stoib.] 

AlMvi  fcvo  nileB  above  Tventon  Ferry  at  Malaad  Kirbrighte  Fam 
then!  18  a  fold  which  is  pasMible  when  the  River  is  loW|  at  this  time 
tkeie  is  5  feet  water-— here  the  Biver  is  still  and  wide. 
^  At  Yarleys  Ferry  four  miles  above  Trenton  the  Siver  at  the  head 
of  the  Island  below  the  Ferry,  is  fordable,  when  the  Biver  is  low, 
at  this  Time  there  is  near  four  feet  water,  something  rapid— -at  the 
Ferry  it  is  dead  Water  and  a  good  Pbioe  to  lay  a  Bridge  of  Pontoons^ 
the  River  is  abont  three  hundred  yards  widoy  a  good  Boad  from 
Maidenhead  &  Princeton  leads  to  the  Ferry. 

Sanders  FaUS|  two  miles  &  a  half  higher  there  is  a  Ford,  rapid, 
fonr  &  half  feet  water,  abont  one  hundfiM  and  fifty  yards  to  the  Is- 
land and  fonr  hundred  over.  Between  Yarkys  Ferry  and  Sanders 
fiJls,  there  is  no  suitable  place  for  a  fridge.  -^n 

•  At  Browns  Ferry,  two  miles  above  Sauders  Falls,  there  is  still 
water  two  hnndred  &  fifty  to  three  hundred  yards  over,  at  Road  from 
Pennytown,  Maidenhead,  Prineton  &  Bmnawiok  come  directly  to 
this  Ferry. 

At  Knowle's  Gove,  two  miles  above  Browns  ferry  is  a  narrow 
Mss^  one  bundled  &  twenty  Five  yards  over,  rapid  &  deep-^No 
Boad  of  GonsequcDoe  leads  to  this  place,  the  Country  Bough  all  be- 
low is  a  smooth  Country. 

At  Pittits  Ferry,  one  mile  above  Knowles  Cove  is  a  fording  place 
four  or  four  t  half  feet  water,  800  yards  over  still  water,  for  a  l^ridgo 
and  Boad  from  Pennytown  &c.,  country  hilly  on  the  Jersey  Shore 
ft  level  on  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  foot  of  Wills  falls  is  three  miles  ft  half  from  Pittits,  here 
IS  a  still  water  deep  and  only  one  hnndred  &  fifty  yards  over,  the 
Cbnntry  rough  on  each  side  several  large  Beads  lead  to  this  Place.  * 

From  the  foot  j}f  the  falls  to  Carryells  Ferry  is  one  ft  a  quarter 
mile,  rapid  deep  ft  wide,  one  Island  between. 

At  CanyeUs  Ferry  still,  four  hundred  yards  over.  * 


InSTBUOTIONS  HftLATIKa  TO  SUBYBT  OF  THE  SUOBE  OF  inS 

Dblawabb,  1777. 

In  Council  July  24, 1777. 
The  Council  being  desirous  of  obtuning  a  Survey  of  the  Shore  of 
fbe  river  Delaware  and  of  the  land  for  about  four  miles  to  the  west- 
ward taking  in  the  Great  roads  leading  to  the  southward  where  they 
may  extend  further  than  that  distance  from  the  river,  and  remarking 
the  several  places  where  an  enemy  may  land  and  the  kind  of  gropnd 

Bee  page  419. 
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adjoining,  whether  marshy,  hillji  open,  or  ooyered  with  woods,  and 
where  there  are  aereral  beighto  near  <each  other  remark'g  their  alti- 
tudes and  distances  apart,  remarking  partioalarlj  the  sereral  Creeks 
and  streams  of  water  as  high  up  at  least  as  the  tide  iovs,  aad  'the 
plaees  where  thej  may  be  forded  or  passed  by  bridges — ^where  them 
are  Swamps  near  the  rifer,  or  roads,  not'g  patiealarly  their  kinds  A 
sises  nearly — ^Passes  of  difficulty  to  an  army  to  be  aeouratdy  snr- 
▼eyed  and  well  described.  The  Goonoii  therefore  direct  yon  to 
proceed  immediately  upon  this  dnty,  with  as  mach  secrecy  and  dis- 
patch as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit,  beginning  at 

and  making  yonr  observations  downward  as  far  as  to 

Nathan  Sellers  to  survey  from  Schuylkill  to  Christiana  Creek. 

Ool*.  Lollar  from  Christiana  Creek  downward. 

Cap*.  Downey  from  Coopers  Ferry  to  Salem. 

Benj^  Davis  from  Salem  downward. 
Copy  of  the  Gcn^  Certificate  to  the  sarreyors,  vis*. 

The  Council  having  occasion  to  take  a  rough  Survey  of  the  coun- 
try near  the  river  Delawaro,  have  anthorised  and  directed 

to  p^form  that  service  between  and 

All  persons  are  hereby  requested  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  tha 
said  servioe  when  called  upon.  * 

Note  to  CoP  Lolhtr^  as  fiur  as  yon  caa  untitl  yon  are  further  ift*' 
strueted.") 

Directed, 
To  AU  concerned. 


SUPRBME  EXBCUTIYB  COUNCIL  TO  EUAB    BOUDINOT,  1777^ 

In  Council,  July  24, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  distressed  situation  of  our  Bretheren,  both  officers  &  soldiers, 
that  are  in  the  hands  of  Uie  enemy  at  New  Tork,  for  the  want  of 
both  provisions  &  Clothing,  impelis  ns  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject 
for  altho  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  your  Hjimanity  ha* 
influenced  you  to  exert  yotirself  to  relieve  their  wants,  yet  from  some 
cause  or  other  they  have  been  for  a  long  while  greatly  neglected,  wo 
wi^  most  sincerely  that  their  confinement  may  be  made  as  easy  to 
them  as  possible  and  if  they  can  contribute  thereto,  will  theerlWIy 
engage  in  it.  The  council  are  told  by  the  Secretary  to  the  boaid  o( 
war  that  you  are  endeavoring  to  procure  a  Quantity  of  Flour,  to  8eii4 
to  them,  should  vou  meet  with  difficulty  in  obtaining  it,  and  that 
you  think  it  can  be  sent  from  hence  with  much  speec^  wo  will  Un* 

«  See  page  419,  also  Colon.  Bso.  Vol.  XL  p.  250. 


%)  adbnil  |i  for  Iheir  iine^-Tlio  wi»h«0  of  tkiB  CquqoU  to  lef  <wr 
Mends  who  are.  in  ctptivitj^  &  who  have  been  fighting  in  the  Oifii*  > 
of  Freedom,  {Nurtake  of  the  oomforte  of  l\i^  as  abundaatlj  at  least  as 
those  oi  the  enemy  in  our  possession,  has  indaoed  as  to  address  jba 
on  this  snhjeety  &  to  offer  yon  onr  servioes  to  assist  in  their  relie£ 
With  great  respect  & 

regard  I  remain  'Sir, 

yonr  very  Hum.  Seryt 
DweeUd.  . 

To  EiHiMi  BondJndt  Eaq.,  Commissarj  Oenl.  of  FriiAmers. 


Bri0.  GmniBAL  HaKb  to  Prbsidsnt  W^abtqit,  1777. 

Fort  Pitt^  24th  Jnly,  1777. 
Sir, 

From  the  inclosed  papers  yonr  Ezo^will  be  able  to  bform  fttele^l 
able  idea  of  the  disposition  of  the  Indians,  to  what  may  be  learned 
from  these  aoo'ts  I  mast  add  the  mnrder  of  two  men  on  the  Allegany 
BWer  abottt  20  miles  flrom  this  place  on  the  2l8t  nltimo,  Pluggy's 
Town  gang  with  two  Tribes  of  the  Shawanese,  k  some  of  the  Dela- 
wares,  reftfse  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  enr  few  Friends.  In  short, 
every  days  experience  teaches  ma  that  nothing  but  penetrating  their 
Oonntry  ft  destroying  the  settlements  of  these  perfldioos  miscreants, 
ean  prevent  the  depopulation  of  the  Frontiers.  This  I  have  deter^ 
mined  on,  as  soon  as  I  can  pvocnre  a  sufficiency  of  Pvovisions,  soacl 
raise  men  enongh  to  ensure  snooess.  Bad  experience  has  taught  v» 
-  that  Mttla  depeodanee  can  be  put  on  the  promises  or  professions  of 
the  savages,  &  I  am  well  assured  that  the  Tribes  making  the  greatest 
show  of  Friendship,  will  not  sit  still  whilst  we  chi^tise  the  fianditti 
that  infests  our  settlements,  unless  we  have  a  force  sufficient  to  in- 
timidate them. 

As  I  shall  be  nnder  the  necessity  of  applyinff  to  the  County  of 
Westmoreland  and  psobably  to  t^at  of  Bedford  for  aid|  I  Veg  that 
your  Bxo^  may  be  pleased  to  give  ^orders  to  the  Militia  Omcers  of 
these  Geuoties  to  famish  me  with  what  men  they  can  spare  for  that 
porposa  I  also  beg  leave  to  hint  to  vonr  Bxo'  that  u  a  slop  wai 
wa  lo  driving  Baef  Galde  liom  this  side  the  inirantains,  mitaiiha 
^Pni^  40  be  eoq^lcqFed  hese  wena  snpplied,  it  wo«ld  be  prodaotiva  ol 
^M^J  good  eooseqpienoea,  k  save  a  groat  pnhlio  oxpenas,  the  Indiani' 
010  aow  gobg  to  a  Irettty  at  Ooisefo,  &  one  kaa  lately  basn  hfUaik 
Nisgons  i  nndetslMd  that  soQo  men  k  Stoiea  brae  ktely  been  sent 
to  Qswogo,  k  am  apprehensive  that  something  may  be  sAtomiKod  i^ 
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tte  wtj  •r  tlie  SoiqMhaM,  or  tomids  Albttif ^  If  I  OM  gH  ny* 
ftither  Kj^t  into  the  laattor  wili  take  the  earliest  opportonitrf  of 
oonmomeating  i^. 

I  have  the  Hononr  to  be 

•  with  the  Greatest  respect  your  ^ 

£zcs«  mo6t  Obedt^  & 

moflt  Hble  Serv^ 

BDW'D.  HAND. 

Directed^ 

To*  his  Exe^  Tho's  Wharton,  Esq.,  jnnr.,  Prendent  of  the  Supreme 
Ezeoative  Council  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


[The  following  are  tbe  papers  referred  to.] 

No.  1. 

Port  Stradler  14th  July,.  1777,  J8  o'clock.* '  ' 
P^Col. 

This  minute  Alaz'r  Clegg  came  in  great  haate,  who  escaped  th# 
qhot  of  a  number  of  Indians  while  we  were  getting  ready  to  gQ 
after  them  John  March  and  Jacob  Jones  came  in,  &  bulj  that  they* 
think  they  saw  at  least  20,  &  followed  them,  but  they  escaped.  The 
iodians  fired  at  Jacob  Farmers  House,  Two  men  and  a  Boy  we» 
kird,  a  young  woman  &  two  children  missing.  It  is  supposed  tJiat 
be  is  killed,  £  Nathan  Wirley  &  two  of  Jacob  Jones's  Children  &  a 
Paughter  of  Farmer's,  we  shall  maroh  after  them  in  less  thaa  aOi 
hour.    The  truth  may  be  relied  on. 

JOHN  MINOR  Capk 

jbfrectedf 
To  Col.  Morgan. 

No- 2. 

A  message  from  Capt.  John  Killbuck  to  Col.  Morgan. 

Guohaghunk,  June  7»  1777* 
Birothert  « 

'  We  know  not  yet  that  our  Unkles  th»  Wyandots  b«vo  started  frea 
kome,  six  days  ago  we  sent  two  of  our  Young  mwn  to  Wandeobsiesi 
Vown  to  tell  them  to  come  here,  that  we  wanted  0  speak  to  them  f 
m  Oapt.  White  Eyes  tad  Wingeman  are  gotte  to  you  toeonsult  with- 
yon>  when  we  hear  from  you  at  tb^t  ret'n  we  eiliU  wnd  agHA  to 
tho  *Wypmdots. 
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Brotber,  /  •         • 

This  18  to  let  yon  know  that  a  part7  of  Wapanaws,  Mobickons, 
and  Mansies  are  gone  to  strike  yon,  Plaggy'a  bod  is  the  Captain  of 
thenii  the  whole  of  them  is  nine  men. 

Brother, 

'  th^y  did  not  eoaie  by  our  Town,  if  they  had  we  would  ha^e  atop^ 
ped  them,  b«i  they  went  past  ft  they  intend  to  eall  at  none  of  our. 
Towns  bat  to  go  on  ft  erosa  the  Kittanning  ft  go  on  the  waters  of 
Turtle  Greek,  where  the  people  are  a  living  thick  and  not  afraid;  so 
we  beg  of  yott  that  yon  will  let  yoorehildren  know  of  it. 


■    No.  8. 
Extract  of  a  liOtter  from  Captain  Samnel  Measoo,  dated 

Port  Henry,  Jane  8,  1777. 

'  ^'  Yesterday  between  the  hoars  of  five  ft  six  o'clock  in  the  aftemooo 
as  a  few  of  Capt.  Vanmeter'a  Comp^  were  fishing  about  half  a  mile 
from  this  fort  up  Wheeling  Creek ;  a  certain  Thomas  M'Cleary&on^ 
Xianimore  being  some  distance  from  the  others,  were  fired  on  by  • 
Party  of  Indians  to  the  Number  of  6,  7,  or  8  Ouns,  of  which  the 
several  Persons  near  do  not  agree,  as  some  say  8,  or  upwards  Lani- 
more  and  others  gave  the  alarm.  I  went  to  the  place  and  founct 
Tracks  but  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Indians.  M''CIeary*s 
shoe  being  found  which  he  wore  when  he  rec'd  the  wound,  we  presently 
found  him  killed  ft  scalped,  he  had  run  about  800  yds,  from  the 
Creek.  Night  coming  on  by  the  time  that  we  were  satisfied  of  its 
being  Indians.  I  proposed  to  set  put  this  morning  by  day  light,  la 
Pursuitjk  have  drawn  out  of  Capt.  Virgin's  Company  8  men  so  that 
we  amount  to  30  men  well  equipt,  ft  do  cross  the  river  at  this  place, 
as  they  seemed  by  their  Tracts  to  bend  their  direction  down  the  river 
ft  purpose  to  pursue  them  to  the  last  extremity  ft  Hazard.  I  sett  off 
at  8  this  morning,  and  flatter  myself  that  you  will  not  disapprove  ouc 
Proceeding,  but  call  on  me,  if  any  occasion  should  require^  ft  as  Ij 
may  not  return  to  the  ensuing  Council  at  Catfish,  I  take  this  oppor* 
tunity  to  return  your  Honour,  the  strength  of  m  v  comp'^  which  con« 
sists  of  50  men  of  which  forty  five  are  in  good  oraer,  ft  furnished  fof 
going  on  any  emergency,  ft  expedition,  t&t  may  be  necessary. 
I  am  with  great 

lespaeC  y  Hononrs 
•  mrost  obed*  ft  hble  Serv* 

SAM'L.  MEASON. 
DmUed, 
'  Brigdr-Gen«  Ran4. 


No.  4. 

CiMjhackunk,  Julj  7%  1777. 
IK  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  the  2'  Ins^  and  now  Gapt.  White  Eyes  desireth  me 
to  inform  joa,  in  his  name  what  passed  here  since  that  &  what  in- 
teU^gesee  we  gol  ficom  over  the  Lake.    In  my  laet  I  mentioned  to 
5011  that  Messengers  were  sent  to  Ploggys  Town  &  Sandusky,  wIhi* 
After  they  had  sett  off  soon  met  on  their  way  with  a  party  of  24 
Waniorai  Mingoes,  some  Wyondots  &  Mohiekon%  to  whom  tbcy 
spoke  ft  told  them  that  they  were  sent  to  them  to  sfieak  with  them 
in  a  friendly  Manner,  and  to  rememher  them  of  ancient  Friendship, 
that  they  were  glad  to  meet  them  but  sorry  to  see  them  with  Toma- 
hawks in  their  hands  ready  to  strike  their  Brethren  the  Virginians. 
They  told  them  likewise  that  all  the  Nations  were  for  peace,  ^  only 
they  who  were  Imt  a  few,  were  the  cause  of  all  these  distnrhanoes. 
That  thar  Couains  the  Dolaw*  were  desired  by  the  WTondots  the 
Six  Nations,  Shawanees,  by  their  father  over  the  iMe,  &  th^ir 
Brethren  the  Yirginians,  to  admonish  them  to  leave  off  Striking  their 
Brethren  any  more,  Said,  ''We  therefore' desire  you  to  consider  your 
Women  &  Children  &  to  have  pUy  on  them.     We  take  the  Toma^ 
bawks  out  of  your  Hand  and  wfll  bury  it,  only  take  hold  of  our 
fUendship/'    The  Warriors  Cap^*  (there  was  three  of  them)  answered 
ffaat  they  were  glad  to  hear  their  good  Speech,  but  that  it  was  not 
their  own  doing  goin^  to  War, — ^that  they  had  orders  from  the  six 
Nations  to  do  so,  which  they  could  prove,  for  they  had  speeches  al 
home  from  their  Chiefs,  and  besides  that  they  had  certain  news  from 
over  the  Lake,  that  the  Governor  at  Detroit  had  delivered  the  Tomac 
bawk  which  was  wnt  from  the  King  of  England  to  all  the  Nationa 
which  they  also  had  taken  hold  of,  that  this  was  the  reason  they 
were  in  haste  to  strike  now.    The  Warriors  after  that  marched  on 
k  came  to  Cuchackunk  when  Gapt.  White  Byes  kept  them  a  Day  & 
Spoke  more  to  them,  yet  they  would  not  be  stopped  but  marchel 
towards  Wheeling,  another  Party  they  said  were  getting  ready  to  go 
towards  the  Fort  or  thereabouts.    The  messengers  after  that  pr6- 
<teeded  on  their  Journey  to  the  Wyondots  when  they  met  John 
Montour  coming  from  Detroit  of  whom  they  had  some  intelligence 
how  matters  are,  and  turned  back  again.    John  Montour  bringeth 
N^s  that  the  Wyondots  would  come  here  soon,  that  they  heard  they 
were  to  go  to  the  treaty  at  Pittsburgh  which  they  were  not  willin^f 
to  do,  that  they  would  oome  to  Cuchackunk  according  to  their  pro- 
mise, &  if  their  Brother  the  Big  Knife  wanted  to  jee  them  &  speak 
with  them  he  should  come  there.    He  informed  us  likewise  of  a 
Treaty  having  been  held  with  the  Indians  at  Detroit,  but  doth  not 
toll  much  what  had  been  transacted  there,  because  the  Wyondots  as 
he  saith  had  told  him  not  to  tell  about  it  until  they  should  omuOi 
then  they  would  rekto  all  that  had  passed.    Oapt.  White  £yea  Itlb 
me  to  inform  yon  that  he  had  a  little  Intolligenoe  of  some  secret  bad 
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derign  against  the  white  people,  which  hath  ito  rise  from  the  aiz 
Nations,  that  he  expected  to  hear  more  of  the  Matter  when  tha 
"Wyandots  come,  &  tW  he  will  inform  jou  further  of  the  matter. 
As  I  heard  of  it  likewise  and  alredj  mentioned  so  much  I  will  explain 
it  a  little  fmrther,  a  very  large  belt  from  the  six  Nations  of  an  np- 
common  size  &  fignlre  had  been  sent  to  the  Wyandots  secretlj,  thej  say 
abont  16  j"  aco,  of  which  bnt  very  few  knoweth,  ft  shall  not  be  known 
until  all  the  Nations  have  joined  and  agreed  to  make  war  against  the 
white  people ;  which  belt  they  have  jet  &  mention  was  made  of  it 
at  the  Treaty  at  Detroit,  when  the  Gov'  or  Commander  as  Montonr 
saith  having  painted  ft  dressed  himself  in  the  Indian  manner,  said 
to  the  Nations  then  assembled  that  he  wonld  join  them  in  that  canse, 
ft  presented  a  large  black  belt  to  the  Indians,  painted  red,  with  small 
Iron  Tomahawks  fixed  to  it,  ft  desired  them  all  to  take  hold  of  it, 
tiiat  all  who  were  present  took  the  belt,  bnt  after  they  had  consulted^ 
the  Wyondot  Chief  deliv'd  it  to  the  Chipwa  Chief,  ^told  him  that  he 
was  a  stronger  Man  than  him,  ft  that  he  should  have  the  belt  in  hie 
eare.  The  Chipwa  Chief  refused  to  take  it  and  said  that  the  Wyon* 
data  were  looked  upon  as  the  Head  Nation,  ft  therefore  what  they 
ahould  conclude  the  rest  would  likewise  agree  to,  upon  this  the 
Wyondot  Chief  took  the  belt,  gave  it  back  to  the  &ov'  ft  said  as  he 
was  such  a  strong  Man  ft  encouraged  them  to  so  to  war  ags't  the 
Tlrgbians  he  should  make  the  Beginning,  go  oefbre  ft  strike  ftrsl 
then  they  wonld  follow  him  also,  so  for  it  came  with  the  affair. 
Further  we  learn  that  the  Wyandot  Chief  was  goinff  to  Niagara  ft 
nthers  was  to  be  sent  here  to  Ouchackunk,  when  they  come  they 
will  send  a  messenger  before  to  give  the  Delaw*  Notice  of  their  com- 
ing. Capt.  White  Byes  would  have  yon  therefore  to  consider  about 
the  matter  as  it  is  certain  enough  that  the  Wjandots  will  not  come 
to  the  Port,  either  come  yourself  here  or  send  somebody  to  transact 
Business  with  them.  If  you  should  want  some  of  our  People  to 
bring  you  safe  here  you  must  let  them  know  of  it  as  soon  as  posrible 
or  send  word  with  the  Bearer  to  Kaskaskunk  wlm  livith  there,  thai 
some  of  those  Indians  may  go  with  jou  or  whom  you  shall  send. 
I  am  Sir^ 
Y'  very  Hble^serv*, 

D.  ZEISBERQEB. 
Directed, 
To  Col.  Geo.  Morgan. 
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No.  5. 
D'  Parents 

This  oomes  to  let  you  know  oar  distressed  sitaaUon  at  present. 
Last  Saturday  Night  the  Indians  came  &  drove  off  my  two  horsesi 
ft  two  of  Joseph  TumblestonSy  shot  a  Mair  of  his  dead  &  took  a 
valuable  M«dr  of  John  Harnesses  &  one  large  Horse  of  Samnel 
Harris  &  one  of  l^aphiniah  Blackfords,  &  some  young  Creatures 
&  with  their  arrows  shot  four  of  Mr.  Zodgero's  Cattle  &  two  of  Yeatea 
Gonwells^  the  cattle  came  home  with  the  arrows  sticking  in  them  12 
iiichesy  which  cut  a  shocking  aspect;  upon  which  we  immediately 
turned  out  all  that  was  fit  for  action,  which  was  only  23,  leaving  not 
8  effectoall  men  in  the  fort,  &  went  down  the  river  to  the  Mouth  of 
fish  Creek,  by  water  &  then  crossed  the  Ohio,  &  marched  by  land  to 
Sun  fish  Creekj  &  then  took  the  Tracks  of  the  Indians  and  it  was 
partly  dark  the  road  was  plain  &  followed  up  the  Creek  by  Moon« 
shine  a  few  milefi  with  great  hopes  of  overtaking  them,  &  discovered 
their  fire  &  as  we  were  surrounding  them,  J^hn  McClean's  gun 
went  off  by  accident  &  they  returned  the  fire  smartly  &  only  one  of 
our  men  were  in  proper  view  of  the  Indians,  who  shot  twice  and 
they  then  fled  from  their  Camp,  &  scolded  us  for  some  time,  we  im* 
ditttely  took  possession  of  a  hill  that  joined  their  camp  &  discovered 
two  more  fires,  &  not  thinking  ourselves  sufficient  for  an  attack,  we 
retreated  &  got  a  reinforcement  &  sallied  down  &  went  up  the  Creek, 
but  finding  they  were  two  days  gone  we  concluded  to  cross  to  our 
side  of  the  Eiver,  &  look  for  some  y^  we  expected  on  that  side,  we 
took  the  advantage  of  a  rifle,  two  of  our  Canoes  being  advanced  close 
to  the  shore  in  order  to  Land,  the  Indians  fired  their  shot  as  thick 
as  hail  upon  them,  our  men  all  fell  flat  in  the  Canoes  only  two  that 
steered  and  pushed  back  under  cover  of  our  guns,  &  got  safe  back  to 
the  savage  shore  without  the  Loss  of  a  man,  we  exchanged  many 
shot  but  to  no  purpose  we  then  pushed  up  &  crossed  the  river  below 
fish  creek,  &  lay  on  our  arms  until  morning,  &  found  a  number  of 
tracks  coming  up  the  river  wl^ich  we  followed  with  all  speed  to  our 
fort  &  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  them  a  party  of  Capt.  Pigman'^ 
O^mp'y  that  had  been  at  the  little^Canawa,  &  So  you  wont  fail  to 
come  down  with  five  or  six  horses  with  all  speed  to  help  us  up  to 
your  Parts.     The  Sign  of  the  Indians  is  very  numerous  over  the 
Ohio,  having  numbers  of  Camps,  &  one  large  bark  camp  below  fish 
Creek.    I  was  in  both  actions  &  saw  the  signs  myself. 

MORGAN  JONES, 

Grave  Creek. 
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I  am  now  at  Oirard's  fort  with  12  men  ovilj^  &  I  am  intirely  With- 
out anmiinitioil|  as  also  withoat  my  fall  Quota  of  men,  I  hope  yon  will 
aend  by  Van  Sweringen  some  ammunition  and  flints  &  as  the  times 
is  so  haiardons  I  hope  the  men  may  be  ordered  to  oome  here  imme- 
diately as  the  People  are  much  pot  to  it  to  get  their  harvest  op  the 
Greek,  &  it's  not  in  my  power  to  go  on  a  scout  with  so  few  men  & 
leaye  men  to  guard  the  People. 

I  am  Sir, 
T'  Hble  Serv!, 

wm.  cross. 

Port  Girard,  July  20, 1777. 
Direded, 
GoL  Z.  Morgan. 

P.  8. 

Sir, 

I  am  under  the  tteeetsity  to  acquaint  you  that  the  men  are  Tcry 
unwilling  to  go  out  from  any  of  the  Stations  on  a  scout  without  flour, 
&  as  there  is  none  to  be  had  at  any  of  the  mills  here,  for  want  of 
water,  I  should  take  it  as  a  fav.our  if  yq^i  Vould  give  an  order  for  a 
thousand  or  1500  w*  of  flour  from  either  Willscms  or  Wardins  millS| 
as  I  see  no  way  of  dwng  without.   * 

I  am  Sir,  Y'n  Ac., 

JOHN  CORBLT. 


MouoBgaKa,  Copy  ss. 

Rich'  Ashcrafb  &  Thomas  Carr,  two  of  the  Spies,  came  before 
James  Chew,  one  of  the  Magistrates  for  the  said  Co'ty,  and  made 
oath  that  on  Thursday  Evening  the  17  Ins^,  they  discovered  on  the 
head  waters  of  Buffkloc  Creek,  which  to  the  beat  of  their  Knowledoe 
appeared  to  them  to  be  of  the  Enemy  &  that  from  the  sign  of  toe 
said  tracks  their  number  might  be  about  7  or  8,  that  the  said  tracks 
were  making  towards  the  Monongahalia  River,  &  appeared  to  be  gone 
the  said  day. 

JAMES  CHEW.  J 
July  19,  1777. 


46tf        piMf  sTLVANi^  mmpfiss  int.  f 

Sdprbmb  Bxecutivb  CounciIi  to  Board,  oe  Wab,  iVTT. 

In  Cotmcfl,  July  24*%  ITTT.     " 
Sir, 

The  Council  received  your  letter  respecting  two  twelve  Pound 
Gannon  bclondng  to  this  State  which  Gen.  Knox*  has  applyd  fori 
to  be  sent  to  Head  Quarters — they  are  sorry  they  oaoaot  mih  pro-, 
priety  grant  the  Generals  request,  for  if  (he  Enemy  should  Invade 
this  State  we  shall  be  greatly  distress'd  for  the  want  of  Cannon^ — 
the  Council  are  at  a  lorn  to  know  where  to  procure  Cannon  for  the 
Works  at  Billingsport,  and  other  places  of  defence,  in  case  of  Inva- 
sion, and  wish  your  Honourable  Board  conld  assist  them  in  fonuab-' 
ing  those  Works  at  least,  with  as  many  as  may  be  necessary. 
With  much  respect, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  very  Hum'l  Servapl.    . 
Directed^ 
lUehaid  Peters,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Boafd  of  War. 


Instructions  to  Cap.  Johh  Hunn,  1777, 

In  Council,  July  24,  1777. 
Sir, 

By  Intelligence  re'd  this  Day  from  Shrewsbury,  the  Enemys 
ships  to  the  number  of  240  k  npwurds,  (including  all  sices,)  with 
Troops  on  Board,  left  Sandy  Hook  yesterday  moiaiBg  and  stood  im% 
to  Sea  stearing  all  the  Day  a  southeast  course  with  very  little  excep- 
tion, under  a  very  easy  sail,  in  three  Divisions — as  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  that  Gen.  Washington  have  the  Earliest  Intelligence ' 
what  part  of  the  Continent  they  intend  to  land  their  Troops  on,  as  ' 
well  as  that  this  Council  should  know  it,  and  confiding  in  your' 
attachment  to  the  Cause  of  Freedom  &  in  your  abilities  and  activity, 
the  Council  request  you  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  Sea 
shore  and  observe  what  course  the  Enemys  ships  stear,  b  their  num- 
bers, and  if  they  have  Troops  on  Boards-endeavor  also  to  find  out 
what  part  of  the  Continent  they  purpose  to  land  on — ^In  forming  a 
Judgment  of  this  important  matter  every  circumstance  fihoold  be 
maturely  considered — for  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Enemy  expect 
we  are  watching  their  motions,  and  will  endeavor  to  deceive  all  in 
their  power**as  soon  as  you  are  convinced  beyond  a  doubt  where 
(hey  mean  to  attack  send  off  a  person  in  whom  all  confidence  can  be 

*  See  page  439. 


pnt,  to  OeD.  Washington,  the  nearest  ront,  with  as  particolar  an 
account  as  maj  be  10- your  power  tp  relate — repeat. to  the  General 
your  intelligence  by  another  Express  or  two,  and  as  much  oflener 
as  you  may  think  proper,  lest  by  any  accident  the  first  ^ould  mis-' 
carry — we  also  request  that  you  will  give  this  Council  the  earliest 
intelligence  by  express,  which  you  may  hire  for  the  purpose,  taking 
cm  not  to  trast  my  but  such  as  are  known  to  be  firmly  attiiche4 
to  the  AvrafMaA  oaiMe--Ia  order  that  you  fnay  mtet  witih  ti^effj- 
aawotanoe  so  aa  to  enable  you  to  perfbrm  this  business  with  expe<fition, 
WQ  h»Te  procmred  a  Certifioate  from  the  War  Office,  dfrectedto  all 
Ofteers,  Magistrates,  Ac.,  to  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  yon  &  tfhose' 
tkat  nay  aeooaapany  you  on  this  importavt  afliir — H  may  be  proper 
to  keep  the  business  you  are  going  upon  as  much  a  secret  as  possible 
aa  you  peas  thro'  New  Jersfy.  Belying  <m  your  activity  A  aeal' 
I  remain, 

with  respect^ 
Sir, 

yonr  veiy  hnn.  serr't 


State  Boa&x>  ojt  War  to  Pbbs't  Wbaawv^  1777. 

PoBHsylvaiua  War  Office,  July  24%  1777. 
Si»,  , 

Oaptidn  Hercules  Courtney  informs  this  board  that  the  last  detach- 
ment of  Odonel  Proctors *Regiment  was  to  march  this  day,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  Fort  Islaq^  will  be  left  without  a  Guard.  We' 
thought  it  our  duty  to  inform  the  Honorable  Council  thereof)  and 
beg  lea;ve  to  suggeet  the  propriety  of  sendins  a  Company  of  the 
MUitia  from  Billingsport  to  mount  Guard  at  that  place,  as  the  ordi- 
nance &  stores  there  are  of  considerable  value. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
with  great  respect, 

your  £zeeUeno}B 

most  Obedient  Servant, 
RICH.  BACHE,  Chairman. 
Dirededy 
His  ExoeUeacy  Thomas  Wharton,  jun',  Esq'. 
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Extract  op  a  Lbttbb  prom  Gbit^l  WASHiNaToisr  to 
Congress,  Gamp  at  Bamupakg,  8  Miles  from  the  Clovb« 

July  25, 1777. 
'^  The  ftmasiog  advantage  the  enemy  derive  from  their  ditpe  and 
the  command  of  the  water,  keeps  ns  in  a  atate  of  oooatant  per* 
plenty  and  the  most  aozioiis  conjeetare.  We  are  not  yet  got  in- 
formed of  their  destination.  Things  being  thus  oirenmatanoedy  and 
varions  opinions  as  to  their  real  object  prevailing  among  US|  some 
snpposing  it  to  be  Philadelphia,  others  the  North  Eiver,  and  others 
an  expedition  more  easterly,  I  would  submit  it  to  Congress  whether 
the  militia  of  the  neighbouring  oounties  should  not  be  immediately 
called  to  the  first,  or  at  Chester — ^the  lower  oounties  at  Wilmington. 
This  measure  appears  to  me  highly  expedient,  &  no  objection  can 
lie  against  it  of  sufficient  validity  to  prevent  it.  Should  the 
Enemy's  real  design  be  a^nst  Philadelphia,  &  they  have  favoura- 
ble winds,  their  voyage  will  be  made  in  a  short  time,  when  it  may 
be  too  late  to  obtain  their  aid  &  to  arrange  them  properly  for  de- 
fence, supposing  them  to  come  in.  I  am  now  induced  to  recommend 
this  measure,  as  the  several  objects  we  have  to  attend  to  necessarily 
oblige  this  army  to  continue  at  a  considerable  distance  from  that 

Elaoe,  till  their  intentions  are  better  understood,  and  as  they  might, 
y  a  sudden  and  rapid  push,  attempt  to  effect  some  materiid  capital 
stroke  before  we  could  get  there,  unless  there  is  a  respectable  force 
to  oppose  them.  The  *report  of  a  force,  especially  if  it  is  any  jrise 
riaspeetable,  let  it  be  of  what  sort  it  may,  will  have  some  influence 
on  their  conduct^  &  may  prevent  enterprizes'that  would  otherwise  be 
undertaken.'' 

Extract. 

CHA'S  THOMSON,  Seer. 


Deposition  Jekbmiah  LoaaHBAB,  1777. 

Philad*,  88.  Personally  come  before  me,  James  Young,  Esq^  one 
of  the  Justices^  &c.,  Jeremiah  Loughead,  &  made  oath  that  some 
time  about  the  first  day  of  this  Ins',  July,  when  he  was  in  West- 
moreland County,  he  was  present  when  heard  a  Neighbour  of  his 
ask  Michael  Hoffnagle,  late  Deputy  Prothoniture  of  said  County,  for 
some  necessary  papers  that  were  in  the  office,  who  made  answer  that 
he  would  Deliver  up  all  loose  papers  to  those  that  wanted  them,  but 
the  Books  of  Pubiick  Recofds  be  would  not  Deliver  to  any  Person 
whatever  until  he  was  forced  so  to  do,  and  that  he  intended  to  carry 
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ttid  ^mnSk  U  LAMMster;  whieli  this  Deponent  terily  belie?e8  he 
bis  done. 

JEREMIAH  LOCHRT,* 

Sworn  the  26th  Jnlj;  1777,  before  me, 

JA'8  YOUNG. 


John  Hunn  to  I^bbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Cape  May,  July  26, 1777. 
Sir, 

We  got  to  the  Sea  Shore  at  two  ooloek  yesterday  Six  Miles  wei* 
of  Little  Kg  harbour,  and  then  Game  to  Great  Eg  harbour  &  Croaaed 
over,  ft  have  Not  Been  able  to  Gain  any  Intelligence  of  the  fleet.  I 
Now  am  Going  to  the  pitch  of  the  Cape,  as  theare  is  Lite  Southerly 
wind^,  in  proMbillity  they  will  keep  wide  of  the  Land  till  they  Come 
up  With  our  Cape.  I  am  now  at  Capt  Stillwells,  where  theares 
M'  Slater,  Master  of  the  Roebucks  tinder  with  Six  of  his  Men  taken 
in  theare  Boat  with  all  arms,  if  any  thing  ofers  Meteriai  I  ahall 
send  of  Expr's  Immediately. 

I  remain  with  Respeot,  Sir, 

your  humble  Serrent, 

JOHN  HUNN. 
Mr.  Stites  Brings  this. 

Directed^ 
Thomas  Wharton,  jun.,  Pres't  Goremor,  Philadelphia. 


Nicholas  Stillwhil  to  PBSSiBiirT  Whaeton,  1777. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Warr. 
Gentlemen, 

On  Fryday  between  the  Hours  of  One  ft  Two  o'Clook  P.M.,  came 
to  my  Houae  Miles  Henry  and  William  Dodge,  formerly  brionging 
to  the  Roe  Buck  &  made  the  following  Report  from  due  Examina- 
tion, yis : 

They  Came  into  Corson's  Inlet,  situate  Between  the  Five  Mile 
Beach  and  Pecks  Beach,  about  Sun  Rise  on  Fryday,  and  put  into  a 
small  Creek  by  the  Name  of  Chesapeake  Fish,  putting  in  at  the 
West  end  of  Pecks  Beach  in  a  Whale  Boate  under  the  Command  of 

*  See  authority  to  demand  them,  p.  465.    Also  Cot  Beo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  262. 


besides  the  Two  Deserlers,  the  Names  of  the  three  arp  WUUaift 
H«toh,  James  HoTBetti  Jokn  Jackson,  they  all  belonging  to  the 
Brig  Stanley,  Richard  Witworth,  Coirmander. 

From  their  information  1  ooneaived  ft  ray  itidispeMable  Duty 
with  all  poasaUe  speed  to  dispatch  a  Detachment  to  take  the  said 
Whale  Boate,  Which  Detachment  arrived  on  the  West  end  of  Pecks 
Beach  s'  afternoon  about  five  eMSkeli  under  the  .Command  of  Major 
Enoch  Stillwell,  who  by  certain  Intrege  took  the  Whole  Crue  with 
Boate  &  Anns  &&,  aa  Aptouat  of  whioh  J  here  ^noiose, 

I  beg  leve  to  informe  you  by  what  Means  the  two  Deserters  made 
their  escape,  they  whace  placed  as  Centery  to  Guard  the  others  while 
they  took  a  Nap,  Dureing  which  they  made  tbeir  escape. 

I  shall  as  soon  as  possable  immediately  convey  them  to  Philadel- 

later 

I  remain 

your  Moat  Oedietit 
Humble  Servant, 
-       NICH'*  STILLWELL,  Col. 

NB.    Seven  Men  Com  pleated  the  expedition. 
Cape  May,  July  26th,  1777. 


An  Account  of  the  Arms,  &c.,  taken  from  the  Enemy  on  Fryday 
July  25,  1777. 
6  Musketts. 
6  Boardg  Pistols. 

5  Cutlashes  &  1  Scabbard  .**     . 

6  Cartarage  Boxes  Complcate. 
.SiStivols. 

1  Spie  Glass. 
1  Can,  with  Ball  in. 
1  Worm,  1  Spung,  1  Hammer. 
1  Case  with  5  Bottles  of  Powder. 
1  Bottle  Rum,  &  Two  empty  Ones. 
1  Priemg  Homd. 
12  Swivel  Cartarages. 

5  Small  Bundles  of  Muskett  Cartarages. 
1  Compass. 

1  Whale  Boate. 
1  Sale. 

6  Oars. 
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Col.  Thomas  Proctob  to  President  Wharton,  1777.  ' 

Pbila*.  July  26th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  iaform  you  that  the  Company  of  Artillery  nndbr 
Caj)t"  Courtoay't  ComnwiDd,  is  ordered  to  march  for  Head  Quarterly, 
to  Horrow  MoiriUDg,  which  nothing  prevents  at  this  time  but  Caah 
to  pay  off  the  Men ;  and  as  there  is  not  Cash  in  the  Hands  of  th^ 
Pay  Master  for  that  purpose,  by  reason  of  his  having  already  clear'd 
.off  that  part  of  the  Kegiment  who  have  nvirch'd,  not  having  made 
that  stoppage  by  you  intendedL  fojc  the  four  Months  pasi^  owing  tp 
,the  great  disorder  that  prevailed  amongjst  the  Soldiery  on  Ace*  of 
the  hard^hip3  thfy  laboured  under  for  want  of  almost  every  Mecjdf- 
mry, — hepe,  therefore,  you  will  see  the  neoessity,  and  Order  tbie 
Stoppage  you  have  made  to  the  first  Instant  to  be  refunded  to  him,  by 
which  he  will  be  enabled  to  discharge  his  Duty  and  prevent  further 
monouring.  Your  Compliance  will  infinitely  obiige 
Sir;  your  most  devoted 

and  Yery  humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  PROCTOB. 

Dir€cU>,4f 
To  The  President  of  the  Hon*»«  Penn'  Board  of  War. 


Commission  to  search  for  and  seize  County  Records, 

1777. 

Iq  the  Name  &  by  the  &o. 
To  John  Hubly,  Michael  Hubly,  &  William  Henry,  of  the  Burrooglk 
'    ofLaneaster,  Esq'. 

■  Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  of  General  AssemWv  of  this  Common* 
wealth,  passed  on.  the  twenty  first  day  of  March  last,  entitled  <*  An 
net  authorizing  the  President  and  Council  to  appoint  jttdgee)  to  hold 
City  Courts,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/'  it  is  enacted 
That  the  president  and  Council  be  authorized  and  impowered  to  take 
such  measures  to  procure  the  books,  records,  papers  and  scal^ 
belonging  to,  or  in  use  of  the  office  of  Prothonotary  of  any  eount^ 
in  the  state,  as  to  them  may  seem  necessary.  And,  Whereas,  it 
appears  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  ihis  Commonwealth  on 
oath  that  the  books,  records  and  papem,  or  some  of  them  belonging  to  • 
the  office  of  Prothodotary  of  the  Ckronty  of  Westmoreland  have  beeA 
unlawfully  &  clandestinely  removed  and  secreted,  and  that  there  ia 
reason  to  suspect  that  they  are  removed  to,  &  secreted  in  the  Bur- 
rough  of  Lancaster.  And  Whereas,  great  inconvenieades  must  arise 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  County  of  Westmoreland  from  the 
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remoTflJ  snd  seoretiiig  of  the  Books,  Beoords  &  ptpen,  and  it  U 
highly  necessary  that  the  power  given  by  the  said  act  shonld  be  put 
in  force  for  the  recovery  of  th^  same — ^These  are  therefore  to  author- 
ize and  impower  yon^  the  said  John  Hubly,  to  search  for^  demandy 
take  &  receive,  the  said  books,  records,  papers  and  seals,  or  sach  of 
them  as  may  be  foand ;  and  for  the  more  effectnal  recovery  of  the 
same,  yon  are  to  apply  to  and  demand  of  Michael  Hobly,  Esq,,  and 
William  Henry,  Esq.,  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  County  or  Lao- 
caster,  for  their  special  warrant,  enabling  the  sheriff  of  the  said 
Coanty,  or  any  other  peace  officer,  to  enter,  in  the  day  time,  into  any 
dwelling  or  other  house  within  the  s*  County  of  Lancaster,  and  there 
to  make  diligent  search  for  thc'S*  records.  Books,  papers  &  seals, 
and  if  the  same  or  any  of  them  be  there  found,  to  bring  them  before 
the  s'  justices,  in  order  that  they  may  be  delivered  into  the  custody 
of  you,  the  s*  John  Hubly.  And  you,  the  said  Michael  Hubly  and 
William  Henry,  Esq.,  are  hereby  commanded  &  authorized  to  grant 
ihe  search  warrant  before  mentioned  to  search  any  particular  house 
or  houses  as  aforesaid,  due  cause  to  suspect  that  the  said  records,  fto.| 
or  any  of  them  be  concealed  therein,  being  to  you  shown.  And  for 
BO  doing,  this  shall  be  to  you  and  each  of  you,  a  sufficient  authority 
find  warrant. 

Given  under  the  lesser  seal  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  at  Phila^ 
delphia,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  &  seventy -seven.* 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Hon.  J.  McKinlet,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  27th,  July,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Council  of  this  State,  empowered  by  the  Legislature  for  that 
purpose,  have  taken  measures  to  have  the  Cattle  &  Horses  which 
are  pastured  on  the  Isladfi  and  Shores  of  Delaware,  within  our  limits 
driven  off  and  effectually  secured  from  the  reach  of  the  Enemy, 
should  they  approach  the  Delaware.  It  is  proper  you  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  this  precaution,  which  seems  to  be  an  expedi- 
ent of  great  importance  &  necessity.  The  business  here  is  commit- 
ted to  difierent  setts  of  persons,  classed  &  allotted  to  parts  of  the 
Shore,  in  order  to  make  the  execution  practicable  in  the  hour  of 
need ;  for  it  is  only  intended  to  be  executed  in  case  of  extremity. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  great  respect 
Your  most  obed*  humble  servant, 
I>irected, 

Hon.  John  McEIinley,  Esq. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  ^l.  XI,  p.  262— see  page  416. 
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Tq  CoMJitrTBB  fob  Briving  on  Oattm,  1777. 

PhiUdelpbia,  July  27, 1777. 

There  is  certain  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  epemjs 
fleet  at  Egg  harbour,  and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  expect  that 
they  are  bound  for  the  Delaware.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  the 
Committee  for  driving  off  Cattle  be  on  their  guard  and  ready  to  per- 
form that  duty,  when  their  judgment  shall  point 

I  am  &c«, 

T.  Y.M.* 


PbjB6ii>jbni  WHAftTON  7  TO  OoL.  K  Galb&afth,  1777* 

FhiladelphU,  28  July,  1777. 
Sir. 

I  write  to  yon  in  a  moat  pressing  exigency.  The  Enemy  baffled 
)ft  New  Jersey,  are  by  all  accounts,  shirang  their  ground,  &  intent 
Ml  fuvading  this  State.  A  fleet  of  240  sail  of  Ships  of  War  and 
ITraiMporta  adinally  sailed  from  the  bay  of  New  York,  with  a  fair 
wind  on  Tnesday  last ;  &  on  Friday  a  very  great  part  of  this  fleet 
were  seen  on  the  Coast  of  New  Jersey,  within  8  or  10  leagues  of  the 
Bay  of  Delaware,  striving  to  gain  an  entrance  against  a  head  wind. 
The  destination  of  this  powerful  armament,  admits  not  a  doubt. 

Genl.  Washington  assured  that  the  Enemy  mean  to  invade  Penn* 
sylvania,  will  come  as  quickly  as  may  be  to  our  aid,  with  a  part  of 
bia  army;  for  it  is  absolutely  necessary  thai  he  leave  a  sufficient  force 
where  he  has  lately  encamped,  to  withstand  the  alarming  progress 
of  General  Burgoine.    But  GenL  W  is  yet  at  a  considerable 

distance. 

In  this  situation,  when  every  prudent  strenuous  effort  seesMl 
"^  Beoeasary,  the  Council,  nvged  by  Oongress,  call  upon  you,  &  require 
you  to  embody  and  man£  immediately  for  Chester,  in  this  State, 
the  first  Class  of  your  Militia ;  takine  care  to  send  down  eaeb  Conn 
pamesi  or  parts  of  Cempaniea,  as  can  be  forthwitb  got  ready,  without 
waiting  for  the  rest.  With  these  please  to  send  only  a  due  proper^ 
iion  of  officers;  that  is  to  say,  two  Commis'd  officers  only  to  thirty 
privates;  3  to  no  less  number  than  40.  I  hope  that  the  pnUkt 
•pirit  &  emulation  of  the  good  people  of  your  County,  wiH  disposa 
them  to  shew  themselves  as  equal,  &  as  determined  to  defend  their 
Country,  as  the  Militia  of  New  Jersey  have  lately  proved  themselves 
to  be.  It  is  expected  especially  as  the  great  and  important  labour 
of  harvest  is  now  over,  tbtt  there  will  be  little  use  made  of  subetittt** 

See  Colon.  Boo.  ToL  XL  p.  258,  255. 
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tion,  &  4]is*  the  zesp^table  fireeboU«n.  wUl  imh  oot  ^  ipnon. 

However^  1  recommend  to  joa  to  proceed,  as  to  this  duty,  db  a  new 
plan.  To  pay  men  a  large  reward  beforehand,  for  two  months  aer- 
vioe,  when  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  two  months  dntj  wiU  bO} 
necessary,  seems  extravagant.  There  is  some  risque  too  ot  desertion. 
Hiring  at  a  price  by  the  wee1C|  not  exceeding  two  months,  seems  to^ 
the  Council,  much  better  in  these  respects ;  besides  the  mode  in  prao- 
tice  requires  such  prodijious  advances  of  the  public  Treasure,  as  are 
hichly  inconvenient.  The  expenditures  of.  this  kind  in  Bucks  ft 
Philadelphia  Counties,  made  some  months  since,  have  not  yet  found 
tbeir  way  back ;  though  the  Lieutenents  are  now  levying  them  with 
diligence.  * 

A  draught  of  Philad'a  County  marched  before  harvest,  into  Jer« 
sey.  One  of  Bucks  has  guarded  the  fords  of  Delaware  for  two 
months.  A  second  class  of  Bucks,  two  from  the  City  and  one  of 
Chester,  have  oocopiod  for  some  time  and  assisted  in  finishing  the 
defences  of  the  Delaware  between  the  Town  &  Chester.  Other 
Counties  have  now  opportunity  of  exerting  their  virtue  in  defence  ot 
all  that  which  a  freeman  esteems  valuable.  Permit  me  to  say  that 
the  Council  has  particular  dependance  on  your  attention,  disf^atcb  & 
vigor.  You  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  sending  down  Blankets  fgyf 
the  whole,  &  all  the  Arms  that  can  be  oome  at.  The  authority  givea 
yon  to  disarm  the  refusers  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  State,  if 
in  this  respect  worthy  your  attention. 
Direciedf 

To  Col.  B.  Galbraith  Esq. 


Instbvotions  to  thb  Libutehakts  07  CHI  CouNTiss,  1777: 

In  Council. 

Philadelphia,  28  th  July,  177T. 
Sir, 

The  following  lines  oome  to  you  from  Council  in  the  most  pressing 
exigency  of  public  affaire,  in  which  the  yery  existence  of  this  State 
is  threatened. 

The  enemy,  baffled  in  New-Jersey,  are,  by  every  account,  at  thra 
moment  exerting  themselves  to  invade  Pennsylvania ;  in  short,  we 
hourly  expect  to  bear  of  their  arrival  in  Delaware.  On  Tuesday 
last  250  vessels  sailed  out  of  the  bay  of  New-York,  with  a  fair  wind 
This  fleet;  without  doubt,  transports  a  large  army,  and  is  composed 

*  « In  the  former,  about  £15  was  the  price  of  tabstitotioo.  It  waa  highev 
in  this  County.  In  Town,  food  and  labour  are  always  much  dearer.  Hera 
tho  hire  rose  to  £26:  High  prices  these;  but  in  no  sort  comparable  to  the 
eitrayagant  rates  you  hold  oat  to  -new.  It  is  reasonable  to  think,  that  th* 
peculiar  season,  in  which  yon  looked  for  substitutes,  occasioned  such  enor- 
mous demands  to  be  made.'* 
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ift'ptti'  9t*MfB  :of  winr.  fitovapty  of  IAmhi  wew  gewi  on'-RMty 
wilMo'eigli*  w  teB  Icttgaes  of  Gape  Majv  tfaenotth  oMterD  Oftp»of  ( 
IMftHrafe^  aail  by  their  dispositioos  saem  denrrus  to  «fieot  aniom' 
tnnce  into  the  baj^  iabdarnig  again0t  a  oostrary  imd.  Sooie'i 
aiMontfl  arrived 'sii^cOy  sajthat  idO  sail  at  diffiretit  tases  had  pattfed 
I7  Bflghairboiir,  before  ten  o'clock  in  the  momiDg  yealArdajv  Their  ^ 
doBtkistioD,  after  this,  admits  of  no  doahi 

Qeoeral  Washiogton,  fuHj  assured  that  the  enemy  haive  ,this- 
State  for  their  objeet,  ie  on  a  hastened  march  fbr  this  plaee,  with : 
sQoh  parts  of  his  army  as  can  be  spared  for  this  service ;  fmr  ho' 
nHMt  preiide  also  for  the  seourity  of  tbo  eonotry  he  leares  a|;a^Mt » 
the  alarming  appreaeh  of  Oeneral  3argoyne.  But  General  Wash*  • 
ington  is  yet  distant ;  it  is  therefore  absolutely  necessary  thiat  a  ^ 
cOflsiderahle  part  of  the  natural  force  of  the  country  be  assembled 
without  leas  of  time^  and  sent  to  Chester  to  join  such  Continental  ^ 
tnvops  and  Milttii^  as  are  here,  in  opposing  so  far  as  is  prudent  and  • 
delaying  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  till  the  army  can  arrive. 

In  this  eif eamstSAce  we  are  desirous  of  procuring  real  aid  with  *. 
all  possible  dispatch.     We  w«uld  sollidt  and  anthorise  you  to  do  it ' 
l>y  all  the  lawful  and  efifectual  means  in  your  power,  but  we  wish  to^ 
leave  much  to  your  prudence.     It  seems  to  us  very  desirable  that 
all  the  hearty  and  able  bodied  men  should  foe,  if  possible,  drawn 
out.     They  ntigbt  appear  eith^  personally  in  the  Clares  aow  eaHcd 
outy  or  as  Substitutes  for  thos^  who  side  with  the  foe^  or  are  hindered  • 
by  priitoiple  from,  bearing  arms.    In  this  view  we  direct  and  enjoia. 
you  to  embody  forthwith  the  of  the  Militia  of 

county »  and  to  send  them  down,  aa  fast  as  you  can  make  up  a  com-, 
paoy  of  forty  or  fifty  men,  under  a  due  proportion  of  O^o^a,  tOa 
Chester,  and  that  you  will  exert  your  utmost  address  and  influence 
to  induce  able  and  hearty  friends  of  the  cause  of  our  country,  to 
join  in  and  inspirit,  by  their  example,  in  the  mannei*  hinted  before, 
in  this  time  of  need,  to  repel  this  almost  despairing  erieriiyi^  We 
would  hope,  that  now  the  very  important  work  of  harvest  is  finisbed| 
this  plan  may  bo  not  only  practicable  but  easy.  Council  find  great' 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  present  mode  of  hiring  SalbstiAates. 
The  advaace  of  large  premiums  for  two  months  servioo^  in  lbe> 
present  case,  seems  unreasonable  and  absurd,  when  perhaps  tl^  daty- 
may  not  be  required  for  one ;  it  tempts  to  desertion  ;  aiid  the  draw- 
ing out  of  prodigious  sums  Of  public  money,  which  would  be 
necessary  in  that  case,  is  highly  inconvenient.  If  they  would  be 
engaged  C/tk  ft  weekly  hiring,  for  two  months  service  as  usual,  would 
it  not  be  much  more  advantageous  to  the  servicei  and  m^we  squal 
between  parties  ? 

The  expenditures  of  this  kind  in  Bucks  and  Philadelphia  counties^ 
nsde  some  mobtiis  sinoe,  have  not  yet  foimd  their  way  back,  l^ough 
the  Lieutenants  are  now  levying  with  diligence.  In  the  former 
about  fifteen  pounds  was  the  price  of  substitution.  It  was  higher 
in  this  county.    In  town  food  and  labour  are  always  mucl^  dmer 
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-^i^mftrtlirhTO  ronioiirdaty^fifeiNMida-^^  Ifti 

i^  reMCOabk  l9  think  that  the  lipfrroooh  of  hwvieat  oooMAved  ovek' 
eooriDOUB  deoMda  ta  be  made^  which  hmff  new  over|  we  bof»  Ahet 
Subetitatei  iMiy  be  had  at  a  aore  rea^enabm  rate. 

.  Ae  W6  ottix  depend  on  the  aid  of  tbe  Jdiliftia  oi  NeW  Jetfley,  wheee 
atti^  and  isabroas  example  vast  provoke  every  honeef  breaai  to 
emulate  the  advantages,  honour  and  suoeeto,  .whioh  their  pcowesg 
awd  epirk  has  obtained  to  their  Stale  and  to  themBeives ;  as  we  shall 
be  aasisted  by  the  Delaware  State,  and,  we  doubt  not,  by  Marylandi- 
we  ha^e  every  rcaeoii  to  expeet  that  the  foee  of  freedom  may  be 
ensiil^  ivsieled  and  svippreasedy  and  the  nmneroue  evil%  wfcieh  wovld 
ensue  on  their  sacoess,  may  be  prevested,  if  We  be  not  wanlMig  is 
tkia  day  of  trial  to  ourselvea  and  ta  poeteritj. 

'  IToift  ace  to  order  down  with  each  oompany  ax  pMohing  azea  and^ 
t#ft  abovelsy  whioh  the  Connoil  will  either  pay  for  or  Tetara  im  goodi!- 
o}der;  and  yott  will  be  under  a  neoeasity  of  sending  down  blaaketa- 
for  the  whoki  and  all  the  arms  that  oan  be  come  at  Xhe  authoiity . 
gi^0ii  you  to  diaarm  the  refusers  of  the  eath  ef  aUegiaaoe  ie  the 
tilate,  is,  in  this  respect,  worthy  your  attention. 

To  Esq.,* 

Lientenaiit  of  the  County  of 

The  Oovncil  reoomntend  to  you  to  be  partkmlar  in  tbe  ma«Hier  of 
glvmg  notice  to  tbe  Militia  to  maroh,  lest,  when  the  money  which 
may  be  paid  for  sobstitutes  shall  be  demanded,  tfaey  may  plead  want 
of  form  in  the  notice— -which  should  be  given,  either  to  tbe  persoa 
veiiMiDy  or  in  wrilmg,  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  and  in  such  * 
milnAer  that  proof  may  be  made  of  tbe  notice  having  been  giveh. 


Be*  Gw'h  POITBB  TO  P&K0IBBN7  WflARTOK, '  1777. 

sir, 

I  have  k  in  command  fbom  B.  Gkn*!  Potter  to  make  you  a  report 
of  the  Troops  Quartered  here,  whioh  I  have  the  honor  wow  to  in-* 
cjosefyou* 

.  I  am  Sir, 

your  SxoeUencies 

most  obed^  Hum*  Seryt, 

P.  wiKoro. 

BiUinisPart,) 
r  July  28,  1777.    | 

.  To  His  Bxoellency  Thomas  Wharto>  Esq',  Prcsideiit  of  Pena** 
sylvania. 

'  ^  Thus  fhr  {a  a  printed  han^iTl— the  other  paragraph  in  MS. 
^' f  He  iaekwuiewas  rottSd  ia  it.  ^ 
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RbBOLUTIBK  09  THB  GONftUfS,  1777. 

In  CoiigireaB,  Julj  %S,  1777.  » 

Besolved,  That  it  be  roeemmen^ed  to  the  ezecatiTe  eonncil  of 

the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  call  out  four  thousand  of  the  Militia  &> 

'addition  to  tboaa  already  called  forth,  and  a«  their  aerrioe  ig  iwme^ 

.  diatalj  wanted,  that  they  call  forth  sach  as  can  be  soonest  eolleote4* 

Sxtraoi  fren  tha  mnntas* 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sb^*  ' 


Mbmobul  ot  Committkb  fob  DRrviKG  OFF  Oawlb,  177T. 

'    To  The  Honorable  P^ldent  of  the  BxeentiTe  ConneX  of  As 
State  of  P^nnsyWania. 

The  Eepresentation  of  the  Sabscribers  who,  with  otbers,  fhc^ 
are  Informed  by  Letter,  are  appointed  to  Drive  off  the  live  Stodk 
oft  the  frontiers  of  Chester  County,  when  ever  .the  enemj  may 
approach, 
Sheweth, 

That  upon  A  Keeting  &  Consideration  of  the  Nature  sttd  Cons^ 
quence  of  the  Charge  Committed  to  their  Care  they  would  Beg 
leave  to  Inform  the  Council  that  (in  their  opinion  j  the  Nnmber  ap- 
nomied  for  that  purpose  is  too  small  to  answer  the  Desired  end,  ^3 
M'  Ash  &  M'  Hervey  eannot  attend. 

They  therefore  Request  to  Council  wouM  appoint  two  persons  ih 
their  Stead,  &  Four  members  Additional. 

The  Subscribers  supposing  the  Council  Not  to  be  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Inhabitants,  would  beg  Leave  to  Beoommend  the 
following-  Gentlemen  as  suitable  peivons,  tw.  :  John  Pearson, 
Nicholas  Deihl,  Isaac  Hendrickson,  Isaac  Serrill,  Harvey  Lewis,  i 
Jacob  Kiehards.  Tbey  do  not  mean,  by  this  Request,  to  Dictate  to 
the  Council,  but  to  Recommend  such  persons  as  the^  apnrebeiil 
.  vouid  be  most  Suitable^  k  if  the  Counoil  could  agiee  witb  the  8ab- 
.aoribem  in  Opinion,  they  would  be  happy  in  the  Choice. 

Tbey  ba?e  therefore  to  Request  the  Conacil  would  acquaint  thcfn 
vUh  their  Opinion  of  the  matter  proposed,  also  to  fovniab  tbepi 
with  the  Resolve  of  Assembly  by  which  they  are  appoiii^,  &  a 
amali  aketeh  by  which  to  Direct  tkeir  Line  of  Conduct. 

SAM'L  LEVIS. 
WJA  KfiRLIN. 
SKETCH'T  MORTON.f 
.     Jaly2«th,1777- 

«  See  Oolon*  Bee.  YoL  ZI«,  ^  264. 
t  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.»  p.  2^6. 
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Authority  to  Sbarch  for  Books/ Bboords,  to.,  177T. 

To  Caleb  Davis,  Esquire,  Prothonotary  of  the  County  of  Chester, 

Peonsilvania. 
i8ir, 
.  Wheteas  it  is  represented  to  the  Sapreme  ExeotitfVe  Council  of 
Uris  Commonwealth  that  the  Books,  Records,  papers  A  seals  belong- 
ing to,  or  which  ha^e  beea  vted  w  the  office  of  Prothonotary  of  the 
CoiQi^f  of  Chester ;.  &  also  %he  Books,  Records,  &  seals  belonging  to 
or  which  have  been  used  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  said  County,  are  now  lodged  in  the  dwelling  of  Henry  Hale 
Graham  of  the  Borough  of  Chester,  in  said  County,  Esquire ;  and 
^^rhe^eaa  it  is  highly  neoes/Miry,  in  this  time  of  danger,  the  Enemy*  at 
present  meditating  an  invasion  oi  this  State  by  the  way  of  the  Bay 
«4t  Bivcpr  Delaware,  on  the  bank  of  w^  river  ^id  Borough  ia  eitfiated, 
that  the  said  Books,  Records,  papers  &  seals  should  be  lemovea  Id 
,  &  4ecared  at  some  place  of-  greater  safetv ;  these  are  therefore  to 
,  authorize,  impower  &  require  you  the  said  Caleb  Davis,  Esquire,  to 
'enter  the  dwelling  &  outhouses  of  said  Henry  Hale  Graham,  Esquife, 
'With  proper  &  necessary  assistants,  in  the  day  tune,  &  there  to  tnake 
dilligent  search  for  said  Books,  Records,  papers  &  seals,  &  to  take 
into  your  possession  &  remove  the  same  to  some  suitable  place  in 
]  order  to  their  security.     And  further  you  are  required  to  make 
^return  to  us  of  what  you  may  do  in  execution  of  this  precept. 

Given  under  the  lesser  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  at  Philadelphia 
'  this  twenty-eighCh  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
^iwyen  hundred  &  seventy-seven.* 


:  John  H^nk  to  Prks't  Wharton,  1777. 

.  Gape  May,  July  29th,  1777. 

IBhV 

I  wrote  you  the  28th'f'  which  I  Make  No  dont  you  hsfve  Reoev'^, 

&  the  Reasons  you  have  had  No  Express  Since  is  the  weather  ha^e 

'Seen  Bo  thick  this  three  days  past  that  it  has  Been  Imposeible  to 

'Discover  Wheather  thear  was  a  fleet  of  or  Not,  But  th^  wind  is  Now 

'at  N;  W.  &  the  weather  Verry  Cleare  ft  No  fleet  in  sight,  thearee  2 

Ships  in  horekill  Rode  1  of  the  hen  ft  chiiskens  ft  1  of  at  anchor  of 

the  five  fathem  Bank,  if  the  fleet  is  Bound  to  Delaware  By  the 

accounts  of  the  wind  ft  Weather  they  have  had  No  Chance  to  arrive 

hear  yet,  I  have  sent  No  Express  to  General  Washington  as  it  is 

hard  to  get  horses  for  so  Long  a  Journey,  But  ifthaare  aboiiUl  Be  a 

«  S€ie  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  254. 
t  8ee  page  458. 


VKMmShTAMlA  'ABCHITSS  im.  4<ft 

r  \a  tiglU  Mr.  JoBM  will  go  Ezprem  laniecKately  M  head 
'^avMra 

Sir, 

I  remain  your  verry 
humble  i6r?'ty 

JOHN  HUNN. 
If  you  have  aoy  orders  please  Send  By  the  Express. 
'Directed, 

To  Thomas  Wharton^  jun%  President^  Goyemer. 
indonemaU, 

Thursday  Eyening  was  the  last  time  Cap.  Huun  sav  the  Fleet — 
about  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  Left  the  €ape  Monday  morning  Day  light 
ft  no  sight  of  Ihem. 


JOSBPH  ElBEBBIDB  TO  PbBS'T  WhABTOST,  1777. 

'Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  Direction  given  Col.  Gill  ft  Col.  Laoey  haye 
sent  down  100  Good  BlanUtSy  which  is  Ezoeed'y  want'd  in  the 
Bnoks  County  Battalion  now  at  Billingsport. 

As  I  shall  Immediately  giye  Information  to  the  Command'g  offi- 
oer  theire — ^make  no  doubt  but  application  will  soon  be  m<de  to 
yo^r  Exoelleney  for  them. 

The. remainder  about  200  will  (as  soon  as  possible  ft  agreeable  to 
Order)  be  wash'd  ft  put  into  the  best  Order  for  use. 
I  am  your  Ezelencys  most 

Obedient  Hum.  Sery^t, 

JO.  KIRKBKIDE. 
fvij  29**,  1777. 

His  Exoelency  Thomas  WhartoO;  Esq';  President  &c.  of  Pehn- 
'Syh-ania. 


Jambs  Rbad  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1777. 

Sir, 

This  morning  I  had  the  Honour  of  receiying  your  Letter  of  Tes* 
terday,  expressing  a  Conoem  lest  Juries  should  not  be  returned^  to 
our  Sesions  next  Month.  And  I  haye  the  pleasure,  Sir,  of  assuring 
you  that  there  has  been  no  Negleot  herer  on  tUa  Head.    I  spoke  in 


MA         fs^nsYiiTAKU  fABQmvm  rm. 

gCk^e  i0  tto  J«»4i«90k  aBd  the  Shariff  MfUMMi  i*e  ik^  kd Jba  tlMil^ 
summoned  a  considerable  Part  of  the  JiirieSy  and  shall  in  »  Dnf  er 
two  have  sammoned  the  whole. 

There  are  in  our  Gaol  two  Persons  for  counterfeitiog  the  Conti- 
nental Four  Dollar  Bills,  and  two  for  Horse  Stealing ;  all  of  whom 
I  committed  some  time  age,  so  that  I  think  the  Gentleman  whom 
The  HooouraUe  The  Council  shall  appoint  Attorney  General  maj 
attend  to  prefer  &  proseoate  Bilb  against  the  two  latter. 

The  Justices  in  their  May  Sessions  appointed  a  Clerk  pro  Tem- 
pore, and  at  the  next  Sessions  will  not  fail  to  recommend  t&ree  Per- 
sons, that  the  Council  may  commission  one  as  Clerk  of  Sessions. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great  respect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 
most  humble  Serv't, 

JAMES  READ. 
•    Reading,  Berks,  Jnly  80, 1777. 
Direottd, 

To  the  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
Supreme  Execcitiva  Coonoil  of  the  State  of  Penn^iylvaQia,  at  Phiiv 
delphia. 


Joseph  Blewbr  to  Prbs't  Wharton,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board,  July  ZO^,  1777.  . 
Sir, 

The  Congress  has  impower'd  the  Continental  Navy  Board  to  pur- 
chase twelve  of  Vessells  to  be  fitted  out  as  fire  Ships,  said  board  has 
appl/d  to  us  to  fit  out  those  Vessells,  which  we  apprehend  could 
not  be  done  unless  you  approve  of  the  Measure,  which  you'l  be 
pleased  to  signify  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can.  We  have  oom- 
.bnstibki  ready  prepared  for  four  VesseLi,  and  they  can  all  be 
chang'd  in  the  course  of  a  week,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  eafety  of 
this  State  wou'd  willingly  undertake  it. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  C.  M.* 

P.  S. — The  Board  is  in  great  streights  for  want  of  money — 
necessity  has  drove  us  to  borrow  upwards  of  One  Thousand  poundB 
in  order  to  stop  the  clamours  of  some  Workmeii. 
JHrectedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq'. 

♦  Bee  Colea.  Rec.  Tol.  XI.  p.  256. 
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Jo.   KiRKBRIDE  TO  FaBSIDENX  WhARTON« 

Julv  30th,  1777. 
Sir,      ' 

The  Bearer  hereof  Capt.  John  Wood,  will  wait  on  the  Conncil  for 
100  Blankitd  Sent  down  for  the  Buoks  Oonnty  Militia  which  I  beg 
may  be  order'd  to  be  Delivered  to  Capt.  Wood,  who  will  Immediately 
take  them  down  to  Billingsport  where  they  are  Bzceed'lj  wanted. 
I  am  jottr  EzceUencys 

moat  Befipeotfal  & 

Obed*  himble  Serr^  * 

JO.  KIRKBBIDB. 
Directed. 

.    To  Hia  Ebmllenoy  Thomas  Wharton  Eiq.,  President  of  the  State 
Qf  PeapayWania. 
.    ^  Fwronr) 
Capt.  Wood,  j 
IndonementM* 

*  Froii  Col.  Kirkbride,  reo'd  Jaly  81, 1777,  the  Blankets  withitt 
ttentianed  were  eontinned  in  the  hands  of  Col.  MoMaaterS;  who 
brought  them  down. 

Belened  to  the  Board  of  War  who  are  requested  to  foraish^  tte 
Blanks  if  in  their  possession. 

T.  MATLAOK,fieo.  > 


'Henry  Fisher  to  State  Navy  Board,  1777. 

Wednesday  Morning,  10  o'clock,  July  y  30th,  1777. 
Qentlemen, 

By  this  Ezprsss  you  will  be  oertain  that  the  Fleet  is  in  sight,  and 
at  this  time  about  4  Leagues  from  the  Light  House,  there  is  228  (two 
hundred  and  twenty  eight)  sail,  the  wind  is  about  N  .N  .E.,  and  they 
bear  about  S.  E.,  from  the  Cape  they  to  all  appearance  will  not  be 
in  till  this  afternoon. 

I  am  in  Haste, 

Gentlemen  yours 

at  Command, 

HENRY  FISHER 
IHr/ioied 
To  The  Honourable  the  SU(e  Navy  Board,  Phila. 

JndonemenL  * 

Received  at  Chester  Fifteen  ttinutes  before  six  o'clock^  and  for 
warded  at- 6  o'olook. 

T.  MIFFLIN. 
20* 
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Col.  Jacob  Morgan  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Reading,  July  SOfch,  1777, 10  o'clock  A.  BL 
Sir, 

Just  DOW  I  rec'd  yonr  Exoeneney's  Letter,  dated  hi  Oeimoil  at 
Philadelphia  y  28th  Instant  on  the  present  most  pressing  Ezi^n<^ 
of  AfiaiTS,  when  onr  enemies  are  daily  expected  to  inyade  Ihis  Stat^, 
and  reqniring  &  enjoining  me  forthwith  to  embody  one  class  of  the 
Militia  of  Berks  Gounty^nd  send  th^a,  with  proper  Officers,  to 
Chester.  I  assure  yo«r  flxoell^ncy  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  exert 
myself  to  fulfill  every  expectation  of  your  Excellency,  the  Council 
and  my  Country ;  and  I  shall  this  instant  send  to  the  Coloners  to 
meet  tm  here  as  soon  aa  possible ;  and  that  notbtttg  shall  be  wanting 
In  me  to  shew  the  warmest  Zeal  in  the  Great  Cause,  wherein  liiis  and 
the  other  States  of  America  are  engaged  against  our' common  enemy, 
who  mean  our  utter  Destruction.  I  shall  attend  to  etery  Article  of 
your  excellency's  Letter;  and  I  am  also  fully  persuaded  of  the  Zekl 
#;&d  actire  spirit  of  the  Soveirdt  Colonels  on  this  oooasion.  I  cannot 
bat  apprehend  great  Diffioultioe  in  disairming  those  who  haye  refased 
to  take  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  and  have  thought  and  dci  so  atili  think 
4hat  a  pfoper  ouoAber  of  ti^e  miiitiA  in  pay  for  that  porpoea  and  for 
guarding  the  Medicinal  Store,  and  whfttever  else  belongs  to  the  con- 
tinent, h^rels  highly  necessary. 
I  am. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
7ov  excellono/a  most  obedient  humble  Serv^ 

JACOB  MORGAN. 

Dtrecieclf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  WhartoUj  jun'  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

^  Express- 


Col.  Jacob  Morgak  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Reading,  July  30, 1777,  6  o'clock  P.  M. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  neglect  to  inform  your  excellency  that  many  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Kcading  are  very  uneasy  that  any  Prisoners  of  War 
should  be  here,  where  there's  no  Committee,  they  having  dissolved 
Ihbmselves  last  week,  as  they  think  a  committee  not  oonsietant 
with  an  established  civil  Government ;  nor  is  there  wxj  Goatd.  tt 
is  thought  that  any  Town  on  the  east  side  of  the  Susquehanna  is  an 


improper  plaoe  for  Prisoners  of  War,  who  haye  vanj  of  (hem  been 
lonir  hme  Md  ha^  setlled  oofre8|>ODdeiiee  wilh  somis  persons  in 
Phuada.|  from  whom  thej  reoeive  Letters  by  post  and  write  answers 
by  tome  hen  with  wheal  they  have  made  acquaiDtanee,  when  any 
snoh  go  to  the  City,  t  think  they  may  on  this  side,  Sasqnehannsn 
^^isill  c<NiTe^>aDd  with  the  enemy  when  they  iav«de  tbi»  SiM.  Tour 
ezoeUency  will  be  so  good  as  to  pardon  tbi»  froedom  which  my  Dttty 
led  me  into. 
lam, 
Tour  BbcodllBey's 

most  Obedient     *     • 

humble  Servant. 

JACOB  MOEGAN. 
Direetedf  ^ 

To  His  EzeeUency  iTkomasr  W1iaii(Mi,  jf./Ssquire  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 


-     .  John  HuNif  to  Fbbsibent  Whaeton,  1777. 

Cape  teayi  July  80%  Eleven  o'clock. 

Sit  t 

The  fleet  to  the  Number  of  SO  sail  is  Now  in  Sigbl,  n|xMi  Wblsk  J 
have  sent  of  Mr.  Bennet  EnpreSf  as  it  is  Not  Seven  Mifes  &rthlt.«o 
head  quarters  By  Philadelphia  >.  V^^  not  semi  Ml.  Jones  of  yet^  but 
as  soon  as-I  am  eonvinst  they  are  bqund  up  the  Baff,  I  shidl  ssiil 
the  Express^  but  as  there  is  but  few  that  Nowea  the  way  thret^ 
the  JersegfSi  the  Intilligenee  will  go  By  PhiMelpkift  as  tlnick  as 
any  way. 

Sir,  I  fesaein  ymm^ 

JOHNHUNN.  ,.; 
TfaewiiidwIL8.B.,fttlw8UpsliBoir0Un«agor.  ' 

To  Thomas  Wharton^  Presedent  Oovernor. 


im        jmJfBxmmiKiiL  Mtammm-  rm. 

.;  John  HxritN  to  P&b8]j»b)^  Waabsdok,  177T. 

.  Gspe  May,  July  60^;  6  P.  M. 
Sin 

^he  fleet  is  standiTrg  in  ik  Gain,  45  sail  in  sigiit,  &  more  of  Co^ 
C»ili  h0  In  Sigl^t}  The  wind  iLt  E.^  which  is  More  in  theare  &tonr. 
it  appears  to  me  they  are  bound  up  our  Bay,  but  I  may  be  deoe^. 
M'  Jones  oomes  of  to  Morrow  Morning  by  way  of  Philadelpliia,  as 
going  through  Menmoutb  is  attended  with  Dain^  of  being  Sfoped, 
as  the  people  heare  inform  Mo.    ■' 

. ;    from  Sir,  yours,  . 

JOHNHUNN. 
Directed^ 
^  .  To  IhoBiaa  WbartoQj  JonT^preaaedentOoyener.- 


Bbsoltttion  07  OoNaRBSS,  1777. 

Id  Congress,  July  30, 1777. 

Whereas  the  .States  of  I^ew  Jersey^  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 

are  in  danger  of  an  immediate  invasion  from  the  enemy's  nriBjf 

a  powerful  fleet  being  daily  expected  within  the  ci^s  of  Delaware, 

^aM  ihetts  is  ihe  strongest  reason  to'ifu^poee  that  the  enemy  wi)l 

•  ^odeaTOUr  to  secure  without  delay  all  the  cattle,  horsec^  and  teams, 

'wfaidh'at«  exposed  to  the  water,  inordef  to  subsist  their  army,  and 

'  iaeilitate  their  military  operations }  and,  whereas  the  prcTenting  of 

tins  measure  is  not  only  highly  conducive  to  the  general  weal,  forit 

will  aldtaalaly  tend  to*  secure  the  property  of  the  good  people  6f 

these  states  from  cruel  ravages.  -    * 

Resolved,  That  it  be  reoommended  to' the.  executive  powers  of  the 

states  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  to  cause  the 

horses,  waggons,  carts,  cattle,  and  other  )lve  stock  contiguous  to  the 

bay  and  riv)»r  Deiaw«r%  to  be  reaiov«$  into  the  lAterMr  parts  of 

the  country,  whenever  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  forces  at  the  capes 

shall  announce  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  such  a  measux^. 

Resolved,  That  all  continental  officers  and  officers  of  militia  in 
continental  pay  in  the  said  states,  do  afford  the  said  executive 
powers  such  aid  and  assistance  in  performing  this  service  as  they 
may  require. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


jAkW  BjSNJEZBT  to  T.  MAILAOKf  1777. 

Nw  Town,  Badu  Co.,  81th  Jaly,  1777. 

AeoordiDg  to  my  direotioDs  from  Goloiiel  Eiricbrido'  I  htve  sent 
:b7  Snnnel  Kees,  Wftggoner,  Ose  Handled  of  the  beal  &  cl^tiMt 
iUtDketo  of  those  oc^eoted  inovr  Oonnty,  the  remftmder,  aboQt  2QQy 
flinll  Mnd  (diiB  MoniiDg)  to  Tfaana»  Jinks'a  Fulliog,  who  safys  if 
ikt  .Woatlier  conliniiefl  Dry  ha  will  eon  pleat  tbem  in  a  Week*  M 
iwUioU  time  akdl  expeel  Ordem  for  the  dellvetj  of  them. 
I  am  with  i^al  regard, 

Sir,  your  Most  Humble  Serv*,  ' 

JOHN  BENilZIlT?.  \ 

Directed  J  • 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  \6  the  Honorable  the  E^- 

eoutive  Council,  Philadelphia.  ' 
With  100  Blankets. 

.lniot9edy 

From  James  Benexet,  ree'd  Jnly  81  1777. 
.     NB.    The  Blankets  were  conlinnad  in  the  hands  of  OoU.  Jamoi 
'MeMasters  for  the  Militia  of  Billingsport. 


BisoiiVnoK  ov  OoMKiBfi,  1777. 

In  Congress,  July  81, 1777.  * 
Beeotved,  That  it  be  reoommOBded  to  the  Supreme  Steostifie 
Oenneii  of  the  State  of  P^nylvftnia,  forthwith  to  make  pmonewi 
sneh  of  the  late  orovAi  k  proprietary  ofieers  and  other  pensons  in  and 
-ndir  this  oity  as  ate  disaffeoted  or  may  be  daogereus  to. the  pnbliok 
liberty  A  send  the»  back  iato  the  ooonlry^  there  to  he  oonfioed  or 
enlarged  npoo  piirole  ae  thsir  ehanoterg  &  beharVionr  may  r^iuee. 
.  That  it  be  reeomwended  to  the  said  Eiecutife  Oonneil  to  ren|^ftle 
wtider  guard  all  the  state  ptkoneia  in  the  goal  of  this  oity  to  aone 
safe  place  baek  in  the  Country,  h  that  they  oaime  the  gnaids  ta  be 
doubled  until  the  prisoners  can  be  removed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Executive  Council  immedi- 
ately to  order  two  oompanies  of  Militia  to  strengthen  the  guard  over 
the  prisoners  at  Lancaster,  &  also  two  companies  of  Militia  to  guard 
the  prisoners  at  Tork  town. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'ry.* 

*  See  Aug.  1,  478,  479.    Also  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  2G4. 
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R»^oLtmoifr  ot  OoiimBiBSs,  1777. 

In  Congrasy  July  Slst^  1777. 

ResoWedy  That  it  be  recommencled  to  the  executive  aathoritici  of 
'-eaefa  of  the  United  Btatee,  to  divide  their  remctive  States  into 
dietrictB,  and  to  appoinit  a  proper  person  in  each  distriot  to  recmit 
men  to  fill  up  the  regiments  laiaed  in  snob  State;  thai  they  take 
^good  seenrity  of  the  person  so  afppoanled  for  the  faitihfal  discharlfa 
of  his  dutji  and  rendering  just  aoooonts  of  aU  poUio  nioniea  that 
shall  oome  to  his  hands ;  and  iliat  they  aliov  for  eaok  ahlft  bodied 
recruit  so  raised,  who  shall  enlist  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war 
the  sum  of  eight  dollars  in  full  for  his  trouble  and  ezpence ;  that 
where  no  provision  for  securing  deserters  has  ahready  been  made  by 
th^  laws  of  the  State,  they  give  to  each  person  so  appointed,  foU 
power  to  take  up  and  secure  all  deserters  that  shall  come  within 
th^i^  respective  districts^  ^nd,  where  force  ia  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose, that  they  direct  the  officers  of  the  militia  to  give  buc&  assist- 
ance as  shall  be  required;  that  they  allow  him  the  sum  of  five 
dollars  for  every  deserter  so  taken  up  and  secured,  in  full  for  his 
trouble  and  expence  therein.  And  for  the  encouragement  of  mte 
to  enter  the  service^  they  shall  have  liberty,  at  the  time  of  thdr 
Iniktment,  to  laak^  choice  of  the  vegiment,  troop  or  oompany  in 
which  they  will  serve,  provided  sooh  regiment,  troop,  or  cooipany  fa 
not  full,  if  it  is,  they  may  chuse  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or 
company  which  is  not  full,  which  shall  be  entered  against  their 
names  and  returned  to  the  officers  appointed  to  receive  such  reoruits, 
who  shall,  at  the  timathey  an  sent  to  joio  tbdc  corps,  transmit  the 
same  to  the  general  or  oommandine  officer. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authorities  of 
each  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  convenient  places  of  rendeavons 
in  their  respeetive  States^  for  reeeiving  recruits  and  deserters ;  and 
that  the^  transasH  to  General  Washington  witti  as  nraeh  expedition 
as  possible,  the  names  of  eneli  pkoes  of  rendesvons,  in  order  that 
"proper  officers  may  be  sent  to  xeeeive  such  reervits  and  deserters. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  (Mieeled  to  eidev  all  eoa- 
Unental  officers  now  absent  firom  their  oorpc^  forthwith  to  join  them, 
eseepi  only  soch  as  the  general  shall  ttwak  necessary  to  noeiwo 
veeruitS)  and  mareh  them  to  the  army. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid*. 


TTSttSSTLVAXrUL  AHOHtVES  1777«  471 

BaaoLimoH  o?  CoiraiuBss  1777. 

Ib  GoDgT6My  July  81^  1777.  ' 

Besolved  tbat  the  militia  of  the  states  of  New  Jersey,  PennsjI- 
vania^  Delaware  and  Maryland  be  immediately  called  oat  to  repel 
any  invasion  of  the  enemy  In  the  said  states. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


State*  Boaei>  of  War  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office,  July  81  st,  1777.  ^ 
Sir, 

**  We  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  honble  Board  the  propriety  of 
confining  Mr.  York,  whom  we  have  sent  to  you  for  examinatioii, 
until  you  can  be  better  informed  of  his  inteutions — bis  former  con- 
duct and  Character  will  justify  at  this  critical  time  such  %  step, 
should  ho  even  have  come,  as  he  says  he  has,  with  a  view  of  throwing 
liimself  on  the  mercy  of  bis  Countrymen. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  SxceUeooy  niost  obd^  6erv<*. 
By  order  of  the  Board. 

BICHABD  BACHB,  Chairman. 

I>ireetedj 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.,  Bsqnire. 


Supreme  Exboutivb  Council  to  Congress  1777. 

To  John  Hancock,  Esq., 

la  Council,  PUkd*,  81>'  July,  1777. 

«r, 

The  approach  of  the  Enemy  and  the  necessity  of  making  every 
possible  exertion,  calls  for  larse  sums  of  money.  The  advances,  pay 
and  victualing  of  the  embodied  militia;  the  pay  of  Labourers  at 
Billingsport;  and  the  proper  expense  of  this  state  in  their  naval  and 
well  as  other  departmenla  Ims  been  very  great.    Council  would 


readily  apply  the  late  emiBSBion  of  Bills  of  Credit  made  by  this  state 
if  they  were  finished.  Bat  much  of  this  being  ordered  in  small  Bilb 
it  has  been  impossible  to  get  them  perfected  fast  enough  to  answer 
th^  present  etn#rgeney.  Thtf  Council,  therefore,  in  these  Cirenm- 
stances,  pray  Congress  to  consider  of  the  business  that  presses  on 
OouQcil,  and  to  order*  100,000  Dollars  to  be  furnished  for  public 
purposes.* 

Directed. 
To  the  h&ble  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  P.  C,  July  81;  1777. 


PfiBBiDJSNT  Wharton  to  Oolonxl  Wm.  Hbnkt,  1777. 

In  Council,  July  81, 1777. 
Sir, 

Aa  the  enemy  is  approaching  this  state  and  arms  are  wanting  jto 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  to  defend  it — ^it  becomes  absolutely 
necessary  that  those  who  have  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  shouHL 
be  disarmed,  and  their  arms  made  use  of  by  those  who  are  willing 
at  the  risque  of  their  lives  to  defend  their  liberties  and  property. 

I  therefore,  in  compliance  with  a  law  of  this  state,  request  yoa 
will  instantly  disarm  all  those  who  have  not  taken  the  oaths  afore- 
said. 

I  am  with  respeot,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant 

T.  W.,  Prs*. 

Directedf 
To  Col.  William  Henry,  July  31, 1777. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Magistrates,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  In  Council,  July  31-*,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

This  morning  I  have  received  eertain  intelligence  that  the  Ene« 
mies  Ships  to  the  number  of  two  Hundred  and  twenty  eight  Bail 
was  seen  within  a  few  leagues  of  the  Light  House  yesterday  about 
ten  of  the  Clock,  and  it  was  expected  they  will  get  into  the  Cape  in 
the  afternoon,  since  that  time  the  Wind  has  been  very  favourable  for 
them.    It  becomes  now  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  be  on  our 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  VoL  xi,  p.  266. 
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gtitfd  %hi  do  ftl!  we  oan  not  only  to  oppose  tlie  Enemy  litt  put  fl 
'0«l  #f  theit  powet  to  AstteM .  the  good  people  of  these  States,  1 
therefore  request  that  yon  will  immediately  order  Wsggom  out 
^f  year  County  to  repair  to  this  City  for  the  purpose  of  remoring 
Storesi  PfOfisioiis,  fte.,  Ae.,  ss  yon  value  the  interest^  happiness  anS 
peace  of  your  County  I  intreat  you  to  exert  yourselves  in  this  matter 
aq^*  f^NTward  them  as  fiiat  as  possible  without  waiting  for  any  par- 
ticular number  to  come  together. 

I  am  with  reqpeoi, 
Oent.| 

your  very  Hum.  Serv't, 
-  Ciieular  Iietter  to  the  Ma^trabes  for  Waggons. 


'  PrMIBENT  TThABTOK  to  the  COMjnTTBK  OF  PlWT,  ITTT* 

In  Council,  July  81, 1777. 
.  Gentlemen, 

Having  reoeived  certain  intelUganee  thai  the  eaemy  intend  to 
invade  this  State,  I  beg  Ifoave  to  remind  von  of  the  absolute  necessity 
tor  the  knmodiate  fcmoval  of  all  superauons  stores  that  are  in  the 
.  ri^^  The  very  great  advantage  that  will  accrue  to  the  enemy  should 
they  get  possession  of  them,  must  appear  so  obvious  te  you  thftt;! 
.MS  «onviniDed  I  need  not  urge  you  to  use  every  means  in  your  p0wer 
to  effect  the  porpoae  for  i^iiofa  you  were  appQinted'**-asBuriogyoaat 
♦hft  samo  time  that  you  shall  luwe  emery  assistance  thftt  is  in  the 
iflf  CauneUtoaffard. 

I  am;  ftc., 


'Directed^ 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Fifty. 


T.  v.,  Pteart. 


Pbbsibsnt  Whabton(?)  to  thb  Commiteb  fob  dbiying  off 
UATtUB,  to.,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  81-«  July,  1777, 
Gentlemen, 

By  eertaia  ft  porftive  aeoounts  just  mcefved,  I  find  that  the 

-Dnemy's  fleet;  or  the  greater  part  of  them  were  entering  Delawase 

Bay  yesterday  ssoming.    Tlie  Wind  has  been  since,  &  still  is,  very 

favowaMa  Uft  their  passage  vif.    Yon  must  be  sensilfle;  that  tile 
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^oajt  for  Tanoving  tlie  C&ttlq,  boreesy  &c^  appixMMQh^  -  Oimgm/i 
^a&  ezlttDded  the  bofliQeas  oommitted  to  yooy  to  Curts  k  WaggOBAj 
I  thei:efore  reoommieDd  to  jou  tiie  removal  of  \h09^  alao. 
,    It  ia  now  no  time  to  enter  into  fresh  oalU  upon  yoar  dilig^igM^  :t 
^tivitj.    In  dependence  on  jour  best  exertions,  I  remain^ 

Sirs, 

Your  most  obedient  serv'l. 
Directed, 
To  the  Committee  for  drhing  off  Gatdoi  ftc. 


Sup.  Exb.  Coukcil  to  LiEUTKi^rANTS  of  Chester  Co.,  ITYT. 

In  CwmciV  Philadelphia,  July  31, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  yrote  to  yon  on  the  28  instant  and  ordered  -^ —  olaas  of  l^fie 
Militia  of  your  County  to  be  immediately  marched  to  Chester. 
This  morning  I  ha;ire  certain  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  eight  sail  of  the  enemys  ships  at  our  Capes  yest^- 
day  morning,  they  were  then  standing  in  for  the  bay — this  renders 
it  absolutely  neoiBssaiy  that  every  exertion  be  used  to  have  the 
Militia  at  Chester  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  unnecessary  to  tnr^ 
'  any  other  motive  to  you  than  a  regard  to  the  salvation  of  our 
Countiy  to  induce  you  to  take  every  measure  for  thia  purpose  wbiob 
'is  in  your  power,  without  a  moments  delay. 

Yolonteers,  animated  by  the  love  of  liberty  and  their  Oomitry, 
'  *who  may  step  fdrward  on  this  great  and  importaait  oooasion  before  it 
may  be  their  turn  to  go  into  the  Field  in  the  class  to  whioh  diey 
belong,  and  thereby  render  the  most  important  servieemt  this  eriAieal 
time,  will  be  entitled  to  the  highest  esteem  and  respect  and  will 
most  certainly  meet  with  every  countenance  and  encouragement 
whioh  the  Council  can  give.  They  will  be  entitled  to  same  pay  AQd 
rations  with  the  Militia. 
JXrected, 

Lieut,  of  the  Counties  from  which  the  Militia  were  called  28  inst. 


John  Hunn  to  Pkesidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Cape  May,  July  31**,  5  o'clock  P.  M. 
Sir, 

At  Eight  this  Morning  the  fleet  stood  off  Skearing  E.  N.  E.  &  are 
•Now  out  of  Bight  and  have  Been  so  this  three  hoars,  this  Morfi- 
tng  I  was  with  many  others  of  opinion  they  were  Bound  up  tlie 
Bela«are,Bat  as  they  Oonld  hitve  &otin  this  Morning  aod  did  N^t 


I  am  Now  of  opinion  they  are  Making  a  faint,  "If  so  they  have  a 
fresh  of  wind  at  S.  S.  W.  which  Will  Carry  them  to  the  Eastward 
Veny  fast.  .This  it  the'tfth  £3^wees>  I  Cleave  tbem  hole  fleet 
was  in  sight  tho'  I  Co'ld  Count  only  one  hundred  &  Ninety  Sail,  I 
ahall  send  off  an  Express  if  the  fleet  appears^  if  Not  I  shall  Come  up 
'MySelf  m  a  few  Days.      ' 

Sir/Iremaiii 

With  Respect,  yours, 

JOHN  HTTNN. 

To  Thomas  WbAiien,  Jun*,  Plreaident,  €k)vcmer. 


John  Htrim  to  !pRESn>fflT  Wharton,  17T7. 

Gape  May,  A^gnat  1st,  5  P.  M. 

Sir,  •.  . 

I  rote  yon  yesterday  at  5  P.  M.,  that  it  appeared  that  the  Enemy 
.  were  making  a  faint,  but  in  one  hour  after  the  Express  set  off  they 
•  appotred  all  standing  iu,  one  hundred  and  six  sail  I  counted  at  10 
Last  Night  the  wind  came  out  at  W.  which  was  a  head  wind  as  they 
had  got  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  May,  but  at  twelve  to  day  the  wib,d 
oame  in  at  S.  and  there  has  been  a  fresh  brease  Ever  since,  and  no 
fleet  in  Sight  as  quick  as  they  are  in  Sight  I  shall  dispatch  an 
nother  Express. 

I  Remain  Yoar 

humble  Servant, 

JOHN  HUNN. 

To  Thomaa  Whaiton,  jun'  President  Governor,  Philadelphia. 
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MbmomaIj  prom  CmsBfKE  CoxmTf,  1Y77. 

To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton  Jan%  Eaqr»  Prasideiit  of  ibe 
ExeoQtive  ConncU  of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir, 

FOfsqaot  to  the  Request  of  the  Honh**  Council  of  the  Ninth  of 
July  last  past,  We  the  Subscribers,  Justices  of  the  Peace  fop  the 
County  of  Chester,  have  this  day  met  in  Order  to  Nominate  Proiftlr 
Persons  to  take  an  Acoouoi  of  all  the  WheaVFJoiur^  Qr^i^  and 
Other  Stores  in  the  County  of  Chester,  within  Twenty  Miles  Dis- 
tance Westw''  of  the  River  Delaware,  and  have,  after  due  conside- 
ration. Returned  the  Following  Gentlemen,  yis.->-John  Wilson, 
Isaac  Taylor,  (Pennsbury,)  George  flurrey,  Charles  Dilworth,  Tho- 
mas McCall,  tfoshua  Evans,  James  Ewing  and  James  Lindsey,  And 
for  the  Purpose  of  Billetting,  and  Providing  for  the  Poor  that  may 
be  Removed  out  of  the  C%  of  Philadelphia,  the  foltowiMgBntlemeii, 
Via. — Benjamin  Bartholomew  (of  East  W.hiteland,)  I)avid  John 
(C)i>rles-towi|,)  David  Thomas  (Vincent,)  Michael  Hallman  (Pike* 
land,)  P^ter  Crumbacker  (Coventry)  William  James  (East-Nsnt- 
mell,)  John  Brown  (West-Nantmell,)  Thomas  Evans  (UwchlanO 
,  George  Thomas  (West  Whiteland,)  James  Thompson  (Eku»t-Caln,) 
John  Fleming,  (West-Calo,)  Joseph  Parker  (Sadsbttry,)  Thomas 
Heslip  &  Samuel  Futbey  (for  East  k  West  I^Uowfield,)  Wifliani 
Wilson  (Oxford,)  William  Poke  (West  Nottingham,)  &  BsvM 
Whirry  (East  Nottingham,)  Whom  we  Esteem  to  be  men  of  Fid^fy 
and  Worthy  of  the  Trust  to  be  Reposed  iu  them. 
We  are  Sir, 

With  due  Respect, 

Y'  Hmtib'  Sep?* 

ISAAC  DAVIS, 
JAMES  MOORE, 
DAN.  GRIFFITH, 
PHILIP  SCOTT, 
BO*  SMITH, 
Aug*  1-*,  1777. 
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m 


rdmiSD  TO  Sjbasch  vok  asd  takk  Account  or  Floub, 
.  4o.,  .1777. 

1 

To  Hii  fixfellevey  th«  PMidflAt  rf  «be  Supreme  Ezeoatiye  Goonoil 
of  the  State  of  PennsyWaniA. 

The  Jteturn  of  the  Magistrateer  of  Fhilad*  County  of  the  names  of 
Persons  proper  to  be  appointed  to  search  for  k  take  Ace*  of  Floor;  &o. 


Willkn  Dewaes, 

Fhiaen  Robefta, 

WillkiD  ToUbeft, 

Jttoob  Wynkoop; 

Joha  Teang, 

John  Ingliiy 
Lover  Merion,  Upper 
Meriotti  Blooklej  k 
Kingseasiog. 

Oeor^  Nioe, 

Peter  Smith, 

Geoi^  Leib; 

Henry  NegUoi 

Jacob  Weaver, 
Northera  LibMrtiea. 

Bodolph  Neff; 

John  Miller, 

Johfli  Helmesi 

Samnel  Potto, 

Marahall  Edwards, 
Oxford,  Lower  Xhib> 
tin  &  Byberry. 

Bamiiel  MecUen, 

JaeobHaU, 

Ffederiok  Mebl, 

Charles  Eogle, 

Wiitert  Milkri 

Abraham  Rex, 

Peter  Hinokell, 

Joseph  McClean, 

Kittbaii  Leteriag, 
Oermantown,  White- 
Marsh,  Rozborongh, 
Spring^eld. 


Mafiheiw  Ingraitiy 
Rudolph  Peky, 
Kathaniel  Thomas, 
Thomas  Wilaon, 
BriatoL 

Saninol  Leeoh^ 
Ptoter  Rush, 
John  Coliam, 

Ohehenham  & 

Abington. 

Jamea  Stroud, 
Conrad  Callingeri 
Andrew  Crawford, 

Plymouth  k  Norria- 
town. 

John  Mann, 

BaTtd  Marple, 

John  Wyakoopi 

Isaao  Loogstretohi 

MairtiD  Swenk, 

SamuolDonlap, 
Upper  IhibliD,  More- 
land,  Horsham, 
Gwynned  k  Mont- 
gomery. 


Read  In  C^^i^pU,  Aoguat  1. 1777. 


Ordered  to  lye  on  the  Table. 
T.  M.,  Seoy. 


^Oopt.)   WiRKAwi  TO  Arrest  CURTAuf  Psrbo1»8,  1T7T.  ^ 

(  To  Owen  Biddle,  Joseph  Dean,  Bichaid 
(     S«cii6,  and  Jobn  Shee,  Bsqpuiea* 


PenDsykania  as. 

^  Whereas  great  iDconTeniexic^aiid  miecbief  maj  happoQ.bj  the  g^wg 
at  large  divers  persons  who  were  officers  o£  the  King  of  Great  britaia^ 
and  of  the  Proprietors  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  highly  expedient  in 
the  present  situation  of  a&irs,  when  the  Enemy  threatto mi  intasion 
of  this  state  with  a  powerful  army  &  fleet,  thai  mb  penoDs  be  se- 
cured. These  are  therefore,  hi  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Oongress, 
dated  yesterday,^  to  authorise  and  require  joa  to  impriMi  i 
remove  to  such  places  as  you  shall  see  fit,  the  persons  whose  names 
are  mentioned  and  contained  in  the  list  hereunto  subjoiaed,  ahd  to 
confine  or  enlarge  upon  parole  such  of  them  as  yov  may,  froto  their 
Characters  &  Behaviour,  see  proper  to  detain  or  dismiss.  And  the 
names  of  said  persons  are  as  followeth,  that  is  to  say  : 

Hon.  John  Penn,  late  Qovernor  of  the  province  of  PemisylTania^ 
James  Hamilton,.  Benjamin  Chew,  John  Lawrence,  James  Tilgh- 
inan,f  Jared  Ingersol,!  Edward  Shippen,  jun^,  Joseph  Shippen,  jun% 
&  James  Allen,  Esquires,  William  Hamilton,  James  Humphries, 
WiUiam  Emly,  Phineas  Bond,  Joseph  Stanbury,  Stephen  Sewe]| 
William  Smith,  Charles  Eddy,  Charles  Jarvis,  WilHam  D.  Smith, 
Alexander  Stidman,  Charles  Stidman,  Elija  Brown,  James  Hum- 

Shreys,  jun',    Richard   Vauz,  Caleb   Emlen,    Richard   Fooim&n, 
Lichard  Wister,  John  Drinker,  Henery  Drinker,  Richard  Wells. 
Thomas  Coombe,  Thomas  Assbeton,  Gurney,  soii-in4a1r  of 

J.  |lo8s,  Esq.,  Lenox,  John  Sullivan,  Papley. 

And  you  i^re  hereby  further  im powered  to  imprison,  remote,  con- 
finci  and  enlarge  on  theire  Parole  as  you  see  fit^  all  and  persona 
whatsoever  whom  you  may  know  or  suspect  to  be  disaffeeted  to,  ft 
inimically  disposed  against  the  United  free  States  of  North  America 
.  oragainsirthis  Commonwealth.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  to  you, 
or  $ny  two  of  you,  n  sufficient  warrant  and  authority.,  Given  under 
my  band  &  seal,  this  fij^t  day  of  August,  one  thoonnd  aevea 
hundred  and  seven ty-aeven« 

Indorsed, 

'<  Warrant  to  Gent*  of  the  Board  of  War  £or  anreatiog  ^oem 
under  the  late  Government.'^ 

•  See  page  469.    Also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  264,  267. 

T  See  his  letters,  Aug.  8. 

t  Also  of  Council,  same  date  In  Archives. 


(Cow).    Wamjujt  to  Aebbst  Su^piciotr*  Pbrsons,  1777.; 

In  Goancil;  Philadelphia;  August  1^  1777. 
To  A.,  B.,  C,  D.,  E.,  F.,  &c. 
PeBDSjlvania  as. 

Whereaa  in  &  bj  aa  Act  of-  AaeemUj^  intituled  ''An  Aot  M\g^^ 
ing  ttie  male  white  Inhabitanii  pt  thia  State  to  give  assurances  of 
''Allegiance  to  the  same;  &  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/' 
passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  last,  it  is  declared  that  "  there 
'<  is  danger  of  haying  the  seeds  of  discord  &  disaffection  greatly 
"  spread  bj  persons,  whose  political  principles  are  not  known,  roi 
*^  moving  from  one  state  to  another ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  this 
**  state  is  already  become  (and  likely  to  be  more  so)  an  Asylom  for 
^  refugees  flying  from  the  just  resentment  of  their  Fellow  Citizens 
^'in  other  states :''  And  whereas  it  is  thereupon  enacted  &  provided! 
*^  that  every  person  above  the  age  of^eightcen  years,  who  shall  travel 
"out  of  the  Cotinty  or  City  in. which  he  usually  resides^  without  a 
*•  Oertillcate  of  such  persons  having  taken  the  '  oath  or  affirmation 
** '  of  Allegiance'  aforesaid,  may  be  suspected  of  being  a  spy,  &  to 
*  hold  principles  inimical  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  taken 
**  before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  nearest  to  the  place  where 
**  be  shall  be  apprehended,  who  shall  tender  to  him  the  said  oath  or 
"  affirmation ;  and  upon  his  refusal  to  take  &  subscribe  the  said  oath 
^  or  ttffirmatiom,  the  said  Justice  shall  commit  him  to  the  commoif 
'<  Qoal  of  the  City  or  County,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  tnain- 
**  prize,  nntill  he  shall  take  &  subscribe  said  oath  or  affirmation,  or 
"  produce  a  Certificate  that  he  hath  already  done  so ;  and  all  persons 
^  WNttiDg  from  any  of  the  other  United  States  into  this  state,  are 
"  hereby  required  to  apply  to  one  of  the  nearest  Justices  after  be 
"  enters  this  state,  &  take  &  subscribe  the  said  oath  or  affirmation, 
'f  upon  the  penalty  of  being  dealt  with  as  in  the  case  of  persona 
"  travelling  or  removing  out  of  the  City  or  County  in  which  they 
"  usually  .reside,  unless  he  can  produce  a  Certifioate  that  ho  hath 
'^  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  like  nature  in  the  state  from  ' 
"  whence  he  came,  exoept  Delegates  in  Congress,  prisoners  of  war, 
"  the  Continental  Army,  and  foreign  Merchants  and  Mariners  }*\ 
and  whereas  the  time  limited  by  said  Aot  for  persons  to  take  said 
oath  or  affirmation  is  expired,  &  yet  many  persons  whose  political 
principlea  are  known  or  justly  suspected  to  be  inimioal,  &  great, 
numbers  wholly  unknown  do,  notwithstanding,  enter  this  state  an4 
^avel  thro'  or  continue  therein  without  prodnciog  the  Certificate 
aforesaid,  or  giving  any  good  aeoount  of  themselves,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  common  cause,  these  are  therefore  to  authorize  and 
itiable  yoo,  A.,  B.,  C,  D.,  B.,  F.,  or  any  of  you  to  apprehend  the 
persons,  in  the  said  Act  of  Assembly  described,  offending  in  the 
premises,  and  them  to  take  before  the  nearest  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


in  order  that  thej  may  be  dealt  with  acoording  to  the .  ^ii'^tion  pf 
the  salid  Mt.  And  all  Shet^8>  Corone/s,  and  other  pdaoe  bffidevS' 
are  hereby  commanded  &  required  to  be  aiding  in  the  ezecotioa 
hereof.^'  - 


AvnoBtrt  to  Call  in  aid  in  AsRESTtNa  Obotain  Pbb- 
soNS,  1777. 

In  ootincily 

Philadelphia,  Angnst  2nd,  1777- 
Penngylvstiia  L.S. 

Whereas  a  warrant  hath  been  issued  by  this  Connoil,  bearing  date 
yesterday ,f  authoriaing  you,  or  any  two  of  you  to  imprison,  &c.^ 
divers  persons  therein  named,  or  described;  and  whereas  assist* 
aDC3  may  be  neces3ary  form  the  peace  officers,  or  form  the  Militia^ 
[tn  tike  execution  of  the  said  warrant].  These  are  therefore  to 
authorize  and  im power  you  to  call  to  your  aid  and  aesistaooe  seek 
and  so  many  of  toe  peace  officers  and  of  the  Militia  of  this  state  «a 
you  may  find  necessary  in  the  execution  of  the  said  warrant.  And 
all  officers,  civil  and  military  belonging  to  this  state  are  hereby, 
enjoined  and  required  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  you  in  the  ex&» 
cution  of  the  said  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  this  second  day  of  August,  A.  B^ 
1777. 

T.W. 
J)%rected^ 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Joseph  Sean,  Richard  Baohe,  David  Bittenbeose 
A  Joha  Shoe,  Esquires. 


P&mDBMV  Whamoh  to  Ool.  Galbbaith,  1777. 

Pbiladelpfaia,  2«  August,  1777. 
Sir, 

T  wrote  to  you  on  the  28*^  ft  81*  of  Julr,  ordering  out  a  Class  of 
the  Militia  of  your  County.  You  then  had  the  state  of  Intelligence 
conoernmg  the  Enemy's  approach.  Our  latest  accounts  are,  That  their 
ieet  of  two  hundred  sail,  after  hovering  off  fhe  Capes  with  a  fair  wind 
for  two  days,  had  on  Thurdsay  forenoon,  with  a  southerly  wind,  sailed 
away  to  the  East  North  East,  &  had  for  some  hours  hefote  the  accounts 

*  This  paper,  like  hmsI  of  those  from  the  Goanoll,  is  a  rou^  4w$nffit^ 
From  tb«  indorsemeDt  it  would  appear  tlui  was  *'  not  udoptetL"  JJt,  howeveri 
showa  the  views  and  foflings  of  the  times. 

f  See  page,  478. 
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were  ^tec^  been  beyond  the  reach  of  the  S je.  Tbie  is  a  iiiYOtvable 
ciroomstance  for  this  statei  though  Oen^  W.,  with  a  coDsiderable 
force  is  at  German  Town ;  for  the  mischiefs  of  actual  war  are  very 
aevere  k  grievous.  But  as  a  retreat  out  of  sight  maj  be  only  a  new 
wik  of  Gen'  Howe,  the  Gen^  relaxes  nothing  till  he  find  him  else- 
where.   We  therefore  can  make  no  alteration  of  our  instructions. 

The  chief  use  of  the  present  is  to  desire  you  to  provide  a  Gaard  of 
2  LieutenanttSi  8  Serg**,  8  Cot*  &  40  privates  of  Militia  to  convey 
about  40  Prisoners  of  War,  &  20  Tories  to  Frederick,  in  Frederick 
Co.,  in  Maryland.  It  is  thought  necessary  to  remove  them  from  the 
City.  We  send  an  equal  guard  from  hence,  &  hope  you  will  be 
ready  to  relieve  them  at  Anderson's  Ferry.  From  the  mention  of 
their  departure  from  this  City  to  morrow  morning,  you  will  be  able 
to  calculate  ,their  arrival  at  Susquehanna.  As  Council  wish  not  to 
put  too  heavy  burdens  on  Militia,  they  hope  this  relief  may  be  had. 

I  am 

P.  S.  We  have  sent  £3000  in  Cash  by  Mr.  Mic  Bowyer.    More 
lie  for  an  opportunity. 
JOirecfedf 

To  Col.  Galbraith. 


John  Mokris,  Jiu,  to  Pbbsidknt  Whartok,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  Honor  done  by  your  Excellency 
&  the  Council  in  supposing  that  I  would  use  every  Exertion  for 
the  Establishment  of  Government.  I  would  ycster  Evin'g  when 
with  M'  Vice-President  have  offered  my  service,  had  it  been  at  that 
Time  known  that  the  Enemy  had  retired  :  and  I  now  assure  your 
Excellency  that  I  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  Government — and  will  to  morrow  set  off  for  Lancaster  & 
Beading.  In  Case  of  any  new  attempt  which  may  threaten  the  City 
in  my  absence,  I  must  beg  Leave  to  Becommend  M'*  Morris  &  my 
Family  to  their  Protection. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  most  Obed'  &  very 

hbU.  Serv«, 

JOHN  M0BRI8  Jr.* 
Philadelphia,  Aag»  2, 1777. 
Directed, 
To  His  Exedk,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Present. 

*  He  was  appointed  Attorney  of  the  Commonwealth  to  attend  the  Courts 
of  Qaarter  Sessions  at  Lancaster  k  Beading.  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI, 
p.  268. 

Vol.  v.— 21  •       . 
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John  Morris,  Jr.,  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1777. 

D'  Sir, 

I  send  you  one  sett  of  the  Minntes  compleat  from  the  26*»»  Febry. ; 
— ^the  other  unstitched  wants  a  sheet,  which  I  believe  I  can  sn^ly 
at  the  State  House,  next  time  I  come  there. 
Y'  hble.  Berv*. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 

Directed  f 

Tim'y  Matlack,  Esq'. 
Aug*  2-,  1777. 


General  Washington  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  August  4*^  1777. 
Sir, 

The  great  expense  and  loss  of  time  that  has  attended  the  recruiting 
service  in  most  of  the  States  and  the  little  advantage  derived  from 
it  has  induced  Congress  to  recommend  the  Executive  powers  of 
each  to  adopt  certain  New  Regulations  for  promoting  this  important 
and  essential  business  and  for  taking  it  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Army.  The  Resolve  on  this  Subject  and  the 
regulations  recommended,  passed  on  the  31ult.,  and  will  I  presume, 
be  transmitted  you  by  the  president. 

I  will  not  urge  the  expediency  of  carrying  this  proceeding  into 
immediate  execution.  I  shall  only  observe,  the  necessity  is  obvious 
and  that  it  demands  our  most  active  attention.  The  principal  cause 
of  my  troubling  you  at  this  time  is  to  request  that  after  the  persons 
recommended  are  appointed  in  your*  State,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
transmit  me  their  names,  their  places  of  residence,  and  those  designed 
for  the  Rendezvous  of  recruits  and  Deserters.  As  soon  as  advised 
upon  those  Subjects  I  shall  recall  all  the  Officers  who  are  recruiting 
and  order  them  forthwith  to  join  their  respective  Corps.  Before  I 
conclude  I  would  bee  leave  to  mention  that  the  success  of  this  inter- 
esting business  in  all  its  parts,  will  depend  much  upon  a  judicious 
choice  of  those  who  are  to  be  employed  in  it;  and  that  I  think  the 
districts  should  not  be  too  large  &  extensive. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  gr^t  Resp^ 

Sir,  T'  Most  Obed«  Serv', 

<3*.  WASHINGTON. 

Directed^ 

(On  public  service.)  To  His  Excellency  Tho».  Wharton,  Esq**, 
president  of  the  state  of  Pensylvania. 
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Military  Arrangement  of  Rank,  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  the  Four  Captains  first  appointed  19 
the  ninth  Pens*  Regim',  beg  leave  to  Certify  to  your  Excellency  & 
the  Supreme  Council  that  we  ourselves  settled  the  Rank  we  thought 
we  were  intitled  to  (with  respect  to  each  other)  which  was  approved 
&  confirmed  by  the  Council  of  Safety  in  their  arrangement  of  the 
Regim*,  as  will  appear  by  the  Dates  of  our  appointments  &  by  the 
arrangement  first  made.  We  therefore  petition  the  Hon^*%  the 
Supreme  Council,  That  the  same  arrangement  may  stand  as  first 
made  &  assented  to,  and  not  give  place  to  any  new  pretensions  of 
Officers  of  Junior  Appointment  on  pretence  of  having  Militia,  Flying 
Camp,  or  antedated  Commissions. 

We  are  your  Exoellenoies  most  obedient 

Humble  servants, 

(l-t;  JOSEPH  ERWIN,  Cap*. 

(2-)  JOSEPH  M'CLELLAN,  Cap*. 

(3-)  THOS.  B.  BOWEN,  Cap*. 

(4*0  JOHN  DAVIS,  Cap*. 

Gamp  near  Germantown,  4*^  August,  1777. 

The  Datea  of  our  former  Commissions,  and  Rank  in  the  Regular 
service  of  the  State  of  Pens*.    • 

Joseph   Erwin,  Captain,     .  •  April  6*^  1776. 

Joseph  M'Clellan,  ditto,      .  .  July,  15%  1776. 

Tho-.  B.  Bowen,  eldest  Lieut*  itt  3  Batf,    .  April  6*S  1776. 

John  Davis,  Lieut*,  .  .  .  April  6*S  1776- 

Resolved,  That  no  officer  already  appointed  or  to  be  hereafter 
appointed  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  Take  Rank  By 
virtue  of  a  Commission  antedated,  But  rank  shall  be  Determined  by 
the  time  of  appointment,  unless  Otherwise  directed  by  special  Reso- 
lution of  Congress. 

In  Congress,  April  !•*,  1777. 

A  Copy. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  The*.  Wharton,  jun'.  Esq',  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 
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'Waxslant  to  Arrest  Certain  Persons,  1777. 

In  GoQDcil, 

Philadflphift,  Aagiut  4, 1777. 

In  conform  itj  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  and  for  the  public  safety, 
We  authorize  yoa  or  any  of  you,  with  necessary  assistants,  to  im- 
prison the  udder  mentioned  persons,  and  to  dispose  of  them  aa  set 
forth  opposite  to  their  names  hereto  subjoined — until  further  order 
from  this  Council,  that  is  to  say,  Jared  Ingersol,  Esquire,  late  judge 
of  the  Admiralty ,,to  be  sent  on  his  parole  to  Winchester  in  Virginia, 
there  to  confine  himself  within  six  miles  of  that  town,,  or,  at  his 
option,  to  be  sent  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  under  ILke  restric- 
tions.* James  Tilghraan,  Esquire,  l«te  of  the  council,  &c.,  to  be 
held  on  parole  at  any  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Delaware, 
and  within  six  miles  of  the  same.f  Cap^ — Gurney,  (son  in  law  to  the 
late  J'*  Ross,  Esq.,)  restricted  to  his  house  in  the  4$ity  on  parole. 
Doctor  Drummond,  late  Custom  bouse  o£Bcer,  on  like  terms  as  Cap*. 
Gurney,  John  Smith,«-«Welah  &— Bartlett,  late  Custom  house  officers, 
to  be  committed  to  the  state  prison.  >J' — Sullivan,  druggist,  an 
officer  on  half  pay  in  the  British  service,  to  be  4ield  on  his  parole  at 
bis  dwelling  in  this  city.  James  Humphreys  the  elder,  late  clerk 
of  the  orphan's  court,  to  be  held  on  his  parole  at  his  dwelling  in  this 
city,  or  at  any  other  place  on  the  west  side  of  delaware,  and  within 
six  miles  of  the  same. 
Directed, 

To  CoU.  Irvine,  Cap«.  Peale,  J*.  Purvianoe,  TLohmui  Bradford, 
Coll.  Clymer  &  Robert  Smith. 
Indorsement. 
•    Copy  of  Warrant  to  Coll.  Irwine  &  others — 1777,  August  4th. 


Warrant  to  Arrbst  Certain  Pbrbons,  1777. 

In  Council^ 

Philadelphia,  Augoet  4, 1777. 
In  conformity  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  &  for  the  public  safety, 
we  hereby  authorize  you  or  any  of  you,  with  necessary  assistants,  to 
imprison  John  Penn,  Esquire,  late  Governor,  &q^.,&  to  remove  him 
to  such  place,  as  you  shall  see  fit,*  and  to  confine  &  enlarge  him 
upon  parole  or  otherwise,  as  we  may  further  order.  At  present 
Bent  we  instruct  you  to  allow  M'.  Penn  to  remain  on  his  parole  at 
bouse  in  confining  himself  to  the  distance  of  six  mtlea 

from  thence,  on  the  western  side  of  Schuylkill.^ 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  291.    Letters  of  Council  to  him,  Aoff.  8, 
p.  608.  >      -e     » 

t  Colon.  R«c.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  286,  and  this  Vol.  608. 

t  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  264,  and  page  490  of  this  Vol. 
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James  LoueHSAD  lo  CqIi.  Matlack,  1777. 

Philad*.  4  Aug*.  1777. 
ColK  Matlack, 
Sir, 

The  service  Beqnire^  of  the  first  and  seoond  Glass  of  the  Citey  & 
Lihcrtey  Malitia,  ezpiers  the  25  Ids*.,  The  qoartermasters  have  noti- 
fiyd  me  to  have  my  Acc^  of  Retaind  RatioDS,  prepair'd  against  that 
time.  At  present  I  labour  nnder  the  disadvantage  of  not  Inowiog 
my  Rank  or  Rations.  As  I  have  not  as  yet  Rec^  any  Ooi»'a  Wsuld 
Just  observe  The  duty  I  have  to  perform  is  Double  to  that  of  a 
Paymaster  to  a  single  Batt*.  and  consequently  Deserving  of  more 
pay  &c.  This  shall  submitt  to  His  Exoelencey  &  the  Honourable 
oounoil,  To  whom  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Their  &  y-  Obd^  Ham*. 
Ser* 

JAMES  LODGHEAD.  . 

N.  B.-^Please  communicate  the  above  contents  to  His  ezcelencey 
&  the  Honourable  council. 

Directed. 
To  Coll*.  Timothey  Matlack,  Esq^    Present. 


Lt.  Col,  Bkokibb  to  thu  Boahd  ojt  War,  1777. 

Camp  near  Germantown,  Aug*.  4*%  1777. 
Gentlemen^ 

The  present  state  of  the  Sixth  Penn^  Reg^.  is  not  b»  good  as  I 
flattered  myself  a  few  months  agone  It  would  by  this  time  have  beet. 
Two  of  my  Captains,  Loehry  £  Broadhead,  having  a  CoAsideraUe 
sum  of  money  advanced  to  tbem  for  the  recruiting  service,  And 
been  a  Considerable  time  absent  from  the  Beg^,  have  now  joyaed  it, 
Cap^  Broadhead  with  Four  recruits,  &  Cap^.  Loohry'*'  with  not  oo^, 
some  Time  in  the  Month  of  June  I  rac'  a  letter  from  Cap*.  Locbiy 
requesting  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  the  Board  &  other  ezpensea  of 
IPorty  recruits,  which  he  Had  (as  he  inform*  me)  ei4i^d,  &  woa* 
Immediately  March  them  down,  accordingly  I  remitted  him  SOO 
dollars,  which  I  Imagine  he  can  render  but  very  poor  aoooutt  of,  he 
Informs  me  Gen^  Hand  On  bis  way  to  Fort  Pitt,  fore'  his  recruits  to 
joyn  him,  but  has  not  a  scrawl  to  produce  from  Gen^  Hand  to  prov« 
ity  I  am  seoaible  the  Hon^**  Board  has  been  Impos'  on  by  hm  4& 
several  others. — ^There  are  2  first  liieu^.  Thomas  Gibson  &  Stephen 
Hanna,  And  4  Ensigns,  Peter  Bingham,  Cha*.  Gillispie,  Jn*. 
M*"  Kenny  &  Jonathan  Shaw,  who  have  not  Joyn'  the  Eeg*.  apr  osfd 
I  give  any  aoooant  of  tbem,  &  as  the  Beg^  may  suffer  lor  waAt  of 

♦  See  Letter  ot  Ocnmoti  to  Col.  hochtj,  p.  488. 
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Officers,  I  woul*  beg  leave  to  Recommend  To  the  Hon*'*  Board  the 
three  following  Gentlemen  for  Ensigns,  John  Markland,  Philip 
Snider  &  John  Foster,  whose  good  behavoar  in  the  service  deserves 
promotion,  particularlj  M^  Markland  in  the  Affair  of  the  26*^  June. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Oentlemen, 

Your  Ob*.  Hnm*»«  Ser^, 
HENRY  BECKER,  Lieu*.  Coll.  6'^  P.  R. 

Dirtdedf 
ToHon»»«BoftrdofWar. 


Col.  Bartkbm  Galbrajth  to  Pbesidknt  Wharton^  ITTT. 

Lancaster  Aagust  5th,  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Ezcellencyi 

Sir,  Your  letters  of  the  28th  &  31st,  ultimo,  came  to  my  hand?  on 
Saturday  afternoon  last,  that  that  of  the  31st  seemed  to  call  for  all 
such  who  would  as  Volunteers  turn  out  in  the  service  of  their  country 
at  this  critical  juncture,  by  Sunday  eavning,  I  had  express's  despatched 
to  the  several  Colonels  of  Battalions  already  fbrmed  within  this 
ConAty,*QaUing  on  them  for  three  class's  of  each  Company  in  their 
Battalions  to  march  as  quick  as  possible  to  Chester,  &  should  there 
not  be  occasion  for  the  whole  would  be  glad  of  a  line  by  the  post, 
as  it  would  ^depopulate  such  parts  of  the  County  as  have  already 
*  formed,  much  I  am  at  a  loss  in  some  parts  of  the  County  for  want 
of  a  proper  assistanee,  thro'  my  sub- Lieutenants,  want  of  activity  & 
vesolntion,  k  am  unhappy  to  find  them  appointed  whose  resolution 
is  wanting,  thro'  the  obstinacy  of  the  Inhabitants.  I  have  already 
in  Lebanon  requested  the  Assistance  of  Col.^Cnrtis  Grubb,  a  man  of 
integrity,  who  I'm  in  hopes  will  be  of  Infinite  Service,  in  the  part  of 
the  County  he  lives  in.  Mr.  Peart  who  is  appointed  there  I  believe 
is  a  very  honest  good  man  &  wishes  his  oountr/s  suooess,  but  at  the 
same  time  says  he  cannot  with  freedom  take  the  oath  of  Allegiance 
to  the  State,  who's  example  is  against  furthering  our  measures  in  his 
neighborhood,  he  talks  of  his  resignation  which  I  wish  might  be  soon 
as  the  law  appoints  no  more  than  five  to  my  assistance  in  the  County, 
tw  he's  a  German  ft  a  man  of  considerable  influence,  would  be  glad, 
'hew  smooth  those  things  might  be  Carried  on.  Pm  at  considerable 
loss  also  hi  the  Borough  for  want  of  a  suitable  person  &  hope  that  I 
maybe  enabled  without  blame,  to  take  such  measures  in  our  present 
sitoation  as  may  seem  most  effectual  for  the  Publick  good.  Three 
Battalions  in  tlus  County  are  not  yet  formed  for  want  of  thereturnsi 
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•I  have  b^nd  oyer  several  of  the  Gonstablea  to  Court,  atfd  att  going 
rather  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Law,  which  is  AdTertising  ElectioiiB 
•  of  Field  Offioers  withoat  those  retums,  and  perhaps  thro'  the  Infla- 
ance  of  those  elected,  may  obtain  them.  A  goard  shall  be  in  readir 
iiess  to  receive  the  Prisoners  of  War  &  Tories  at  Andersons  ferry  oa 
their  arrival, 

I  have  the  honoar 

to  rest  your  Ezcellencis  most 

Obed«  Humble  Serv« 
I BARTREM  GALBRAITH,  Lieut 
(  for  Lancaster .  County. 

Directed^ 

On  Pttblic  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq.,  Pres*  for  the  State  of 
I%nnsylvania  Philadelphia. 


Lkwis  Qronow  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1777. 

Chester  County  August  5th^  1777. 
Sir, 

In  the  orders  of  Council  of  the  28th  of  July,  they  Express  great 
dissatisfaetion  with  the  mode  of  hiring  substitutes,  As  the  advance 
of  such  large  premiums,  for  two  months  Service  is  unreasonable  and 
absurd.  The  Lieutenants  of  Philadelphia  County  was  much  earlier 
Jn  procuring  substitutes  than  those  of  Chester,  and  as  I  am  informed 
they  gave  twenty  five  pounds  to  several  that  was  employed  the  news 
of  which  soon  reached  our  County,  we  were  obliged  to  give  nearly  the 
same,  and  we  cannot  prevent  persons  from  going  to  where  they  can 
set  the  highest  price,  that  are  not  of  the  Classes  under  Marching 
Orders,  We  shall  be  obliged  to  give  as  high  a  price  as  is  given  in  the 
neighboring  County's.  I  have  caused  notice  to  be  given  to  those  of 
the  second  Class  in  the  district  allotted  to  me,  and  find  that  very  few 
will  turn  out — &  Likewise,  have  rode  about  in  order  to  hire  substi- 
tutes, which  I  have  little  prospect  of  getting,  altho  I  have  ventured 
to  ofier  Sixty  Dollars,  they  all  insist  on  having  as  much  as  was  given 
in  the  first  Class,  or  they  will  not  engage.  Several  have  told  mo 
that  for  twenty  five  pounds  they  would  go,  k  for  no  less.  I  am  of 
oppinion  with  the  Council  that  the  premiums  given  are  tio  high,  but 
as  the  precedent  is  set,  we  must  either  give  as  much  as  has  been 
given  or  do  without  men.  I  can  see  no  iniquity  in  giving  as  much 
at  this  time  as  heretofore,  altho  Harvest  is  over,  when  men  are  so  lost 
to  all  sense  of  their  duty,  by  not  turning  out  themselves  nor  finding 
a  person  in  their  stead.    I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  oppinion  of 
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GotiQoili  whether  the  twenty  fiye  ponnda  shall  be  given  <»r  not.  If 
it  is  to  be  given  we  shaU  want  a  oonsiderable  sum  of  money.  We 
have  advanced  npwaTds  of  three  thoueand  Dollars  to  the  pay-master 
of  the  Militia,  wnioh  we  sinoe  understand  Ought  to  be  done  by  the 
Oontinent  if  that  ooald  be  had  at  this  tuney  it  would  be  of  use,  Yoa 
will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  the  oppinion  of  Gounoil  aboat 
the  premium  to  be  given,  either  by  a  line  or  informing  the  bearer. 
I  am  Sir  your 

most  Obed*  hum.  Serv* 

LEWIS  QRONOW. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Fav'dby     ) 
Maj'Bratou.  J 


Ex.  Council  to  Lt.  Col.  AftcHiBALB  Lochrbt,  1777. 

In  Council^  Philadelphia  5th  August^  1777. 
Sir, 

Council  have  understood  that  you  have  been  called  on  by  General 
Hand*  for  detachments  &  parties  of  the  Militia  of  Westmoreland  to 
defend  the  frontier;  that  you  have  granted  them  from  time  to  time, 
but  were  desirous  to  be  instructed  on  this  subject,  for  your  moce 
asured  proceeding  in  such  cases. 

There  is  every  reason,  that  the  Continental  officers  on  your  side  of 
State,  be  supported  by  you.  We  enjoin  you  to  give  them  all  such 
aid  as  may  be  in  your  power.  It  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  they 
will  be  unreasonable ;  but  if  you  find  that  any  requisition  is  burden* 
some  to  the  people  you  should  prudently  remonstrate  to  the  officer 
&  set  forth  the  inconveniencies. 

The  enemy's  fleet  have  shown  themsdves  on  the  Coast  &  without 
Delaware  Bay  many  times,  on  Thursday  Evening,  the  last  of  these 
appearances  was  made.  They  had  not  been  seen  again  when  the  last 
messenger  left  Lewes,  w^  was  Saturday  the  2d  Inst,  at  10  forenoon. 
We  have  a  considerable  Army  at  German  Town  under  Gen.  Wash* 
ingtoQ  waiting  for  them.  Fifteen  hundred  Militia  are  embodied, 
more  are  drawing  from  the  Counties.  Your  distance  and  former 
Services  induces  Council  to  spare  you.  We  hope  the  Care  of  the 
West-frontier  will  not  distress  you. 

lam,  Ac 
Directedy 

To  Col.  Atoh*  Lochrey  Lieu*  of  Westmoreland  Comity. 

*  Set  page  46& 
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ExBCUTiVB  Council  to  P.  Hopkinson  and  others,  1777. 

Philada.  August  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  muliiplicitj  of  Basinessi  wbioh  has  for  several  dajs  engaged 
GouDcil,  pat  it  out  of  their  power  to  give  an  answer  to  the  applica- 
tion made  by  joar  Board  for  liberty  to  take  suob  vessels  or  Materials 
MM  nay  be  Iruited  by  you  for  the  Pabliok  Servioo — ^the  samo  to  h9 
valued  by  impartial  J  ud^es,  &  the  owners  paid  accordingly — should 
they  demand  a  price  which  you  may  Judge  unreasonable — ^tbis  is  4 
stretch  of  power  which  the  Uounoil  wish  at  all  timds  to  avoids  and 
think  it  more  eligible  that  Congress  pay  even  extravagant  pricesi 
than  that  Council  at  present  encourage  such  a  measure  as  it  will  irri- 
tate those  who  are  our  friends  as  well  those  who  are  not,  ft  will  be 
apt  to  produce  a  greater  Scarcity  of  goods  by  inducing  the  people  to 
Secret  them^  as  well  as  to  test  it,  will  tend  greatly  to  discourage  the 
importer^ 

*  I  am  with  respect' 

Gent  your  very  Hum. 

Dtfectedj 
T»  Knm.  Hc^kinsoD^  Jbo.  Nizdd  ft  ino.  Wharton,  Bsqrs. 


ExacoTiVB  Council  to  ShehiffopNorthamptw  Co.,  1777; 

Phil-  6  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

Before  this  reaches  you,  you  have  doubtless  heard  that  the  late 
Governor,  his  officers,  ft  the  officers  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
have  been  arrested  ft  held  as  prisoners  of  War  on  Parole. 

It  is  but  equal,  that  this  should  extend  to  all  parts  of  the  Country. 
Accordingly,  we  send  you  a  form  filled  up  for  the  late  Prothonary^ 
Lewis  Gordon,  Esquire.  Thb  we  desire  you  to  get  executed  ft  to 
return  to  «s  by  a  safe  hand.  Inclosed  is  a  power  to  act  in  this 
behalf.    Tour  attention  to  this  business  is  requested. 

^  lak 

8b  to. 

Directed, 
To  the  Sheriff  of  Northampton  Qo.f  {ohn  Jennings  Esq'. 

21* 
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Wareant  to  Arrest  Lewis  Gordon,  1777. 

fame  [as  on  page  484,]  to  John  Jennings,  Esq''.,  sheriff  1      date 

of  the  county  of  Northampton,  to  arrest  >  August  6, 

Lewis  Gordon,  Esq.,*  J     1777. 

and  eonfine  him  at  his  dweUing  in  Easton,  (or  elsewhere  in  yovr 
county,)  confining  himself  to  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  thence 
and  not  passing  over  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware. 


V.  P.  George  Brtan  to  General  Mipplin,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Angnst  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  Gonncil  agreeable  to  your  request  by  Mr.  Hiltsbeimer,  has 
ordered  a  very  considerable  number  of  Waggonsf  to  the  City ;  they 
are  coming  in,  and  complaint  is  made  that  there  is  not  provender 
orde)red  for  them.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  strict  justice  be 
done  those  people,  otherwise  they  may  hesitate  to  obey  any  future 
order,  however  necessary  it  may  be  in  the  time  of  distress,  which 
may  come  upon  us.  The  Council  desire  to  know  whether  you  have 
occasion  for  any  of  these  Waggons  to  remove  stores  out  of  the  city  or 
not.  That  if  you  have  not,  they  may  be  discharged ;  as  they  are 
very  sensible  of  the  great  disadvantage  to  the  farmers  who  are  called 
out  thus  suddenly  to  assist  the  Citizens,  and  who  leave  their  fiirms 
in  the  plonghing  season  with  great  reluctance  and  to  an  evident  diff- 
advantage.  They  wish  yon  also  to  give  them  your  sentiments  as  to 
the  countermanding  of  the  orders  given  for  the  Waggons,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  more  coming  down. 

I  am  Ac, 
G.B.,V.P. 

Directed f  . 
To  Genl.  Mifflin. 


♦  See  CoL  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  261. 
t  See  Cot:  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  261. 
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Continental  Navy  Board  to  Presidbnt  Whaeton,  1777. 

Continental  Navy  Board,  6th  August^  1777. 

Sir, 

Application  having  been  made  to  your  Excellency  some  Days  ago 
by  a  Member  of  this  Board  in  Behalf  of  the  Board  for  a  Power  from 
the  ^tate  to  take  such  vessels  as  may  be  wanted  for  Fire  Ship^, 
when  the  Owoers  refuse  to  accommodate  the  Public  09  any  reason- 
able Terms,  &  have  the  same  valued  by  impartial  Judges  k  the 
Owners  paid  accordingly,  we  were  in  Hopes  we  should  have  heard 
from  the  Council  in  answer  to  oar  application.  "^  But  as  we  fear  this 
Matter  has  thro'  a  multiplicity  of  Business  escaped  your  attention 
&  we  are  in  pressing  want  of  four  mere  Yessels  to  oompleat  the 
number  of  Fire  Ships  ordered  by  Congress,  we  beg  leave  to  remind 
your  Exoelleney  of  this  matter,  &  request  the  opinion  of  CounoU 
thereupon  ."** 

We  are       . 

your  EzMllency's 

nof I  obed't  hlle  serr'ts, 

FBA'S  HOPKINSON. 
JOHN  WHARTON. 
JOHN  NIXON. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


CONGEESS  TO  THE  AbSBMBLT,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  August  6, 1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Congress  having  ordered  generals  Schuyler  and  iSt.  Clair  to 
head-quarters  that  an  enquiry  may  be  made  into  their  conduct,  and 
the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  of  Tioonderoga,  they  have  directed 
general  Gates  to  take  the  command  in  that  department,  and  to  repair 
wither  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

In  the  present  critical  state  of  our  a&irs  in  that  quarter  it  is  abso* 
lutely  necessary  that  some  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  should  be 
taken  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  esmmy.  These  steps  should  be  taken 
as  early  as  possible;  as  the  consequences  of  delay  may  be  extremely 
disa^eeablo.  From  the  great  advantage  oar  enemies  haye  over  ns  in 

f  *  See  page  489. 
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()ie  facility  with  vbich  their  troops  may  be  traosported  b j  Bea  to 
•any  part  of  America,  they  will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
a  descent  before  the  continental  army  can  possibly  arrive  to  oppose 
them,  ^he  militia  therefore  whenever  this  happens  mast  be  de- 
pended upon,  and  their  exertions,  I  trust,  will  never  be  wanMog 
when  called  on^  either  to  defend  their  own  oountry^  or  to  join  with 
the  army  of  the  United  States  to  oppose  the  common  enemy. 

I  am  therefore  most  eamcftly  to  entreat  you  will  order  such  part 
of  your  militia  to  reinforce  the  army  under  general  Gates  as  he  mav 
Judge  suffioijfent,  and  that  you  will  exert  yourselves  to  comply  with 
the  enclosed  requisition  of  Congress  without  the  least  delay.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be/ 

Oent"| 

your  Biost  obed^  & 

very  h'ble  seiVt, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pweid't 

P.  S.  I  must  request  your  attention  to  the  other  resolves,  here- 
with transmitted  as  recommending  the  most  eib^tual  way  to  fill  up 
the  regiments,  &  to  tapply  the  conftinqftl  waste  of  men  oocasion'd 
by  the  «vento  of  war,  &  other  losses  unavoidable  in  an  army. 

Dtreeiedf 
The  Hon'Ue  The  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsyh. 


No.  1. 

In  Congress,  29  July,  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  an  enqdiry  be  made  into  the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Oeaenl-emoers  who  were  in  the  Northern  department  at  the  time  of 
the  evacuation. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  digest  and  report  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  enquiry. 

July  80. 
Hesolved, 

That  Major-general  St.  Clair,  who  commanded  at  Ticonderoga 
"and  Mount  Independence,  forthwith  repair  to  Head-quarten. 

AugMt  !• 
Resolved, 

That  Major-general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  repair  to  Heftd^ 
quarters. 


That  Oenenl  Washington  be  dkeoted  to  firder  snob  General- 
offioer  as  he  may  think  proper,  immediately  to  repur  to  the  northern 
depaiimeat,  to  lelieve  Mi^or*general  Schuyler  in  hia  command 
there. 

That  Brigadier  Peer,  Brigadier  Patterson,  and  Brigadier  Bobhe 
de  Fermoy  be  dirseCed  to  re^r  to  Head-qnarters. 

A«gnit3. 
Besolyed, 

That  General  Washington  be  direeted  to  order  the  General  whom 
he  shall  judge  proper  to  relieve  General  Schuyler  in  his  oommand'i 
to  repair,  witn  all  possible  expedition,  to  the  northern  department, 

giving  htbi  directions  what  number  of  the  Militia  to  call  in  from  th^ 
tales  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  bay,  Oonneotiout,  Ne# 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania. 

That  notice  be  immediately  seat  to  the  Executive  powers  of  the 
said  States,  and  that  they  be  earnestly  requested  to  gdt  the  Militia 
in  those  narts  of  their  respective  States  most  contiguous  to  the 
northern  department,  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning ;  and 
to  send,  with  all  possible  expedition,  sueh  parts  of  them  as  ihe 
Oemeral  eommandiag  in  the  northern  department  may  require,  to 
serve  till  the  15th  of  November  if  not  sooner  relieved  by  oontinentil 
Troops,  or  dismissed  by  the  eommanding  officer  of  the  departbent| 
and  be  eatitled  to  continental  pay  and  rations. 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  department  have 
diBcretionary  power  to  make  requisitions  on  the  States  aforesaid, 
from  time  to  time,  fbr  snob  additional  numbers  of  the  militia  to 
aerve  in  that  department  as  he  shall  judge  necesesiy  for  the  pnbU6 
aerviee. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Congress  that  (General  Washington 
b  of  opinion  that  the  immediate  recal  of  all  the  BHgadiers  from  the 
northern  department,  may  be  productive  of  inoonvenience  to  the 
pnbiic  service : 
Jtesolved, 

That  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  1st  day  of  this  month  respecb- 
ing  the  said  Brigadiers,  be  suspended ,  until  General  Washington 
shall  judge  it  may  be  carried  into  effect  with  safety. 
Copy  from  the  Journals. 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Sea 
By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pres't. 

State  of  Pennsylyania. 
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No.  2. 

Ifl  Congress,  Angtist  4, 1777. 

Congress  took  into  eonsideration  the  letter  from  Genenl  Wash- 
ington,  wherein  he  wishes  to  be  ezcused  from  making  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  officer  to  command  the  Northern  army,  I,  thereupon, 
Congress,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  officer,  &  the  ballots  being 
taken. 

Major  General  Gates  was  elected  to  that  command  bj  the  Totes 
<|f  eleven  states. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  informed  of  this  appoint- 
ment, &  that  he  be  directed  to  order  General  Gates  to  repair  with 
iJI  possible  expedition  to  the  Northern  department,  to  relieve  major 
general  Schuyler. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  remiunder  of  the  letter  from  general  Washing- 
ton be  referred  to  the  opmmittee  on  the  Northern  department. 

August  5, 1777. 

The  committee  on  the  Northern  department,  to  whom  geneni^ 
Washington's  letter  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report  whioh  was 
taken  into  oonsideration  whereupon. 

.  Beeolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Northern  depart- 
ment be  directed  to  apply  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  respective 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Masaachnsetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  &  Pennsylvania,  for  aach  number  of  their  re* 
epeetive  militia  as  he  shall  judge  sufficient  to  reinforce  the  army 
under  his  command.  That  such  militia  be  entitled  to  continental 
pay  &  rations,  &  be  continued  in  service  to  the  last  day  of  November 
next,  unless  sooner  relieved  by  continental  troops,  or  diseharged ; 
and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  exeeative  powers  of 
the  mid  States,  to  exert  their  most  vigorous  e£fort8  in  complying 
with  the  requisition  of  the  said  commanding  officer  without  delay, 
that  a  speedy  &  effectual  stop  may  be  put  to  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter. 

Copy  from  the  Journals. 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Seci*^. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid*. 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Statement  op  Henry  Funk,  1777. 

The  Substance  of  what  has  parsed  between  me,  Henry  Fank, 
and  Philip  Walter,  &  John  Lamb,  when  they  took  him  up  on  the 
6th  of  August,  1777. 

r*  I,  the  said  Henry  Funk,  went  the  same  Pay  unto  one  Michael 
Smith  and  payM  some  money  unto  him  for  wheat  which  I  had 
bought  of  the  s*  Mich.  Smith,  and  from  there  I  went  unto  ona 
Nicholas  Riots,  a  black  Smith,  where  I  have  a  new  waggon,  to  see 
wheter  it  was  done  or  not.  From  there  I  went  back  again  with  an 
Intent  to  go  home;  Bat  when  I  was  come  about  half  a  mile  back  to 
a  Tavern,  I  was  to  go  past,  but  said  Plu[ip  Walter  seeing  me  through 
the  window,  called  me  to  Stop,  he  bad  some  thing  to  say  unto  me. 
I  Stopt,  and  be  came  out  of  the  House  and  asked  me  where  you 
oome  from.  I  said  from  Klotz's.  He  said,  have  you  a  Pass  ?  I" 
Mid  no  I  Then,  said  he,  you  are  my  Prisoner,  and  took  my  HocBe 
by  the  Bridle,  and  called  for  the  Tavernkeeper  to  take  care  of  my 
Horse,  ami  I  should  go  with  hhn  unto  the  next  Justice,  and  told 
the  Tavernkeeper  either  he  or  John  Lamb  must  go  with  him  to  the 
Justice;  but  the  Tavernkeeper  refusing  to  go,  he  had  not  Time, 
John  Lamb  should  go  with  him.  I  asked  Walter,  For  what  do  you 
take  me  up,  what  is  the  Reason.  Walter  said,  because  you  will  not 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  therefore  it  is  our  Duty  to  take 
euch  People  up,  and  so  they  brought  me  before  M'  Limback.  Whea 
we  came  there,  tbey  said  unto  M'  Limback,  They  had  some  mistrust 
upon  me,  because  I  would  not  take  the  Oath  not  to  Day,  nor  if  I 
could  not  be  better  convinced,  to-morrow  neighter.  M'  Limback 
asked  me  why  1  could  not  take  it  7  I  said,  It  is  against  my  Con- 
science, because  we  shall  be  at  Peace  with  every  body,  and  forgive 
all  men,  etc.  M'  Limback  asked  those  Men,  Walter  &  Lamb, 
wheter  I  had  Spoken  any  Thing  against  the  State.  They  answered 
not.  Limback  asked  me  again,  wheter  I  would  take  the  oath  ?  I 
said  no,  not  at  Present,  without  I  be  more  convinced  by  further 
Consideration.  So  he  gave  me  time  unto  the  ninth  of  this  Instant 
to  consider  the  Matter.  When  we  all  had  met,  at  the  said  Day,  at 
M'  Limbecks,  He  asked  me-  what  I  would  do  now  ?  I  said,  that  1 
had  considered  the  Matter  well  all  this  Time,  and  the  more  I  con- 
sider it  the  less  Liberty  I  can  find  in  my  Conscience  to  take  that 
Test  Then  M*"  Idmbacik  said,  If  you  can't  take  the  Oath  I  must 
Qualify  these  men.  I  answered  that  I  would  Qualify  to  be  true  to 
the  State  according  to  the  Doctrine  of  St.  Paul,  Rom.  18,  be  subject 
to  the  higher  Powers,  &c.  Then  M**  Limback  asked  Walter  &  Lamb, 
If  they  could  Swear  that  they  were  convinced  in  their  Hearts  & 
Consciences  that  they  mistrust  me  to  be  a  Spy.  He  asked  them 
what  Beason  they  had  for  such  a  Suspicion  7  They  said  because 
he  travells  forwards  and  backwards,  and  for  refusiuff  to  take  the 
Oath.    Then  M*"  limback  swore  them  upon  the  holy  Kvangeliste  of 
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Almighty  God.  Asd  after  tfaej  had  Sworn,  M'  Limbaok  sud 
now  yon  are  Qualified  to  say  the  Truth,  the  whole  Truth,  &  nothing 
but  the  Truth.  What  reason  have  you  to  snpose  Henry  Funk  is  a 
8py  ?  They  made  the  same  answer  as  before,  for  traveling  forwards 
&  backwards.  Then  M'  Limback  asked  them  again,  If  they  were 
convinced  in  their  Conscience  that  Henry  Funk  might  be  a  Spy. 
^ey  said  Yes.  Then  M'  Limback  asked  them  if  they  had  any 
ether  Thing  to  say  against  s<>  Funk  1  The^  said  No.  Upon  this 
M'  Limback  committed  me  to  Goal.  This  is  the  Substance  of  my 
Trial  before  M''  Umbaok. 

HENRY  FUNK. 


JosfiPH  Donaldson  and  Oths&s  to  F&bs'i  WHAtttroity  1777« 

York  Tom,  6th  August,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  think  it  necessary  to  lay  before  yon  the  indoaed  DepOBitionli 
respecting  the  behaviour  of  some  Continental  Troops  on  their  march 
thro'  this  County,  the  2"*  Instant. 

They  Prove  three  of  the  Inhabitants  (men  of  respectable  ohara(^ 
ter)  before  them,  bound  like  Criminals  several  miles,  and  insulted 
them  in  an  arbitrary  and  cruel  manner. 

They  beat  Dan^  Messerly,  one  of  the  Justices,  and  boasted  they 
had  got  a  Jtistice  of  the  Common  W^ealth  their  Prisoner* 

The  reason  they  gave  fcfr  using  Messerly  in  the  above  manner, 
was  that  they  were  apprehenBive  he  intended  to  rescue  some  Priso- 
ners diey  had,  bnt  it  was  false,  for  he  was  sent  for  by  the  Woman 
of  the  Houbc  to  judge  if  Dan'  May  was  fairly  inlisted,  besides  he 
came  unarmed  among  the  soldiers,  and  is  an  old  man  about  sixty 
years  of  age. 

It  appears  that  Geo.  Fockler  was  riding  peaceably  on  the  highroad 
towards  his  own  Habitation,  when  they  dismounted  him  from  his 
Horse,  seized  his  Property,  tied  his  hands,  and  drove  him  without 
any  reason  to  Yorktown. 

In  short,  their  whole  behaviour,  from  the  Testimony  of  many 
Witnesses  (towards  those  three  men)  appears  to  be  full  of  wantoness 
and  Cruelty — more  like  a  Band  of  Ruffians  than  Gentlemen. 

We  would  be  glad  if  the  officers  could  be  brought  to  Justice.  If 
the  Military  are  allowed  to  trample  on  the  Civil  power  with  impu- 
nity we  are  in  a  wretched  situation. 

The  Commander  of  the  Party  called  himself  Lieu*  WIlKam 
M*Coy  'j  it  is  said  ho  is  in  Captain  Steel's  Company,  but  we  know 
not  what  Regiment. 

Lieu*  Reynolds  belongs  to  one  of  the  sixteen  additional  Re^ments. 
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t^e  Persons  who  thej  treated  ill  are  men  well  affected  to  tbe 
Camp  of  Liberty  and  their  Gountrj. 
We  are  Sir, 

y  most  ohed*  serv*% 

JOS.  DONALDSON. 
MICH'L  HAHN. 
JOHN  HAY. 

Directedf 

To  The  Hon»>*  Thomas  WhartoO;  Esq"-,  President  of  the  Sapreme 
Executive  CoaDcil. 


0 

DBP08ITI0NS  BBSPBCTING  RiOT  IK  YORK  Co.,  1777. 

York  Coontj,  si.  August  3«,  1777 
Daniel  Messerly,  Esq',  of  the  County  aforesaid  being  duely  qnalf- 
fled  deposes  and  says,  that  on  the  2*  day  of  August  instant  the 
deponent  was  sent  for  by  the  Widow  Oraaf  of  Dovertown  in  the  said 
County,  at  whose  Request  the  deponent  went  to  her  House,  on  his 
arrival  there  he  eouM  not  find  her,  on  his  pushing  at  one  of  the 
Room  doors  he  found  it  would  not  open  as  Easy  as  usual,  on  his 
opening  the  door  he  perceived  two  armed  men  standing  as  Sentinels, 
that  a  person  came  out  of  the  said  Room  and  struck  this  deponent 
with  his  fist,  and  sundry  other  persons  (who  appeared  to  be  Soldiers) 
dragged  him  out  of  the  house  into  the  Street  and  there  beat  and 
abused  him  in  a  cruel  and  barbarous  manner,  as  soon  as  they 
desisted  from  beating  this  deponent  they  took  him  into  the  house 
and  confined  him  under  a  Guard  of  armed  men,  and  tied  his  hands 
behind  him,  and  drove  him  into  Yorktown  in  that  unworthy  situa- 
tion swearing  at  the  same  time  that  he  this  disponent  should  go  tied 
to  Camp,  this  treatment  was  in  pursuance  of  Orders  given  by  persons 
who  this  deponent  is  informed  are  named  William  McCoy  and  Lieu* 
Reynolds. 

DANIEL  MESSERLY. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  ) 
me  this  3*  Aug.  1777.       J, 

W-.  LBAa 


Casper  Danner  of  York  County  duly  qualifbd  deposes  and  says, 
that  on  the  2'  August  instant  hearing  a  disturbance  at  and  near  the 
Widow  Oraafs  tavern  in  Dovertown  in  the  said  County,  and  being 
among  several  of  his  Neighbours  a  Spectator  Uiere,  seveial  men 
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(who  ke  10  sinoe  ioformed  w«re  Soldiers  under  the  ooliitaiiid  of 

Lieu*  Reynolds  of  one  the  additional  Reg^)  fell  on  him  this  deponent 
and  beat  and  abused  him  in  a  Barbarous  and  Cruel  manner,  and 
further  this  deponent  deposes  that  he  saw  several  men  of  the  same 
party  knock  down  beat  and  abuse  Dan^  Messerly,  Esquire,  that  this 
deponent  heard  several  of  the  said  party  swear  that  if  any  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Dovertown  aforesaid  came  oat  of  their  houses,  they 
would  knock  them  down. 

GASPER  DANNSS. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  1 
me  this  3*  Aug*,  1777.       ) 

W-.  LEAS. 


Catharine  Graaf  of  York  County,  Widow,  being  dnely  qualified 
deposes  and  says,  that  a  party  of  men  (as  she  is  since  informed) 
under  the  Command  of  Lieu*  Reynolds  of  one  of  the  additional 
Regiments,  Came  to  her  house  in  Dovertown  in  the  said  County  on 
the  2^  of  this  instant,  August,  and  apprehending  one  of  her  Neigh- 
bours, Captain  Dan'  May  of  the  Militia  had  been  fouly  inlisted  bj 
this  party,  at  whose  Request  she  this  deponent  sent  for  the  next 
Justice  of  the  peace  Dan^  Messerly,  Esq',  that  this  deponent  being 
in  a  Room  wherein  the  said  party  had  their  prisoners  Confined,  the 
door  of  which  the  said  Dan'  Messerly  had  pushed  open,  he  the  said 
Dan'  Messerly  was  opposed  by  several  of  the  party  who  took  him 
oat  of  the  honse,  and  after  some  time  brought  him  in,  and  he 
appeared  to  this  deponent  to  have  been  very  much  abused  and  beat. 

her 
CATHARINE  M  GRAFF, 
mark. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  ) 
me  this  3*  Aug*,  1777.       j 

W-.  LEAS. 


Captain  Daniel  May  of  the  Yoik  County  Militia  being  duely 
qualified  deposes  and  says,  that  on  the  2^  of  this  Instant,  August, 
being  on  his  Return  home  from  Yorktown  it  came  on  to  rain,  to 
avoid  which  he  put  in  at  the  Widow  Graafs  tavern  in  Dovertown, 
where  there  was  a  party  of  men  (as  he  is  since  informed^  were  under 
the  Command  of  Lieu*  Reynolds  of  one  of  the  additional  Regiments, 
one  of  which  party  (after  asking  this  deponent  several  questions) 
told  this  deponent  he  would  tell  him  a  fine  story  how  he  had  enlisted 
A  maUy  and  be  would  leave  him  this  deponent  to  Judge  if  it  was  not 


.a  fair  mlistmeniy  that  the  eaid  person  drew  nearer  this  dqK>neni|  an4 
lud  some  thing  rolled  up  in  his  hand  which  this  deponent  thought 
was  paper  monej^  this  deponent  then  moved  further  from  him  and 
told  him  him  to  stand  off,  the  said  person  notwithstanding  made 
towards  this  deponent  and  took  him  bj  the  hand  asking  him  if  that 
was  not  a  fair  inlistment,  this  deponent  then  replied  that  if  he  had 
inlisted  a  man  in  that  manner  he  had  no  objection  and  desired  him 
to  stand  off  as  he  desired  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  him,  that  sun- 
dry of  the  said  party  seized  him  this  deponent  and  confined  him 
under  a  Ouard  swearing  he  this  deponent  was  one  of  their  Soldiers^ 
that  the  person  this  deponent  is  informed  was  Lieu*  Keynolds  tied 
this  deponents  hands  behind  him  and  drove  him  to  Torktown,  While 
he  this  deponent  was  under  the  said  Guard  he  requested  the  Land- 
lady to  send  for  Justice  Messerly,  who  came  at  his  Request,  and  as 
he  the  said  Justice  Messerly  opened  the  room  door  in  which  he  was 
confined  one  of  the  party  struck  the  said  Messerly,  that  as  they  were 
marching  towards  York  tied  as  aforesaid  this  deponent  saw  some  of 
the  party  strike  the  said  Messerly  with  their  Guns,  that  the  said 
party  ininilted  and  abused  the  said  deponent  and  Justice  Messerly, 
Baking  their  boast  that  they  had  a  Justice  and  a  Oaptatn  their 
prisoners.    - 

DANIEL  MAY. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  this  3' ) 
Aug*,  1777,  before  me.       J 

W-.  LEAS. 


George  Fockler  of  York  County  being  duely  qualified  deposes  as 
follows :  that  on  the  2'  of  this  instant,  August,  as  this  deponent  was 
on  the  high  road  on  his  Return  home  from  York  town  that  a  person 
(who  he  is  since  informed  is  Lieutenant  Reynolds)  and  a  party  of 
men  made  this  deponent  dismount  from  his  horse,  seised  him,  tied 
his  hands  behind  him,  riffled  his  pockets  and  took  thereout  some 
powder  and  gun  flints,  detained  his  horse  and  a  Gun  and  drove  him 
to  Yorktown. 

GEORGE  FOCKLER. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  ) 
'     me  8*  Aug*,  1777.  J 

W-.  LEAS. 


John  Kurtz  of  York  County  being  duely  Qualified  deposes  as 
follows :  that  on  the  2'  Instant,  in  the  Evening,  Setting  in  his 
K^ghbours  porch  in  Manehester  township  near  Yorktown,  his 
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ndgbbotirs  wifb  says  to  him  '*  they  aw  bringing  Justice  Messerljr 
tied/'  that  this  deponent  left  the  porch  with  intent  to  go  home,  that 
one  of  the  Soldiers  who  had  Messerly  confined  stepped  ont  of  the 
ranks  and  ordered  him  this  deponent  to  stop  and  go  no  farther,  this 
deponent  told  him  here  was  his  house  and  he  wanted  to  go  home, 
that  a  person  who  this  deponent  is  informed  is  Lieutenant  Eeynolds 
struck  this  deponent  with  a  Club,  that  one  other  of  the  said  party 
whose  name  (this  deponent  is  informed)  is  Ogilvie,  drew  his  sword 
and  swore  he  would  take  him  prisoner,  Upon  this  he  this  deponent 
made  his  Escape  into  one  of  his  neighbours  houses. 

JOHN  KURTZ. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  this  S' ) 
Aug*,  1777,  before  me.       ) 

W-.  LEAS. 


John  Better  of  Tork  Oonnty  being  duly  qualified  deposes  and 
aays  tliat  on  the  2^  instant  this  deponent  was  ataoding  in  his  fiitfaacs 

door  in  Manchester  township,  three  men  belonging  to  a  party  of 
Soldiers,  commmanded  as  this  deponent  is  informed  by  Lieu^  Rey- 
nolds of  one  of  the  additional  Reg*%  laid  hold  on  this  deponent,  two 
of  whom  held  him  and  the  third  of  the  name  of  Ogilvie,  as  he  is 
informed,  beat  him  with  his  naked  sword,  others  of  the  party 
dragged  him  through  the  house  and  struck  at  him  with  a  Toma* 
hawk  and  threatened  to  take  him  prisoner. 

JOHN  DETTER.* 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  this  8'  \ 
Aug»,  1777,  before  me.       f 

W-.  LEAS. 


Jabibs  QREaoEY  &c.  TO  Pebsident  Wharton,  1777. 

Carlisle  Aug*  7th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  have  sent  you  (^  Captain  Matthew  Gregg,  who  Marches 
to  morrow  with  the  first  Company  of  Militia  from  the  second  Batta- 
lion for  this  County)  the  Return  of  Officers  of  the  Fifth  battalion, 
in  order  for  having  their  Commissions  sent  them.    The  Militia  of 

*  See  letter  of  Sap.  Exeo.  Council  to  J.  Ponaldson,  Aug.  19,  on  page 

Aufftut  6. 
[By  Besolution  of  this  date  of  the  Supreme  EzecutiTe  Counoil  the  longer 
continuance  of  the  State  <*  Board  of  War  "  is  unnecesaary — they  are  accord- 
ingly diBcfasrged  with  a  Tote  of  thanU.    See  OoL  Ree.  ToL  XI.  p.  iW.} 
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ihis  County  we  are  endeavonriog  to  send  out  with  all  PoBsiUe  expe- 
ditioDy  the  frst  Ohwa  we  are  in  hopes  will  Tarn  oat  well,  the  subse- 
qaent  ClaAses,  we  flatter  ourselves  will  in  their  call  do  the  same; 
but  we  still  Labour  under  Diffioultj  for  the  want  of  a  Lieutenant  for 
this  Couotjy  which  we  apprehend  should  be  in  or  near  this  TowHi 
&  which  we  hope  your  Ezcelenoy  will  consider,  and  appoint  one  for 
Cumberland  County. 

We  have  the  homwr  to  be  with  all 

due  Bespeets, 

your  Excelencys 
very  Hum*  Ser<«, 
JAMES  GREGORY, 
GEO.  SHA«P. 

jDirectedf 

His  Ezclency,  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun**.,  President  of  the  Ezeoutire 
Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsyhania. 
^  Capt.      \ 
M.  Gregg.  / 


State  Navy  Board  to  Supremb  Exbc.  Council,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board  Aug'  7",  1777. 
Gentleman, 

Next  Monday  the  Paymaster  informs  us,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  go 
down  the  River  to  pay  the  different  crews  belonging  to  the  State 
fleet  And  all  the  Money,  he  says,  is  applied,  so  that  at  present, 
we  cannot  command  a  Farthing.  The  Board  wou'd  be  glad  the 
Honourable  Council,  will  take  the  Matter  into  their  immediate  CoQ- 
aideration  &  furnish  us  with  a  sum  adequate  to  our  ezigenoiea 

Agreeable  to  your  Order  of  yesterday  We  requested  Commodore 
Hazel  wood  to  furnish  two  Pilotts  for  y*  Continental  Vessels,  which 
he  immediately  appointed,  one  whereof  was  Joseph  Gamble  a  Chevaux 
de  Frize  Pilott  who  was  ordered  on  board  the  Ship  Delaware,  Capt 
Alexander,  to  take  charge  of  the  Ship  &  carry  her  thro'  the  Chevaux 
*de  Frizes,  where  he  was  to  remain  on  board  untill  furthur  Orders, 
And  when  he  was  called  upon  by  the  s^  Capt  he  refused  to  repair  oa 
Board. 

By  Order  of  y*  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLBWBR,  C  M. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  The  'Supreme  Bzecutire  Council,  of  the  Ooaa- 
.moB  Wealth  of  Ponnsylt 
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BoAED  OF  War  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Aug*  7, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  it  in  Direction  from  the  Board  of  War,  to  request  that  joa 
will  furnish  Elias  Boudinot,  Esq'  Commissary  General  of  PrisonerB, 
with  such  Number  of  Militia  as  he  shall  from  Time  to  Time  require 
either  for  guarding  or  removing  the  Prisoners  in  this  State. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  vwy  obed  Serv*, 
.  RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 

Directed.    On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Executive  Council  of  Peno- 
•ylvania.  leo'd  Aug^  9,  1777. 

War  Office, 

Richard  Peters,  Sec'y. 


JABISS  TniGHMAN  TO   SUPREMB  EXBOUTIVB   COTTKCIL,  1777. 

Walnut  Street,  Aug*  the  8%  1777. 
Sir,^ 

Upon  maturely  considering  the  Parole  which  has  been  offered  me 
by  the  honorable  Board  I  do  not  find  myself  free  to  accept  it.  With- 
out the  least  insinuation  that  1  have  been  guilty  of  any  thing  which 
renders  me  suspicious,  I  am  taken  up  and  considered  in  the  light  of 
a  Prisoner  of  War,  and  as  such  I  am  to  conduct  myself,  which  sub- 
jects me  to  be  called  upon  and  imprisoned  even  the  next  day  af^er  I 
have  signed  the  Parole.  I  am  not  only  prehibited  from  giving  Intel- 
Hgenoe  of  publick  affairs  to  the  Commander  of  the  British  forces  and 
all  persons  under  him,  but  to  any  other  person  whatever,  which  pre- 
oludes  me  from  writing  and  even  speaking  to  my  friends  or  acquaint- 
ance. For  how  shall  I  know  what  other  people  may  call  publick 
affairs  f  And  thus  I  must  either  be  secluded  from  all  social  and 
friendly  intercourse  or  run  the  risk  of  incurring  the  odious  imputa- 
-tion  of  breaking  my  Parole.  With  regard  to  my  liberty,  the  terms 
of  the  proposed  Parole  confine  me  to  my  hoi^  in  Town,  and  I  can- 
not walk  the  street,  tho'  I  may  go  into  the  Country  to  the  distance 
of  flilx  Miles,  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware.  And  with  respect  to 
my  going  to  Maryland,  where  my  family  is  and  all  my  Estate  which 
affoHs  me  any  income  lyes,  I  can  only  visit  my  family  but  cannot 
-go  to  my  Estates.  For  it  happens  that  the  chief  part  of  my  family 
is  not  on  either  of  my  Estates.    For  these  reasons  I  cannot  prevail 
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on  znyself  to  accept  of  the  proposed  parole.  Yet  to  avoid  the  hor- 
rora  of  a  Goal,  and  the  distress  my  confinement  would  bring  npoa 
my  absent  family^  (altho'  I  think  the  proceeding  against  me  is  the 
most  arbitrary  that  can  be  imagined,  being  imprisoned  by  a  Precept 
which  expresses  no  offence,  and  altbo'  my  Imprisonment  is  totally 
unmerited  and  altogether  contrary  tp  the  express  terms  of  the  con- 
stitution under  which  the  Council  act)  I  am  willing  to  give  a  Parole 
obliging  myself  not  to  do  any  thing  injurious  to  the  United  States 
and  not  to  give  any  intelligence  to  the  commander  of  the  British 
forces  or  any  person  under  him ;  To  have  Liberty  to  visit  my  family 
and  Estates  in  Maryland  on  iwo  days  notice  to  the  President  or  Vice 
president^  and  when  in  Pensylvania  to  confne  myself  to  my  dwelling 
house  in  town  and  six  miles  round  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware,  or 
to  have  my  general  residence  fixed  in  Maryland,  with  liberty  to  come 
to  Philadelphia  occasionally,  upon  permission  of  the  President  or 
vice  president.  These  terms  in  my  opinion  are  abundantly  sufficient 
to  guard  the  publick  against  any  danger  from  a  man  of  honor,  as  I 
am  supposed  to  be  by  having  a  Parole  offered  me,  and  I  hope  I  may 
not  be  thought  impertinent  in  proposing  them.  But  if  the  honorable 
Board  are  not  in  the  same  sentiment  I  must  submit  to  my  &te  what- 
ever it  may  be,  lamenting  that  the  times  arc  such  that  a  man's  inno- 
cence is  not  his  safety. 

I  am,  Sir,  Y'  Most  Ob<  Servant, 

JAMES  TILGHMAN.* 
JDirectedj 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq%  President  of  the 
Council  of  Pensylvania. 


SUPBBMK  EXBCCTIVB  COUNCIL  TO  JaRBD  InGBRSOLL,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  August  8, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Council  to  acquaint  you  that  from  the  present 
BituatioQ  of  affairs,  as  well  on  your  own  account  as  from  other  con- 
siderations, it  will  be  most  proper  for  you  to  remain  in  this  city  for 
A  few  weeks,  and  they  recommend  it  to  you  to  do  so. 
With  great  respect  I  am 

Your  very  humble  servant, 


Directed^ 
To  Jared  IngersoII,  Esq',!  Present. 

*  See  page  484,  and  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  xi.  p.  286. 
f  See  page  484, 


T.  M. 
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PilB8*T  WhARTOK  to  MAGISTRATES  OF  THE  COUKTXSS,  1777. 
In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Avgost  8, 1777. 

The  Fleet  of  the  enemy  has-not  heen  seen  on  onr  coast  for  eight 
days  past  *  which  renders  it  probable  that  the  wagons  ordered  from 
your  county  will  not  be  wanted ;  and  as  the  expense  will  be  enor- 
roons,  you  are  therefore  hereby  directed  to  stop  the  waggons  from 
oomiog  down  until  further  orders ;  and  we  request  you  to  send  im- 
mediate notice,  by  express  if  necessary,  to  the  Wagon  Masters  of 
this  order,  that  it  may  b^effectnally  complied  with. 
I  am  your  very  humble  servant; 

THO,  WHARTON,  jun^  Pica*. 


HfiimY  Fisher  to  State  Navy  Board,  1777. 

Lewistown  Aug*  y  8, 1777. 
Oentlemen, 

Having  this  opportunity  by  Cap*  John  Learmonth,  I  shall  give 
you  the  Best  intelligence  from  here  Respecting  the  pirate  ships, — 
there  is  one  frigate  and  tender  lying  at  the  Brown,  one  frigate  and 
tender  in  our  Road,  and  two  frigates  that  Oruise  of  and  Near  the 
Cape,  sometimes  they  come  in  and  stay  a  tide  and  then  out  to  sea. 
On  Tuesday  last,  Cap*  Murphey  went  up  to  Cedar  Creek  to  take 
possession  of  some  craft  that  was  there  that  the  torrys  go  off  to  the  ships 
to  trade  with,  but  upon  Cap*  Murpheys  entering  the  Creek  he  found 
a  Sloop  that  had  lately  ariv'd  from  New  York  with  several  articles 
such  as  Salt,  Rum,  Sugar,  Coffee  &  Tea,  &c.,  &c,  he  Boarded  her, 
but  the  men  took  to  the  marsch  that  belonged  to  her,  and  Cap*  Mur- 
phey pursued  them  but  could  not  over  take  them,  however  he  took 
four  other  Gentlemen  that  was  going  down  to  trade  with  Baeon, 
Eggs,  &c.,  &o.,  the  Cap*  brought  the  Sloop  out  and  got  down  to  onr 
Creek's  mouth  that  night,  but  could  not  get  his  prize  in,  the  next 
morning  there  came  a  schooner  tender  Belonging  to  the  Ship  in  our 
Road,  and  three  Cutters,  to  Retake  a^  Sloop,  upon  which  a  smart 
engagement  begun  which  lasted  above  half  an  hour,  when  to  Cap* 
Murpheys  credit  be  it  spoken  that  he  made  them  shear  off,  altho'  the 
Schooners  mettle  must  have  been  much  heavier  than  the  Barges,  the 
Cutter  was  obliged  to  towe  the  Schooner  off,  and  I  am  certain  that 
she  must  have  Rec*  some  considerable  Damage,  for  I  was  looking 

«  They  did  not  receive  the  foUoiring  letter  till  the  10th. 
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^pHh'ft  glass  ibe  whole  time  of  Uie  aetion ;  Osp^  Murphy  Beo'  very 
little  4wsge  save  being  burnt  in  the  faoe  with  his  own  gan  by  heri 
blowiiiig  from  the  touch  hole.  The  Sloop  he  got  safe  into  our  Creek 
wher^  he  would  be  gbd  to  have  your  orders.  There  is  a  constant 
trade  from  the  ships  to  Cedar  Cre^,  and  I  think  if  you  could  spare 
one  of  your  small  gallejs,  the  vessels  they  trade  in  might  be  taken, 
they  are  a  Sloop  and  Schooner,  and  mount  two  six  pounders  and 
some  swivels  each,  ihjij  are  there  once  or  twice  a  week  certainly. 
Cap^  Murphey  desires  that  you  would  send  him  down  powder  &  ball 
as  far  as  Mr.  John  Clowes  near  this  place,  please  to  fail  not  as  he  is 
in  want  of  it. 

Colonel  Richardson  is  encamped  at  M'  Clowes  about  13  miles  from 
this  he  has  taken  up  several  of  our  Damd  Rascals  of  torrys  and  I 
believe  he  will  doe  a  great  deal  of  Service  here ;  Cap*  Murphey  took 
several  letters  in  the  Sloop  which  he  sent  to  Colonel  Richardson  to 
be  forwarded  to  Congress,  they  are  from  the  infamous  The'*  Robin- 
son, late  of  this  place  but  now  an  inhabitant  of  New  York,  I  hope 
the  letters  will  come  safe  to  hand  and  shall  take  it  as  a  favour  if 
Mess"*  Bradfords  would  have  them  put  in  their  useful  Paper. 

I  fear  Gentlemen  that  I  have  tired  you  with  my  long  appistle, 
however  you  must  excuse  your  humble  Serv^ 

HENRT  FISHER. 
I>irectedf 

To  The  Honorable  the  State  Navy  Board. 
Jndanedf 

[Rccd  10  August,  Ab*  i  past  8  o'clock  P.  M.] 


JaHN  HUBLET  TO  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  OOUNCIL,   1777* 

Lancaster;  Aug.  8%  1777. 
D-Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favour  ^  Express,  with  one  hundred  tavern 
Licences  Bonds,  &c. 

Testerday  our  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  closed,  after  doing  the 
business  thereof  in  the  greatest  good  order.  A  ver^  respectable 
Grand  Jury  attended,  and  returned  25  bills  for  various  offences . 
against  the  Commonwealth,  several  offenders  were  tried  by  a  respec- 
table Petit  Jury,  convicted  and  Judgment  passed  on  them  according 
to  Law,  and  this  morning  had  their  punishment  inflicted  at  the  Public 
Whipping  Post;  during  the  whole  sessioBTa  large  number  of  reputa- 
ble Inhabitants  of  this  County  attended  and  the  appearance  of  satis- 
faction was  visible  in  their  countenances. 

Vol.  v.— 22 
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I  Bball  in  a  few  days  have  the  salblhetion  to  see  yoii;  if  BoiUiig^ 
cornea  Id  the  way. 

lam. 

Tour  very  humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  HUBLET. 

P.  S.  I  could  wish  you  would  throw  a  few  lines  into  the  Papers 
that  so  good  a  begiDaing  has  been  made  in  Lan'  County  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice. 

Dlrectedy 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  of  the  S.  E.  Council  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philad*. 


John  JfoRRis  Jb,  to  Supreme  Exkcutivb  Council,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Aug*  8%  1777. 
D-Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter  for  M"  Mohris,  which  I 
must  beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  send  by  your  Door-keeper,  who  goes 
by  my  door  to  his  own  house. 

We  have  had  a  pretty  large  Court  here,  Tall  circumstanoes  con- 
sidered) and  every  thing  has  been  oonductea  with  great  order  and 
decorum,  I  presented  26  Indictments,  25  of  which  were  found  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  which  was  as  respectable  a  one  as  any  I  remember  to 
have  seen  in  the  County.  The  opening  the  Channel  of  Justice  seems 
to  give  a  pretty  general  satisfiftCtioQi  tho'  the  countenances  of  some 
plainly  shewed  their  dissatisfaction,  however  they  said  nothing.  We 
convicted  several  felons,  8  ci  whom  received  their  punishment  this 
morning. 

I  am  Sir,  Y' 

very  hble  Serv* 

JOHN  MORRIS. 
Directed^ 
To  Hmothy  Hadack^  Eaquire,  Secretary  at  PhHadelphia. 
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Jbam)  MiLOHoa  TO  T.  Maslaok,  1777. 


I  parehased  of  Isaac  Hnff  Eleven  oords  &  tbree  quariera  of  a  oord 
of  Oak  Wood  for  tbe  use  of  the  United  States,  for  which  I  paid  him 
658.  p.  cordy  the  highest  price  I  have  hitherto  paid  for  Wood,  & 
agreeable  to  what  ia  allowed  (or  approved  of)  to  be  given  bjr  the 
board  of  War.  During  the  last  Winter  none  was  purchased  at  a 
higher  rate  than  40s.  p.  cord.  The  price  of  wood  will  be  Ten 
pounds  p.  cord  next  Winter  it  nothing  is  done  to  prevent  it. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  moat 

obed't  h'ble  Svt. 


ISAAC  MELCHOB. 
J>.  a.  M. 


PM.,  9  Aug,  1777. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.^  Fsent. 


Proposals  fbom  Dk*  RoraoiT  Harris  for  ifAKnrG^  ow  Salt.  , 

In  answer  to  the  Proposals  for  a  Partnership  Concern  between 
the  Honourable  The  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  fiobert  Harris.  v 

TERMS. 

1.  That  the  Stookin  kand  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
manufacture  of  Common  Salt^  be  £  ,  of  whioh  QovemmeBt  le 
advance  three-fourths,  and  R.  Harris,  one-fourth  part. 

2.  That  every  Expenoe  &  Charge  attending  the  maintenance  & 
Carrying  on  of  said  undertaking,  as  well  as  the  Transportation  of 
the  Salt  when  made  to  market,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Parties  hereto 
in  like  p)*oportion,  [the  Government  their  three-fourths,  &  R.  Harris 
his  one-fourth  part.] 

8.  All  Repairs,  when  necessary,  to  be  made  as  soon  as  possiUei 
ft  the  expences  borne  in  the  above  proportion  by  the  parties  i^oresaid 
•—bat  Government  in  particolar  to  make  good  all  damagea  anatafai'd 
by  or  OR  account  of  tbe  Enemy. 

4.  Government  not  to  interfsre  in  tbe  Prices  of  any  Salt  made  in 
this  Factory.  Or,  if  they  shou'd,  that  this  PartBerabip  then  cease. 
Audi 


am         iKDnxLTAHiA.  ABcmvB  imr: 


For  tke  sore  cnwdiUo—  GinTmgos  of  Ife  mm,  Tit  cb- 
itlMttfaywiMfarJlfw>fk»c«i«phjiiokMiMciMiplMa 
frcMi  Bilitaiy  Krriea,  wlietkcr  wood-eBtta%  adl  ■«  cr  vaggoMn^ 
cxBcpi  vpoB  an  niTiaioB  of  the  Enemy  inlo  liw  Krigfclwffconiij  or 
IjpoB^  cxtnordiBorj  Oeaoono  of  thai  kind. 

(L  In  CoQseqoenee  of  which  R.  Harris  is  to  take  upon  him  the 
oole  Chaige,  Maaagement,  k  Direcdon  of  the  whole  nndertaking,  & 
inall J  to  paj  into  the  hands  of  one  eqoal  thiid  part 

of  the  n'  FVofita  arising  therefrom,  k  B.  Harris  to  rctaia  for  his 
Share  two  third  parts  of  the  n*  Pkv&ta  as  aforesaid. 

7.  All  aooooDts  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  in  behalf  of  GoTem- 
■Mst  bj  Tmstees  named  and  R.  Harris  ereiy  three  months^  daring 
the  Continnanee  of  this  Partnership. 

&  8.  At  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  of  Time  limited  for  said 
Partoerriiip's  GontimaMe,  That  the  whole  Stoek  k  ImpleaMnts  m 
hand  of  whateTer  kind,  be  sold  or  dirided  as  any  be  then  thonght 
most  adTsntageooSy  k  appropriated  to  the  Use  of  the  Pferties  eon- 
eenMd.  Bach  Fart j  slmring  their  proportioa  of  ikm  Lorn  &  Pkofits 
therein. 

9.  Thai  the  Commeneement  of  this  Partnership  he  as  worn  m  all 
ihe  Works  are  readj  k  in  Order.  R.  Harris  to  retain  the  proper 
nse  k  Benefit  of  his  own  Works  ontil  that  time. 


These  being  the  most  material  artides  nnder  Conaidentioo,  yon 
hare  with  them  my  Idea  of  the  affiur  in  genersL    They  sre,  how- 
ever submitted  to  yoor  Pemsal,  Ae.    ShaU  be  glad  to  know  yoor- 
Mnd  alw  i^oQ  the  sobjeel  as  soon  aa  ocmneaient. 
I  am  Hon*  Gentlemen, 

Y'  most  hnmble  serranti 

BOB.  HABBIS. 
Ang'9*,1777,Phikd». 

To  the  Hon**' Thomas  Wharton^  Esqr,  Pksflideni  of  the  BnentiTe 
CkNmstt  of  Pensyltania,  Pre^. 


MrPTncrs  ik  cask  of  Henbt  Funk,  1777. 

Northampton  88.  \^^^^r.x.   n  ,i.    *t.         , 

'^  J  In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn^K 

To  Ae  Keeper  of  oar  Gaol  ai  Easton  in  ovr  arid  Coonty  of  North- 
ampton, or  his  deputy,  Greeting :  Whereas  Henry  Fnnk,  of  Upper 
fj^  g  -I  toilford  Township  in  onr  s*  Coanty,  MiHer,  is  arrested  and 
L  '-'  broaght  before  me  by  Philip  Walter  k  Jaeob  Lanb,  ibr  sus- 
picion of  a  Spy,  k  whereas  I  tender  him,  the  said  Henry  Enik> 
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the  Oath  or  Affirmation  of  Allegiance,  and  he,  the  said  Fnnk,  refuse 
lH&d  denj  to  take  and  laheeribe  the  ^  Oath  or  Affirmation,  &  where*- 
as  the  said  Walter  &  Lauh  on  their  Solemn  Oaths  on  the  holy 
Avengilis  of  Almighty  Grod,  doth  depose  and  say  that  by  their  best 
perceive,  Conceive  and  Suspicion,  the  s*  Fank  is  a  Spy,  and  to  hoU 
principles  inimical  to  the  United  States.  I  therefore  Command  von 
h  each  of  you  to  receive  him,  the  said  Henry  Fnnk  into  yonr  Cus- 
tody, in  onr  s*  Oaol,  there  to  remain  till  he  be  delivered  from  yout 
Custody  according  to  the  Laws  of  onr  State  of  Pennsjlv*  concemiog 
the  flf .  Given  under  my  Hand  ft  Seal  on  this  ninth  day  of  August 
A.  D.,  1777. 

FR«^  LIMBACH  * 


William  McIlvainb  to  PBXSiDBirF  Whabton,  1777. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^,  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council;  Pennsylvania. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Inclosed  I  send  yon  the  Deposition  of  Mr.  Alexander  H'Bowal,  & 
a  Testimony  of  Mr.  John  Dowdny,  which  last,  for  want  of  a  Magis- 
trate, could  not  be  qualified  to. 

I  hope  the  Circumstances  related  may  be  found  sufficient  to  bring 
to  Punishmenl  a  Peraon  who  has  both  fonfrited  the  eharaoter  of  a 
Citizen  &  a  Soldier,  setting  at  Defiance  both  the  Civil  &  MiliUry 
Powers. 

I  am  with  much  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most 

devoted  humble  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  McILYAINE. 
Jndar$ed, 

Reo'd  August  10th,  1777. 
Directedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Ex* 
oootive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  ;*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  269.    See  Funk's  SUtuaent  en  page 
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Obhiraii  Wabbxjxqtoix  to  Supbbmb  Sxbo.  Oouvcil,  1777. 

Camp  near  Gennantown,  Aug*  9th,  1777. 
Bir, 

I  am  this  moment  fkvor'd  with  your  Letter  of  Teeterday,  cohering 
a  Complaint  of  William  Mollvaine,  Esq.,  against  Major  or  Captain 
Sims.    The  Corps  to  whiob  he  belongs  is  at  present  in  Trenton. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  having  the  matter  strictly 
enquir'd  into^  &  if  Sims  is  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  he  shall  mak9 
such  satisfiftotion  as  Mr.  Mcllvaine  will  deem  sufficient,  or  (in  caso 
of  his  refusing  so  to  do)  he  shall  become  amenable  to  the  Powers  of 
Ci?il  Law  in  such  manner  as  it  directs. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  high  Esteem, 

Tour  mo.  Obed*  serrant, 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
Beo'd  Auguat  9, 1777. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire^  President  of  tlie 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sup.  Exb.  Counozl  to  Statb  Navt  Board,  1777 

August  11, 1777,  In  CouneiL 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  perused  Mr.  Fishers  Letter  directed  to  you  dated  at 
Lewistown  the'Sth  Inst,*  and  with  pleasure  observe  the  sood  conduct 
of  Capt.  Murphy  in  capturing  a  trading  Vessel  from  New  York  in- 
tending to  supply  the  Tories  in  the  Delaware  State  with  necessary's 
and  beating  off  one  of  the  enemies  Tenders,  tho  of  much  superior 
force.  Ton  will  please  to  forward  the  supplys  Capt.  Murphy  staxida 
in  need  of — ^and  if  you  approve  of  it  may  send  one  or  more  guard 
boats  to  his  assistance,  but  we  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  ordering 
down  one  of  the  small  Ghdlies,  if  there  is  safety  in  sending  the  priie 
taken  by  Capt  Murphy  to  this  city  we  wish  it  to  be  done,  otherwiso 
the  vessel  &  cargo  must  be  disposed  of  at  the  most  convenient  place 
agreeable  to  Law,  and  proper  dbtribution  made  of  the  proceeds. 

Gentlemen, 
Birectedf 
To  the  State  Navy  Board. 

*  8ee  Fisher's  letter,  p.  604. 
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Br.  DBtTMMOKB  TO  Tkeawkst  Whakton,  1777. 

Philada.  12  Aug*,  1777. 
GeDtlemen^ 

By  the  operation  of  the  Parole  ieQder'd  me  on  the  eyening  of  the 
4th  Instant  I  find  m jself  at  onoe  deprived  of  Sapport  &  Health ;  the 
former  from  the  loss  of  my  Practice  as  a  Physician,  the  latter  from 
olese  confinement  to  a  yery  small  &  inoonyenient  house  in  thissoltry 
season. 

I  cannot  imagine  it  was  intended  to  punish  me  in  this  manner 
without  the  allegation  of  any  Crime  whatever,  or  that  I  should  not 
enjoy  equal  Liberty  with  other  Gentlemen  in  the  same  Predicament. 
I  have  therefore  made  this  application  to  request  yo^  would 
consider  my  Oase^  &  grant  me  such  enlargement  as  yon  may  think 
jTMSonable. 

Ian, 

Gentlemen 

your  most  humbl  Serv* 

GEO.  DBUMMOND.« 

Directed^ 
To  The  President  &  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Qbn.  Potter  to  Prbsibbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Billingsport,  Aug"  12th;  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  the  Bearer  Col.  M'Mesters,  that  some  of  the 
sub-Lieutenants  of  Bucks  County  have  promised  to  there  People, 
that  they  shall  all  be  discharged  when  the  time  of  those  that  entered 
first  is  out,  the  first  entered  June  29th,  about  8  or  10  in  Captain 
Thomas'  Companey,  the  greater  Number  entered  on  the  eight  of 
July,  I  cant  dispence  with  the  law  and  discharge  the  men  bofour 
there  time  is  out,  with  out  your  order  for  so  doing. 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  Humbl  Serv^ 

JA8.  POTTER. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq., 
^Favour  of  \ 
Col.  M«Mesters.  ) 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  vol.  zi.,  p.  268. 
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BoABD  ov  Wab  to  Prbsidxnt  Whabtok,  1777* 

War  Office,  Aug*  12th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  deeire  yoti  will  prociue  as 
Officer  &  six  Gentlemen  of  the  Philadelphia  light  Horae  to  escort 
John  Penn  &  Benjamin  Chew,  Esqrs.,  as  Pris*'  to.Fredrickfiborg  in 
Virginia.  Yon  will  be  pleased  to  direct  them  to  call  at  the  War 
Offico,  &  receive  their  Instructions  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  haye  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Regard 

your  very  obed*  Berv* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec.* 

P.  S.   The  Pris^  are  considered  as  under  the  care  of  the  Oovetii- 
ment  of  this  State  untill  their  Departure  from  Phikda. 

Directed. 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  Preudent  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Committee  for  dkiving  off  Cattle. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  President  and  Council. 

The  Committee  for  driving  off  Cattle  of  the  first  Class,  are  fully 
scnseable  of  the  Necessity  and  utility  of  the  Resolve  of  Assembly 
when  the  aproach  of  the  Knemy  shall  make  it  necessary. 

And  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  not  in  our  Power  to  put  the  Reso- 
lution of  Assembly  in  force,  for  the  following  reasons  f ,  viz  : 

Thai '  they  cannot  drive  away  the  Live  Stock  themselves,  &  the 
words  'A3asonable  Allowance  to  be  Paid  to  such  as  we  may  Call  to 
our  assist ince,  is  so  vague  and  uncertain  that  no  helpe  Can  be  had 
by  such  an  offer. 

And  when  it  is  put  in  our  Power,  we,  Gentlemen,  are  willing  and 
Ready  to  Prooeede  to  the  trust  Repos'd  in  us. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  whole, 

SAM^SWIPT. 
Aug.  12,  1777. 

♦  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XT.,  pp.  2G5,  266. 
t  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  266. 
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Rbsolvb  of  Gongrbss. 

July  31,  1777. 

On  a  report  of  the  Board  of  War. 

Reitolved :  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Supreme  Ezecativo 
CouDcil  of  the  State  of  PeaDsylvania^  forthwith  to  make  prisoners 
of  the  late  orown  and  proprietary  officers,  and  other  persons  in  and 
near  this  city,  as  are  disaffected  or  may  be  dangerous  to  the  public 
liberty,  and  send  them  back  into  the  country  ;  there  to  be  confined 
or  enlarged  upon  parole,  as  their  characters  and  behaviour  may 
require. 


In  Congress,  August  12^  1777. 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania  vraa  laid  before  Congress,  as  follows  : 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  August  12th,  1777. 
Ordered, 

That  Information  be  given  to  Congress  that  the  Hon'bic  John 
Penn,  Esq',  late  Oovemonr  of  Pen nsjr Ivan ia,  and  Benjamin  Chew, 
Esq',  late  Chief  Justice,  Register-Oeneral  of  wills,  &c.,  and  one  of 
the  Oovernour's  Council  of  the  same,  have  been  made  Prisoners 
-agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress ;  that  both  refuse  to 
aign  a  parole  of  any  kind  ;  and  that  Congress  be  requested  imme- 
diately to  order  them  to  be  removed  out  of  this  State. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

TT  MATLACK,  Sccr'y. 

Whereupon  Congress  passed  the  following  Order : 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  having  informed 
Congress  that  the  Hon'ble  John  Penn,  Esq',  late  Govcmour  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Benjamin  Chew,  Esq',  late  Chief  Justice,  &c., 
are  made  Prisoners  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress ; 
and  that  they  have  refused  to  sign  a  parole  of  any  Kind  ;  and  the 
said  Council  having  requested  Congress  to  order  Them  to  be  removed 
out  of  the  State  : 

Ordered, 

That  the  Board  of  War  give  Directions  for  the  Conveyance  of 
those  Oentlemen,  under  Guard,  to  Frcdericksburgh,  in  Virginia ; 
and  that  the  Goveraour  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  appoint  some 
proper  Place  for  the  reception  of  those  Gentlemen ;  and  to  order 

22* 
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that  they  be  safely  seeured^and  entertained  agreeable  to  their  rank 
and  Station  in  Life 

Copy  from  the  Jonrnals. 

William  Ch.  Honston,  D  Secr'y. 

Aug.  14. 
A  letter  from  the  hon*'«  John  Penn,  Esq',  to  the  hon*>«  the  presi- 
dent, requesting  Congress  to  admit  him  to  his  parole,  and  a  memo- 
rial from  Benjamin  Chew,  Esq',  containing  the  same  request,  were 
laid  before  Congress,  and  thereupon 

Ordered  that  the  board  of  war  take  such  parole  from  the  said 
gentlemen  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  that  the  order  of  Tuesday 
fast  for  their  removal  to  Virginia  be  superseded. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Archibald  McClban  to  Pres't  Bryan,  1777. 
York,  W^  August,  1777. 

May  it  please  Tour  Honour. 

Yours  of  the  17th  ult.  I  acknowledge  to  have  received,  but  not 
until  the  2*^  Instant,  which  was  on  the  last  Day  of  the  Week,  on 
which  a  Court  ought  to  haye  been  held  here  of  Course  3  and  in 
order  to  answer  its  principal  Contents  (after  craving  Indulgence  for 
my  Prolixity)  I  shall  give  some  account  of  what  I  have  found,  and 
yet  do  find,  to  be  the  state  of  this  County,  whereby  Council  will  be 
enabled  to  form  a  just  judgment  of  the  Causes  of  our  Inactivity. 

The  General  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  was  brought 
hero  upon  the  21'^  Day  of  June  last,  at  which  Time  M'.  M""- 
Gonougby  was  abroad  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  did  not  return 
homo  until  the  2b*^  of  the  said  Month,  and  as  I  had  just  left  Town 
when  it  was  brought  here,  it  was  committed  to  the  Care  of  a  Person 
to  deliver  to  me,  who  not  going  directly  to  the  Place  where  I  then 
was,  delivered  it  in  Charge  to  another  Person,  until  ho  should  oall 
for  it,  by  means  whereof  it  was  miscarried,  and  not  found  or  de- 
livered to  me  until  the  first  Day  of  Ju!y. 

As  soon  as  I  received  it,  I  convened  those  of  the  Justices  therein 
appointed,  which  were  within  the  Yidnity  of  this  Place,  and  with 
their  concurrence,  appointed  the  8^  Day  of  July,  then  next  ensuing^ 
for  all  the  Justices  appointed,  to  meet  at  York,  in  order  to  qualifyi 
or  otherwise  to  consult  together  and  conclude  what  steps  should  b% 
most  proper  to  pursue  in  the  present  Juncture,  and  accordingly  the 
more  to  facilitate  the  matter,  and  reduce  the  Information  of  the 
appointment  to  a  Certainty,  dispatched  expresses  with  written  notices 
thereof,  to  the  dwellings  of  each  of  the  Justices,  signifying  to  them 
their  nomination  and  the  said  appointment. 
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In  th*  ineaii  Time,  rtnd  tho'  I  shall  liere  mA%  mentiMi  of  pil^ 
ticolar  Namely  I  woula  ehooae  to  be  uoderetood  to  do  it  with  be- 
eoming  Delicaej  and  CaotioD,)  George  Roea^  Esq'.,  of  the  Borough 
of  Laneaater,  happened  to  eome  into  the  Goontj  on  a  Visit  of  Boai- 
ness  to  hia  Iron  Works,  and  aa  I  am  informed,  daring  the  Coarse  of 
his  Tonr  amongst  Individoala  into  whose  Company  he  might  ooca^ 
fionally  have  fallen,  threw  ererj  embarrassment  and  o&traetion 
in  the  Way,  which  his  Disaffection  to  Oovemment  and  frnitful 
Inyention  eoald  sn^geat,  in  order  to  present  the  Bzeoation  of 
Oovemment,  and  to  indaoe,  excite,  intimidate  and  prevent  the  Jnv 
tiees  from  qnaiifyiag  and  exercising  their  Powers  in  tde  Di8oher2e 
of  the  Dnties  of  their  appointment,  And  on  the  8^  Day  of  Jo\f 
before  mentioned,  tho'  he  arrived  here  on  the  Day  before,  being  then 
on  his  Betorn  home  from  said  Works,  tarried  apparently  for  the 
Purpose  of  openly  endeayouring  to  prevent  the  Jostices  from  qualify- 
ing, and  which  he  affeoted  with  divers,  by  setting  forth  in  strong 
Terms  the  Dangers  and  Difficulties  they  would  be  brought  into  in 
the  Execution  of  the  Magisterial  Duties,  under  the  present  govern* 
ment,  asserting  and  declaring  That,  at  the  agreement  then  lately  en- 
tered into  at  Philadelphia  between  the  differing  Parties,  for  and  against 
the  present  Frame  of  Government,  it  was  openly  and  particularly 
stipulated  and  agreed  That  matters  of  Government  should  not  be 
intermeddled  with  under  the  present  Frame,  in  anywise,  so  that 
Determinations  under  it  should  have  Effect ;  That  the  Courts  of 
Justice  were  not  to  be  opened  under  it ;  and  only  so  much  of  it 
made  use  of  and  supported  as  would  carry  into  Execation'our  Oppo- 
sition to  our  Enemies,  and  Defence  of  ourselves  against  their  attempts 
to  subjugate  and  Enslave  us ;  and  nothing  farther  than  what  arose 
from  this  necessity,  or  was  unav6idably  connected  with  it,  was  to  be 
adopted,  undertaken,  or  proceeded  in  until  a  New  Convention  should 
be  called. 

Furthermore  asserting  and  declaring  openly.  That  not  any  of  the 
Laws  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  are  binding  upon  the  Inhabi- 
tants thereof,  because  the  Members  which  constituted  that  House 
were  not  elected  by  a  Majority  of  the  People,  and  that  the  said  laws 
cannot  be  put  into  Execution.  And  that  he  would  Challenge  and 
dare  any  Jury  to  find  and  pass  a  Verdict  against  any  delinquent;  for 
transgression  or  Disobedience  -,  All  which  sentiments  and  Doctrines 
I  find  divers  Men  of  Weight  here  have  imbibed,  either  of  themselves 
or  from  the  Information  of  what  he  openly  and  privately  expressed 
whilst  in  the  County ;— By  which  means  the  sinews  of  the  Executive 
part  of  Government  here  are  very  much  weakened ;  The  zeal  of  the 
aealous  for  the  Establishment  and  Preservation  of  legal  order  and 
the  Defence  of  our  Liberties  is  damped  and  discount;,  the  w^k 
tho'  well  meaning  are  intimidated;  and  the  obstinate  are  made  in- 
corrigible. 

Under  this  state  of  Matters  only  Twelve  of  the  Jnstices  qualified 
upon  the  9«^  Day  of  July  and  two^since  vi«.  on  the  14*'»  of  the  same 
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Month,  baviag  in  view  That  the  Peaoe  of  the  Gonntj  shonU  he 
maintained,  and  an  opportunity  afforded  to  the  Inhabitants  to  take 
the  oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  state,  as  reqnired  by  the  late  aot  of 
Assembly ;  And  as  it  was  then  the  Hnrry  of  the  Harvest,  and  no 
offioers  of  the  Court  appointed  or  qualified,  and  a  sufficient  Number 
of  Individuals  had  not  taken  the  oath  of  Fidelity,  even  to  compose  a 
Jury,  The  Justices  ooncluded  not  to  open  the  Court  at  that  Term, 
alledging  That  if  the  above  Representation  was  frue,  an  ill  timed 
and  wrong  judged  Temerity  might  be  attended  with  worse  conse- 
quences, than  an  omission  or  partial  neglect  of  Duty. 

Moreover,  of  the  Justices  appointed,  who  did  not  meet  and  quali- 
fy, some  of  them  have  taken  an  active  part,  to  prevent  others  from 
doing  it,  and  have  also  given,  and  doth  continue  to  give  Opposition 
to  the  Exercise  of  Gbvernment,  by  not  only  refusing  to  take  the 
Test  required  by  Law  themselves,  but  by  describing  it  as  impolitioi 
Severe,  cruel,  unjust,  breathing  Tyranny,  and  injudicious  in  the 
alternatives,  doth  prevent  the  timid  and  Ignorant,  from  falling  in 
with  and  embracing  it. 

Under  this  Head  £  cannot  omit  to  mention,  (and  I  hope  to  be  nn- 
derstood,  to  do  it  with  as  much  Tenderness  and  delicacy  as  the  Na* 
tare  of  the  case  will  bear,  and  that  in  Confidence)  Respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  In  whom  I  do  confess  I 
have  been  deceived,  that  tho'  in  a  languid  supine  and  as  if  disin- 
terested, lifeless,  careless  and  indifferent  manner,  he  pretends  to  do 
and  perform  the  Duties  of  his  station  as  Lieutenant,  yet  he  presumes 
to  continue  to  act  without  having  yet  taken  the  oath  nof  Fidelity  to 
the  State  as  enjoined  by  the  late  act  of  assembly,  which  I  cannot 
but  construe  as  an  audacious  trifling  and  dispensing  with  Law  and 
Government;  But  in  the  mesn  Time  I  will  do  him  the  Justtoe  to 
say  That  I  have  heard  him  tell  others  that  it  ought  to  be  complied 
with.  The  force  of  which  Inculcation  is  nevertheless,  destroyed  by 
his  own  Example. 

The  Commission  for  William  Rowan,  appointing  him  sheriff  for 
the  County,  I  am  informed  is  come,  tho'  I  have  not  seen  it,  neither 
hath  he  called  for  it,  and  which  I  am  doubtful  will  have  a  farther 
Tendency  to  disgust  a  Number  of  those  who  formerly  were  leading 
Men  in  the  Couuty,  as  he  is  very  disagreeable  to  them,  and  said  to 
be  a  very  unfit  and  unsuitable  Person  for  the  office ;  and  it  is  really 
doubted  whether  he  can  find  the  requisite  security  within  the 
County. 

The  Commission  coming  to  him  was  very  unexpected  to  me,  tho' 
in  Reality  I  am  to  be  charged  with  neglect  in  not  Writing  sooner, 
but  my  Motives  were  That  I  hoped  and  expected  some  of  our  lead- 
ing  Men  would  ere  now  have  altered  the  Line  of  their  Conduct,  and 
therefore  postponed,  that  I  might  not  be  obliged  to  give  the  Council 
such  a  disagreeable  account  of  our  publick  affairs,  and  did  I  now  see 
a  Prospect  of  Things  being  more  favourable  I  would  not  have  given 
you  the  Trouble  of  thb  either  in  Matter  or  Language  as  it  stands. 
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Bui  I  Bbtll  pTOoeed  to  infonD  the  Govncil  whj  I  did  not  expect 
the  CommissioD  to  be  sent  to  William  Bowan :  On  my  Return  here 
from  the  Assemblj,  Vii',  on  the  first  day  of  April,  and  being  then 
appointed  to  some  of  the  offices  in  this  County,  I  immediately  waited 
npon  Mr.  Charles  Lukens,  the  sheriff  elect,  and  who  the  electors 
had  in  view  at  the  Time  of  the  Election,  in  order  finally  to  know 
his  Mind,  whether  he  would  or  would  not  accept  of  the  office  of 
Sheriff  for  the  County  the  Remainder  of  the  year,  To  which  he  con- 
sented*, That  if  he  could  be  indulged  with  a  iUeputy,  and  if  Oovem- 
ment  was  established  he  would  serve  the  County ;  I  shortly  after  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia,  Vis.  about  the  middle  of  April,  in  order  to 
bring  up  my  family,  at  which  Time  the  Council  having  adjourned  I 
was  disappointed  of  making  mention  of  the  Matter  unto  the  Members 
in  Council,  and  after  essaying  divers  Times  to  wait  npon  the  Secre- 
tary, I  was  also  disappointed  by  his  not  being  at  Home  at  the  Times 
I  called,  until  the  Morning  of  the  Day  that  I  set  out  from  Phila- 
delphia fcir  this  Place,  viz.  the  26th  Day  of  April,  when  I  ao- 
guainted  him  of  my  Conversation  with  Mr.  Lukens,  and  that  he 
ad  Consented  to  serve  in  that  office,  and  that  if  the  Commission 
had  not  been  then  granted  toM'.  Rowan,  nor  a  Promise  or  Grant 
thereof  made  to  him,  The  consent  of  M'  Lukens  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Council,  when  they  should  again  meet,  that  they  might  take 
such  order  therein,  and  do  what  to  them  should  seem  meet,  and 
which  'M'  Matlack  promised  to  charge  his  memory  with,  and  inform 
the  Council  thereof;  This  matter  being  then  stipulated  aad  settled 
(as  I  tho't)  and  the  8th  Day  of  July,  as  before  mentioned,  being 
appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  Justices,  I  dispatched  a  letter  to 
M'  Lukens,  then  at  Carlisle,  informing  him  thereof,  and  that  I  re- 
quested his  attendance  here,  and  desired  to  know  whether  he  would  yet 
serve  as  Sheriff  for  the  county  the  remainder  of  the  year,  on  receipt 
of  which  he  readily  came  over,  and  informed  me  that  as  he  had  re- 
moved his  Family  to  Carlisle,  ho  could  not  attend  here  constantly 
bat  that  he  would  accept  the  office,  and  superintend  the  same  with 
carefulness,  until  he  could  again  remove  here ;  But  the  commission . 
to  M'  Rowan,  coming  up  so  shortly  after,  and  the  backwardness  and 
aversion  of  those  who  ought  to  be  active  at  this  time,  prevented  me 
from  sending  this  account  until  now. 

These  things  I  have  mentioned  so  particularly  inasmuch  as  M' 
Rowans  commission  yet  remaineth  in  town,  and  he  hath  not  applied 
with  his  security,  that  the  Council  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
ikcts,  may  take  such  order  and  give  such  directions  as  to  them  may 
seem  meet. 

I  now  mention  the  names  of  those  Gentlemen,  which  were  in  the 

8 moral  commission  and  who  have  hitherto  neglected  to  take  the 
ath  of  fidelity,  and  to  qualify  as  Justices,  Viz.  David  McConoughy, 
Richard  McCalister,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Ewing,  John  Hinkle, 
John  Harbaoh,  Thomas  Fisher,  and  John  Mickle,  Jun',  of  whom 
some  have  been  active  in  their  endeavours  to  prevent  others  from 
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qf^Vyingf  and  soma  abroad^  and  oAera  inatteatiTay  timid,  and  In* 
different* 

In  respeet  to  tlie  offices  of  Register  and  Beoorderi*  which  I  have 
opened  and  attendeth  npon,  I  find  no  interruption  either  in  atten- 
dance or  execution,  and  of  the  Prothonotaries  Office  I  have  not 
hitherto  received  the  Books  and  Papers,  the  Reason  whereof  I  shall 
now  give,  that  upon  examination  of  the  Books,  which  hsd  been  kept 
hyJA'  StevensoD,  the  Books  of  the  Register's  Office  and  the  Orphan's 
Court  were  so  blended,  that  they  cannot  be  separated,  sifd  the 
Orphans'  Court  Books  with  the  Prothonotarj's,  parts  of  the  Records 
and  proceedings  of  which,  are  in  the  same  Books,  with  the  Records 
of  the  other,  so  that  until  I  am  vested  with  authority  to  receive  the 
Orphans'  Court  Papers  and  Records,  I  cannot  with  propriety  receive 
the  others,  neither  can  I  receive  the  Papers  of  the  Quarter  Sessions 
unless  authority  is  first  vested  in  me  for  that  Purpose. 

The  publick  seals  to  be  made  use  of  for  the  County,  is  a  matter 
which  I  presume  ought  to  be  considered,  and  the  Form,  siie,  and 
Device  I  always  chose  to  be  submitted  to  the  Directions  of  Council, 
and  for  that  Purpose  spoke  with  Mr.  Matlack,  and  also  Col.  John 
Morris,  before  I  left  Philadelphia,  (but  I  suppose  that  hurry  of 
Business  hath  prevented  their  attention  thereto)  and  whenever  they 
are  com  pleated  I  shall  instantly  procure  the  Payment  thereof,  but  as 
on  the  one  Hand  I  have  been  sometimes  discouraged  from  the 
Causes  before  mentioned,  and  on  the  other,  not  receiving  any  aooount 
Relative  thereto^  from  either  bf  those  gentlemen,  the  matter  rested^ 
and  Delay  hath  been  the  Consequence.  But  if  Oovemment  is 
carried  into  Execution,  they  ought  to  be  provided,  and  I  would 
humbly  request  Directions  therein  from  Council,  as  I  neither  expect 
Directions  or  assistance  at  present  from  hence. 

Haviog  in  a  full  and  explicit,  tho'  tedious  manner.  Related  the 
situation  of  this  County  at  present  In  Respect  to  legal  and  Civil 
matters,  I  would  humbly  Request  of  Council  to  point  out  to  me  what 
Line  of  Conduct  I  shall  observe,  and  as  much  as  possible  promote 
the  good  and  salutary  effects  of  government  and  act  with  safety  to 
myself;  And  in  particular,  I  would  request  to  be  truly  informed 
Relative  to  the  Extend  of  the  before  hinted  agreement  which  should 
have'been  entered  into  between  the  Friends  of  the  present  Frame  of 
Oovemment,  and  those  who  were  in  the  opposition  thereto,  and 
whether  the  operations  of  the  executive  paits  of  government  were 
thereby  limited  and  restrained  in  the  manner  before  set  forth  by  M'. 
Ross,  as  I  can  with  Certainty  and  Safety  assure  yon  Sir,  That  the 
Propagation  of  that  Doctrine  by  him  and  others,  hath  been  the 
source  of  the  inactivity,  supineness  and  obstinacy  under  which  we 
are  now  settled  and  likely  to  remain }  And  if  the  Matter  hath  been 
aggravated  and  misrepresented  by  him^  The  true  state  thereof  from 

*  See  ColoD.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  187, 191. 
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OoumB  will  prodtioe  oooridemUe  Mlntafj  eleets  in  promotntf  the 
UDion  and  Peace  of  the  People,  and  greatly  facililate  tlieir  anDniia* 
aion  to  the  jnst  and  legal  optrationa  cl  Government 

The  Return  of  Joatioea  for  the  Townahip  of  Bezwioh  I  have 
reeeived  and  aend  inclosed,  on  which  I  shall  just  mention,  and  after- 
wards submit,  the  appointment  to  Council ;  1  was  informed  by  M'. 
M^Calister  That  M'.  Slagle  would  not  serve  in  the  office,  and  he 
being  for  many  years  past  a  Magistrate,  and  his  Experience,  joined 
with  his  greit  Influence  amongst  the  Germans  would  render  him 
donbly  neefol  at  this  Time ;  I  made  it  my  Business  to  wait  upon 
him  in  order  to  inform  myaelf  of  the  Matter,  so  that  no  Disappoint* 
ment  in  that  Gaao  might  ensue ;  on  which  he  gave  me  full  assuranca 
That  he  will  accept  the  office  and  act  therein,  if  appointed;  and 
farther,  M'.  Lilly,  the  other  Person,  on  the  Return,  and  who  is  by 
situation  a  next  Neighbor  to  M'.  Slagle,  doth  not  incline  to  act  on 
account  of  his  Domestic  Affiiirs,  should  he  be  appointed.  This  In- 
fohoation  I  tho't  it  my  Duty  to  give.  That  Council  being  informed, 
may  act  as  to  them  may  seem  meet  in  the  Premises,  but  I  would  be 
glad  that  one  of  them  were  as  soon  as  possible  appointed,  as  there 
IB  a  large  scope  of  Country  there,  which  is  now  destitute,  by  Reason 
of  M'.  M^'Calister's  non  acceptance  and  absolute  Refusal  to  servOi 
thro'  disaffection  to  The  Frame  of  Government. 

The  Return  for  Manchester  Township  is  not  yet  brought  to  mci 
nor  have  I  been  enabled  to  procure  it,  tho'  I  have  had  sundry 
promises  thereof;  The  Names  of  the  Persons,  however,  are  Peter 
\Volf  and  Frederick  Eichelberger,  both  of  whom  are  good  judicioiia 
Men,  and  as  I  am  informed,  are  both  willing  to  act  if  appointed.  I 
conversed  with  Peter  Wolf,  and  he  testified  bis  Consent  to  me,  and 
as  the  Township  is  large,  and  joins  to  this  Town,  where  the  Justices 
are  few  considering  the  number  of  the  Inhabitants;  I  would  pre- 
sume That  if  Council  can  proceed  upon  thia  Information^  It  would 
not  be  unnecessary  to  nominate  both. 

It  is  true,  and  I  mention  it  for  the  farther  Information  of  Oonnoil, 
That  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  are  desirous  to  hold 
another  Election,  alledging  that  tho'  the  above  named  Persons  were 
their  Cboioe  at  that  Time,  yet  they  some  Time  after  the  Election, 
which  was  hold  at  the  Time  fixed  by  the  act  of  assembly  foir  that 
purpose,  said  that  they  would  not  accept  thereof;  But  as  they  now 
Consent,  I  presume  That  is  not  a  legal  Bar  in  the  Way  of  their 
appointment  This  acc^  I  had  from  the  Person  who  hath  the 
Return,  and  he  did  not  Incline  to  give  it  me,  until  the  Township 
would  hold  the  proposed  Election,  How  be  it  I  will  endeavour  as 
soon  aa  poaaible  to  procure  the  Return  and  transmit  it. 

Having  thus  given  an  impartial  aeoonnt  of  the  state  of  the  County, 
if  Government  is  to  be  fully  put  in  force,  I  shall  be  happy  in  receiv- 
ing the  Direction  and  Orders  of  Council;  and  will  do  my  endeavours 


520  PBNNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1777. 

as  &r  as  my  ProviDoe  Extends  to  Ezeonte  the  Trust  Beposed  in 
me  with  Fidelity.  ^ 

I  am  May  it  Please  your  EoDOur, 

Yoar  Honour's  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

ARCHIBALD  M'CLEAN. 

The  Honourable  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esquire^ 

P.  S.  There  is  urgent  neoessity  for  the  opening  an  Orphans' 
Court,  but  whether  that  can  be  done  with  propriety,  before  the 
Sessions  and  other  Courts  are  opened  I  shall  submit  to  the  Council 
k  be  guided  by  their  Directions. 


Warbakt  for  Arrbst  of  seybral  pbrsons  15  Tore* 
COUNTT,  1777. 

Pennsylrania,  ss. 

By  sundry  depositions'*'  from  the  County  of  York,  in  said  state, 
taken  before  William  Leas,  Esq',  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in 
&  for  said  County.  It  appears  that  a  certain  Lieu*  Reynolds,  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  aditional  Regiments,  and  a  certain  W".  M^'Cov 
said  to  be  a  Lieu*  of  Cap*  Shea's  comp^,  &  one  Ogilvie,  with 

divers  others  to  Deponeuts  then  unknown,  on  the  second  day  of  this 
Instant,  August,  did  in  a  Riotous  manner  assault  and  beat  and  other- 
ways  ill  treate  Daniel  Messerly,  Esq'%  Casper  Donner,  Cap*  Daniel 
May,  George  Foehler^  John  Kurtz  and  John  Detter,  all  of  the 
County  afs'd. 

This  is  to  authorize  and  and  impower  yon  forthwith  to  apprehend 
the  said  William  McCoy,  Lieu*  Reynolds  and,  Ogilvie,  if  found,  in 
your  Baliwicke,  and  the  said  William  McCoy,  Lieu*  Reynolds  and 
Ogilvie,  and  them  or  cither  of  them  bring  beiore  the  Supreme  Exe- 
cutive Council  of  said  State  to  answer  unto  said  complaint  and  to  be 
further  dealt  with  according  to  law.     Given  under  my  hand,  &c. 

August  13**,  1777. 

Signed, 

G.  BRYAN,  V.  P. 
Directed. 

To  James  Claypoole,  Esq',  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

*  See  the  depositions  on  page  497-500. 
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Stats  Navy  Boabp  to  Sup&xmb  Exbcutivb  Council,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board,  Aug»  18%  1777. 
Oentlemeii, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  for  famishing  James  Hoplcins,  Esq% 
with  a  Boat  &  Eight  men  to  proceed  down  the  River  &  Bay  of  Del* 
aware  We  issued  our  orders  to  the  Commodore  who  furnished  him 
with  a  Shallop  &  3  men  as  abo  Four  Batteaus  &  Eight  men.  Six 
whereof  were  procured  from  Colo.  William  Bradford  at  the  Camp 
near  Billingsport  &  the  other  Two  were  hired.  And  it  appears  to 
us  that  they  left  Billinesport  the  Fourteenth  of  July,  ult,  &  returned 
to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  the  Ninth  Inst.,  &  was  upon  the  servioe 
Tweaty-eeven  Days. 

By  order  of  y*  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLEWEB,  Cm. 

Directed, 
To  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Colonel  Galbraith  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancasteri  14th  August,  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Exoellenoie^ 

Sir,  since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  5^  Ins*  I  have  had  a  General 
Tower  thro^  the  battalions  already  formed  in  this  County,  &  havo 
set  nearly  three  Eighths  of  the  Battalions  on  foot  for  the  Camp  at 
Chester,  (as  I  reo'd  no  answer  to  my'la&t)  most  of  which  I  hope  will 
arrive  at  Camp  by  the  middle  of  next  week.  They  have  neither 
arms,  aoooutriments,  Camp-kittles,  &c.,  except  blankets,  which  they 
had  Perticular  orders  to  Procure.  Their  Number  supposed  to  be 
near  1,000  men,  the  militia  of  the  Borough  I  have  detained  on  Acd* 
of  the  Prisoners.  I  have  consulted  the  gun-smiths  of  this  county  as 
to  making  of  arms  &  they  in  a  General  way  hoid  out  from  £8.  si 5. 
to  j69  for  Musquetts  &  Byooet ;  Shocking  prices  I  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  agree  with  them  at  sueh  rates,  but  at  the  same  time  pro- 
posed to  give  them  the  Philad*  prices:  in  answer  to  which  they 
were  willing  to  make  arms  on  the  same  pay  the  Philadelphiaos  did, 
provided  they  could  procure  Materials  at  the  same  rate,  which  they 
were  at  this  time  not  possessed  of.  As  to  the  600  stand  of  arma 
lately  made  in  thb  county,  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  a  poor  aoeowat 
of  them'. 

I  hacve  herewith  sent  you  the  veports  of  officers  elected  itt  fottt 
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Battalions,  for  Gommittions,  which  are  all  that's  oome  to  my  hand 
as  yet ;  hope  thej  may  be  made  o«t  aa  quiek  as  possible  so  that  Iha 
offioers  may  have  them,  as  many  of  them  are  near  to  the  camp  now. 

By  day  after  to-morrow  I  hope  to  have  all  the  Districts,  in  the 
Gonnty  formed,  with  &  withoat  returns ;  matters  seem  to  have  a 
mnch  better  lace  with  us  now  than  some  time  a^,  &  hope  that  in 
m  little  time  matters  will  go  on  smooth.  The  pnsooers  of  war  and 
tones  were  rec'd  on  their  arrival  at  Suequehannah  by  sudi  guard  aa 
was  ordered,  &  marched  off  without  delay. 

As  to  Perticulars  here,  Mr.  Hubbley  is  in  Town  ft  can  inform  yon 
much  better  than  I  can  with  my  pen.  I  have  the  honour  to  rest 
your  Excellencies  most 

Obedient  humble  servant, 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH, 
Lieu^  fbr  Lancaster  County. 
Dtr^dedf 

On  publick  service. 

To  His  Excelleneie,  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq',  Presed*  SUte  of  Penqrv* 
Fhilad^     By  a  soldier. 

P.  S.  Colo.  Rodgerses  return  of  Battalion  is  come  to  hand  after 
my  letter  was  wrote,  but  not  sealed,  therefore  inclose  it  with  the 
others,  &  so  much  hurried  have  not  time  to  Copy  them  off  to  the 
Secretary,  but  hope  that  they  are  plain  enough  to  make  out  the 
Commissions.  I  shall  be  able  in  a  day  or  two  to  Furnish  you  those 
to  be  sent  to  Gamp.  GanH  do  it  now  as  I  have  to  ride  18  miles  this 
morning  to  hold  an  Election  in  one  of  the  districts. 
Your  Excel<^  most  ob*  Humble 

BervS  in  haste. 
BARTREH  OALBRAITH,  L.  L.  0. 

15th  Aug*,  1777.    4  o'clock,  A.  M. 


OBinsBAL  Conway  to  Supekmb  Executivb  Cotmcn.,  177T. 

Gamp,  the  15th  August,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  the  honouf  to  Command  a  Pennsylvania  Brigade,  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  inform  you  of  the  situation  of  the  troops  entrusted 
to  me.  The  four  Pennsylvania  Regiments  in  Brigade  are  Veiy 
Weak*H>oe  is  two  hundred  men  strong,  the  three  others  are  upon 
aa  average,  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Having  lost  a  good  many  men 
since  our  arrival  in  this  State  by  the  seduction  of  the  officers  or  non 
Commissioned  officers  of  the  Georgia  Battalion,  and  of  those  be- 
langing  to  a  corps  rais'd,  I  am  toId|  by  a  Iteneh  artilleij  officer 
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ttXiei  Roman  ;  it  is  tbovghl,  wilh  gome  fumndalioii,  tb^re  %  good 
many  men  haye  been  DebauohM  by  tbe  Militia,  where  tbey  naye 
been  penaaded  to  serve  as  snbstitntes ;  this  injures  the  army  Tory 
vrach  and  makes  it  impossible  for  the  Begiments  to  fill  up;  the 
militia  in  general,  hurt  the  army,  and  are  absolutely  good  for  noth* 
iDg.  I  have  seen  it  clearly  this  Campaign,  and  it  is  equally  clear  I 
Belieye  to  every  ope  An  this  army,  if  (what  God  forbid)  any  mis- 
fortune happens  this  campaign,  it  will  arise  chiefly  from  the  foolish 
confidence  putt  in  Militia — the  Trenton  affiiir  is  no  proof  to  the 
contrary.  Women  and  Children  are  as  good  in  a  surprise  as  men. 
I  am  afraid  that,  fine  affair  has  Done  you  more  harm  than  good, 
for  it  has  fill'd  you  with  such  security  as  made  you  neglect  the 
proper  means  to  putt  your  army  upon  a  respectable  fooling.  It  is 
next  to  madness  to  imagine  that  undisciplined  troops  will  make  any 
thing  of  a  tolerable  stand  in  the  field  against  troops,  any  way  oflicer'd 
and  disciplined,  therefore,  my  opinion  is  that  you  should  attach  to 
each  Pennsylvania  Regiment  a  Militia  Company,  During  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  Campaign,  under  the  Denomination  of  State  Qran^ 
deers,  or  State  Volunteers,  or  Light  Infantry.  I  am  sure  they  will 
render  more  service  than  six  times  the  number  of  Militia  together ; 
pro^r  regulations  might  be  made  to  make  this  agreeable  to  the 
Militia,  and  it  would  do  some  service  to  the  army,  as  I  am  pretty 
sure  that  the  other  States  would  soon  follow  the  salutary  example. 
I  am  with  Respect, 

Oentlemen, 

.  your  most  obed'  humble  serv% 

T.  CONWAY,  B.  G. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honorable  Board  of  War  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia. 


SUPRBMB  EXBCUTIVB  COUNOIL  TO  LiBUTBNANTS  OF  CbBTAIN 

Counties,  1777. 

Circular  to  the  following  Counties,  Northampton  850,  Berks  850. 
To  the  Lieu,  of  the  Counties  ) 
of  Northampton  &  Berks,  j 

Philadelphia,  August  16,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Congress,  on  the  8*  In^,  passed  a  Resolve  Tmpowering  GkiK 
Washington  to  demand  of  the  States  of  New  Bampshire,  Massaehu* 
setts  Bay,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey  &  Pennsylvania, 
such  number  of  the  Militia  of  each  State  as  he  thongfat  neeesaarf 
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te  mst  ibe  army  in  the  Northern  Department,  io  aenre  vntil  ili« 
15  November  of  next,  unless  sooner  relieved  by  the  Continental 
Troops,  or  dismissed  by  the  Commanding  offioer  of  the  Department 
Gen.  Gates  being  appointed  to  eommand  the  Northern  Army  has, 
in  oonsequenoe  of  s'd  Resolve,  applyed  to  the  State  for  750  Men  as 
a  proportionable  part  of  such  of  the  Militia  as  His  ISxcellencyi 
Gen.  Washington,  thinks  neoessary  to  demand  of  the  several  States 
apon  this  Occasion.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has,  heretofora^ 
disoovered  a  noble  spirit  in  this  glorious  struggle  for  Liberty,  ana 
therefore  the  Council  (Dsnnot  doubt  that  the  Militia  of  your  County 
will  now  torn  out  and  assist  their  Bretheren  in  the  adjoyning  State  of 
New  York,  with  the  utmost  oheerfulness,  for  it  is  much  better  thai 
we  attack  the  enemy  at  a  distance  than  at  Home ;  this  truth  woeful 
experience  has  evinced  to  the  good  people  of  New  Jersey  our  readi* 
ness  to  step  out  of  this  State  to  aid  our  Bretheren  in  anotheC|  and 
who  are  all  concerned  in  the  same  Virtuous  Cause,  will  intitle  us  to 
^xpeet  the  same  friendly  assistance.  I  therefore  request  you  to  call 
■out  the  2'  class  of  the  Militia  of  your  County,  &  File  those  with 
yours,  make  up  the  number  demanded  and  onlered  from  Bucks 
County,  all  who  arQ  immediately  to  march  to  ,  and 

follow  such  orders  as  they  may  receive  from  Gen.  Gates,  or  the 
officer  oommanding.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  to  you  for  the 
information  &  satisfaction  of  the  Gentlemen  that  may  compose  the 
second  Class,  that  from  this  City,  the  County,  &  County  of  Bucks, 
two  Classes  have  each  served  their  2*  month,  and  the  third  is  now 
on  Duty,  &  also  two  Classes  from  Chester,  and  one  firom  York  & 
Cumberland ;  the  situation  of  the  two  back  Counties,  Northumbsr- 
land  k  Weetmoreland,  respecting  the  Indians,  makes  it  necessary  at 
thb  time  to  permit  the  Militia  to  remain  at  home. 
I  am  with  respect  S*, 

your  very  hum.  sei*, 

Note — one  of  the  Glasses  of  Philadelphia  County  did  march  to 
Jersey  with  alacrity  as  soon  as  called  upon. 


Sup.  Exb.  Council  to  Frederick  Leimback,  Esqr,  1T77» 

Philad*,  August  15, 177T. 
Sir, 

The  Petition  of  Henry  Funk  &  Geo.  Kreibel  was  this  day  laid 
before  the  Council  representing  that  they  have  lately  been  appra^ 
Jhended  in  the  County  of  their  residence  and  committed  to  the  Goal 
x)f  this  County  by  you,  for  refusing  to  take  and  subscribe  the  te9t 
required  by  the  laws  of  thi.<«  State  to  be  taken,  and  praying  that  a 
day  may  be  appointed  for  the  hearing  of  this  complaint  in  order 
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thai  Aey  waaj  obUtin  that  liberty  to  whioh  they  apprehend  they  are 
intitled. 

The  Goancil,  having  taken  the  said  petition  into  their  considera- 
don,  have  directed  me  to  write  to  you  on  this  rabject,  and  to  remind 
yon  that  the  law  is  clear  and  express  as  to  the  circumstance  which 
ahall  justify  the  commitment  of  a  person  refusing  or  neglecting  to 
take  the  teat — to  wit,  traveRing  out  of  the  County/  or  city  in  which 
he  usually  rendes,  without  the  certificate,  &c.  But^  from  the  repre- 
aentation  of  the  petitioners  they  were  not  found  travelling  out  of 
the  County  in  which  they  usually  reside,  nor  does  the  contrary 
appear  by  the  commitment,  it  will,  therefore,  be  highly  proper  for 
jou  to  reoonsidei'  the  ease  of  the  petitioners,  and  if  you  fad  any 
difficulty  arise  therein,  it  will  be  adviseable  to  call  to  your  assistance 
two  other  Justices,  and  if,  after  such  conference,  you  shall  still  find 
any  dilBoulty  arise  to  prevent  the  enlargement  of  Uie  petitioners 
Council  appoint  the  9th  of  September  for  hearing  both  parties,  but 
this  there  is  reason  to  hope  will  not  be  found  necessary.  I  am  di- 
rected by  the  Council  to  aesire  jou  to  bo  careful  not  to  extend  this 
law  further  than  the  words  of  it  will  fully  justify,  and  it  will  there- 
fore, &o.* 

Directed^ 
To  Frederick  Leimback|  Esqr. 


BsfiOLTig  OF  Congress,  1777. 

Kztract  from  a  letter  of  Colonel  Richardson,  dated  Sussex  County, 
9  August,  1777. 

<'  I  have  in  my  possession  one  hundred  and  ninety  nine  eoonterw 
feit  thirty  dollar  bills,  which  I  took  from  Thomas  Cockayne  of  this 
county,  agent  to  a  Walter  Franklin  of  New  Tork,  &  I  transmit  to 
vou  a  letter  from  Franklin  to  Cockayne,  which  accompanied  the 
bills  from  York.  Upon  examination  it  appears  that  a  Thomas 
Lightfoot  (who  is  concerned  with  Franklin  in  an  Iron  Works) 
received  the  letter  and  bills  from  Simon  Kollick  &  delivered  thea 
to  Cockayne.  Lightfoot  and  Cockayne  were  carried  before  a  Magis- 
trate, and  after  being  examined  by  him  they  were  disoharged.  By 
propositions  from  Cockayne  to  Adams  (a  copy  of  which  I  transmit) 
it  is  evident  they  had  a  design  to  circulate  the  bills.''  < 

Extracted  by  CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
«  See  Cd.  Boo.  Vol.  XL,  p.  269. 
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In  Congress,  August  15, 1777. 
Besolved,  That  the  part  of  Colonel  RiohardBon's  lettery  wluch 
lelates  to  Thomas  Lightfoot*  be  sent  to  the  Ezeeutiye  Coonoil  at 
Pennajlvania  with  a  request  to  have  him  seoored. 
Extract  from  the  Minutea, 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Betfj. 


(Copt.)    Lettbe  from  Gxn.  Washihqton  to  GoNaKBBa, 

1777- 

.Head  QuarterB^  Camp  at  Oron  roads,  Aug.  15»  1777. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Da  Coadrayf  has  laid  before  me  a  plan  of  the  river,  by  which 
it  appears  that  for  a  considerable  space  between  the  two  sand  banks 
on  the  east  side  of  Fort  Island  there  is  from  four  to  4}  fathoms 
depth  of  water.  According  to  this  representation  there  wonld  be 
room  for  three  frigates  to  lie  between  those  banks,  in  such  a  position 
as  to  enfilade  the  works  at  Fort  Island  and  make  it  difficult  to  main- 
tain them.  There  are  but  two  ways  of  remedying  tiiis  inconveni- 
ence; one  by  having  a  sufficient  number  of  chevanx  de  friie  sunk 
at  the  entrance  between  the  two  banks,  and  the  other  by  having  the 
left  flank  of  Fort  Island  fortification  supported  by  a  good  battery, 
capable  of  resisting  the  cannon  of  the  ship,  &  obliging  them  to  qmt 
their  station.  The  first  is  evidently  preferable  because  the  efficacy 
of  it  will  be  more  certain.  A  few  chevaux  de  frise  properly  placed 
might  effectuallv  bar  all  access  to  the  ships;  bat  there  is  a  poasip 
l>ility  that  any  battery  we  can  construct  might  be  overpowered  by 
the  fire  of  the  shipping.  And  as  we  have  few  cannon  and  Fort  lal- 
and  is  itself  a  marshy  spot  incapable  of  affording  earth  for  the 
batteries  necessary  to  be  raised  upon  it,  which  must  be  broa|;hl 
from  the  opposite  shore,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  multiply  worka 
there  more  than  cannot  be  avoided.  It  would  aho  be  a  great 
advantage  gained,  to  secure  the  island  from  annoyance,  except  in 
one  point  and  that  in  front  from  only  three  ships  at  a  time,  which 
would  be  effected  by  stopping  up  th^passage  between  the  two  banka 
with  chevaox  de  friae.  I  should  therefore  think  it  of  importance  to 
have  this  meaanre  immediately  adopted  and  carried  into  exMutioiu 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

(Signed)  Q\  WASHINGTON. 

Bead  in  Congress,  Aug.  16, 1777.   ' 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.  Vol.  XL  p.  260. 
f  See  page  860,  808. 
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Qrdend,  That  a  aopy  of  Iha  ktter  from  G«iiertl  WMhiagton  of 
the  15  be  sent  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Cooncil  of  PenayTvania, 
•nd  that  they  be  requested  to  h^re  the  Generale  yiewB  carried  into 
execution  with  tfll  pofleible  dispatch. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

OHA.  THOMSON,  S6c> 
Directed. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  ExecutiTe  Goua- 
cil  ot  Pensylvania. 


BflBOLUTION  OV  COKGRBBS,  1777. 

In  Congress,  15  August,  1777. 

Besolred; 

That  the  executive  authorities  in  the  several  States^  be  requested 
to  transmit  to  Congress,  accounts  of  all  monies  advanced,  &  expences 
incurred  by  prisoners  of  War,  during  their  residence  in  their  respec- 
tive States,  &  that  such  accounts  be  transmitted  within  the  space  of 
twelve  weeks  after  receipt  of  this  notice,  or  ehe  to  be  forever  there- 
after foreclosed. 

Copy  from  the  Journals, 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Sec'j. 

Pennsylvania. 


Ibaac  Mbloher  to  Supbemb  Execuiivs  Council  1777. 

Aug.  15th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  bearer  Mr.  Moleneux  one  of  my  assistants  waits  on  y'  Hble 
Council  for  an  order  for  five  or  six  thousand  pounds  for  y"  use  of  the 
several  Barracks  in  my  departments,  indeed  I  shoud  stand  in  need 
of  Ten  thousand  as  I  am  about  to  lay  up  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wood 
for  y*  winter,  last  winter  we  Expended  upwards  of  three  thousand 
Cords,  no  doubt  as  much  will  be  wanted  y*  next,  besides  bediog  bed- 
stead, &c.,  all  which  are  much  higher  than  last  fall.  I  shall  loose  no 
time  to  make  y*  necessary  provision,  I  am  just  going  after  some  wood, 
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wond  wait  on  y«  Gouneil  ft  take  their  ad^oe  in  seme  mattei  wkkh 

am  Sir, 


wist  defer  untill  another  opfp^. 


your  hble  Serv* 

ISAAC  MELOHER* 
P.  S.  The  price  of  wood  will  be  ten  pounds  next  if  nothing  ia  done 
to  prevent  it. 

I.  M. 
Directed, 
Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq.;  Seo'y  of  the  Hble  Ezeoutive  Council. 


Rbsolutions  op  CoNaRBSs,  1777. 

In  Congress,  16  August,  1777. 
Besol 

That  the  president  &  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania 
be  requested  to  give  Brigadier  Hand  such  assistance  from  the  militia 
of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Northumberland  ft  Bedford,  as 
Qeneral  Hand  may  think  necessary. 

Eztcact  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON  Sec'y. 


Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Sup.  Exec.  Cotjscil,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  left  a  List  of  Officers  that  commissions  was  to  have  been  fil'd  up 
for,  the  Battalion  is  to  march  this  day  and  the  officers  refuse  to 
march  without  their  commissions,  I  think  you  will  find  upon  the  list 
a  Benjamin  Brooke  2n4  Capt.  in  the  6th  Battalion  in  the  Boom  of 
Capt  Pritzman,  Resigned,  also  David  Davis  Ist  Lieut,  in  the  name 
cf  some  other  person  that  was  appointed,  do  sir  if  possible  let  me 
have  their  Commissions,  as  you  know  they  think  they  are  not  officers 
without. 

I  have  the  Honor  to 

remain  your  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  C.  C. 
Lieut,  of  the  County  of  Phila. 
Sunday,  August  16th,  1777. 
Directedj 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Eeq., 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.  p.  212. 
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TbiB  is  to  oertify  that  the  officers  as  under wHI 

in  fhe  first  Battalion  of  Philada.  Co. 


Capt. — 
First  L^  • 


No.  1. 


Second  L^  Paul  Knepper, 
No.  4. 

Capt. Oobblesy 

Ist  L* , 

2nd  1/  Conrad  Grim, 
Aug*  18th  1777. 


Ensign 

Capt.  — 

First  1/ — , 

Second  L*  •^^-i — , 
Ensign  Abraham  Krider, 
Lieut  for  5th  Battalion  Joseph 
Leveriug} 

WM.  COATS  Lieut.  Col. 


John  Evaks  to  V.  P.  Geo.  Bryan,  1777. 

Chester,  11  o'clock,  16th  August,  1777. 
Sir, 

Upon  my  arriTal  at  Chester,  I  made  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
Militia,  and  I  find  by  the  report  of  my  brother  and  the  Quarter  master 
General,  that  there  is  now  in  this  place  about  a  thousand  of  the  militia 
from  the  diferenl  Counties,  from  Berks  County  part  of  two  classes, 
of  company's,  from  Cumberland  one  Company,  from  Lancaster  part 
of  two  companies,  none  yet  from  York,  or  Northsmton  the  Chester 
County  Class  about  half  compleated,  and  when  compleated  will  have 
arms  sufficient,  a  number  of  arms  will  be  wanted  for  the  several 
oompaneys  from  the  different  counties.  The  Quarter  master  says  ho 
will  be  dificulted  to  find  shelter  for  any  more  troops  at  this  place, 
all  the  empty  houses  beiuff  now  occupied.  If  two  clases  should  come 
herd  from  Berks  it  will  defeate  the  order  of  yesterday,  in  sending 
them  to  Peeks-Kill,  unless  the  express  should  get  over  in  time  to 
prevent  the  remainder  of  the  second  Class  from  oomipg  this  way. 
General  Armstrong  has  not  yet  been  here. 
I  am  Sir  with 

greate  respect  y 

friend  &  HUe  8erv« 

JOHN  EVANS. 

To  The^Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq'r.,  Vice  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  care  of  Mr.  Vandegraft  \ 
at  the  Cross  Keys.  J    * 

Vol.  v.— 23 
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Jacob  Morgan  to  V.  P.  GaoRaB  Bryait,  1777. 

Reading,  Berks  County,  Ang*  17%  1777. 
Sir, 

I  just  now  had  the  Honour  of  a  Letter  from  you  of  the  15**  In- 
ptant,  by  Express;  ordering  the  Second  Class  of  Militia  of  this. 
County,  to  March.  It  is  with  great  Pleasure  I  can  inform  you  that 
we  have  already  marched  two  Classes;  having  understood  the  order 
of  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council  of  the  81**  of  last  Month, 
in  a  Letter  from  him  of  that  Date  to  me,  to  intend  the  Marching  of 
Two  Classes. 

It  IS  presumed  that  the  Greater  Part  of  the  Twelve  Companies,  of 
^hich  those  Classes  consist,  are  by  this  Time  at  Chester ;  as  several 
of  them  went  fror"  this  Town  the  Week  before  last^  others  last 
Week,  and  the  last  Company  yesterday. 

The  whole  Number,  in  the  two  Classes,  Officers  and  Privates,  are 
six  Hundred  and  fifty  six  Men ;  in  the  Opinion  of  every  one  hero 
hearty  and  able  Men,  fit  to  take  the  Field  against  our  inveterate 
Enemies.  The  two  Battalions  are  commanded  by  Colonels  Daniel 
Hunter  &  Daniel  Udree. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem  and  the 

Utmost  Regard,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN. 

To  the  Honourahle  George  Bryan  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  Philadelphia. 


BRia,  General  Conway  to  Sup.  Exec.  Council,  1777. 

Warminster  Camp,  Bucks  County,  17**  August,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

1 1  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  the  Board  three  Days  agoe, 
concerning  the  Weakness  of  the  Pennsylvania  Regimens,  and  pro- 
posed the  means  by  which  I  imagined  they  might  be  reinforad. 
Although  I  was  not  compelled  on  the  subject,  it  ia  nevertheless  the 
Duty  of  an  officer  to  give  his  advice  when  he  has  reasons  to  believe 
it  might  contribute  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Cause.  Since  ihe  last 
Letter  I  had  the  honour  of  Writing  to  you,  I  heard  that  you  ha4 
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BMolved  to  Mod  seren  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  tli«  Norttefo  fomjj 
I  mast  own  to  yoa  that  this  reaoWe  seeiiia  to  me  to  ha  nothing  elaa 
than  Wasting  men  in  a  most  wanton  manner,  and  al  a  time  when 
men  are  so  hard  to  be  gott.  I  baye  already  mentioned  that  in  gen« 
eral,  bodys  of  Militia  were  of  little  nsO;  bnt  eertahily  if  they  are  ^t 
no  great  nee  in  their  own  oountry,  they  will  be  infinitely  less  so  if 
they  are  sent  two  or  three  hundred  miles  from  it,  one  half  of  those 
seven  hundred  men  wHl  remain  sick  or  desert  in  the  road,  and  what 
handfiill  of  them  might  reach  the  Northern  army,  will  do  bnt  little, 
execution.  What  great  strength  will  a  few  harrass'd  rawmen  add 
to  all  the  eastern  Militia  and  the  troops  already  geatherd  ?  none  in- 
deed ;  but  seven  hundred  men  taken  from  this  State  in  the  present 
juncture^  will  injure  it  yery  much,  it  seems  clear  to  every  man  in 
the  Continent  this  Day,  that  Philadelphia  is  the.enemys  chief  object 
he  certainly  means  to  visit  that  place,  and  will  attempt  it  before  this 
campaign  b  over.  You  hava  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  your  own 
troops,  for  the  enemy  will  make  such  feints,  manoeuvres,  and  Diver- 
sions, as  will  deprive  you  from  the  succour  of  the  other  States;  and 
indeed  you  might  do  without  it,  if  you  make  proper  use  of  your  own 
forces.  I  find  that  your  troops  make  up  the  strong  half  of  this  armyi 
and  although  your  Begiments  are  not  where  they  should  or  might 
be,  yet  they  seem  to  me  beyond  the  others.  I  am  sure  you  oould 
make  up  an  army  able  to  stopp  Mr.  Howes  progress^  this  must  be 
your  chief  eare;  reinforce  your  Begiments  and  do  not  deprive  jour- 
selres  ci  men  which  you  certainly  will  want  before  it  is  Long. 

I  speak  to  you  freely  and  candidly  as  becomes  a  man  who  fightq 
for  Liberty. 

I  am  with  Bespect 

Gentleman, 
your  most  obed^ 

humble  servant, 

T-  CONWAY,  B.  a. 


Adam  Hublby  to  Pbbsidknt  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  Graham-park,  Aug<  18%  1777. 
Sir, 

In  a  late  resolve  of  Congress,  they  have  been  pleased  to  order  the 
Regimental  pay  masters,  to  esamine  into  &  settle  the  Beomiting 
Aoeo**  of  the  Officers  in  each  State  respectively,  *  but  the  mode  laid 
down  for  that  purpose,  cannot  be  put  in  execution,  as  the  Officers  in 

general,  cannot  produce  Vouchers,  for  the  Monies,  expended,  which 
aa  occasioned  a  stoppage  in  settling  the  same,  before  this  Time.— 
I  ahould  be  glad  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  in  this  case,  whether  ' 

Seepage 
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or  M$  «B  OM  wffl  ttwwer  the  nine  fmip^M^  if  b^  the  B<foiidr  iM 
ean  be  iDformed,  the  better  it  will  be,  u  seTeral  of  my  Oepts.  wHii 
their  Sube.  hMe  drawn  from  15  to  1800  Mkie,  end  never  hire 
hroQght  above  12  or  15  men  to  the  field.  And  notwithetaBding  the 
krge  nim  of  Money,  they  have  drawn,  k  the  few  Men  they  have 
brraghty  still  they  would  plead  the  want  of  Money  when  I  have  or* 
deced  them  from  time  to  time  on  the  Becreu'g  Bervioe. 

I  beg  leave  yonr  £zeellency  w*^  the  Hon'  the  Exeentive  Goomnl 
^will  take  this  moat  neoesB'y  matter  into  oonsideraiion;  and  pass  your 
opintona  thereon. 

I  am  S'  with  greatest  respeet 

Tour  Ezcellencys  most  Ob*  hnm'  Serv*, 

ADM.  HUBLEI  Jr.,  L*  C»  10«  K*.  * 

Directedy 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton/ Esq.,  President  of  the  Sa« 
preme  Executive  Counoil  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai  Philadelphia. 


Col.  B.  Oalbraite  to  Col.  Matlaok,  1777. 

Lanoaeter,  18th  August^  1777. 
Sir, 

In  my  Letter  of  the  14th  Ins^  to  his  Bxnellency,  I  mentioned 
that  I  would  furnish  you  with  a  List  of  the  Officers  who  had 
marched  to  Camp  at  Cbnter,  in  order  that  they  might  receive  their 
Commissions,  there.  Pm  much  hurried  &  out  of  my  power  to  send 
you  that  JUst,  but  request  that  yon  will  send  to  Camp  at  Chester, 
Commissions  for  three  Class's  of  the  Militia  agreeable  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Militia  Law,  for  snch  Battalions  as  I  have  made  report 
to  you  of.    In  haste  I  remain  with  esteem  your  Humble  Serv% 

BARTEEM  GALB&AITH. 

DirecUdj 

To  Col*  Timothy  Mntlack. 

Fav*  by  C61«  Lowiy. 

*  See  answer  on  page,  683. 
t  See  page  620. 
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SVFBBMB  EXBOUTIVB  COUNOIL  TO  COL.  HUBLBT,  1777. 

In  CooBoil;  Piiikd%  Aaguat  19th  1777« 

Sir, 

This  Day  I  reod  your  Letter  of  the  18th  Ids*'*'  iDfonning  Council 
tiiat  fche  mode  which  Congrees  had  orderd  the  Begimental  PaymAiter 
to  adopt  in  settling  the  accounts  with  the  Eecruiting  Offioersi  cannot 
he  put  into  exeoutiofiy  because  those  Gendemen  have  neglected  to 
pooure  proper  Vouchers  to  shew  how  they  have  expended  the  Pub* 
lick  moniea.  This  is  such  a  neglect  as  will  not  admit  of  Council 
interfering  in  favor  of  the  delinquents,  for  it  is  too  serious  a  truth 
^t  the  Pabliok  Monies  have  been  most  shamefully  Wasted*  Con- 
greoi  was  Informed  of  this  and  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to 

Sut  a  stop  to  it,  and  was  induced  to  pass  the  Beaolve  you  allude  to. 
o  that  if  the  Beoruiting  Officers  expect  to  be  indulged  in  this 
matter  they  must  apply  to  Congress.  That  Hon*  Body  saw  the 
Necessity  of  putting  that  business  on  another  footing  by  recomr 
pendii^  to  the  different  States  to  undertake  it.  Whether  it  will 
answer  their  expectations  time  must  discover,  it  cannot  howevtv 
prove  more  injurious  to  the  Publick  than  that  already  tryd. 

I  am  with  respect^ 

Sir,  y  Y.  H.  S'vt. 

Directed, 
To  C^l»  Hublcy. 


Col,  Galbrait5  to  Pres.  Whamok,  177T. 

Lancaster,  19th  August^  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Excellencie. 

Sir, — In  your  Letter  of  the Pm  ordered  to  double  tb<J 

Sards  upon  the  Prisoners  at  Lancaster.  Upon  consulting  with 
r.  Atlee  I  find  that  the  Guards  now  on  duty  there  are  composed 
of  one  Company  under  Cap*  Weaver,  raised  by  order  of  Congress 
for  this  duty,  which  should  consist  of  76  privates,  exclusive  of 
Serjints,  Corporals^  Drum  &  fife,  &  is  nearly  compleat,  ft  about  49 
Militia  likewise  under  Capt"  Weavers  direction,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  one  hundred  ft  twinty  men.  While  Capt.  Weavers  Com- 
pany was  a  raising,  the  Militia  was  ordered  by  the  Committee  to  do 
duty  under  him  ft  his  Officers  (to  save  the  expense  of  a  double  ^el 

*  8ee  pagt  Ml. 
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of  Officers)  &  as  his  Gompanj  increased  they,  the  Militia,  were 
graduallj  rednoed  to  the  Dumber  now  under  him.  These  Militia 
have  been  regularly  mustered  &  paid  off  by  Mr.  Atlee  at  the  end  of 
each  month  out  of  the  publiok  moneys  in  his  hands,  &  with  Capt. 
Weavers  Company  afford  just  three  relieves  for  the  different  poato 
nescisary  for  Centries  in  Lane,  allowing  about  40  men  on  Guard 
each  day. 

As  the  Militia  of  the  town  of  Lancaster  have  now  gott  into  pritty 
good  order  so  that  I  can  upon  the  Shortest  notice  Increase  the 
Guards,  and  I'm  uncertain  whither  the  Presid*  meant  that  I  should 
Increase  the  Guards  to  double  the  number  of  Capt.  Weavers  Com* 
pany  only,  or  to  double  the  number  of  the  whole  Who  now  do  duty 
under  him  Including  the  40  Militia. 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  President  and  ask  his  further  directions 
in  the  Matter,  as  soon  as  convenient,  which  will  be  Punctiaiiy  Com* 
plied  with,  by  his  most  obed't  H'ble  Serv't, 

BARTBEM  GALBRAITH. 
Lieut,  for  Lancaster  County. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezoellencie  ^Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'r,  President  for  the 
Bute  of  F^nnsylV,  Philada. 


PBBSn>BirF   09    SUPREMB   EXBCnTIVB    COTJNCIL    TO    JOSBPH 
DOKALDSOK,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  19«»  August,  in7. 
Sir, 

I  layed  before  Council  your  Letter,  written  jointly  with  Mich* 
Hahn  &  John  Hay.*  Precepts  for  the  offenders  you  complain  of, 
were  instantly  issued,  &  John  Reynolds,  an  Ensign,  William  McCoy, 
a  Lieutenant,  ft  Andrew  By  era,  a  Serjeant  in  a  Com  pany  under  Joha 
Steel,  Jun',  of  Carlisle,  were  bound  over.  These,  by  their  owa 
account,  were  at  Dover-Town  on  the  2<  Instant,  ft  probably  all  aided 
in  the  riot,  unlawful  imprisonments,  ftc  Beynolds  confessed  he 
tjed  the  hands  of  Captain  Daniel  May. 

Mr.  Hogg,  of  Cumberland,  will  transmit  their  recognizance.  Care 
should  be  taken  to  hold  the  complainants  bound  to  prdbecute. 
^  The  attention  that  has  been  paid  by  you  to  this  business,  will,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  check  the  vivacity  of  young  officers ;  for  tbey  are 
ehiefly  to  be  blamed  for  excesses  of  this  nature..  The  privates  can 
hardly  refuse  to  take  a  part 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed.  Servant 
Ptrected, 

To  Joseph  Donaldson,  Esq. 

*  See  this  letter  d^08iti<ms,  p.  496. 
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Board  of  War  to  Presidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Aus*  19%  1777. 
Sir, 

Afl  tbe  Funiaoe  forcastiog  of  Cannon  stancb  still  for  Want  of  Cop- 
per, a  Ix>ad  of  which  has  been  sent  down  to  this  City  from  French 
Creek ;  but  it  Is  said  to  belong  to  this  State,  &  the  affair  relative  to  the 
Furnace  &  Materials  for  casting  the  Cannon  is,  I  believe  jet  unsettled. 
Bat  as  it  would  be  disserviceable  to  tbe  pnbliclnterest  for  the  Works 
to  be  stopped,  I  must  request  your  Excell'cy  &  the  Council  will  con- 
sent that  the  Copper  should  be  used  for  the  present,  &  the  Value 
paid  at  the  Time  of  Settlement  for  the  whole. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  great  Bespeot, 

Tour  very  obed.  Serv., 

BICHABD  PETEBS,  Secy. 
Directed^ 
Public  Service. 

His  Exceltency,  Tho*  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sup. 
Ex.  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
War  Office, 
Bichard  Peters,  Sec'y. 


Thomas  Dorset  to  Supreme  Exkctjtivb  Council,  1777. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

Havinff  had  the  honor  of  your  appointment  as  Pay  Master  for  the 
Malitia  of  this  State,  and  already  received  and  paid  considerable  Sums, 
tho,  not  altogether  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  acting  without  your 
orders,  and  numbers  of  the  Malitia  being  hourly  expected  from  the 
diffiBtent  Counties,  Should  be  glad  of  your  honor's  particular  direc* 
tion  in  the  disposal  of  the  Charge  Committed  to  my  care ;  and  as 
my  Conduct  in  the  Field  has  always  met  the  approbation  of  my 
Superiors,  I  flatter  myself  the  conducting  in  this  to  equal  Satisfaction. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  refused  considerable  offers  in  the  service  of  the  States, 
from  no  other  principles  than  those  of  honor,  and  trusting  to  the 
generomty  aud  justness  of  your  honor's  determinations,  enter'd  on  a 
post  to  which  there  are  no  Conditions  as  yet  fixt,  should  esteem  your 


58e  PBNNSYl^VANIA  AlteHIVHS  177T, 

hoDor's  taking  my  early  entering  the  Service  into  oonsiderationi  and 
settling  my  rank  &  pay,  whioh  favor  ahall  be  gratefally  Acknow- 
ledged by  yoar  honoris  most  Obedient  hnmble  Servant, 

!rHOM.  DORSET. 

Aug*  20%  1777. 
Directed, 

The  Honorable  Supreme  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^ 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Delegates  in  Congress, 

1777. 

Philadelphia,  20*  Aug*,  1777. 
Gent, 

Council  deare  that  you  will  represent  to  Congress  that  the  Militia 
last  called  out  in  this  State,  have  been  rendevonsing  at  Chester,  ^ 
are  still  arriving  there.  As  this  is  the  Season  for  sowing  Winter 
corn,  on  which  this  connty  greatly  depends,  &  labourers  are  become 
very  scarce,  they  are  sensible  that  great  distress  must  ensue  upoa 
continuing  these  people  embodied.  In  this  circumstance,  it  will 
afford  very  sensible  satisfaction  to  the  Council,  as  well  as  relief  to 
the  industrious  Inhabitants,  if  public  affairs  may  admit  of  the  dis- 
missing of  part  of  the  Militia,  especially  as  they  are  very  deficient  in 
Arms,  &  blankets,  &  totally  unprovided  with  tents, 
I  am, 

GeBt, 
Your  most  obed* 

&  very  hum  Serv*, 
Directed, 

To  Ilobert  Morris,  Oeo.  Clymer,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Jaqaea  Wilsoti 
^  Jonathan  Smith,  Esq*^,  Delegates  in  Congresss  for  Pcnnsiivania. 


Archibald  McClean  to  Yiob  President  George  Bbyak, 

1777. 

York,  2l»*  August,  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Honour. 

In  my  tedious  letter  of  the  12"^  Instant  I  endeavoured  to  give 
Vnto  the  Council  an  Impartial  Account  of  the  present  state  of  tha 
County  and  also  to  what  causes  I  attribute  it's  supineness^  inactivity 
and  aversion  to  the  operations  of  Government. 


^  lb  Ute  coarse  of  w^Toh  I  took  ooteflSon^  as  I  mUr  nsinrftlly  led,  to- 
nention  tho  name  of  M'  Ross,  whtoh  I  desigtied  only  m  a  pirivaM 
Infbvoiatiott  to  the  Counoil  of  hia  oonduot,  wfaen  here,  atitl  as  it  ap- 

Esart  that  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  last  sitting,  hsTo  by  sundry 
esolotions,  adopted  a  mode  whereby  the  sense  of  the  people  at< 
hrge  nay  be  taken  on  the  question.  Whether  a  convention  shall  hd 
0OW  call^'?  and  which  I  had  heard,  (and  only  heard)  was  with  tbo 
Addi:e8s  of  the  Assembly  to  the  People  to  bo  pnblished  with  the 
Frame  of  Oovernment,  for  their  penisal,  but  none  of  which  havo 
been  transmitted  here  that  I  know  of,  and  indeed  I  only  got  a  view 
df  the  Address  casually  on  yesterday  for  the  first  time. 

I  would  therefore  Request,  that  as  there  are  by  the  said  Besolveif 
a:  number  of  copies  to  be^nttaeach  County,  to  be  distributed  among 
the  Inhabitamts  for  tfaetr  perasal,  in  order  that  they  may  have  atir 
opportunity  to  mak^  up  their  minds  on  the  question;  that  M*^  Morrb 
Be  desired  to  use  his  etideavours,  by  the  first  safe  opportunity,  either' 
by  post  or  otherwise  to  send  to  me  the  quota  for  this  County,  as  well 
in  the  Oerman  asH?he  English,  and  which  I  presume  will  ad  mid  of 
no  longer  delay,  as  the  time  for  the  qtiestion  is  fast  approaching. 

But  before  I  conclude  this  head,  I  would  just  mention  itiat  I  think 
Numbers  of  the  Inhabitasita  of  this  place  are  iilready  prepossed 
against  the  said  Address,  and  from  complying  with  the  mode  to  be 
adopted  by  the  said  Resolves,  from  the  representation  given  thereof 
by  M'  Ross,  he  in  divers  companies  having  asserted,  that  it  was  re- 
plete with .  gross  falsehood,  and  a  misrepresentation  of  facts,  and 
which  he  farther  said  would  be  exposed,  and  properly  answered,  and 
jintil  which  is  done,  or  something  appears  on-  that  head)f  numbers' 
will  continue  in  a  state  of  snspence. 

I  waolfl  abo  here  beg  yotfr  iadolgenoo  wUIst  I  mentioa,  that  tbo' 
I  wrote  pretty  freely  with  Respect  of  M'  MoCaliater,  yet  I  would 
be  understood  as  giving  private  information  to  the  Council  of  his 
inactivity  which  arose  partly  from  his  natural  disposition,  and  engage- 
ment with  his  domestic  affairs,  and  partly  from  his  not  being  reoon- 
oiled  to  the  present  frame  of  government,  and  being  dissatisfied 
therewiih  dbth^m>k  incline  to  aot  vigetrouBly,  lest  a  form  disagreable 
to  him  should  by  his  own  acts  be  Recognised,  and  remotely  be  finally 
edtabKahed;  I  hate  good  reasons  to  bdieve  these  to  be  his  motives,* 
but,  that  he  is  hearty  in  our  common  Befenoe^if  it  oould  be  pursued 
in  any  other  line  I  am  fully  convinced  of.'*' 

I  mast  confesa  I  was  chagrined,  aft  some  part  of  his  oondoet,  which 
was,  his  ioattention  to  the  having  the  Militia  arranged  as  required 
by  thtt  Law,  that  tho'  I  bad  done  every  thing  in  my  Powdr  by  Re- 
qtaeeting  and  pressing,  to  have  the  classes  of  the  MiJitta,  in  the  Bat- 
talion to  which  I  belong,  (and  of  which  he  is  also  the  Colonel,  by 
jBieetion)  formed  and  known,  yet  sooh  was  the  inattention  shewu 

*  See  Mr.  HeC's  own  statement,  August  28,  p.  668 
28* 
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tberetOy  tbat  not  one  olaas  of  tbe  Battallion  wu  drawn,  or  formed, 
until  I  offered  mj  service  to  have  it  performed  upon  the  fourth  daj 
of  this  month,  at  which  time  I  happened  (and  which  I  now  rejoice 
in)  to  be  drawn  in  the  first  class,  but  being  deeply  engaged  in  pub- 
Uek  business,  could  not  without  neglecting  the  same  procure  a  sub- 
stitute, and  the  procuring  of  which  I  could  leisurely  have  done  had 
the  classes  been  made  out  about  three  months  ago,  as  the  Law 
directed,  but  after  a  few  days  riding  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
procure  a  sufficient  substitute,  who  is  now  on  his  march,  in  obedienott 
of  the  requisitions  of  Council. 

And  now  I  with  pleasure  say  that  more  hath  been  done  in  a  spirited 
maaner  amongst  the  Militia,  in  some  parts  of  the  County  since  the 
Pate  of  my  former  Letter,  than  hath  hitherto  been  done  since  the 
Arrangements  under  the  present  Law  were  first  attempted. 

As  1  propose  to  be  in  Philadelphia  on  the  latter  end  of  next  month 
or  the  beginning  of  October,  and  not  sooner,  I  should  in  the  meaa 
time  be  glad,  by  post  or  some  other  safe  opportunity,  to  have  about 
two  or  three  Dosen  of  Marriage  Licenses,  as  I  have  nearly  distributed 
those  which  I  brought  with  me. 
I  am  Sir, 

With  due  Bespect  and  Bsteem 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ARCH'D  McCLEAN. 

P.  S.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Commissions  for  the  other 
JusUces  by  the  next  post. 

Dtrededf 
to  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Biqr.,  Vice  Prendeut  of  Oie 

Supreme  Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Lhbson  Simmons  to  Statb  Navy  Boabd,  1777. 

The  Honorable  the  State  Navy  Board,  Port  Penn,  Agst  y*  21, 1777. 

Gentlemen, 

At  6  o'clock  this  morning  we  discovered  <ae  of  tbe  Enwiies 
Ships  &  2  Scfaoonen  abrest  of  Bombay  hook,  at  2  o'clock  this  after- 
noon Gap*  Alexander  the  frigate  Delaware-  hove  out  a  signal  for 
getting  under  way,  sending  the  smallest  vessel  ahead  with  himself 
in  the  sentor  and  the  other  Ships  with  the  fire  vessels  in  the  rear,  the 
wind  S.  W.,  a  moderate  gail,  the  have  just  cleared  the  lower  end  of 
the  Hand,  we  have  half  an  ower  ago  discovered  another  of  the 
Enemies  Vessels,  an  doamaginthatthe  other  2  Ships  I  was  informed 
ware  below  are  not  out  of  Site  of  them )  should  the  Fleet  ingage. 


PmrNSTLTAKtA  ASCHIVES  1777.  m» 

ifbiA  I  mwA  BO  doubt  tbej  will,  ihall  Bispaidi  flaolbef  Skpttt^ 
M  SMB  ai  I  eui  diaoover  wkiil  SbifM'they  are  ingag^d  wkh. 
laiDy 

Gentlemen^ 

Your  yerj  HamUe  Senrfc, 

LEBSON  SIMMONS.* 

This  day  half  after  five,  in  the  afternoon,  the  Enemies  frigat  that 
lay  at  aneor  in  sight  gose  nnder  way  Standing  Down  oar  fleet  under 
all  .Bail  m  chase,  the  smallest  vessel  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
them. 


Rbsolvtioks  of  CoHaBXSS.  1777. 

In  Congress,  Aug-*  22S  1777. 
Besolved, 

That  it  be  earnestly  reeommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland 
kiniediaiely  to  call  out  not  less  than  two  thousand  select  militia  to 
repel  the  expected  invasion  by  the  enemy  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vmniay  Delaware  or  Maryland.  That  1260  of  the  militia  on  tho 
western  shore  of  Maryjband  repair  as  soon  as  possible  to  Baltimore 
and  Harford  towns ;  that  750  of  the  militia  on  the  eastern  shore 
repair  as  soon  as  possible  to  Qeorge-town  on  Sassafras,  there  to 
wait  the  directions  of  his  excellency  Qen^  Washington. 

That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  keep  np  4000  of 
their  militia  to  assist  in  repelling  the  threatened  attack  of  the  enemy 
bj  the  way  of  Chesi^teake  and  Delaware  ba/s ;  thai  these  rendes- 
Tons  at  Lancaster,  Downingtown,  &  Chester,  as  the  council  of  thft 
said  state  shall  direct,  &  that  they  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Oene- 
ral  Washington, 

That  the  state  of  Delaware  be  requested  to  call  one  thousand  of 
their  militia  to  rendeavous  at  New-port  &  Christiana  Bridge,  there 
to  wait  the  orders  of  his  excellency  Gen^  Washington. 

That  the  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  draw  out  one  third  of 
the  militia  of  each  of  the  oountiea  of  PriBoe  William,  Fairiiuc,  Lon« 
don,  Berkeley,  Frederick,  Dunmore,  Faquier  and  Culpepper,  and 
march  them  to  Fredericktown  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  there  to 
wait  the  orders  of  General  Washington. 

That  the  militia  requested  from  the  states  aforesaid  be  in  tho  pay 
of  the  continent  until  the  80^  day  of  November  next,  unless  sooner 
dischared  by  Congress  or  tho  commander  in  chief. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  above  states  to  remove  all 

♦  See  Col.  lUc.  Vol.  XI,  p.  275-«. 


star         amtsiLTimji  AxtmmB  irrr. 

iMit  4ftd  dllMr  of«ft,  pTDTinoiM,  grmn,  niTtl  wmd  mSktrf 
provender^  ttitlie,  and  all  liva  atock,  waggona,  aaita  aad^  havats  ii 
Iba  way  of  the  eoemy's  marehy  to  plaoea  of  nfeljt  tnd  to  daatroy 
what  canoot  be  removed  io  dae  time. 

That  (}enenl  Washinffton  be  directed  to  order  Brigadier  Ckneral 
Smallwood  and  Colonel  Uist  to  repair  immediately  to  the  atate  of 
Maryland^  to  arrange^  mareh  and  command  the  militia  required  of 
thaiatota. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pkesid't. 


Thomas  SAVADes  to  Statb  Board  of  Waa,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  Ang^  22, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  Lien*  James  Satters  Comitig  to- 
Towtty  to  send  for  five  hundr^  poandsy  which  yon  will  please  to  ^jtwe 
him  an  order  on  the  treaaarw  for  and  ohaigo  it  to  the  aaooimi  of 
these  Works. 

My  Millwrights  have  nearly  oompleated  the  mill  and  pnmp-worl^ 
vbeo  done  ahidl  go  to  work  with  two  or  three  pans  in  a  isw  di^a^ 
I  am^  Sir, 

Tonr  most  H'ble  Ser/t, 

THOS.  SAVADGE. 

To  the  Hon'Ue  the  Priosideni  of  the  Hon'ble  board  of  War  ftr 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
y  far  of  Lieu*) 
Satter,  Esq',     j 


PBBBIBaHT  WHABIOS  10  GlIH.  EbWABD  RASDy  1777. 

Philada^  22*  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  commnnioated  to  ConnoQ  yon^  Letter^  &  the  inclosed  acconnta"^ 
of  the  late  inroads  k  cruelties  of  the  savages.  Ton  may  be  assured 
that  Council  without  loss  of  time,  took  the  same  into  consideratioa, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you^  that  the  mast  full  ftnd 
explicit  Instructions  had  been  already  forwarded  to  Archibald 
*  See  page  443. 


Jtuk^ii^j  B^^  Liea«  of  Wifltooiitflatodi    He  Is  Mininaidi«4t»  MM  > 

KOTdei»lbrdetatohnMti  &  parttet^of'  Militia  ta  the  ntmclit' «6- 
,191m*.    ThMedi8patoiMsarard*tMl'«fa«5*^.of  thivmooUi. 
Tke  like  iajanotioae  am  noir  fotwanM  to  Jbhs  Fiptr^-EflqmfO^- 
Lieutenant  of  Bedford  Goanty,  &  to  Samael  Hunter,  Esq',  liatt*  ofi 
Nbrtfatiaiberland.    We  liope  yoo;  will  be  able  todeii^  tUernooeitary 
afl^olagee  froni'  tho  Militia  of  tbeae  Goontits^  > 

Yimr  Itftfeor  ikthe  other  papers,  we  layed  before  OongreaB* 
lam, 

Sir; 

Your  most  obed«  hum.  aerv't. 
JHreded, 
Oen^  Edw'd  Hand. 


S«rp.  EsfiCL  CkHTNbifi  90  Liatrr's  of  cs&fAW  Go%  1777* 

Philadelphia,  22*  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

Gotracil  would  have  been  glad  tb  have  heard  from  you  concerning 
the  fltiite  of  the  Militia  of  your  Goun^y ;  &  the  rather,  ae  the  Tikdiina 
have  flliewii  a  dupoeition-  to  be  tvooblesoae.  Congreea  ha^re^ 
requested  of  us  to  direct  you  to  assist  General  Hand,  who  is  sta^ 
tioned  on  the  Ohio,  to  take  care  of  the  frontier,  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  necessary.  We  hope  you  will  be  able  to  do  thifT.  The 
Lieutenants  of  Northumberland  &  Westmoreland  have  like  inatruo- 
tions.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  persons,  who  profess  any 
attachment  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  yet  persist  in  hinder* 
ing  you  to  form  the  Glasses.  In  these  Eastern  Gounties,  the 
Militia  are  in  regular  order,  &  some  have  embodied  three  Glasses ; 
others  two.  No  Tory  pretending  to  be  a  Whig,  dares  hint  any 
opposition,  &  the  monies  adTanoed  to  substitutes  are  levying  every 
where. 

It  is  recommended  to  you,  ft  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  embody 
wmAy  ft  Bo  mai^  of  the  Militia  of  Bedford  Gounty  as  the  seiivfoe 
may  require,  ft  as  General  Hand  may  demand ;  taking  care  to  disi* 
tribute  the  burden  so  as  to  render  it  equal  ft  easy  as  may  be. 

This  seems  to  be  the  stress  of  the  Gampaia,  General  Howe  baa 
appeared  in  Virginia.  The  Eastern  Militia  o£  this  state  wait  on  hk 
motions.  Gen'  Borgoine  has  pressed  into  the  settlements  of  New 
York^  but  fo  the  16<^  Ins*  the  Militia  of  Newhampshire  gave  a  sig- 
nal blow  to  Lis  rear.  While  the  Militia  of  New  York  have  ^pulsed 
another  Corps,  which  was  penetrating  by  way  of  Oswego*  toward* 
the  Hudson  &  Albany,  ft  bad  blockaded  Fort  Stanwit.    In  this 
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obMtfuteM^  Oomeil  aspeet  tlM  the  ptople  of  your  (UnbnAfj  who 
Wo  formerly  exerted  Ibomaelvea  in  %  renorkable  nuumory  in  Ijbo 
oanee  of  Liberty,  in  distent  pleees^  will  not  fail  of  diephying  ei|iiol 
aoltTity  &  leal  in  the  detenee  it  their  neighboars»  &  thur  own 
ftmUiea* 

I  indoee  to  yon  ft  Copy  of  the  reooest  of  Congreatf.  Bo  ^net  & 
ourefnl  in  haviDg  the  Corps  ft  dotoohmento  of  Militia  which  yon  find 
ont  mastered,  &  their  numbers  properly  certified.  We  ha^e  appointed 
paymasters  of  Militia,  one  for  each  County,  one  over  all  the  State. 
There  ought  to  be  one  named  for  Bedford,  an  exact  trusty  person. 


Letter  to  Westmoreland. 

I  wrote  to  you  oq  the  5*^  Ins*  in  answer  to  your  derire  to  be 
instructed  how  to  act  in  regard  to  the  demands  of  Gon^  Hand  for 
parties  &  detetohmente  of  Militia.  This  incloses  a  copy  thereof.  I 
now  confirm  &  renew  the  orders  then  given,  &  I  trust  you  will  bo 
able  to  fuUfil  them.  Congress  have  since  added  their  request  on 
this  head.  The  Lieu«"  of  Bedford  &  Northumberland  have  like 
instructions  from  us. 

This  seems  to  be  the  stress,  &o.,  as  last  part  above. 

P.  S.-^In  some  of  the  Counties  on  this  side  of  Susquehanna,  8 
Glaatos  of  Militia  have  been  drawn  out^  in  others  two  Classes. 

3irecfed, 
To  Lieu**  of  Bedford,  Northumberland  &  Westmoreland. 


State  Navy  Board  to  Sttp.  Exkc.  Council,  1777. 

Stete  Navy  Board,  August  28d,  1777. 
GenUemen, 

:  The  Continental  '.Navy  Board  waited  on  us  this  morning  ind  re» 
Miested  that  we  won'd  send  down  to  the  assistance  of  Capt.  Alexander 
three  of  our  armed  Galley's  and  two  fire  YesBels.  The  board  now 
nquest  you'l  be  pleased  to  take  the  matter  into  your  eoottdention 
and  give  us  soeh  order  as  yon  see  meet. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLETfER,  Cm. 
X)ireciedf 
To  flon'ble  Supreme  Executive  Council^  Pres^ 


SUPBBHB  EXBGUTIVB   COUNCIL  XO  Lt.  HbHBT.  1777. 

Philadelphia,  28d  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

Coanoil  in  oonseqneDoe  of  the  approach  of  General  Howe  by  way 
of  the  bay  of  Cheaapeak,  orders  yon  to  oompleat  instantly  in  the. 
fnlleat  manner  the  third  claaa  of  the  Militia  of  the  CitT  &  libertjee 
of  Philadelphia,  &  to  march  the  same  without  loss  of  Ume  to  Down- 
ings  Town  m  Chester  County. 

You  are  likewise  required  to  embody  a  detachment  with  suitable 
officers  of  the  artillenr  of  the  City  &  Liberties,  equal  to  three  eights 
of  the  whole  of  said  Corps :  and  to  send  them  forthwith,  with  suitable 
Cannon,  in  the  following  diyisions.  That  is  to  say  one  half  of  them 
to  the  Burrough  of  Ch^ter;  A  the  other  half  to  PowningtowBi  in 
Chester  County. 

The  third  class,  &  the  Artillery  aboYe  ordered,  will  on  their  arrival. 
at  the  places  assigned  to  them,  receive  the  commands  of  General 
Washington. 

I  am  sir, 

N.  B.  The  'disposition  of  the  Artillery  is  to  be  aocordiag  to  th« 
orders  of  General  Armstrong. 
IHrected, 

Wm.  Henry,  Esq.,  Lien*  of  Philada.  city  &  Liberties.* 


V.  P.  Gbo,  Bbtab  to  Col.  Galbbaixh,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  28d  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

A  letter  to  you  from  [Council  went  by  express  for  Lancaster  yes- 
terday. Ton  were  then  desired  to  send  down  no  more  'Militia,  but 
detain  them  at  Lanoaster.  For  the  greater  clearness,  I  now  desiie 
that  you  stop  any  there,  any  that  may  arrive  from  beyond  Susque- 
hanna. The  design  of  Council  is  to  form  a  Corps  in  your  County. 
In  this  view,  they  this  day  order  2  classes  from  Northampton  to 
Lancaster. 

*  G^n.  W.  passes  thro'  this  City  early  to-morrow,  to  the  westward. 
The  Enemy  were  yesterday  near  Sasafras  Biver  but  still  embarked. 
I  am  Sir, 
T'  very  obed*  &  hum.  Serv* 

G.  B.  Vice  Pros*. 
Direeted, 
To  B.  Galbraith,  Bsq'r. 

*  See  Coign.  Bee  Yol.  XI.,  p.  276 
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Sup.  Exbo.  Coirircn.,  to  Libut.  Wbitzbl,  1777. 

la  GooncU^  Phikdelphia,  Aug'  2341, 1777. 
Sit, 

Ititellig€(n<fe  was  yesterday  received  by  Congress  of  tfce  arrml* 
of  the  iBritish  Fleet  in  Cbesefpeak  Bay,  and  tbat  they  are  pre«' 
paring  to  land  the  army  near  the  head  of  the  ^y,  with  a  view  of 
penetrating^the  conn  try  this  way.  This  intelligence  makes  it  necessary 
to  alter  the' orders  given  for  your' Militia  to  mavcb  to  the  northward^ 
and  therefore  (inst^  of  ootfiplyin^  with  that  order  you  are  hereby* 
directed  to  AarobHhe  first  &  second  class  with  all  possible  expedition' 
tb  tfre  Bmtough  of  Lancaster,  which  it  iefeared  may  be  an  onjeot  of 
the  Enemy,  thera  to  be  anbjeot  to  the  orde^rs  of  6en.  Washington, 
^e  Coancil  hope  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  compleat  Sieae 
two  clafties;  Tonr  influenoe  and  ntsnost  industry  wiU  be  nooessarjT' 
on  this  occasion  and  we  firmly  rely  on  your  zeal  in  this  rigfateoitt 
caose,  and  at  so  important  and  critical  a  time  to  send  these  classes 
fail  atid  complaat;  and  thai  you  will  leave  no  meaaiures  untried  to 
famish  them  with  arms  &  blankets,  what  diffioieaoiesaie  unavoidable 
we  request  you  will  immediately  inform  the  Council  of,  as  well  as 
make  exact  retnms  of  the  number  of  men,  and  the  condition  of  their 
arms,  &c.,  that  effectual  means  may  be  taken  to  supply  them  as  well 
as  our  situation  will  possibly  admit  of. 

Directed, 
To  Jno.  Wettsel,  Esq.^  Lievt  bf  Nbrthatnipton. 


Peksidbnt  oj  CowTQitBss  Tb  PKBsmiOT  WHAMCor,  1777. 

PhiWbu,  August  Ittd,  1777. 

Gentlemen^ 

In.  the  present  critioal  Situation  of  Affairs,  the  Congress  hav^ 
oome  to  the  enclosed  Resolves*  for  the  Defence  of  the  several  States 
therein  mentioned,  which  I  make  no  Doubt  you  will  immediately 
carry  into  Kxecutibn.  The  absolute  Necessity  of  Exertion  and 
Vigour  on  the  Occasion,  is  too  apparent  to  be  pointed  out  It  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  an  active  and  spirited  Behaviour  is  ihi 
Militia  will  bavv  the  most  beneficial  EffectS)  by  oonviAciag  our 

*  See  page  490. 
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of  cmr  DoisntuiiAllion  to  oppoie  tbem  widi  tho  aimort 
and  Beaelntion. 

I  kmye  the  Hononr  to  be, 

Oentlemeiiy  , 

yoar  most  obed*  & 

very  h'ble  Serv't^ 
JOHN  HANCOCK,  Praid'. 
Directedf 

On  Pttblio  Serriee.  To  Hia  Ezcelleney  Tbomas  Wharton^  Esq% 
Pieudent,  and  the  Hon'ble  Members  of  the  Supremo  Ezcoutiyo 
Goaneil  of  the  State  of  PennBylvania,  Philadelphia. 


SUPBIEMB  EZECUTIVB  COUNCIL  10  LlEUTBNAKTSy  1777. 

Augmi  the  28%  1777. 
Sir, 

In  oonseqnenee  of  the  resolveB  of  Congress  of  the  thirty  first  day 
of  July"*"  last,  inclosed,  we  hereby  authorize  and  require  you,  taking 
to  your  assistance  such  jof  the  Jastiees,  or  Sub-Lieutenants,  as  may 
be  oonvenient,  to  nominate  at  least  four  suitable  persons  to  recruit 
men  to  fill  up  the  regiments  raised  in  this  state,  and  send  tbein 
names,  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  to  Council.  The  persons 
yon  nominate  may  immediately  begin  to  reoruit,  sending  sooh  men 
ap  they  may  enlist,  and  also  sneh  deserters  as  they  take  up,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  ,  where  an  officer  will  be  appointed  by 

his  Excellency  General  Washington  to  receive  them.  Money  wilt 
be  sent  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity.  You  should  take  proper 
security  of  the  persons  you  nominate,  who  are  to  conform  strictly  to 
fhe  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress. 


COMMITTBE   rOB   DRIVIHa   OW   CATTlEy  TO    PbESIDENT 

*Whabton,  1777. 

Northampton,  in  Bucks,  23d  August,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  your  Requests  of  the  25th  &  27th  Jnly,  I 
Qoleoted  the  Committee  of  this  County  for  driving  off  the  Stock  on 
y«  Slst.  Who  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  most  effectual 
way  to  carry  the  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  into  Execution  would 
be  to  nominate  certain  persons  in  eaoh  Township,  to  whom  the 

*  See  p.  469,  470. 
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CHrdcn  of  Oonncil  sigtied  l»7  your  Exoelleooy  might  be  directed. 
The  Committee  likewise  thought  proper  to  appoint  James  Beaeiet^ 
John  Vandegrift,  and  Richard  Gibbs  a  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence to  receive  from  your  Exccllenej  the  Orders  of  Council  and, 
whenever  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  may  make  it  necessary,  see 
them  put  into  Execution  in  soch  Townships  as  they  shall  judge 
expedient.     The  penons  nominated  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

^BNSALBM.— Benjamin  SevemSy  Lawrence  Johnson^  &  Heniy 
Bouser. 

Bristol  Borough. — David  Kennedy. 

Bristol  Township. — Robert  Patterson  &  John  Bamsley. 

Falls. — ^Thomas  Harvey,  William  Kilpatrick,  &  Henry  Pitner. 

MiDDLETOWN. — Jonathan  Hibbs,  William  Qoslin  k  James  Gregg. 

Southampton. — Simon  Yanarsdal;  Nicholas  Yanarsdal  &  Setb 
Beans. 

NoBTHABCPTON.— Gerret  Dungan^  Jacob  Bennet,  &  Christiaa 
Eegeman. 

Newtown. — Peter  Lefifertse  &  Abram  Johnson. 

Lower  Makbfeild. — Peter  Yansant,  Cornelius  Slack  &  Corne- 
lius Yansant. 

Upper  Makefeild. — James  Mathews,  James  M^'Near  &  Jamea 
Tolbert. 

Wrightstown. — James  Barron  &  Henry  M^Kenstry. 

Warwick. — Benjamin  Snodgrass,  jun%  Andrew  McMicken  & 
John  Ramsey. 

Warminster. — Isaak  Hoff&  Charles  Gerrison. 

Warrington. — ^William  Long  &  Robert  Weir. 

Newbrftain. — Samuel  Weir  &  John  Barton. 

BuoKiNaHAH. — John  Carri  John  Sampler,  William  Simpson  & 
William  Bennet. 

SoLESBURT. — Bamet  Yanhom,  William  Neily  &  Joshia  Winter. 
•   Plumstsad. — ^Robert  Gibson,  John  Dunlap  &  David  Nesbit 

Bedminster. — Andrew  Armstrong,  Rob^t  M^'Neily  &   Peter 
Stout 

Hiltown. — James  Armstrong  &  Henty  Lewis. 
I  am 

Your  Exoellency's 

Most  Obedient  ,& 

Most  Hum'ble  Serv*, 

HENRY  WYNKOOP. 
Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  President  of  Pennsyl* 
vania. 

See  Colon.  Bee.  VoL  XL,  p,  280. 
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GxNABAL  Obdbbs  beported  bt  Town  Majqb. 

Aagnst  1st;  1777. 
Oeneral  Washington  CommtndiDg. 

August  2d,  1777. 

Lurtraciions  for  the  Officer  who  is  to  Escort  the  Prisonen  of;  and 
State  Prisoners  to  Virginia. 

1.  You  must  take  under  your  Care  all  the  Prisoners  of  War  now 
in  this  City,  and  march  them  by  the  usual  Road  to  Frederick-Town, 
in  Virginia,  where  you  are  put  them  into  the  Ghiol  under  the  care  of 
tike  Officer  commanding  there. 

2,  The  Seijeant  who  Commands  the  other  Party  is  to  take  charge 
of  all  the  Prisoners  of  State  or  Tories  now  in  the  New  Oaol  of  this 
City,  and  efMwrt  them  to  Winchester  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  where 
he  is  to  put  them  in  the  Oaol  under  the  care  of  the  Commanding 
Offioer. 

S.  Both  Parties  are  to  proceed  together  as  far  as  their  respective 
Bouts  will  admit,  under  the  command  of  the  Officer.  But  care 
must  be  had  that  the  Prisoners  or  Ouards  do  not  mix  on  the  march, 
for  which  purpose  the  Serjeant  must  march  his  party  at  a  small 
distance  in  the  Rear  of  the  Officers. 

4.  The  Prisoners  must  be  marched  in  compact  Bodies,  &  none  of 
them  permitted  to  Straggle ;  nor  must  the  men  of  the  Escort  be 
permitted  to  mix  with  the  Prisoners,  but  keep  outside  that  bodyi 
and  be  careful  that  none  of  them  sieze  or  handle  the  arms. 

5.  Should  any  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  or  Tories  behave- inpr<^ 
perly  yon  are  to  Hand-Cufif  them.  Should  they  Mutiny  you  inust 
suppress  it  by  gentle  means  or  force. 

6«  The 'Prisoners  of  War  are  to  be  Victualled  by  Mr.  David 
Franks,  the  EngUsh  Agent,  or  Persons  employed  by  him. 

The  Tories  are  to  be  Victualled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  men 
iinder  your  command. 

7.  Should  you  be  relieved  on  the  Road  you  are  to  give  these 
Instructions  to  the  Officer  that  relieves  you. 

8.  When  the  Serjeant  Commanding  the  other  party  leaves  you, 
you  are  to  give  him  a  Copy  of  these  Instructions,  Certified  by  yon. 

'  9.  As  fsoon  as  you  'and  the  Serjeant,  who  commands  the  other 
Party,  have  executed  your  Commissions  you  are  to  Return  to  Phila- 
delphia with  all  convenient  dispatch. 

9 

August  6th,  1777. 
Major  Qeneial  Gates  Oommanding. 
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Aogwt  8th,  1777. 
Mojor  Genl.  Marquis  De  k  Fajette  Comm*. 

August  12th,  1777. 

The  Captain  Commaiiding  Coloiiel  White's  4di  Georgia  Regiment 
must  immediatelj  send  the  Persons  concerned  in  the  murder  of  m 
Soldier,  of  said  Regiment,  to  Philadelphia,  under  a  Guard  of  a  Ser- 
jeant, a  Corporal  and  eight  men.  The  Prisoneni  to  be  Hand-OvAd 
and  brought  to  the  Town  Major.  The  SuigeoB  and  all  other  wit- 
nesses to  attend  at  the  same  time. 

No  non  Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier  must  be  permitted  to 
come  to  this  City.  Should  any  necessaries  be  wanting  for  the 
Officers  or  men  in  Camp,  they  must  be  procured  and  sent  there  by 
the  Quarter  Master  or  Adjutant. 

No  non  Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier  mnst  be  permitted  to  go 
more  than  half  a  Mile  from  the  Camp.  Should  any  disobey  this 
Older,  the  Person  or  Persons  offending  must  be  confined  and  Tryed 
by  a  Court  Martial. 

Should  any  complaints  be  made  by  any  of  the  Inhabitants  againsir 
^y  Officer  or  Soldier,  such  Officer  er  Soldier  may  be  certain  of  being 
confined  and  tried. 

The  Officer  Commanding  in  Camp  must  be  ready  to  answer  fo)e 
bis  conduct  in  dismissing  some  of  the  Prisoners  concerned  in  the 
inurder  of  the  Soldier.) 

There  must  never  be  fewer  than  four  Commissioned  Officers  with 
the  meft  in  Camp. 

(  Angtist  15th,  1777. 

The  oldest  Subaltern  Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  thef 
Banraeks  is  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  oondact  some  Prisonen 
of  War  to  the  Eneipies  Lines  near  New  York.  The  said  Officer  tq 
be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice. 

August  16th,  1777. 
^  Major  Gen^  Armstrong  Comnun^iog* 

One  Subaltern,  One  Serjeant,  One  Corporal,  One  Drummer,  anil 
Thirty  men  of  the  Invalids  to  Escort  the  Body  of  the  late  Adjutant 
fianson  from  Grum  Street,  in  Race  Street,  near  Mr.  Pennington'^ 
Sugar  house,  at  5  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Aufoat  18tb,  1777. 

A  Field  Officer  of  one  of  the  Reghnents  of  the  County  Miljtis 
ij^uartered  in  the  Barracks,  must  wait  on  General  ArmBtfos^  at  1^ 
o'clock  this  day. 

One  Serjeant,  one  Corporal  and  Fifteen  Men  of  the  Invalids',  to 
mount  Guard  at  the  Court  House  to-morrow  morning. 

Three  Serjeaxxts  of  the  Qity  Guards  are  to  be  reduced  to-monoir. 
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Angmli29th,li77. 

Tbe  Citj  GFnard  are  to  "bo  reduced  to  Tbree  Companies  each  con* 
risting  of  ofie  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Ensign,  iSve  Seijeanta^ 
eight  Corporals,  and  eighty  Privates,  Cap*  Bradford's  Company  nA 
youngest  to  be  reduced  and  all  the  other  Commissioned  and  non  Com- 
missioned, Seijeaats  add  Corporals  Exceeding  the  above  number. 

A  Serjeant  of  the  Invalids  to  attend  every  day  at  the  Town  Ma-» 
Jors  as  Orderly. 

One  Corporal  and  four  Men  of  the  Invalids  to  mount  Guard  daily 
at  the  New  Store  House  near  the  Barracks. 

August,  22',  1777- 

A  SaWtera  Officer  to  vepair  immediately  to  the  Betteriog  Homa 
Hospital  to  reeeive  and  oooduct  150  Conyaleseenta  to  the  fiospitat 
at  Peel  Hall,  and  there  remain  till  releiveid. 

August  24<S  1777. 

All  noD  Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  belonging  to  his  Ex- 
cellencies Army  that  have  straggled  into  this  City  are  to  be  taken 
up  and  confined  in  the  New  Goal  'till  collected,  when  they  mre  to  b^ 
marched  to  the  Army. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M.    ; 


COLONBL  ElEBBIBS  TO  PRESIDENT  WhARTON,   1777. 

Bellvue,  24th  Aug.,  77.    2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Sir,  .  ♦  f 

.  I  this  moment  reo'd  your  Exeeleticy's  fatonr  of  yesterday,  and 
mote  the  Contents,  I  am  Exceeding  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellea<7^ 
thai  it's  extreamly  difficult  to  procure  substitutes  in  this  Comsty,. 
even  for  the  extra vegant  sum  of  60  dollars,  which  I  haTe  been  foro'd 
to  give  for  third  Class,  before  I  could  get  a  man.  Chiefly  owing  to 
the  Example  of  the  City,  County  of  Phil»  &  Chester. 

The  3"^  Class  Consist  only  uf  150  privates,  under  the  oommand  6t 
Major  Folwell,  and  the  greatest  part  of  those  are  substituteB.  Th# 
whole  is  well  provided  with  armes,  and  chiefly  well  acoouter'd. 
Tents,  I  believe,  will  be  the  principal  article  wanting. ,  I  think  it 
will  be  difficult  to  procure  any  Considerable  No.  of  substitutes  for 
this  Class,  add  as  near  One  month  of  their  time  is  already  pas'd  the 
men  will  be  discharged  at  different  times,  should  more  b^  added, 
and  no  officers  to  command  those  whose  time  will  not  be  expired^ 
Tbe  calling  out  the  fourth  Class  would  draw  out  some  in  their  owii 
iom,  with  the  sab^  that  mi^t  be  added  would  perhaps  make  a  small 
Battalion  more.    This  I  tdse  the  Liberty  to  offer  for  the  counciU 
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Consideratloiii  bni  if  they  shimld  think  it  best  to  add  more  rabt^  to 
the  3"  C1a88  nothiDg  shall  be  wanting  enmj  part  to  aoeamplieh 
that  end.  On  the  Contrary,  what  ever  Orders  may  begiven  shall  ba 
punctually  obey'd.  We  are  now  prooeeding  npon  the  Collecting  of 
the  snb  money  of  the  1**  &  2"'  Class,  but  we  are  very  deficient  ia 
Ma^strates  and  Constables  that  will  do  their  duty.  If  any  furthec 
remissnes  shou'd  appear  in  any  of  the  Justices  the  Council  shall  be 
Immediately  advis'd  thereof.  If  I  am  to  procure  more  substitutes  I 
shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  Call'g  upon  your  Excellency  for  more 
Gash  before  I  can  possibly  Collect  any  from  those  for  whome  sub's 
is  found,  as  I  have  as  yet  paid  all  the  men  their  wages,  with  the 
number  of  arms  so  purchased,  expends  an  amaaing;  sum  of  money. 
J  The  Bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Jno.  Smick,  will  deuyer  this,  he  is  a 
Trusty  man,  So  if  the  Council  can  send  up  by  him  about  two  thous- 
and pounds  it  may  be  safely  done,  and. will  be  certainly  want'd  before 
money  can  otherwise  be  had. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellenoys  most  Obedient  & 
Very  Hum*  Serv', 

JO.  EIRKBRIDE. 
Directed. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomaa  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Mr.  Jno.  Smick. 


Thomas  Dorset  to  Supreme  Executivs  Council. 

Oentlemen,  ^ 

As  the  pay  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  is  to  be  govern^  as  near 
aa  possible  by  the  rules  for  regulating  the  pay  of  the  Continental 
Army,  and  as  its  necessary  the  county  paymasters,  as  well  as  myself, 
should  have  some  fixed  rule  whereby  to  regulate  ourselves,  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  and  Militia  differing  so  widely  in  oircumstanoes,  I 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  honors  tbe  inclosed  resolves  of  Congress 
ibr  regulating  the  paymaster  Generals  department,  requesting  your 
honors  pointing  out  such  articles  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to 
govern  mine. 

Remain  Gentlemen, 

Your  Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOM.  DOBSET. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  25, 1777. 
Directed. 

To  The  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of. 
Pennsylvania. 
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GbNBBAL  PoTTEB  to  PbBSIDSNT  WfiARIOK^  1777. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  presented  to  yon  by  Mr.  Jordon,  a  young  Gentleman 
whose  service  in  last  Winter's  Campaign,  as  a  Lieutenant,  were  he 
distinguished  himself  on  many  occasions  with  Resolution  &  bravery 
becoming  a  Good  Officer  and  a  Gentleman. 

Therefore,  beg  leave  to  Recommend  him  to  your  notice  to  have 
him  appointed  a  Lieu^  in  Capt"  Broadhead's  Comp^,  in  Colonel 
Becker's  Battalion^  and  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  merit  the  appoint- 
ment. 

I  am  Sir  Your 

Mo*  Hubl«  Ser*, 

JAS.  POTTER. 

PhiladS  26**  Aug*,  1777. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'*,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  July,  26, 1777.* 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania 
be  requested  to  order  all  the  leaden  spouts  in  Philadelphia,  to  be 
taken  down  for  the  use  of  the  laboratory. 

Whereas  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Deleware  are  threatened 
with  an  immediate  invasion  from  a  powerful  army,  who  have  already 
landed  at  the  head  of  Chesapeake  bay  ]  and  whereas,  the  principles 
of  policy  and  self  preservation  require  that  all  persons  who  may 
reasonably  be  suspected  of  aiding  or  abetting  the  cause  of  the  enemy 
may  be  prevented  from  pursuing  measures  injurious  to  the  genend 
weal. 

Resolved,  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  states  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Delaware  be  requested  to  cause  all  persons  within  their 
respective  states  notoriously  disaffected,  forthwith  to  be  apprehended, 
disarmed  and  secured  till  such  time  as  the  respective  states  think 
they  may  be  released,  without  injury  to  the  common  cause. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tbe  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  cause  a  diligent  search  to 
be  made  in  the  houses  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia who  have  not  manifested  their  attachment  to  the  American  cause, 
for  fire  arms,  swords  and  baybnets ;  that  the  owners  of  the  arms  so 
found  be  paid  fox,  at  an  appraised  value,  and  that  they  be  delivered 

*  See  CoL  Bee.  VoL  XI.  p.  278. 
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to  Booh  of  the  Militia  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvaiiia^ho  lie  at  preM&t 
unarmed^  ^tfid  have  beea  called  into  the  field. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 

DirecUdf 
His  Escellency,  The  President,  and  Supreme  Bxeontive  Coanoil 

— State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Besolvb  of  Congrbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Ang.  26, 1777. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  ezcellencyi  the  president 
&  the  hon"'*  executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensjlvania,  to  lend 
to  the  commander  in  chief  two  brass  twelve  pounders  belonging  to 
the  said  State. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes."^ 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


tTlLLIAM  BUCHANNAN    TO    SUPREMK    EXECUTIVE    CoUNCILy 

1777. 

Philadelphia,  26**  Aug',  1777. 
To  The  Honourable, 

The  President  and  Executive  Gounoil  of  (he  State  of 
Pennsylvania: 

Ckntlemen, 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  inclosing  you  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  10**  June  last,  lest  it  may  have  escaped  your  Notice;. 
Wor  should  I  now  call  your  Attention  to  it,  had  not  many  of  my 
Assistant  Commissaries,  Purchasers  of  Live  Stock,  suggested  to  me 
that  the  Purchase  of  fat  Cattle  for  the  Supply  of  your  State  Navy 
points  out  the  propriety  of  the  Measure  therein  recommended. 
I  have  the  Hon'  to  be, 
Gent", 

Ton  mo.  Ob*  &  Very  hble.  serv* 

W-  BUCHANAN,  C.  G.  of  Pnrch*. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.  p.  278. 
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Copy  of  Ab  tliMy  shcili  ArtMe of  the  Besdiraiof  Coogrm,  piMed 
BO  the  10^  June,  1777|  for  eopptjiog  tiie  Army  wMi  ^WTvAoDa. 

That  ftU  Persons  employed  to  purchase  for  the  United  States,  any 
Articles  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Porohases,  Quarter  Master,  Director  or  Clothier  General,  or  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Military  Stores,  shall  previously  apply  to  them^ 
or  the  Prlnoipal  Officers  under  them  reepeotively,  for  Certificates  of 
the  several  Prices  by  them  allowed  for  such  Articles,  and  shall  not, 
on  any  Pretence  whatsoever,  exceed  such  Prices.  And  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  give  their  Purchasers^  respectively 
similar  Directions. 


Anthojit  Butlbr  to  Suprsmb  Sxeoutive  Council,  1777^ 

Mr.  Hale^  who  is  a  Deputy  Waggon  Master  General,  wants  seven 
Waggons  for  the  use  of  General  Nash'fl  Brigade.  Owing  to' the 
death  of  many  of  their  borses,  and  other  Circumstances,  as  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  supply  him,  I  have  referred  him  to  the  hon^*",  the 
Executive  Council. 

I  am,  with  tlespect, 

Your  very  hble.  Ser', 

ANTHY.  BUTLER.* 

Directed. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq- 


Sup.  Exbc.  CounoHi  to  Justicbs,  1777. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  27, 1777. 
Gentlemen : 

Application  has  been  made  in  the  most  pressing  terms  for  a 
Bumber  of  waggons  &  horses  to  forward  Artillery  stores,  &o.,  to 
Gen^cfal  Washington,  who,  it  is  feared,  may  be  in  exceeding  great  waDt 
qfihem ;  as  he  has  written  for  them  to  be  sent  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition. The  Council  have  therefore,  directed  and  ordered  that  tho 
Justices  of  the  county  of  Chester  do  send  to  Philadelphia  twenty- 
five  waggons,  with  four  horses  each,  as  soon  as  they  can  by  any 
means,  be  obtained.     If  they  cannot  be  had  very  readily  by  other 

*  See  page  277,  Ool.  B«c.,  Vol.  XI. 
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means,  tbey  miuit  be  imprassed,  which  wo  hope  will  noi  be  neees- 
Bary,  aa  their  ia  plenty  of  fonge  for  horsea  in  the  army,  and  if  the: 
drlTers  take  the  necessary  care,  they  will  be  very  little  if  any  injured 
in  the  servioe  required  of  them. 
And  Phibwi*.  €•.  25  waggons. 

Dtreciedj 

To  the  Jnstioea  of  the  oountiea  of  Philad*.  &  Chester  respectively .* 


Thos.  MrppLiN  TO  Sup.  Exec.  Council,  1777. 

The  Necessity  which  the  Quarter  Master  Generals  Department 
labours  under  for  Want  of  Waggons  obliges  me  to  make  this  appli- 
cation to  the  bon^^*  the  Executive  Council,  and  to  Bequest  they 
would  order  Forty  Waggons  down  to  Philadelphia  with  aa  mucL 
Despatch  as  can  be  used. 

The  Commissary  of  Military  stores  is  in  Want  of  twenty  four 
Artillery  Horses  to  replace  others  which  have  died  in  service,  and 
to  forward  some  Howitss  &  artillery  to  his  Excellency  General 
Wai^hington.  Gould  these  be  procured  with  the  Waggons  it  would 
greatly  assist  the  service. 

I  am  for  General  Mifflin 

the  hon"'  the  Counoirs  very  hble  servt, 

ANTHT.  BUTLER. 
Philad-,  27  August,  1777. 

Directed. 
To  the  Hon^^  The  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


•    Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  28  August,  1777. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  General  SuUivan,  with 
the  Papers  inclosed,  was  referred,  reported. 

That  the  several  Testimonies  which  have  been  published  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  contest  betwixt  Great  Britain  and 
America,  and  the  uniform  Tenor  of  the  Conduct  and  Conversation  of^ 
a  number  of  Persons  of  considerable  wealth,  who  profess  thems^vea 
to  belong  to  the  Society  of  People  commonly  called  Quakers,  render 
it  certain  and  notorious  that  those  Persons  are,  with  much  rancour 
and  bitterness,  disaffected  to  the  American  Cause. 

That  as  these  Persons  will  have  it  in  their  Power,  so  there  is  no 
Doubt  it  will  be  their  Inclination  to  communicate  Intelligence  to  the 

♦  See  Col,  Reo.  Vol.  XL,  p.  279. 


PINNBTLVANIA  A&OIIIVIS  Vtfri  MOT 

Btevy^  mid  in  yaridiui  oMior  irayn  to  vajwn  tlM  OoODaeb  and  aniiB 
0f  AmefiBa. 

That  when  the  Enemy,  in  t]ie  month  of  Deeeinber,  1776,  were 
bendiDg  their  Progreis  towards  the  City  of  Phikdelphia,  a  certain 
seditions  Pablication,  addressed  "  To  our  Friends  and  Brethren  in 
religious  Profession,  in  these  and  the  adjacent  Provinces/'  signed 
'<  John  Pemberton,  in  and  on  Behalf  of  the  meeting  of  soffenDgs, 
held  at  Philadelphia,  for  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey,  the  20th  of 
the  12th  month,  1776/'  was  published,  and,  as  yonr  Committee  is 
credibly  informed,  circulated  amongst  many  members  of  the  society 
called  Quakers  throughout  the  different  states. 

That. as  the  seditions  Paper  aforesaid,  originated  ia  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  and  as  the  Persons  whose  names  are  undermentioned, 
have  uniformly  manifested,  by  tbeir  general  conduct  and  conversa- 
tion, a  Disposition  highly  inimical  to  Uie  Cause  of  America,  therefore 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  forthwith  lo  apprehend  anct 
secure  the  Persons  of  Joshua  Fisher,  Abel  James,  James  Pern* 
berton,  Henry  Drinker,  Israel  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton,  John 
James,  Samuel  Pleasants,  Thomas  Wharton,  Sen%  Thomas  Fisher, 
son  of  Joshua,  and  Samuel  Fisher,  son  of  Joshua,  together  with  all 
such  Papers  in  their  Possession  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature. 

And  Whereas,  there  is  strong  reason  to  apprehend  that  these 
Persons  maintain  a  Correspondence  and  Connection  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  public  safety,  not  only  in  this  state,  but  in  the  respective 
states  of  America. 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Powers  of  the  respective 
States,  forthwith  to  Apprehend  and  secure  all  Persons,  as  well  among 
tiie  People  called  Quakers,  as  others,  who  have  in  their  general  Con- 
duct and  Conversation,  widened  a  Disposition  inimical  to  the  Cause 
of  America ;  and  that  the  Persons  so  seised  be  confined  in  such 
Places  and  treated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  consistent  with  their 
respective  Characters  and  the  security  of  their  Persons. 

That  the  records  and  Papers  of  the  meetings  of  Sufferings  in  the. 
respective  states  be  forthwith  secured  and  carefully  examined,  and 
that  such  Parts  of  them  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature,  be  forthwith^ 
transmitted  to  Congress. 

.  The  said  report  being  read,  and  the  several  Paimmphs  oonsiderMl 
and  debated,  and  the  Qaestion  pnt  thereon  sevesally,  the  same  mt^ 
agreed  to. 

Ordered, 

^  That  the  Board  of  War  remove,  under  Guard,  to  a  Place'  of 
security,  out  of  the  state  q£  Pennsylvania,  the  fion^ble  John  Penn, 
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E^^.t  attd  Bfli(i««iia  Ohew^  Itmf.,  waA  Ihal  Atj  gira  aHen  fer 
having  them  safely  seoured  and  entertained  agreeable  to  Aeip  nnk 
mmI  8t»tip$  Ul  IM^ 

Bjr  oidef  ef  Oongrew, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Preside* 


Bcp.  £U0.  Ck>ujroiL  to  latiUTWSiAxtrBj  1T77. 

Philadelphia,  27th  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

General  Howe  haviQg  landed  an  army  in  Haryland,  leaa  than 
feyenty  miles  from  this  eity,  &  the  event  thereof  being  uncertain  Sk 
perhaps  at  some  disUnoe^  it  is  proper  to  inform  you,  thak  before  long 
it  may  be  necessary  to  draw  out  more  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  to 
replace  those  who  are  now  in  the  field^  but  whose  term  of  two  months 
is  passing.  The  City,  Philadelphia,  Lancaster  &  Bucks  Coanties 
have  3d  classes  now  embodied,  &  in  servioe.  It  is  but  equal  to  maka 
like,  calls  on  other  Counties.  Of  course  it  is  highly  probable  that 
tlounoil  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  ordering  a  [second]  Class  of  the 
Militia  of  your  County  to  be  drawn  out,  and  perhaps  a  [third].  Tbi4 
being  in  view,  it  is  proper,  that  yoo,  &  your  deputies,  should  be  ao* 
quainted  with  it,  &  that  you  make  every  provision,  &  take  every 
previous  step  for  their  march.  The  unarmed  state  in  which  too 
many  of'  the  Battalions  come  out,  is  very  distressing.  What  arms 
are  to  be  had  here,  will  be  readily  furnished,  butihe  Council  of  Safety 
delivered  out  so  Uberally  &  so  long,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  arm 
Qumbers  of  the  men,  who  have  already  been  sent  down.  Your  mort 
serious  attention  and  diligent  endeavonn  to  provide  arms  are  therefore 
essentially  necessary.  In  this  City,  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  with 
the  Lieut,  are  now  actually  putting  in  force  the  power  given  to  dia* 
arm  the  Tories,  by  going  to  and  searching  the  houses  of  the  suspected 
inhabitants,  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  oC 
^-Ilegianoe  to  this  State,  &  of  abjuration  of  the  King  of  Oroat  Britain^ 
As  men  who  are  skilled  in  the  use  of  rifles,  may  be  picked  out  o$ 
the  companies,  send  down  all  the  good  rifles  you  can  meet  with.  Col- 
Isotions  of  Blankets  have  been  made  thro'  the  City  more  than  once, 
4  some  Counties  have  set«ed  then).  I  reoommosd  thia  measure 
to  you,  because  the  fall  of  the  year,  approaches,  &  the  Militia  bimI 
have  Blankets. 

You  will  please  to  observe,  that  I  now  call  out  no  Militia,  I  only 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  Zl.»  p.  28a. 


EEKBraTLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1777.  SST 


teira  yoQ  f o  t>F6|»re  for  the  embodying,  of  Militii,  id  eue  of  need ; 
and  this  I  tell  joa  is  very  likely. 

I  am 

Sir, 
Yonr  most  obed^  Serr^ 

To  th^  Lieatenaots  of  the  Coanties. 


Sup.  Exbc.  Council,  to  Dep.  Q.  Mb.  Gbnl.  1777^ 

In  Gounoily  Philadelphia  August  28^  1777. 
Sir, 

The  quarter  master  general  assured  Council  some  time  since,  that 
the  Militia  of  this  State  when  called  into  service  Bfaould  be  supplied 
with  every  article  they  stood  in  need  of  out  of  the  General  store,  I 
therefore  request  you  will  supply  either  of  the  Generals  of  this  State 
with  such  necessaries  as  they  may  order  to  be  taken  up  for  the  use 
aforesaid. 


I  am  Sir, 


Your  very 

^humble  Seryant 

T,  W*  jr. 


To  Mr.  Ant'  Butler,  Deputy  Qt.  Mr.  Qenl. 


Sup.  Exbo.  Council,  to  Col.  Wu.  Bramohb  &c.,  1777. 
To  be  communicated  to  the  other  Colonels  of  the  City  Militia 

of  Foot. 

Phikdelphia,  28th  of  Aug*,  1777 
Sir,     . 

Council  have  called  upon  the  Lieutenant  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and'  the  townships  and  District  annexed,  &  his  deputies,  to  execute 
the  power  given  to  them  by  the  late  Act  of  Assembly,  obliging  the 
male  Inhabitants  of  this  State  to  giro  assurance  of  Allegiance  to  the 
same,  of  disarming  all  the  Inhabitants  of  said  City,  Townships,  ft 
Distrids,  who  by  refusing  or  neglecting  to  take  ft  subocribe  the  oath 
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or  affirmation,  in  ft  by  said  aet  of  aasemblj  preaoribeci,  have  made 
themselves  liable  to  such  disgrace. 

The  multiplied  business  of  the  Lieuts.,  &  the  deputy  Lts.,  the 
propriety  of  proceeding  with  address  So  vigor,  &  also,  at  once ;  &  the 
extent  of  the  undertaking  render  it  necessary,  that  the  Colonels  of 
the  several  corps  of  foot  Militia  in  the  city,  Townships  &  Districts 
annexed  act  in  this  business,  &  distribute  to  each  Captain  the  share 
to  he  assigned  him. 

Tho'  the  directions  to  the  Lieut.,  &  his  deputies  are  as  large,  as 
the  Act  of  Assembly,  &  include  all  recusants  of  the  Test,  yet  I  doubt 
not,  the  Colonels  will  make  proper  distinctions.  To  their  prudence, 
&  activity,  the  execution  of  this  measure  must  be  referred.  It  is 
immediately  designed  to  procure  weapons  for  the  Militia,  who  have 
marched ;  but  it  is  in  every  respect  important.  To  say  auy  thing 
further  would  be  needless. 

I  am,  &c. 

JHrected..  ^ 

To  Col.  Wm.  Bradford, 


Sup.  ^xbo.  Council,  to  Maj.  Gen.  Armstrong,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  August  28th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  arms  which  are  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  lieutenants  of 
this  city  by  the  militia  who  are  returned  from  Billingsport  are  ez- 
oeedingly  out  of  repair,  owing  in  many  instances  to  the  sihsmefol 
neglect  &  abuse  of  the  persons  in  whose  hands  they  have  been.  The 
Council  direct  me  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  issue  effectual 
orders  to  prevent  the  like  abuses  in  future,  and  you  will  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  it  on  the  first  mention  of  this  dangerous  practice. 
Directed 
'  To  (Major  Qen.  Armstrong. 


R.  Maoalbster  to  President  of  Council,  1777. 

Hanover  Town,  Aug.  28th,  1777* 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honour  of  Beceving  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  Inst.,  I  ba& 
the  same  hoops  of  the  Example  of  the  Neigh bourin  Couaties  8piiitin|^ 
up  those,  so  much  Eelaxed  in  our  County  &  made  tks  greatest  oa^ 
of  it  w^  them,  &  believe  it  at  length  had  some  Sffeot.  Tour  H<ni* 
13  pleased  to  say  you  are  of  the  mind  it's  mueh  owing  to  wut  of 
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spirit  and  aoGvety  in  those  wbo  are  intmsted  w*>^  the  management  of 
those  affaira,  or  the  influenoe  of  a  few  Leading  men,  or  both,  y'  also 
j^eased  to  tell  me  tha  wheels  of  Ooveroment  are  in  motion  in  allmost 
every  Goanty  of  this  State  as  to  the  latter;  I  wonld  to  Ood  it  wasd 
not  almost  bnt  altogether  the  case,  and  as  to  the  former  charge 
Levelled  against  me  I  Do  Denie  to  be  the  case,  and  was  Council 
better  informed  of  the  temper,  of  the  more  than  one  half  of  this 
Connty  and  the  trable  I  have  had  &  the  abuse  Rec'd  they  w'  think 
otherwise.  Not  many  days  past  200  of  the  Germans  Assembled  not 
more  than  a  mile  from  this  place,  its  said  to  bind  themselves  to  each 
other  that  they  w'  not  muster  nor  go  in  the  Militia  any  way,  nor 
snffer  their  effects  to  be  sold  to  pay  any  fines,  and  to  stand  by  other 
at  the  Risque  of  their  lives,  to  kill  every  man  who  w*  Distress  them, 
they  say  themselves  there  is  upwards  of  500  in  this  combination, 
bnt  have  larned  the  writings  wass  not  perfited,  it's  also  said  they 
intended  to  come  to  my  house  &  either  kill  me  or  beet  me  so  that 
I  should  not  truble  them  any  more,  M'  Slagle  was  also  threatened, 
Som  Game  in  town,  but  I  happened  to  be  attending  York  town  Bata- 
Hon  that  day  so  they  missed  me,  and  Returned ;  these  are  facta  and 
in  the  midest  of  all  these  Dificualties  and  trubles  with  my  Neighbors 
amongst  whom  I've  lived  upwards  of  20  years  in  peace  &  good  order. 

Because  I  cant  turn  the  harts  of  those  people  immediately  which 
none  bnt  God  that  made  them  can  do,  (as  appears  to  be  the  case,) 
I  find  myself  Reflected  on  for  the  want  of  what  those  people  say  I 
have  too  much  of;  had  I  as  useali,  som  of  the  leading  men  or  people 
of  Influenoe  w^  me,  perhaps  it  might  be  better,  its  to  the  revarce. 

I  was  early  Imbarked  in  this  onhapey  Dispute,  and  I  tuck  it  up 
from  prinoable,  and  my  conduct  I  beleve  will  apear  ad  firm  and  as 
onshaken  as  maney  in  the  State,  and  as  well  attatched  to  the  Defence 
of  it,  &  the  States  in  generall,  nor  w*  any  man  be  better  Pleased  to 
see  the  Dne  administration  of  Justice  in  this  State,  nor  hath  inanoy 
a  Greater  needio  see  it  in  full  foroe  than  myself^  as  to  the  test  you, 
anspeot  me  from  what  I  said  respecting  it  that  I  hadent  tuck  it,  and 
perhaps  hindered  the  progress  of  it  w^  others,  I  have  long  taken  it 
in  Prinoable  I  ashure  y  Hon'  aa  alsolaterly  in  form.  But  froin  my 
Kndedge  of  the  Germans  in  General,  who  is  Numenma  in  this 
County  and  amongst  whom  I  live,  and  hearing  there  Sentiments 
Respecting  those  Matters,  the  arguments  they  made  use  of  Respect* 
ing  there  being  Naturalized  there  taking  AUegonce  to  the  Ki^,  I 
was  sorry  to  see  the  test  w*^  l^e  abjuration  in  the  begining  of  it 
Coming  out  amongst  them  at  that  time,  &  it  hath  turned  out  just  as 
I  'Expected  Respecting  it,  as  tho  world  eant  make  them  beleve  they 
are  clear  of  thire  oath  to  the  King,  and  they  say  to  be  obleged  to 
Renounce  their  oath,  &  perhaps  in  a  short  time  to  be  obleged  to  swear 
to  the  King,  is  a  matter  seeming  imposable  for  tiiem  to  git  over 
(altho'  weak  and  simple  as  it  is)  many  Arguments  is  made  use  of 
W^  then^  but  to  Kttle  porpose ;  som  Even  Refuse  taking  it  when  it 
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beeomoB  Neoessary  for  t&e  oonveying  Laad,  others  take  it  raiiier  ihm 
loose  a  good  bargin. 

I  Pledge  my  honoar  that  I  have  nsed  all  mj  Inflaeiice  ir^  them 
to  take  it,  Qaalifies  or  gits  it  don,  to  all  who  I  can  prevail  on,  bvt 
BothiDg  yet  happened  that  gWes  so  much  Disatisfaotion  or  raises 
such  Jelesies  in  the  brests  of  the  Ignorant,  as  to  be  called  on  to  take 
this  oath,  a  simple  oath  of  aiegance  w'  have  gone  down  generally  w*^ 
them,  this  made  me  call  it  this  long  tailed  oath,  and  it  hath  answered 
the  purpose  I  expected  w*^  those  people,  Altho'  they  are  not  able  to 
Denie  that  som  Kind  of  an  oath  is  Necessary  to  be  taken  by  all  who 
w*  Protect  the  States. 

However  there  is  gentlemen  asedious  in  calling  it  even  Persievtion, 
and  that  those  who  had  taken  aiegance  to  the  King  shonld  not  take 
any  test  till  they  Know  who  is  Master,  in  this  citiation  we  are  at 
Present.  However,  I  dont  Dispair,  inasmnch  as  Council  seems 
to  hold  me  as  snspected  Person,  and  not  spirited  nor  active.  I 
shonld  be  greatly  obliged  by  y'  appointing  a  person  who  may  be 
abekr  to  carry  the  Milita  Law  into  Execution,  as  the  fbll  £xecntioii 
of  it  w^  give  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  Possible,  and  hope  it  may 
be  bro*  about  speedily ;  the  appointment  will  by  no  mieans  disoblige 
me  but  give  me  great  Pleasure. 

From  the  disposition  of  the  People  &  the  Ul  success  t  had  amongst 
them,  which  was  Very  Disagreeable  to  me,  had  Maney  a  time  almost 
fully  detirmined  Resining  in  form.  Nothing  prevented  it  but  Uiat  I  w^ 
not  Gratify  them  &  that  it  was  all  they  Desired,  A  would  a'said  I  thea 
was  convinced  of  my  Erors,  So  it  was  thot  by  my  Frij^nd  &  myself  it 
w*  Do  Grate  Harm. 

5  Companies  is  Marched,  we  are  striving  hard  to  marob  the  other 
tiiree,  which  is  a  company  from  each  Batalion ;  I  hope  a  few  days  will 
send  the  last  off,  meening  the  first  class;  the  Reason  of  my  not 
answering  the  letters  of  the  28^  k  31  of  July,  was  this,  that  I 
wanted  to  git  something  Don  if  possable  before  I  w*  write,  I  had 
wrote  Council  the  ill  temperment  of  more  than  half  of  the  County  I 
believe  before,  I  iho^  as  soon  as  I  had  som  good  ac*  should  write, 
there  is  several  places  in  those  ports  that  Not  any  will  Except  of 
Commissions,  by  election  nor  appointment  at  aney  Sate,  so  Cant  git 
ofesett  to  do  aney  thing,  I  clased  them  nevertheless,  and  Dm^  part 
out  of  them ;  Ia<Uiere'd  strictly  to  the  opinion  of  Council  in  y^  Letter 
of  2|<^  July  BeqMoting  the  large  Prices  given  for  Bubstittttes ;  m 
Cumberland  M'.  Gregory  give  100  to  120  Dolers,  I  give  not  more 
than  40, 1  am  obliged,  or  at  least  the  subs,  who  have  not  s;oe  don 
Hierinff,  to  give  the  same  or  not  git  a  man ;  should  be  glad  of  (M^kfs 
in  this  Matter,  there  is  one  thmgthatdoth  thegratest  Mkchief  PossiMe 
and  sowers  the  mind  of  those  who  have  been  forward,  and  they  do 
say  if  not  Remedied  will  not  lift  a  gun  for  no  maa,  that  is  the  last 
years  fines  £rom  tiie  nonassosiators,  the  Comistionta  is  nluck  in  thie, 
the  Colectors  also,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  say  they  will  not  lift  it 
for  fear  of  thire  lives;  Constables  we  have  none  that  will  act^  my 
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hBnd  18  very  weak  and  notbiog  to  support  itae ;  waad  thode  fiaes  Kfted 
tbej  Bay,  who  have  been  forward,  they  w'  assiet  me  to  oavrey  nMittors 
into  EUecntion  bat  they  rather  believe  it  cant  be  don,  bo  conclude 
the  Militia  Law  will  also  fail ;  I  should  be  j^xtremel^  Glad  tbose 
n)attenr  was  settled  w""  the  Nonasosiators,  the  hands  of  the  ofesers 
w'  BOOH  be  strengthened  and  those  Raskils  brot  to  know  better;  if 
something  is  not  done  in  this,  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  was  well 
afected  will,  and  even  now  Refuse  aney  order,  in  the  Meantime  shall 
do  Every  thing  in  my  power  to  foreward  Matters  until  Council 
writes  me ;  should  any  more  be  called  suddently  from  those  Parts  it 
will  be  Necessary  to  send  naore  Cash,  as  what  I  had  is  nearly  out; 
som  Companies  we  have  been  obliged  to  hier  every  man  except  5  or 
6,  in  the  last  money  I  Received  there  is  a  Quantity  of  New  fork 
Money  which  we  cant  make  use  of:  we  shant  be  able  to  lift  those  largo 
fines,  except  the  other  is  first  lifted  from  the  Nonasosiators,  and  those 
who  wass  well  afected  then  will  assist,  as  those  people  make  no  stop 
in  swearing  they  will  take  lives  before  it  is  lifted,  (or  one  shilling  of 
it,)  I  shael  conclude  by  taking  the  liberty  of  subscribing  myself^ 
Y'  Hon' 

Most  ob^ 

Hum>»  Serv* 

R.  M'CALBSTER  * 

NB.  Shall  in  8C  short  tiiHe  send  a  return  of  the  offescrs  who  will 
serve,  and  if  Posable  will  weat  on  Council  in  person  to  give  air  ac*  of 
my  proceedings,  which  am  not  ashamed  of  nor  afraid  to  ans'  to. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  BJsqr.,  President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 


SUPRBMB  BXBCtJnV^  OOTJKCIL  TO   Gbn'L  ARMSTRONG,  1777^ 

Philadelphia;  28*^  Aagtist,  1777. 
Sir, 

You  liave  seen  that  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  this  State  has 
(Ordered  that  a  Gill  of  Rum  or  Whisky  be  dayly  distributed  to  each 
man  in  the  Militia,  going  out  into  the  field,  &  that  the  President  & 
Gooacil  provide  the  same.  Hitherto  this  eratuity  of  the  Legialatnre 
kaa  bc»n  famished,  bni  not  to  any  valuable  purpose,  as  far  as  ap- 
p6wrs»  Many  hm%  instead  of  thaaksi  rendered  grumbling  and 
eUaikoar. 

Bat  Couneil  apprehend  that  upon  the  junction  oi  the  Militia 
voder  yowr  Command,  with  the  Continental  army,  some  difficultiea 
may  arise  from  another  Quartet.  Perhaps  General  Washington 
would  forsee  inconvenience  in  distributing  sttong  liquors;  of  which 

«See.pii9Bn9. 
23* 
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the  people  in  general  ai^  fond,  to  one  part  of  his  army  whilst 
another  ia  neglected;  aoldien,  it  is  supposed  are  toUerablj  easy 
whilst  every  thing  is  dealt  alike  to  all,  bat  are  dbgosted  by  partiality.. 
.1  desire  you  to  think  of  this  subject,  &  let  me  know  whether  the 
delivery  of  the  Gill  of  spirits  had  not  better  be  discontinued  as  to 
Militia  who  act  in  coDJunotion  with  the  Continental  army^  &  an 
equivalent  be  paid  to  each  man  in  money  on  his  return* 
Your  reply  to  this  will  oblige, 

Sir^ 
your  most  obed*  serv*, 
Directed, 
To  Oeneral  Armstrong. 


Colonel  Galbratth  to  President  Wharton,  1777, 

May  it  please  your  Ezcellencie, 

Sir,  your  favour  of  the  20***  Ins^  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  night 
last,  desireing  me  to  dismiss  the  second  &  third  classes  of  the  Lan- 
caster Militia — at  the  time  I  called  these  Classes  there  was  but  five 
Battalions  formed  properly,  besides  that  of  the  borrow,  &  the  whole 
of  the  Clases  (called)  are  marched  from  four  Battalions,  &  at  Chester, 
the  others  I  have  detained  here  to  Ouard  the  Prisoners  &  Stores 
where  directed — should  it  still  be  your  Excellencies  pleasure  that 
they  should  be  dismissed,  I  would  request  that  a  line  from  the  Secr^ 
to  Col.  Watsoii  &  Lowry  at  Chester,  might  be  sufficient. 
I'm  in  haste, 

your  Excellencies  most  obed*  serv*, 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH, 
Lien^  Lane'  Conn^. 
Direetedj 

To  His  Ezcellencie  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq"",  Prendent  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

28th  Angost,  1777. 

The  Circular  Letter  is  filled  with  its  Class— Postscript  is  added 
thus: 

T'  L'  of  the  Ins*  is  received.  We  were  desirous  to  dismiss 
some  of  y  Militia,  &  in  the  Lettez^of  the  2**  Ins^  said  so,  but  if 
you  carefully  read  the  last  sentence  you  will  find  it  recalled,  on  the 
news  of  Qen}  Howes  arrival  in  Chesapeak.  The  above  is  a  OiroUar 
letter.  Yon  may  see  that  further  calls  of  Militia  Hay  be  necessary. 
Inclosed  are  some  hints  about  levying  the  substitution  money— « 
subject  of  the  first  importance.* 

*  This  paragraph  is  written  on  the  back  of  CoL  G's.  letter,  and  appears 
to  be  draught  of  aoswer  of  Preset  to  it 
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Waaiukt  Libuijsnants  ov  City  and  Countt,  1777. 

In  Council. 

PhiladelpUft,  [Ang.]  28l]i,  1777.    ' 

In  oonformity  with  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  jesterdaj^  fonnded 
in  evident  necessity  &  sonnd  policy,  k  agreeable  to  the  directions  of 
an  Act  of  Assembly  intituled  an  Act  to  oblige  the  male  inhabitants 
of  this  State  to  give  assurance  of  Allegiance  to  the  same  k  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Besolved  k  ordered  that  the  Lieutenants  k  the  deputy  Lieu**  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  k  annexed  Townships  k  Districts,  do  ap- 
point k  employ  one  or  more  proper  persons,  aided,  if  need  bci  by  a 
Constable,  in  the  limitts  k  district  of  each  Captain  of  a  Company 
of  the  Infkntry  of  said  City,  &  the  said  Townships  k  districts  an- 
nezed|  to  enter,  in  the  day  time,  the  dwellings,  out-houses,  k  other 
hiclosures  of  every  inhabitant  of  said  city.  Townships  k  Dbtrict 
annexed,  who  hath  refused  or  neglected,  k  who  yet  refuse  k  nesleot, 
to  take  k  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance,  in  &  by 
the  said  Act  of  Assembly,  directed  and  enjoined  to  be  taken  k 
subscribed  by  every  male  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth,  above 
the  age.  of  eighteen-  years,  k  there  to  make  Dilligent  search  for 
MusquettS|- Carbines,  fusees,  rifles^  k  other  fire  arms,  k  for  swords 
k  Bayonetts,  k  the  same  to  seise,  secure,  k  deliver  to  said  Lieu^  k  his 
Deputies,  or  anv  of  them,  and  it  is  ordered  that  if  any  of  said 
inhabitants  shall  oppose  said  search,  or  conceal  any  fire-arms,  or 
other  weapons  afore-mentioned,  to  apprehend  such  persons,  k  take 
them  before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  to  be  dodt  with  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  further,  the  said  Lieu^  k  his  Deputies,  are  to  have 
all  such  arms  so  taken  carefully  ai^raised,  in  order  that  payment  k 
aatisiactioii  for  the  same  may  lie  made  to  the  rightful  owner.* 


Gibn'l  AaMSTRONa  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Chester,  29*'  August,  1777. 
Dear  Sir,  *     ' 

Gladly  wou'd  I  have  wrote  sooner  to  council  had  not  the  only 
subject  to  be  touched  with  propriety  been  that  of  a  Chaos,  a  situation 
more  easy  to  conceive  than  describe,  however,  I  have  got  at  least 
eighteen  hundred  men  sent  forward.  Some  85  or  40  who  went 
from  Billingsport  &  passed  on  the  River  by  night,  are  unarmed,  but 
Coll.  Coates  has  promised  to  send  them  to  Willmington  where  the 
unarmed  are  to  be  left  to  receive  them.  In  -concert  with  6en>  Pot- 
ter I  have  formed  a  Rifle  Reg*,  and  put  a  Coll.  Dunlap  at  the  head 

*  Bee  Colon.  Rec.  VoL  XL,  p.  279. 
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of  ity  a  prUdeni  man,  and  not  nnaoqnainted  with  the  bnsineaB  of  a 
Partizaii.  1  hope  thk  step  iriH  not  be  ^sagreecbler  to  ObiiDoil,  as 
from  it  we  hope  to  derive  an  earlier  &  more  frequent  servioe  than 
can  well  be  expected  from  the  BaUaliens.  This  Batt*  marches  to 
monow  morning  from  Hooke.  This  morning  Gen^  Potter  sets  out 
to  command  the  first  Brigade.  One  hundred  &  sisty  from  Billings- 
port  to  pass  this  day  to  Willmingtony  whom  with  the  Bifle  BattP  of 
300  privates  are  ezdosive  of  the  number  mentioned  above. 

I  ordered  Coll.  Bull  to  furnish  Council  ^ith  a  general  return  &  a 
copy  to  the  Board  of  War^  and  shall  send  another  as  soon  after  oar 
junetiou  at  Caorp  as  possible.  The  want  of  arms  being  our  great 
complaint,  at  a  crisis  like  thb  too  affecting  fully  to  e^ress^^and. 
having  attempted  every  other  method.  Soi^>OBe  a  }nnto  of  spirited 
Gentlemen  in  Town  were  to  make  a  sudden  effort  from  House  to 
House  dividing  themselves  thro^  the  different  wards,  the  effect  of 
their  persuasion  might  be  of  great  service  to  the  publick  k  who  can 
be  at  a  loss  for  elocution  on  an  occasion  like  this.  Mijov  Henry  has 
done  nobly  in  going  to  French  Greek,  butt  if  the  thii^  promised 
are  not  pushed  forward  'tis  to  no  effect.  I  am  now  sending  arma 
back  to  Philada.  for  repairs  &  beg  the  GunsmHha  may  be  daily 
attended  to.  I  send  Uajor  Cos  to  wait  on  Council  with  this  letter, 
do  what  he  can  and  bring  me  aa  account  to  monow  of  the  prospeefc 
of  arras^  Ac. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  flxoelleneya 
Most  ObedH  humbl  SerVt, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  8. — ^Tour  favour  of  yesterday  is  just  come  fo  hand,  and  your 
observations  on  the  effects  of  the  assemblys  gratuity  in  giving  liquora 
but  too  justly  founded  in  fact — tcv  an  instance  of  which  together 
with  the  best  thoughts  I  can  suddenly  collect,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Major  Cox,  being  obliged  to  go  down  to  Hooke  with 
Gen*  Potter  who  is  impatient  to  get  off,  and  shall  hereafter  if  council 
think  proper  write  on  that  point  at  greater  length. 

J.  A. 
Directed. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton. 

Fav'dby         > 
Major  Cox.     J 
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Moirs.  De  Ooudbat  ot  Dbfskos  DBiAWAmB  Riteb,  1777. 

Memoir  upon  tbe  defenoe  of  the  two  pussiigeB  of  tbe  river^  yis., 
Billmgsport  and  fort  Island. 

The  soundings  made  jtesterday  by  the  navy  board  having  conHrnied 
those  which  I  made  last  week  with  M'  Donaldson^  who  have  sank 
the  chevanz  de  frise,  it  is  demonstrated  in  the  most  incontestible 
manner  that  Fort  Mifflin,  instead  of  having  to  aet  against  three  fri* 
gates  onlji  as  his  Excellency  General  Washington  had  been  assured, 
atid  as  this  General  has  informed  the  congress  in  the  letter  in  which 
be  discusses  the  preference  that  onght  to  be  given  to  one  of  these 
forte;  it  is  incontestible,  ^^^J}  that  as 'fort  Mifflin,  being  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  aboot  15  frigates,  is  thereby  in  a  situation  of  being  demol- 
ished in  a  few  honrs,  ^  it  be  attacked  in  the  condition  in  Wmoh  it  is 
t^t  prBsent;  vis.,  surrounded  by  a  single  paKssade,  or  with  a  wall 
without  a  terrass,  which  can  only  defbnd  it  against  a  coup  de  main^ 
and  cannot  by  any  means  resist  the  cannon. 

It  is  not  less  evident  that  the  ground  being  almost  upon  a  level 
with  the  wtttdr ;  it  is  only  with  vast  expences  ami  a  considerable  time 
that  by  a  rampart,  and  other  oonvenient  alterations.  Ibis  fort  can  be 
pot  in  a  situation  of  resisting  so  many  vessels,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  so  nraeh  the  more  dangerous  to  it,  as  being  upon  a  level 
with  the  river,  and  on  ite  bank,  the  balls  which  could  not  arrive  oir 
ioeount  of  the  distance  of  some  frigates^  would  get  there  by  rebonn- 
ding. 

I  join,  however,  to  this  memorial  two  prqjects  suggested  upon  this* 
Ikead  by  Augustus  le  Brun,  one  of  the  Engineers  who  have  accompa- 
nied me  from  France,  these  projects  suppose  that  for  reasons  which 
particiriarly  regard  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  or  the  plan  of  his 
excellency  General  Washington  for  the  defense  of  the  Delaware,  it 
Would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  put  this  fort  in  a  condition  of  sns^ 
iaining  some  time  the  attacks  of  the  enemy. 

That  of  these  projects,  which  is  the  plainer  an ^  affords  only  a  very 
imperfect  defense,  could  not  be  executed  without  employing  the 
earth  brought  from  the  dikes  which  surrounds  the  Isle  and  putting 
]%  under  water;  this  would  render  it  a  very  unwholesome  place  of 
abode^ 

The  second  project,  which  affords  a  very  complete  and  well  cott<^ 
Mitred  defense,  requires  that  beside  this  earth  more  perhaps  should* 
be  fetched  from  the  other  nde  of  the  river. 

But  the  exeeution  of  even  the  plainest  of  these  projects,  could 
only  be  accomplished  for  the  next  campaign;  nnlessr  meaois  wUch 
would  be  very  expensive  to  this  country  were  employed. 

This,  however,  would  not  disperse,  ^as  it  is  certainly  necessary  in 
the  present  State  of  the  fort)  from  hindering  the  ennemy,  by  che- 
vanz de  friso;  to  plaoe  themselves  in  the  two  chenals  where  the 
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Boundbgs  lately  performed,  shew  that  they  can  place  so  many  fri- 
gates. 

Bat  to  support  these  chevaax  de  frise  it  would  be  neoessary  to 
have  on  the  opposite  bank  a  battery  of  12  or  15  pieces  at  least,  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  four  pounders  on  account  of  the  great  distanoei 
to  which  they  should  fire ;  and  that  their  battery  might  not  be  taken, 
it  should  be  fortified  on  the  land  side,  or  in  other  words,  a  new  fort 
should  be  constructed,  which  would  also  be  attended  with  a  great 
ezpence  in  Artillery,  ammunition  and  construction,  although  the 
ground  I  have  examined  whith  the  Deputies  is  very  favourable. 

If  we  count  the  expence  of  this  fort  which  should  built  quite  new ; 
that  of  red  bank  being  by  far  too  much  above  the  position  of  the 
chevaux  de  frise;  and  that  of  Bush  Island  being  only  a  child's 
play  thing ;  if  to  this  expence  be  added  that  of  the  chevaux  de  frise, 
which  are  to  be  sunk  either  in  the  channel  where  there  are  yet  none 
or  in  that  channel  where  there  are  some  already,  but  which  are  sepa- 
rated 40  feet  the  one  from  another;  if  in  short  we  add  to  all  those 
expences  these  of  the  most  necessary  alterations  to  be  made  in  fort 
Mifflin,  it  will  appear  evident,  as  I  have  declared  in  the  first  memo- 
rial which  I  laid  before  the  Congress  in  the  beginning  of  June,*  when 
they  consulted  me  on  this  head,  that  there  can  be  no  thoughts  of 
defending  this  passage  of  the  river,  unless,  as  I  have  forementioned 
some  reasons  resarding  particularly  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or 
the  future  operations  of  the  army,  should  absolutely  require  to  env 
ble  this  fort  to  renst  for  some  time  the  attacks  of  the  ennemy. 

If  these  reasons  do  not  exist,  it  is  evident  that  we  must  confine 
ourselves  to  the  defense  of  that  passage  alone  of  Billingsport,  where 
t)ie  river  is  more  than  two  thirds  narrower  than  at  fort  Mifflin ;  where 
the  ennemy  can  present  no  more  than  three  frigates  at  a  time ;  where 
the  frigates  can  do  very  little  harm  to  the  battery  which  protects 
the  ehevaux  de  frise,  because  this  battery,  being  very  high,  is  safe 
from  the  rebounding  of  the  balls  and  commands  the  frigates ;  where 
the  Galleys  and  fire  ships  are  more  capable  of  acting  whith  more 
profit  and  facility  than  at  fort  Mifflin ;  and  where  in  short  the  work 
IS  far  advanced,  and  proportioned  to  tibe  small  quantity  of  artillery, 
which  is  at  present  in  a  state  of  serving. 

If  the  Government  intend  to  unite  all  their  efforts  in  finishing 
this  fort,  I  would  propose  to  hire  instead  of  militia  men,  workmen 
by  the  diay,  which  after  an  exact  calculation  of  all  expences,  will  cost 
incomparably  less,  I  believe,  will  work  a  great  deal  moroi  give  hr 
less  trouble  to  those  who  conduct  the  works,  and  not  consume  such 
an  immense  quantity  of  tools  of  all  kinds. 

DU  COUDRAT; 
Hiiladelphia,  29  Aug.,  1777. 

*  See  page  860. 
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Sup.  Exflc.  Council  to  Committeb  foe  Driying  off  Stock, 

1777. 
GentlemeDi 
.  As  the  enemy  are  landed  at  Elk  river,  and  nndonbtedlj  axe  aim- 
ing for  this  city,  I  have  it  in  charge  from  the  Coancil,  to  remind 
you  of  the  necessity  of  a  careful  attention  to  the  duty  of  removing 
the  cattle,  whenever  the  approach  of  the  enemy  may  make  it  neces- 
Bary.  If  any  change  of  ciroamstance  Should  have  rendered  a  further 
appointment  to  your  assistance  necessary,  upon  your  recommendation 
of  a  number  of  proper  persons,  the  Council  will  immediately  appoint 
them. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Yoor  hnmble  servant 
Philada.,  Aug*  29, 1777. 
Directed^ 
To  Wm.  Carson,  Dean  Tidmons,  Nath>  Donnell  k  And^  Carson. 
To  Edward  Few,  Rich'  Dennis,  James  Whitters,  Henry  Maay, 
Sam*  Penrose,  Qeorge  Toung  and  Jacob  Whitman. 
To  Philip  Price,  Adam  Gayer  &  Joshua  Ash,  Jun', 


Jo.  EiBKBBiDfl  TO  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Bellvae,  10  o'dook  Wedneaday  Svan'g. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  had  the  Honor  of  reoe'g  (by  Express)  yoor 
Excellency's  favour  of  this  morning,  and  must  Confess  myself 
exceedingly  surpris'd  at  the  Extraordinary  procedure  Complain'd  of 
against  some  of  my  sub  Lieu^ — which  they  are  who  have  acted  such 
an  Inconsistent  part,  I  am  not  as  yet  able  to  say,  but  I  can  assuna 
your  Excellency,  it  has  been  Intirely  Contrary  to  my  Express  ordw 
—or  the  lest— privity  on  my  part. 

Your  Excelency  &  the  Hon'ble  Counsel!  may  be  asur^d  I  will 
Immediately  take  every  proper  step  to  discover  the  Blameable  per- 
son or  persons,  and  will  cause  him  or  them  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
appear  before  the  Counsoil  to  answer  the  premises. 
I  have  the  Hon'  to  be  yobr 

Excellencjb's  most  respectfuU  k  obedi't 
Hum'l  Serv't, 

JO.  EIRELBBIDB. 
DtreeUd, 
To  His  Excelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 
^Express. 
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Sup.  Exbo.  Counoil  to  Qjsas.  A&iiSTBONa,  1777. 

Ptfladelpbia,  80**  August,  1777. 
Sir, 

1  rec*  yonr  favour  of  yesterday  by  Major  Cox,  &  1  wait  your 
farther  opinion  concerning  the  Spirituous  Liquors.  Meanwhile  Mr. 
Crispin  will  bo  directed  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  it  in 
extraordinary  eases  as  you  advise. 

Council  expect  the  arms  from  Providence  &  French  Creek  are 
on  the  Road  to  Town.  The  repair  of  those  here  shall  be  forwarded, 
and  they  sent  off  to  you  as  quickly  aff  possible.  -  It*  is  with  regret 
we  find  that  thosp  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Militia,  lately  stationed 
at  Billingsport,  have  been  returned  in  very  damaged  Condition,  a 
ciroumstande  distressing  at  any  time,  but  especialy  at  present.  If 
the  posts  on  the  River  are  nessarily  weakened,  on  giving  mB  a  hint 
of  it,  they  may  be  reinforced  from  hence. 

You  will  observer  that  the  Classes  from  Lancaster  have  come  down 
very  thinly.  It  is  said  that  the  Militia  of  some  parts  of  that  County 
Have  not  been  arranged  &  Classed,  but  Coll.  Galbreath  stops  all  the 
rest  there,  subject  to  your  orders,  and  we  have  directed  the  like  con- 
cerning the  further  Companies  expected  from  beyond  Susquehanna, 
&  the  second  Class  from  Northampton.  You  will  consider  all  these 
as  under  your  disposition,  recollecting' the  need  of  stronger  guards 
at  this  time  than  usual,  over  the  prisoners  now  removed  further  into 
the  Country.  You  must  perceive  the  weakness  of  some  ClaMas  last 
called  out,  Especialy  the  3d  of  Bucks.  This  is  owing  to  remisness 
in  levying  the  substitution  money,  partly  thro'  the  ignoraoce  &  feeble- 
ness of  those  upon  whom  the  duty  lies,  &  partly  the  interposition,  of 
Lawyers^  who  are  giving  ungrennded  &  litigious  advice  to  delin- 

Sents.     Hence  you  find  a  Draujght  oaletilated  for  near  5000  nieB|{ 
1  mnok  short  ef  that  number: 

I  have  the  pleaetoe  to  acquaint  you  that  Colonel  Irvine,  an  ofiEroer 
of  great  merit,  has  accepted  of  the  Commission  of  Brig'.  Gen^  He. 
IB  going  to  join  the  Amy  &  receive  your  orders.  Cooneil  saw  tbe- 
propriety  of  giving  you  further  assietaaoei  &  trust  they,  h&te  dona  it. 
e£Feetually  by  this  nomioAtion-. 

Your  Battalion  of  Riflemen  under  Colonel  Donlap,  has  the  higfar 
approbation  of  ConociL  I  am  peniaaded  that  sudb  a  Corps  may  be 
very  useful.  I  doubt  not  that  your  sea^  &  patriotism  wUl  dispose* 
you  to  promote  the  good  of  the  service  continually. 

We  understand  that  you  are  desirous  of  the  assistanoe  of  the 
Militia  Troop  of  Light  Horse  of  this^ity.  From  a  variety  of  inci- 
dents, &  particularly  the  removal  of  many  inhabitants,  this  Corps  is 
beoome  very  thin  ^  Besides  nearly  one  half  of  those  who  are  on  the 
spot  are  Preengaged  by  Congress  to  escort  Mess".  Penn  &  Chew  Ui 
a  distant  station,  and  it  seems  eiqpedient  to  leave  the  small  xeetdue 
here  to  execute  such;  &  other  errands  of  Congress;  whioh  require 
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penoDB  of  4rMt  &  politeness^     These  oonsideimtions  indao^  Oonncil 
to  so^pend  the  maroh  of  the  Troop  till  tbey  hear  farther  from  you. 
I  am 

Bir^  with  great  regard. 

Your  most  obed.  Serv*. 
Dtrectedj 
To  Major  Gen^  ArrastroDg. 


H.  Db  Havbn  to  Prbs.  Whartof,  17T7. 

French  Creek,  Aug*  80, 177T. ' 
Hon*»«Sir, 

Mj  Father  having  left  this  place  this  morning  before  the  arrival 
of  jour  Express,  I  have  informed  Mr.  Rittenhouse  of  the  Contents 
of  jour  Order  of  Testerdaj,  he  saj  it  sball  be  complied  with  on 
Mondaj  morning,  that  he  cannot  procure  them  sooner  as  there  was 
a  load  sent  down  jesterdaj  morning ;  I  will  sett  off  this  afternoon 
to  Mr.  Bakers  to  ^ward,  if  possible,  the  Arms  in  his  possession, 
from  jour  Humble  serv*. 

H.  DB  HAVEN. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Hon*.  The*.  Wharton,  Esq^,  Prea*.,  Ac,  to  the  stole  of 
Pennsyh. 


Thb  Pbtition  of  Stbpbszt  J08SPH  Bought,  1777. 

August  30, 1777. 
To  his  Ezoellencj  Thomas  Wharton,  Es(f .,  Oevernor  of  4ha  SM9 
of  Pensilvania,  Ac.,  &o.^  fto. 
The  humble  Petitioner  desiring  to  obtain  a  War  oomnrission  for 
his  Brigantine,  the  James  of  the  Boarden  of  eighty  tons,  mounting 
Ten  carriages  guns  of  four  pounders  &  eigtheen  swerels,  navigatea 
bj  eightj  men,  now  Lajine  in  this  River,  Commanded  bj  jour 
petitioner.  Begs  jour  ezcellencj  to  grant  him  the  same,  having 
sufficient  seouritj.* 

&  Will  Ever  Praj, 

STUPH-.  JOSH*  BOUGET* 
Martin  Jugies,  Seouritj. 

*  Granted.— Sea  CoImi.  Ree.  Yol.  XI.,  p.  282. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Aug*  80*  1777. 
Sir, 

There  is  a  large  quantity  of  Floar  spoiling  for  Want  of  baking. 
It  lies  at  the  Valley  Forge.  I  am  directed  to  request  of  yon  that 
yon,  with  the  Council,  will  be  pleased  to  order  Furloughs  to  be  giyen 
to  six  Bakers  out  of  the  Militia,  for  the  Purpose  of  baking  the  Flour 
into  hard  Biscuit.  Col.  Dewees  will  receive  your  order  &endeaToar 
to  find  out  the  Bakers. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  very  obed.  Serv*. 

KICHARD  PETEBS,  Seey. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service,  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.  Eaq^^ 
Preside  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


General  Pottbr  to  President  Whabton,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Wilmington,  Sep'r  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  day,  by  order  of  his  Bzoellenoy,  the  Gen^  ordered  all 
the  militia  that  are  at  Lancaster,  to  this  place. 

One  reason  why  the  militia  of  our  State  coming  so  111  armed  is, 
they  are  afraid  that  if  they  lose  their  arms  they  will  not  be  paid  for 
them  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  their  fears,  they  give  an  Instance,  the  arms 
they  lost  with  the  loss  of  Fort  WashiDgton,  for  which  they  have 
as  yet  never  been  paid  or  received  any  satisfaction.  Therefore,  if 
the  Council  would  be  pleased  to  issue  orders  to  their  County  Lieute- 
nants to  appr&ise  the  people's  muskets,  and  assure  them  that  if  they 
are  lost  in  actual  service,  or  by  unavoidable  accidents,  they  shall  be 
paid  for  them,  I  doubt  not  in  the  least  but  they  would  come  a  yast 
deal  better  armed ;  for  I  am  convmced  there  are  great  numbers  of 
arms  in  the  Country,  which  they  will  not  bring  into  the  field  witk 
them,  unless  they  have  some  such  security  for  them. 

There  are  daily,  men  coming  into  this  place  unarmed.  I  mos4 
earnestly  request  |the  favour  of  you  to  hasten  arms  &  accoutrements 
to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 

Bullets  &  screws  are  still  wanting,  although  I  gave  positive  orders 
to  Mr.  Tiler  to  send  no  Rifles  without  those  articles. 

His  Excellency  applied  to  me  this  morning  to  get  some  Battalions 
of  the  Militia  of  our  State  to  join  the  Continental  Brigades  of  oixr 

*  See  page  671. 
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State.     He  says  tbe  militia  are  too  namerotis  to  be  in  two  Brigades, 
&  I  tjonfess  thej  will  be  uawieldj  if  tbej  are  kept  in  two ;  boweyer 
that  of  joining  them  to  tbe  Continental  I  think  mast  be  by  their 
own  oonsent. 
Enclosed  jou  bate  a  report  of  our  militia.* 
I  have  the  honor  to. be 

Tour  Excellency's  most  Hum*  Serv*, 

JAS.  POTTER. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Resident  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Philad*. 


Gkn.  Potter  to  CoMMAKDiNa  Ofpiobk  at  Lancaster,  1777. 

Wilmington,  Sept',  l-«,  1777. 
Sir,    . 

I  have  it  in  Command  from  bis  Excellency  G-eneral  Waabington,  to 
order  all  tbe  militia  of  tbe  Different  Classes,  which  are  now  ordered 
out  in  Lanoaster  Coanty,  to  march  Immediately  to  Head  Qaartem, 
wfaioh  at  present  is  at  this  place.  Therefore,  I  require  yon  will  with- 
out delay  pay  strict  obedience  to  these  orders,  k  march  all  the  troops 
undar  your  command,  &  those  Classes  under  marching  orders  in 
your  County,  to  march  forthwith. 
I  am  Sir, 
•    Tour  Humble  Serv't. 

JAS.  POTTER,  B.  O. 

P.  S.  None  of  tbe  Troops  are  to  be  stoped  after  this,  but  all 
march  on  to  bead  Quarters  as  they  come  in.  No  furlows  to  be 
given  on  any  pretence  whatever. 

A  Copy. 
Direetedj 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia,  In  tbe  Bunrbugb  of 
Xianoaster. 

On  publick  Service. 

*  ♦  Not  found. 
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Gbkbbal  Armstkokg  to  Pbesidbnt  Whaetok,  1777. 

Hetd  Qoarters,  Cheater,  Sept'  l**,  1777« 
Sir, 

By  Lien'  Ool*  Clark  I  have  received  the  Besolves  of  the  CoaneS 
respecting  the  Collecting  of  Blankets,  an  Article  at  present  moch 
wanled  by  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  yery  proper  to  be  Collected 
in  this  Coanty,  bat  I  beg  to  be  excused  from  the  Service  as  it  U 
ImprMlicable  for  me  to  go  into  it  at  present,  being  aoder  the  neces- 
sity of  following  the  Troops  to  Morrow  Mominff,  and  am  nnao« 
quainted  with  the  People  of  the  County.  I  would  therefore  beg 
iicave  to  recommend  the  Council  to  appoint  some  Gentlemen  in  the 
Civil  Department  to  make  the  Purchases.  Should  there  be  a  neces- 
rity  to  Destrain,  I  would  then  order  as  many  men  as  might  be 
necessary  to  support  them.  The  Blankets  when  colkoted  should  be 
l)eposited  in  a  Publick  Store,  and  divided  among  the  different 
Battalions  in  pri^rtion  their  wants,  as  the  Compleating  any  one 
Battalion  while  others  were  deficient,  might  create  uneasiness.  With 
Regard  to  Liquors  for  the  Militia,  I  am  of  opinion,  all  Things  Con- 
fider'd,  that  a  Quantity  should  be  provided,  to  be  ddiveml  out 
Oeoseionally ;  for  as  the  Continental  Troops  will  be  allowed  Bum 
when  on  Fatigue  A  in  bad  weather,  should  the  Militia  be  widioat  it, 
might  ooeatton  Disturbances,  I  shall  however  Speak  to  General 
Washington  on  the  Subject^  and  endeavour  to  have  the  Militia  sup- 
plied equally  with  the  Continental  Troops,  but  for  fear  of  Soara^ 
think  it  best  to  have  a  Quantity  laid  in. 

As  I  am  Anxious  to  put  the  Brigades  on  as  respectable  a  footing 
as  possible^  &  to  give  them  every  additional  strength  that  lays  in  my 
Power,  I  Bequest  to  be  informed  what  Number  of  the  Militia  of 
York  &  Lancaster  Countys  have  been  detained  for  Guards,  and  to 
what  part  of  the  State  the  prisoners  and  Stores  are  removed,  as 
without  such  Information  I  shall  be  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
proportion  of  them  I  may  with  propriety  order  down,  or  Indeed, 
whether  any  of  them  can  be  spared.    The  City  Troop  of  Light 
Horse  being  at  present  necessarily  detained,  I  cannot  Expect  theaa 
to  Join  me  Immediately,  but  for  various  reasons,  some  of  wfaieh  I 
am  ^rsuaded  Couneil  Would  approve  of,  I  could  wish  tbat  as  soon 
as  the  Nature  of  the  Service  they  are  now  Engaged  in  will  Admitt, 
that  they  be  sent  down  to  Camp,  and  as  I  am  apprehensive  tkat 
should  they  be  totally  Exempted  from  Military  Service,  they  may 
be  disgusted,  as  I  am  convinced  their  highest  fhnbition  is  to  act  in 
the  Field.     Col*  Bull  goes  off  this  morning  to  Billingsport  and  Fort 
Island  to  Examin  what  Militia  remain  there  and  in  that  Neighbour- 
hood, and  the  time  they  have  to  serve,  and  have  directed  him  to 
Beport  to  the  Council,  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  an  additional 
Number  for  Labour  will  be  Necessary. 
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I  hay«  bad  ibe  pleirare  of  aseiog  Gteseril  Irwfa,  ted  iUtik  hii 
t^ftpoiiilaiMil  will. do  honooi  lo  the  jodgementt  oi  Gofmcaly  &  Signftl 
Service  to  the  State.    : 

I  Mm  Satf  with  peHbet  FOBpecti 

Tour  Excellency's 

Mofit  humb'  Serr^ 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG.    • 

Number  in  the  forts  on  the  DeUware^  reported  bv  Gol.  Boll,  5th 
Sep'r,  1777. 

At  KllingBpert.— 30  Contin>  Artillery. 

50  Gitj  Militia — ^have  8  days  to  senre. 
50  Labooi*  &  Carpen" — mostly  the  latter. 

Fort  Mifflin.— 80  Contin^  Artillery. 

15  Col.  Moore's  Militia  &  15  men. 

Bed  Bank.-^A  tern  lalK)«re^ 
Directed, 

To  His  Ezcellenoy  Thomas  Wharton^  Jan%  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bartbem  Galbbaith  to  Pbesidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  2"^  September^  1777. 
Msj  it  pkase  yonr  Ezeellenoie^ 

Sir,  In  my  absence  iVom  this  place  there  eane  a  letter  from  Btigad' 
General  Pottet,  directed  to  the  GomoMnding  officer  of  the  Militia  in 
Laoeast<>r,  a  Ooey  of  whieh  yon  have  inclosedy^it  came  into  the  hands 
of  Mr*  Christopher  Orawfotfd,  one  of  the  Sub  Lieuten*  of  this  County, 
trho  looked  upon  it  his  duty  to  give  marching  orders  to  the  troops 
that  had  been  stopped  here  in  OoBsequenoe  of  your  ktter  of  the  29^ 
ml%  althe'iion  had  march' d,  except  ooeCompanie  from  York  County, 
WiDro  my  smvul,  the  reinaii»der  I  stopp'd,  looking  upon  it  my  duty* 
to  abide  only  by  your  Ezcellqueies  direotione  whilst  here. 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  1  should  pay  a  regard  to  such 
orders  froni  the  Cren**  hereafter  or  not,  if  not,  I  hope  that  your  Ez- 
cellenoie  will  acquaint  them  in  what  line  they  are  to  call,  or  let  me 
know  whither  Tm  to  pay  a  reguard  to  there  orders,  with  yours,  least 
they  might  think  it  was  through  contempt  my  not  conforming  thereto. 
Just  before  I  sat  down  to  write  rec'd  yours  of  the  27^,  which  I 
shall  Comply  with  as  far  as  possible.     There  are  about  70  men  here 
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from  Comberlaiid  Ommlj  who  are  meaty  to  Jojtd  their  Battelioa  at 
Camp,  they  reo'd  no  money  before  they  kft  homoi  &  knowa  not  their 
paymaster  which  oooations  them  to  Complain: 

The  Hessian  Prisoners  are  sent  to  Lebanon,  it  takes  3  GoiD|anies 
to  guard  them  from  the  remoteness  of  their  Quarters,  &  there  ate 
ab*  thirty  of  this  County  Militia  here  from  the  different  Class's,  be- 
sides some  of  the  borough  as  Guards,  whieh  is  all  that'll  here.  I 
hope  for  an  answer  to  thu  by  the  Express. 
I  am  your  Excellencies 

Most  obed*  humble  Serv*, 

BABTREM  GALBBAITH, 
Lieuten^  for  Lancaster  County. 

N.  B.    Money  will  be  wanting  much  soon. 

On  public  service. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellencie,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^  Pres^  of  the  SUte  of 
Pensylv*,  Philad». 


Vice  President  Bbyan  to  President  op  Conqbsss,  1777. 

In  Council,  2*  September,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  Congress  &  their  own 
persuasion  of  the  propriety  &  necessity  of  the  measure.  Council  have 
taken  up  several  persons  inimioally  disposed  towards  the  Amer.  Statei. 
Few  of  the  Quakers  among  these  are  persons  willing  to  make  any 
promise  of  any  kind ;  they  are  therefore,  mostly  in  oonfinement, 
in  the  Masons  Lodge.  As  the  number  of  those  who  are  of  this  mind 
may  exceed  20  it  is  proper  to  consider  immediately  of  their  disposaL 
On  this  head  the  advice  of  Congress  is  desired,  &  particularly  whether 
Augusta  &  Winohester  in  Virginia,  would  not  be  suitable  plaees 
wherein  to  secure  these  persons.  And  also,  what  may  be  the  best 
course  to  be  taken  with  the  rest  ?  The  whole,  now  aisestiogy  wiU 
not  exceed  forty,  but  it  is  extended  beyond  that  number. 

G.  B.,  V*  Pree*. 
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Colonel  Bradford  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Bev'd  Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Joseph  Fox  is  added  to  the  List  I 
h(i  with  jou;  being  just  committed,  they  refusing  to  sign  a  Parole. 
Your  H*i»  Serv*, 

WM.  BRADFORD.* 
Sept.  2%  1777. 
DirecUdj 
To  His  Excel!',  Tho»  Wharton,  jun'. 


Resolution  of  Conqrsss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  3  September,  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  take 
effeotnal  measures  for  importing  or  otherwise  procnriDg,  during  the 
ensuing  Winter,  such  supplies  of  Arms,  Tents  and  other  military 
Stores,  Blankets,  Clothing,  Medicines  and  other  necessary  articles  for 
tbeir  respective  Militia  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  next  Campaign ; 
and  that  they  report  to  Congress  the  Species  and  Quantity  of  military 
Stores  mannfiictttred  in  their  respective  States. 

Copy  from  the  Journals. 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Seo'ry. 


Archibald  McClban  to  Yioe-Prebidbnt  Bryan,  1777. 

York,  Sepf  8*,  1777. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  21st  Ult.  I  received  on  the  28th  of  the  same 
Month,  The  Contents  whereof  giveth  me  sincere  Pleasure ;  And  I 
mast  >ay.that  in  my  Opinion,  with  Some  few  Persons  over  whom 
Mr.  Boss  had  Influence,  and  whose  Minds  were  under  previous  Biasi 
and  hearing  his  Representation^  If  a  Saul  or  Apollos  had  related 
>rhat  are  the  real  Facts,  it  would  not  with  them,  have  been  admitted 
to  due  Credit )  but  which  prejudices,  if  not  entirely  removed,  will 
be  staggered  and  checked  by  having  the  account  immediately  from 
yon ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  most  heartily  to  thank  you  Sir^ 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XT.,  p.  288. 


for  joor  CondeflcensioD  in  taking  Notioe  of  tbe  YftriooB  parts  of  my 
tedioQfl  Letter  ;*  And  tbe  Degree  to  whioh  Govemnent  is  alreadj 
carried,  and  authorized  by  jour  Relation  thereof,  I  trust  will  in  due 
course  of  Time  produce  s^utary  Effects  here,  in  tbe  Eatablisbmeol 
9f  like  Order  (which,  we  much  want) ;  but  it  will  take  soma  Time, 
and  require  a  steady,  firm,  and  vigorous  Exertion,  before  any  Thing 
effectual  will  yet  take  place  for  the  full  Restoration  thereof. 
'  My  former  Letter  under  aH  its  Gloom,  ha^  set  forth  but  a  small 
part. of  the  Conduct  of  aome  of  the  leading  Men  in  some  parts  of 
the  County ;  And  hath  been  entirely  silent  in  Respect  of  what  may 
unless  timely  prevented  be  yet  feared  from  Combmadons  actually 
set  on  Foot,  (tho'  conducted  with  such  Secrecy  and  Caution  that 
we  cannot  so  fully  get  at  the  Bottom  of  them  aa  to  deal  with  the 
Subjects  thereof  in  a  legal  way).  In  Order  to  oppose  the  Opera- 
tions of  Government,  particularlj  in  Respect  to  Uie  CoUecting  of 
the  Fines,  incurred  by  the  ^on-associators,  under  the  Resolves  of 
the  late  Assembfy,  and  appointed  to  be  levied  by  Acts  of  the  present 
Assembly,  and  the  Substitution  Monies  made  payable  under  the 
Regulations  of  tbe  Militia  Law,  by  those  who  are  the  Subjects 
thereof  and  who  do  refuse  their  personal  Service. 

A  Meeting  it  is  certain  hath  been  held  amongst  the  Germans  Bear 
M'Callister'a  Town,  (properly  Hanover)  whereat  as  some  do  say  One 
Hundred  Persons  were  present,  and  it  is  reported  the  Party  in  the 
Secret  ave  composed  of  500  Persons,  who  either  are  or  will  beoorae 
bound  together  to  resist  even  unto  the  shedding  of  Blood  and  takiog 
the  Life,  of  any  OfSicer  or  Person,  who  shall  or  may  attempt  to  dis- 
train or  otherwise  use  any  coereive  means  for  the  Recovery  of  the 
Fines  so  iucurred,  and  I  am  farther  told,  they  have  threatened  the 
Lives  of  Mess"  M^'Callister  and  Slagle,  but  upon  strict  Enquiry  I 
cannot  be  informed  of  any  one  Person  who  will  avow  to  be  of  the 
Party,  and  as  the  Matter  hath  not  yet  been  put  to  Trial,  cannot 
determine  to  what  Height  it  may  be  carried.  But  in  my  humble 
Opinion,  it  will  be  difl^t  to  get  either  Collector  or  Constable  to 
de  and  perform  their  Duties,  without  having  at  the  B^paniBg.  a 
sufficient  Force  to  protect  them. 

The  R^tum^  for  Justices,  for  the  Township  of  Berwick,  I  sent 
down  inclosed  in  my  former  Letter  together  with  my  Observations 
thereon.  # 

Inclosed  I  send  yoo^the  Retutns  for  Manchester  Township,  One 
whereof  I  heretofore  mentioned,  and  the  other  was  sent  to  me  tkete 
With,  and  at  the  Request  of  some  of  the  People  I  send  both^  and 
Refer  the  Appointment  to  the  Council,  with  my  Remains  in  ay 
former  Letter,  with  thib  fhrther  Observation,  the  two  pereoaa  men* 
tiooed  in  the  Last  Returns  are  both  Strangers  to  me,  I  know  tbem 
not  personally. 

It  will  be  of  singular  Service  that  the  Commissions'  be  sent  by 

*  See  page  516. 
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the  first  Po8t>  I  have  good  Grounds  (o  believe  that  Mr.  Slagle  will 
immediately  qualify,  And  I  have  now  some  Hopes  that  Mr.  M'Cal- 
liflter  will  also  qualify  as  a  Justice  at  the  same  Time,  If  not  I  have 
his  promise  that  he  will  at  least  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance^  aa  he 
saith  he  approves  of  it. 

I  have  an  EzpeotatioB  of  seang  the  most  of  those  of  the  Justices 
Eleoty  (who  have  not  yet  qualified)  in  a  short  time,  whereby  an 
Opportunity  will  be  afforded  of  hearing  from  themselves  their  final 
Sentiments,  in  Bespeet  of  Complying  with  their  AppointmentSy 
which  when  known,  I  shall  transmit  an  aooount  thereof  to  Council, 
lam. 
Sir, 

with  due  Bespeet, 

your  most  obe*  h"«  Serv*, 

ABCH*  M'CLEAN. 

P.  S.  I  have  received  since  the  Date  of  my  last  Letter  (which  I 
presume  was  not  come  to  your  Hands  at  the  Time  that  you  wrote) 
Eight  Dozen  of  the  Copies  of  the  Constitution  in  Oerman,  end 
Twenty  Dosen  of  the  Copies  thereof  in  English,  and  fifty  Copies  of 
the  Laws  of  the  Last  Sessions  of  Assembly,  which  I  shall  properly 
di8i>erBe. 

A.  M«. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  &c. 

^  Favour  of  Miebael  Hahn,  Esq'r;  ].^ 


Commodore  Sbtmour  to  PBHfiiDBNT  Wha&tok,  1777. 

May  It  Please  your  Ezeelknoy : 

Your  known  Candour  and  Love  to  Justice  obliges  me  to  take  the 
Liberty  in  Inclosing  my  petition  to  you,  praying,  that  my  Bationa 
may  be  allowed  and  paid  me ;  which  has  been  detained  from  me  by 
a  Besolve  of  the  Hon^^«  the  Executive  Council  &  Board  of  War; 
Which  I  think  Very  Strange  off;  After  my  beinff  in  the  Service 
Nigh  Ten  Months,  Especially  when  the  r^t  of  the  Officers  under 
my  Command  regularly  receivd  theirs ;  had  I  been  Informed  that  I 
was  not  to  receive  my  pay,  &c.,  agreeable  to  my  Bank,  when  I  came 
in  to  the  Service,  I  never  would  have  Inter'd  into  it ;  but  by^  Coll* 
Bayards  promises  &  a  Besolve  Bead  off  at  Fort  Island,  Specifying 
that  eyery  officer  in  the  State  Service  shou'd  have  &  receive  Conti- 
nental pay  agreeable  to  Each  Officers  Bank,  which  Coll'  Bayard  can 
Vol.  v.— 26 
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Assert;  your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  your  ExeoUeney  wiD  take 
the  premises  in  Consideration  &  order  him  Such  redress  u  yoar 
Excellency  shall  Think  proper ;  your  Excellency's  Favour  in  this 
Will  always  be  Aoknowlege  by  your  Excellency's 

Very  Humble  Servant^ 

THO  8SYM0UR. 

Philadelphia  3<  of  Septemb'^  1777. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  For  the  Common  Wetidth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Phineas  Bond  to  President  Wharton.  1777. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  inclosing  you  a  copy  of  my  Letter  to  the 
Three  Qentlemen  who  attended  me  with  a  parole  yesterday.  From 
thence  you  "will  find,  that  what  chiefly  influenced  me  to  exeodte  thai 
Paper,  was  an  assurance  from  them,  that  my  limits  would  be  enlar- 
ged upon  application  being  made  to  you. 

Their  expectations  and  mine  on  this  score  are  disappointed,  and 
I  therefore  think  myself  justified  in  retracting  what  I  have  signed — 
The  terms  of  ^the  Parole  I  did  not  object  to,  in  any  Respect,  bat  as 
to  the  narrowness  of  the  Bounds  to  which  I  am  limited. 

The  Charge  for  which  I  was  deprived  of  my  Liberty  ought  to  be 
of  a  very  serious  nature  indeed,  to  warrant  so  extraordinary  Proceed- 
ing—I  am  at  this  moment  totally  ignorant  of  the  Charge^  and,  be  it 
what  it  may,  I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  supported  or  supportable  \fj  any 
Proof  or  Color  of  Evidence. 

'-  But  however  irregular  the  Proceedings  against  me  have  been,  I 
consented  to  the  terms  proposed,  backed  by  the  Promises  of  these 
Gentlemen;[more  I  assure  you,  for  the  Peace  sake  of  my  famDy^  than 
from  any  apprehension  of  what  I  might  personfldly  sufiFer. 

I  comfort  myself  with  reflecting  on  my  Innocence — I  trust  I  have 
supported  some  little  character  in  life — ^Whatever  may  be  my  senti- 
ments on  public  affiurs,  I  have  never  promulgated  them  with  a  view 
of  making  Proselytes  to  my  Opinion; — After  what  passed  between 
you  and  one  of  my  Friends  yesterday,  I  think  it  ineumbent  upon  me 
to  inform  you  of  my  Determination — ^I  entertain  a  due  sense  of  yoar 
Civility  and  Kindness  upon  this  occasion^  for  which  be  pleased  to 
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locept  my  thanks — ^I  must  beg  jonr  Excose  for  the  trouble  I  have 
given  jou. 

And  am  Sir, 

your  yeiy  hble  Seru^ 

PfllNEAS  BOND. 
Gbestnnt  Street,  Sept  8d|  1777. 

Thomas  Wharton^  jr.,  Esq. 


Oentlemeni 

The  asBuranees  I  received  from  one  or  more  of  yon,  that  the  limiti 
of  my  Parole  would  be  enlarged  upon  application  to  Mr.  Wharton, 
was  particularly  situated  as  I  am  in  Life,  the  chief  Indiicement  to 
sign  the  Paper  you  produced  yesterday. — One  of  my  Friends  has 
accordingly  applied ;  but  contrary  to  your  expectations  and  mine  his 
Bequest,  has  not  been  favor'd. 

Thus  circumstanced,  I  think  myself  perfectly  at  Liberty  to  retract 
and  renounce  the  Puoie  I  have  enter'd  into,  which  I  heceby  do^  and 
declare  that  I  do  not  consider  myself  in  any  wise  bound  by  it;  and 
being  conscious,  that  I  have  never  deviated  from  that  line  of  con^UDt 
which  a  good  Citizen  ought  to  pursue,  I  shall  on  no  account  whatso- 
ever conceal  or  withdraw  myself;  neither  'shall  I  in  any  Bespect  at> 


tempt  to  elude  the  search  and  inquiry  of  those  who  without  assigning 
any  caute,  aim  at  restraining  that  Liberty,  which  as  a  freeman,  I 
hold  myself  indisputably  entitled  to. 


I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  very  hble  Serv* 
(Signed)  PHINEAS  BOND*. 

Chestnut  Street,  Wednesday  Morning,  8d  Sept,  1777. 


Directed. 

To  Messrs.  William  Bradford 
Joseph  Blewer,  & 
Matthew  Lrwin. 


1 


*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  pp.  289,  200,  800. 
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Resolutions  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept  3, 1777. 
Besolrfld, 

That  Congress  approve  of  the  Qnakera  being  sent  to  Virginia  and 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  that  Stanton  in  the  County  of  Angovta, 
is  the  most  proper  place  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  their  residence 
and  security;  and  with  regard  to  the  other  prisoners,  mentioned  in 
their  letter,  Congress  leave  it  to  the  Supreme  executive  council  to  do 
with  them,  as  they  in  their  wisdom,  shall  think  best 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sae'j.* 

JHreeted. 

The  SopreQc  Executiue  Council,  of  Pennsylvania. 


Joseph  Kibkbrii>s  to  P&bsibsnt  Whabton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  Acknowledge  the  rec't  of  your  Ezcellencys 
Xietter  of  the  27th  ult.,  which  came  to  hand  this  day  with  a  printed 
Direction,  both  of  which  shall  be  paid  all  proper  attention  too. 
'  17f ith  thiA  Lieut  White  or  Ensign  Burrows  will  deliver  fbur  Ex- 
cellencies,  a  List  of  85  privates,  all  substitutes,  which  is  an  addition 
to  Capt.  Harrison's  Comtp-  now  out  in  the  8rd  class,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Folwell.  Their  deficiency  of  arms,  &c,  will  be 
deU^PQted  your  Excellency  by  one  of  the  officers,  four  other  Comp^ 
I  hope  we  shall  he  able  to  send  forward  within  five  or  six  days,  but 
am  much  afraid  we  shall  be  greatly  defitient  in  arms,  and  other  arti- 
cles, I  am  taking  every  reasonable  method  I  can  to  procure  them  and 
will  furnish  the  men  as  far  as  they  will  go,  must  trust  to  fumiah  th« 
rest  in  the  City. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest 

Esteem  your  Exoellencys 

most  obedient  Hum.  Serv^ 

JO.  EIRKBRIDB. 
Newtown,  8rd  Sept,  1777. 

«  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.  p.  200. 


P.  S.  The  oflSoer  will  wait  your  Bxoellenojs  Orders,  when  &  wear 
they  are  to  marah.  J.  £. 

Directed, 

r*  To  His  Exoelleiioy  Thomai  Whaiion^  E8q.|  Pieaident^  &Q*f  of 
Pennsylyania. 
^  Lieut  1 
White.        J 


ClftOULAB  OF  OOUNOIL  70  JUSTIOSSI,  177?- 

In  Oonnoily  Philadelphia^  Sept  4,  1777. 
Oentlemen; 

A  nomber  of  Waggons  are  wanted  to  remove  the  ammunition  & 
stores  from  this  city.  jTou  are  therefore  to  s^nd  down  Waggon^ 
with  four  horses  each,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  subject  to  the  orders 
of  Oonncily  and  to  rendevous  at  Mr.  Jacob  Hiltzheimers  in  seventh 
street 


Sup.  Exeo.  Council  to  Gbkbbal  ABMSTfiONa^  1777. 

In  Council,  Philada.,  Sept.  4*»,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  that  a  part  of  the  Militia  of  Chester  County,  (tkclt 
belonging  to  the  Class  now  in  the  Field  b^  order  of  Council,)  appre- 
hending that  the  Enemy  would  make  an  inroad  into  their  County, 
4Ukd  do  them  oonsiderable  Injnry*-*had  embodied  themselves  and 
apply'd  for  Ammunition  and  Bations  at  H^  Quartersr— but  fbr 
reasons,  and  very  likely  those  very  sufficient— ^hey  were  refused, 
which  ooeasioned  their  returning  home — ^if  those  people  can  render 
MMj  essential  service  at  this  Juncture  under  the  direction  of  the 
CommaBder  in  Cbief^  Council  would  willingly  eneourage  them ;  and 
will  oonsidier  their  two  months  service  at  this  time  as  if  they  had 
served  in  future  Classes. 

I  am  with  respect, 

S',  your  very  h'l  serv't 
Directed^ 

Gen.  Armstrong. 


fM         miiiBii.TAiiu  ABonim  inr. 


CouvciL  TO  IiOxmsASTB  OF  Chbstkb  Go^  1777. 

CoL  Smidi,  lieat.  of  Cbester  CwnAj,  ft  his  Sab-Limi^, 
SiiB, 

GoaneO  is  infenned  that  some  of  the  Militia  in  the  sonthcra  parts 
of  your  GoQDtj,  apprehending  danger  firom  the  Enemy,  had,  in 
nnmbeis  soffieient  to  form  two  Companiesy  embodied  themselves,  to 
prerent  any  inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  repaired  to  Head  QoarterB  in 
Older  to  be  famished  with  Ammunition  ft  Bationa — ^but  that  their 
serviees  were  not  accepted  of— probably  on  aeoonnt  of  thdr  not  being 
willing  to  Joyn  in  with  the  other  Militia,  ft  to  be  nnder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commander  in  Chief  I  ha?e  written  to  Gen.  Armstrong  . 
andreqnested  that  if  those  Gentlemen  can  propose  to  him  a  plan 
whereby  they  ean  render  essential  serrioe  to  thdr  Conntiy  at  tins 
time  of  imminoit  danger,  that  he  will  order  them  to  be  famished 
with  RatioDS,  ftc.  for  two  months ;  the  time  which  they  sboald  offer 
to  serve;  this  shall  be  considered  as  eqosl  to  their  service  in  the 
classes  to  which  they  belong.  This  may  be  extended  to  all  other 
Volunteers  that  may  go  forth  in  the  Common  Cause;  they  first 
accomodating  their  services  to  tiie  Ideas  of  Gen'  A . 

Sept  4, 1777. 

To  CoL  Smith,  ft  Sub-Iieut*  of  Chester  Co. 


B0P.  EzBOUTiyir  CouiroiL  to  Col.  Wm.  Bbabfou),  1777. 

£Br, 

Goundl  have  resolved  to  send  the  prisoners  now  confined  at  the 
Free  Masons  lodge,  to  Stanton  in  the  county  of  Augusta  in  die  state 
of  Virginia,  there  to  be  secured  and  treated  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  consistent  with  their  respective  characters  and  the  security  of 
their  persons — ^Which  you  are  requested  to  communicate  to  and 
inform  them  that  carriages  will  be  provided  for  their  accommodation 
on  the  journey,  unless  they  chuse  to  provide  themselves  therewith. 
It  is  proposed  that  they  go  off  on  Saturday  morning  next* 

Thursday,  Sept  4, 1777. 
I>irectecl, 

To  CoL  Wm.  Bradford. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.  p.  290. 
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BB80LUTI0N  OF    GONGBBSS,  1777.'*' 

In  GongreflB;  Sept*  4, 1777. 
Bcsol^cd :  That  the  exeeative  oonncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlyania 
be  reqaested  to  give  orders  that  all  the  Militia  of  their  State  hold 
themeelvee  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  &  that 
thej  see  that  their  arms  be  pat  in  as  good  condition  as  possible. 
That  the  said  ezeoutive  oonncil  be  also  reqaested  to  call  oat  five 
thonsand  Militia  from  the  city  and  conntj  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
counties  most  adjacent;  that  thej  be  earnestly  reqaested  to  appear 
with  what  arms  thej  have,  and  otherwise  equipped  in  the  best  man- 
ner thej  maj  be  able ;  and  that  the  rendezvous  on  the  heights  of 
Derbj;  or  at  snch  other  place  as  the  commander  in  chief  may  direct. 
Kztract  from  the  minutes. 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secj. 


Board  op  War  to  Executivb  Council,  1777. 

War  Office,  Sep*  4«  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Board  have  directed  me  to  enquire  into  the  Situstion  of  the 
Business  rektive  to  the  Foundrj  at  Southwark.  The  Founder  & 
his  Hands  are  &  have  been  for  some  Time  idle,  as  thcj  have  no 
Materials  to  work  with.  The  Board  is  informed  that  the  Council 
will  not  part  with  a  Quantitj  of  Copper  belonging  to  the  State  oT 
Pennsylvania,  until  it  is  settled  on  what  Terms  the  Foundry  was 
transferred  to  the  United  States.  I  have  it  therefore  in  Direction 
to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Board  of  the  Demands 
the  State  have  against  the  Foundry,  k  whether  you  are  of  opinion 
the  Continent  should  take  it  subject  to  these  Demands,  or  whether 
the  Works  &  Materials  should  be  valued  at  what  they  were  worth 
when  the  Commissary  Oen^  took  Possession  of  them,  &  from  this 
Estimate  fix  the  Consideration  on  which  the  works  &o.  were 
transferred. 

I  have  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

KICHAED  PETERS,  Secy. 
J)trected, 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  the  President,  &  the  Hon.  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
War  Office. 

Bichard  Peters,  Secy. 

»  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  293. 
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Isaac  Mkloher  to  President  Whabtoe,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  bavQ  BO  Waggonfl  in  mj  Department  tbit  are  suitable  to  eairj 
those  Oent.  that  ajre  Confined^  nor  have  I  hitherto  been  able  to  ob- 
tain any ;  many  of  the  prisoners  have  Carriages;  wonld  it  not  be  as 
well  to  them  proceed  in  their  own  to  the  plaee  destined  ?  The  C^er- 
mantown  light  waggons  are  employed,  as  I  have  no  prospeet  of  get- 
ting snob  as  are  wanted,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  mention  it. 
I  am^  with  defference  &  Respect, 
Tour  Ezoelleno'ya 

JtfoBl  obd.  Ser., 

ISAAC  MBLCHER. 
The  5  Sept,  1777. 
Directed^ 
His  Ezoellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan.,  Esq. 


Jonathan  Mifflin,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Pkbsibent  Whaeton, 

1777. 

Wilmington,  5  8ep«,  1777. 
Sir, 

Last  Night  Orders  were  issned  for  forming  a  new  Encampment. 

General  Potter  has  applyed  to  me  for  68  Waggons  for  the  Militia 
nndcr  his  and  General  Irwin's  Command.  All  the  Teams  in  this^ 
Neighbonrhood  are  impressed,  and  transporting  Stores  from  Maga- 
zines too  near  the  Enemy.  The  Militia  from  oar  State  dischai*^ 
most  of  their  Waggons  immediately  on  their  Arriving  here,  without 
informing  me  of  it.  I  must  therefore  request  your  Assistanoe  aa 
the  most  speedy  and  proper  Mode  of  supplying  them.  The  Number 
applied  for  is  too  many  in  Proportion  to  those  allowed  the  Conti- 
nental Troops,  who  have  their  Tents  to  cariy ;  they  are  furnished 
as  follows :— One  four  Horse  Team  for  the  Field  Officers,  One  for 
the  Staff,  &  One  to  every  100  Men,  inolnding  Officers,  in  each  Beg^. 
12  Waggons  will  carry  five  Day's  Provision  for  2000  Men. 

Militia  should  have  some  Indulgenoies  more  than  are  allowed  to 
Men  who  are  become  accustomed  to  the  Fatigues  of  a  Campaign  ; 
but  then  Attention  must  be  paid  to  the  sustaining  such  a  Nuoaber 
of  Horses  as  must  neoessarily  be  employed.  I  hive  given  you  the 
above  Notes  that  a  Regulation  may  be  made  for  supplying  every  Batt* 
equally  that  is  called  out  in  Future,  &  that  the  State  ft  Army  may 
not  be  distressed  by  too  great  a  OonsumptioB  of  Forage.  * 


PSNNSTLVAJHA  AROHITES  1777.  685 

Please  to  send  me  the  above  nnmber  of  Teams,  tho'  tbev  may  not 
all  be  wanted  by  Oen^  Potter  from  my  Galculationi  yet  I  oan  then 
release  Part  of  those  I  had  when  the  Army  lay  at  Gernian  Town, 
who  areoomplaining  at  their  Detention,  and  are  willing  to  take  their 
Tonr  of  Duty. 

I  am,  with  Eespeet, 

Yonr  veiy  hb»  Ser?*, 

JONA-  MIFFLIN,  D.  Q.  M.  Q. 
Dweokd. 

His  Bzoelleney,  Thomas  Wharton/ Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
— On  Pnblio  Servioe.  .  Permit  the  Express  to  pass. 

J.  MIFFLIN,  D.  q;  m.  G. 


Board  of  War  to  Presib^fi  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Sep*  5th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  it  in  Direction  to  request  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased 
to  give  Orders  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  several  counties  of  York, 
Lancaster,  Cumberland,  Berks  &  Northampton,  to  furnish  soteh 
Ouards  for  the  Prboners  of  War  &  Continental  Stores  as  shall  be 
from  time  to  time  required  of  them  by  the  Board  of  War  or  the  sev- 
eral Bep'y  Oomiasanes,  Qen^  of  Prisoners  or  Military  Stores  in  the 
•aid  Conntiee  Applioations  have  been  made  to  some  of  the  Lieu- 
tenants k  they  have  refused  to  furnish  Guards  without  your  orders 
for  that  Purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Tour  very  obed*  Serv*,^ 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 
On  Publio  Service. 
Directedj 

To  His  Excellency,  Tho.  Wharton,  jun.,  Esqr,  President  of  the 
Sup.  £z.  Council,  Pennsylvania. 
War  Office,  Richard  Peters,  Sec'y. 

25* 
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PsusiDBKT  Wharton  to  GoNQRisfly  1777. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  ibis  day  od  the  aubject  of  the  priioiieni  in  ibe 
Mason's  lodge,  I  ought  to  have  uentioaed  the  propriety  of  obtaining 
from  Gongreas  a  reeommendation  to  some  person  or  persons  in 
authority  in  Maryland  &  Yirginia  to  support  and  oountenanoe  the 
conveying  of  these  persons  to  the  place  of  destination  &  to  teeeive 
them  there. 

lamSir,  Ac 

6«»  Sep*,  1777. 

Directed, 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Sup.  Exbc.  Cotincil  to  President  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  5, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  persons  detained  in  the  Masons  lodge  baire  notioe  of  gsAag  fir 
Augusta  to-morrow.  Light  wagpons  are  preparing  and  an  escort 
fixing.  Meantrhile  Council  having  received  the  eiielosed  remon- 
strance from  the  twenty-one  persons  in  the  lod^  are  of  opinion  that 
some  account  of  this  transaction  should  be  given  to  the  pnbfiCi  as 
they  understand  these  people  mean  to  publish  and  raise  a  fenn«at. 
A  short  attempt  of  this  kind  was  made  ycstexday ;  why  it  appeared 
not  in  the  last  evening  post  is  not  dear. 

In  the  mean  time  it  may  perhaps  be  worth  consideration  whether 
the  removal  of  those  persons  might  not  be  relaxed  as  to  such  aa 
would  yet  swear,  or  affirm,  allegiance  to  this  state.    Xonr  answer  to 
this  is  desired. 
Direetedf 

To  the  Hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq**. 


VBxmrLYAmA  ahehthb  ittt.         sst 

OBimtAL  AufiiBOKo  TO  PsifliDHrf  WbabxoMj  1777.' 

miminton,  6*  8ep^,  17TT. 
J3ir, 

This  dty  the  whole  of  the  Continental  Troops  at  tbu  place  are  if 
move  forward  hi  as  Newport,  as  is  Gen^  Potter's  Brigade^  Generals 
Irwin's  Brigade  remains  upon  the  works  at  this  place  until  farther 
orders.  At  Newport  we  are  to  form,  and  pevfaaps  throw  up  lines 
from  Christiana  on  the  Left,  to  White,  or  perhaps.  Bed  Clay  Creek 
(I  forget  which  is  the  name)  on  the  right. 

The  enemy,  as  far  as  we  yet  learn,  appear  to  spread  oyer  some 
coDsideraUe  space  of  Goaatry,  bot  in  a  detatched  way  from  Conches 
Hills  to  some  part  of  Notingham.  In  the  Scirmiss  of  Wednesday 
morning  perhaps  the  loss  on  each  side  may  be  nearly  equal,  but  ones 
think  themselyes  the  best  oif.  Deserters  are  frequently  coming  in, 
wholly  Jermans,  they  call  tke  enemy  hager  than  they  ma  poaribly 
be. 

For  the  Character  of  Quarter  Master  Gen^  some  person  is  much 
wanted,  he  should  be  active,  attentive,  a  Penman,  and  a  man  of  de- 
vice, and  as  he  must  have  accounts  and  handle  money,  his  probity 
coun<nl  will  easily  advert  to.  Should  Council  be  at  any  loss  about  a 
nroper  person  there  are  none  occurs  to  me  at  present  most  fit  than  Mr . 
Jfattbew  Irwin,  late  Commissary,  or  C«pi*  Lyttle. 

About  400  more  arms  are  wanted  with  all  possible  expedition, 
but  we  shall  probably  want  a  greater  number  as  some  are  insufficient 
others  'wanting  repain.  The  State  Artillery  are  not  yet  come  up, 
and  the  moment  uncertain  when  Mr.  Howe  may  make  his  push  or 
should  he  delay  we  appear  drawing  nearer  his  Quarters.  At  Chester 
Qm}  DeCendray's  Bogmeer  called  and  told  me  that  the  sine  men 
ibmerly  ordeved  to  csjrry  bis  chain  had  left  him,  of  which  I  }n0W 
nothing,  as  it  had  been  before  I  got  to  Chester,  but  told  the  t^ 
neer  he  i^nld  either  have  the  same  m^  again  or  nine  diien  in 
their  room,  or  that  nine  of  those  left  at  Fort  Island  might  answer  the 
purpose.  It  Ihea  rained,  I  imagbed  the  young  man  bad  only  steped 
aside  to  wait  for  fair  weather,  call  again,  as  be  did  not  I  eoMlwUfl 
he  chose  the  last  proposal  of  nine  from  Fort  Island,  but  to  my  sur- 
prise about  a  week  after  I  received  a  letter  from  Gben'  Washi^gloft 
iafoimiDg  me  of  Mr.  DeOoudray's  hewvy  complaint  of  jnarehiag  off 
his  sine  men,  a/  ihe  difficuUjfj  hn  of  time^  num^,  to  the  p/Miok  in 
employing  new  hands  to  carry  chain  and  stick  down  a  post.  Tim 
General  to  get  rid  of  such  unnecessary  tnwble  expressed  his  wishes 
I  should  send  bade  the  same  nine,  upon  which  I  immediately  wrote 
Oenl.  Potter  to  send  back  the  same  men,  who  wrote  me  for  amwct 
he  could  not  ind  them,  and  imagined  their  tioM  was  out  A  gooe 
home.  So  that  on  the  whole  if  the  Banneer  is  not  yet  .gone  oui  to 
his  survey  with  such  men  as  he  has  at  Fort  Island,  it  may  be  ezpe- 
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dient  that  Council  order  nine  of  them  for  that  dervioe,  altho'  my 
written  ■  orders  to  that  ykoe  hsre  thrown  the  whole  .of  thoee  kft  at 

Fort  Island  under  the  direction  of  Gen  'DeCoudraj  in  point  of  labour. 
I  Bm  obliged  to  give  GounoU  the  trouble  of  reading  this  friyolous 
stuff  least  yon  shou'd  be  pestered  with  the  same  complaint. 

Please  to  forgive  this  blotted  scrol  being  at  present  hurried  ft  no 
time  to  get  a  copy. 

And  believe  me  to  be, 

with  great  trnth. 

Tour  Excellencys  Most 

Obed^  hiunb^*  Servant 


JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Directed, 
To  918  HmSkwojj  Thomas  Wharton. 


James  GREaoRY  and  otheks  to  Prbsidekt  Whartoh,  1777. 

Carlisle,  Sep'  5%  1777. 

)3ir, 

'  If  h  should  be  found  neoessary  by  the  Oouneil  to  keep  Militia  in 
llie  ield  Longer  than  the  two  months  whieh  the  first  Glass  haa  Id 
serve,  being  now  out  about  two  Weeks  from  here,  we  desira  tiMi 
iiotiee  thereof  be  given  us  at  Least  two  Weeks  before  the  time  the 
Ohss  to  relieve  tl^m  should  appear  at  Oamp  as  there  will  prohaUy 
be  some  diffieulties  attending  upon  getting  out  the  relief  Olass'ui 
time  as  oould  be  wished. 

You  will  iko  please,  Sir,  to  inform  us  at  same  tfane  how  tfie  HO- 
4tia  are  to  be  paid  their  Subsistanoe  from  two  Days  before  their  MMok 
until  they  arrive  at  Carlisle  or  to  the  firat  Commissary  ol  Lurbs 
where  they  may  draw  Rations.  This  is  a  matter  of  Maoh  Inquiry 
by  the  Militia  who  have  far  to  march  before  they  oaa  draw  BatwaSi 
and  as  a  Query  we  can't  answer  Satisfaetorally. 

A  Number  of  Tories  having  been  seat  here  from  York  Tows,  fagr 
ofder  of  Mr.  Attley,  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  about  ten  days  ago. 
We  want  direetions  from  the  Hon^^"  Council  how  they  ate  to  be 
Ottarded;  the  MiUlia  of  this  place  (who  hav«  hitherto  mounted  aight 
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Goard  oyer  tfaem)  not  tbinking  it  their  duty  so  to  do,  but  say  % 
Ofuurd  ought  to  be  hired  for  that  pmrpoee  as  has  been  in  oAer  places 
We  are 

Year  EzeeHene/a 

moat  obedient 

meet  Hnmble  Servanta, 

JAS.  GREGORY, 
BENJ-  BLYTH, 
GEO.  SHARP, 
JOHN  HARRIS, 
JS.  M-DOWEtL, 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the 
Execntive  Conncil,  Philadelphia. 


Resolves  of  Council,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  5, 1777. 
Sir, 

A  remonstrance  signed  by  the  Gentlemen  confined  at  the  Masons 
lodge,  having  been  presented  to  Conncil  and  read.  The  Conncil 
took  the  same  into  oonnderation  and  asked  the  advice  of  Congtess 
thereon,  which  being  received,  Conncil  thereupon  passed  the  foUov- 
ing  resolve,  which  they  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  oommnnioate  to 
the  aforesaid  Gentlemen. 


In  Conncil. 

Philadelphia,  Sq)t.  6, 1777. 
Resolved,  That  snch  of  the  persons  now  confined  in  the  lodge  as 
shall  take  &  subscribe  the  oath,  or  affirmation,  of  allegiance  required 
by  law  in  this  common  wealth,  or  that  shall  take  &  subscribe  the 
following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit,  ''I,  ,  do  swear  (or 

affirm)  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Com- 
mon Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  free  and  independant  State,' 
shall  be  discharged. 

I  am  respectfully, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T'T  MATLACK,  Sec^,* 
Directed^ 

To  Col.  W.  Bradford,  present. 

♦  Se«  Col,  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  202. 
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SuPEEMi  ExscutiVB   COUNCIL  TO  Jams8  Buddxk,  1777. 

Sir, 

Ooonoil,  on  farther  oonaidention,  think  it  may  be  proper  to  tend 
your  whole  troop  (which  are  now  in  the  oity)  with  the  prisopen 
now  in  the  lodge,  some  dtetanoe  oat  of  town,  and  to  coptinae  the 
journey  thro'  to  Virginia  with  auch  a  number  as  shall  be  thought 
necessary. 

I  am  respectfully, 

your  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 
It  is  proposed  to  famish  the  escort  with  authority  to  call  on  the 
lieutenant  or  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  respective  Counties  for  occa- 
sional aid. 
Directedj 
To  James  Budden. 


Stam  Navy  Boabb  lo  SmpBBME  Exbcutivb  Council,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board;  September  5th,  1777. 
-Gentlemen, 

The  board  having  the  greatest  reason  to  believe  that  some  parts 
of  the  enemies  fleet  will  soon  attempt  to  invade  the  city,  beg  leave 
to  make  the  following  remarks : 

That  some  persons  may  be  ready  to  lay  Hog  Island  and  the  mea- 
dows under  water. — *Navy  Board  will  do  this. 

That  flatts  or  boats  be  got  to  make  a  bridse  over  from  Fort  Island 
to  Province  Island,  if  that  should  be  wanted. 

That  ninety  or  one  hundred  Men  should  be  immediately  put  into 
the  fort  At  Derby  Creek.— '^One  Company  Artillery,  &  one  Com- 
panv  Mosqueters  at  Derby  Credc. 

That  four  pieces  of  Cannon  should  be  got  for  BiUingsport  for  the 
.present,  if  nothing  more  can  be  done. 

That  some  person  may  be  put  in  charge  of  the  Fort  At  Fort 
Island,  as  things  are  much  out  of  repair  there. 

That  thirty  men  may  be  ready  to  be  put  on  bush  Island,  wheze 
there  is  at  present  two  eighteen  pounders,  and  no  body  to  take  care 
of  them. — ^*One  Company  Artillery  at  Fort  Island  &  Bush  Island. 
By  Order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLBWBR,  Cm.,  1759. 
Directedy 

To  The  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

*  These  are  marginal  notes. 
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SUPBBMB  EXBCUTIVB  COUNCIL  TO  JaMES  BuDDBN,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  5, 1777. 

SlTi 

Council  request  you  to  nominato  two  Gentlemen  of  the  Light 
Sdne  to  attend  a  number  of  prisoners  to  Virginia,  sent  there  by 
order  of  Congress  with  the  concurrenoe  of  Council.     It  is  intended 
that  they  go  off  to-morrow  evening,  (perhaps  not  veiy  early.) 
your  humble  servant, 

Tt  MATLACK,  Se<s^. 
Dfrectedf 
To  Mr.  James  Budden,  present. 


Sup.  fixe.  Council  to  Col.  Jbhu  Etres,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  6»*  1777. 
Sir, 

There  Is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  Enemys  Ships  will  make 
an  attempt  to  weigh  the  Chevauz  De  Frize,  and  to  destroy  ott 
Fortifications  on  the  Delaware,  with  design  to  reach  this  city,  whilst 
their  army  is  endeavoring  to  penetrate  the  Countiy ;  it  therefore 
becomes  absolutoly  necessary  for  Council  to  pay  strict  attention  to 
these  matters. 

The  Works  at  Billingspbrt,  Fort  Island,  Darby  Creek  and  Bush 
Island;  by  order  of  his  Excell'y  Gen.  WashingtoUi  are  left  almost 
without  Guards.  Tou  will  therefore  immediately  repair  to  these 
Works  and  Post  the  two  Companys  of  Militia  Artillery  that  are 
under  your  command,  in  Such  way  as  to  you  may  appear  most 
advantageous — &  I  desire  you  wiU  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to 
have  those  Fortifications  put  into  as  good  a  state  of  Defence  as 
possible,  under  the  direction  of  such  officer  as  Gen.  Washington  ht^ 
or  maj  order  for  that  purpose — ^proper  attention  should  be  paid  to 
the  IMulitary  &  other  stores,  &c.,  that  are  already  or  may  hereafter  be 
ordered  there,  have  them  carefully  examined,  &  see  that  no  waste  cfr 
embezzelment  happens,  &  make  report  to  Council  of  the  quantity  & 
stete  they  are  in.  In  conjunction  with  the  command*  officers  of  our 
Fleet  I  request  you  will  exert  yourself  to  take,  burn,  sink,  or  other- 
wise destroy  the  Enemys  ships  or  vessels  that  may  attempt  to  Invade 
this  or  the  neighbouring  States.  I  expect  in  a  few  Davs  three  or 
four  Companys  of  the  Militia  from  Bucks  County,  the  whole  of  which 
or  a  part,  as  there  may  be  occasion,  I  shall  order  to  reinforce  you. 

I  am  tnth  respect, 

your  very  Bum.  S*. 
Directed^ 

Coll.  John  Eyres. 
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Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Libutknaots  of  Go's,  1777. 

In  ConnoQy  Philadelphia,  September  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

As  it  ifl  now  become  certain  that  the  intention  of  the  enemy  is  to 
invade  this  State  and  to  set  possession  of  this  city,  Congress  bjr  * 
resolve  dated  yesterday,  has  recommended  to.  the  Gonn^  to  give 
orders  that  all  the  militia  of  this  state  hold  themselvss  in  readiness 
to  march  at  a  moments  warning,  and  that  Oonnoil  see  that  their  arms 
be  pat  in  as  good  condition  as  possible^  and  for  the  present  order  out 
five  thousand  militia,  to  rendesvons  on  the  heights  of  Derbyi  and 
that  they  appear  with  what  arms  they  have,  or  can  procnre,  and 
otherwise  equipped  in  the  best  manner  they  may  be  able.  X  there- 
fore request  &  order  that  you  immediately  [order]  out  the  class 
of  your  militia  to  rendezvous  at  Derby  agreeable  to  the  said  resolves, 
and  that  with  the  utmost  expedition,  equipt  in  the  best  manner 
possible.  I  have  full  expectation  that  by  the  time  the  militia  gets 
to  Derby,  a  number  of  arms  will  be  proeured,  tho'  perhaps  not  suffi- 
cient to  equip  them  :  Therefore  I  desire  you  will  not  fail  in  exerting 
yourself  to  have  them  properly  furnished. 

In  order  to  induce  the  militia  to  take  into  the  Field  their  own 
arms,  blankets,  &c.,  Council  has  passed  the  enclosed  resolve,  thereby 
securiug  payment  to  the  owners  of  such  arms  and  blankets,  in  case 
the^  should  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  or  otherwise  unavoidably  losl 
This,  I  hope,  will  afford  a  good  supply  of  those  articles,  and  I  wish 
you  to  make  the  resolve  known  to  the  people,  that  it  may  have  the 
desired  effect. 

It  is  very  necessary  you  should,  constantly  &  firmly,*contradict  all 
reports  that  the  army,  under  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
is  already  too  numerous,  or  that  it  is  needless  for  the  people  to  turu 
out  on  the  present  occasion.  These  are  the  inventions  of  internal 
enemies.  Militia  from  Yirginia  and  the  western  counties  of  Mary- 
land are  coming  down,  and  a  considerable  body  is  called  from  New- 
Jersey.  No  friend  of  his  country  can  throw  any  barr  in  the  way  of 
the  march  of  our  own  people,  when  the  state  is  become  the  direct 
object  of  the  enemy.  Council  expect  that  the  levying  the  sums 
paid  to  substitutes  in  your  first  class  now  i^  the  field,  has  been  pro- 
ceeded in  with  vigor,  in  order  that  the  hearty  patriots  and  men  of 
resolution  may  be  convinced,  that  others  who  skulk  at  home,  or  are, 
or  pretend  to  be  withheld  by  scruples  of  conscience,  may  in  some 
degree,  yield  an  equivalent.  To  omit  this  must  create  mischievous 
dissatisfactions  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  hazard  their  lives  in  the 
field,  and  greatly  injure  the  public  cause. 

Whilst  we'  limit  our  present  order  to  one  class,  I  beg  you  may 
communicate  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  future  classes  not  ye^ 
called  out,  the  earnest  wishes  and  hopes  of  Council,  that  volunteers 
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nay  torn  out  in  this  hour  of  their  oonntryB  distress.  Such  may  be 
assoredj  that  thej  will  haye  like  encoimig^menl  and  revaid  as  the 
olaases  oalled  oat,  and  that  their  services  for  two  months  will  be 
considered  and  allowed  hereafter,  as  two  months  servioe  in  the 
respecthre  classes  to  which  they  bdong.  Yon  will,  I  donbt  not, 
take  care,  either  to  incorporate  them  in  the  companies  of  the  ^asA 
now  called  out,  or  if  yon  form  seperate  corps,  take  care  not  to 
multinly  officers  beyond  a  true  proportion.  This  last  cauticm, 
indeea,  should  be  ever  attended  to. 


Sup.  Exbcutivb  C!oukcil  to  Conobsbs,  1777. 

In  Council;  Philada.,  Sept.  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  S.  If.  C.  of  P.  haye  coi^sidered  a  resolve  of  Congress,  of  this 
day,*  handed  to  them  by  Mess"  Sergeant  &  Thompson.  At  the 
moment  this  came,  Council  were  disposing  ef  every  thing  for  the 
immediate  departure  of  the  Prisoners  in  the  Masons  Lodge.  An 
hearing  of  sinne  of  Aeae  persons,  on  n  peeuliar  footing,  is^now 
recommended.  This  may  probably  be  tedious,  but  can  answer  no 
good  parpose.  Besides,  the  restraint  of  suspicions  persons,  in  like 
exigencies  as  the  present,  may  be  abundantly  justified  by  the  example 
of  ue  first  nations,  &  most  judicious  civilians,  fwriters.] 

However,  in  the  midst  of  the  present  load  of  imnortant  bosiliess 
liefbre  the  Oouneil,  particnlariy  die  embodying  of  the  Militia,  they 
have  not  leiinre  to  undertake  it  Interrupted  &  hindered  as  they 
have  been  already,  by  this  aAur,  they  find  their  proper  A  neoessaiy 
Aonoems  *  *  *  so  much  delayed,  to  yield  any  further  attention  to 
it.  Council,  therefore,  request  that  Oongress  will  hear  &  dispose  ef 
the  prisoneiB  in  the  Masons  Lodge,  and  also  of  those  who  are  field 
on  promise  or  parole,  in  such  manner  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem 
best ;  and  for  this  purpose  a  list  is  herewith  sent  you. 
Direciedf 

To  hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq',  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol,  XI.  p<  29&> 
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Sup.  Bxbo.  GojsvotL  to  Navy  Board,  1777. 

In  Council,  PhQadelphia,  September  6, 1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Ab  Council  cannot  justify  to  themselves  or  to  the  State,  that  the 
actual  command  of  the  naval  force  should  continued  in  the  hands  of 
Commodore  Seymour,*  whose  health  is  very  unoertun  and  whose  age 
is  far  advanced,  they  have  resolved  to  commit  the  real  command  of 
the  same  to  Commodote  Hazlewood,  aa  you  will  find  by  a  copy  of 
the  resolve  inclosed. 

At  the  same  time,  council  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Commander  of  each  Vessel, 
and  take  such  measures  as  will  secure  to  the  State,  the  most  effectual 
service  from  this  very  expensive  armament,  in  the  hour  of  trial. 

DirecUd. 
To  State  Navy  Board. 


Sup.  Exbo.  Council,  to  Joh'n  Mifflut,  1777. 

In  Coundl,  Philadelphia,  Sept  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  respecting  Waggons  for  the  uae 
of  the  Militia,  and  immediately*  sent  to  the  Magistrates  of  some  of 
the  Counties  to  send  to  this  eity,  or  to  you  at  camp,  as  should  be 
most  convenient,  the  number  of  waggons  you  require.  Council  hud 
a  few  days  since  ordered  a  few  in,  if  they  are  not  absolutely  wanted 
here  they  shall  be  sent  forward  to  you  immediately. 
I  am  Sir 

your  very 

humble  servant 

T.  W. 
Directed^ 
To  Jonathan  Mifflin,  jr.,  Esq.,  D.  Q.  M.  O. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  vol.  XI,  p.  298. 
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BESotuTioK  OF  CoNeassB,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept  6,  ITTT. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  remonstranie  of  Israel  Pem- 
berton,  James  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton,  Thomas  Wharton,  Henry 
Drinker,  Thomas  Fisher,  Samnel  Pleasants,  Sam'l  R.  Fisher  who  were 
taken  into  custody  upon  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  praying  to 
be  heard,  whereupon  Resolve4  That  it  he  reooamended  to  the  Su- 
preme executive  council  of  the  State  of  PennsyWanla  to  hear  what 
the  said  remonstrants  oan*alledge  to  remove  the  snaptcions  of  ikeir 
being  disaffected  or  dangerous  to  the  United  States,  and  act  thei^ 
as  the  said  council  judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y .♦ 


Jon'K  MlFfLIN  TO  F&»S»£NT  Wfl^ULION,   1777. 

Newport,  7th  Sept,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honosr  to  write  to  yoo  6di  last  fer  a  Number  of 
Waggons. 

The  Enemy  have  disencumbered  themselves  of  all  heavy  Bamge, 
in  order  to  move  with  the  greater  esse  &  Sapidity ;  his  fixoeSleiicy 
has  therefore  issued  orders  that  the  whole  Amy  send  away  all  Bag- 
gage, except  Blankets,  &  a  few  amaU  Cloaths,  and  desired  me  to  write 
to  you  to  forward  the  Teams  as  soon  as  possible,  they  are  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  the  Bear  of  the  Divisions^  &  immediately  on  an  Alsrm 
the  Tents,  &  small  Packs  kft  with  the  Men  were  to  be  sent  over 
Brandywine. 

Thirty  waggons  with  Flour  have  come  down  from  Lancaster,  with 
which,  &  a  few  I  have  impressed,  the  Militia  are  nearly  suj^lied. 
As  you  have  ordered  waggons  to  Philada.,  if  yon  can  increase  the 
Number  I  wrote  for  to  80  or  100  it  will  be  sufficient  for  every  pre> 
sent  Purpose. 

Yob  may  be  assured  I  will  not  incroach  upon  the  Rights  of  CSvil 
Authority,  &  exert  MiHtary  force  but  in  Cases  that  wul  not  adsnt 
the  Delay  of  an  Application  to  you. 

Please  to  answer  mine  by  this  Express. 
lam  Sir 

with  Respeet 

Your  Obd*  hUe  Scrv* 

J.  MIFFLIN,  D.  Q.  M.  Q.f 

«  Bee  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI,  p.  29S. 
t  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  294. 
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DiMcUd, 

thermit  tl^e  Express  to  pass,  J.  Mifflin,  D.  Q.  M.  6. 

Hi9  EzoeUeney  ThomM  Wbaitoo,  Baq.|  President  of  the  SUte  of 
Pennsjiyania;  Philadelphia. 


EBflOLUTiON  OP  Council,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept  8, 1777, 

Whereas  William  Imlay  apriioiier  of  the  United  States  upon 
suspicion  of  disaffcetion,  has  offered  to  take  an  oath  of  aUegianee  to 
the  slate  of  Now  York,  of  whioh  he  is  a  oitiioD. 

ResolTed,  therefore  that  it  be  xecommended  to  the  Sttpreme  Eze* 
entiTo  ooooeil  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania^  to  diseharge  the  said 
William  IrnUy  on  his  parole  of  honour,  that  he  will  forttwitb  repair 
to  Kingston  in  the  State  of  New  York,  &  taka  the  oath  of  aUegianee 
to  the  said  State. 

Extract  from  the  ntniiles. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Scc'y  * 


Council  xo  Jonathan  Mipitlin,  1777. 

In  Cowicil  Philadft.  Sept  8, 1777. 
oir,. 

•  I  wmta  «e  yen  a  dw  Lines  in  answer  to  yoar  first  Iietter  lespeo* 
tiog  Waggons.  Last  night  I  rood  yoar  Letter  of  th«  7%t  ^  ^ 
same  Bnhjeet,  and  leel  a^eelf  very  nneaay  that  I  eaanot  furnish  the 
Number  yon  require  immediately.  Bzpresses  are  gone  to  some  of 
the  C<»uaties  to  hurry  them  in,  and  when  they  anrlTe  I  shall  lake 
Oare  to  forward  them  to  yeu  with  the  Utmost  expeditioQ.  Neverthe* 
kss  if  they  do  not  get  to  yow  in  time,  and  you  find  there  is  aa  abso* 
lots  Necessity  for  them,  the  inoonv«nieDoy  of  impresomg  must  be 
•ubmiHed  to  by  the  inhabitanis  of  this  State-«t  the  same  time  I 
beg  leave  to  veeommend  to  you  to  employ  Sober  disereet  petmie 
upon  this  busiaesB,  so  that  the  people  auy  snfSur  as  few  iaeeuf eaieit* 
cies  as  may  bo. 

I  am  Sir, 
yours,  &0. 
Directed. 

Jon.  Mifflin,  Esq.,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  New  Port. 

»  See  Colon.  Kex.  Vol.  XI.  p.  295,  2M. 
f  Seepage  696. 
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General  ABHSZBOKa  xo  P&bsidbnt  Whabtoh,  1777. 

Head  Qr  Newport,  Del.,  8th  [Sep',]  1777. 
Sir, 

Last  niffht  I  reo'd  your  &Tonr  of  the  5^^  Ina^  The  Troope  acom- 
ing  from  Backfl  Gountj  must  if  not  Armed  receiye  their  Arms  at 
Pbilad*,  or  wait  for  them  at  Wilmington,  for  at  head  Quarters  we 
have  nothing  of  that  kind. 

I  am  of  opinion  with  your  honourable  Council,  that  the  five  thou« 
sand  additional  to  the  former  demand,  lately  called  for  by  Congren, 
are  a  number  too  large,  they  cannot  be  Armed  by  the  publick,  and        I 
if  the  neighbouring  States  do  any  thing  at  all,  we  may  Teiitiiie  to        i 
say  with  some  degree  of  posidvity  they  will  not  be  wanted.    The 
Besolve  for  raisinff  oooasionally  as  many  as  may  guard  or  oondoot 
the  Prisoners  &e.,  1  take  to  be  a  prudent  one  &  liberal  enough,  only 
Ihat  Oounoil  will  please  to  keep  an  i^tentiTe  eye  that  neft  Ims  tkaa        | 
four  or  fire  thousand  without  a  Chasm  remain  in  the  field.    The  two        , 
Brigades  by  the  last  return  I  have  had  amount  in  the  total  to  2973        I 
perhaps  the  next  return  may  be  more  perfect.    On  the  Subjeet  of        I 
Desertion  I  will  commit  somewhat  to  Coll.  Henry.    This  morning 
we  expected  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  &-  jet  oonUnue  to  look  for        < 
their  movem^     My  private  Opinion  is,  which  last  night  I  delivered         ' 
to  his  Excellency,  That  if  Mr  Howe  do  not  come  on  very  soon,  his 
intentions  is  to  Beembark  on  the  Delaware,  Cross  over  &  land  where 
he  may  think  most  convenient  on  the  Jersey  Shore,  march  up  to  the 
Shevar  de  frise,  &  the  Ships  of  force  by  Water,  from  these  I  presume         I 
he  will  not  again  separate  at  any  great  distance  but  Cooperate  as  far 
as  may  be,  &  by  these  in  the  Sequel  expects  to  Bumbard  the  City. 
From  this  Conjecture,  the  two  following  inferences  are  natural,  ^ve 
shouM  either  attack  him  in  his  Camp,  or  if  he  move  press  hand  upon 
hSs  rear  and  this  before  the  Shipping  get  round.  The  former  reqniNB 
better  intelltgeuce  than  any  our  go^  General  has  reoeived.    TIm  2* 
is  that  the  Jersey  Militia  shou'd  immediately  finish  the  Labour  at 
Billings-port  or  rather  take  post  on  their  own  Shore.    This  I  shall 
mention  to  the  General,  but  wish  Congress  would  antioipate  ins  lat* 
ters  by  immediately  writing  to  Governor  livingston  if  ihat  is  moi 
klready  done.    Your  favour  of  the  6th,  is  this  moment  oome  to  hand. 
I  shall  take  particular  care  to  have  the  resolves  respecting  Ama  It 
Blankets  Communicated  to  the  Soldiery.    The  Army  geneiallj  ace 
in  good  SpirilB  ft  look  for  Action.    I  cannot  add  bat  that 
I  am  with  perfect  respect 
Your  Exoellencies 

Most  Obed«  humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
DirecUdj    His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jun'.^  Philadelphia. 
Favoured  1^  Col"  Henry. 
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Sup.  Exbo.  Council  to  Presibbnt  op  Cokgrbss,  1777. 

In  Council,  Sept.  8, 1777. 
Sir, 

CoI>  Loohiy,  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  County  in  this  State,  is 
eome  down  to  represent  the  distresses  of  the  people  on  our  western 
frontier  from  the  Indian  Ravages,  &  to  procure  assistance.  Counell 
intend  to  purchase  &  send  up  dl  the  rifled  Guns,  of  which  that  Coun- 
ty is  yery  bare  that  may  be  had;  &  to  supply  ammunition  to  the 
Settlers  to  make  some  defence  at  their  habitations,  &  at  large.  But 
they  could  wish,  that  Congress  would  afford  some  attention  to  the 
general  State  of  these  people,  as  h  is  to  be  feared,  that  without 
something  be  done  for  their  reUef  the  Allegeny  Mountain  will  soon 
become  the  frontier.  Col.  Lochry  says  he  has  found  some  difficulties 
to  arise  in  respect  to  the  Rations,  necessary  for  the  Militia,  ordered 
out  by  Gen^  Hand,  which  has  disatisfied  the  people  sent  out,  &  hurt 
the  seryice.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  judged  proper  to  appoint  one  or 
more  of  your  members  to  confer  with  M^  Lochry. 

T.  W. 
Directed, 

To  hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


SupRBMB  ExBc.  Council  to  Justicbs  of  Countibs,  1777 

4 

In  Council,  Sept'r  8, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  demand  for  Waggons  increases,  not  <»ly  for  the  iramediats 
use  of  the  army  under  his  Ezo'  Gen.  Washington,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  stores  of  different  kinds  from  this  City,  as  well  as- 
to  assist  the  Faiijiilys  of  Poor  Militia  men,  who  are  in  actual  service, 
in  removing  their  effects ;  therefore  Council  is  under  the  absolute 
necessity  of  calling  again  upon  the  magistrates  of  your  County  to 
furnish  ,  which  I  request  you  without  loss  of  time 

to  send  immediately  to  this  City. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  an  action  between  the  two 
annys  will  very  soon  happen,  and  Wi^gons  are  greatly  wanted  to 
remove  Baggage,  &o.,  not  only  from  Camp,  but  in  case  of  any  aoei<* 
dent,  out  of  the  City  also*  Wherefore,  I  trust  you  IriU  ez«rt  your- 
selves  on  this  occasion. 

I  am  Sir, 
yeur^  &o. 

LanoastOT  County,  100. 

Berks  County,  100. 
Directed  J      To  Justices  of  Lancastor  &  Berks  C«. 
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Sup,  Exec.  Council  to  Col.  L.  Nicola,  1777, 

9th  Sep',  1777. 
Sir, 

GonitcS  in  eonomreDoe  with  Congress  haye  determined  to  send 
away  from  tkia  City  the  priaoners  nnder  your  Care,  [m  the  Free- 
Mouong's  Lodge."]  They  must  proceed  to-morrow  over  the  Bridge 
tteroes  Sohaylkill.  The  Light  Hone  Militia  of  the  City  hare  onder- 
takon  to  eeoort  them  to  the  place  assigned  them,  hut  the  presence  ft 
aid  of  the  City  Coards,  or  part  of  them,  will  he  proper  till  they  pass 
the  Bridge ;  Coanoil  depends  on  yonr  attention.  If  the  Gtentlemea, 
or  any  of  them,  prefer  their  own  Carriages  for  the  Jonrney  you  are 
to  permit  them  to  use  them. 

The  door-keeper  says  he  has  engaged  three  light  "Wagons,  the 
best  carriages  that  can  he  had  for  this  purpose.  But  it  is  necessary 
to  request  your  endeavours  to  procure  three  more.  Mr.  Hiltaheimer 
can  assist  and  direct  yon.  But  least  there  be  any  difficulty  in  hiring, 
we  send  you  herewith  power  to  impresa  enough. 

Directed, 
To  Col.  Nicok. 


Bepbbsentation  of  Episcopal   Churches  to  Sup&eme 
ExBCUTiYB  Council,  1777. 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 

aylvania. 

The  Bepresentation  of  ^^the  Corporation  of  the  Rector,  Church- 
<<  Wardens  &  Vestrymen  of  the  United  Episcopal  Churches  of 
<<  Christ  Church  &  St.  Peter's  Church  in  the  City  of  Pkiladelf^ia, 
<'in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania." 

Qendemen, 

Being  truly  alarm'd  and  concem'd  at  hearing  that  the  Bev<  Mr. 
Ooombe,  one  of  our  Assistant  Ministers,  had  been  arrested  in  his 
own  House,  and  removed  from  thence  ft  put  under  Coi^nement^  we 
appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  him,  in  order  to  satisfy  oor- 
selves  by  what  authority  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  what  charge 
had  been  brought  against  him,  whether  he  had  applied  for  an  hear- 
ing, and  whether  a  hearing  had  b^een  granted  f  His  answer  by  the 
Committee  was :  "  That  he  was  confined  by  a  Resolve  of  the  Preai- 
''dent  ft  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  form'd  in  consequence  of  a  i 
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*<  mendatory  Besolve  of  Oon^ress.  That  the  general  charge  was 
<<  hia  having  eTineed  a  disposition  inimioal  to  the  canse  of  America 
<<  That  be  had  joio'd  with  some  respectable  Fellow  Citizens^  who 
<<were  imprisoned  with  him^  in  an  application  for  a  hearing;  that 
''  an  hearing  had  not  been  granted,  bnt  that  he  was  inform  d  by  a 
'^messenger  from  the  Council;  That  he  is  to  be  sent  to  Augusta 
*'  County  in  Virginia." 

We  bee  leave  to  observe  to  yoU;  Gentlemen,  that  the  connexion 
betwixt  Ministers  &  People  hath,  in  every  Christian  State,  been 
deemed  a  Tendet  &  Spiritual  one ;  an  attempt  to  dissolve  this  con- 
nexion by  the  removal  of  a  Minister  upon  a  general  charge,  without 
sufierins  him  to  know  his  accusers,  or  being  heard  in  his  own  defence, 
cannot  but  be  deem'd  an  InfHn^ement  of  Ileligious  as  well  as  Civil 
liberty. 

The  Respect  we  have  for  Mr.  'Coombe,  and  the  Duty  we  owe  to 
our  Constituents,  the  members  of  .the  two  Episcopal  Churches  in 
this  City,  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  will  not  permit  us 
to  be  silent  on  this  occasion.  We  do,  Therefore,  as  well  for  our- 
selves as  in  the  Name  &  Behalf  of  these  respectable  Congregations, 
earnestly  request  it  of  you,  as  you'  regard  the  Civil  &  Religious 
Rights  of  Freemen,  &  the  present  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  whence  alone  you  derive  your  authority  as  a' Council,  that  Mr. 
Coombe  be  admitted,  as  his  undoubted  Birth  Right,  to  an  hearing 
in  the  Face  of  his  Country. 

Not  suffering  ourselves  to  doubt  of  your  chearfull  compliance  with 
this  most  reasonable  request, 
We  are,  Gentlemen, 

with  all  due  respeot| 

Your  humble  Servants, 

JACOB  DUCH^,  Rector. 

THO.  CUTHBERT,     )    p.   ^,  Wo«l*.n«  *  " 

JAMES  REYNOLDS,  |   Church  Wardens.* 

Sign'd  by  Order  of  Vestry. 
Philadelphia,  Sep'  9th,  1777. 
Indorsed, 

<<  Read  in  Council,  Sep.  9.    Ordered  to  lye  on  the  Table. 

T.  M.,  SeoV' 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.  Vol,  XL,  pp.  288.  206,  800.     See  Arohlves,  page  608. 
Vol.  v.— 26 
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Statb  Navt  Board  to  Supreme  Exec.  Council,  1Y77. 

Gentlemen; 

The  Bearer  Mn.  Bridget  Bogers^  a  poore  woman  with  a  jonng 
child  at  her  Brest,  who  had  her  Husband  killed  on  board  the  Wash- 
iDgton  galley,  prajs  you  for  eome  Belief,  &  I  belive  is  worthy  of 
any  thing  That  may  be  done  for  her. 
Your  moat  Ob*  & 

Very  Hum"  Serv* 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 
Sept'  gu  1777. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Hon*>«  Navy  Board. 


State  Navy  Board,  September  9*^,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

Whereas  there  is  many  poor  Women  (the  above  ia  one)  whoae 
husbands  have  been  in  the  Naval  Service  of  this  State,  &  who  by 
death  and  otherways,  their  wives  are  in  the  greatest  distress,  and  as 
the  board  think  they  have  no  authority  tp  give  the  least  relief  from 
the  Publics  Money  in  their  hands,  they  recommend  them  to  your 
clemency  to  render  such  relief  as  you  may  judge  right. 
By  order  of  the  poard, 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  Chm. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania. 


James  Bead  to  Secretart  Matlack,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  prevented  by  many  occurrences  from  leaving  Home 
on  many  overtures  to  go  to  the  City  \  and  now  in  particular,  (wbea 
I  bope'd  to  have  set  out  this  day,)  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq',  the  Con* 
tinental  Treasurer,  has  very  emestly  requested  me  to  be  one  of  three 
Persons,  (if  two  more  can  be  had,  not  one  of  whom  is  yet  fixed 
upon,)  to  attend  the  Continental  Press,  and  to  Deliver  the  Sheets  of 
Bills  to  Signers  and  take  Receipts  from  them ;  which  most  effBCtoallj 
bars  up  my  way  to  the  City ;  so  that  I  am  unhappy  in  not  being  able 
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to  wail  upon  the  HoBoomble  Tke  Pirendent  of  the  Ezeeatire 
Oonnci],  in  order  to  offer  mj  Bond  as  Prothonotery,  with  Colonel 
Haller  for  surety,  whioh  I  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  know  an  Act 
of  Assembly  had  made  necessary,  at  the  Time  of  my  taking  the 
oath  of  Allegience  and  Oath  of  Offioci  nor  did  I  know  this  till  some 
considerable  Time. after  I  came  Home.  Gol.  Haller  is  a  Oentleman 
of  a  i^entifttl  Fortune  here,  he  will  show  you  the  Form  of  the  Bond 
which  I  have  drawn  conformable  to  Law ;  and,  if  he  should  be  ap- 
proved, we  will  immediately  execute  it,  and  J  will  bring  or  transmit 
it  to  you.  M'  James  Whitehead  is  the  pro  tempore  Officer  of  the 
Courts.  I  am  recommended  with  M'  Whitehead  and  M'  Henry 
Christ,  Junr.^  for  choice  of  Clerk  of  Sessions.  Of  this  and  some 
other  important  matters  which  you  should  be  made  acquainted  with, 
I  will  soon  write  fully ;  and,  when  two  others  are  appointed  to  attend^ 
with  me,  the  Continental  Press^  I  will  get  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
•days  and  do  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  on  the  Honourable  The 
President^  when  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  Pleasure  of  your  Company. 
With  much  Esteem  and  Bespect^ 
I  am 
Sir, 
Ydur  most  bumble  serv^; 

JAMES  BEAD. 
Beading,  September  9^;  1777. 
Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

By  Colonel  Haller. 


SupREflK  Executive  Council  to  Episcopal  Churches  of 
Philadelphia,  1777. 

In  Council  Philad%  Sept'  9, 1777. 
Gen*, 

It  is  with  Concern,  that  Council  have  read  an  address  from  the 
Hector,  Church  Wardens  &  Vestry  of  the  united  Episcopal  Churches 
of  Christ  Church  &  St.  Peters  Churches  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia* 
concerning  the  Eev'  M'.  Coombe.  His  case  is  wholly  political.  They 
would  be  sorry  your  Corporation  should  draw  imputations  on  them 
hj  this  application. 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  Council  had,  before  this  piece 
came^  determined  to  send  away  M'  Coombe  and  the  rest  of  the 

»  See  Page  600.    Colon.  Beo.  Vol.  XI,  p.  800.  • 
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pHBoners;  and  tbat  his  c<»iikeotioa  with  your  oongrega4i<m  cui  be  no 
argoment  in  his  behalf. 

I  am^  Ac. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Corporation  of  the  Beotor,  Chnrch  Wardena  and  Vestry,  of 
the  United  Episcopal  Charches  of  Chriat  Church  and  St.  Peters 
Chnrch  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


Resolution  of  Congress^  1777. 

In  Congress;  Sept'  9, 1777. 

Congress  having  received  information  from  General  Washington, 
that  a  great  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet  have  sailed,  with  the  intention, 
as  it  is  apprehended,  to  come  round  into  the  Delaware  river ;  and 
whereas,  General  Washington  hath  requested  that  a  proper  lookout 
be  kept  up  and  intelligence  be  sent  him  with  as  much  dispatch  as 
possible  of  the  movements  of  the  said  fleet 

Kesolved,  That  the  Executive  Council  of*Pennsylvania  be  informed 
thereof^  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  pay  immediate 
attention  thereto. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Prisoners  in  Masonic  Lodqs  to  Col.  Nicola,  1777. 

The  Prisoners  confined  in  the  Masons  Lodge,  having  seen  Orders 
at  8  0  Clock  last  night  from  the  Vice  President  &  Council  to  Lewis 
Nichola,  dated  9**  Sep',  1777,  which  was  the  notice  of  the  Time 
proposed  for  their  removal 

They  ask  him  or  the  President  &  Council  thro  him 

How  are  we  to  be  sent  into  Banishment  7  if  in  Carriages  1 

What  sort,  &  how  many  ?  Are  we  to  be  furnished  with  Baggage 
Waggons,  k  how  many  f 

What  Provisions  &  Stores  are  provided  for  so  long  a  Journey  ? 

What  number  of  Beds  k  Bedding  ? 

Who  is  to  pay  our  Travelling  Expences,  &  for  our  Support  daring 
our  Absence  from  our  Families  k  Business. 

Are  not  such  of  us  whose  Families  k  Affairs  require  their  Pre- 
sence &  Assistance  preparatory  to  their  leaving  home,  at  liberty  to 
repair  there,  k  to  have  the  necessary  Communication  with  their 
Friends  by  Letter  during  our  Absence  ? 
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To  wbose  Gugtody  are  we  to  be  committed  when  there  f  And  will 
thej  have  Authority  to  suffer  us  or  one  or  more  of  us  to  visit  our 
Families  upon  a  {nomise  to  return  in  Case  urgent  Ciroumstanoes 
should  require  it  f 

Are  we  not  to  have  a  certified  Copy  of  our  Commitment  to  that 
Country,  &  of  the  Orders  accompanying  i^  that  we  may  know  in 
what  P6int  of  View  we  are  represented^  &  in  what  manner  we  are  to 
be  treated  ? 

Mason's  Lodge,  Phi]ad%  Sep.  10%  1777. 

Are  we  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  apply  to  the  Officers  of  any 
Oovemment  in  which  we  may  bo,  fot  Redress  of  any  Grievances  we 
may  labour  under  i 


H.  Christ  and  othbbb  to  Presidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  in  Council  of  the  8^  Instant  came  to  • 
hand  yesterday  per  Express.  We  immediately  convened  toffether 
on  the  important  subject  thereof.  And  as  Mark  Bird,  Esq'',  D.  Q. 
M%  hath  already  rec^  orders  from  J;he  board  of  War  for  lt)0  Wagons 
to  be  sent  down  (which  at  this  time  are  difficult  to  be  procurod), 
We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  your  Excellency  requires  100 
Waggons  more  than  the  100  Mr.  Bird  hath  orders  for  out  of  Berks. 
We  have  therefore  thought  expedient  to  forward  an  Express  to  be 
certain,  As  the  Farmers  are  now  putting  in  their  Qrain  and  such  a 
mistake  at  this  time  would  be  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  public 
welfare.  If  it's*  your  Excellency's  intention  that  a  hundred  be  sent 
down  exclusive  of  those  Mr.  Bird  hath  orders  for,  We  shall,  exert 
ourselves  in  procuring  them  as  quit  as  possible. 
We  are. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Tour  Exceirysobed*  h'ble  Serv*", 
HENRY  CHRIST. 
JACOB  SHOEMAKER. 
JOHNLUDWIG. 
SAMUEL  ELY. 
DANIEL  ROTHERMEL. 
Reading,  10«^  Sept',  1777. 
Directedy 

On  public  Service  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr..  Es- 
quire, President,  &c.,  Philadelphia. 
Per  Express. 
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RBflOLiniOl^  09  OONGBBSS,   1777* 

Iq  Congress^  Sep.  10, 1777 
Besolvedy 

That  the  interest  which  shall  arise  after  4he  date  of  this  resohtioa 
on  Loan  office  certificates  already  issued,  or  which  shall  be  iaened 
before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  be  annually  paid  at  the  respeo- 
tive  Loan  offices  in  bills  of  ezchanffe  on  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  in  Paris,  at  the  rate  of  fire  livres  of  France  for  erery 
Spanish  milled  dollar  due  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  or  in  continental 
bills  of  credit  at  the  option  of  the  respective  lenders. 

Ordered, 

That  a  copy  of  the  aboye  resolution  be  sent  to  the  ezecative 
powers  of  the  several  States  with  a  request  that  they  will  order  the 
same  to  be  published  in  their  respective  gazettes  successively. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Bec'y. 


Pbter  De  Haven  to  President  Whaeton,  1777. 

French  Creek,  Sept.  10, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  Beoed  a  Letter  from  Dockter  Kanady  Bequ6stin|^  Me  to  Let 
him  have  one  Hundred  Stand  of  arms  at  the  Yallo  Spnng,  as  thera 
was  a  Subspition  of  the  Towrys  Raising,  I  immediately  sent  iiim 
answer  that  it  was  not  in  My  Power -to  Deliver  aney  arms  or  Amu- 
nytion  Without  an  order  from  the  Executive  Oonnoil,  I  ahonld  be 
fflad  if  you  would  send  Me  Word  if  I  shall  Let  him  have  Anej,  I 
Likewise  should  be  Abledg  to  you  if  you  give  My  Son  an  order  to 
your  Salt  Work  for  one  Load  of  Salt,  as  Wee  Do  Stand  in  6i«tt 
Need  of  Sum,  I  Cant  get  aney,  and  Wee  have  A  great  Maney  Hen 
to  Provide  for. 

I  Remain  your 

Humble  Servant, 

PETER  DE  HAVEN. 

Directed, 

To  The  Hon^i*  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Presid*  to  the  Ex"*  CooBr 
oil  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl*. 
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Pbtee  Db  Havbi{  to  Vicb  Peesidbnx  Bryan,  177T. 

French  Creek,  Sept.  10, 1777. 
Si^, 

Wee  haTe  got  sum  infonnation  that  thare  is  Part  of  Mr.  Hows 
armey  Within  four  Miles  of  Downins  Town,  &  1  helieve  thay  intend 
for  onr  Magazene,  and  Wee  are  in  a  Very  Poor  Situation  for  defend- 
ing it,  I  should  be  yery  glad  if  you  Would  Send  A  Proper  Oard  for 
this  Place,  I  have  Rid  threw  this  Naberhood  to  Procure  Waggons, 
but  Gould  get  but  8  or  10  to  Move  Sum  of  the  Powder  toward 
Beddin,  but  to  what  Place  I  am  a  stranger. 

I  Re  your  Hum.  Serv*, 

PETER  DE  HAVEN. 
Directed^ 
To  Mr.  George  Bryan,  Vice  President  of  the  Ex.  Councyl. 


iNSTBUCnONS  TO  THE  EsCORT   OF  PRISONERS,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Sept.  10, 1777. 

Instructions  to  M'  Sam>  Caldwell  &  M'  Alex'  Nesbitt,*  who 
have  the  direction  <9f  the  Escort  appointed  to  conduct  the  prisoners, 
now  in  the  Free  Masons  Lodge,  towards  Augusta,  in  Virginia. 

These  persons  will  be  placea  in  light  Covered  Waggons,  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  be  crowded ;  you  are  to  attend  them  on  this  jour- 
ney by  the  common  road  to  Reading,  in  Berks  County,  taking  care 
to  procure  every  suitable  accommodation  for  them  on  the  way.  A 
proper  degree  of  firmness  &  watchfulness  as  well  as  politeness  is 
also  necessary;  your  attention  to  these  will  doubtless  be  given. 
With  the  present  instructions  you  have  also  an  order  directed  to  the 
Lieutenants  &  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  Militia  of  Philadelphia  & 
Berks,  to  afford  you  all  aid  that  you  may  call  for. 

When  yon  arrive  at  Reading  yon  are  to  deliver  over  your  Charge 
to  Jacob  Morgan,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Berks,  or 
to  John  Old,  &q%  Sub.  Lieu*,  who  is  already  prepared  with  direo- 
tions  to  receive  and  provide  for  their  further  Journey  to  Virginia. 

A  sum  of  money,  viz.,  £100,  is  herewith  put  into  your  hands,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  prisoners,  the  guard,  the  Waggoners,  & 
of  yourselves.  The  ballance  which  remains^  please  to  jMiy  to  Jacob 
Morgan,  Esquire,  &  take  his  xeoeipt  for  it. 

Here  follows  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  prisonera.f 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  299.  f  Names  not  inserted. 
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If  the  (rentlemen;  or  any  of  them  prefer  their  own  Camtgefl, 
joa  will  permit  it,  npon  proper  a^simiioe  that  thej  will  be  kept 
throughout  the  Joumej^  provided  thej  be  equal  to  it 


Prks't  Whakton,  to  Col.  Nicola,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  light  Horse  have  made  earnest  applieatioD 
to  be  allowed  to  join  Gen.  W.,  &  to  be  released  from  the  journey  to 
Virginia.  This  request  is  laudable  ;  but  it  comes  inconveniently,  k 
makes  some  new  provision  needful  for  the  escorting  the  prisoners  in 
the  Lodge.  At  present,  it  is  proposed  to  intrust  the  direction  of  this 
business  to  two  Gentlemen  of  the  Troop,  &  a  competent  number  of 
your  City  Guards  mounted  on  horseback  as  far  as  Reading.  Yoar 
Sentiments  on  this  scheme,  if  you  see  any  difficulty,  are  desired.  It 
it  hoped,  the  number  necessary,  will  be  small.  This  will  perhaps  be 
better  seen  after  the  journey  has  been  entered  on,  a  few  miles. 

lam  Sir, 

Tour  very  obed*  Ser?*. 

10th  Sept,  1777. 
Directed. 

To  CoL  Nicola. 


Sup.  Exbo.  Council  to  Col.  Mobgan,  1777. 

In  Council,  PhiUda.,  Sept  10, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  subject  of  the  present  Letter  is  the  removal  of  several  Oea- 
tlemen  of  this  city  by  Council,  out  of  the  State.  They  have  uaiAmly 
manifested  in  their  general  charactar  &  conversatioD,  a  disposition 
highly  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America,  their  stay  of  courae  in  this 
City,  at  this  time  of  invasion  &  danger,  is  beoome  highly  improper. 
You  will  find  by  the  inclosed  Instructions  the  plaoe  they  are  destuirf 

for,  &  the  mode  of  removing  them.     Messrs. , 9 1*<^ 

of  the  light  horse  Militia  of  this  City,  with  a  party  of  our  city  g^ 
on  horseback,  are  the  escort  to  Reading.  These  (Gentlemen  voll  be 
able  to  inform  you  of  the  guard,  that  wUl  be  proper  to  send  forvud. 
The  first  plan,  Was  to  send  a  sufficient  party  of  these  light  hone  to 
Virginia,  but  the  present  approach  of  Gen.  Howe,  calls  them  to  oaoip- 
I  therefore,  must  request  you  to  look  out  for  a  person  of  humanityi 


PENN8TLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777.  609 

good  breeding,  &  firmness  to  superintend  the  farther  conveyance  of 
Uieee  Gentlemen  to  Staunton,  &  to  assist  him  with  a  proper  escort, 
mounted  on  horseback.  You  may  see  by  the  Instructions  for  this 
officer,  which  are  inclosed,*  that  all  politeness  towards  the  prisoners 
&  due  attention  to  their  comfort  is  desired.  Every  charge  from  you 
on  this  head,  will  doubtless  be  given. 

I  send  you  by  John  Old,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  £  five  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  supplied  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  journey,  Messrs. 

Alexander  Nesbitt,  & ,  have  received  £100  pounds  for  the 

same  purpose  till  the  prisoners  are  delivered  to  you ;  they  will  pay 
you  the  remaixider^  after  providing  for  their  own  charges  homewards. 

You  have  also  with  this  Letter,  an  order  directed  to  the  Lieut's., 
ft  Sub  Lieut's,  of  Lancaster  ft  Cumberland,  to  give  every  necessary 
aid,  ft  the  Messrs.  Alex'  Nesbitt,  — ,  will  deliver  to  you  the 
Dispatches  from  the  War  Office  of  Congress,  relative  to  their  pas- 
sage thro'  Maryland  ft  Virginia  ft  reception  at  Staunton,  It  will  bo 
proper  that  you  add  to  these  an  open  letter  to  the  Lieut*  ft  the  sub 
Lieut*  of  Lancaster  ft  Cumberland  ^Counties,  ft  all  other  officers  in 
this  state,  ft  elsewhere,  attesting  ft  certifying  that  your  superinten- 
dant  is  the  officer  intrusted  with  this  business. 

The  liffht  waggons  must  necessarily  go  on,  ft  also  the  heavy  ones, 
unless  otners  are  substituted.  This  information  is  given  betimes, 
that  no  delay  be  made  at  Beading 

Directed. 
To  Colonel  Morgan.  n 


Instructions  to  Escort  op  Prisoners,  1777, 

In  Coundl,  Phihda.  10  Sept,  1777. 

Instructions  to  the  Gkntlemen  to  whom  Colonel  Jacob  Morgan, 
lieutenant  of  Berks  County  shall  commit  the  charge  of  certain  prison- 
ers, sent  from  Philadelphia,  for  Staunton  in  Yireinia,  under  tho 
conduct  of  Messeurs  Samuel  Caldwell  ft  Alexander  Nesbitt,  who  aro 
to  deliver  them  to  said  Mr.  Morgan  at  Reading. 

You  will  proceed  by  the  common  road  thro'  Carlisle  with  these 
persons  to  Staunton  in  Augusta  County  in  Yirginia,  you  will  find 
them  furnished  with  light  covered  waggons,  in  such  manner  as  not  to 
be  erouded.  Your  careful  attendance  throughout,  will  be  necessary. 
Every  suitable  accommodation  should  be  procured  for  them  on  the 
waj^-But  whilst  you  manifest  politeness,  ft  tenderness  a  proper 
degree  of  firmness,  ft  watchfiilness  will  be  also  required,  with  these 
instructions,  you  have  an  order  directed  to  the  Lieut'  ft  sub  Lieut* 

*  See  page  607. 
26* 
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of  LaaoasCfif  &  Camberluid  CoaBtios  io  tid  jo«  ia  all  cMtt  AtA  tuj 
be  needful. 

If  the  GenileiDeai  prisoners,  or  any  of  tbeiHi  prefer  Iheir  own,  or 
other  Carriagesi  provided  bj  tbemaelvee,  tfaej  are  to  be  pernaittod  te 
use  them;  but  then  they  are  to  keep  theni  tbroqghoat  the  journey. 

When  you  get  into  Maryland,  &  Virginia,  yoa  will  look  into  the 
diapatobes  from  the  War  ofllee,  &  take  direction  from  tihtevi»  yoa  vill 
we  doubt  not,  in  consequenee  hie  aseisted  by  the  officers  of  time  states 
and  on  your  arrival  at  Staunton,  tbQ  prisoners  reoeived;  &  treated 
according  to  their  stations. 

The  proper  sum  of  money  will  be  advanced  to  yo«  by  Gol.  Horgsa 
to  defray  the  charges  of  the  Gentlemen,  comaiitted  to  your  care,  of 
the  escort,  the  Waggoners,  &  all  other  atteodsnt  expenses ;  of  thla  dia* 
burse,  a  reguUur  account  should  be  kept,  ft  Vouchers  praserTod, 

Here  follows,  a  list  of  the  prisoners :  Vis.  r 


Sup.  Exec.  CpuNCiL  to  Oohmittbb  fob  Drivihg  o?f 
Cattlb,  1777. 

In  Council.  Philada.  Sept  10th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Business  of  driving  off  Cattle,  to  which  the  Council  appointed 
you,  is  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  requires  your  utmost  attention. 
The  bearer  Mr.  Ludwick  Kerker  is  assistant  purchaser  of  Provis- 
ions for  our  army,  it  may  be  well  enough  for  you  to  confer  with  him 
on  the  subject. 

I  am  Gent 

your  very  Hum*  Serr* 


Col.  Hunter  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  177T. 

Port  Augusta,  10th  Sept,  1777. 

Sir, 

Yonr  circular  letter  I  received  thin  day  in  regard  of  thefirat  class  of 
the  Militia  of  this  County  to  March  out  immediat^y,  and  tbo  whole  of 
the  other  classes  to  hold  themselves  in  Bediness,  you  may  depttidupoo 
it,  I  will  Exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  have  the  Orders  i  Beoeire  from 
the  Bzeouttve  Council  put  in  Execution,  Suppose  at  this  present  tune 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  is  afraid  of  the  Indians  comeing  down 
uppon  our  fronteers,  as  there  has  been  a  number  of  them  seen  about 
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GooksoD  LoDg  set  off  last  Saturday  with  a  party  of  men  to  ta^w  if 
a«j  liaci  any  HoBtOe  intentiooSi  anob  »  Urgt  piriy  aa  ^  rcfxirted 
io  bim  of  IndaaiM  in  a  Body  aa  two  Himd^  wa«  eootgb  towfan^ 
iWi  Pali  of  the  Oonatrjr,  I  bopo  the  lepprt  be  )>riBgs  Bade  ma^  bf 
fKTMirabky  aa  we  «ve  bi41j  off  ib  thia  Coanty  for  wat^t  of  urma  aQ4 
ammanition,  as  I  informed  Mr.  Ldwdon  off*,  wbiob  ip  %  member  ot 
ibfi  Oonaoil  fran  ffaia  Goon^y  to  eiiideav<»r  to  prooare  five  Hnn<bred 
stand  of  arms,  which  will  be  yery  much  wonted  la  eate  we  i^e  invf^ 
itd  here  Igr  J''  8»ngef .  • 

I  am  Sir^ 

your  most 

Obedient  Humb*  Serv* 

SAM'L.  HUNTER 
Directed 

To  George  Bryan^,^  Ylce  presid*  of  the  Ezeoative  OouQcil;  PUlach. 
By  Edward  Stroud;  T 
Ezpfess,  j 


J4B»  Hamiipton  to  Suv.  Exec,  Coukcil,  1777. 

Mr.  Hamilton  being  a  Prisoner,  on  Parol,  to  the  President  and 
Gonncil  is  under  a  very  disagreeable  suspenoo;  as  to  what  they  may 
please  to  order  ooncerninff  him ;  more  particularly,  in  case  they  should 
think  fit  to  remove  him  £om  his  own  House,  against  which  he  begs 
leave  to  semonstnte^  for  the  following  rea^opdj  amofigal  maiiy  others 
that  he  might  justly  assign. 

1.  That  he  does  not  find  himself  charged  with  any  crime,  or  sus- 
picion of  crime  against  the  present  GK)vernment,  or  the  Americei^ 
papse  in  g^seralj  tnd  is  cooeoious^  that  none  such  can  be  JQsUy 
jmputed  to  him. 

2.  That  he  is  far  advanced  in  years,  an<}  bis  oonslitatloq  muel 
impaired  by  frequent  distempers  to  which  he  is  fubject,  from  some 
X)f  wbichj  aftbo^  he  be  lately  recovered  in  a  good  degree;  vet  he  finds 
himself  still  greatly  weakened  and  relaz'd  so  that,  should  he  be  seise4 
with  a  re^apee  «t  any  place  out  of  the  reach  of  good  assistance,  11 
ffiight  go  near  to  endanger  his  life — besides  that  at  his  advanced 
years  very  fi^w,  evci)  of  the  best  constitutions  are  ^able  to  undergo 
jm\icb  hardship  or  fatigue, 

8*  That  he  nas  large  concerns  which  requnre  his  constant  care,  & 
.attention,  for  want  of  which  or  of  that  of  some  person  in  whom  he 
can  confide,  they  must  necessarily  fiftll  in  to  much  confusion  and  dia- 
Older;  and  be  Iji^bto  to  giraat  phuider  and  imbenl^me^t,  j|»  weU  fr^m 


612  PENNSYLVANIA  ASCHiyiiS  1777. 

Imowii  gervtntoM  from  other  vkked  and  iU<£qKiMd  peopb  i 
tiie  towD. 

Hy  nererihelefls  tha  GoTeinmeiit  is  determioed  upon  his  removil, 
he  begs  to  be  indiil^  in  the  following  partienlan,  «U  ^hieh  hate 
been  lately  granted  to  others  in  the  same  oiroomstanoes,  by  the  Board 
of  War,  with  the*approbation  of  the  hon'ble  Congreas,  namely  to  Mx: 
Penn,  ft  Mr.  Chew. 

1.  That  he  may  ohnse  his  plaee  of  residenee  for  the  present  with 
the  Councils  approbation. 

2.  That  be  may  have  a  reasonable  time  of  notice  to  prepare  lor  his 
departure;  &o., 

8.  That  he  may  have  leaye  to  appoint  his  Nephew  William  Ham« 
ilton  to  reside  in  his  Hoose^  and  saperintend  his  affairs  daring  his 
absence,  with  the  goyemments  protection  to  the  said  Wm.  Hamilton 
and  to  Mr.  Hamiltons  effects. 

The  last  article,  it  so  much  imports  Mr.  Hamilton  to  be  aasnrsd 
of,  as  that  without  it,  he  cannot  take  any  one  step  towards  the  set- 
tlement of  his  affairs,  so  necessary  before  his  departore,  in  case  thai 
measure  should  be  resolved  on ;  It  so  happening,  by  the  unfortunate 
dispersion  of  his  nearest  friends  and  connections,  Uiat  the  said  William 
Hamilton  is  the  only  one  left,  on  whom  he  can  depend  to  take  care 
of  his  effects  in  his  absence,  and  to  save  them  from  destruction,  and 
as  he  can  never  believe,  that  the  President  and  GouncU,  by  having 
secured  his  person  intended  so  great  an  injurj^to  his  private  fortune 
as  the  refusal  of  his  request  must  amount  to^  He  therefore  hopes 
they  will  be  pleased  to  grant  it* 


Lbwis  Nioola  to  Sborbtart  Matlack,  1777. 

Wednesday  afternoon. 

M'  Nesbit  &  some  other  Oent*  of  the  Light  Horse  have  told  me 
that  the  Council  intended  the  Cent*  in  the  Lod^  should  go  by  the 
way  of  Eeadin^  &,  if  I  recollect  right  something  of  that  nature 
was  mentioned  in  Council,  when  I  was  present  this  morning,  as  my 
orders  are  contrary,  if  it  is  so  intended  I  should  be  glad  of  further 
instructions. 

The  QenV"  in  the  Lodee  have  reguested  that  I  should  represent 
to  his  Excel''  &  the  CouncU  that  two  waggons  are  insuftoient  for  the 
baggage  of  twenty-two  persoift,  especial^  as  some  of  them  propose 
taking  their  beading  &  also  some  provisions,  as  they  apprehend  the 
Taverns  on  the  road  may  not  be  prepared  for  so  large  a  company. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  Council  in  this  manner,  appro- 

«  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XL  p.  808,  &  answer  oCComioU,  p.  618,  tkis  VoL 
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iMHsiya  iImI  snoh  frequent  penoiuil  «tteadaiM6  miglit  be  troobheome 
Mid  interrupt  biuioess  of  more  importanoe. 
I  amS', 

jOTtt  moBt  obed*  serv*; 

LBWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Directed, 
To  Timotb  J  M&tlack;  Esq'. 


Supreme  Executivb  Council  to  Jambs  Hamilton^  1777. 

PhUadelphia,  11**  Sep',  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  communicated  to  the  president  your  Message  &  memoran- 
dum.* OouBcil  have  considered  them  &  hpweyer  unwilling  they  be 
to  disturb  a  Qentleman  circumstanced  as  Mr.  H.  is,  they  think  ii 
advisable  you  should,  to  prevent  the  greater  inconvenience  of  an  hasty 
removal,  leave  Town  without  loss  of  time.  They  propose  Easton, 
Bethlehem,  or  Reading  as  places  where  you  might  be  comfortably 
accomodated.  However,  they  do  not  absolutely  fix  on  these  Towns. 
I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  however,  that  unanswerable  objections  lie 
^inst  the  proposition  of  committing  the  Care  of  your  affairs  to 
William  Hamilton,  Esquire. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  hb'le  servant, 


T.  M. 


Directed^ 
To  James  Hamilton,  E8q^ 


Matthew^  Irwin  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Philada.,  11th  Septem',  1777. 
Sir, 

Your  faV  of  6**  Ins*  I  have  just  received.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
your  Excellency  and  Council  for  the  offer  of  the  quarter  mastership 
for  General  Armstrong's  Division^  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  serve 
my  Country  in  any  department  that  I  am  capable  of  executing.  I 
am  ready  to  set  out  for  Head  quarters  as  soon  as  you  are  pleased  to 

*  See  pag(»  612. 
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ftwDiah  vm  nitfi  a  OaraioiMy  wkfc  whioh  raqiieB^  yon  wiB  gin  M 
such  Hank  as  the  nature. of  ths  ^ffioe  rtqubes.    Gash  will  also  ba 
«  necessary. 
lam 

your  Excellenoy's 

most  obd*  humb'*  Serr*, 

MATH^  IRWIN. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  The*  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Honor- 
able, The  Supreme  Exeoutiye  Gouncil,  PhiUd'. 


President  Wharton  to  Governor  Livingston,  1777. 

Philaddp^  11«»  September,  17T7. 
Rr, 

The  necessity  of  supplying  this  state  with  salt  led  the  Gentlemea 
who  were  last  year  at  the  head  of  affairs  here  to  constmot  a  work  on 
Toms  Biver,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  promotioff  this  ser- 
Tice.  This  undertaking,  from  the  extent  of  it  &  many  other  oanses 
has  been  most  strangely  delayed,  so  that  no  salt  has  yet  been  made. 
One  principal  cause  of  this  has  been  the  very  frequent  call  of  the 
workmen  employed  to  serve  in  the  Militia  of  the  State,  which  ei^ 
oumstanee,  by  breaking  into  the  system  of  our  basme«,  at  Tool 
River,  b  extremely  vexat^OiBfl,  &  must,  I  apprehend,  if  continned, 
prevent  any  salt  beinff  made  for  a  long  time  to  oome.  In  this  diffi- 
culty I  apply  to  you  for  your  aldvice  &  interposition.  Perhaps  yoor 
Legislature,  upon  considering  ^.he  nature  &  intent  of  this  serTice^ 
would  ffive  some  relief  to  the  Workmen  empJoved. 

Or  if  this  be  difficult,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether 
workmen  hired  here  &  sent  ov£r  tO  your  state  would  be  liable  to  be 
taken  to  serve  in  the  Militia.    I  beg  your  attention  to  this  matter. 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  respect, 

Tour  most  obed^  & 

very  humble  Serv*, 

To  Gov^  livin^fstpB,'*' 

*  See  answer,  page  C21. 
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■  ^Df  P^ATV  {IXBGUXIVB  COUNCII.  XO  LlBUTBKANXS,  1777. 

In  GoimoU,  PbUtd*,  S^pl.  19%  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Enetny  !a  a<}vancing  rapidly  towards  the  City,  and  ciYiless 
every  Man  exerts  himself^  they  will,  most  undoubtedly,  acoomplish 
their  design  of  seizing,  it.  Council  haye  thereupon  aete^ned  to 
call  out  the  strength  of  the  State  to  oppose  them  effectually^  which 
they  haye  no  doubt  can  be  done  if  the  good  people  of  the  State  act 
with  yigor.  I  therefore  earnestly  request  &  command  you  to  order 
out  the  militia  of  the  third  &  fourth  classes  of  your  County  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  &  march  them  without  loss  oi  time  to  The 
Swedes'  Ford,  unless  you^hould  receive  other  orders  from  Council 
or  Gen^  Washlngtoii  to  randeeivous  elsewhere.  Urge  every  man  to 
tur^  out  on  this  alarming  ooeasioiv,  partieularly  tboae  who  are  no4  in 
ihe  elflsses  now  called  out,  &  promise  them  that  if  they  now  step 
(orwatd  to  free  their  Ueeding  country  of  these  Bavages  they  shaU 
^  bereaftar  considered  as  having  taken  their  Tour  of  V\xij.  £acl\ 
one  should  bring  with  him  his  arms,  accoutrements  &  Blankets  which| 
should  be  appraised  in  order  that  the  owner  may  receive  the  value 
in  case  they  be  lost. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  Hum.  sv*. 

Bucks  County,  3*  L  4«*  class. 

Northampton.  8  &  4. 

York,  8-. 

Chester,  4**. 

Jffortbumberlaad,  2/* 

Also  the  4th  &  5th  classes  of  Bucks,  and  4th  &  5th  classes  pf 
Philad*. 

Ordered  Septr  18, 1777.* 


Supreme  Exboutiyb  Council  to  Col.  Bbadford,  1777. 

CoL  Biadford, 
Sir, 

Council  think  it  is  immediately  necessary  AmA  2  or  more  pieces 
of  cannon,  12  pounders,  with  suitable  ammunition,  should  be  dis- 
patched to  the  Swedes'  Ford.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Militia  of  the 
County  will  assemble  there ;  but  this  must  not  be  depended  on.     A 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  302. 
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considerable  corps  of  the  City  Militia,  partly  artillery,  thereforci 
ought  to  be  m&rched  to  the  Svredea'  Ford^  without  lose  of  time,  i 
the  above  great  Guns  taken  thither.  Thus  this  important  pass  may 
be  guardea  till  fiurther  dispositions  can  be  made  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  Enemy. 

Your  attention  to  the  abovC;  as  Commanding  Officer,  is  deared. 

I  am  Sir,  &o. 

12'"'  Sept  1777. 


Ebsolution  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept.  12, 1777. 
Resolved,  That  the  president  &  supreme  executive  Council  of 
Pensylvania  be  requested,  in  the  name  of  this  Congress,  to  call  upon 
the  militia  of  this  city  and  parts  adjacent  to  go  forth  immediately 
to  reinforce  the  army  under  General  Washington  for  the  defence  of 
this  city. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Jambs  Dundas  to  Col.  Matlack,  1777. 

Billingsport,  18**  Septem%  1777. 
Sir, 

The  people  employed  here  begin  to  be  very  uneasy  since  we  have 
heard  that  Chester  is  in  possession  of  the  Enemy.  Should  be  glad 
to  know  the  sense  of  the  Council  upon  this  matter  immediately,  as 
we  are  without  a  number  of  Troops  to  defend  th^  Place,  &  in  danger 
of  being  made  Prisoners  by  the  Enemy. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  hum*  Serv*. 

JAMES  DUNDAS. 
Dirededj 

To  Colonel  Matlack. 
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Rbsolutionb  op  Absbmbly,  1777. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

Saturday,  Sep'  13%  1777,  P.  M. 
Whereas  in  this  !nme  of  Dancer  it  is  absolutely  neeessary  that  the 
public  monies  belonging  to  the  General  Loan  Office  of  this  State,  be 
removed  to  some  place  of  security : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Ooun- 
cil  of  this  Commonwealth,  be  desired  and  Impowered  to  take  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  means  to  remove  the  said  money  to  such 
plftce  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr, 

Cler.  Ass^^.* 


General  Washhtgion  to  Paesident  Whabton,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Germantown,  18»  Sep*,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  was  this  morning  honored  with  yours  of  Yesterday*  I  am  pleased 
to  find  that  you  have  ordered  an  additional  JJ^umber  of  Militia  to 
assemble  at  the  Swedes  Ford,  at  which  and  the  other  practicable 
passes  for  some  distance  up  the  River,  I  have  directed  small  close 
Itedoubta  to  be  thrown  Up.  This  work  will  be  executed  under  the 
command  and  direction  of  Gen^  Armstrong,  who  will  also  employ 
some  of  the  Militia  at  present  in' the  Field  upon  the  same  service. 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  turn  any  part  of  my  present  force 
to  the  completion  of  the  Works  upon  Delaware ;  but  in  our  present 
Situation  it  cannot  be  afforded.  Except  General  Howe  can  be 
checked  upon  land,  the  obstructions  in  the  River  will  be  of  little 
avail ;  for  if  he  can  once  totally  defeat  this  Army,  he  will  take  pos- 
session of  the  Forts  of  course,  and  turn  our  own  Guns  upon  our 
Ships,  Gallies,  and  floating  Batteries.  In  my  opinion,  the  River 
would  be  sufficiently  secured  against  any  sudden  attacks  by  Water 
only,  if  the  City  Artillery  Companies  were  thrown  into  Fort  Mifflin, 
and  all  the  Vessels  of  War  of  different  kinds  drawn  up  behind  the 
Chevaux  de  Frize.  I  have  given  orders  to  CoU  Penrose  to  overflow 
the  Grounds  upon  Province  Island,  which  will  render  it  impossible 


gee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  806, 
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for  the  Enemy  to  approach  the  Fort  in  the  Bear|  and  ruae  Battem 
against  it. 

As  I  am  well  apprized  of  the  importance  of  Philadelphia,  yon  may 
rest  assured  that  I  shall  take  every  measure  in  my  power  to  defead 
it ;  and  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  only  effectnal  Method 
will  be  to  oppose  General  Howe  with  our  whole  united  Force. 

I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  yours  of  this  datOj  apd  thank  yov 
for  your  compliance  to  my  request  for  removing  the  continental 
Troops  who  may  be  loitering  in  the  City. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 
Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  Serv*, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 


Dtreciedf 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


SUPRKMB    EXECTJTIVB    COUNCIL    TO    BOBEBT    LbVB&S.    &C., 

1777. 

Philad*,  Sc|>tm'  ISfch,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  E8q',.D.  Q.  M.  G.,  some  time  since  repre- 

Eted  Council  that  it  would  be  attended  oftentimes  with  Consideia- 
inconveniences,  if  he  was,  upon  every  occasion,  obliged  to  apply 
to  Council  for  Waggons  when  called  upon  by  the  Quarter  Master 
General  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  and  therefore  desired  liberty  to 
make  application  to  you  for  as  many  as  were  demanded  without 
being  obliged  first  to  apply  to  Council;  this  was  agreed  to  be  partly  on 
account  of  our  Army  being  then  in  New  Jersey.  Council,  however,  find 
that  it  is  not  altogether  so  convenient  for  the  Inhabitants  of  yonr 
County  to  be  called  upon  by  M'  Hooper,  as  that  the  application 
should  come  through  Council.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  in  future 
this  may  bf  the  Case ;  and  I  have  written  a  letter  to  him  to  this  effect 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Very  Hum^  Servant 
Directed^ 
To  Bobert  Levers  &  William  McNair,  £sq'«. 
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GWSRAL  WAaHINOTOK  TO  PEESIDSITT  WhAKIOK,  X777. 

Sir, 

,  I  mmt  request  yon  would  immediately  give  some  publick  Notice 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  not  to  entertain  or  harbour  the  Soldiers 
in  their  Houses.  And  in  order  to  oblige  those  who  have  straggled 
into  Town  to  join  their  respective  Corps,  they  are  to  deliver  them 
up  to  the  Patrols,  which  will  pass  thro'  the  Town  in  order  to  collect 
all  Stragglers,  &  in  Case  of  Refusal  to  turn  out,  the  Inhabitants  are 
desired  to  give  Notice  of  them  to  the  Patrols.  The  Necessity  & 
Interest  of  the  Service,  as  well  as  the  Peace  &  good  Order  of « the 
City  will,  I  hope,  ensure  a  ready  Compliance  with  this  Bequest,  &  a 
strict  Attention  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Inhabitants. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed.  & 

very  hble.  Sery., 

Q»  WASHINGTON. 
Head  Quarters, 
Sept,  18,  1777. 

Directed, 

To  His  Ezcell^^,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Bsq.,  Presid'  of  the 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


SUPREMB  EXBOUTIVB  COUNCIL  TO   OOL.  NiCOLA,  1777. 

Sir, 

It  is  the  earnest  request  of  his  Ezcell'y  General  Washington  that 
Council  would  give  public  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City,  not 
to  entertain  or  harbour  the  soldiers  of  his  arm v  in  their  houses ;  and 
in  order  that  all  soldiers,  who  may  have  strangled  into  Town,  may  be 
obliged  to  rejoin  their  respective  Corps,  the  inhabitants  are  to  be 
called  on  to  deliver  up  all  they  know  of,  to  the  patroles,  whicb  the 
General  will  send  through  the  streets  to  collect  them. 

As  the  good  of  the  service  at  this  important  Crisis,  requires  that 
all  possible  attention  should  be  given  to  his  Excellency's  requisition. 
Council  hereby  recommend  to  k  order  you  to  take  the  most  effectual 
measures  to  publish  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  &  Suburbs,  by 
beat  of  Drum  the  foregoing,  to  the  end  that  none  may  plead  igno- 
rance; all  who  shall  entortain,  harbour  or  conceal  any  soldiers  of  tha 
Continental  Army,  whether  regulars  or  Militia  or  other  persons  con- 
oeeted  with  the  army,  will  be  proaeoutod  with  the  utmost  severity 
nocjrding  to  Law. 
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It  IB  needless  to  add  that  you  will  co-operate  with  the  Oendemaa 
of  the  Army  in  this  servioe,  in  every  respeet ;  for  yonr  leal  t  aetiy- 
ity  are  onqnestioned. 

I  am 'Sir 
S  T'  yery  ham  Serr. 

Directed  f 
To  CoP  Nicola,  Sept.  18, 1777. 


Jambs  Hamilton  to  T.  Matlaoe,  1777. 

Saturday  Morning. 
Sir, 

I  send  the  Bearer  for  the  pass  for  myself  and  hagsage  which  yoa 
were  pleased  to  promise  me ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  desired  a  writ- 
ten protection  for  my  House  and  eflfects  during  my  absence,  if  the 
President  and  Council  shall  think  fit  to  grant  it,  as  I  know  was  done 
in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Penn  &  Mr.  Chew. 

My  people  have  been  running  about  all  last  night  and  this  Morn- 
ing, in  search  of  a  Covered  Cart  or  Waggon,  but  without  effect;  I 
wish,  if  you  know  where  one  may  be  had,  you  would  please  to  dixect 
me. 

I  am  S' 

yonr  most  hnmble 

Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 

Directed f 

For  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  &c. 


.  Sup.  £xbo.  Council  to  Commodorb  Hazelwood,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  U^  Sep',  1777. 
Sir. 

Council  find  the  temporary  force  that  had  stationed  at  the  posts 
on  the  Delaware,  has  been  withdrawn  to  join  the  Continental  Army. 
It  is  to  be  supposed  that  thb  has  not  been  done  without  ffood  rea- 
son. However,  it  is  very  improper,  that  these  places  should  be  left 
naked.  For  the  present  they  must  be  committed  to  your  care.  You 
are  therefore  desired  to  pay  all  possible  attention  to  the  Guns,  Stores, 
&  other  concerns — at  all  places  on  the  Delaware  above  Chester;  and 
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to  remove  the  artillery,  amnnitfoa  or  other  stores  from  any  poet 
whenever  yoa  shall  find  it  necessary. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Serv*.   . 

Directed  J  , 

Commodore  John  Hazelwood;  Esq. 


QUALIFIOATION  07  ChIEF  JUSTICE  MgEeAN. 

I  Thomas  McEean  Esquire  do  swear  that  I  will  be  tme  and  faith- 
ful to  the  Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania:  And  that  I  will  not 
directly  or  indirectly  do  any  act  or  thing  prejudicial  or  injurious  to 
the  Constitution  or  Oovemment  thereof,  as  established  by  the  Con« 
vention,  &o. 

I  Thomas  MoKean  Esquire  do  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  will  do 
equal  right  and  justice  to  all  men  to  the  best  of  my  judgement  and  . 
abilities,  accordiug  to  law,  &o. 

I  do  believe  in  ooe  Ood  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  Universe, 
the  rewarder  of  the  good  and  the  punisher  of  the  wicked ;  and  I  <fo 
aoknowledge  the  scriptures  of  the  old  and  new  testament  to  be  given 
by  divine  inspiration. 

THO.  MoKEAN. 

The  above  oaths  of  Allegiance  &  of  Office  were  taken,  and  the  above 
declaration  made  and  subscribed  the  first  day  of  Septem',  1777,  be- 
fore me,  authorized  thereto  by  virtue  of  a  Dedimus  Potestatem  for 
that  purpose  specially  directed,  dated  the  28*^  July  last. 

JOS:  GARDNER.* 


GOVBRNOB  LiVIKaSTON  TO  PRESIDENT  WhARTON,   1777. 

Haddonfield,  13  Sep*,  1777. 

Kr, 

I  find  myself  honour'd  with  your  Favour  of  the  11  Instantf  on 
the  subject  of  our  calling  into  Service  as  part  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State,  a  number  of  Workmen  employed  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania at  the  Salt  works  on  Tom's  river.  As  our  Legislature  are 
about  to  revise  our  Militia  Law,  I  have  sent  the  house  a  Message 
on  the  subject^  &  doubt  not  from  the  Reasonableness  of  the  Exemp- 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XT.  pp.  254,  804. 
f  See  page  614. 
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lion  yon  desire,  it  will  be  provided  for  in  the  new  Mffitia  Aet  As 
the  Law  however  at  present  stands,  all  such  Werkaien  by  their 
Residenoe  in  this  State,  will  be  ooDsidered  as  sub^eots  of  it^  at  least 
to  the  pnipose  of  serving  in  the  Militia. 

I  am, 
*     Sir, 

with  great  Respect, 

yonr  most  humble  S*S 
WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Dirededf 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esq'r,  In  Phikdelphia. 


Robert  Levbrs  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Easton,  September  14%  1777. 
May  it  please  yonr  Szoellcnoy, 

This  moment  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive.by  the  Express  a  Letter 
from  your  Excellency  directed  to  Mr.  M^'Nair  &  myself,*  and  shall 
lay  the  same  at  Court  next  Tuesday  before  the  Justices,  and  the 
directions  therein  given  will  be  most  faithfully  complied  with. 

Not  many  days  ago  Col.  Hooper  called  on  Mr.  Creider,  Waggon 
Master  General  for  this  Conntv,  for  Forty  Waggons  to  go  to  Spring- 
field,  in  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  for  Fire  Arma. 
Upon  Col.  Hooper's  Application  to  me,  after  I  had  objected  to  hu 
giving  Orders  to  the  Waggon  Masters  to  impress  Teams,  as  the 
Waggoners  were  very  tardy  &  backward  in  coming  in,  and  Mr. 
Hooper  having  acquainted  me  that  he  had  represented  in  Conncil 
what  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  mention,  and  the  hastening  theae 
arms  appearing  to  me  a  matter  of  the  last  consequence,  I  esteemed  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  my  power,  as  well  for  the 
cempleating  thoso-  Forty  Waggons,  as  for  One  Hundred  more 
Waggons  Col.  Hooper  immediately  after  called  upon  this  Conntj 
for. 

I  must  Confess  I  was  diffident  in  the  matter,  but  as  the  Calls 
seemd  to  admit  of  no  delay,  I  was  earnestly  lealons  that  Aey  might 
be  expeditiously  forwarded.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  most 
humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVEBS. 

*  See  page  618. 
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Directed^ 

To  Hia  Exoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jon*',  Esqnire,  PresideDt  of 
the  Supreme  Ezecative  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sjlyania. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Robert  LKVBas,  1777. 

PhUadelphia,  14*»  September,  1777. 

Sir, 

For  seourity  in  the  present  eirtumstiinoeB  of  affairs  (let  what  will 
happen)  Council  send  by  the  bearen  hereof,  John  Snyder  A;  Henry 
Bartholomews,  a  large  Iron  Chest,  a  Case,  &  a  Barrell  containing 
Books  &  papers  of  importance.  They  are  recommended  to  your 
Care,  &  it  is  not  doubted  that  you  will  pay  all  due  attention  to 
them. 

I  am;  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed*  Serv*,* 
Directed^ 
To  Bobert  Lerers,  Esq',  in  Easton. 


Resolution  of  CoNaBESS,  1777, 

In  Congress,  Sept  14, 1777. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Ezecutire 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania  immediately  to  appoint  proper 
k  discreet  persons  to  take  into  possession  any  linens,  blankets  ft 
other  woolens,  shoes,  spirits,  &  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the 
army  which  they  may  nnd  in  any  stores  or  warehouses  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  giving  a  certificate  expressing  the  quantity  and  value, 
and  to  cause  the  goods  so  taken  to  be  conveyed  to  some  secure  place 
to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  805,  807. 
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Extract  op  a  Letter  from  General  Washington,  1777. 

Dated  Buck  Tavern,  Sept'  15%  1777. 

^'  I  would  beg  leave  to  reoommend  io  tbe  most  earnest  manner, 
that  some  Board  or  Committee  be  appointed  or  some  mode  adopted 
for  obtaining  supplies  of  blankets  for  the  troops,  many  are  now  with- 
out, and  the  season  becoming  oold,  they  will  be  injured  in  their 
health  and  unfitted  for  service,  unless  they  are  immediately  provided 
with  them ;  our  supplies  in  this  instance  as  in  every  article  of  doath- 
ing  cannot  be  too  great,  as  there  are  frequent  losses,  not  easily  to  he 
avoided.  I  would  also  observe  that  I  think  in  point  of  prudence  & 
sound  policy,  every  species  of  provisions,  should  be  removed  from 
the  city,  except  such  as  will  be  necessary  to  supply  the  present 
demands  of  this  army.  I  have  been  told,  there  are  considerable 
quantities  in  private  hands,  which  should  not  be  sufiered  to  remam 
ft  moment  longer  than  they  can  be  conveyed  away." 


Deposition  op  Wm.  Bbckworth  and  Adam  Laughlin,  1777. 

Cumberland  County  ss. 

The  deposition  of  Wm.  Beckworth  and  Adam  liaughlin,  who 
having  been  solemly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almity  God, 
deposed  k  said  that  on  Thursday  the  fourth  Instant  they  traveled 
from  Carlisle  to  Lisbum,  and  from  thence  they  lodged  at  tfohn  Ran- 
kins  Tavern,  Friday  they  went  to  David  Copland,  who  conducted  these 
Deponents  on  Friday  to  Pranks  Town  opposite  to  Shellys  Island 
in  Sesquehanuah,  where  after  having  taken  a  refreshment  of  Whis- 
key, Coopland  gave  them  the  following  information  there.  Vis.  that 
William  WiUis  was  a  principal  man  and  that  he  had  a  subscription 
of  fifty  men  who  had  taken  an  oath  to  be  true  to  one  another,  and 
that  there  was  one  Person  Batwell  who  he  beleved  would  be  one  of 
their  Commanders  and  could  raise  350  men,  there  was  also  a  Scotch 
commander  whom  he  called  McDonald  who  could  raise  100  men  to 
surprise  Carlisle  in  a  Night  who  he  said  lived  near  the  mouth  of 
Croughans  gap ;  that  there  was  a  Gen*  lived  down  below  Lancaster 
that  was  a  Serrif  of  Lancaster  County,  his  name  was  John  Farree, 
that  could  raise  800  men,  then  they  went  into  Shellys  Island,  thea 
he  said  that  Ja,me8  Bankin  near  York  Town  who  had  a  Mill  aod  a 
Still  had  one  or  two  thousand  bushels  of  Wheat  and  Rye  laid 
in  his  mOl  for  Hows  Army,  could  raise  500  men*  and  he  belived 
he  would  be  one  of  his  Chief  Commanders,  he  said  Daniel  Schelly 
could  raise  500  men,  likewise  Daniel  Shelly  added  that  if  Howe 
would  send  about  1000  men  or  a  few  light  Horse  to  Little  Tork  thej 
would  seize  the  stores  and  that  town,  and  they  would  be. ten  thoasand 
strong  in  about  Bvo  Days  and  that  the  ground  would  bo  covered  with 
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men  to  assist  them,  thej  were  not  afiread  easily  to  carry  all  York 
County  before  them  becanse  that  all  the  Richest  and  fullest  famelys 
in  that  Connty  were  on  their  nde  in  a  general  way,  and  that  be  ex- 
pected they  would  have  most  of  the  Lieut*  of  the  County  on  their 
side  because  some  of  them  were  not  willing  to  take  this  oath,  the 
oath  of  AUegance  meaning:  David  Oopeland  farther  odd  that  there 
was  one  Goaham  a  Droyer  at  James  Bankins^  last  Sunday,  where  he 
was  also  and  two  Strange  Gentlemen  with  him  who  had  oome  dowa 
the  country,  they  were  preparing  thhigs  as  hst  as  they  ooold,  Gra- 
ham asked  Gopsland  if  he  was  ready  to  go  to  Hows  Camp,  ha 
answered  he  was  ready  if  he  had  only  time  to  go  home,  but  if  tiiey 
were  in  a  hurry  he  would  go  immediately  along  with  them ;  Graham 
turning  to  the  other  Gen^  said,  there  is  a  man  for  you,  I  wish'  we 
had  ten  thousand  such  as  him;  Coopeland  said  that  John  Holmes,  a 
fltore  keeper  in  Carlisle,  was  ready  to  give  them  any  inteleganoe  how  - 
affairs  are  oareying  on  in  Carlisle,  was  a  friend  and  that  there  were 
more  friends  in  Carlisle,  but  they  durst  not  appear  because  thero 
were  so  many  Whigs  in  it,  that  he,  Copeland,  had  fourteen  head  of 
Cattle  which  were  sent  up  to  his  care  from  Lancaster  County,  and 
keeping  for  Hows  Army  m  a  by  place  in  the  Woods. 

M'  Daniel  Sohelley  said  he  would  go  or  send  to  James  Bankins 
and  Parson  Batwells  and  Copland  was  to  go  to  WiUm.  Willises 
before  he  would  sleep  to  call  them  to  meet  on  that  Island  on  Sattur- 
day  instant  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  hold  Council  what  was 
to  be  done,  and  that  Geo.  Fry  of  Middle  Town  and  his  clerk  were 
Friends,  and  that  Fry  was  to  be  sent  for  to  hold  Oouneil  for  he  had 
BU&red  a  great  deal  for  he  had  been  in  that  Room  fonr  or  ^e  days 
when  he  was  on  his  keeping,  then  they  oqpoluded  to  jo  to  Geo.  Fryes 
and  on  the  River  side,  Daniel  Shelly  said  he  had  five  Cattle  on  the 
Island  which  he  wished  were  in  the  Camp,  (meaning  Hows  Camp) 
M'  Sohelley  took  a  canoe  and  caried  them  to  Lancaster  shore,  and 
thev  traveled  to  Geo  Frys,  where  Col.  Buckannan  and  his  party  wero 
and  took  Daniel  Sohelley  prisoner. 

David  Copeland  further  said  that  Daniel  Sohelley  was  rather  cool 
of  late  in  the  affair  but  he  belived  he  might  be  trusted,  and  farther 
eaith  not. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  6<^  Day  of  Septem.,  1777,  before  us, 
JOHN  AGNEW,  WILLIAlft  BECKWORTH. 

JOHN  CREIGH,  ADAM  LAUHLIN. 

Copy. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  compared  with  the  original  at  Carlisle 
the  10«»  Septem',  1777, 

by  us 

JOHN  CREIGH, 
GEORGE  STEVENSON. 

*  See  letter  of  OoancH  to  Jno.  Oreigb,  Ac,  p.  628.  Also  Gol.  Ree.  Vol 
XI.  p.  8Q7. 
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Chahles  Albxandbb  to  Eobbet  MoRBid,  1777. 

b'  Sir, 

I  have  ta]Een  some  puns  to  inspect  the  situation  of  Oar  Fahs  and 
Ohevaax  de  frize,  and  do  acquaint  jou  as  my  Opinion  that  if 
8ome  troqps  and  Boats  of  Observation  down  the  Rircr  is  not^ 
you  may  Sune  expect  to  here*  of  the  Enemy  having  Billings  Port 
in  Possessicm  and  your  strenth  by  water  of  no  service,  for  one  hun- 
dred men  crossing  at  or  below  Chester  at  night  have  it  in  Possessioa 
by  morning  and  and  Command  your  Batteries  and  what  other  Vessels 
may  be  stationed  there,  your  other  fort  and  Pass  may  be  surpiixed 
by  the  Like  Plan,  and  be  Asured  that  they  have  their  Servants 
amongst  us,  jour  city  will  much  sooner  be  in  their  hands  if  Atten- 
tion is  not  given  to  the  Vessels  by  some  Person  of  Knowledge, 
lam 
With  much  Respect, 

T'mostOb*Hble8ervS 

CHARLES  ALEXANDER. 
Delaware  Frigate  off  Billings  Port^ 
Sept' 15%  1777. 

Directedy 

To  The  Konble  Robert  Morris,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 

[In  case  M'  Morris  is  not  in  Congress,  M'  Duer  begs  M'  Duane 
to  peruse  and  pay  attention  to  this  Letter. 

Indorsed^ 

From  Cap*  Alexander,  Sept'  15  1777. 


SuPBEME  Executive  Council  to  President  op  Congrb8& 

1777. 

In  Council, 

Philad*  Sept'  15. 1777. 
Sir,  ' 

Council  having  considered  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  yesterday, 
respecting  the  taking  into  possession  linens,  blankets  &  other  woollens, 
Spirite,  &c.,  and  are  of  opinion  that  this  business  may  be  conducted 
with  more  propriety  by  the  purchasing  Commissary  under  an  Order 
from  the  Board  of  War.  The  Council  find  themselves  so  exceedingly 
pressed  with  Business  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  give  the  neoea 
sary  attention  to  that  resolve.    Council,  however,  do  not  objeet   to 
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'tlie  neasnre,  as  it  is  judged  aeoessary  by  Gongrees.  I  beg  lea^e  to 
mention  I  am  well  informed  the  owners  of  Spirits  &  other  goods  will 
oheerfuUy  part  with  them^  and  are  waiting  to  be  called  upon. 

Directed^ 
To  hn'ble  Jn»  Hancock,  Esq'. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Septm'  W\  1777 

Resolved :  That  the  President  and  supreme  Bzecutive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  be  informed  of  general  Washington's  desire  that  the 
provisions  in  this  City  should  be  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  reserv- 
-ing  only  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  and 
for  the  army  under  his  command ;  and  that  the  President  and  Coun- 
cil be  desired  in  the  name  of  this  Congress  to  take  the  most  speedy 
&  eflectual  measures  to  have  the  same  carried  into  Ezecution-^also 
that  the  President  &  Council  be  requested  to  exert  the  most  vigor- 
ous efforts  to  obtain  from  this  City  as  many  Blankets  as  possible  and 
with  the  greatest  expedition  ;  as  the  general  represents  many  of  the 
soldiers  to  be  without  Blankets,  and  that  their  health  will  be  mnoh 
-  exposed  by  remaining  so. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Preside 


Prkbidbnt  07  Congress  to  Supreme  Exkcutxyb  Council, 

1777. 

Phikd*,  Sept'  16%  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

'From  the  enclosed  Resolve  you  will  perceive,  that  Con§prea8  concur* 
ring  in  opinion  with  General  Washington,  that  the  J'rovisionsin  this 
City  should  be  remoyed  to  some  Place  of  Safety,  except  only  such  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  Army  un- 
der his  Command,  have  directed  me  to  request  in  their  Name,  you 
will  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  Measures  to  have  the  same 
xeiQoved  agreeably  to  his  Desire. 

The  unhappy  Situation  of  many  of  the  Troops  for  want  of  Blankets, 
has  induced  the  Congress  earnestly  to  entreat  you  will  ez^t  yonraelvea 
to  colkot  lA  thia  City  all  the  blankets  you  possibly  can  for  theit  Use. 
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I  eodose  to  yon  m  Bziriot  6f  tke  G^enl's  Letter  to  Coagnn  «■ 
this  Sabjeoty  Mid  have  the  booor  to  be, 
Gentlemeti, 

jour  most  obed.  & 

yery  hble.  Senr. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid* 


SUPBBMB    EXJECUTIVB    COUNCIL    TO    AlEXANDBB    NBSBITTy 

1777- 

Philadelphia,  16*  Sept^,  1777. 
Sir, 

Goundl  are  not  Wl  informed  how  M'  Chief  Jnstiee  MeKem 
oame  to  issue  Writs  of  habeas  corpus*  for  the  priscmers  under  joor 
eare ',  bat  are  clear  that  you  have  acted  right  in  not  proceeding  to 
fiast-'Fallowfidd ;  a  place  too  near  the  Enemy.  But  the  AsBenUy 
has  put  the  matter  out  of  debate.  This  day,  they  passed  An  Aet  lo 
suspend  the  habeas  corpus,  &  indemnify  the  Council  &  all  acting  nn- 
.der  them,  in  the  Case  of  Mess"  Pembertoa's  &  the  rest.  Cowcil 
are  getting  a  Certified  copy  of  it ;  this  you  may  deliver  with  the  pris- 
oners, to  the  Lieu^  of  Berks,  &  a  request  from  Council  to  send  them 
forward  without  delay.  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  have  had  each  nnex- 
pecled  Trouble, 

lam, 

*  (G.  B.  vp.) 
To  M'  Alex'  Nesbuit,  Ssq% 


Sup.  ,Exbc.  Council  to  Jno.  Cbeigh,  Ac,  1777. 

Philadelidua,  16^  £^pt^,  1777. 

Sir, 

H'  Stephenson  has  layed  before  Council  an  affidavitf  ta^en  befbrs 
yon  by  Will™.  Beokworth  &  Adam  Laughlio,  concerning  a  discoveiy 
of  treasonable  designs,  &e.,  conspiracy  formed  by  James  Rankin  & 
others.  He  has  also  given  us  some  further  verbal  accounts  of  those 
peqple.  Upon  oonsiderationi  it  is  agreed  that  if  Daniel  Shelley^  who 

♦  fi66  Col.  Bee.,  Tol.  XL,  p.  «08. 

f  See  Col.  Iteo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  ^07.    89s  also  p^o.  C2I  of  this  TeL 


if  in  enstodj^  will  really  ft  isandidlj  become  a  pnblick  witnees^  ft 
give  eyidence  for  the  State>  00  as  his  accomplices  be  convicted,  he 
will  be  oonsidered  as  meriting  his  pardon,  ft  that  he  shall  have  it 
from  Council.  Bat  he  must  not  be  bailed  or  enlarged  before  trjal. 
Besides,  he  must  immediately  enable  you  to  arrest  the  rest.  It  ia 
to  be  wished  that  Bankin  were  apprehended ;  may  it  not  be  hoped 
this  has  already  been  done. 

Congress  ft  Council  join  in  opinion  that  all  possible  industfj  be' 
used  in  finding  out  ft  arresting  the  villains  who  have  been  scheming 
the  publio  min.  Your  industry  I  am  assured  of.  And  to  strengthen 
y'  hands,  observe,  ihat  this  day  assembly  passed  an  act  to  suspend 
the  right  to  bail,  by  w^  suspicions  persons  may  more  easily  be 
detained  without  full  Evidenoe. 
I  am; 

Qent. 

Y»  most  obed*  Serv*» 
Direetedf 

To  John  Creigh  and  John  Agnew,  Esq".;  Carlile. 

When  yon  examine  Daniel  Shelly  be  very  particular,  and  take  his 
examination  aud  confession  on  oath  in  writing,  which  he  should 
aigU;  and  send  a  oopy  to  Council. 


Sup.  Exbo.  Couiroiii  10  Lxbut.  ov  GHSsm  Co.,  1777. 

In  Council;  Philadelphia;  Sep«.  17, 1777- 

As  the  enemy  is  in  the  heart  of  this  state,  every  possible  exertion 
becomes  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  repell  their  force  and  put. 
a. stop  to  their  ravages,  Council  have  ordered  that  the  fifth  ekas  of 
your  militia  be  sent  into  the  field  with  the  utmost  expedition.  I 
therefore  order  ft  expect  yon  will  without  a  moments  delay,  and  with 
a^pirit  ft  vigor  which  the  occasion  must  inspire  in  the  breast  of 
every  real  patriot,  use  every  means  in  yonr  power  to  send  this  fifth 
class  into  the,field  as  well  equipped  as  possible.  They  are  to  join 
the  nearest  brigade  of  our  militia,  and  yon  are  to  sena  forward  tbei 
eompanies  as  fast  as  they  can  be  formed. 

relying  on  your  activity  ft  zeal, 

I  remain; 

yours^&o. 
Directed; 

To  Bob.  Smithy  Esq.,  Lieut,  of  the  County  of  Chester, 
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Council  to  Cohmittbb  fob  REMOViNa  Phoyisioks. 
(oB  Fifty),  1777. 

Philad*.  Septem'  17**,  1777. 
Qendemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  the  absolute  neoeesitj  of  the  im- 
mediate removal  of  the  Provisions  in  this  City  and  sabnrbe  to  a 
place  of  safety.  On  this  subject  Council  has  received  a  letter  £rom 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  presnng  in  the  strongest  terma 
that  this  business  may  not  be  delayed,  and  that  no  more  provisimii 
may  be  suffered  to  remain  in  and  about  this  City  than  what  may  be 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitauta  and  for  the  army  under  the 
Command  of  Gkn^  Washington. 

I  am;  Sirs, 

Tour  Very  Hum.  Servant 
Indorsed^ 
To  Committee  of  Fifty. 

Directed, 
To  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  remove  Provisions  from  the  Giij. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Pbbs.  of  Congebss,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Septr.  17, 1777. 
Sir, 

Council  have  before  them  the  Besolves  of  Congress  of  yesterday, 
concerning  the  removal  of  provisions  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
&  the  obtaining  of  Blankets  within  the  same  for  the  use  of  the 
army.  They  have  also  copy  of  the  Generals  Letter  on  these  sah- 
jeots.  The  importance  of  both  requisitions  is  seen  &  acknowledged.  * 
»  As  to  the  first,  Council  find  themselves  aided  by  the  Legislature 
of  this  state,  &  can  with  propriety  &  authority  endeavour  to  perform 
what  is  necessary ;  they,  therefore,  re^ily  undertake  it.  But  as  to 
the  other,  the  taking  of  Blankets  from  the  citizens,  they  would 
observe,  that  they  are  legal  Magistrates  acting  under  a  fixed  Conati- 
ttttion,  &  that  however  inclined  they  may  be,  from  the^Ideas  of  self- 
preservation  &  necessity,  to  strain  the  powers  of  government,  at  this 
Crisis,  to  the  present  exigence,  they  apprehend  that  such  apparent 
intrusion  upon  the  private  property  of  individuals  will  be  unavoidably 
resented,  as  a  grievance  arising' from  the  Constitution  under  which 
they  act,  &  that  it  will  greatly  weaken  &  disable  the  Council  from 
performing  essential  services  within  their  proper  sphere.  They  re- 
collect that  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  a  body  created  by  neoessilj, 
&  acting  with  unsettled  powers,  found  themselves  equal  to  siich  busi- 
ness in  a  former  difficulty.    But  this  Council  axe  very  diflerentlj 
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oiroamBUoeed.  They,  therefore,  wish  that  the  Oen*,  by  a  Gom- 
mittee,  as  his  Letter  proposes,  or  otherwise,  woald  order  &  perform 
all  thiDgs  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  which  the  preservation  of  the 
state  &  the  general  interest  require,  without  involving  the  regular  & 
ordinary  powers  of  Government  therein.  This  eonrse  was  last  winter 
taken,  as  they  understand,  in  a  neighbouring  state,  without  any  evil 
Consequence,  why  may  not  the  same  be  bom  with  here  ? 

It  only  remains  to  be  remarked,  that  very  large  Collections  of 
Blankets  have  been  heretofore  mode  for  military  purposes  in  the 
Oity,  &  that  many  of  the  able  inhabitants  have  removed  from  it, 
oiroamstances  which  greatly  lessen  the  prospect  of  proodring  supply, 
bat  which  deserve  attention  in  this  business.  Perhaps  some  parts 
of  the  County  may  afford  a  contribution  full  as  easily.  Chester 
County  in  particular,  b  well  stocked.  Some  persons  of  good  judg- 
ment think  2000  Blankets  may  be  had  there.  If  Oen.  W.  were 
advised  of  this,  the  proper  steps  might  be  taken.  The  General  is 
^  BOW  there  ft  may  take  the  steps  he  finds  necessary. 
•  It  isdesired  that  you  will  lay  these  observations  before  Congress,  ft  in 
behalf  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  request  their  attention  ft  con- 
sideration of  them.  You  may  assure  Congress  that  the  members  of 
this  Board  unanimously  are  devoted  to  the  Common  Cause,  and 
anxious  to  contribute  every  caution  in  their  line,  or  that  may  bo 
thought  expedient  for  them  to  make  in  the  present  emergency. 
I  am 
Sir, 

Tour  most  obed^  hum.  Serv^ 
Directed^ 

Tq  the  h'nblo  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  PrbsTbent  Whaeton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  minute  received  your  Excellencies  Letter,  ft  am  to 
inform  you  that  by  Gen.  Woodfords  approbation,  I  propose  having 
a  Court  Martial  in  the  gaol  to  morrow  morning  to  examine  every 
military  prisoner  there,  in  order  to  send  such  as  maybe  safety  to  the 
army,  ft  such  as  cannot  be  trusted  by  land  to  lend  to  the*  State  navy 
board  for  the  use  of  the  gallies,  that  no  hands,  that  can  be  useful 
should  be  idle  at  this  juncture.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  respeet 
your  Excellencies, 

most  humb*  ft 

obed*  Serv 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Sept  18th,  1777. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Col.  Jacob  Mo&eAN  to  P&esideni  Whabion,  1777. 

Reading,  Scpteml)cr  18th,  1777. 
Sir; 

I  Mo'd  Tonr  ExoelleneieB  order  of  the  lOih  Tnatent  for  reoehring 
06f  tain  PruoneiB  therein  nentioned,  by  John  Old,  Eaq'r.,  and  the 
removal  of  them  from  hence  to  Staonton  in  Yiivinia.  Also  jonr 
orders  of  the  12th  for  oalling  out  the  8d  &  4th  Clan  of  y  militU 
which  I'm  in  hopes  will  be  ready  to  march  soon,  but  we  are  badly  off 
for  want  of  arms.  There's  at  present  a  great  quantity  of  powder  & 
other  stores  belonging  to  the  States  in  tms  town,  and  there  are  two 
Companys  now  out  of  said  third  and  fourth  Classes  mounting  guard 
over  said  Stores,  the  people  of  the  Town  are  vastly  uneasy  at  having 
80  much  Powder  here,  and,  unless  it  be  very  well  guarded,  that  an- 
easiness  will  increase  to  a  very  great  Degree ;  as  fire  happenmg  to 
the  House  were  the  Powder  is  ^Ddoed  would  tear  the  Town  to  pieces 
and  destroy  die  whole  Body  of  Inhabitants — many  Persons  of  the 
Town  above  53  years  of  ase  would  make  part  of  a  guard,  if  taken 
into  Pay,  which  would  render  it  easy  to  send  so  many  mo^  of  the 
militia  as  would  otherwise  be  reqninte  for  such  guard.  The  Conti- 
nental Press  and  Medicinal  Store  also  requires  some  guard. 

I  would  be  glad  of  your  Bzcellency's  direction  in  this  matter.    I 
received  also  this  morning  your  Ezcellencvs  order  for  the  Bemovai 
of  said  Prisoners  to  Winchester,  which  shall  be  Punctually  Obeyed. 
I  am 

Hay  it  please  your 
Exoell'  your  Escellenoys  most 

obed*  devoted  hble  Serv* 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 

His  Bzcellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.^  President  of  the 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

^Express. 
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ETbkrt  Chkist  and  other  Justices  to  Presidtot 
Wharton,  177T. 

Beading,  S«pt  18tb,  1777. 
Hononukde  Damin6| 

Sy  Express  orders  from  your  Ezoellency  We  were  informed  that 
tbe  third  &  fourth  classes  of  this  connty  are  called  oat  to  join  the 
army,  Likewise  informing  you  that  a  yast  number  of  Ammunition 
is  in  the  Town  of  Reading  or  near  it,  &  that  we  have  called  2  Com- 
pany's of  the  said  third  &  fourth  Classes  to  guard  these  places  (not 
forgetting  the  continental  Treasurer,)  A  have  been  heie  about  3  weeks 
or  better  in  actual  serviee.  Now  Mr.  Morgan  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
County  says  thait  he  has  orders  for  said  classes  to  go  to  the  camp  as 
we  well  know,  but  says  that  ke  will  take  'away  these  two  oompaBys 
&  likewise  says  that  he  has  no  orders  nor  dare  not  call  other  guards 
to  relieve  these,  In  the  mean  time  we  can  not  keep  these  stores  here 
without  a  guard/  therefore  requesting  your  opinion  of  the  matter 
wether  these  guards  that  are  here  are  to  remain  untill  there  time  is 
expired  or  other  guards  to  be  called  to  releive  them.  We  should 
have  wrote  to  you  some  time  past  but  had  very  little  time^to  do 
the  same. 

We  remain  your 

most  obedient  Humble  Sv** 

HENRY  CHRIST  1    t    ♦• 

JACOB  SHOEMAKER.  I   •''>8^««'- 

Directed  J 

To  The  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  President  of  y«  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  Favour  of  ) 
Mr.  Christem  J 
'    These  express  on  public  service. 


R.  McCalester,  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Hanover  Town,  Sept  2l8t,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  was  Hon'd  with  y  Letter  of  the  12th  Instant  &  have 
sent  expresses  to^each  BataUon  in  the  County,  as  to  arms  we  are  at  a 
loss  for,  as  the  last  year  the  arms  was  Nearly  all  taken  to  Campe, 
where  they  mostly  remained. 

The  Nonosasiators,  then  was  mostly  all  disarmed,  our  situation  at 
present  is  such,  that  beleve  we  shant  be  able  to  send  out  many  arms 

27* 
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but  shall  do  all  Posaable,  and  shall  send  forth  as  many  men  and 
arms  as  in  my  power.  -  Hearwith  y'  Ezelency  will  receive  a  list  of 
the  officers  of  this  County  w**  their  Bank,  the  best  I  am  able  to  get, 
Maney  y*^  see  are  blank — ^which  shonld — Comishions  Com  blank  hear- 
for  those,  perhaps  we  may  git  some  persons  somway  satable  to  except 
them — as  all  those  Blanks  are  people  who  Hefdseth  to  hold  Com* 
ishions  in  the  Militia,  Either  by  Electing  them  or  otherwise.  Many 
tryals  hath  been  made  in  those  places  to  no  purpos.  I  hope  they 
May  be  sent  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  David  Cantler,  aa  many  of  the  offisen 
arc  uneasy — and  the  people  perhaps  w'  obey  them  better. 
I  am  w*  Due 

Bespect  y  Ezcelencys 

Most  obedient  Hu^  Servant 

ED.  M'CALESTER. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Ezelency  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Ezecutive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
^  Ezpress  ) 

David  Cantler,  J 


John  Carothbrs  to  William  Hbnby,  1777. 

Carlisle,  Sept',  25%  1777- 
Sir, 

Two  of  the  Justices  of  this  County  have  informed  me  that  in  the 
Course  of  the  Ezamination  of  a  Witness,  touching  a  Plot  or  Combi- 
nation of  several  People  to  destroy  the  publick  Magazines  at  Lancr, 
York  and  Carlisle,  the  Hev'  Thomas  Barton  of  Lan<f ,  Clerk  is 
named  as  one  at  least  privy  to  that  conspiracy.  He  is  also  charged 
with  carrying  on  Correspondence  with  the  Enemies  of  this  State, 
and  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  am  persuaded  this  intelligence  ought  more  properly  to  haye 
been  communicated  to  Bartram  Galbreath,  as  your  County  Lieut-y 
but  least  he  should  not  be  at  home,  I  have  been  advised  tocommuni* 
oate  to  you.  Sir,  as  one  of  the  Justices  of  Lancaster  County,  tho'  I 
am  not  personally  acquainted  with  you.  I  make  no  Doubt  but  that 
you  will  cause  M*^  Barton  to  be  secured  in  such  manner  as  your  pru- 
dence shall  direct,  on  rec*  of  this  Letter. 
I  am  S', 
y  very  H*>*  Serv*, 

JN«  CABOTHERS, 

Lieut,  of  C.  C. 
Directed, 

To  William  Henry,  Esquire,  Lancaster. 
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OsoBGB  Stevenson  to  Wiluau  Hjbnkt^  1777. 

Carlisle,  25«*  Sep',  1777. 
I)ea»  Sir, 

Inclosed  yon  will  receive  a  Letter  from  John  Oomthei^  E8q% 
onr  Coanty  Lient.,  by  w*^  you  will  know  that  M'  Barton's  Name  is 
brought  on  the  Carpet  as  being  privy  to  the  Tory  Plot,  and  corres- 
responding  with  our  enemies.  t| 

M'  Batwell  is  also  accused  of  being  a  principal  Leader.  A  party 
of  Militia  have  taken  him,  and  I  suppose  by  this  Time  he  is  lodged 
in  York  Goal.  It  is  a  Pity  that  men  who  h^ve  been  employed  in 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  Peace  should  be  found  engaged  in  suck  base 

HaTC  you  done  any  Thing  towards  securing  David  Copelaad^  tho 
man  I  spoke  of  to  you  at  Lancaster  ?  I  wish  he  were  secured ;  he 
is  a  material  [Witness — bavine  been  much  employed  carrying  letters 
&  Messages  among  the  Conspirators.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  what 
you  shall  have  done  in  Consequence  of  Mr.  Carrithers's  Le^. 
I  am  S', 

y  most  H*»*  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON,   , 

Direciedf 

To  William  Henry,  Esquire,  Lancaster.^ 
Favoured  by  Col  Culbertson. 


William  Paca  to  President.  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

Mr.  James  Tilghman  informs  me  that  he  is  obliged  by  the  Forms 
of  his  Parole  to  return  to  Philad*  within  a  month  or  sooner  if  «alled 
upon.  Conceiving  from  the  great  Change  of  Circumstances  since 
the  taking  of  his  Parole,  that  his  return  may  be  extremely  hazardous 
and  distressing  to  himself  &  Connections,  he  is  very  solicitous  to  be 
indulged  with  a  longer  continuance  in  these  parts.  I  have  no  doubts 
at  all  but  Mr.  Tilghman  will  punctually  fulfill  every  engagement  he 
has  made,  and  do  not  apprehend  the  Indulgence  he  requests  can  be 
productive  of  any  injurious  Consequences.  Indeed  under  our  ] 
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Oiroumstonoes  hia  stay  here  will  be  more  a  compliaooe  with  the  spirit 
of  his  Parole,  than  hia  fletnm  aoeording  to  the  Terms  of  it 
^  I  ha^e  the  honor  to  he 

Sir^  Tour  most 

ob*  Serv*, 

WM.  PACA. 
.   Ohetfter  Town^  Maryland,  ^9^  Sept  1777. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honble.  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq''^  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Tuneaster. 


Gbnbral  John  AuMSTROKa  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  the  Trapp,  26th  Sep**,  1777. 
I)ear  Sic, 

I  can't  think  of  leaving  this  place  without  giving  yon  a  line,  the 
design  of  which  is  rather  as  a  mark  of  friendship  &  dnty  than  to 
ffive  yon  that  intelligence  I  con'd  wish  in  the  military  line,  as  a 
detail  of  the  varions  mannyres  of  onrs  &  the  Enemies  army  for 
several  days  past,  is  at  present  impracticable.  Two  points  I  shall 
tonoh  in  the  laconic  way }  How  the  Enemy  has  passed  the  army  to 
Philad*  withoat  impediment,  and  what  we  think  of  doing  next  A 
fient  of  the  Enemy,  in  rapidly  moving  a  part  of  their  body  up  the 
Scnilkill,  by  French  Cre^,  led  the  General  to  apprehend  they  de- 
signed to  cross  above  us,  &  turn  oar  right  wing ;  to  prevent  this  he 
marched  high  on  this  side  on  the  Swamp  road  when  the  same  night, 
next  morning  they  crossed  at  Fatland  fort,  and  proceeded  on  to 
Sweeds  ford,  also  by  another  road,  I  think,  called  the  Manotany,  so 
that  before  fuU  intelligence  of  their  orossing  came  to  head  <|narterB, 
or  rather  before  it  gained  credit,  they  were  thought,  in  Council,  to 
be  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  harrassed  on  the  rear  by  fatigued 
troops,  by  these  means  we  have  got  but  a  few  prisoners. 

The  General  has  sent  Expresses  to  Commodore  Haselwood  to  send 
800  men  to  strengthen  the  Garrison  of  Fort  bland  with  a  Freneh 
Barron  to  take  the  Command  of  that  poet,  wishing  greatly  to  pre- 
vent a  junction  of  their  naval  &  land  forces.  I  think  he  baa  also 
wrote  Governor  of  the  Jersey.  We  Expect  several  reinforoements  tho' 
M'  Douglas  and  Waynes  already  joined  the  latter  thro'  a  late  mis- 
fortune is  much  smaller  than  we  expected — there  are  still  farther 
itinfinroeBients  expected— we  new  draw  nearer  to  the  Eneiay  whom 
.we  hear  are  encamped  on  Chestnut  Hili-^wo  or  three  days  rest  ar^e 
thought  necessary  for  our  Troops,  aa  I'm  persuaded  the  General 
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designs  to  attack  as  early  as  he  reasoDaUy  can — ^the  Breiit  will 
probably  be  great  either  way  I  Of  thd  MiKtia  I  chase  to  be  silent, 
and  see  what  another  tryal  may  produce.  I  fear  the  lient's  will  not 
fill  up  near  as  fast  as  the  others  go  away— J!  have  sent  to  seroral  of 
them — Col.  Byard  will  give  you  the  news  at  large. 
I  am  sir,  with  great  respeot; 

yoor  most  obed*  hambl*  sery*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Directedy 

To  His  Excellency  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq%  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylyania,  Lancaster. 


Instructions  Commodore  Hazblwood  to  Captain  Cha's 
Alexander,  1777. 

Off  Port  Miffling,  September  27%  1777. 
Sir, 

'  In  oonieqnenee  of  the  Conncil  held  this  day,  yon  are  hereby 
ordered  to  proceed  with  your  ship,  ship  Montgomery,  &  the  Flj 
sloop,  all  under  your  command,  XJp  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  & 
there  to  do  Every  Thing  in  your  Power,  with  the  Force  with  yoq, 
to  ann(^  tl\e  Enemy  should  they  attempt  to  Come  in  to  our  City,  & 
should  you  see  them  preparing  any  works  for  Gannon  or  Hauling 
Cannon  near  the  river,  you  are  in  that  case  to  send  a  Flag  on  shore 
&  warn  them  if  they  do  not  disist  in  making  any  preparations  of 
Fortifying  any  where,  that  you  will  in  that  case  fire  on  the  City, 
but  as  a  repetition  of  orders  is  on  this  occasion  unnecessary,  But 
must  leave  the  Conduct  &  management  of  the  whole  To  your  pru- 
dent &  effectual  management ;  you  are  to  take  all  Boats,  Flatta^ 
Shallops,  &  any  Craft  whatsoever  From  the  shores,  &  send  them 
down  to  Fort  Islands-do  not  neglect  this  as  its  a  material  matter 
for  us,  &  suffer  no  Boat  or  Craft  whatsoever  To  Pass  or  repass  4o 
or  from  the  City,  &  Burn  or  Distroy  any  that  can  not  be  got  away. 
I  Conclude  &  am  sir, 

yoor  hum^»«  serv*, 

JOHN  HAZBLWOOD. 
Direetedy 
To  Oksd^  Alexander;  Es^,  of  the  Ship  Delaware. 
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Dbicand  ov  Bbcobm. 

Thomas  Smithy  Esqr. 
Sir, 

I  hereby  demand  of  yon  the  Books,  Reeords  and  other  Papers  and 
Seals  of  Office  of  the  office  of  Prothonotary,  Register  of  Wills,  Be- 
corder  of  Deeds,  and  Clerk  of  the  Orphan's  Court  for  the  County  of 
Bedford. 

I  am  Sir,  yours  &c., 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH. 
Bedford,  September  29th,  1777. 
Directed^ 
To  Thomas  Smith,  Esqr,  late  Proth^,  &c. 


Deposition  of  Bobbbt  Galbbaith,  &c.,  1777. 

Bedford  County  ss. 

On  the  twenty  ninth  Day  of  September,  in  the  Teai  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven.  Before  me,  the  sub- 
scriber, one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid. 
Personally  appeared,  Robert  Galbraith  of  the  Town  of  Bedford,  Esq', 
and  William  Parker  of  Colerain  Township,  in  the  County  aforesaid, 
Esq',  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith  that 
on  the  Day  of  the  date  hereof,  they,  these  Deponents,  waited  upon 
Thomas  Smith,  Esauire,  late  Prothonotary,  Ac,  of  the  County  of 
Bedford,  and  the  said  Robert  Galbraith  demanded  (in  writing  by  de- 
livering into  hb,  the  said  Thomas  Smith's  Hands,  an  original  Paper, 
of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  Copy,)  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Smith, 
the  Books,  Records,  and  other  Papers  and  Seals  of  Office,  of  the 
offices  of  Prothonotary,  Register  of  Wills,  Recorder  of  Deeds,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Orphan's  Court  for  the  County  of  Bedford.  To  which 
the  said  Thomas  Smith  verbally  answered  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
People  were  to  be  taken  for  a  new  Convention,  and  when  that  was 
known  if  there  was  a  Majority  he  would  then  immediately  give  them 
up,  or  if  the  Deponent,  Robert  Galbraith,  would  call  the  Township 
Committee  &  they  should  say  he,  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  should 
give  them  up,  he,  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  immediately  wouldL  And 
fiurther  these  Deponents  say  not. 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH, 
WILL-  PARKER. 
Sworn  the  Day  and  Tear  a&'d. 

Before  me. 

JAMES  MARTIN. 


fs'd.^ 


PENNSTLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777.  6M 

BuPBAMB  EzjEOUTiVE  GouNOiL  OoL.  Jho.  Carothbrb,  1777* 

In  Coand],  Lancaster^  October  1*^,  1777. 
Sir, 

A  petition  Bigned  by  Oapt.  Brady  and  hia  company  of  MililiA  of 
your  county  setting  forth  their  sitnation  with  respect  to  the  classing 
of  its  member  has  been  laid  before  the  eounoily  and  the  same  hayine 
been  considered^  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  lots  drawn  by  the  said 
company  at  first  is  according  to  the  law  for  regulating  the  militia  of 
this  state,  however,  it  may  differ  from  the  practice  of  some  othef 
companies,  and  therefore  order  that  the  two  first  classes  of  thb  com- 
pany do  immediately  march  and  join  Oeneral  Washington  without 
further  delay,  and  that  the  third  Class  march 'to  Carlisle  to  Guard 
the  stores  there,  according  to  your  direction  therein.  The  council 
confide  in  your  firmness  and  prudence  in  directing  this  business;  in 
which  you  will  receiye  the  ready  assistance  of  Cap*  Brady. 
Directed^ 

To  GoL  John  Garothers;  Lieu*  of  Cumberland  Go. 


General  D.  Robbrdeau  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Oct'  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

General  Gatos's  letter,  with  enclosures  to  Congress  ^  express  this 
day  are  referred  to  the  Committoe  of  Intelligence  for  publication  and 
will  be  sent  this  afternoon  to  Lancaster  for  that  purpose,  therefore 
transcripts  are  less  necessary,  but  I  would  furnish  them  for  the  satis- 
fiiction  of  Council;  if  I  was  not  very  unwell,  as  thereby  they  might 
be  furnished  with  the  news  a  few  hours  sooner. 

The  Express  gives  a  verbal  account  that  two  spys  were  descried 
by  some  Continental  Troops  round  our  Gen*  Clinton's  Qaartors 
habit'd  like  unto  the  British  Soldiers  for  the  very  purpose.  The 
spys  asked  when  they  landed  they  were  told  the  day  before  ?  where 
Gen.  Clinton  was,  for  they  had  something  to  communicato,  they 
were  told  they  should  be  conducted  to  him.  When  they  came  into 
his  presence,  with  much  surprise,  they  said  he  was  was  not  the  Gen. 
Clinton  they  enquired  for,  he  replied  he  could  do  their  Business  and 
accordingly  ordered  them  be  hanged  in  an  hour,  but  upon  discovering 
some  important  intelligence  they  were  respited.  In  consequence  of 
this  Information  &c.  Gen.  Clinton,  Gov.  Clinton  and  Gen.  Putman 
were  suddenly  in  motion,  the  number  of  Troops  under  their  com- 
mand or  the  number  of  the  Enemy  ot  their  movements,  are  all  un- 
known. A  singular  anecdote  I  must  not  omit.  One  of  the  spys 
when  discovered  swallowed  a  small  silver  Ball,  which  he  was  made 
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to  disfforge  by  the  immediate  application  of  an  emetic,  it  contained 
intelligenoo  from  tile  Britieh  officer  CUntoni  who  eommandBd  at  the 
Highlands,  to  Oen>  Bargoyne.  These  an^otes  will  not  be  pub- 
lished, nor  are  Uiey  te  be  depended  on,  nevertheless,  as  I  beUeve 
them,  they  are  offered  for  your  amusement. 
I  am  with  meat  respectful  aalatation  to  the  Coancil| 
Sir, 

Y'  yery  ob*  hum*  Ser* 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

Pirected-^To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  J',  Eeq%  Pwai- 
dent  of  Commonwealth  of  PennsyWania;  Lancaster. 


Jacob  S.  Howell  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton. 

Easton,  October  Ist,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  yon  this  morning  in  a  great  hurry.  Mr.  Lerers  informa 
m^  he  has  business  with  Council  &  intends  seting  off  to  morrow  morn- 
ing &  as  I  wait  here  only  for  the  direction  of  your  Excellency  &  the 
Council,  could  wish  that  some  instructions  were  sent  to  me  respecting 
the  pttbliek  pavers  under  my  care.  Mr.  Levers  informs  me  that  Wag* 
gons  shall  be  procured  at  a  very  short  notice  for  the  conveyance  of 
the^  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellencys  most  obedient 
&  very  Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  S.  HOWBLL. 
On  pnblic  service. 
Directed  f 
To  Hii  Excellency,  l^omas  Wharton^  Jaa.^  Esq**;  Lancaster. 
^  fav  Mr.  Levers. 


BlCHARB  McCaLESTBR  TO  PRESIDENT  WhARTOIT,  1777- 

Tork  Town,  !•*  of  Oc,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Money  I  Becd  som  time  past  is  Expended  in  Raising  the  first 
Class  of  Militia,  This  backwardness  ocatione<I  the  hireing  of  Num- 
bers I  have  not  been  able  to  Collect  the  Money  Expended  nor  anej 
of  the  fines  since  for  want  of  (he  assistance  of  Magistrates,  there  is 
now  as  maney  Qualefied  as  will  perhaps  ans^  that  purpose,  and  we 
are  beginning  to  put  the  Matter  to  trial. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  second  and  third  Class  is  wanting  and  all* 
mosi  no  miHiey  ttot  £A»ediAg  £100^  shottld  j^  Bxaellca^  Ifaioke 
proper  to  send  a  supply  of  Money  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Thomas  Armor, 
we  efaovtd  be  inabled  in  the  Meantime  to  forward  those  other  Glasses. 
The  Commissions  For  the  offesers  is  much  wanting,  should  be  EIxa 
ceeding  Glad  Could  they  be  allso  Forwarded  by  the  Bearer,  as 
Maney  of  the  offesers  Complain  much  for  want  of  them,  &  Even 
seem  on  willing  to  do  auy  duty  till  they  Beceive  them. 

I  this  Moment  Becd  y  Ezcelences  order  Respecting  the  Qaurd 
for  the  Prisoaors  to  Virginia,  To  which  shall  pay  Particular  at- 
tenticA. 

I  am  with  due  Respect  yr 

Ezoellencies  Most  ob* 
Hu"  Servant, 

RICH'  M^^CALESTER. 
Direct§J, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 
^  Express  by  Mr.  Tho.  Armor. 


James  Tilqhman  to  Sup.  Exc.  Council,  1777. 

Chester  Town,  in  Maryland,  Oct'  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  you  by  two  Opportunities  to  obtain  an.  extension  ef  my 
permission  to  stay  here,  which  you  told  me  might  be  had,  if  there  should 
be  no  reason  to  conclude  it  would  be  more  likely  that  I  mujht  be  in 
Genl.  Howes  way  than  when  I  obtained  the  Permission.  I  have  as 
yet  received  no  answer,  which  I  attribute  to  the  Confusion  of  the 
times  and  the  difficulty  of  communication.  To  have  attempted 
going  to  Philadelphia  (as  things  were  circumstanced)  at  the  conclu- 
sion, of  my  Month,  in  comply ance  with  the  letter  of  my  permission, 
I  thonghfc  would  be  rather  a  departure  from  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
that  and  my  Parole.  However  I  advised  -with  Mr.  Paea,  of  the 
Congress,  who  by  the  Governor's  order,  has  the  direction  of  a&irs 
ia  these  parts,  and  who  was  clearly  in  ray  Sentiment,  and  has  done^ 
me  the  fiEtvor  to  write  to  the  Council  to  that  effect.  I  shall  therefore 
reipain  here,  agreeable  to  that  part  of  my  Parole  which  allows  me 
to  zeside  here,  and  hope  the  Council  will  give  me  their  approbation. 
I  am  y  most  ob*  Serv*, 

JAMBS  TILGHMAN. 
JXteetedj 

To  Col*  Matlack,  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsil- 
Tftnia. 
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G^fBRAL  ARMSTROKa  TO  PRESIDENT  WhARTON,  1777. 

Gamp  at  the  Trapp^  1777* 

Sir, 

This  morning  the  whole  anny  moves  about  six  miles  nearer  to 
Philad%  looking  out  for  the  more  particular  Position  of  the  Enemj, 
whether  they  will  come  out  to  us^  as  many  think,  is  yejt  uncertain. 
The  General  wou'd  rather  make  than  receive  an  attack,  provided 
circumstances  shou'd  favour  it.  The  Enemies  numbers  doubtless 
exceed  what  we  have*  formerly  believed,  we  have  various  reinforoe- 
ments,  but  not  half  what  has  been  Expected,  perhaps  the  General 
will  acquaint  Congress  with  the  strength  of  his  army,  but  secresy  ia 
enjoined  on  his  Council.  Our  Continentals  however  in  my  Opinion 
fall  short  of  the  numbers  of  the  Enemy.  We  have  now  but  about 
15  hundred  of  the  State  Militia,  &  in  a  few  days  must  fall  far  short 
of  that  number. 

I  am,  in  great  haste, 

Most  Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  8.  Were  it  not  for  the'object  so  near  in  View  I  shou'd  send 
some  intelligent  Officer  up  to  Council. 

Diredtedf 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lancaster. 
By  Cap*  Greain. 


Adprbss  of  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

Lancaster,  Oct'  1777. 
'Friends  &  Countrymen : 

We  are  again  called  upon  by  General  Washington  for  a  Beinforo^ 
ment  of  Militia,  &  have  complied  with  his  Requisition  by  ordering 
out  two  additional  Classes,  together  with  such  Delinquents  of  the 
former  Classes  &  Volunteers  as  can  be  prevailed  with  to  join  them. 

Tho'  wo  are  sorry  to  say  that  our  former  Calls  have  not  been 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  Militia  with  all  that  alacrity  we 
could  wish  to  have  found,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  discouraging  appear- 
ance of  publick  affairs;  yet  if  people  will  now  consider  the  true  Sit* 
nation  of  Matters  they  will  find  abundant  Reasons  to  rouse  &  animate 
them  to  more  spirited  Exertions.     Our  Brethren  to  the  Northward, 
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fMtt  Aejoat  openitioiifl  of  the  Oontmental  Troops  &  llllitm}  bave 
laofit  effeotiMdly  omshed  the  attempts  of  the  Enemj  on  that  Qoarter 
h^  sobdiuDg  the  Anny  of  Oeneral  Burgoyne,  redadDg  the  poets  in 
his  possessioDy  &  making  him  &  all  those  nnder  his  Oommand  pri»<- 
oners  of  War.  General  Howe  has  received  snch  a  Shook  at  German- 
Town  that  he  has  thought  it  ad?isable  to  withdraw  his  Troops  within 
the  Confines  of  Philadelphia;- ft  on-the  other  Hand,  onr  Fort  & 
Shipping  on  the  Delaware  have  hitherto  repulsed  every  .Attempt  of 
hb  Fleet  &  Army  to  possess  themselves  of  the  Eiver.  It  is  with 
great  SatTs&ction,  we  add,  that  by  the  last  advices^  they  have  been 
defeated  with  Loss  &  Disgrace  in  their  late  attempt  to  carry  the 
Fort  in  Delaware  by  storm.  If,  then,  we  exert  the  Force  we  are 
Masters  of,  his  Army,  cut  off  from  their  shipping  ft  confined  to  the 
narrow  Bounds  of  the  City,  must  be  speedily  brought  to  the  same 
Distress,  which  reduoed  Burgoyne  to  the  Necessity  of  surrendering. 
With  the  Overthrow  of  this  Army,  we  may  expect  to  put  a  speedy 
&  honourable  End  to  this  cruel  War.  The  good  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, are  therefore  now  most  earnestly  exhorted  to  make  this  last 
Effort,  with  a  Vigour  of  Besolution  worthy  of  themselves;— worthy  of 
Freemen. — When  the  British  Arms  last  Winter  threatened  to  over- 
whelm us,  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania  nobly  stemmed  the  Torrent; 
BOW  that  a  brighter  prospeot  opens,  we  trust  that  they  will  not  be 
wanting ;  that  they  will  not  omit  to  share  in  the  Glory  of  putting 
the  last  Hand  to  the  Estebllshment  of  our  Freedom. 

Should  we  at  this  Time  rest  supinely,  &  thus  suffer  our  Enemy  to 
escape  6r  revive,  we  have  the  melancholy  prospect  of  a  long  continued 
War  before  us,  ft  of  seeing  from  Year  to  Year  scenes  of  Desolation 
ft  Cruelty ;  our  friends  slaughtered;  our  Fields  laid  waste ;  ft  out 
Families  1^  a  prey  to  a  bar^rous  ft  insulting  Foe. 

Let  not  any  flatter  themselves,  that  by  tamely  folding  their  Arms, 
if  the  Enemy  should  at  last  prevail,  their  Lives  ft  property  will  be 
secored.  *Wo  know  how  little  Faith  can  be  put  in  the  specione 
promises  contained  in  the  proclamations  of  the  Enemy ^;  fteven  that 
little  protection  which  was  promised,  upon  their  taking  possession  of 
Philadelphia,  has  been  withdrawn,  by  a  new  [ffoolamation,  from  all 
those  who  had  not  already  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  former 
ones.  Thus  they  deny  to  us  the  power  of  living,  even  in  Slavery, 
unless  they  can  also  pillaee»us  of  onr  goods  ft  Land. 

Bat,  with  the  aid  of  Heaven,  we  hare  Strength  sufficient  if  we 
will  only  exert  it;  the  Militia  of  the  neighbouring  States  are  exert* 
ing  -themselves  to  assist  us,  ft  all  parts  of  the  Continent  will  contri- 
bute to  our  aid,  if  we  will  but  join  in  helping  ourselves :  Let  us  then 
rise  like  Men  in  Earnest;  let  us  not  fall  behind  the  other  parts  of 
the  ContinMkt,  but  let  the  Force  of  Pennsylvania  be  felt  &  acknowl* 
edged,  as  it  often  has  been  by  the  Enemy ;  let  us  strike  thb  last 
Blow  with  such  Effect,  that  we  shall  not  need  to  strike  again.  Then 
shall  we  forever  bless  the  Day  when  we  nobly  rose  ft  drove  the 
Snemy  from  our  Otrantty  :-^-and  onr  children's  children  shall  blasa  nsk 
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Hoping  ft  baGering  that  yod  will  Ant  aet,  w«  eomiMiid  70m  to 
the  proteotioa  of  the  Alnughtj,  ft  lode  fonmtd  to  the  ifMody  pio»> 
peot  of  retnriitag  Y iotory  ft  petce,  when  eyery  mAD  shall  rii  andtt 
hia  owa  Yioe  &  Fig  tree;  ft  none  shall  make  him  afraid. 


Col.  Bradford  to  Prkb't  Wharion,  1777. 

Sir, 

Tbta  Bay  week  going  to  Philad*,  I  foond  a  number  of  Light  Hone 
of  the  Enemy  at  Frankford  and  narrowly  escaped  being  taken. 
Finding  I  oonld  not  get  in,  I  set  off  for  the  army  the  next  morning, 
and  after  I  got  there  consalting  General  Potter  tho't  it  most  adtisa* 
ble  to  eross  Delaware  and  get  into  Billingsport,  which  I  aceordingly 
did.    I  there  found  Ool.  Will  of  the  4«'  Batt*  with  aboot  100  meoi 
ft  Gap^  Maesey  Company  of  Artillery  which  was  rednoed  by  deeer- 
UoB  to  12  men,  after  1  got  in  waa  reinforced  by  100  Jersey  Militia 
ft  Best  day  with  abont  50  more.    The  ftrst  of  October  the  Enemy 
landed  a  number  of  men  near  Raccoon  Greek ;  various  were  the 
acoounts  of  theur  number,  tho'  mostly  agreeing  that  not  less  than 
500,  but  many  made  them  1000.     We  kept  a  good  look  out  that 
night,  and  dispatched  60  of  the  Jersey  men  in  the  afternoon  to 
hmass  them  if  they  were  on  their  maich,  but  they  did  not  mofe 
that  Evening.    The  2^  of  October  €kneral  Newcome  came  before 
Say  and  told  me  he  hiMl  a  few  Militia  on  the  main  Road  with  one 
Piece  of  Artillery  and  was  going  to  harraas  the  Enen^y,  and  drew  off 
what  Jersey  Militia  was  at  the  Garrison  to  join  his  Body.    Our 
Body  was  now  very  smalL    About  8  o'clock  we  heard  a  firing 
between  the  Enemy  ft  General  Newoome  which  continued  bnt  a 
AoFt  time— I  got  our  People  under  arms,  but  could  get  no  aee^ 
from  General  Newcome  tho'  Migors  Marsh  ft  Boys  were  sent  off  for 
that  Purpose,  but  at  last  I  had  certain  account  that  the  Jersey  had 
x«treated  and  the  Enemy  were  advancing  to  the  Fort,  on  which  I 
Ofdered  the  People  into  Boats  and  sent  most  of  them  to  Fort  Island, 
'spiked  up  all  the  Cannon  we  could  not  carry  off,  and  set  the  Bu> 
meks  ft  Bake  House  on  Fire,  but  the  Dwelling  House  some  how 
eseaped*— We  took  off  all  the.Amunition — I  stayed  myself  with 
Oap^  Robeson  of  the  Continental  Brig  on  shore  for  some  more  certaiD 
advice  j  about  12  o'clock  the  Enemy  come  on  so  close  thro'  a  oem 
field  that  they  were  not  more  than  80  yards  from  us,  and  began  to 
fire  on  us  befcm  our  Boat  put  off  the  shore,  we  returned  the  fiM  with 
6  muskets  we  had  on  board,  and  a  Guard  Boat  we  had  with  ua  alno 
fired  on  them,  and  all  got  off,  one  man  only  being  wounded.    I  an 
now  at  Fort  Mifflin  and  in  Council  of  all  the  Cap*  of  the  Fleets  thin 
Bay  they  reqoested  that  Cap'  Blewer,  Cap*  l^assey  ft  myself  would 
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•ill  k$re  to  aok  is  Narj  Botrd  wUeh  I  shall  da  Two  of  our 
Galleys  an  redaoed  &  laid  by,  the  men  haviBg  deserted.  Last  niff bt 
Gap'  MontffosMrya  l-«  A  2«  Lieuf  ft  6  Pnvates  deserted;  and  I 
beiieTe  if  moj  eoold  get  off,  the  People  on  board  die  whole  Fleet 
would  desert,  for  their  spirits  are  quite  snnk.  The  Bnemy  ships 
are  bow  coming  «p  to  Biilingsport. 

Your  most  H'ble  Sery't, 

W-.  BBADFORD. 
Fort  Mifflin,  Oct'  3%  1777.] 
Diredtdy 

On  pnblio  Serriee. 

To  His  Excellency  Tho's  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  at  Lancaster. 


StrPBBME   EXECUTIVJ!    COUNCIL    TO   RoBERT  LeVBRS,   1777. 

Lancaster,  October  3, 1777. 
Sir, 

Conncil  have  sent  forward  Mr.  Snyder,  their  door  keeper,  to  take 
in  charge  the  papers  belonging  to  Conncil  and  forward  them  to  this 

Slace*    Your  assistance  will  probably  be  neoessary,  and  I  have  ap 
oubt  of  your  immediate  attention  to  this  business. 

I  am,  ^., 

T.  W  .♦ 
Directed^ 
To  Robert  Levers,  Esq',  Easton. 


Sir: 


Geni..  ABMSTRONa  TO  Pbbs't  Whartov,  1777. 

Camp  near  the  Trapp,  6**  Octob',  1777, 


By  a  forced  march  of  fourteen  miles  or  upward,  on  Friday  night, 
General  Washington  attacked  about  sunrise  yesterday  morning,  the 
British  &  Foreign  Troops  encamped  at  Jerman  Town,  Yandurings  & 
elsewhere  toward  the  York  Road.  We  marched  by  four  different 
routes — those  on  the  left  did  not  arriye  so  soon  as  the  Columnes  on 
the  Center  &  Right.  The  Continental  Troops  drove  the  principal  part 

*  Soe  Colon.  Roc.  YoL  XI.»  p.  814. 
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-of  the  Eaemy  at  Jerman  Town  fall  two  miles;  jet  what  I^Bfaall  say 
a  Yioti»ry  almost  in  full  embrace  was  frastrated,  but  bj  what  means 
cannot  yet  be  easily  ascertained.  I  think  by  a  nomber  of  cssnalittes, 
a  thick  fogg  whereby  not  only  onr  ammunition  was  expended  with- 
out an  object,  but  it's  thought,  that  our  own  Troops  had  been  taken 
in  an  instance  or  two  for  reinforcements  of  the  enemy,  whereby  » 
panic  &  retreat  ensued,  which  ihe  General  could  not  prevent  I  Thus 
may  it  be  said,  thro'  some  strange  fatality  Ttho'  not  the  less  faulty 
on  our  part,)  that  we  fled  from  victory.  Another  reason  was  the 
time  spent  about  Mr.  Chew's  house,  where  a  number  of  the  Enemy 
took  sanctury,  &  from  which  a  number  of  our  people  were  killed  & 
wounded.  We  can  yet  tell  nothing  perfectly  of  our  loss,  nor  of  that 
of  the  enemy.  General  Nashes  thigh  &  the  head  of  Major  Wither- 
spoon  were,  it's  said,  both  taken  away  by  one  &  the  same  Caonon 
Ball.  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  Our  Order  of  Battle, 
or  attack,  but  have  it  not  here.  My  destiny  was  against  the  various 
Oorps  of  Jermans  encamped  at  Mr.  Yanduring^s  or  near  the  Falls. 
Their  Light  Horse  discovered  our  approach  a  uttle  before  sunrise ; 
we  canonaded  from  the  heights  on  each  side  the  Wissihickon,  whilst 
the  Riflemen  on  opposite  sides  acted  on  the  lower  ground.  About 
nine  I  was  called  to  joine  the  General,  but  left  a  party  with  tha 
Coll*  Eyers  &  Dunlap,  &  one  field  piece,  &  afterwards  reinforced 
them,  which  reinforcement,  by  the  by,  however  did  not  joine  them, 
until!  after  a  brave  resistance  they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  but  car- 
ried ofl*  the  field  piece,  the  other  I  was  obliged  to  leave  in  the  Hor- 
renduous  hills  of  the  Wissihickon,  but  ordered  her  on  a  safe  rout  to 
join  Eyeres  if  he  shou'd  retreat,  as  was  done  accordingly.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  the  left,  and  above  Jerroantown  some  three  miles,  directed 
by  a  ^ow  crossfire  of  Canon,  untill  we  fell  into  the  Front  of  a  superior 
body  of  the  Enemy,  with  whom  we  engaged  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  but  their  grape  shot  &  ball  soon  intimidated  &  obliged  us 
to  retreat  or  rather  file  off.  Until  then  I  thought  we  had  a  VicUny, 
but  to  my  great  disappointment,  soon  found  our  armywere  gone  an 
hour  or  two  before,  &  we  the  .last  on  the  ground.  We  brought  off 
every  thing  but  a  wounded  man  or  two — lost  not  quite  20  men  on 
the  whole,  &  hope  we  killed  at  least  that  number,  beside  diverting 
the  Hessian  Strength  from  the  General  in  the  morning.  I  have 
neither  time  nor  light  to  add  but  that  I  am  respectfully  yours. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Directed, 
'     The  Honorable  Thos.  Wharton^  Lancaster. 
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Ebsolutions  op  CoiTGBBSS,  1777.^    , 

In  Congreag,  Oct.  6, 1777. 
Besolvedi 

That  80  mach  of  the  resolotion  of  the  23'  day  of  March,  1776,  as 
directs  that  the  wageq^seamen  &  mariocrs  taken  on  board  British 
merchant  yessels  be  pR  &  deducted  out  of  the  prize  money,  be 
repealed,  &  made  null  &  void. 

Besolved, 

That  all  masters,  officers  &  tnariners,  &  all  subjects  of  the  kiug  of 
Qreat  Britain,  taken  on  board  any  prize  made  by  any  contiuental 
yessel  of  war  be  hereafter  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  &  treated 
as  such ;  &  that  the  seamen  &  mariners  of  such  prize  be  confined  in 
the  goals  or  some  other  secure  place  in  this  state,  to  which  the  prize 
shall  be  carried ;  &  it  is  recommended  to  the'several  states  to  consider 
&  treat  all  captains,  officers  &  mariners,  &  all  subjects  of  the  king  of 
Oreat  Britain,  taken  on  board  any  prize  made  by  any  vessel  fitted 
out  by,  or  carried  into  any  state  by  any  privateer  or  letter  of  marquoi 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

Besolvcd,    • 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to 
pass  laws,  declaring  that  any^person,  his  aider  or  abettor,  who  shall 
wilfully  &  maliciously  burn  or  destroy ,'or  attempt  or  conspire  to  bum 
or  destroy  any  magazine  of  provisions,  or  of  military  or  naval  stores 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  if  any  master,  officer,  seaman,  mari- 
ner, or  other  person  intrusted  with  the  navigation  or  care  of  any  conti- 
nental'vessels,  shall  wilfully  &  maliciously  burn  or  destroy,  or  attempt 
or  conspire  to  burn  or  destroy  any  such  vessel,  or  shall  wilfully 
betray  or  voluntarily  yield,  or  deliver,  or  attempt  to  conspire  to 
betray,  yield  or  deliver  any  such  vessel  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  such  person,  his  aider  or  abettor,  on  legal  conviction  thereof^ 
shall  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

.  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 

.    All  printers  are  desired  to  insert  &  continue  the  foregoing  reso* 
lutions  in  their  public  newspapers  at  least  six  months. 
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Col.  Bradford  to  Pres.  Whartoit,  1777. 

Fort  Mifflin,  October  7,.  1777. 

I  wrote  you  a  few  Days  ago  informing  of  tbe  Loss  of  Billingspori 
The  Troops  that  took  Possession  of  that  Place  consisted  of  High- 
landers, and  Marines  from  the  Men  of  War,  about  Thirteen  or 
Pourteen  Hundred  in  Number,  by  the  most  Intelligent  People  that 
I  have  spoke  with.  The  4th  October,  they  embarked  all  their  men 
but  300,  after  making  some  Efforts  to  remoTC  or  weigh  the  Ghe- 
yaux  de  Prize,  which  I  believe  they  could  not  Effect  Yesterday 
afternoon  the  Enemy  Set  Fire  to  all  the  Works  &  Houses  that  were 
left  at  Billinffsport,  and  embarked  the  Men.  In  the  Evening,  Com- 
modore HazeTwood  went  down  and  attacked  the  Ships  very  Smartlj; 
they  got  under  Way  and  fell  down  to  Chester,  where  nine  of  them 
now  lays.  I  was  in  Billingsport  tliis  morning,  and  every  Thing 
that  would  take  Fire  is  burnt,  and  most  of  the  Ambrusers  destroyed. 
The  Commodore  is  now  sending  down  a  Scow  to  bring  off  the  Iron 
Work  that  is  there.  Mr.  Saml.  Massey  having  a  Sum  of  Money 
by  him  near  this  Place  we  have  browed  it  and  have  ordered  the 
Fleet  to  be  paid  their  Month's  Wages.  Our  fire  Ships  are  very 
badly  off  for  Men ;  the  Vesuvius  Brig  &  Strumblo  Ship  have  not 
one  Hand ;  they  are  now  stripped  of  their  Rigging,  &o.,  and  ready 
for  sinking  in  such  Places  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  if  the 
Enemv's  Ships  should  attempt  to  come  up ;  tho'  I  am  of  opinion 
they  think  they  cannot  possibly  get  thro'  the  Chevanx  de  Frises  at 
Billingsport.  A  prodigious  Desertion  has  prevailed  among  the 
Galleys ;  a  few  nights  ago,  Capt.  Montgomery  lost  Eleven  Men ; 
last  Night,  after  the  Action,  Capt.  Mitchel  lost  Twelve;  Three 
other  Galleys  are  so  reduced  that  all  their  men  will  not  Man  One 
Galley.  We  are  pretty  well  off  for  Cattle,  and  shall  get  some 
more  on  the  Island  this  Day,  and  the  Boats  are  just  now  going  of 
to  fetch  six  Waggon  loads  of  Flour  that  is  at  lumber  Creek  Bridge. 
Capt.  Blewer  is  gone  up  to  General  Washington  for  a  few  Days.  I 
shall  do  all  I  can  for  the  good  of  the  Cause,  and  am 

Your  most  obedient,  H*»'  Servant, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

P.  S.— I  am  confident  the  Fleet  cannot  get  up  this  River  as  we 
are  now  situated — Tho*  should  they  get  Red  Bank,  were  we  have 
not  one  Man,  I  do  not  know  the  Consequence, 

Three  Days  ago  the  Men  of  War  sent  up  a  Flag  to  the  Commo- 
dore, desiring  him  to  give  up  the  Fleet,  and  he  should  with  his  men 
have  his  Majesty's  Pardon  and  be  treated  kindly.  The  Commo- 
dore sent  him  Word  he  should  defend  the  Fleet  to  the  last,  and  not 
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give  tbem  np,  and  was  not  afrud  of  all  the  Shipa  they  could  bringi 
and  desired  thej  would  send  no  more  such  Flags. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service.    To  His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq'r., 
President  of  the  State  of  Pensylyania,  at  Lancaster. 


MlTTDfUB  FOB  MiCHABL  IhMSL,  1777. 

Penns*  Ss. 

In  Oouncili  Lancaster,  Octob'  7, 1777. 

Receive  into  your  custody  the  body  of  Michael  Immel  of  this 
burrough,  and  him  safely  keep  until  he  shall  be  discharged  by  duo 
course  of  law.    The  account  which  he  gives  of  the  escape  of 
Brookes  and  McKenzie,  two  prisoners*  in  his  custody,  afford- 

ing just  grounds  to  suspect  that  he  was  aiding  and  assisting  in  the 
said  escape.  And  for  your  so  doing  this  sbdl  be  your  sufficient 
Warrant. 

,  now  in  your  Custody,  appears  by  his  own  Confes- 
sion to  have  negligently  suffered  Brookes,  Yeoman^  who  was 
in  the  Custody  of  said  M.  Immel,  charged  with  high  Treason/  & 
McK.,  also  in  the  Custody  of  said  Immel,  as  a  prisoner  of  War,  to 
escape  &  go  at  large,  &  whereas  there  is  good  reas'on  to  suspect  that 
said  M.  Immel  hath  willfully  permitted  said  B.  &  McK.  to  escape 
&  go  at  large  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  his  duty,  these  are  therefore 
to  commit  said  M.  I.  to  your  keeping  in  the  common  Qoal  of  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  to  answer  the  premises,  &  to  be  Dealt  with 
aooording  to  his  demerits,  &  untill  Council  shall  otherwise  order  oon« 
cerning  a'  M.  I. 


CoL.  Beadfokd  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

I  wrote  you  two  Days  aso.  Yesterday  we  sent  down  to  examine 
the  Cbevauz  de  Frizo  at  Billingsport,  and  find  that  the  two  last 
that  were  sunk  to  stop  up  the  Gap  are  remove  higher  up  and  put 
on  one  side,  so  that  a  Ship  may  warp  thro'.  A  Ship  &  Brig  are 
now  preparing  to  be  sunk  in  the  Gap,  which,  if  we  can  Effect,  will 
atop  the  Channel.  A  large  Fleet  of  Vessels  are  now  as  high  as 
New  Castle.    Last  Night  a  large  Body  of  the  Enemy  came  from 

*  See  Col.  Records,  VoL  XI.,  p.  816. 
Vol.  v.— 28 
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Philad*;  and  have  erected  a  Battery  near  the  mouth  of  Sohujkill. 
Oar  Qalleys  fired  at  them  in  the  Night  and  this  Morning,  bat  I 
believe  with  very  littJe  damage. 

Your  moBt  H*»«  Serv*, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

Port  Blifflin,  Oct'  8**,  1777. 

The  Commodore  ib  not  under  the  least  doubt  of  6toping  the  Chan- 
nel,  and  if  they  should  warp  thro'  he  can  destroy  them. 

Directed, 

On  public  Service.     To  His  Excellency  Tho«  Wharton,  Esq', 
President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


RoBBBT  Lbvers  TO  Prbsidbnt  Whamon,  177T. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r.,  Esquire  President 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 
Sir, 

As  a  member  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  sincere  friend  to  the 
cause  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  lay  before  your«Excellency  the  following  Representation — 

The  Inhabitants  of  Easton  express  great  anxiety  and  uneasiness  at 
Maj.  Daiken,&  Maj.  Edminston,  Prisoners  of  War,  remaining  in  that 
town,  more  especially  Major  Daiken  at  this  particular  &  alarming  crisis 
when  so  great  a  quantity  of  Stores  of  the  First  consequence  to  the  Pre- 
'servation  of  the  United  States  are  lodged  in  Easton  &  other  Parts  <^ 
Northampton  County ;  Major  Daiken  was  an  officer  in  the  Jersey  Mili« 
tia ;  it  appears  great  confidence  had  been  placed  in  him  by  his  country- 
men, whom  he  treacherouslyi  and  traiterously  deceived,  by  going  over 
to,  &  joining  the  enemy,  among  some  of  whom  he  was  somcthne  since 
made  a  Prisoner.  At  the  time  the  Prisoners  of  War  were  lodged  at 
Easton,  Congress  gave  orders  for  their  removal  to  Dumfries  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  Major  Daiken  prevailed  on  Col.  Robert  Lettioe  Hooper  to 
permit  a  letter  from  Major  Daiken  to  be  forwarded  by  Express  to 
some  principal  officer,  whose  interest  was  intreated,  that  Major  Daiken 
might  remain  at  Easton,  or  be  sent  to  his  seat  in  Jersey  on  his 
parole — He  is  suffered  to  remain  at  present  at  Easton,  Major  Daiken's 
family.  Viz.,  his  wife,  niece  &  son  are  frequently  crossing  Delaware 
to  Easton  to  visit  him,  &  his  former  conduct  gives  too  much  reason 
to  admit  of  a  suspicion  of  his  still  remaining  inimical  to  the  Americaii 
cause,  &  capable  of  holding  a  correspondence  prejudicial  to  its  true 
Interests.    It  is  a  certain  fact  that  the  Prisoners  of  War^  whilst  at 
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EastoDy  were  always  ^gessed  of  the  earliest  &  best  Intelligeiieey  one 

with. 
Mr: 


food  reason  assigned  therefor,  was  their  intimate  connection  with 
icwis  Gordon,  Esquire,*  with  whom  several  of  them  lodged.     Mr. 
Gordon's  son  William  in  Philadelphia  with  his  sister  Mrs.  Afiick 


almost  constantly,  and  it  is  said  he  has  Intelligence  from  thence,  onca 
or  twice  a  week  regularly.  His  eldest  son  John  went  off  for  Philadel-^ 
phia,  as  it  were,  privately,  (after  having  applied  to  Col.  Hooper  foe 
a  pass,  who  says  he  denied  him)  hut  a  few  days  before  General  Howe 
entered  Philadelphia,  &  it  is  to  be  feared  he  took  Letters  from  the 
officers,  and  has  not  since  returned  to  Easton,  whether  or  no  Mr, 
Lewis  Gordon  is  friendly  or  not,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say,  one 
ihing  I  know,  that  whilst  the  affairs  of  America  wore  a  blooming 
aspect,  he  was  sick,  languid  k  dejected ;  but  now,  on  the  late  unfa-, 
Yorable  change  of  American  affairs  he  is  brisk  &  lively,  k  in  hia 
countenance  expresses  the  highest  satisfaction.  The  County  of  North* 
ampton  now  contains  a  great  body  of  Stores,  which  if  lost  may  prove 
our  Buin.  This  naturally  affects  the  minds  of  many  in  the  County, 
ft  leads  them  to  wish  that  no  Prisoners  of  war  might  be  suffered  to 
remain  in  the  County.  The  Possession  of  the  Ferry  at  Easton  at 
ibis  important  moment  is  a  matter  of  the  ffreatest  Trust;  Persons  of 
all  Characters  are  passing  &  repassing  both  at  Pelaware  &  Leheigh^ 
&  as  the  Ferriage  is  constantly  paid  to  Mr.  Gordon  or  some  of  bia 
Family,  it  afforas  an  opportunity  of  conveying  &  insinuating  back« 
wards  and  forwards  whatever  Intelligence  a  dislike  to  the  American 
cause  may  be  the  means  of  suggesting. 

It  was  pressed  on  me  by  Col.  Joseph  Deane,  in  particular,  to  re<-, 
present  to  your  Excellency,  the  present  situation  of  the  Ferry,  from 
the  great  numbers  of  Waggons  continually  passing  and  repassing,  & 
great  concourse  of  Officers,  Soldiers,  &  Travellers,  the  Ferry  as  well 
over  Leheigh  as  Delaware,  are  become  not  only  objects  of  great  con- 
sequence but  of  great  profit,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  kept  in  suoh^ 
order  as  to  answer  every  the  most  sudden  Emergency  ]  whereas  Col. 
Dean  says  there  is  only  one  Boat  in  use  belonging  to  Mr.  Gordon. 
There  are  two  other  Boats  used  by  Mr.  Gordon  belonging  to  the 
Ferryman  on  the  Jersey  side,  ope  Hawk,  who  complains,  that  his 
Two  Boats  are  constantly  occupied  by  Mr.  Gordon,  without  any 
satigfiMstion  given  to  him  for  the  use  thereof,  or  anything  advanced 
for  Bepair,  and  Hawk  says  he  cannot  get  the  possession  of  his  bo^ts, 
the  public  service  requiring  them.  Col.  Dean  farther  requested,  that 
I  would  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  Mr.  Gordon  bad  Tw4 
large  Boats  lying  on  the  shore,  which  at  a  trifling  expense  might  be 
repaired  &  made  useful,  but  that  he  refuses  doing  anything  towarda 
them,  altho  the  present  Exigency  requires,  that  every  Boat  shou'd 
be  in  order.  The  Enemy's  motions  are  uncertain,  and  the  great 
Quantity  of  Stores  in  Northampton  County  requires,  that,  in  case 
of  necessity,  we  shou'd  be  in  the  greatest  readiness  to  remove  them. 

See  order  for  his  arrest,  p.  490. 
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On  Beoeit  of  Yonr  Ezoelleney's  Letters  to  Ool.  Hooper  and  myself 
respeeting  waggons,  it  was  proposed  by  GoL  Hooper  that  I  shoald 
accompany  some  of  the  prisoners  to  Lancaster,  that  I  might  lay  b^ 
fore  your  Excellency  the  inoonTeniences  that  might  arise,  from 
waiting  to  reoeiTe  immediate  orders  from  conncil  for  waggons,  when 
|>erhap6  the  demand  for  them  won'djadmit  of  no  delay;  it  was  pro- 
posed at  that  time  the  prisoners  were  to  leave  Easton  last  Suodiy 
was  a  week;  GoL  Hooper  went  to  Bethlehem,  &c.,  &  on  his  retorn, 
bad  concluded  to  desist  from  applying  to  Goancil,  but  to  hire  waggom 
at  the  best  rate  he  could,  and,  if  that  could  not  be  effected,  to  give 
orders  for  impressing,  telling  me,  that  Gol  Weitael  k  Col.  Denhler 
Iiad  promised  him  assistance  with  Mr,  Jennings,  and  that  he  soon 
Expected  a  mandamus  from  Qeneral  Washington  for  that  parpen. 
This  Col.  Hooper  informed  me  of  the  morning  I  left  Easton,  wben 
I  applied  to  him,  forhis  letter  to  your  Excellency  on  the  sobjectof 
Waggons,  at  which  time  he  was  dispatching  Mr.  Jennings  ft  others 
for  Waggons,  saying  that  Fifteen  Hundred  Waggons  were  wanted 
to  remove  the  stores  from  Trenton. 

It  has  given  not  a  little  anxiety  to  some,  that  any  Persons  shon'd 
be  employed  in  Public  offices  of  Trust,  in  the  several  Departments 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  have  not  given  Security  to  the 
Public,  that  the  persons  so  employed,  are  attached  to  its  true  interests, 
and  this  security  it  is  thought  cannot  be  better  given,  than  by  con- 
forming to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  and  taking  the  Test  reqaired  by 
Law.  It  is  thought  that  all  persons  residing  in  this  State,  who  do  not 
bold  any  office  immediately  under  Congress,  such  as  Deputy  ft  Assis- 
tant Quarter  masters,  Deputy  &  Assistant  Gommisaarys,  ft  so  forth, 
E'  ould  be  suspended,  till  they  have  taken  the  oath  of  Allegiaooe,  ft 
delity  to  this  State»  as  they  are  immediately  employed  therein, 
Altho  their  employ  notwithstanding  may  extend  to  the  general  serrioe 
of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

EGBERT  LEVERS. 

Lancaster^  October  8th,  1777. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Peon- 
fljlvania. 
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^CoL.  Mblcheb  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Ezoell'y, 

I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  yoa  to  my  letter  a  few  dayi  sinoe.  I 
wrote  Mr.  Haooock  on  y*  Subject  of  Barracks^  &,  have  bitherto 
not  reoeived  any  answer  from  him  or  Y'  Ez'cy ;  permitt  me  to  repre* 
sent  to  you  the  necessity  of  its  being  Imediately  taken  in  hand  by 
Congress  or  y*  Council  of  this  State,  we  are  now  taking  public  places 
of  worship  here,  as  well  as  in  N*  hampton  for  Hospitals  &  pnvates 
houses,  which  is  very  distressing  to  y  country,  particularly  at  this 
period  when  many  of  our  worthy  fellow  citizens  are  wandering  from 
place  to  place  for  Shelter,  &  when  they  are  so  fortunate  .as  to  meet  with 
One  to  be  turn'd  out  perhaps  in  y*  dead  of  winter  for  y'  sick  soldery 
—it  is  dread  full,  it  is  yet  time  to  provide.  If  I  receive  your  or 
Congress  orders  you  may  depend  on  a  Vigilant  attention  to  the 
Interest  of  mj  bleeding  country. 

I  am  with  difference  &  Respect, 
YonrEx'y, 

Your  most  obed't 
h'ble  s't, 

I.  MELOHEB. 

Reading,  8  Oct.  1777. 

P.  S. — As  soon  as  y*  wounded  &  sick  here  and  Essoorts  here  are 
provid'd  «ith  quarters  I  shall  return  to  Lancaster.  I  have  engaged 
a  quantity  of  wood  here  to  supply  2  or  800  sick  this  winter.  8hou'4 
Council  recommend  y*  building  Barracks  to  Congress  I  beg  your 
jSzcell'y  interposition  in  my  favor. 

Am  as  above, 
Your  Eji'y, 
h'ble  s't, 


L  U. 


Directed^ 
His  Exceiry  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  Council 
Favor'd  by  1 

Mr.  Bittenhouse.   j 


65l'  PENNSYLVANIA  AUCHIVES  1777/ 

BOBEfiT  LeVBBS  to  P&ESIDISNT  WflABTON,  1777. 

Lancaster,  October,  S^,  1777. 
Sir, 

After  I  bad  received  my  commission  from  tbe  Supreme  Exeontive 
Council^to  bold  the  office  of  Protbonotary  &  Clerk  of  tbe  Orphana' 
Court  for  Nortbampton  County,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Gordon  at  Easton, 

J  Produced  tbe  Commissions^  &  requested  tbe  Papers  &  Records  be- 
onging  to  the  offices ;  many  of  wbicb  be  has  delivered,  bat  there  are 
many  yet  in  bis  Possession. 

When  I  had  repeatedly  waited  on  Mr.  Gordon  myself,  in  person, 
&  requested  Mr.  Traill  to  do  tbe  same,  at  bis  instance,  without  whom 
he  said  he  could  not  find  tbe  Papers,  I  found  be  declined  delivering 
np  tbe  remainder  of  the  papers  thro'  one  evasion  or  otber ;  I  there- 
fore wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gordon,  setting  forth  therein  the  Papers 
still  in  bis  possession  that  I  knew  of,  besides  others  which  possibly 
might  be  which  I  could  not  directly  discover,  as  well  belonging  Ui 
the  offices  of  Prothonotaiy  &  Orphan's  Court  as  tbe  Sessions,  the 
Justices  having  nominated  me  clerk  of  tbe  Sessions,  and  in  the  letter 
acquainted  bim  that  after  Mr.  Traill  &  myself  frequently  waiting  on 
bim  I  was  sorry  to  feel  myself  under  tbe  disagreeable  necesnty  of 
making  a  demand  of  the  Papers  in  writing.  This  letter  was  delivered 
by  the  Gaoler,  Mr.  Ehler,  who  said  Mr.  Gordon's  answer  was,  he 
did  not  know  what  tbe  man  meant,  be  bad  no  Papers  in  bis  Posses* 
sion,  tbe  contrary  of  which  Mr.  Traill  well  knew. 

At  last  September  Court  I  applied  to  tbe  Justices,  wbo  sent  for 
Mr.  Gordon,  but  I  do  not  understand  any  thing  was  determined,  & 
the  Papers  still  remain  with  bim. 

Having  examined  the  Papers  in  my  Possession  I  find  that  there 
remains  with  Mr.  Gordon  viz., 

Common  Pleas. 

Writs  for  Marcb  &  June,  1776. 
All  tbe  Reports  of  Auditors. 

A  day  book,  in  which  Writs  k  Executions  &  all  Process  issuing 
out  of  the  office  are  indiscriminately  entered  as  applied  for  daily, 
which  doubtless  ou^bt  to  be  lodged  in  the  office  to  settle  any  dispute 
that  might  arise  on  y*  Priority  of  date  of  an  Execution  isssued,  and 
which  Mr.  Traill  tells  me  Mr.  Gordon  says  tbe  offiyoe  has  no  Business 
with. 

Orpbans'  Court 
.  Sundry  Papers.    Becords  from  1755  to  1758. 

Sessions. 
Papers  from  1752  to  1758.    Sessions  Marcb  1776.    Several  other 
Papers  &  Records  which  I  cannot  enumerate,  having  mislaid  the 
Copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Gordon  at  the  time  I  left  Easton. 
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All  tbc  Indictments  &  Bills  foand  by  the  Grand  Jury,  which  Mr. 
Gordon  told  me,  in  the  Presence  of  the  Justices,  as  Clerk  of  the 
Sessions,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with.  That  they  were  lodged  with 
him  by  the  King's  attorney.  I  apprehend  Indictments  of  Grand 
Juries  to  be  Papers  of  Kecord,  &  ought  to  be  lodged  with  the  Court 
or  the  proper  offioer  of  the  Court.  An  old  Indictment  may  be 
called  for  Seven  years  hence. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  in  Council  will  be  pleased  to  take  this  mat- 
ter into  consideration  &  give  such  directions  therein  as  shall  be  judged 
expedient 

W  hen  the  Court  nominated  me  Clerk  of  the  Sessions,  the  mode  of 
recommending  Two  or  more  Persons  to  your  Excellency  in  Council 
that  one  of  them  might  be  approved  by  Council  was  not  adverted  to ; 
and  thro'  the  critical  Situation  of  affairs  it  was  unluckily  omitted  at 
the  last  Court. 
I  am, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient 
;  Humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
Directedj 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


General  Armstrong  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  near  the  Trapp,  8**  Octob',  1777. 
Sir, 

The  necessary  absence  of  the  Adjutant  General,  and  hurry  in  pre- 
paring to  chaoge  our  Encampment  to  move  to  morrow  (toward  a 
baptist  meeting  House  beyond  the  N.  Wales  road)  prevents  my  send- 
ing Council  a  return  of  the  Militia,  which  you  may  expect  from  the 
next  new  ground.  Thoy  have  however  for  some  time  past  been  about 
seventeen  hundred,  the  last  return  to  the  General  I  know  wanted  of 
15  hundred  fit  for  duty.  Yesterday  &  to  day  we  have  by  the  ex- 
piration of  time  had  a  great  falling  off,  but  a  number  also  coming  in. 
Have  just  now  sent  an  officer  express  to  Allen  town,  where  I  hear 
near  two  hundred  are  assembled,  probably  waiting  for  arms.  At 
present  it  will  not  do  to  send  the  arms  of  the  free  to  the  various 
Lieutenants^  the  faces  of  whom  we  see  not,  and  their  habitations  of  late 
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changeable,  did  only  one  from  eaoli  Oonnty,  whence  varion«  Chflses 
have  issued^  attend  the  Gamp,  many  substitates  might  be  retained 
that  now  go  off.  Some  others  also  when  free  say  if  they  had  a 
months  pay  they  would  "stay  longer.  Indeed,  at  a  crisis  like  the 
present  every  essential  of  the  army  shou'd  be  present  with  it.  I  have 
this  day  ordered  for  Reading  a  number  of  insufficient  arms,  expecting 
there  may  be  an  armorer  there^  and  shall  carry  on  those  fit  for  use 
to  arm  the  men  at  Allentown. 

I  can  give  you  but  a  faint  idea  of  our  many  perplexities,  among 
which  is  the  villianons  practice  of  thieving  Guns,  Gunlocks,  ammu- 
nition, more  especially  on  hasty  and  night  movements,  which  I  could 
not  have  imagined  the  Militia  capable  of.  Ooll.  Bull  is  now  in  &  a 
return  will  go  with  this  letter  whereby  you  will  see  how  far  short  we 
arc,  and  this  morning  the  General  has  pressed  me  to  hold  fast  &  call 
forward  all  I  possibly  can  for  the  field,  whereby  together  with  various 
other  marks  I  am  persuaded  he  has  another  effort  near  in  view. 
Happy  shall  we  be  if  well  carried  through  the  third  general  engage- 
ment. The  Enemy  are  at  work  at  Jermantown — His  a  Btrong  nl- 
liage,  streets,  &  sundry  houses  J^  dare  say  will  be  Barricaded,  also  at 
Philad*,  where  canon  are  fixed  in  various  places.  I  think  they  will 
also  throw  a  Bridge  of  some  sort  over  Grey's  Ferry,  not  only  to  main- 
tain  a  communication  with,  but  secure  a  retreat  to  their  shiping.  Hard 
it  is  to  concert  the  next  mode  of  attack.  God  only  can  open  the  doors 
of  access.  It  is  said  as  soon  as  Howe  has  fortifiea  he  is  to  seek  us  in 
the  field,  to  which  we  have  no  objection.  Seldome  was  victory  tuore 
nearly  won,  nor  strangely  lost,  as  on  Saturday  last  They  are  how- 
ever severely  chastised.  Meeting  houses  near  the  hill,  the  Hospital 
&  other  places  crowded  with  their  wounded  &  perhaps  some  of  ours. 
Gen*  Agnew  killed.  Sir  W*  Erskin  &  Grant  wounded,  tho'  that  of 
Erskin  not  yet  so  fully  ascertained.  They  iiave  evacuated  Billingii- 
port,  which  may  be  considered  either  as  a  mark  of  their  ex|pecting  aa 
early  vbit  from  us,  or  intention  to  pay  one.  Yesterday  m  council 
four  hundred  Continental  troops  were  ordered  for  Bed  Bank  in  order 
to  succour  our  shiping  &  Fort  Island,  as  well  as  prevent  the  Enemy 
taking  possession  of  it.  Whether  the  General  will  countermand 
the  detatchment  on  since  hearing  the  evacuation  of  Billingsport  I 
canH  say.  We  lost  great  part  of  yesterday  with  a  deputation  of 
Quakers  from  their  yearly  meeting — ^Wall,  Emlen,  Jossua  Morris  A 
two  others  declaring  their  own  &  the  innocence  of  their  Body,  desir* 
ing  prejudices  ags*  them  might  be  removed  as  a  Society,  scdring  in 
the  world  only  peace,  truth  &  righteousness,  with  equal  love  to  all 
men  &c.  And  asking,  in  a  dark  manner,  his  aid  for  their  brethring 
in  exile,  &c.  The  General  was  for  sending  them  to  you  &  to  Goa- 
gross  who  had  banished  their  firiends,  they  then  retracted  that  part 
of  their  embassy  respecting  the  banished  friends,  said  that  rather  lay 
with  their  Committee  of  Sufferings.  The  General  gave  them  their 
dinner  &  ordered  them  only  to  do  penance  a  few  days  at  Potts  until 
their  beards  are  grown,  for  which  they  seemed  very  thankful. 
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Fm  afraid  by  mistake  I  have  senfe  you  a  letter  for  General  Oatev, 
if  80  please  to  forward  it  thro'  the  channel  of  Congress  or  otherwise. 
I  am  Sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Y'  most  obed*  humb*«  Serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
On  the  publict  service. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency;  Thomas  Whaiton^  President  of  tbe  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

By  an  officer^  By  Mr.  Patrick  Linch. 


"Extracts   of  a  Letter  prom  a   Gentleman   oe 
Character*  to  a  Member  op  Congress." 

Albany,  9*^  Oct',  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

''  Two  or  three  Days  past  have  produced  very  importhant  Events 
in  this  department.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  7'^,  an  action  com- 
menced about  3  o'clock  between  the  Pickets  of  the  two  Armies, 
which  being  reinforced  on  each  side  was  continued  till  it  drew  out 
the  whole  of  Major  Gen'l  Arnolds  Division  on  our  left,  and  part  of 
Oen'l  Lincoln's  Division.    The  contest  was  warm,  k  continued  with 
obstinacy  on  both  sides  until  Evening,  when  our  Troops  gained  the 
advanced  lines  of  the  Enemy  on  the  Right ;  these  lines  and  other 
works  forming  an  Extent  of  about  half  a  mile,  our  people  entered 
and  kept  encamping  on  the  ground  all  night.     Here  they  found 
themselves  possessed  of  about  330  Tents  with  Kettles  of  com  boiling 
—nine  brass  Cannon  from  6  to  12  pounders,  ft  200  prisoners— -the 
dead  were  numerous )  wo  also  seized  the  Baggage  k  Plunder  of  the 
Flying  Enemy.    Among  the  prboners^re  Sir  Francis  Carr  Olark, 
Aid  du  Camp  to  Gen^  Burgoyne — a  quarter  master  Gen^  said  to  be 
a  iJarletofn ;  Maj'  Ackland,  Maj'  Williams  of  Artillery,  and  several 
oibers  of  Distinction.    It  was  expected  the  action  would  be  renewed 
next  Morning.  A  Cannonade  indeed  began,  but  it  produced  noting 
jkuiterial.     We  regret  that  in  the  action  of  the  7^  Instant  Maj''  Gen^ 
Arnold  received  a  dangerous  Wound  in  the  Leg.     Next  morning 
Mig^  G^n^  Linooin  was  also  wounded  near  the  same  plaoe  k  manner 
*-*w6  heard  they  must  loose  a  leg  each.    Besides  these  accidents  our 
Troops  Buffered  littie^^-they  behaved  with  great  Bravery  and  Intre* 
]£dity,  and  have  a  seooiid  time  triumphed  over  the  valour  of  Yeteran 
TroopB.     The  Csnnmiade  of  yesteraay  proves  now  to  have  been 
kept  up  as  a  cover  to  the  enem/s  preparation  for  a  retreat,  which 

*  These  words  are  written  over  the  name  of  the  writer,  tbrough  trhich  a 
pen  was  drawn,  (perhaps  for  pablication  at  the  timoy  or  done  at  a  later 
period.)     It  was  <*  Jonathan  Tmmbnll,  Jimr.,  Eeqr." 

28* 


658  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHITES  1777. 

was  begun  last  niglit  abovt  11  (/dock,  tliej  Iiaviiig  inprored  jesler- 
daj  in  loadiog  their  Baggage  WaggonSy  fte.,  and  in  sending  off  what 
they  conld.  General  Gates,  however,  was  not  deoeived  by  appear- 
ances, bnt  suspecting  their  design,  dispatched  yesterday  two  Parties 
to  go  round  on  their  Bear,  and  this  Day  two  Brigades  are  in  pursuit 
of  the  Fiying  Army.  It  is  said  that  a  Body  of  men  from  ^e 
Eastward  is  ahn^y  arrived  at  Fort  Edward.  I  have  great  hopes 
that  their  Betreat  will  be  greatly  impeded  &  harassed,  if  not  entirely 
cut  off.  They  left  us  (it  is  said)  about  800  men,  sick  k  wounded 
in  their  Hospitals.  Our  Army  is  on  the  ground  of  the  Enemies 
late  Camp.  Thus  Providence  is  lowering  the  Pride  of  haughty 
Brittun.  May  he  compleat  his  over  throw  in  this  Country,  and 
give  us  hearts  filled  with  true  gratitude  for  these  signal  Favors. 

Our  Joy  is  damped  by  the  News  of  the  Enemy  being  in  posses- 
sion of  Fort  Montgomery  on  the  Biver  below  us.  This  aooount  we 
received  yesterday.  Thus  providence  io  Chequering  the  Scene  for 
wise  purposes  undoubtedly,  altho'  to  us  intricate  and  dark. 

Postscript  of  the  10^  Oct',  in  the  Morning. 

Yesterday  was  a  very  bad  day  for  Pursuit  of  the  Flying  Army, 
being  rainy  and  very  wett  Some  articles  of  value  were  found  since.* 
Desertion  prevails  in  great  degree  from  the  Enemies  Camp. 


Daniel  Bobsbdbau  to  Pbesibent  Whabtoit,  1777. 

York  Town,  Oct'  10«,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  this  date,  and  with  eoneem  I 
find  the  alarm  taken  by  the  State  at  the  hint  thrown  out  respecting 
the  calling  of  the  Convention  in  a  few  hasty  lines,  the  produotioa 
of  a  very  few  minutes  while  the  Express  waited.  As  my  time  is  too 
much  engrossed  to  take  Copies  of  my  Letters  I  cannot  recur  to  what 
I  wrote,  but  I  meant  only  to  convey  this  Idea  that  some  real  Friends 
of  our  State  Members  of  Congress  were  of  Opinion  that  the  salva- 
tion of  the  State  depended  on  calling  of  a  Convention,  which  was 
construed  by  Council  and  Assembly,  as  appears  from  a  Letter  I  am 
honored  with  from  the  Speaker,  confirmed  by  the  Attorney  Greneral, 
into  a  serious  Intention  in  Congress  of  interfering  in  the  internal 
Police  of  our  State,  so  fiir  at  least  as  to  influence  into  the  measures 
in  Question,  whereas  it  arose  in  a  tete  a-tete  betwixt  some,  as  I 
have  already  said,  real  Friends  and  myself,  nor  will  you  be  surprised 
with  the  sentiment  when  you  are  acquainted  with  the  motives.  It 
was  pnblickly  and  confidently  said  in  and  out  of  Congress,  that  a 

*  A  paragraph  is  here  erased  in  the  same  maimer,  though  plainly  1^. 
hie  ;-*<«  tie  a  great  misfortane  to  as  at  this  time,  that  General  Arnold  is 
wounded,  his  aotivity  and  rigor  will  be  mooh  needed  in  the  pvrsuit."  •*  A 
tmeoopy,  Dabul  RoBnanaAU." 
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Q«oron  of  tlie  Legidatiire  ooald  not  be  got  together.  And  ai  tlio 
neoessity  of  tlie  iimeB  required  the  mof  t  Tigoroue  fkieaearesy  and  the 
ieasoo  for  taking  the  senae  of  the  people  for  or  against  a  Convention 
was  at  handy  their  voioe  in  Convention  to  laj  down  a  ajatem  to  be 
•xecated  by  Committees  of  that  Body,  diapere'd  thro'  the  State,  wae 
thought  the  beat  sucoedanenm  for  the  want  of  an  eatabliahed  Legia* 
latoroi  and  anch  Lawa  competent  to  the  emergenoy  of  the  timeii 
whieh  were  not  provided.  That  these  Exertions  were  neeeesaiy  to 
the  Salvation  of  the  State,  and  its  safety  and  liberty  would  be  pro* 
vided  for  better  than  by  the  interferenoe  of  Congress,  until  snoh 
Convention  had  appointed  a  Legislative  Body.  This  was  thonghl 
the  best  Expedient  for  these  Keasons,  and  might  prove  a  healing 
meaauie  to  oar  nnhappy  Divisions.  A  mistake  of  the  day  of  Election 
and  that  the  Constitution  had  appointed  the  first  Tuesday  of  this 
present  month,  which  I  could  not  contradict  (as  in  the  hurry  of  re- 
moving my  Copy  containing  the  Constitution,  was  mislaid)  influenced 
to  the  hint  oflfered  you  as  above,  for  in  this  place  there  was  not  the 
least  appearance  of  an  Election,  from  whence  it  was  judged  that  the 
people  were  in  such  a  maze  that  the  day  of  Election  had  throughout 
the  State  elapsed  irrevocably  (nor  could  I  satisfy  Enquirers  on 
this  head),  or  at  best,  that  a  partial  election  would  obtain,  and  our 
Country  continue  to  suffer  through  want  of  exertion^  Thus  was  I 
distracted  until  Dr.  Ewing  informed  me  that  the  Assembly  and 
Council  were  preparing  the  most  salutary  laws,  of  which  I  am  more 
fully  convinced  by  the  specimen  of  one  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr. 
Sergeant,  which  rejoiced  my  heart,  and  is  a  full  proof  that  under 
my  apprehensions,  there  was  no  other  way  of  supplying  the  very 
powers  given  but  by  a  Convention.  I  heartily  congratulate  you  on 
the  concurring  providences  which  enliven  the  prospects  of  publick 
affairs.  '  I  am  very  respectfully, 

D'  Sir,  y  most  ob* 

and  very  hum*  serv*, 

DANIEL  BOBEBDEAU. 
JDireciedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun%  Esquire,  Preaident 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster* 

favoxed  by  Mr.  Sergeant. 


Timothy  Matlack  to  Thomas  Painb,  1777. 

Lancaster,  October  10, 1777.' 
Sir^ 

The  Hon'ble  house  of  As'y  have  proposed  ft  Council  have  adopted 
a  plan  of  obtaining  a  more  regular  and  constant  intelligenee  of  th^ 
prooeeding  of  Oen.  Washington's  army  than  has  hitherto  been  had. 
wery  one  agrees  that  you  are  Uie  proper  peison  for  this  pnrpoa^ 
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And  I  am  direotod  by  his  Etafj,  the  pt^^  to  write  to  y<m  bereon,  («Im 
Prs'  being  engaged  in  writing  to  the  Gen',  and  the  Ezprefls  in  waiting.) 

The  Aaeembly  have  agreed  to  make  yea  a  reasonable  oompensation 
fbr  yonr  serrioes  in  this  bosinesS;  if  you  think  proper  to  engage  in  il, 
Whioh  I  hope  yon  will ;  as  it  is  a  duty  of  importanee  that  there  are 
few,  however  well  disposed,  who  are  capable  of  doing  it  in  a  manner 
that  will  answer  all  the  intentions  of  it — ^perhaps  a  oorrespondenoe 
of  this  kind  may  be  the  fairest  opportunity  of  giving  to  Gouoeil  some 
important  hints,  that  may  occur  to  you  on  interesting  subjeots. 

Proper  expresses  will  be  engaged  in  this  business.  If  the  Ezpresaes 
which  pass  from  head  quarters  to  Congress  can  be  made  use  of  so 
much  the  better; — of  this  you  must  judge. 

t  expect  M'  Rittenhouse  will  send  you  a  oopy  of  the  Testimony 
of  the  late  Y.  M.  by  this  opp'y,  if  time  will  admit  it  to  be  copied— 
'tis  a  poor  thing. 

Yours, 

&c., 

T.  M. 
J)trec(€d, 

To  T.  Paine, 


SbCRBTART  MaTLACK  to  Sub  LlEUTSNAirrS  of    PfilLABBIr 

PHiA  County,  1777. 

Lancaster,  10  October  1777. 
Sir, 

In  the  present  distracted  condition  of  this  State,  the  annual  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  in  some  Counties  will  probably  be  irregular 
k  brokra ;  und  in  the  City,  prevented  for  the  present  in  this  eircum- 
stance,  it  behoves  those  whose  case  may  be  less  embarrased,  not  to  treat 
remissly,  much  less  to  neglect,  so  important  a  duty,  as  that  of  pre- 
serving the  succession  of  the  legislative  body ;  and  tho'  great  de- 
pendence is  justly  layed  on  the  zeal  £  attention  of  the  good  people 
of  your  County,  yet  Council  think  it  not  amiss  to  stir  up  some  of 
them,  &  you,  Sir,  in  particular,  to  assist  &  animate  the  Electors  to  a 
proper  conduct  on  this  important  occasion,  in  the  choice  of  Assembly- 
men, &  County  officers.  Their  knowledge  of  your  public  spirit  & 
patriotism  induces  Council  to  direct  the  present  Letter;  hoping  thtkt 
yohr  Candor  &  good  sense  will  suggest  an  apology  for  this  aeemkg 
interfoience  in  the  Representative  Election. 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  some  use  to  add,  that  the  want  of  regulav 
Iiupeotors,  oir  other  cautionary  circumstances,  dependiog  on  Coiia(»- 
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bies  &  obhera,  onglit  not  to  be  ooniinidd  to  make  void  the  right  of 
Electors  to  an  essential  privilege. 
I  aod;  Sir, 

^  Your  most  obedient  hum.  Sen*, 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  oounty  of  Philadelphia — or  any 
of  them. 


Archibald  McClean  to  Vice  P&esident  Bryan,  1777. 

York,  October  11*%  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  this  Time  of  Confusion,  Oalamity  and  Distress,  and  possessed 
of  an  Heart,  willing  to  do  and  perform  eVery  Thins  within  my  Power 
as  well  to  further  the  General  Cause  as  establish  Order  amongst  oui^ 
selves,  I  must  look  to  you  for  Directions  in  what  manner  to  proceed 
in  the  Line  to  which  I  am  appointed  by  your  Honourable  Boards 
and  I  am  thus  obliged  to  make  application  to  you  from  Necessity, 
having  no  One  Gentleman  of  the  Law  here,  that  I  can  put  Confidence 
in )  all  those  who  are  now  here  with  Congress  being  engaged  in  tbeif 
ownrvarious  Departments,  and  I  believe  are  for  the  most  part  entirely 
in  opposition  to  the  present  Frame  of  Government  being  ever  carried 
into  Execution. 

-  M'  Smith  of  this  Place,  hath  been  abroad  on  acoj*  of  his  Health  ^ese 
three  months  past,  and  it  is  intirely  uncertain  when  he  will  return 
again,  otherwise  I  could  have  had  direction  from  him,  communicated 
with  Fidelity  and  Chearfulness. 

The  affairs  of  this  County  are  in  a  deplorable  and  most  discour^ 
aging  Situation.  The  Test  Act,  as  it  is  Called,  instead  of  irtrengf h^ 
ening  us,  hath,  in  my  opinion,  weaked  us  vefy  much ;  not  one  fourth 
part  of  the  Inhabitants  hath,  or  will  take  it;  nay,  they  spurn  at  it, 
yet  say  they  are  Friendly  to  the  Cause  in  General ;  I  am  some 
Tidies  inclined  to  think  that  had  the  abjuration  been  emitted,  il 
would  have  had  a  good  Effect  and  had  better  Countenance ;  but 
under  our  present  Gloom  it  is  discouraged.  The  Election  is  approach- 
ing near,  and  no  proper  steps  are  taking  for  the  holding  of  one.— 
The  Sheriff,  after  being  qualified,  returned  home,  about  80  miles 
distant,  and  hath  set  nothing  on  foot  as  I  am  informed,  for  the 
holding  thereof;  indeed,  even  the  Election  of  Inapeotors,  which  ought 
to  have  been  held  upon  this  Day,  is  not  advertised  nor  attended  to ; 
we  have  no  Constames  who  will  take  the  Oath  to  qualify  them  to 
serve— and  if  an  Election  should  be  held  in  some  sdrt,  I  am  Certain 
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ihat  it  will  be  held  by  less  tben  one  fifth  of  the  Inhabitanta.  All 
the  PriDcipal  Men  of  the  Gountj  hsag  back,  aad  do  nothioff  except 
ezolaimiDg  against  the  Frame  of  Government.  Under  all  these 
disoouragementSy  with  what  Heart  can  a  few  raw  and  unexperienced 
Persons  proceed  to  the  organizing  and  setting  on  Foot  Government 
amongst  a  People  who  seem  as  if  the  Chose  to  live  without  having 
any  Order  Established  amongst  them  ?  The  Court  is  also  approach- 
ing^ and  I  am  at  a  stand  what  Measures  shall  be  pursued  in  respect 
of  it|  bj  Reason  of  mj  inexperience,  and  having  no  Person  from 
whom  to  receive  directions,  or  whether  it  will  be  prudent,  under  our 
present  unfortunate  Situation  to  open  it  or  not^  I  submit  to  the 
Council. 

Fnder  this  view  of  affairs  I  would  humbly  presume  to  beg  the  Direc- 
tions of  Council; — ^In  the  first  Place,  whether  we  shall  take  upon  us  to 
open  the  ensuing  Court? — ^If  so,  we  are  unprepared  with  Respect  to 
Constables^ — Whether  a  precept  must  first  be  issued  for  that  Purpose  ? 
If  that  be  necessary  I  would  beg  the  Favour  of  a  Form  thereof,  as  I 
am  a  stranger  thereto }  Or  whether,  under  the  present  Circumstance 
ef  the  State  being  actually  invaded,  the  Council  would  not  think  it 
prudent  to  dispense  with  the  opening  the  Court  for  this  ensuing 
Term,  as  if  it  should  open.  Writs  will  then  be  grantable,  and  I  do 
Ao  know  the  Magistrate  who  would  choose  they  should  be  tested  in 
Ids  Name ; — and  further  especially  as  our  most  experienced  Justices 
aie  now  abroad  with  the  Militia. 

If  the  Council  should  advise;  and  direct  the  opening  of  the  Court, 
I  would  then  humbly  Crave  that  Col.  Morris,  or  some  other  Gentle- 
man of  the  Law  may  be  requested  to  attend  it,  in  Order  that  it  may  be 
done  regularly,  and  a  propsr  dignity  carried  with  and  stamped  upon 
it — and  that  they  be  here  on  the  Monday  proceeding,  in  Order  that 
Hattem  tnay  be  fully  prepared }  as  I  would  Request  to  be  indulged 
only  to  act  as  a  spectator,  the  first  Court,  and  to  learn  Experience 
therefrom. 

In  the  mean  Time  I  would  (after  acknowledging  all  past  Favours 
of  this  kind)  bximbly  entreat  your  Favour  to  write  me  by  the  most 
early  Opportunity,  in  Respect  to  these  Matters,  as  I  may  perhaps 
reoeive  some  Consolation  therefrom,  and  the  Rather,  as  I  am  much 
damped  with  the  Perverseness  of  Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thia 
County,  whose  Experienoe  and  Influence  would,  with  proper  Exe> 
lions^  have  rendered  me  much  more  happy  in  my  present  Station. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

your  already  obliged 

humble  Sbrvanf^ 

ARCH*  MoOLEAN. 

The  Honble.  George  Bryan,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  really  doubt  the  Test  Law  will  produce  bad  Effects,  as 
great  Numbers  who  say  they  are  well  affected  to  the  General  Cauae^ 
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an  diaaffeeted  therewiifa,  and  their  Oondnet  doth  mi&eh  haiden  oar 
proferaed  £nemie8-4ind  it  rendering  the  Number  of  Bleetors  to  be  eo 
very  few.  Government  will  be  thereby  weakened,  and  all  offices  being 
thrown  amongst  a  Party  thro'  the  Conduct  of  the  Disaffected,  doth 
CTeatly  alarkn  some  well  wisherS;  both  to  the  General  Ganse  and  to 
Government. 

A.  M.  C. 


Col.  BaADFOAB  &  Comm's  Hazelwood  to  Pbbs't  Whabton, 

1777. 

Fort  Mifflin,  October  11%  1777. 
Sir, 

My  last  imform'd  you  that  the  enemy  had  erected  a  battery  at 
the  mouth  of  Schuylkill. 

Last  night  a  party  of  above  one  hundred  Men  got  over  at  WebliB 
ferry  and  threw  up  a  redoubt  within  two  muskets  shot  of  us,  (yppo« 
site  the  block  house — ^as  soon  as  discovered  the  Commodore  ordered 
three  Oallies  to  attack  the  redoubt,  also  one  of  the  floating  batteries 
to  play  on  it,  which  they  did  so  warmly  that  the  Bnemy  dar'd  not 
to  fire  one  shot. 

After  about  two  hours  the  Enemy  held  out  a  flag,  and  the  Sol* 
diers  appeared  on  the  bank  with  their  muskets  dobed.  The  Commo- 
dore  and  myself  with  several  boats  went  off  to  take  the  prisoners  on 
board  when  we  had  got  about  fifty  of  them  in  the  boats. 

Colonel  Smith  who  was  in  the  block  house  seeing  some  others 
coming  from  the  house  of  Adam  Guyer,  imprudently  fired  two  shot 
at  them  which  caus'd  the  rest  of  those  who  had  surrender'd  to  roa 
off,  and  took  possession  of  their  battery  again  and  fir'd  on  us,  so 
that  by  one  Imprudent  step  we  lost  one  half  of  our  prisoners  and 
the  Cannon  which  they  had  in  the  redoubt,  and  must  now  fight  for 
it  again.  The  Enemy  lays  so  near  the  Clrevaux  de  friieat  Biliinga- 
port  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  sink  the  Ship  I  mentioned  in  my 
last,  and  indeed  we  have  hardly  had  time,  for  the  whole  defence  of 
this  Fort  against  the  Enemy  who  are  landed  depends  on  the  Fleet 
and  not  much  on  the  troops  in  it.  The  Prisoners  taken  are  one 
Lieutelkiant,  One  Ensign  &  56  Privates,  which  were  immediately 
sent  over  to  Red  Bank  and  are  forwarded  to  Haddonfield.  Those 
that  remain  on  board  the  Fleet  seem  now  to  be  staunch  and  no 
Desertions  since  my  last.  These  different  affairs  reduce  our  Ammu- 
nition very  much,  I  have  sent  up  to  Trenton  for  some  which  I  hope 
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irill  soon  mrriye.    The  Ckmnnodore  &  Gap*  Robeioii  of  Che  Ooiituieii« 
tel  Fleet  joio  most  heartily  in  all  their  meaBorei. 

I  am^  Sir^ 

Tour  most  H'ble  Serv't, 
W-.  BRADFORD, 
JOHN  HA2BLW00D. 
Directedf 
On  Pablic  Service. 

To  His  Exoellency  Tho's  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  at  Lanoaster. 


Sup.  Exec,  Council  to  Oenl.  Washington,  1777. 

Phikdelphia,  12«*  Sep',  1777. 
Sir, 

Gonncil  have  strong  apprehensions  that  Qeneral  Howe  may  take 
the  shortest  road  to  cross  over  the  Schuylkill,  called  the  Swedes' 
Ford.  Below  this  pass,  which  is  about  17  miles  to  the  northwest  of 
the  Olty,  there  is  no  ford  equally  good,  or  tollerably  praotioable. 

Some  Canqon,  12  "pounders,  will  he  sent  thither,  k  orders  wore 
issued  yesterday  for  great  part  of  the  militia  of  Philadelphia'^  Bucks 
Counties  to  assemble  at  the  Swedes'  Ford  &  other  places  on  the 
banks  of  that  River.     Measures  are  also  taking  to  brins  the  Towns- 

Cople  to  do  the  like,  &  to  watch  the  lower  parts.    Parties  have 
BU  employed  to  collect  the  Boats,  attend  the  removal  of  the  bridge, 
&  the  driving  off  the  cattle. 

But  these  precautions  ought  not  to  be  depended  on.  The  want 
of  arms  for  the  people  at  large  is  great,  &  seems  remediless.  Many 
discouraged  by  present  circumstances  will  be  backward,  whilst 
others  will  act  feebly. 

In  the  mean  time  Council  view  the  unguarded  condition  of  Hke 
Hirorks  on  the  Delaware  with  concern,  as  they  are  not  provided  with 
means  to  reinforce  them, 
lam 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Y'  Ezoell'*  most  obed«, 

&  very  homUe  eervant. 
XHreciedf 
To  His  Excell'  Gen.  Washington. 
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BiCHARD  HbNRY  LbB  TO  SUPRBMB  EXBC.   COUNCIL,  1777. 

PhUadelphia,  Ooiote  12%  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  of  Franee  baving  applied  to  the  Marine  Committee 
for  a  Pilot  to  bring  the  frigate  Cbimere  above  the  Chiveanz  de 
Frise,  for  the  doable  purpose  of  rendering  the  ship  safe  from  the 
enterprises  of  the  enemy,  and  that  she  may  be  so  situated  as  to 
coyer  the  passiige  of  the  Frize,  and  assist  in  the  defence  of  the 
river.  The  Committee  having  given  directions  for  this  purpose,  find 
upon  enqniry,  that  a  Cap*  Wade,  of  the  sloop  Speedwell,  in  the  ser- 
vioe  of  this  State,  is  better  acquainted  with  the  present  state  of  the 
Cheveauz  de  Frize  than  any  person  we  can  get,  I  am,  therefore,  Sir, 
in  the  name  of  the  Marine  Committee,  to  request  that  you  and  your 
honorable  Board  will  be  pleased  to  give  directions  that  Cap*  Wade 
may  proceed  without  delay  to  the  execution  of  this  business. 
I  have  the  honor 
to  be  Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

BICHARD  HENRT  LEE, 

Chairman  M.  Committee, 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoy  The  Vice  Piesid^t  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Deposition  of  Samubl  McOrbqor,  1777. 

Pennsilvania  ss. 

On  the  15*^  day  of  October,  Anno  Domino,  1777,  before  the 
Council,  Samuel  McGregor,  of  East  Nottingham  in  Chester  County, 
Schoolmaster,  on  his  solemn  oath  on  the  holy  gospel,  deposeth  and 
saith,  that  on  Monday,  the  tliirteenth  Instant,  about  day-break,  this 
deponent  was  near  JBrandy-wine  Manor  Meeting  house,  in  West* 
Kantmell,  Chester  County,  connected  with  a  party  of  militia,  &  went 
to  the  dwelling  of  Isaac  Green,  about  two  miles  Eastward  of  said 
Meeting  house,  &  that  this  deponeiit  there  personating  a  Light  horse 
eoldier  of  the  army  of  General  How,  &  applying  to  said  Isaac  for 
information  &  direction  concerning  the  abode  of  Major  Culbertson  of 
the  Militia *of  said  County,  who  this  deponent  seemed  to  be  desirous 
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to  aeite,  sajiiig  that  he  wts  on  the  King's  errand,  not  bis  own ;  that 
thereapon  the  said  Isaac  after  some  hesitation  &  caution,  acoompanied 
this  deponent  and  Captain  John  Gardiner,  who  had  been  hard  bj 
during  the  oonversation  aforesaid  between  said  Isaac  &  this  deponenty 
from  said  Isaac's  house  towards  the  said  Meeting  house,  one  hm- 
dfed  yards  or  thereabouts,  that  then  addressing  himself  to  tJiis 
deponent  &  said  Gardiner,  as  light  horse  men  Aforesaid,  said  Isaao 
shewed  m  Road  whieh  parted  from  the  great  Road,  ft  gave  this 
deponent  &  the  said  Gardiner  yerr  particular  &  exact  direction 
whereby  to  find  said  Culbertson's  dwelling ;  that  then  said  Isaac 
left  said  Culbertson  &  this  deponent,  first  obserying  k  saying,  '<  We 
lire  here  among  troublesome  people  ,*"  to  which  Captain  Gardiner, 
oonnterfeiting  Sie  yoioe  &  accent  of  a  Scots-man,  replied,  "  in  a  few 
days  now,  we  will  restore  you  to  your  wonted  liberty,"— &  said  laaae 
Green  answered,  *^  I  hope  in  God  you  will.  Gentlemen.'^  That  the 
party  of  Militia  aforesaid,  or  some  of  them,  then  coming  up,  was  the 
reason  why  this  deponent  &  said  Culbertson  left  said  Isaac  Green. 

That  in  the  Course  of  the  Conversation  between  said  Isaao  &  this 
deponent,  as  aforesaid,  said  Isaac  told  this  deponent  that  there  were 
above  one  hundred  Militia  at  said  Meeting  house,  but  that  they  had 
not  more  than  thirty  Guns,  &  no  ammunition,  &  that  CapUdn  Gardi- 
ner thereupon  said,  *'  when  we  have  taken  Major  Culbertson  we  will 
disporse  them/'  or  words  to  that  effect.  , 

SAML.  McGREGOB. 

Sworn  in  Council. 

GEO.  BRYAN,  Vice  Presid*. 


OOL.  HUBLEY  TO  SUP.  EXBO.  COUNCIL,  1777. 

Camp,  October  13, 1777.  i 

Gent',  I 

.  I  have  nothing  New  for  you.  since  my  last  further  than  to  add,  I 

that  another  Genl.'  (Gray)  was  wounded  in  our  late  Engagement,  | 

this  beinff  the  same  Catiff  that  commanded  in  the  Night  of  our  Snr-  j 

price,  and  now  justly  suffers  for  his  Cruelty ;  In  that  Expedition  he  i 
Lad  given  positive  orders  no  Quarters  should  be  given   to    the 

Rebels  i  would  to  God  he  had  fell  in  our  Hands — ^proper  notice  by  ' 

our  Men  would  certainly  have  taken  him.  I 

We  have  positive  Accounts  of  the  number  of  the  Enemies  | 

wounded  in  the  late  Action,  which  were  carried  to  Philad%  vis.,  | 

lUOO  (killed  near  900).    We  just  received  orders  to  compleat  one  , 
Men  with  52  rounds  of  Cartridges  p'  man.    This  forbojes  an  Ex- 
pedition  soon,  I  daresay  in  a  few  days,  &  I  hope  with  the  Blessing 
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of  Providence  we  shall  be  able  to  give  you  a  good  Aoco*  of  our 
Army. 

The  Enemy  have  attacked  our  Forts  on  Delaware  Yesterday 
momiog  early  both  by  Land  &  Water;  the  Firing  was  very  heavy 
all  day  Yesterday,  &  the  Musick  began  this  Morning  again.  I  caa. 
give  you  no  Particulars  as  yet.  But  by  all  Appearanoes  the  Forts 
are  defended  very  obstinately. 

We  have  Account  after  Account  of  y«  Death  of  Gen^BurgoJne  to 
the  Northward.  A  Serjeant  Patrole  of  8  Hessian  Yagers  mounted 
on  Horse  came  out  &  were  killed  &  taken  by  a  Party  of  Men  11  in' 
number. 

I  am^  Gent^  your  humble  Serv*. 


Wm.  Buchanan  to  Pkks.  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  13th  Oct.,  1777. 
Sir, 

An  Apprehension  of  the  Rise  of  Provision  made  me  think  of 
issuing  the  enclosed  Order  to  the  Deputy  Commissary  General  of 
Purchases.  After  writing  it,  I  was  informed  bv  General  Boberdeau 
that  the  Legislature  of  your  State  had  under  their  Consideration  a 
Regulation  of  a  similar  Nature,  and  was  by  him  advised  to  oonfei; 
with  them  on  the  Sabjeot ;  But  as  the  Basiness  of  my  Department 
will  not  admit  of  my  doing  myself  the  Honoar  of  a  personal  attend- 
ance on  them,  1  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  sending  you  the  en- 
closed, and  of  begging  you  to  favour  me  with  an  Account  of  what 
your  State  has  done  in  this  Matter,  that  I  may  conform  my  orders 
therewith.  Should  your  Assembly  not  take  this  Matter  up,  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  by  your  taking  the  Trouble  of  sealing  and  forward- 
ing the  enolosed  to  Camp. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Y'  mo.  Obed«  &  Very  h'ble  Serv*,  * 

WM.  BUCHANAN,  C.  G.  of  P.' 
Directed, 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
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OoL.  BsADFosD  TO  Pbbs.  Whaktok,  1777. 

Fort  Mifflin,  October  18Ui,  1777. 

My  lagt  informed  joo  of  our  Saocesa  in  taking  56  of  the  Enemy 
Prisoners,  and  that  by  Col.  Smith's  Firing  on  a  Body  which  we 
apprehended  were  ooming  down  to  surrender,  we  lost  many  Prison- 
ers, but  we  are  since  informed  it  was  a  large  Party  coming  down  to 
rescue  those  thAt  had  surrendered,  who  were  just  arrived.  That 
afternoon  the  Gallys  and  Floating  Battery  kept  up  a  considerable 
Fire  on  the  Redoubt,  but  to  little  Effect.  Yesterday  Morning  a 
Party  of  about  150  men  were  landed  from  this  Fort  on  Province 
Island,  with  an  Intent  to  take  the  Redoubt  under  the  Fire  of  three 
Oallies  and  the  Floating  Battery  3  but  the  Number  of  the  Enemy 
were  much  more  than  was  expected,  all  under  Cover,  and  m  Party 
full  as  Many  as  we  had  on  shore  ooming  down  from  Adam  Ouyers, 
we  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  Loss  of  two  men  killed  and  five 
wounded. 

The  Enem/s  Ships  having  taken  up  one  of  the  Chevauz  de  Friae^ 
the  Commodore  went  down  last  Night  with  twQ  Chains  of  Fire 
Bafts  to  drive  them  from  that  Place,  and  a  very  heavy  Cannonade 
ensued  with  the  Roebuck,  the  Ship  that  was  sent  down,  and  eanys 
S4  Pounders,  and  two  other  Ships,  but  the  Commodore  obliged  them 
fo  quit  their  Station  and  fall  down  the  River,  and  our  Gallys  being 
afraid  to  pass  the  Chevauz  do  Frize  in  the  Night  were  obliged  to 
return.  This  Morning,  with  the  Tide  of  Flood,  the  Enemy's  Ships 
Returned  to  their  Station,  and  we  are  informed  they  have  taken  up 
another  Chevauz  de  Frize,  tho'  I  can  give  but  little  Credit  to  it. 
These  different  attacks  has  reduced  our  ammunition  very  much,  and 
unless  we  soon  get  some  I  fear  the  Consequences.  M**  Mannal 
Eyres  went  off  some  time  ago  for  some ;  have  not  yet  heard  of  him. 
Yesterday,  Mr.  James  Wharton  &  Jonathan  Penrose  was  here; 
they  went  off  and  have  promised  they  will  go  to  where  the  Ammu- 
nition is  and  send  it  down.  If  your  Excellency  will  send  off  an 
Express  an4  know  if  it  is  forwarded  it  will  be  of  real  Service.  The 
Enemy  are  throwing  up  Works  in  many  Places  in  the  Meadows, 
lam 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  H"«  Serv*, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Ezcellency  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
of  Pensylvania,  Lancaster. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Gsnbral  Washington,  177T. 

Oct.  18, 1777. 

It  givea  mo  pain  to  repeat  so  often  the  wants  of  the  anny,  ft 
nothing  would  induce  me  to  it  but  the  moet  urgent  necessity. 
ETcry  mode  hitherto  adopted  for  supplying  them  has  proved  inade- 
quate, notwithstanding  my  best  endeayours  to  make  the  most  of  the 
me^s  which  have  been  in  my  power.  The  inclosed  return  will 
shew  how  great  our  deficiency  is  in  the  most  essential  articles. 
What  new  expedient  Oongress  can  devise  for  more  effectually 
answering  these  demands  I  know  not,  persuaded  as  I  am,  that  their 
closest  attention  has  not  been  wanting  to  a  matter  of  so  great  impor- 
tance: But  oiroumstanced  as  we  are,  I  am  under  an  absolute 
necessity  of  troubling  them,  that  if  any  new  source  can  be  opened 
for  alleviating  our  distresses,  it  may  be  embraced  fts  speedily  ajl 
poKsible.  For  'tis  impossible  that  any  army  so  unprovided  can  long 
subsist,  or  act  with  that  vigor  which  is  requisite  to  ensure  success. 

The  return  now  enolos^  is  for  troops  present  in  camp,  besides 
which  there  are  numbers  in  the  several  Hospitals  totally  destitute 
of  the  necessaries  they  require  to  fit  them  for  the  field,  ft  on  this 
account  alone  are  prevented  from  joining  their  corps.  The  recruits 
coming  in  are  in  the  same  melancholy  predicament.  I  cannot 
ascertain  with  precision  what  quantity  of  doatbing  is  at  this  time  in 
Mr.  Meases'  hands,  but  from  every  account  what  he  has  can  admin- 
ister but  a  very  partial  relief.  I  know  he  is  intirely  bai'e  of  some  of 
the  most  capital  articles  we  want. 

Extract. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  SecJy. 


Resolution  of  Congress  1777. 

In  Congress,  Oct'r  14, 1777. 

Whereas  the  British  nation  have  received  into  their  ports,  ft  con- 
demned in  their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  lawful  prize,  several  vessels 
ft  their  cargoes  belongiog  to  these  States,  which  the  masters  ft 
mariners,  in  breach  of  the  trust  ft  confidence  reposed  in  them,  have 
betrayed  ft  delivered  to  the  officers  of  the  British  crown, 
Besolved  therefore. 

That  any  vessel  or  cargo,  the  property  of  any  British  subject,  not 
an  inhabitant  of  Bermuda,  or  of  any  of  the  Bahama  islands,  brought 
into  any  of  the  ports  or  harbours  of  any  of  these  United  States  by 
the  master  or  mariner,  shall  be  adjudged  lawful  prize,  ft  divided 
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among  tho  oaptora  in  the  same  proportion^  as  if  taken  by  any  oonti- 
neatal  yeasels  of  war, 

Extract  from  the  minateSi 

.  CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'j. 


Daniel  Roberdbau  to  Pbksidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Oot'r  14th,  1777. 
J>^  Sir, 

'  Tour  Letter  for  Gen.  (Htes  waits  an  express,  which  I  expect  will 
go  for  the  Northern  Department  in  a  day  or  two.  The  late  act  ap- 
pointing a  council  of  Safety*  is  flattering  to  my  expectations  as  the 
immediate  vigoreus  exertions  of  that  Board,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Board  of  War  here,  which  is  ordered  to  correspond  with  the  former 
and  with  their  assistance  to  procure  Shoes,  Stockings  and  other  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  I  doubt  not  will  produce  the  most  salutary  effects. 
Gen.  Washington  writes  that  the  service  is  greatly  impeaded  for  the 
want  of  these  articles,  that  great  numbers  of  men  are  detained  in  the 
Hospitals,  for  no  other  reason  but  that  they  are  bare  footed,  besides 
the  necessities  of  the  troops  in  the  field.  Shall  this  be  permitted 
when  our  worst  enemies  the  Tories  are  abundantly  supplied,  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  look  to  this  quarter  and  that  our  avowed  Enemies', 
through  the  tract  the  enemy  passed,  and  universally  through  the 
States  should  spare  of  their  superfluities  at  least?  and  if  either  lack, 
should  it  be  our  army  on  which  under  God,  our  lives,  liberties,  & 
fortunes  depend?  Mr.  Henry  informs  that  greater  quantieies  of 
leather  is  at  Lancaster  ever  known,  great  quantities,  I  am  informed 
is  also  here,  from  Mr.  Henry's  account  as  well  as  by  information 
from  a  principle  hand  here,  the  Tanners  are  willing  to  part  with  their 
Leather  for  green  hides.  The  board  of  war  has  informed  me  they 
will  order  green  hides  for  Leather,  and  have  promised  to  write  you 
on  the  subject,  but  if  it  should  be  omitted  through  hurry,  let  this 
information  assure  you  of  the  fact,  as  deUis  may  prove  dangerous, 
therefore  I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  take  the  Leather  at 
Lancaster,  and  to  do  the  same  here  and  elsewhere,  I  would  have  you 
aware  that  it  is  expected  yoh  will  take  the  lead  as  it  wonld  be  an 
interference  w^  the  internal  policy  to  do  otherwise.  I  mention  this 
to  remove  former  suspicions  and  that  you  may  expect  no  other  than 
a  constant  Correspondence,  and  such  good  offices  as  the  Board  of 
War  can  render.  With  submission  I  think  a  number  of  ihoemaken 
should  be  immediately  emploied  and  registerod  as  the  aervaats  to 

*  See  Vol  IV.  p.  686,  792,  also  tho  proclamaUon  of  it,  Col.  Bee.  VoL 
XI.  p.  S25. 
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the  publicV^  and  that  what  you  do  should  b«  oommunlcated  to  the 
Boanl  of  War,  and  bo  vice  versa,  that  you  may  not  anduely  depend 
on  eon  the  other.  It  is  reoommended  that  in  your  dealings,  you  give 
certificates,  I  am  told  by  one  of  the  officers  or  the  state  that  Col.  M* 
Callester  of  a  larger  number  of  shoes,  some  concealed  in  his  bed 
Chamber,  has  delivered  but  a  trifling  quantity,  I  mean  to  say  that 
the^  Qentleman  in  whom  the  state  has  the  fullest  dependance  gave 
information  of  the  shoes,  and  that  the  Board  of  War  say  oompari- 
tively  few  has  been  delivered.  The  horrid  scene  of  extortion  here 
IB  shocking,  batter  has  got  to  lOs,  ^  fb,  Eggs,  2s.  ^  dozen,  and  other 
articles  in  proportion,  is  there  no  way  to  put  a  stop  to  these  enormia 
ties,  I  am  not  to  direct  to  the  immediate  steps  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  by  the  Board  of  Safety,  but  I  am  hold  to  say  no  such 
effectual  measures  can  be  devised  as  the  strictest  economy,  opening 
the  Courts  of  Justice  and  a  heavy  taxation,  these  will  be  more  effectual 
than  an  army  with  Banners,  as  the  Depreciation  of  our  Currency  is 
more  to  be  dreaded,  at  present  the  people  have  no  manner  of  use  for 
moaeyi  but  as  soon  as  found  necessary  f<»  Taxes  Court  Fees,  &c.,  it 
will  recover  the  credit  of  our  money,  yesterday  we  are  informed  from 
Massachusets  that  they  have  laid  on  a  second  Tax,  the  first  for  one 
hundred  &  five  thousand  pounds  and  the  latter  for  three  hundred  & 
fifty  thousand  at  tho  rate  of  6s.  to  a  Dollar.  This  seems  an  incredi- 
ble burthen,  but  we  are  told  tho  people  cry  out  for  heavy  taxes  well 
knowing  that  the  money  that  remains  in  their  pockets  is  of  .more 
value  than  the, whole  would  be.  Besides  it  shqws  their  wisdom  as 
the  earliest  Taxes  will  be  most  easily  paid,  on  account  of  the  great 
quantities  of  circulating  cash.  Fort  Montgomery  is  taken,  but  Z 
trust  by  the  exertions  of  Gen.  Gates  and  his  army  and  the  aid  which- 
I  make  no  doubt  will  pour  in  to  Peeks  Rill,  affairs  will  yet  go  well 
to  tbe  Northward,  and  may  we  not  hope  God  will  bless  our  arms  in 
this  state.  The  mention  of  the  state  is  enough  to  raise  a  blush  for 
xny  Country.  Can  no  way  be  devised  to  animate  and  call  to  our 
assistance  the  back  Inhabitants.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  Indian 
affairs  both  North  k  South,  are  in  the  most  promising  train,  and 
Col.  Morgans  account  now  here,  is  no  way  discouraging  to  the  west- 
ward. Thro  the  medium  of  Congress  a  Rattle  trap  and  Turkeys  Tail 
was  sent  by  numerous  tribes  at  the  Southward  to  their  Brethren  to 
the  Northward,  and  Gen.  Schuyler  informs  that  140  had  joined  our 
army  and  that  many  more  were  expected,  and  what  is  more  flattering 
that  a  number  of  the  Tribe  of  St.  Francis  had  desired  protection  to 
their  families,  and  liberty  to  remove  to  Connecticut.  Some  of  the 
principal  articles  of  Consideration  have  passed,  and  I  expect  it  will 
be  finished  in  a  few  days^  knowing  this  also  is  necessary  to  our  Sal. 
vation.  I  am  obliged  to  write  you  in  this  manner  for  want  of  time 
and  having  a  miserable  instrument  in  my  hand.  I  hope  my  great 
freedom  will  be  cxcused;]as  I  have  no  other  motive  than  the  principle 
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wbioti  inflnenoes  yotir  breast.    With  most  respeotfol  regud  to  your 
Hon'ble  Board  I  am  reapeetfnlly, 
D'Sir 
Y'  moat  oVd*  & 

very  bum*  Ser?* 
DANIEL  ROBBRBEAUi 

P.  S.  I  write  with  tbe  greatest  oonfidenee  aa  well  aa  freedom,  as 
the  times  require  it.  I  endeavoared  to  obtain  an  Ellection  which 
was  held,  but  I  do  not  know  what  was  done. 

Directed. 
His  Exoelleney  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r  Esq. 


Gknbbal  Armstrong  to  Prksidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  Towamanzen,  14*^  Octobe',  1777. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  0^^  Ins^  was  sent  me  near  two  days  agoe,  but 
Mr.  Sutton,  the  Expres^  has  not  called  on  me  (but  hope  he  has  at 
least  on  Mr.  Payne),  whioh  may  be  owing  to  a  late  illness  which 
has  prevented  my  attendance  at  head  quarters  some  four  or  five  days 
»-an  obstinate  Gold  threatening  to  effect  my  breast  &  Lungs,  but  of 
which  I  am  to  day  some  what  better.  Notwithstanding  we  have 
bad  a  very  infamous  falling  off  of  tbe  Militia,  which  may  with  great 
justice  be  called  Desertion,  more  especially  at,  &  shortly  after  the 
i^attle  of  Brandiwine,  yet  at  no  time  has  their  numbers  exceeded 
2973  rank  &  file ;  according  to  our  highest  return  this  number  is 
but  of  short  duration,  so  that  the  publick  cannot  be  charged  with 
the  numbers  ordered  by  Council,  as  they  never  took  the  field.  With 
regard  to  discipline,  however  difficult  to  exercise  under  a  variety  of 
eiroumstanoes  daily  arising,  &  many  of  them  unforseen,  yet  you 
may  depend  we  have  not  been  inattentive  to  that  business,  having 
whip'd  &  cashier'd  in  several  instances.  At  this  time  I  presume  it 
is  unnecessary  to  show  the  inexpedience  of  the  Militia  law  in  regard 
to  substitutes — amongst  other  inconveniencies  'tis  grevious  to  hear 
of  £50  offered  for  two  months,  to  many  of  those  who  can  not  be 
trusted,  nor  are  some  of  them  worth  their  rations.  With  respect 
to  the  Liquors  promised  the  Militia,  Council  will  remember  that 
General  Washington  would  not  permit  the  dayly  distribution  of 
that  article  for  the  reasons  I  formerly  assigned.  The  sundry  Quar- 
termasters are  the  most  likely  persons  to  be  able  to  tdl  the  quantity 
given,  provided  they  have  kept  the  returns  from  their  several  regi- 
ments, &  these  Q'  masters  are  many  of  them  gone  home.  Untill 
the  1'*  of  Sep'  I  immagin  the  militia  had  the  quantity  every  day, 
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wUab  ligiopr  4ba  Momgdd  to  tba  St»toy  mce  Aai  tio^  cm  an: 
average,  thej  may  have  had  it  once  a  week^  &  that  of  Coyntineotal 
UMriUj  these  aro  the  best  Ideas  I  have  of  that  mattov,  bat  caa.xu^t 
depend  on  them^  bat  shall  make  what  further  eaqnirj  I  ppfisiblr 
oan.  Thia  xnonaent  your  feivoax  of  the  12^  ia  delivered  by  a  Coll. 
Clatky  &  shall  cl^taia  this  letter  for  the  enqoiry  bat  i^ow  maationed*  - 
The  pow«ni  ooqimitted  to  Coapoil,  &o.|  I  ofu»  only  say  on  the  first 
new  ia  very  necossaryy  as  some,  altho'  bat  few  in  my  hearingy  have 
talked  of  martisl  Law  as  inevitable  in  our  State ;  to-morrow  I  shalL 
produce  the  act  at  head  Qaarters.  As  to  another  General  attack  it 
18  nndoabtedly  in  contemplation,  the  conseqaences  of  which  must 
probably  be  very  important  in  what  ever  scale  they  fall ;  it  iB  how^ 
ever  impossible  for  persons  at  a  distance  to  conceive  the  time  requi- 
site to  refit  after  an  affair,  such  as  ours  of  the  other  day ;  w6  are 
in  the  mean  time  tormenting  their  Picquets,  &  moving  nearer  them, 
perhaps  to  prevent  Mr.  Howe  the  fatigue  of  a  lone  march,  as  it's 
said  he  Is  snddenlj  to  i^eak  eor  army  ii  th^  ^Id,  I'm  ef  Opinion 
be  would  rather  receive  us  in  his  new  entrenchments — a  reinforce- 
ment fran  York  &  Khod^  Island  he  has  receiviBd,  who  have  landed 
at  Wilmington,  a  larger  number  said  to  follow,  but  the  strength  ia 
not  yet  well  ascertained. 

My  I^tfsibn  is  now  separated,  Oeneml  Potter  witti  bis  Brigade 
being  sett  to  Obester  Ooonty  to  annoy  the  Saemle^  small  parties, 
whether  Horse  or  foot,  that  may  be  fouadl  en  the  Lancaster  or  Derby 
itMtds,  prevent  providom  going  to  the  enemy,  Ae.  I  hate  heard  A 
a  iflth  class  of  the  Militia  of  that  County  being  ordered  to  remais 
for  its  own  ^fenoe,  which  is  very  proper,  the  Oommander  of  thai 
Glass  ought  to  communicate  with  General  Potter  &  occasionally  take 
his  instructions.  .  A  ifMunber  ot  the  (tallies  have  behaved  nobly, 
beating  back  several  of  the  ships  of  force,  and  lately  took  two  ofBcera 
k  about  fifty  privates,  either  from  Province  or  Oarpenter  Island. 
Succours  of  Men  &  ammunition  hath  been  sent  them.  This  letter 
will  scarcely  give  you  the  first  of  th^  blessed  news  from  the  North- 
ward, yet  may  so  good  a  story  be  twice  told..  General  Gates'a^rmy 
on  thii?  day  week,  ft  the  following  day,  has  totally  routed  the  army 
of  the  g;reat  Burgoyne,  taken  upward  of  three  hundred  prisoners,  a 
number  of  canon,  &c.,  &c.,  but  the  particulars  you  will  more  fully 
hear  from  Congress.  May  God  be  praised,  &  let  every  hon^t< 
Ameiioan  Bay  amea* 

General  Irwin  presMits  his  CDrnplioieAts  &t  joi^Mi  in  popffratolA^i 
tipBt  tQ  yotyr  Szeelleney  &  Gondii* 

with  year  most  obsd* 

humbl*  stt^*, 

JOHN  AJtMgtJJQlW. 

R  Sl  Fkn  nexry  to  Idl  you  thai  t^fl^  aU  the  i^o^iry  tfisit  mi 
nmr  be  made  here»  do  true  rqpert  of  the  qpMntitgr  ^  «pirit0  giveo 
to  any  paiticnlar  Battolion  qba  peasiU^  be  made>  nor  if  jm  even' 
Vol.  v.— 29 
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had  dl  ih6  Q*  Hasten  who  are  now  dispened,  I  qneafma  whether 
they  haye  Qotes  enffioient  (br  the  purpose ;  the'  first  called  oat  I 
suppose  has  little,  if  an  j  thing  of  that  sort  to  demand ;  perfai^  the 
Ooirs  of  the  Battalions  may  he  ahle  to  say  more  than  I  can  from 
them,  ft  the  sundry  Cf  Masters  can  any  farther  li^t  possible  be 
had ;  some  Battalions  have  had  more  than  others ;  ^ra  the  Ist  of 
Sept'r,  or  at  forthest,  from  the  10th  of  that  month,  I  think  all  the 
spirits  they  haye  had  was  found  by  Continental  Commissaries,  ai 
whieh^  as  to  the  qaantity,  no  doubt  Uiey  will  haye  an  aeeount. 

J.  A. 
Directed f 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton. 


Board  of  Wab  to  PRBSiBmrr  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  October,  15th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  militia  of  this  state  are  still  in  great  want  of  arms,  and  Goan- 
cil  are  informed  that  there  are  many  light  ones  at  Bethlehem  whioh 
haye  not  stood  full  proof,  which  may  do  in  the  hands  of  carsful  mea 
used  to  arms.  These  council  request  the  Board  of  war  will  order  to 
be  deliyered  for  the  militia.  You  will  please  to  lay  this  business 
before  the  hon^ble  Board  of  war  and  let  me  know  their  answer. 
I  ajn  respectfully 

Your  humble  seryant. 


Tench  Tilghman  to  Pbbsidrnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  15th,  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  reo*  the  fay'  of  yours  of  the  13th,  and  wish  it  were  in 
my  power  to  afford  as  much  time  as  I  could  wish  io  j^ye  the  presi* 
dent  and  Council  the  particulars  of  the  occurences  m  the  Army. 
We  haye  rec*  certain  accounts  of  the  iate  glorious  Yictoiy  to  the 
northward.  We  took  two  12^^  and  six  6^^  Brass  Cannon  with  a 
number  of  Tents  and  a  quantity  of  Baggage.  Prisoners  Sir  BVancis 
Clark  A.  D.  C,  to  Burgoin.  The  commanding  officer  of  Artillery 
and  of  the  British  Oreaadiers,  the  Q-  M.  Oen^  SMd;  to  be  Bh>dler  to 
6en>  Carlton,  a  number  of  inferior  Bank,  and  about  260  prmtea. 
The  skin  are  conaideiable,  wong  them  G(^<  Frascr.    Our  i^ss  doea 


PJBKirSILT&HU.  ABOHIVliB  1777.  dVfr' 

nt4-eMet4'80>  enljoiM  flabtltem  killef tod  aiD(tfir  Mr  wotiiidM  srer* 
Qtn^  Linooln  aad  Aroeld,  fkm  laUer  will  lose  his  Teg.    1%«  enemy  ^ 
have  kfl  iqnr»ds of  800  siok  and  woaoded.  ani(mg  tbem  eix  Oaf-* 
taiBtf.    (iteQi  BQigoiae  has  lelirad  towaids  F«n  Edward,  but  Gen'' 
Gkitea  had  taken  the  preeantion  to  throw  2000  men  in  hie  Rear/ 
which  I  hope  will  pat  a  stop  to  him  till  oar  Army  get  np.    They  are 
in  parsnit.    Thh  we  have  from  the  Adjutant  Gen^  of  the  Northern 
Army.    The  taking  of  Fort  Montgomery  cost  Gen^  S'  Harry  Olinton^ 
muoh  Mood.    I  hftte  aeeli  a  hand  Bill  printed  in  New  York  in 
whieh  they  confesB  the  lois  of  G«n>  Gampbell|  Major  Still,  Major^ 
Grant  and  Gap*  Steward.    We  have  this  moment  reo*  letters  from' 
Fort  Mifflin,  they  are  in  good  ^irils,  and  the  Bnemy  ha^e  not  yet ' 
SRade  the  least  impression.    Yon  most  not  depend  upon  me  for  a* 
regnlar  Correapondenoe,  if  Mr.  Paine  is  not  in  the  way  and  any  thing' 
material  occurs  I  will  give  you  a  line. 
I  ami  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  ServS 

TENCH  TILGHilAN. 
Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  State  at  Lancaster. 
£tdor$ement 
From  Col.  T.  Tilghman,  rece'd  October  16th,  1777. 


Board  op  Wae  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whaeton,  1777.        i 

War  Office,  Oct.  I5th,  1777.     . 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  Jrou  the  following  Resolves  of 
Congress  &  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  are  very  desirous  ft  hope 
you  will  also  be  anxious  to  cairy  them  into  speedy  Execution,  as  the 
Arihy  on  which  our  Cause  so  much  depends  axe  in  a  auffering  Con- 
dition from  the  Want  of  the  Articles  enumerated.in  the  Be«>lv«yi,y 
Some  Attempts  have  been  made  but  with  small  success  to  obtain  the- 
Necessaries  re(|uired  by  the  army,  at  &  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  this, 
Place  '&  notwithstanding  a  Namber  of  Shoes  have  been  obtauiedr 
there  are  no  other  Articles  to  be  procured  &  even  these  are  et  such^ 
extravagant  Bates  as  almost  to  amount  to  a  Prohibition  to  purchase 
them. 

In  Congress,  Sep'  27th9 1777. 
''Besolved, 

<<  That  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  to  co-operate  with  General 
'' Washington  in  devising  &  carrying  into  Execution  the  most 
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<<«ff<otluil  NEe««m»  for  stai^lyittg  IIm  Asibf  with  Fwe^unM,  BhiM, 
'(JBlaiikeM^  Stookin^l,  ProTinDB  A  otbito  NeMHkiiM  ft  tbat  Id  «z- 
'<  «eiubi»g  Ibhia  Boaiiieia  ihtt  OoUetiioix  be  eonfined  as  bmcIi  at  Ci»- 
<<ei0B8ioj}Cja«  iriU  ateitt  to  Partoasi  of  dbaafctaA  &  eqaivwal 

la  C<»grea,  Oct  Igth^  1777- 

f*  Thait  tiM  Bond  o€  War*  apply  to  the  Bzeeutir*  Bowen  of  Fena- 
^^ailraniik  &  veqnint  tkeir  Co-o)peMtiM  to  supply  the  Army  with 
'^ahoea  &  atoekiags  k  other  Nocesaaty  that  the  aakK  Board  maintains 
<^a  cooataat  GoneipondeDce  wilh  tba  XxeoaCiTe  Powera  of  Ike  aaid 
<«Sta(te  and  with  Genenal  Waahvngton  for  the  Parpoaes  ahere 
^^matitioDedi  &  &»  the  aervioe  of  the  Army  in  Genenil.^ 
I  am  your  very  obed*  Serr*, 

BIOHARB  PETERS,  Seo'y. 

On  pnblio  Service.  Tfy  His  Ezeelleney  Thomas  Wharton  j'  £^. 
Prefiidenl  of  the  QofTeme  {Ixecative  Gonndl  of  PennsilTania 
Lancaster. 


General  Clinton  to  General  Putman,  1777. 

Kings  Town,  16th,  October,  1777. 
10  O'clock  Wednesday  Evening. 
Dear  Geneial, . 

What  follows  is  the  Gfmj  e£  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Comlifitted  of  the  City  of  Albany  to  the  president  of  the  Goaneil  of 
Safety,  I  oongratalate  you  on  the  important  intelligenoe  contained 
i^it^ 
Xo  Gteo"  Pntwian- 

Albaiiy,  15th^  October,  1777. 
■wLaat  Bight  ^t  8 CClocfc  the  Capitulation  where  by  General 
Bftfgoitie  ana  whde  Army  surrendered  themselVes  prisoners  of  War 
i^as  signed,  and  this  momitig  they  have  to  march  out  towards  the 
3ivcr  above  l^sh  Creek  with  the  Honors  of  War,  and  there  ground 
their  Arms.  They  are  from  thence  to  be  marched  to  Massiftchuqetta 
Bay.    We  eongratulate  you  on  this  happy  event  and  remaiii 

Y«&c. 
Geo.  Clinton. 
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Pbim.  WHA&TOjr  za  Col.  JBl^iits,  )777. 

*  iMcaater^  16th  October,  1777. 

Sir, 

.  I  h$^^  laf  ed  before  the  CoHiieil  ef  Safety,  mho  ore  siiting  bere, 
ibe  inckeed  Letter  from  Mr.  Bachaniiani  dated  the  13Ui  loataii^y 
M  Yovkv  coaeexiaiqg  ibe  prioee  of  beeC  &  perk|  needed  &>a?  ibe  Can- 
tiDeaial  Anay* 

Tha  Lagialatiure  ia  tbie  time  of  diffioalij  &  mvaeiov^  baa  euablad 
4MI  to  make  regalatioBe  ia  r^ard  to  the  pr^  of  Yietuals  At  otbw 
jeoiwanriea  for  the  Army^  &  to  iDforee  the  aale  of  them  where  tbejf 
joe  withfaokieii.  The  Commisaariea  may  be  eaBoied  of  oar  Oo-epeiii- 
.4ioB  J(  Md.  We  haye  remfiiked  to  Mr.  Boohaaoa*  that  the-  ftm 
of  pork  as  set  by  him  is  rather  low,  &  deaired  him  to  te-oonBickar  il, 
as  to  this  State.  At  his  reqaest,  the  Commissary  of  the  NaTal 
armament  in  Delaware  will  be  immediately  directed  to  conform  to 
such  legttlalaoiM  as  yoa  may  pfublish^  in  his  porobaaes. 

I  am,  Sir,  in  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 

Ttmr  Tcry  obedient,  hum*  Servant 

(To  Col.  Blaine.) 


Pebs.  Wharton  to  Col.  Buchakabi;,  1777. 

JUncaster,  Ocb  16, 1777. 

The  tldVAieS  llate  tee*  fbvif  JjMeft  Ilitltnntkg  4hat  to  Mr.  'Mtan'6. 
The  Afltembly  bate  ibade  no  Law  to  tegnlsste  prices,  bnl  hare  em- 
powet'd  fis  (ill  OeutodH  of  Sefety)  to  deli,  and  we  approve  of  ytrak 
"plan ;  iMVe  ntwaided  yo^ie  to  Mr.  Bkine  Indloeed  in  one  from  nft, 
ii  itlHiyHoperato  to  the  ulttost  of  (far  power,  partSonlarly  by  direct- 
4Dfg  0^  Oomniseairy  to  not  hid  above  toti.  fiowerer,  we  ifoM 
fee^mmend  it  to  year  Serlons  ConeideraSon  wfiether  Pork  'be  ti<^ 
iseiitaAled  toolew.  Poric  has  tis^ally  exceeded  the  PHoe  of  Be«f, 
imt^n  yo^r  regdlatttcn  is  lower.    WiH  tSin  do  f    We  yather  doubt 

I  am^  Sir, 
,  Tour  mopt  H.  Senraob  . 

^    CULBttrfiattai. 
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RrooLtmoK  or  Cokgebss,  177T.    - 

In  CongreaB,  October  16th,  1777. 

Orderedj  That  a  Copy  of  GenL  Washington's  Letter  of  the  134 
and  Betarns  relative  to  Cloathing  wanted  for  the  Amy  be  aeiit  bj 
•Bxprese  to  each  of  the  States  of  Massachnssetts  Bay,  Oonneoticnty 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  liwt  they 
be  respectively  requested  to  send  to  the  General  with  all  poMme 
-Dispatch  as  many  of  the  several  Articles  mentioned  in  tiie  Betum 
'«  can  be  cdleoted  and  are  not  immediately  wanted  for  their  reqm- 
tive  Begtments  which  have  not  joined  the  Aim^  aforesaid,  and  to 
order  the  Officers  in  the  Cloathier's  Department  in  the  States  afo««- 
«aid  to  nse  their  utmost  Exertions  in.  forwarding  the  OloaUuBg  in 
'Ihdr  Possestfott  as  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  Congress, 
'  JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid*- 


Gbnl.  WASHiNaTON  TO  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777* 

'  Head  Quarters,  17th  Octo',  1777. 

Sir,         ^ 

As  the  term  of  service  of  great  numbers  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State,  who  were  called  out  some  time  ago,  has  expired,  and  their 
places  have  been  by  no  moans  punctually  filled  up  by  succeeding 
Classes,  I  am  constrained  to  call  upon  you  in  the  most  pteastng 
vumiier,  to  eaBert  the  Powess  of  Govevpaftent,  not  oidy  to  keiq^  up 
'the  number  of  four  thousand  men  demanded  by  Congress,  but  of  a 
jnuch  greater  number  if  they,  can  possibly  be  armed  k  aoMntfed. 
When  the  Capital  of  your  State  is  in  the  Eneaaea  hands,  and  when 
they  can  only  be  dislodged  from  thenoe  by  a  powerful  reinfofceMient 
Kd  Militia,  in  aid  of  the  Continental  Troops,  there  should  not  be  a 
moment's  hesitation  whether  one  or  two  Classes  should  be  eooa- 
manded  to  appear,  but  at  least  one  half  of  the  men  capable  to  bear 
ptf*ms  should  be  called  into  the  Field.  By  exertions  of  this  kind, 
"New  York,  tho'  sorely  oppressed  by  our  avowed  Enemies,  and  raon 
so  bv  our  internal  foes,  has  made  a  noble  resistance ;  and  New  Jer- 
sey has  kept  the  Enemy  out  of  her  limits,  (ezoept  now  and  then  a 
hasty  descent)  without  a  Continental  regiment  Besides  doing  this 
she  has  sent,  and  is  now  sending,  reinforcementi  to  this  and  the 
Northern  Army.  It  will  be  no  great  while  before  the  Militia  from 
MaryUnd  &  Virginia  will  have  {Mrformed  their  Tour  of  duty,  ft  the 
distance  which  most  of  them  have  to  travel  before  they  reach  the 
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vuemjf  I  oinnot  expeot  mUDh  move  uriataa^  from  these  qmrtora  hi 
the  conrae  of  the  remainiqg  part  of  the  Oampaiga.  I  §mante  yovLf 
Sir,  it  IB  matter  of  astonishment  to  every  part  of  the  Continent^  to 
hear  that  Pensylvania,  the  moat  opulent  and  populous  oi  all  thd 
3tate8y  has  but  Twelve  hundred  Militia  in  the  field;  at  a  time  vrhen 
the  Enemy  are  endeavouring  to  make  themselves  eompleatly  masteri 
of;  and  to  fix  their  Winter  Quarters  in  her  Capital.  Without  the 
free  Navigation  of  Delaware;  I  am  confident  that  Qenl.  Howe  will 
never  remain  in  Philadelphia;  and  I  am  as  confident  that  had  I  a 
sufficient  force  to  afford  as  much  assistance  to  the  Forts  upon  Dela- 
ware as  their  importance  deserves;  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  pos- 
sess them.  I  have  spared  as  many  of  the  Continental  Troops  as  I 
possibly  caU;  without  endangering  the  safety  of  this  Army;  and  I 
shall  still  eoDtinue  to  afford  every  further  relief  in  my  Power.  From 
this  state  of  ftLOta,  I  hope  that  you  will  not  lose  a  moment;  in  call- 
ing upon,  and  endeavouring  to  rouse  the  people  of  this.  Province  to  a 
knanly  and  effectual  opposition,  and  I  know  of  no  means  so  likely  to 
answer;  as  not  to  confine  the  demand  to  any  particular  number;  but 
call  upon  eveiy  man  to  come  forth.  The  County  Lieutenants  should 
be  particularly  careful  to  see  that  all  those  who  have  arms  and 
acoontremento  of  their  own  brins  them  out,  for  they  have  a  very 
mistaken  notioi)  that  there  are  fuliBupplies  in  the  Continental  Stores. 
Many  even  come  out  without  Blanketo,  expecting  to  find  them. 
'  There  is  another  matter  which  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the 
serious  comnderation  of  the  Legislature  of  vour  State.  That  is  the 
falling  upon  some  mode  of  eompleating  and  keeping  up  the  Quote  of 

Jour  Continental  regimenta.  Upon  an  average,  your  Battalions 
ave  never  been  above  one  third  fhll;  and  now,  many  of  )hem  are 
for  below  even  that.  From  the  extravagant  prices  given  to  substi* 
tutes  in  the  BGlitia  in  the  different  States,  it  has  become  impossible 
to  reoruit  men  upon  the  Bounty  allowed  by  Conmss.  The  New 
•England  States  and  Virginia  have  began  to  adopt  the  mode  of  draflb* 
ing,  and  I  am  informed  they  have  succeeded  vetr  well.  I  am*  eon- 
Tineed  that  this  will  be  found  the  only  method  of  raising  Continental 
TroopS;  and  if  the  measure  was  to  become  general  throughout  the 
StateS;  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  hardship.  I  mention  this  matter 
to  you  at  Mb  time;  in  hopes  Uiat  you  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  fall 
upon  this  or  some  other  mode  to  recruit  your  regimenta  in  the 
oourse  of  this  fiill  and  winter;  and  as  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
our  opposition  will  not  end  with  this  Campaign,  we  ought  to  endea- 
vour to  have  a  respectable  Army  in  the  Field  in  the  Spring,  before 
the  Enemy  can  receive  further  reinforoementa  from  Europe. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obet.  hum.  Servant, 

G».  WASHINGTON. 

Just  as  I  was  upon  closing  my  letter  the  inclosed  most  interest- 
ing and  happy  intelligence  oame  to  my  hands.     It  remains  for  us  to 


«8«  PEHNSfXVAMIA  AltOBir&S  ITtt 

jhj  a  MMmtomr^  and  to  enable  tte  to  d6  it  ^^MlSoi^  I  hofMe  Hm 
whole  i^Moe  of  joox  SMa  wiU  poor  foith. 

Dtrectedf 

.  (On  PaUie  SerrioeO    OSie  Hanbk  Tboami  WborteB,  Es^'vei 
PleniHii  of  Che  State  of  Penaylfaaiay  Laaoaater. 
G:  WasUDgion.  , 


P»EOTDii5T  Wharton  to  Commoborb  Hazulwood. 
In  Counca  of  Safety,  Lancaster,  Otff  ITili,  1777. 

I  did  myself  the  pkasore  of  wrifcipg  to  you  the  15di  Inst.,  to  be 
forwarded  nrom  Head  Qoartera  After  the  express  left  this  I  reoei?ed 
yoor  two  letters  dated  the  8*^  A  11*^  Inati  and  oongratnlate  yon  oa 
yonr  snooess  against  the  BnernVs  Battery,  'iia  pjtty  ant  thing  shonld 
Laraen  to  prevent  the  whole  of  their  amaJl  Garrison  falling  into  year 
hands  after  they  had  onoe  surrendered. 

I  make  no  doubt  by  this  time  yon  hayo  th^  lemainderf  with  any 
rein&roeme(nt  they  may  have  sent ;  and  that  you  have  fully  oon« 
vinced  the  British  offioers  that  you  oan  and  will  prevent  their  ships 
passing  the  Chevauz  De  Frize,  by  doiaff  this  you  render  essential 
service  to  your  country  and  will  be  entitled  to  their  best  thanks. 

The  late  gbrious  success  of  the  army  under  command  of  Gei:^ 
GateSy.  over  uen'  Burgoyne,  must  give  pxeasure  to  every  true  Friend 
to  Liberty  and  inspire  our  Fleet 4ind  Army  in  this  Quarter  with  such 
sentiments  I  hope  as  will  lead  them  on  viotorvi  so  Uiat  we  may  soon 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  Peace.  The  Inclosed  letter  for  Wm.  CiBmi^ 
Ssq^y  CoEamiasary  of  Provisions  for  the  Fleet  of  this  Sta6^  I  oeg 
you  to  deliver  or  forward  to  him,  as  I  don't  know  where  to  direct  i^ 
it  is  left  open  for  your  perusaL 

I  am  in  behalf  of  the  Counoilj  yours  & 

Oolonel  Bmdfbrd'a  Very  Hum«  Scorvan^ 

THO.  WHARTON,  Jtm*,  Yre^. 
'   (Copy.) 

To  C(MBipdoce  Haielwood. 


nMNBTLVAllIA  ABQBETBB  1777<  «» 

PaESIDSHX  01'  CONQRESS  TO  ASSSUBLY,  1777. 

Xork  Town,  Peansjlvauia,  October  17%  1777. 
Oentkmen^ 

.  I  have  the  Honour  to  tranflmifc  a  Copy  of  tbo  RdtnrnB  to  Congrosa 
from  Oeneral  Washington  of  those  articled  ef  GlothW  that  Mtf 
absolatelj  necessary  for  the  Artny  ander  his  immediate  Command, 
accompanied  with  an  Extract  of  the  General's  Letter  on  the  Subject. 
From  these  yon  will  perceive  that  the  Troops  are  in  the  greatest 
distress,  and  likely  to  suffer  still  more  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
approaching  season,  unless  thev  are  relieved  in  Time.  I  am  there- 
fore, in  oMiience  to  the  enclosed  order  of  Congress,  earnestly  to 
request  you  will  forward  to  Head  Quarters,  with  all  possible  Diapateh| 
all  such  articles  mentioned  in  the  Return  as  you  are  able  io  collect, 
and  which  are  not  immediately  wanted  for  those  Regiments  that  have 
not  yet  joined  the  Army.  You  will  abo  be  pleased  to  issue  orders 
to  the  officers  of  the  Clothier's  Department  who  reside  in  your  State 
to  exert  themselves  to  forward  the  Clothing,  agreeably  to  the  enclosed 
Requisition  of  Congress.  I  must  also  entreat  your  attention  to  the 
qther  Resolves  herewith  transmitted. 
t  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Gentlemen, 

Yodr  meet  obed*  A 
Very  h'We  Serv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK^  Presid'. 
l)ireciedy 
'   Xo  HdnUe  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  oi  Safbty  to  Wm.  Ckispin,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Lancaster,  Oct  17th,  1777. 
Sir, 

As  Coaneil  has  not  heard  from  you  lately  they  are  under  some* 
wneasiDess,  lest  the  Fleet  in  the  Delaware  may  suffer  for  the  want  of 
Pavilions,  fte.  I  therefore  request  that  you  will  attend  to  that 
matter  and  furnish  eveiy  article  that  may  be  necessary.  As  the' 
Oomminsry  Geaeral  of  Pnrehases,  Mr.  Buchanan,  has  find  the 
prices  of  Beef  ft  Pork,  the  former  at  Ten  DoUars  ^  Ct.,  sinking 
the  fifth  quarter  as  he  terms  it,  and  Btz  Dollars  ^  Ct.  for  Pork,  the 
iame  prices  must  govern  your  purchases,  and.  in  future  you  are  not 
ia  give  a  greater  price  than  they  allow  for  the  necessarys  wanted  for 
tiie  anny,  it  is  proper  to  mention  to  you  that  the  price  he  has  fixed: 

29* 


for  pork  vs  J^ve  hinted  iq  him  is  in  onr  qpinion  too  low  aiiii  deared 
be  wonld  reeontider  it.  I  hope  and  expect  the  different  Bah  Wofka 
will  fimiish  salt  sufficient  fo^  this  ^^nd  the  neighbouring  Btate&  A 
quantity  of  Beef  aa^  Wrk  shouM  be  Barrelled  up  for  the  use  of  our 
Navy,  this  you  should  Immediately  attend  to,  and  if  monej  is  wanted 
^  ibia  m  other  purpoftss  of  the  Slatd  you  will  be  fumialiod  on 
kjHplitwIpoa  by  IiBtter  or  otherwise  to  Council. 
I  am  in  behalf  of  the  Oounclli 
9ir;  your  very  Humble  Bervajit, 

THO.  WHARTOJf,  fnnr,  fset^K 
(Copy.) 

To  Yr41!am  Crispin^  Es(^, 


Abchibald  McClban,  fcc,  to  V.  P.  Gbo.  ^jtYAif,  177T. 

York,  0<Miober,  17thj  1777-  ' 
Sir, 

An  Election  has  been  held  heve,  (in,  we  believe,  an  orderly  man* 
ner;)  under  and  in  PmrBuancei  of  tl|e  Late  Act  of  General  Assembly 
of  this  State,  Altho'  the  Number  of  Electors  have  been  but  very 
few,  even  of  the  Part  of  the  InhabitantSi  who  have  qualified  them- 
selves to  be  admitted  to  vote  by  taking  the  Test  Re(]uired. 

Amongst  those  elected  is  William  Itowan  and  William  Soett^  for 
Sherifis.  The  former  we  must  from  a  Steady  Principle  of  rendering 
Essential  Service  to  the  County,  &  not  from  private  Views,  Caprice, 
or  Pique,  inform  the  Council  is  not  in  our  opinion  capable  or  ade- 
quate to  fill  tl^at  importaQt  station  either  with  reputation  to  himself, 
or  to  render  suitable  and  the  Bequisite  Service  to  the  County.  The 
Other,  William  Scott,  is  an  Active,  Vigilant,  &  popular  Man,  and 
very  caepable  of  the  Bzeention  of  the  office,  but  is  at  present  a  Major 
in  the  Militia,  and  absent  on  service,  tho'  expected  home  every  day 
as  the  tkae  9t  his  Servioe  is  now  expired.  Abo^  hfe  b  aft  preaent 
<lae  •f  our  most  serviceaUe  Magistrates,  and  had  just  efttered  on  ths 
Sxaeulioti  of  thai  Trust  wh^  oalled  out  On  tiie  one  haad  we  vt 
not  oertaiu  that  h«  will  aeoept  ike  Skrmvalty,  amd  ca  the  o^her,  Ua 
SetriMft  will  be  m  ueh  wanted  as  a  Magistrate.  Upen  tktt  WJioIe 
^  would  Beat  the  matter  with  the  OquhoO,  only  thatb  w«  «m]4 
humUy  propose,  That  «  OommisBiMi  ahoihi  act  be  pmlfkl  to  Mr 
Sowau  for  a  few  days,  until  wo  oan  know  tho  mi»d  of  Mr.  Sooti  ua 
the PfeBiaei^&  which,  when  know^  wa wlU he eamfcl  togitei^ 
iMiatt  aoflount  theeeaf.    In  Aegavd  to  the  <9^ii«  of  the  Cburi^ 


are  in  hopes  that  through  his  goodnees  and  Readineas  to  oUigir  «% 
tbi^€<iWMil  «U1  |i^eifi<Mii^  gfara  m  mtk  JDktwthun^  &  aandb  ns  aiioh 
•isiil«Mii  eft  PMjr  hmeetflMrji  4;e»  .:t 

"with  due  Regard,  jour  most  .   *' 

obQdiout  tmnWe  Seryanlf ,  >  -.    r 

PAVBO  JAMBBON, 
WM.  JiEAS.  ': 

£.  S.  tt  is  t»  he  Mied  and  {MrtlmlarijfthMarred,  Ibafa  Mr*  Bummi 
KT#th  akenft  80  uiiUe  frm  Tow%  aad  W9  «t  thia  Xiaia.of  deameai 
oi liviag & gftttingaahaUa LodgiDgp>  k an  af^ntoetit  Inr «n  Qfliaa^ 
lh#  CVMnty  mwli  Skpeot  ta  he  aa  tko^  we  had  not  Qfidet  U  ilai  A» 
xtg^t :  Whmaa  Jit,  Seolt  ia  a  Baeideiit  of  tka  Tqwil 

a\]i  Oaoi^  Bfjran,  Ssquiiie;  Viae  Pieiideit  of  the  8iq»re«ie  BmoU* 
live  Coamii 


Council  op  Sajwi  *o  Boajox  oir  Wib>  177T» 

In  eonnoil  of  Safety, 

Lancaster,  18«f  Oof,  1777. 

Sir,-    "  • 

yf^  hr^  tlus  d^.teeaiyfld  a  kiler  Oom  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  War  respecting  Fire  Arms,  Shoes,  Blankets,  FroKlaion^  ft 
fftip^  nmess^ea  for  tbei  Amy,  &  are  I^cvurtUy  d^oos  Qf .  <iAatri)>u- 
(m^  I^U  ¥^e  asaistanpe,  \a  9^^  power  ia  the  procttiiv^  Qf  tbesq 
artioles.  , 

Qn  the  solj^c^  of  Sho^j^  (a  wyst  esc^tial  artiole,)  ^e^  find  tjia^ 
|Owie  opttfosiQi^  has  ,takeu  pla^  by  thei  differe^tt  order9  firom  jp^vft 
po^ji  to  tl^e  Con^nisgaiy  of  Hides  &  others,  p artieuWh:  f^t  thi^ 
place.  We  would  beg  you  to  consider  whether  a  plau  migkli  ilalj  W 
fori^ed  ior  confining  the  Coaunissary  U^  the  Susioesa  of  Gariq|;  ^q4 
saying  the  Hides;  ha  to  deU?er  tbem  to  proper  p#r«ona  to.  &  apu 
poiptad  in  diff^ce^t  places,  who  shall  eychapge  th^  (be  wrought 
llieatbor & Shoei^ w""^  when niauufiietured shallW tbi^m ha ^elyivar^ 
to  the  Clothier  Qe^eral.  Xhase  p^rnoos  might  oa  appointed  aithfi; 
foor  Board  ox  tJ^ik  should  b^^joio^  to  fulJSl  the  Counts 
Qonmwary  of  Sidey  lUr^ady  ^{^..    Baainf^  in  'tM9  t^Nh 


tar  jow 


#e  eowUi^;  VmM  be  &ik  ivttb  Mie  BigtAmllgr^Ml  to  BelM 


Ifa*piMliD»of  MMMtf  y«ir  OomiMBmii  In  faayhg  nMt  ftoM 
the  Butchers,  instead  of  live  Cattle,  en  many  aMotails  ie»fuiwu  W  ba 
restrained.  The  Skins  are  by  this  means  lost  to  the  fiotikk,  ft  the 
meat  oomes  enormooslj  high.  . 

As  to  Stockings  we  belieye  ^reat  Qaantities  are  in  the  Hands  of 
jonr  Clothier  General.  We  donbt  not  Care  will  be  takea  for  a 
proger  DispoellioA  of  thetai. 

Wo  shall  think  it  oar  Datj  to  join  in  conferring  all  neeessaiy 
anthority  upon  your  (^oers  where  the  good  of  the  Srvice  requires 
it ;  bat  we  cannot  forbear  to  hint  that  a  more  careful  attention  to 
the  appotaiaent  of  ofieors  wwiid  be  highly  baaeieial.  These  taen 
m  saireval  iostaaosB  by  oppressiDg  oar  Friends  ft  exempimg  ear 
— Boitlei      *        —  ' 


.  Iksemles  from  pobluk  Bmtleils,  that  of  Waggons  beisg  ua^ 
id  in  paitionlar,  have  but  too  sMcesBfiilly  eofttriUrted  to  impress 
people  with  the  notion  that  it  is  most  lor  thm  Int^est  to  be  TMsb 
In  the  Quarter-master's  Line  we  shall  mention  one  or  two  among 
those  ef  whom  we  have  heard  Complain, — ^M'  Robert  Lettis  Hooper 
of  &stomi  ft  M' John  Biddle  of  Beading.  Others  of  thia  sort  we 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  naming  as  they  oome  to  our  iioiMS,  ft  ws 
really  apprehend  you  will  find  upon  enquiry  that  it  will  be  neoessaiy 
to  make  Examples  of  some  of  theuL 

We  aiO;  ftc 
IHrecied, 
To  Hbn«  The  I^sidF  of  the  Bbatd  of  Wtr. 


Gbnbkal  Armstrong  to  President  Wharton,  1777- 

fiesd  QuartesS;  Womster^  18'^  Oetob',  17771 

Searfiir,' 

' '  I  hater  the  plessure  to' address  and  oongratulaie  you  on  the  Intel- 
Hgence  of  this  morning,  but  a  little  lower  than  that  which  is  Evan* 
gelical,  |ind  from  the  s^me  source. 

That  on  the  14^  Ind^  General  Burgoyne  and  the  whole  remains 
bf  his  Army  surrendered  to  (General  OtttM  and  the  Armr  under  his 
Command  !  The  Enemy  were  allowed  to  march  out  of  their  lines 
W  Bncampment  with  the  honors  of  War^  were  to  ground  their  arms 
it  a  particular  spot,  which  was  accordingly  done.  They  are  to  be 
sent  prisoners  of  War  to  the  Massachusets  Bay. 

This  is  a  blessing  not  only  fiir  exceeding  Americans  merit,  bu< 
even  our  most  sanguine  expectations,  yet  not  too  high  for  the  Goi 
df  Americans,  the  author  of  justice  ft  beneficence  to  bestow. 
<  The  intelligence  is  come  from  Goremor  Clinton  to  Genend  Poi* 
BUm^  ft  from  him  to  our  Commander  in  Chief.  We  belieter  it  < 


bt  d<mU«dy  and  that  two  or  three  daygwill  briag  the  ooofinnatioii 
and  farther  particulars  from  Oeneral  Gates.  The  Getieial  has  last  dow 
askfid  me  to  repair  to  joa  in  order  to  oonoert  measures  to  draw  out 
the  ^itrsiigth  or  this"  State  to  aid  bim  in  silppressinff  the  aroh  tyranta 
now  in  Philad*.  I  cannot  refdse  the  jonmej;  and  shall^  I  supposoi 
ae4'««t  in  the  lki<Mniing«  Please  by  eone  direH&  early!  mtoaAs  to 
forward  thai  <oi  my  wife;  as  io  it  an  earlj  flMuid«tioB  is  }aid  fmr  Itm 
inopk  of  Conberland. 

X  have  the  faonov  to  be 

Most  respectfully  youTH, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
|C7*  BiUihbmoi^entwohear ihaBimiyareiipproaohiiigtts* 

On  the  Pablie  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  th^  State  0/ 
Penm^lvaniai  Lancaster. 
^Express. 


Board  oe  War  to  T.  Matlack,  ItTt. 

WarOfioe,Oot'18%1777. 

•  I  bafve  Irid  yonr  Iietter  relative  to  Arms  before  the  Boasd  agree* 
ift»le  t<^yoQr  recpest.  They  are  not  acqaaioted  by  any  of  the  offioesa 
bftving  Charge  of  atsia  of  those  said  in  yonr  Letter  to  ha  at  BetUe* 
h^vii  There  wsero  some  time,  agi)  between  fcwo'  k  tkree  huidjDsd  old 
iklnfta  in  bad  order  left  at  Bethlehem  by  the'  Oostinental  Troops 
passing  thro'  that  Plaoe^  &  Mr.  Okely,  who  had  the  eajte  :of  them, 
Wrote  about  two  moAtba  ago  that  he  was  putting  them  isio  the  handa 
-of  Worksaen  to  be  repaired,  &  that  altho  many  had  been  repaired  he 
had  none  fit  for  servioe,  as  all  those  repaired  had  been  delivefed  out 
to  the  Militift  of  Northampton  County.  I  hate  by  Pireetion  ot  the 
Board  enclosed  an  Order  agreeable  to  the  Terms  of  your  Letter,  k 
ana 

your  very  obed* 

humble  Serv*, 

KICHAKP  PETBRS,  Sec'j. 
On  public  Service. 

JDirecUd, 

To  CoL  Timothy  MatLaok,  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Ex.  Comieijl 
of  ^Pennsylvania,  lAucaster. 
W«rOfiee. 

BitbaidPetenl^fieay. 


BoAii©  War  »o  Pbssjden?  Wjqabtojj^  17T7, 

Sir, 

I  hafll  th9  Honour  6t  ttMnxMtittg  you  tk»  S«mAv60  6f  CottgKM 
Mtitivv  io  thg  tuppty  ^  tbe  wawte  of  tbe  •  Annj  whick  Aire  so  nv* 
meroos  &  pressing  that  without  the  speediest  &  meet  '▼ig<^o«| 
Exertions  are  made  to  answer  thfi  Dievmnds  x»i^  tbt  the  Articles, 
ptrticnlarly  enumerated  in  tho  ReaolveSy  it  will  be  impossible^  for  the 
Troops  tQ  keep  the  Fie^c^  &  Consequences  the  most  alarmiDg  will 
therefore  ensue. 

I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  you  fbr  ttie  conridenrtioii  of  the 
Council  of  Safety^  that  the  Board  have  received  Batisfiutory  Iiifinv 
mation  ^that  a  great  Number  of  the  Inhabi^pto  of  lbs  GTOqtgr  ^ 
Chester^  coov^ed  loteUi^anoOy  &  supplied  Pravidoas  to  the  eneny 
during  their  Progress  thro*  that  County,  &  without  sofik  asHiatanoe 
their  attempt  upon  Philadelphia,  would  in  all  ProbabUity  uol  have 
succeeded.  These  Persons  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
as  Traitors  to  this  State,  &  avowed  enemies  to  the  United  States,  ft 
therefore  the  great  principle  of  self  iPreservation  requires  that  the 
most  effectuftl  m^ns  should  be  forthwith  pursued  to  put  it  out  of 
their  Power  to  penost  In  their  former  Mal-Praotioes,  by  taking  from 
them  such  Articles  of  Oloathipg  &  Provisions,  ft  of  the  former  par- 
ticuiariy  shoes  stockings,  &  Blanketts,  as  might  serve  for  the  comfort 
&  Subsistence  of^the  Enemy's  Army,  &  the  Acquisition  whereof  is 
of  absotote  Feeesstty  to  tiie  existence  of  eur  own.  The  B^rd  ihere- 
fofe  earnestly  i^eou^t  that  th(3  Council:  wiil  with  the  i^tmoel  X](|8patoh 
eaU  fbrth  &  send  to  the  County  of  OiMster^  Spirited  de;  detennined 
Militia  under  the  Command  of  dSeereet^  active  Officers  for  ihe 
Ptopose  of  ooUeetiag  Bla|»kettB  Shoes,  &  Steekinfis  for  the  use  ef  ciia 
Amorican  Amy,  from  sueh  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  0090^  •« 
have  net  taken  the  oath  or  afirmation  of  aHegianee  to  the  Bute  of 
Peuneavimia,  &  have  shewn  their  atteohmeni  to  the  eanee  ef  the 
Bnemy.  The  Board  also  t eqtidsts  that  you  will  send  coreibt  penena 
to  take  charge  of,  &  convey  te  placee  of  6ei»ty  such  Artaoles  as  may 
he  eolleoted,  4  ^  give  certificates  expressing  the  Number  ft  Qiiali^ 
of  the  Articles  taken  in  order  that  compensation  may  be  made  ai  a 
reasonable  rate  to  such,  as  may  be  deemed  enticed  thereto.  It  u 
also  recommended  to  the  Council  that  they  <|ause  to  be  removed  all 
the  stook,  ft  proviaiops,  which  niay  be  useful  to  the  Enemy  from  all 
parte  of  the  Country  immediately  exposed  to  th^ir  Incursions  giving 
to  the  Possessors  Certificates  as  aforesaid,  ft  that  this  operation  both 
with  Begard  to  Cloathing^  ft  Provisions  bQ  es^ten^ed  tQ  any  other 
Farts  of  this  State  wherek  the  Inhabitants  have  evidenced  their 
Disafiection  to  the  American  Cause.  It  is  apprehended  that  !f  Gka- 
eial  Washington  is  made  acquainted  by  you  of  the  Time  when  thb 
Plan  is  to  be  carried  into  efiect,  he  will  probiO^  or^  Qeneeal  Potter 


or  the  oommandiog  offioer  of  the  Militia  now  Id  that  Ooiutj  to  oo- 
opeiate  with  the  q%er8  y^n  m9f  apppiut  f^r  the  Parppses  before 
mdntioned.    As  thd  occasion'  b  prdteing,  the  Board  request  your 
r         speedy  answer. 

I  have  the  Honour 
[f  to  be  with  great  Respect 

f.\  yov  v^ry  obed*  Ser?* 

RIOHARIX  PBTBM,  8e(j». 
P^  S.  AH  arpas  or  warlike  stores  found  in  the  Possession  of  tb6 
Persons  describe^  in  the  above  ]Pro|K)saIs  sbpuld  be  taietk  from,  them. 
Directed. 
.  On  the  Sundoet  of  tbfii  Unito4  StaJ^ 

His  Excellency  Teaman  Wlwt^ii;  jf.»  1^.^  Frendeiit  ef  Ai 
0<N|ttO9l  •f  JPenaaUTaftia,  IMmAte^ 


n 


i^WRVKMIi  GAfXB  TO  PAIS'^T  Of.  OmOXBM^  177T. 

No,  i; 

Gamp  at  Saratoga,  18th  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  present  your  Excellency  with  the  con- 
Teaiion  of  Saratoga  by  which  His  ExoeUency  If  Oen.  Bnrffoyne  has 
Borrendered  himnlf  &  his  whole  Army  into  my  hands  ^  thc^  are 
now  npon  their  marqh  to  BostOBi  this  si^l  aad  ijoifortaat  eyei^t  is 
the  more  glorious  as  it  was  effected  with  so  little  loss  to  the  Army  of 
the  United  States. 

This  Letter  will  be  presented  to  your  Excellency  by  A<y*  Oeneral 
Col.  Wilkinson  to  whom  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  jour  Excellency 
for  the  partiealars  that  brought  this  great  bomDesii  to  so  happy  k 
fortunate  a  conclusion.  I  desire  to  be  permitted  to  recommend  this 
gallant  officer  in  the  warmest  manner  to  Congress,  &  intreat  that  he 
may  be  -coptinued  in  his  nresent  place  with  the  Brivet  of  a  Brigadier 
General.  The  Honble  Congress  will  believe  me  when  I  assure  them 
that  from  beginning  of  this  war,  I  have  not  met  with  a  more  promi- 
eidg  MiHtaiy  Qebiue  th%o  Colooer  Wilkinsea,  and  whose  serf  Ices 
li»vE0  beoB  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  Army* 
N  I  am 

Sir, 
^onr  jQjiceUenc/fli  moet 

9b^t  hwnble  Senwi^ 

HORATIO  OATBS. 

His  Excellency  John  Hancock,  Esquire. 


9t$        vmsBTVfimL  ABOHimr  xrsr. 


.  Gebtekal  Gates  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  Vaughak,  1777. 

No.  2. 

Albany,  19th  October,  1777. 
Bir, 

Wiftli  unezampled  oroelij  yea  have  reduced  the  fine  Village  of 
Einffston  to  Ashea^  &  most  of  the  wretched  Inhabitants  to  raia  I  am 
also  informed  you  continue  to  ravage,  &  burn  all  before  yov  on  both 
sides  the  Biver.  Is  it  thus  your  King's  General  thinks  to  make 
Converts  to  the  Royal  Cause  f 

It  is  no  less  surprizing  than  true,  that  the  measures  they  adopt  to 
iti*ve  iheir  master  have  the  quite  eontrary  effect. 

Their  Cruelty  establishes  the  glorioiui  act  of  Inddpendeney  apod 
the  broad  basis  of  the  general  resentment  of  the  people. 

Other  Generals  &  much  older  officers  than  yon  can  pretend  to  be 
are  now  by  the  fortune  of  War  in  my  hands,  their  fortune  may  one 
Day  b&  yours,  when  Sir  it  may  not  be  in  tiie  pow^t  ol  any  thing 
human  to  save  you  from  the  just  vengeance  of  an  injured  people. 
I  am 

Sir, 
y  most  obed*  bom.  Serv* 

HORATIO  OATBS. 

.'  The  Honorable  John  Vaughan,  Maj'  General. 


Gen'l.  Gates  to  Pebsibbht  o^  CoKaaBsa,  1777. 
No.  8. 

Albany,  20th  October,  1777. 
Kr, 

Inidoaed  is  the  copy  of  a  Letter  I  have  this  day  sent  to  Major 
General  Yaughan  who  I  am  told  commands  the  burning  party  in 
Hudson's  River,  It  goes  by  the  boat  that  carriea  Gen.^urgoynes 
Officers  to  Sir  Wm.  Howe,  such  answer  as  I  receive  shall  be  sent  to 
your  Excellency. 

I  cannot  close  my  Letter  without  requesting  your  Excellency  to 
inform  Congress  of  the  great  care  &  attention  with  which  Doctor 
Potts,  &'tbe  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Hospital  have  conducted  the 
biftinessj:)f  their  department,  I  must  beg  that  some  honorary  mark 


FBSNffELTAHXi.  UtCSIVBS  im;  ¥» 

of  the  ftyour  of  Gongiaw  may  be  nhwinx  to  Doctor  Potti)  t^  Ui  sab- 
ordiiurto  aaloaii&tes. 
I  am 

Sir,    .  ,  . 

jo«r  ExoeUeoc^a  meat 

•bed^  bbmUe  Ser?a^ 

fiOBATIOOATBSi 

His  Szoellencj  JTohn  Hancocky  Esq. 


BM't  LBfns  HoopK  to  Piwi't  Whakmh^  1T7T. 

Eaalon,  October  20, 177T.  " 
Sif, 

I  reoeiyed  jeitf  Bsoellenby'a  Leiier  of  Hm  8di  laaftaat^  A*d  bn^ 
ihe  pleaetira  to  inibl-m  yon^  tha*  t  eaa  bird  in  lUa  oonkitj  and  it 
Soaaek  ootnlj  ia  New  Jeraej,  as  iteoy  leaAa  aa  are  finom  time  to 
iime  neoBflsary  to  anairer  4he  pDrposea  in  my  Department|  wifcfao«t 
being  tfoaUeeome  to  your  Eieellaaoy  or  the  Magiatntoa  of  thii 
Oe«&ty.  I  bare  neve^  imipstaaed  any  toama  bai  when  tbe  eatigeaeir 
ireqnfied  4heir  being  provided  vilb  ibe  utaooat  diapatoh,  a»d  them 
ihoae  eniy  who  xefiwed  to  netm  and  wan  mnfiiaodly  tb  aw  eaaaa. 

I  have  in  almbat  every  e^egeaajr  eaUtod  on  4be  mag^atatoa  for  thek 
MMialaaKsOi  )and  vdtt  ooatitive  ao  to  do. 
lam 

Sit, 

your  EsoeOenoy'a 

mosi  ham'  Servant 
SJOB'T  USTTIS  HOOBEB,  jwiY 
Dap&ty<>a'li.O0B'L 

Deeded, 

On  pablick  BosmesSi 

To  Hia  ^oelleney  Thomaa  Wharton,  Ea^M  at  Laaoaatpr. 


«M  VrnJUefZhYAJOM.  AlCHXYBS  1777. 

WM.  BirCHANNAN  TO  PEKSIDENT  WhARTON,  1777« 

York  Town,  20th  OctF,  1777. 
Sir, 

•  I  am  honoured  with  jonn  of  the  16*^  Instant  and  am  mneh  rejoioed 
to  find  that  tout  AssemUj  have  empowered  Gent*  in  Ooancsl  of 
Saftty  eo  wett  diapoeed  to  take  np  a  matter  in  my  Opinion  of  the 
last  Importance  to  America.  The  Regulations  which  may  be  made 
by  Pennsylyania,  will  I  make  no  doubt,  soon  spread  their  Influence 
through  the  Neighbouring  States,  and  thereby  most  effectually  serve 
the  common  Cause. 

I  acknowledge  the  Price  proposed  by  me  for  Pork,  though  higher 
than  usual,  is  not  in  Proportion  to  that  of  Beef  or  many  other  Arti- 
cles, nor  shall  I  contend  for  that  or  any  other,  but  most  chearfnlly 
join  .in.  Support  of  such  Bwolations  as  yonc  HonUe  Bomd  shill 
frame.  Permit  me,  neverthdess,  to  submit  the  Principles  on  whidi 
I  judged  to  your  Consideration.  And  First,  Six  dollars  is  not  only 
a  generous  Price,  but  far  above  what  has  been  customary.  Pork  is 
yet  in  the  hands  of  the  original  Owners  by  whom  I  may  expect  to 
nave  it  as  ohearfully  and  rmdily  brought  to  Market  for  6  dollars, 
Jieing  early  informed  that  that  Price  will  not  be  exceeded,  as  they 
would  for  8  or  10.  A  high  price  holds  up  the  Idea  of  Scardty,  of 
which  Mankind  are  too  apt  to  take  Advantage  ft  to  withold  the  Ai^ 
^aeieln  Expectation  of  one  still  higher.  A^  extravagant  Ihioe  for 
Berf  has  so  long  been  submitted  to,  that  to  lower  it  rery  suddenly 
io  a  prqwr  one,  i  feared  might  occasion  a  kind  of  Gonvulsion,  and  also 
ruin  many  well  disposed  Persons,  who  in  the  Way  of  their  very  use- 
Ad  Business  (of  ^ranng  and  fbeding)  hav«  been  in  eosie  Measure 
compelled  to  buy  m  poor  Cattle  at  a  very  high  Prioe.  In  Fiei  die 
Market  for  Beef  has  been  grossly  abused.  That  of  Pork  is  not  yet 
meddled  with.  Therefore,  to  fix  a  generous  Price,  and  by  Degreee 
try  to  bring  other  Articles  to  that  Standard  I  judged  adviaeabley 
rather  than  follow  that  ruinous  Bule  of  Ph>jportion  which  in  the 
Course  of  ten  mondis  has  put  almost  every  necessary  of  Life  beyond 
the  Rebch  of  money.  Your  Board  will  be  the  best  Judges  of  the 
Gradations  by  which  ike  wished  for  Beform  may  most  safely  be 
effected  without  risking  the  Supplies  for  the  Army  and  I  aliould  be 
glad  to  have  your  Determination  as  soon  as  possible,  especially  on 
the  Article  of  Pork,  as  the  Season  for  it,  approaches  ftst. 
X  have  Ae  honour  to  be 

Sir,  your  mo :  Obd*  hble  Serv*, 

WM.  BDCHANNAN,  C.  G.  of  P. 

Direetedf 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton^  Esquire,  Prendent  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvanisy  Lancaster. 


Bbsolution  of  Council,  177T. 

In  Omrnoil,  Liseagter  Oot(»ber  21>  1777 
Ordered, 

That  CqV  Evan  Evans,  Col^  WUHam  Evans,  CoP  Thomas,  Col'  Gib- 
bons, Cap^  Tbovaa  Levis,  Cap*  William  Brooks  and  Cap^  Jacob  Ru- 
dolph be  authorised  and  required  to  oolleot  without  delay  from  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chester  as  have  not  taken  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  &  abjuration,  or^rfao  have  aided  or  assisted  the  enemy, 
arms  £  accoutrements.  Blankets,  Shoes  &  Stockings  for  the  use  of 
the  army:  that  they  appraise  the  same  when  taken  according  to  their 
quality,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  for  a  new  single  blanket 
and  give  certificates  for  the  same  to  the  owners.  That  thev  call  to 
their  aid  the  Militia  of  this  Common  Wealth,  who  are  hereoy  order- 
ed to  obey  and  assist  them  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  and  that 
thej  deliver  the  same,  so  taken,  to  the  order  of  the  Clothier  General, 
<Hr  his  agent,  with  whom  they  are  to  oonespond  in  the  discharge  of 
this  business. 

Extraot  from  the  minutes« 

TT.  MATIJLGK,  800*7. 
'    A  Committee  for  the  above  mentioned  purpose  is  appointed  tot 
the  County  of  Lancaster,  and  it  is  under  consideration  of  Council  to 
appoint  the  most  spirited  Gentlemen  in  several  other  counties  to  ezd- 
ente  this  business. 

T.  M. 


Extract  of  a  lbttbb  fbom  Gsnbral  Wabhingtok,  1777. 

dated  Oct.  21, 1777. 

I  heartily  wish  the  States  may  feel  the  inportance  of  filling  their 
battalions,  &  may  in  conseouenoe  of  the  recomendation  of  Congress 
adopt  Buch  measures  as  will  pMve  eflbctual  for  the  purpose.  I  can- 
not bat  think  tliat  heretofore,  there  has  been  a  want  of  attention 
in  this  instance,  &  that  the  subject^  though  interestingto  the  last 
degree,  has  been  viewed  with  too  much  indifference.  The  ^solution 
reapeoting  deserters,  1  hope  wi^  also  have  their  notice.  It  is  highly 
Beoessary,  that  they  should  come  into  some  regulations  for  appre- 
hending them,  &  punishing  those  who  give  them  countenance.  If 
fbia  la  not  done,  our  force  will  be  always  diminishing  ft  no  exertions 
in  the  army  will  prevent  it  I  shall  trr  the  efitetB  of  a  proelama- 
Utm  <m  ^nm  who  are  tiow  delinquents,  &  shall  be  happy  if  it  meets 
vrith  Buocess,  but  confess  from  the  experiment  I  have  made  that  I 
ttot  aangnina  in  my  e]q[iBotationfl  tbt  ft  will  be  the-eaee. 


SOB  EERNSTLl^linUL  ABOOtTM  Vm. 

As  to  the  reoraiting  officers,  I  mast  obseire  that  DotwithstandiDg 
the  resolution  of  Oongreeft  oF  the  31  ^f  Jttly,  ft  my  Gucular  letter 
on  the  subject  of  it  to  many  of  the  States,  I  have  not  received  an 
aoqDpul  thftt  tliy  ntmm  ktfd  bsen  ap|HUted  except  in  Connecticut 
&  Jersey. 

Bicttftefcy 

CHA'S  THOMSON,  Secy 


Seceotaky  MAtLACK  TO  Coi.  Joseph  Rbed,  177T. 

Lancaster,  October,  21, 1777. 

fiin 

flls  SteeQency  the  Piemdent  received  yo«r  letter  by  Uie  last  e>- 
ftem,  fot  which  t%e  Council- tfaaidc  yeu,  and  at  the  same  time  request 
A  continuance  of  your  correspondence.  Last  evening  an  «xpreM  fraa 
General  Mifflin  past  thro  here  for  Terk-tewn,  he  informs  that  the 
enemy  had  left  Fbiladel(>hia  on  Sunday  and  that  a  party  had  been 
4]spatehed  yesterday  morning  by  Gen*  Waahisigton  to  harcass  their 
(Tear,  a  confirmation  of  this,  we  are  anxioofily  waitiAg  for.    The 

f^ious  news  from  the  northward  had  prepared  the  peoples  minds 
ere  for  very  important  consequences,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  be 
disappointed.  Congratulations  are  heard  in  every  street  ft  in  ever 
house.  I  feel  the  joy  which  animates  every  honest  Breast  as  I  am 
sure  you  do. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  servant, 
T.M. 

To  Col.  J.  Reed^  at  camp. 


!R.  M'CAWstteB  TO  I^»sn)«OT  Waamow,  ITTT. 

fiimoyer  fown,  2td  cf  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

After  a  hard  alanigj«  it  ai^^ean%  ahdi  #ubdot  those  Befvaotory  set 
of  People,  wfuoh-vis  more  than  th^  half  of  thia  Oovntyj  tha  fa^m 
being  qearly  oolectedi  at  least  in  the  uper  end,  whew  liive  4  h^ve 
Ord^ed  the^2'  &  3'  Classes  to  mardh  on  Mondi^^  oest^  mongst  fboae 
who  Befas#d  to  Sfidmut  the.othei»  >)ei^gaom^tin^  g^p  j  the  pftouc^ 


complain  for  want  of  t^ieir  ooipidttMla  k  AoM  be  Ibrtreamly  |1ad 
thej  ooald  be  sileneed  in  that  matter,  I  aent  tometiDM  pBat  by  Mr. 
ArwBH  far  Uiem^  y  exelevcy  ghre  me  to  know  tfiej  w«va  w^  oiker 
tbinffs  sent  to  Eaaton,  abonld  tbej  be  aiived  w^  bo  gbMl  tbej  ooold' 
bare  them  before  they  goa 

I  am  w^  due  Respect  y' . 

Ezoellenciea  Moat  oV 

Hu"  Serv* 

RICH*  M'ALBSTiyB. 
Direetedj 

To  Eacelen^y  Thomas  Whartenj  E«u  Preeident  of  the  Executor 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster 
^  Philip  BhuU,  Express. 


MBVaRAXTEMk  (XP  SZFAliBE8»  kc^  1T77. 

OcioV  aa,  17V7. 

FeHx  MaTglaaky  was  $ent  express  to  Bethlebem  for  the  Arms  be- 
longing to  the  continent  to  bo  brought  here  and  tried. 

And  by  him  were  sent  the  orders  to  Jacob  Morgan,  IBsq^  for  call- 
ing oat  the  fifth  k,  sixtb  claases  of  Berk  Militia^  and  the  order  to 
John  Wietsel,  Bsc}.;  for  calling  out  the  fifth  k  sixth  classes  of  the 
Northampton  Militia,  with  orders  to  deHrer  both  these  letters  wjth 
bitf  own  bands,  as  dbredcd,  or  to  leaTe  them  at. the  houses  of  the 
persons  to  whom  ihej  are  directed* 

24«  To  Cd.  Smkh  of  Cheater  Gcmikfy,  If  Cap*.  Jn.  Qarfeawi-. 
Xo  OoL  H<Ul]8««r,  (with  CommiBaiosB  ftir  the  Mfliti*  oftoera  of 
tb*  oomty)  ^  Pbtlip  Shnll,  and  alao  to  John  CawtfaeN^Hiqr,  Oom^' 
"Co. 


By  Jaoob  8.  HeweHj 

To  Com.  Hazlewood,  Proclamations  &  A<ldresses. 

To  James  k  Jn*.  Wharton. 
,  To  Cap*.  Blewer,  Proc.  k  Ad. 
•  To  Mr*.  Matlack,  &c. 

^  2&  V»  BartiMi  Ckilbfaithy  d%  to  hiadelf  hi  person. 
Td  Ool.  Hwtiff;  by  Ool.  CobliighsJBi. 

26.  Mich*  Beinbarty  ient  exycew  ta  beid  qx^  with  %  ktif  for  Jo^ 
Be^d  k  one  for  Mr.  PayQe. 


OM'  PSHHSZLTAHXA.  ASDHmS  1777.  ^ 

ai.  SnlMnm  sent  et|nM8  ia  hmA  qnrtan,  * 
To  OoL  GroDOW  and  CoL 

To  OommiUeo  fir  aeising  toiy  property  of  Baehi;  Philai*  eity  ft 
couxAjif  and  oonnly  of  CSheator. 
To  Col.  Beed  &  Mr.  PaiDO  &  divers  primte  letter*. 


ClBCULAK  LbTTER  OF  CoUKGIL  TO  LiBUTBNANTS. 

In  Conndl,  Lancaster,  October  28*,  1777. 
Sir, 

Ckneral  Washington  hath  written  to  this  Council  in  the  mbek 
piesdng  terms,  requesting  from  this  state  a  more  e£Fectnal  ud  of  men 
and  arms  than  has  hitherto  been  afforded  him ;  and  expressing  his 
great  sorprise  to  find  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth  so  ex- 
treamly  backward  to  take  the  field  in  their  own  defence.  The 
Gonncil  has-  ordered  from  the  several  eontiitfes  saoh  a  number  of 
militia,  as  had  the  classes  turned  out  in  the  manner  they  ought  to 
have  done,  would  have  prevented  this  just  reflection,  and,  probably 
would  have  finished  the  campaign  before  this  day,  gremy  to  the 
advantage  of  the  cause  of  liberty  and  highly  to  the  honour  of  the 
state.  ^  Sut  it  is  not  yet  too  lata  to  attack  Gfeneral  Howe  and  drive 
him  with  disgrace  from  our  country. 

The  Council  do  therefore  hereby  order  that  the  classes  of  tlie 
,  militia  of  your  coun^  be  immediately  sent  forward  a^ording  to  law 
and  ioin  General  Washinffton  with  the  greatest  expedition.  To 
spend  time  in  the  hiring  of  substitutes  is  to  little  purposo,  exoej^t  a 
few,  just  to  fix  the  sum  which  shall  be  levied  on  delinquents  refusing 
to  go  Mi  in  their  iuiNu  The  fitaemen  of  the  state  must  defend  theni- 
Mves  or  tamely  bear  the  oalanities  of  war,  and  the  too  certain 
plundering  and  ravagee  d  the  enemy.  And  if  you  do  not  find  these 
classes  turn  out  generally  you  are  hereby  authorised  and  remind 
immediately  to  call  out  and  send  forward  to  camp  the  neSLttwoeUasea 
also.  Such  persons  as  have  not  gone  out  in  their  turn  in  the  olaseea 
heietofece  eidkd,  wha  will  tup  out  in  the  classes  now  called,  their 
services  will  be  received  as  a  full  compensation  for  their  former 
neffleot.  Volunteers  who  turn  out  on  this  great  occasion  will  deserve 
and  meet  with  every  possible  encouragement. 

You  are  to  use  every  possible  means  to  furnish  the  men  now  callad 
out  with  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets ;  and  encourage  everj 
man  to  do  thb  for  himself,  as ikr  as  h^  is  able,  you  ase  to  hav^  every 
man's  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets  fairly  aApmised,  that  be 
may  be  paid  for  them  if  lost  in  the  service.  And  you  are  to  par- 
chase  as  many  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets  as  can  be  had.  If. 
more  can  be  procured  than  will  be  necessary,  for  your  classes  send 
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them  forward  to  General  Armstrong  at  oamp  and  take  Ua  receipt 
for  them. 

The  animating  example  of  the  Eastern  states 'who  have  nobly 
exerted  themselves  in  thecanse  of  Mberty^  we  hope  will  excite  yon  to 
a  like  virtnoos  exertkm.  They  by  joining  the  continental  army  nnder 
General  Gates  in  sufficient  nnmbers  have  totally  broken  the  enemya 
army  under  General  Burgoine,  and  taken  him  and  all  that  are  left 
of  his  men  and  officers  prisoners  with  their  arms,  baggage  and  cannon. 
This  glorious  action  will  be  recorded  in  history  greatly  to  their  honour 
and  establish  their  reputation  for  ages.  And  there  b  eyery  reason 
to  hope  and  expect  with  the  blessing  of  God  that  a  like  virtuous  and 
manly  effort,  on  the  part,  of  our  mmtia,  will  be  equally  effectual  m 
destroying  the  remainder  of  the  King  of  England's  army  now  under 
the  command  of  General  Howe,  in  Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  this- 
commonwealth,  and  by  this  means  fix  the  peace  and  glory  of  ibe 
freemen  of  this  State  on  a  firm  basis.  On  the  contrary  if  we  sit' 
supinely  and  suffer  our  enemies  to  possess  our  capital  without  one 
manly  effort  for  its  relief^  how  disgraceful;  how  destmotiTe  will  this' 
be. 

N.  B.  Tou  are  to  send  no  more  than  a  proper  proportion  of 
officers  to  the  number  of  men. 

An  ordinance  is  preparing  for  the  more  effectual  and  immediate 
coUecUng  of  substitute  money,  which  the  council  is  determined  to 
carry  into  execution  by  compulsive  means  if  no  other  will  answer 
the  purpose. 


Obligatiok  of  Sundry  Pbbsovs  io  Appbab,  1777. 

We  the  subscribers  do  promise  &  ensage  each  for  himself  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Gounpil  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  whenevw  we 
sball  be  called  upon,  to  answer  for  such  Matten  as  have  or  shall  be 
iclledged  against  us  by  the  Lieutenants  of  this  Oottntf  of 
or  others.    Witness  our  Hand  this  28«  Ootr^  1777. 

JOHK  MmLERp  ChBISTIAN  liEINBAQH; 

PjETxa  Ghbist,  Miobael  EbsiteE; 

OoTTIiOB  JUNOMANN^  JaOOB  EbB, 

Matth.  Zahm,    '  Geobqe  Milleb.  ' 

Mabtin  Hibt,  John  AnqIe, 

Jacob  Gassleb^  and  some  others; 


eM        vEssssLYAmik  ^amnfm  rm. 

PSESIBBNT   WhABTON    TO    COMMODOBS    HaZBLWOOD,  1777. 

Lnoaatov,  Oei  H,  1777. 

I  wxaU  to  jrou  &  £bw  Dajfa  ago  ia  answev  to  your  letter  in  Cotnp 
with  Col  Bradford,  and  aeut  it  to  Head  Quarters,  to  be  forward. 

Gouncil  U  appteheosive  yoa  are  in  want  of  Money  to  pay  the  Fleet; 
4L9y  have  therefore  eeit  M*  J,  S.  Howell  with  I^ine  thousand  Dol- 
lars ta  be  deliyereci  to  the  Faymasterj  and  ha^  orders  if  a  farther 
Sam  ia  wanted,  either  for  the  Paymaster  or  Commissaryj  to  endeavor 
t»  bonrow  it  and  Coundl  will  take  Care  that  it  be  soon  repaid. 

Xf  any  difficutlty  shoold  arise  in  Procuring  provisions  for  the  Fleet| 
the  enclos'd  warrant  can  be  made  uae  ot  If  there  should  be  an 
absolute  lecesaity  to  procure  provisions  for  the  fleet  out  of  the  State 
of  Kew  Jerseji,  the  counoil  have  no  doubt  if  application  be  made  to 
Qo7'  Livingston  he  will  immediately  order  tnem  to  be  supplyed. 
Qaunml  iuw  heard  with  pleaflure  the  brave  defence  that  hath  been 
made  by  the  Fleet  under  your  command^  and  the  Fort^  and  flatter 
themselvea  that  from  your  good  Conduct  and  perseverance^  and  the 
-antivi^  and  bravery  of  the  men^  the  enemy  will  be  totally  repolsed, 
A  very  gio^t  firing  has  been  heard  foe  two  days  past.  I  anxiously 
wait  the  event. 

lam, 
with  much  respect  to  the  offiee»  ef  the  Fleet  and  Army, 
Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHABTON,  jun',  Pred*. 

Comrn'  Ha^el/vreod.  (O^jO 

P.  &  8iB«a  writing  the  withia,.  ne  have  the  gloriooa  news  thai 
Jim  leyidsed  tM  tMtay  «ad  destrojed  two  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain's ships  in  their  a^lepifft  to  we^  the  Ghevaux  fi'Frize.  Very 
soon  I  expect  tQ  have  this  confii^med,  and  to  hear  the  eneoiy  are 
retreating.  General  Washington,  I  expect,  will  eoon  ^e  a  good 
aoeount  of  the  army.  Thank  God  for  all  his  fnvours!  The  day  ta, 
I  hope,  near  at  hand',  when  we  can  say  with  safety  that  America  is 
free  and  Independent. 

ADieUj 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHABTON,  jun',  Prtai*. 


PBNNBYLVANU  ABCHIYB8  X77T.  «9T 

PnES.  Whabton  to  Geni-  Washington,  1777, 

Lancaster^  24t  Oct%1777.    . 
Sir, 

I  bad  the  Honoxir  of  receiving  your  favotur  of  the  17**  Inst.;  which 
was  immediately  laid  before  Council. 

In  Consequence  of  this  Application  we  hare  ordered  out  two 
Classes  of  Militia,  offering  an  Exemption  frpm  their  Fines  to  such 
Delinquents  of  the  former  Classes  as  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  join 
them,  &  have  invited  all  of  every  Olass'to  turn  out  as  Volunteers. 
The  Lieutenants  have  orders,  if  they  do  not  find  these  two  classes 
turn  out  generally,' to  order  to  Camp  the  next  two  succeeding  Classes. 
To  encourage  the  people  to  exert  themselves  with  Alacrity  we  have 
jmblished  an  Address,  offering  every  Motive  we  could  suggest  to 
Btimulate  our  Constituents  to  weir  duty. 

What  Numbers  may  be  drawn  forth  into  Service  in  Consequence  of 
these  Measures  we  cannot  pos^bly  ascertain  with  precision,  but  be- 
lieve they  wiU  be  more  than  we  can  possibly  arm.  If  you  should 
think  proper  to  encourage  our  Calling  forth  unarmed  men  under  the 
prospect  of  their  finding  Arms  at  Camp,  we  will  endeavour  to  do 
more ;  but  from  the  View  your  Letter  presents  of  the  Want  of  that 
necessary  Article  with  You,  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  take  further 
Measures  at  present  to  draw  forth  a  Multitude  of  People  who  can- 
not afford  any  Service. 

The  other  important  Subject  mentioned  in  your  Letter  of  taking 
Measures  for  oompleating  oar  Continental  Battallions  I  shall  com- 
municate to  the  Legislature  as  soon  as  they  meet. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &o. 


(Copt.')    Letter  from  Thos.  Hartlbt  to ,  1777. 

Camp,  October  24th,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  last — ^be  assured  that  there  is  no  one  fonder  than 
myself  of  conveying  good  intelligence,  nor  no  one  would  be  more 
desirous  of  keeping  up  a  correspondence  with  the  good  people  of 
Lancaster  than  myself,  but  we  are  so  often  pinched  in  time  iand 
place,  that  you  may  frequently  be  disappointed  in  expecting  to  hear 
from  me ;  however,  1  shall  do  as  well  as  I  can. 

Yesterday,  a  body  of  our  army  advanced  towards  tie  city:  the 
pickets  were  drove  in  and  not  supported;  our  troops  paraded  pome 
time  along  their  front^  but  received  very  little  injury;  we  took 
some  prisoners. 
Vol.  v.— 30 
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On  tbo  eveniBg  of  tbe  22%  ax  of  the  enemies  beet  Sbips  ceme  up 
the  river  pest  the  first  set  of  fmes,  and  cannonaded  our  fort  and 
vessels  exceeding  warmly  indeed ;  they  continned  the  same  the  next 
morning;  onr  people  on  proper  occasions  retamed  the  fixe.  The 
firing  was  superior  to  that  at  SnUivan's  Island.  We  'were  all 
anxiety  to  know  what  wonld  be  the  consequence  of  this  thnndering 
contest.  We  had  detachments  near  the  city  on  both  sides  of  the 
SohnylJulI  to  attack  if  an  opportunity  ofiered^  but  it  seems  there 
was  none. 

About  eleven  o'Clock  we  heard  a  monstrous  explosion  wfaiok 
shook  the  neighbouring  country^  and  a  prodigious  column' of  smoak 
roee  towards  the  heavens.  We  feared  Uiat  it  might  be  the  maga- 
aine  at  the  fort ;  better  fortune  awaited  America — there  were  mw 
shot  fired  afterward. 

Our  people  at  the  tide  of  Ebb  sent  down  a  few  fire  rafts  or  ves- 
sels among  the  enemy,  one  of  whidi  prove4  successful ;  the  Augusta 
of  64  guns  caught  fire  and  was  blown  up ;  the  rest  of  the  fleet  re- 
treated—our vessels  pursued — some  other  fire  vessels  were  sent 
after,  and  a  thurty  two  gun  frigate  shared  the  same  fate  with  the 
Augusta.  May  they  meet  with  the  like  success  in  all  future  at- 
tempts. Our  trpops  in  the  fort  and  the  gallics  must  be  in  high 
spirits.  The  enemys  must  soon  consider  themselves  in  a  bad  way. 
*  The  Northern  news  is  confirmed — ^Oeneral  Howe  must  think  of  re- 
treating immediately.  If  there  was  a  true  spirit  of  liberty  in  this 
State,  the  army  under  Qeneral  Howe  would  be  in  a  more  dangerous 
situation  than  Burgoine  ever  was.  They  have,  it  seemsi  but  18 
Transports  on  this  side  New-castle.  A  liethargy  seems  to  prevafl 
among  the  people ;  can  neither  honour^  glory  or  Interest  rouse  them 
to  join  in  expelling  these  invaders  ? 

With  the  help  of  God,  if  the  people  at  large  will  not  assist,  I  bope 
we  may  soon  give  a  good  account  of  these  intruders  with  our  little 
army. 

I  am.^  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient, 
»^  humble  Servant, 

THOS.  HAKTLET. 


(Copy.)    Letter  Adam  Hubley  to ,  1777. 

Camp,  October  24th,  1777. 

All  is  wen  on  and  about  Delaware.  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  giv- 
ing you  an  account  of  a  most  heavy  firing  at  the  forts,  which  lasted 
upwards  of  seven  hours  successively  without  intermission. 

By  express  just  arrived  we  have  the  following  particulan.    That 
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Mtlj  on  ile  monuDg  of  jotorday,  tht  Angusta  mui  of  wat  of  64* 
goDs,  with  sundry  frigates  and  a  number  of  smaUer  Tessel^  f annA 
up  the  Delaware  in  order  to  make  an  attack,  when  they  were  re- 
ceived by  oar  row  Gallies  below  the  forts^  at  the  same  time  the 
fort  on  red  bank  was  attacked  by  about  2000  Troops  (chiefly  Hes- 
mans)  under  the  command  of  Oount  Danupe.  A  most  severe  en*: 
gagem*  ensued^  both  by  land  and  wtter,  and  whilst  thus  engaged| 
our  Commodore  dropt  down  a  number  of  our  fire  rafts  amongst  th« 
OaitiflTs  fleet^  whibt  our  brave  troops  nobly  defended  their  ground 
at  the  bank;  and  about  12  oTlock,  thro'  the  intrepidity  of  our  land 
forces,  and  good  e£Fects  the  rafts,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gallies 
produced,  put  an  end  to  that  ever  memorable  day's  work.  Our  loss 
on  this  occasion  is  inconsiderable.  The  enemies  loss  is  as  follows, 
Tiz.,  on  the  water^  the  Augusta  of  64  guns  and  .the  Dantrige  frigate 
of  32  guns  blown  up  by  the  rafts,  tla>ee  boats  loads  only  of  both 
crews  being  saved ;  also  one  frigate  run  aground,  which  our  people 
are  endeavouring  to  get  off,  but  if  'they  find  it  impracticable,  they 
undoubtedly  wiU  destroy  it 

By  land, 

Count  De-Naupe  was  mortally  wounded  and  fell  in  our  hands,  a 
oonsiderable  number  killed,  (not  yet  ascertained)  and  180  prisoners 
taken,  with  12  pieces  of  brass  artillery. 

-  We  are  just  informed,  another  expedition  is  forming  by  Howo 
against  red-bank,  to  consist  of  British  troops ;  the  remainders  of 
Danupe's  party  returned  with  infamy  to  Philad*  this  day,  and  their 
fleet  dropt  down  the  river  with  the  same  credit,  bemoaning  their 
loss.  Whilst  our  brave  miskeetoe  fleet,  as  the  caitiffs  chuse  to  call 
it,  are  returning  to  their  respective  stations,  and  with  their  land 
brethem  celebrate  the  ever  memorable  28^  day  of  October. 

Copy. 


Jonisf  Clark  to  Paul  Zantzinqbe,  1777 

Goshen,  Oct'  24%  1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  Morning  at  6  the  Enemy  attacked  fort  Mifflin,  two 
Ships  of  Foroe  attempted  the  Ghevauz  de  frize  but  were  so  injured 
the  Men  soon  abandoned  them  having  first  set  them  on  Fire  &  they 
soon  blew  up.  The  Explosion  was  great,  a  party  also  attempted  to 
land  on  Mud  Island  in  Boats;  but  were  defeated  with  great  loss. ' 
8000  attacked  red  Bank  on  the  Jersey  Shore  at  the  same  time.  The 
Cannonade  was  continued  from  all  sides  without  Intermission  till 
four  in  the  Afternoon,  at  which  time  the  Ships  blew  up.  I  believe 
this  the  last  effort    Every  preparation  is  made  for  precipitate  Re- 


700  PSUNSTLYANIA  ABCHITES  1777* 

treat    Qen*  WttfaingUm  is  adraunng  towsrdB  Uie  Oity.    I  oongraiK- 
hte  you  on  the  above. 

I  am  &e.| 

JOHN  CLARK. 

P.  S.  This  will  be  delivered  to  yoa  by  my  Express  to  GongresB. 
Hy  Informant  a  Spy  was  an  Eye  Witness  to  the  whole. 

Directed^ 
To  Paul  Zantzinger,  Esq'. 


Proclamation  by  his  Ezgbllisnot  Georgb  WASHiNGToVy 

1777. 

Proclamation  By  his  Excellency  George  Washington^  Esq^,  General 

and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  United 

States  of  America. 

Whereas  sundry  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  said  States 
have  deserted  from  the  same ;  These  are  to  make  known  to  all  those 
who  have  so  offended,  and  who  shall  return  to  their  respective  corpsi 
or  surrender  themselves  to  the  Officera  a^^ointed  io  receive  recruits 
and  deserters  in  their  several  jStatto,  or  to  any  Continental  Gommis- 
rioned  Officer,  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  that  they  shall 
obtain  a  full  and  free  pardon.  And  T  do  further  declare  to  aU  such 
obstinate  offenders  as  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  here- 
by offered,  that  they  may  depend,  when  apprehended,  on  being  pros- 
ecuted with  the  utmost  rigour,  and  suffering  the  punishment  justly 
due  to  crimes  of  such  enormity. 

Lest  the  hope  of  escaping  punishment  by  remsining  undiscoveredy 

should  tempt  any  to  reject  the  terms  now  held  out  to  them,  they  may 

be  assured,  that  the  most  effectual  measures  will  be  pursued  in  every 

State  for  apprehending  and  bringing  them  to  a  speedy  trial. 

Giv^n  under  my  hand  at  head  quarters  this  .24th  day 

of  October  Anno.  Domini,  1777. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command;  Bobert  H.  Harrison^  Sec'y. 
[Copy] 
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Col.  Joseph  Rebd  to  Presibskt  Wharton,  1777. 

AnUi3^  Morris's  House,  11  Miles  from  Philad. 

Chester  County,  Oct.  24%  1777,  8  "Clock,  P.  M. 
Sir, 

I  reeeiyed  M'  Madaok's  Fayour  last  Eyening.  The  Intelligenoi 
of  the  Enemy's  leaying  Philad.  was  premature.  I  saw  them  yesterw 
day  on  the  opposite  side  from  Beyeridges  House,  where  I  breakfasted* 
In  order  to  facilitate  their  Operations  on  the  Fort  by  sending  Detaeh- 
mente  to  Jersey  k  Proyinoe  Island,  they  were  obliged  to  contract 
their  Lines.  Accordingly  on  Sunday^  about  11  o'Clook,  they  retired 
from  Cermantown  &  its  Neighbourhood  as  low  as  Peale  Hall  on  the 
Falls  Boad,  extending  from  thence  on  their  left  to  Schuilkill,  and  their 
Bight  to  Kensington — On  this  Line.they  haye  thrown  up  a  Number 
of  Bedoubto  &  otherwise  strenffthned  it  so  as  to  enable  them  to  detadi 
with  Safety.  On  Sunday,  we  nad  Intelligence  that  113  Waggons^ 
with  an  Escort  of  1500  Men,  had  paas'd  oyer  the  lower  Ferry  to  go 
down  to  the  ships  ior  Proyiaions*    General  Green  was  ordered  to 

Csa  the  Schuylkill  to  attack  them,  but  a  heayy  Shower  coming  up 
fore  he  reaohM  the  Biyer,  he  returned  as  he  had  been  directed  in 
Case  of  Bain«  A  Council  was  then  held,  &  %  Majority  bebg  of  Opin^ 
ion  that  it  was  not  yet  too  late,  Gen'  McBouffal  was  ordei^  to  pro* 
ceed  on  the  jame  Business.  When  he  had  eross'd  the  Biyer  k 
pass'd  about  2  Miles  he  found  that  tie  Waggons  had  returned  the 
'  preceding  Eyening  by  Way  of  the  blue  BelL  And  that  what  was  sup* 
posed  to  be  an  EMort  was  a  large  Detachment  who  proceeded  no 
fiurther  than  Gray's  Ferry,  where  they  took  Post  k  began  to  forti^f 
in  order  to  protect  the  Bridge,  which  by  this  Time  was  completed. 
Upon  this  it  was  determined  to  strengthen  McI>ougal,&  order  him  to 
proceed  k  atteck  this  Body  k  destroy  their  Bridge  As  I  had  deter- 
mined to  accompany  Green,  I  proceeded  with  McDougal.  We  cross'd 
Ihe  Biyer  about  10  Miles  from  Philad^  The  whole  Detachment  when 
joined  by  Gen^  Potter  made  about  4000  Men ;  tho'  they  had  march'd 
all  the  Night  before,  k  crossed  the  Biyer  twice,  they  went  back  with 

great  Spirits.  We  reached  the  Ground  about  Sunrise,  k  to  our  great 
urprise  found  the  Post  had  been  eyacuated  the  preceding  Eyening, 
k  their  Bridge  broken  to  Pieces.  The  Detachment,  after  destrojing 
their  Hnte,  Works,  &c.,  returned  to  Camp.  I  steyed  here  with  a 
small  Party  of  Horse  for  some  Purposes  not  proper  to  be  trusted  to 
a  Letter.-A)n  the  22',  in  the  Afternoon,  there  was  a  heavy  Canno- 
nade, followed  by  the  hottest  Fire  of  Musquetry  I  eyer  heard,  k  lasted 
for  full  half  an  Hour.  We  supposed  it  to  be  at  Bed  bank  where 
the  Gallics 'lay — Col.  Greene,  of  Bhode  Island,  with  about  400 
Men,  lays  at  that  Post.  We  have  not  heard  the  Issue  with  Cer- 
tainty, but  from  many  Circumstances  haye  little  Beason  to  doubt 
but  the  Enemy  was  repulsed  in  an  Attempt  to  storm  it.    That  they. 
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went  on  this  Errand,  we  had  certain  Intelligence  from  Town,  wiA 
the  Cfri^atnstance  that  the  General  had  promiaed  the  HeflBiao  Grena- 
diers 200  Gaineas  if  they  succeeded.  This  Day,  I  suppoae,  wiQ 
bring  us  the  Acoonnt  with  some  Certainty.  As  to  the  'Fort,  it  con- 
tinues its  flaUant  Defence,  &  has  sufficiently  demonstrated  the  Mzrof  of 
that  Opinion  which  led  to  a  total  Demolition  of  that  Work. 

Yesterday  Morning,  about  Sunrise,  a  most  furious  Cannomtde 
began,  &  from  the  Heighths  of  Bcfavylklill  we  eould  discern  it  to  be 
maa.  some  ships  which  seems  to  ooofirm  a  Seport  that  2  Ships  had 
paas'd  the  lower  GheTmuz  de  frise.  However,  the  Event  was  fiappy 
-^For  tho'  we  were  at  one  lime  apprehensive  the  Fort  was  on  ¥ire, 
it  proved  to  be  a  Ship.  About  1  •Clock  there  was  a  heavy  Explosion ; 
Gen^  Potter  saw  it  plainly,  &  is  sure  it  was  of  a  very  large  Ship 
below  the  Chevauz  de  frize.  Soon  after  there  was  another  some- 
thing smaller,  supposed  to  be  of  another  Vessel.  This  is  the  best 
fitate  of  Things  I  can  give  yon^  k  I  cannot  but  congratulate  yon  t 
&e  Gentlemen  with  you,  upon  it  I  assure  you,  in  my  Judgment 
there  is  a  h«tppy  Prospect  of  a  speedy  &  glorious  End  to  the  Contesi 
If  the  Fort  still  holds  out  (&  we  have  thrown  a  licesh  supply  of 
Ammunition  &  Provisions  tor  6  Weeks  into  it)  the  Enemy  muX 
leave  Phikid*.  After  every  species  of  Distress  to  the  Inhabitant^ 
without  much  Distinction,  Gen.  Howe  finds  himself  pinehM  for  Pro- 
visions, especially  Bread.  The  allowanee  is  small,  &  his  Troops 
begin  to  complain.-^There  beinff  no  Change  in  our  Affaks  for  the 
wone,  in  about  8  Days  I  think  they  will  quit  PhihMl*. 

I  do  not  know^whether  Col^  Baryard  is  with  you,  but  if  he  is  yo« 
will  oblige  me  by  communicating  this  Letter  to  him,  as  it  will  com- 
ply With  my  Proodse  of  giving  him  Information  of  Oocarrendee. 
I  am,  with  much  Bespect  &  Begard, 
D-  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obedt  &  very  Hble  Serv., 

JOS.  REKD. 
.    For  the  first  Time  these  2  Weeks,  there  has  been  a  total  Siknoe 
at  the  Fort  the  whole  Morning. 
DirecUd. 

^0  His  Bxcell.,  Thomaa  Wharton,  Esq.,  Preside  of  the  Council  of 
Pennsylvania^  at  Lancaster. 


FaOM  Col*  Josbph  Bssd  to—-,  1777. 

Darby,  Oct.  25, 1777.^ 

A  Deserter  from  the  Begiment  of  Losberg  says  that  lib  oame  over 

the  Middle  Ferry  last  Night  with  200  Men— lOO  lor  Gnard,  &  100 

for  Fatigue.    No  other  Troops  there.    Three  Begim**  of  Britnh  & 

\  HesBian  ordered  over  to  Bedba&k  last  Night    The  ^mam  Qveii». 
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HetB  loak  800  Men  in  the  kte  Attftbk.  Count  Donop  kit  hk  leg. 
Col.  Menginrode  klUed  on  the  spot.  Col.  Sbiok  died  of  his  Woanda 
before  he  got  to  Philad.  Eight  Captains  killed  &  wounded.  Bat 
80  of  the  Qrenadien  left  who  went  on  the  Attack.  The  Hessians 
much  discontented  with  their  Duty — had  no  Bread  for  4  Days ;  no 
Pay  sinoe  they  left  New  York.  They  were  oat  of  Meat  for  some 
Timcy  bat  got  a  late  Sapply  of  .Provisions  from  the  Ships.  Their  duty  ' 
rery  hard — constantly  on  Oaard  or  Fatieae.  He  left  his  Post  about 
2  "Clock  this  Morning,  with  his  Comrade,  who  was  retaken.  They 
deserted  for  fear  the  Begiment  should  be  ordered  to  Bedbank.  The 
Talk  of  the  Camp  is,  that  the  Bridge  at  the  Middle  Ferry  is  laid  over 
in  order  to  attack  the  Army  on  this  Side.  That  they  must  retreat  in 
a  few  Days  to  Wilmington  if  they  cannot  get  up  their  Shipping. 
Great  Distress  for  Provisions  in  Town.  All  those  who  were  able  that 
went  to  Bedbank  to  attack  the  Fort  on  Wednesday,  have  returned. 
Goant  Donop  commanded  in  that  Attack.  He  does  not  think  there 
are  above  4000  Hessians  now  left  fit  for  Duty  out  of  the  12,000  which 
first  arrived  &  their  Beinforcements  since.* 


Extract  of  a  Letter  fbom  Huan  Smtth,  Esq.,  Post- 
master, 1777. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hugh  Smyth,  Esq'*,  Post  Master  at  Head 
Quarters,  dated  Oct'  25th,  1777. 

<'  The  Day  before  yesterday  between  12  &  1500  Hessians,  headed 
''by  Count  Donop,  their  Ohief,  crossed  the  Delaware  to  attack 
<'  the  Fort  at  Red  Bank.  When  they  came  before  it,  thay  sum- 
''  moned  the  Garri*  to  surrender — the  answer  was  defiance,  &c. 
<'  Immediately  the  action  commenced  hot  &  obstinate  on  both  sides, 
''  when  aflter  a  smart  Engagement  the  Hessians  gave  Way ;  their 
<'  killed  &  wounded  are  pretty  fiigh  800.  Count  Donop  wounded, 
«'  &  a  Prisoner  together  with  his .  Aid,  &c*,  &  one  Colonel.  Our 
^«  men  never  quitted  their  Quarters,  &  <jf  Course  were  not  exposed 
w  to  the  Enemy's  Fire.  Our  loss  is  two  killed,  &  eleven  wounded ; 
^^  this  is  almost  incredible,  but  I  assure  you  ^ti§  Fact.'' 

'*  Yesterday  the  JBxperiment,  a  64  Gun-ship,  laid  siege  to  bur 
'<  Fort,  &  began  the  most  furious  Cannonade  1  ever  heard,  which 
<<  continued  'till  about  Noon,  when  she  was  set  on  Fire,  &  shortly 
^  after  exploded.  The  shock  was  felt  at  Camp,  several  Windows 
^  being  broke  close  by  us.  About  an  Hour  after  we  heard  another 
*'  Explosion;  sad  were  our  Conjectures  on  tl^is  Occasion— thinking 

*  There  is  no  sigiiatare  or  direetion  to  this,  but  it  is  evidently  in  the  same 
luHndwritSng  as  the  preceding  letter. 
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^  a  was  OUT  MagftKiae  %t  the  Fort.  Bat  lo !  the  Cloud  btmts^  k  n 
^*  BxpresB  arrives  with'the  News  of  a  64  GoiHihip  &  Frigate's  bdng 
^*  blown  np  bj  oar  incessant  firing  &  fire  Works,  &c*. 

<<  Hesd  Qaarters  axe  16  miles  from  Philad*.  on  the  old  Yoii 
^'  Boad." 


GBORaB  Ross,  Jr.,  to  Captain  Hayes,  1777. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Grabb  Informs  me  that  yon  have  preas'd  a  team  that  he 
brought  down  to  carry  Liquor  to  Gamp.  Yon  have  no  right  U 
press  a  Team  when  there  is  a  quarter-master  for  that  Purpose.  AU 
Prcss'd  Teams  look  to  me  for  their  Pay,  but  this  man  can  get  his 
from  no  Person  as  he  is  press'd  without  authority.  I  expect  yea 
will  immediately  give  up  the  team,  &  make  a  regular  application  to 
me  for  one  if  wanted.    ' 

G.  ROSS,  J',  Qt'  Master, 
Lane',  25*^  Oof,  1777. 
Dtreeted, 
To  Gapt.  Hays. 


Archibald  McClean  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York,  Octo'  25«*  1777, 

11  <^Glock  on  Saturday,  A.  M. 

After  Graving  the  Pardon  and  indulgence  of  the  Council,  for 
which  my  so  often  troubling  tliem  doth  require  apology,  having  the 
the  Establishment  of  order  and  Government  as  far  as  necefisary, 
convenient,  and  practicable  amongst  us,  again  restored,  and  being 
determined  to  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  for  the  effecting  thereof 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  ext£ds,much  at  Heart,  and  being  at  present 
laid  under  unexpected  Embarrassments,  which  have  approached  in 
an  unforseen  manner,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  communicate  them  to 
Council,  and  humbly  Grave  the  assistance  and  Direction  which  can 
in  the  present  Circumstances  be  afforded,  and  of  which  on  a  full 
Information  thereof  Council  can  &  will  be  the  most  ^competent 
Judges,  as  also  of  the  Remedies  adequate  for  the  Relief  thereof  An 
Election  for  the  various  Officers  of  the  County,  which  the  Laws  do 
require,  .hath  been  held  here  under  tbe  direction  of  |Wm.  Rowan, 
Sheriff;  the  returns  were  made  out,  and  the  proper  papers  delivered 
him  by  the  Judges,  &c*.    I  saw  him  in  the  Evening  before  the  bnai* 
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nesB  was  compleated ;  requested  bis  stay  nnttl  morniog,  that  a  sare 
Plan  mi^ht  be  laid  down  and  adopted  for  tbe  opening  and  holding 
the  ensuing  Court^  now  near  approaching,  as  I  then  had*  that  matter 
under  oonsideration  with  Mr.  Morris^  who  was  occasionally  here. 
Notwithstanding  which  he  went  away  about  8  ""dock  at  Night  of  tho 
Thursday  next  after^the  Election^  and  I  have  not  seen  nor  heard 
from  him  since. 

By  Mr.  Morris  I  wrote  to  Council  of  his  unfitness  for  the  Office, 
&  the  inconveniencies  we  may  be  subjected  to  by  Reason  of  the 
local  situation  of  his  Residence^  and  Recommended  Mr.  William 
Scott,  the  other^  Person  on  the  Return,  with  him,  but  he  being 
in  the  Militia,  and  not  Returned  nor  Consulted,  I  could  not  answer 
for  him,  but  would  endeavour  to  inform  the  Council  of  his  Mind  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  is  not  yet  come  home ;  I  am  informed  he  is 
sick  in  Chester  County,  but  expected  home  every  Pay,  and  I  as  yet 
do  not  know  that  he  will  serve,  but  doth  know  that  he  is  suitable, 
capable,  &  agreeable  to  the  people,  and  I  presume  he  may  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  accept.  A  Precept  was  issued  for  the  Summoning 
Juries,  &c*,  upon  the  18th  Instant,  and  it  yet  remains  in  the  Offico 
for  want  of  an  Officer  to  execute  it.  Notices  were  also  prepared,  to 
be  distributed  throughout  the  County,  for  the  Publick  housekeepers 
to  attend,  but  for  want  of  Officers  I  am  yet  obliged  to  keep  them.  I 
sent  an  Express  on  the  Day  before  yesterday  for  Mr.  Rowan  to  come 
immediately  here— but  he  hath  not  oome— -by  which  I  informed  him 
that  the  Court  could  be  opened  by  his  attendance  under  the  Com- 
mission he  already  hath,  as  that  was  in  Force  until  a  new  one  would 
Issue.  What  his  reasons  are  for  this  unaccountable  conduct  I  know 
not,  but  sure  I  ,am  that  it  much  distresseih  me,  and  I  know  no 
adequate  Remedy.  I  am  now  called  home,  about  18  miles  hence, 
and  will  be  here  early  on  Monday  Morning  in  order  to  give  all  due 
attendance  in  my  power,  and  would  yet  hope  that  the  Sheriff  will 
give  attendance  that  at  least  the  Court  may  be  opened  if  nothing 
else  can  be  done. 

I  fully  hope  for  and  expect  the  attendance  and  assistance  of  Mr. 
Morris,  or  some  other  Gentleman  of  the  Law ;  here  I  have  none  to 
advise  with  or  give  me  any  assistance  either  in  Matter  or  Form. 

The  kind  assistance  &  directions  of  the  Council  will  be  thankfully 
received  &  acknowledged. 
I  am, 
may  it  please  your  Excellency, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obliged 

humble  servant, 
ARCH*  MoCLEAN. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supream  Executive  Council. 

80* 
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Col.  Flower  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Allen  TowD,  26  OctoV,  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  inclosed  from  Mr.  Okely,  a  Letter  of  yoni 
Excellency's  to  him  ordering  a  Number  of  arms  and  a  cask  of  oil  to 
be  sent  on  to  Lancaster,  by  Mr.  M'Glasky,  which  order  I  have  sent 
one  of  my  Comy>^  of  stores  to  Bethleham  to  execute  without  Delay, 
and  shall  ever  be  happy  in  attending  to  every  order  in  my  power, 
your  Excellency  may  please  to  issue. 
I  have  the  Hon' 

to  be  your 
Exoelleneys  most  Obed^ 

Very  Hum'  Serv* 

BENJ.  FLOWER. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  Box  of  Onn  Locks  in  the  posseaaioii  of  John 
Hubley,  Esq.,  Com'  of  stores  at  Lancaster  which  if  your  ExoelleDcy 
thinks  proper  may  be  procured  and  delivered  to  your  Order  as  I  have 
wrote  to  him  ordering  the  same,  they  cost  thirty  shillings  a  pieos 
pnrohafled  of  Bayard  &  Go.  No  looks  in  onr  possession  the  property 
of  the  State  nor  no  return  ever  received  from  Mr.  Dehaven  sinoe  we 
left  Philada.,  of  the  Stores  under  his  care  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

B.  F. 

Directed, 

The  Hon«  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq.,  Preside  of  the  Executive  Council 
Lancaster.  , 

^  Express. 


Wm.  Crispin  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

At  Red  Bank,  Oct'  26th,  1777, 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  Dated  Lan'  y*  17'^  Instant,  The  fleet  is 
Plentifully  supplyed  with  every  Necessary,  The  Greatest  Difficulty 
will  be  to  get  rum  as  we  are  just  out,  I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  get 
some  whiskey  from  Lancaster  as  there  is  None  to  be  got  here  ^  I  this 
Mominff  spoke  to  Mr  Hog  who  purchases  Cattle  for  the  Continental 
army;  &  showed  him  your  Requests  Relative  to  the  Price  of  Beef, 
&  Pork ;  He  said  that  there  could  None  be  got  for  that  Prrce ;  &  that 
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tbe  0«iiiiii7  would  Bke  it  they  tbonght  Omr  Gftttle  mtild  be  taken 
^t  that  Price,  in  short  it  seems  not  Praotable;  I  shall  want  somo 
Money,  &  I  Think  5  or  six  Thousand  Pound  will  do  for  the  present 
es  Mr.  Bradfoid  the  Bearer  hereof  is  a  safe  Hand,  Not  knowing  when 
I  shall  have  tbe  like  opportunity ;  I  had  a  Letter  front  Mr.  SaTage 
at  the  State  Salt  Works,  sent  him  Three  hundred  Pounds  which  ht 
rote  to  me  for  he  informs  me  that  he  has  Salt  by  him,  &  is  Daily 
Midcing  more,  &  says  that  he  can  procure  .Beef,  for  salt  So  Beared  if 
he  was  to  put  it  up  that  I  would  send  him  a  Cooper  for  that  purpose 
Ever  sinoe  I  have  Been  here  tbe  Movements  of  the  Enemy  has  been 
snch  that  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  Getting  one ;  I  Desired  him 
to  send  salt  to  Bordentown,  Directed  to  the  Care  of  Mr.  Borden,  & 
To  Morrow  I  Intend  to  set  of  fDr  that  Plaoe,  if  Not  Blocked  in*  here 
as  the  Enemy  has  this  Morning  Landed  a  Number  of  Men  below  at 
Billingsport;  What  their  Designs  b  Cannot  yet  Learn.  I  think  if 
Mr.  Boraen  will  undertake  to  Put  up  Pork  for  our  State  be  would 
be  a  good  handj  should  be  glad  of  yonr  Direction  in  that  Matter, 
lam 

with  B^p%ct 

yours  to  serve 

WM.  CRISPIN,  Com•^ 
DireeUdf 

To  His  'Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Plresident  of  The  State  of 
Pensylvania. 

Favoured  by ")  . 

Mr.  Bradford   J  • 


OoL.  Bbabvord  TO  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Off  Red  Bank,  October  27, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  absent  from  this  plaoe  for  some  time  up  to  Burlington 
Borden  Town  &  Trenton,  after  necessaries  for  the  fleet  and  to  hurry 
the  Commissaries  in  their  Duty,  Last  Monday  evening  wasretuminff 
but  when  I  got  within  two  mUes  of  Cooper's  Ferry,  I  was  informed 
tbe  enemy  had  just  landed  a  number  of  Troops,  which  obliged  me  to 
return,  by  which  I  lost  by  all  aocounts^  one  of  the  finest  sights  evetf 
eaw  in  these  Parts,  My  absence  prevented  me  sending  your  Bkcel- 
lenev  an  account  of  the  action,  but  shall  mention  something  of  it  now. 

Toe  22d  Instant  about  4  o'clock,  the  Enemy  to  the  number  of 
about  1500  appeared  before  the  Fort  at  Red  Bank,  and  immediately 
began  a  most  furious  Cannonade,  for  about  15  minuteB,  when  they 
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voa&ed  on  with  great  Resolution  to  storm  tlie  Fort,  and  got  into  the 
vpper  part  of  the  old  works  whioh  were  not  finished,  and  gave  three 
aheers,  thinking  all  was  their  own,  bnt  were  reoeived  so  warmly  that 
tiiey  were  glad  to  get  oat  Thej  endeavonred  to  foroe  thro'  the 
abettes  that  were  before  the  Fort,  and  some  even  got  over  the  Ditch  and 
were  killed  within  the  Pickets,  after  about  40  minutes  action  tbey 
took  to  their  heels  and  ran  off  with  great  Precipitation.  The  enemy 
had  about  100  killed  on  the  Field,  among  which  were  one  Lienl 
Oolonel,  and  four  Captains.  They  left  about  80  wounded,  among 
which  were  Count  Denope  their  Commander,  who  lays  at  Red  Bank 
with  his^thigh  Broke ;  and  bis  Brigade  Major  wounded  in  three  plaoes 
—•near  thirty  of  their  wounded  are  since  Dead — ^We  had  in  the  Fort 
at  Red  Bank  Two  Regiments  of  Rhode  Island  Troops  under  the 
•  Command  of  Col.  Oreen,  consisting  of  about  600  Men  &  Officers. 
We  are  informed  the  Enemy  carried  over  to  Philadelphia  not  less 
dian  800  Wounded.  The  Inhabitants  that  saw  the  enemy  march 
Down  say,  they  had  14  pieces  of  cannon  with  them  &  returned  with 
six.  If  this  should  be  the  case  they  must  have  thrown  them  into 
Timber  Creek,  as  we  have  taken  none.* 

The  next  Day  the  28d  the  Augusta  of  64  Guns,  the  Roebuck  of 
44.  Two  Frigates  and  the  Merlin  of  18  Guns  came  up  as  near  as 
they  dare  to  the  upper  Cbevauz  de  Frize,  when  a  most  furious  En- 
gagement ensued  between  the  Galleys  &  Floating  Batters,  with  the 
Enemys  ships^  the  Fire  was  so  incessant,  that  by  all  accounts  the 
Elcmeuts  seemed  to  be  in  flames,  about  12  o'clock  the  Augusta  blew 
up,  whether  by  accident  or  from  our  shot  is  unknown,  havinff  taken 
Fire  some  Time  before.  Here^  presented  a  glorious  eight  before  she 
blew,  she  laying  I&oadside  too  aground,  and  the  Flames  issuing  thro 
every  Port  she  had.  The  action  still  continued  with  the  other  ships 
and  at  Three  o'clock  the  Merlin  took  Fire  &  blew  up  also,  being 
aground,  and  then  the  Fire  soon  ceased.  Thus  ended  two  glorious 
Days — Yesterday  the  Commodore  ordered  five  Galleys  down  to  the 
wrecks.  Two  Frigates  that  lay  near  them  immediately  weighed  and 
went  down  as  low  as  the  lower  Chevauz  de  Frize,  many  of  the  boats 
went  on  board  and  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  being  on  board  of  Part  of* 
a  64  Gun  Ship^-most  of  her  Guns  are  in  the  wreck  and  we  brought 
off  two  of  her  24  Pounders,  and  this  Day  are  preparing  to  get  the 
rest,  if  the  ships  do  not  come  to  near  us^-The  smaller  ships  Guns 
are  also  easily  to  be  got,  I  think  they  are  nine  Pounders,  whioh  make 
me  think  she  is  a  20  Gun  ship,  and  not  the  Merlin — ^The  people  on 
board  the  Augusta  must  have  gone  off  with  great  Precipitation,  as 
wo  have  among  the  rubbish  found  great  dumber  of  Cloaths,  part  of 
their  Books,  &o.,  &o.,that  they  seem  to  have  taken  nothing  with  them 
but  what  they  had  on. 

Three  of  the  Fire  Brigs  and  one  Fire  ship  were  sent  down  on  the 
Enemy,  but  their  shot  fiewso  thiok  around  them  and  indeed  cut  their 
rigging  so  much,  that  the  crews  got  frightned  and  set  them  on  Fire 
00  soon,  that  they  were  burnt  in  va'u — ^The  last  action  reduced  our 
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Amqionition  v«ry  low;  bat  this  Day  we  have  reeeiTed  a  nipply  of 
near  1400  CartredgeB — One  waggon  load  waa  lost  ooming  o?er  Tim^ 
hez  Greek  with  the  AmmuniUon  ia  it* 
I  am 
Your  Excelleucys 

most  W'^  Serv* 

WM.  BRADFORD. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania  at  Lancaster. 


Colonel  Bull  to  President  Wharton,  1717. 

Sir, 

As  we  have  good  news  from  Diferent  quarters  I  take  the  liberty 
of  sending  yoa  an  extract  from  Qeneral  orders  containing  the  sub- 
stance of  what  has  lately  happened  below  Philad*,  which  is  as  Fol- 
loweth,  Viz*;  ''  The  Oeheral  again  congratulates  the  Troops  on  the 
'  success  of  our  arms.  On  Wednesday  last  a  body  of  about  Twelve 
^  Hundred  Hessiansi  under  the  comand  of  Count  Donop,  made  an 
^  attack  on  Fort  Mercer,  at  Red  Bank,  and  after  an  action  of  forty 
^  minutes  were  repuls'd  with  Great  loss,  Count*  Donop  himself  is 
^  wounded  and  taken  Prisoner,  Together  with  his  Brigade  Major, 
'  and  about  one  Hundred. other  officers  and  soldiers  taken  prisoners 
and  about  One  Hundred  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  and  a^  they 
Carried  off  a  great  many  of  their  woanded  their  whole  loss  is  pro- 
bably at  Least  Four  Hundred,  our  loss  was  trifling,  the  Killed  and 
''  wounded  amounting  only  to  about  thirty  two.     The  next  morning 

*  a  number  of  the  Enemies  ships  came  up  and  attacked  Fort  Mifflin 
i  and  after  a  severe  Canonade  of  several  Hours  the  ships  thought 
'  proper  to  retire,  but  in  retiring  a  6 1  gun  ship  and  a  frigate  Run 

*  aground,  and  were  burnt,  &o.,  &;c.'^ 

Perhaps  Troubling  your  Excelency  with  a  Particular  account  of 
my  misfortunes  would  be  Tedious  &  shall  therefore  only  Briefly 
mention  some  of  them.  Gen*  How  gave  his  word  to  Mrs.  Bull  that 
no  part  of  my  Property  should  be  taken  or  destroyed.  Nevertheless 
almost  as  soon  as  he  left  the  house  fire  was  set  to  the  barn,  barracks 
&  stacks  of  grain,  and  a  British  Guard  placed  around  to  prevent  our 
People  from  being  Extinguished,  therefore  the  whole  of  Grain  & 
Hay  with  many  other  things  of  Value  were  Burnt  and  stock  of 
Horses,  Wagons,  Cows,  Sheep  &  Negroes  were  taken  off  with  many 
other  valuable  articles  &  some  Papers,  among  which  were  a  few  re- 
ceipts.    Mrs.  Bull  was  intending  at  that  time  to  remove  the  stock, 
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but  bappened  to  be  too  late.  Sho  it  gone  wRk  mj  distareo'd  hmalf 
into  a  atrange  land  and  aa  aoon  as  we  ba?e  droTe  the  PhilisiiaDa 

from  Philad*  shall  be  glad  to  aee  them.  At  preaenfc  I  am  amUe 
(if  I  was  desiroas)  by  reason  of  a  violent  Cold  and  Pain  in  my 
Limbs,  ocoasion'd  by  a  fall  of  my  horse  in  the  Kiver  Shalkil  in  oon- 
dacting  some  genem  officers  and  a  Body  of  troops  over  Reeaap 
Edward's  Ford  &c. 

I  hare  at  the  Request  of  Col.  Clymer  (who  is  gone  to  Jersey)  sent 
to  Col.  Matlack  sixteen  counterfeit  30  Doll  Bills^  which  no  doubt  he 
will  Deliver  to  Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excy*  obd*  Hub»  Serv', 

JN«.  BULL. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Ezeellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Pread'  of  ye  Hon>«  Ezecir 
tive  Council  for  y«  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Draft.    Prssidbnt  Whabton  to  Gbnbral  WASHinaToir. 

In  Cooneil  of  Safety,  Lancaster  26  OctF,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Council  of  Safety  have  paid  some  attention  to  a  plan  of  low- 
ering the  Prices  of  provisions.  Among  the  various  difficulties  whieh 
attend  this  Business  we  hear  great  complaints  of  the  prices  of  Orain 
being  much  ndsed  by  the  enormous  Rate  at  which  Whiskey  is  sold 
in  your  camp.  The  Dbtillers  stick  at  no.  prices  for  Grain  whibt 
these  prices  for  Whiskey  are  paid. 

We  therefore  propose  to  your  Ezoellenc/s  consideration  the  step 
of  forbidding  in  General  orders  more  than  10s.  a  Gallon  to  be  paid 
for  this  artide  in  Camp.  Should  this  discourage  the  sutlers  we  ap- 
prehend the  Mischief  would  not  be  great,  as  the  Waggons  they  em- 
ploy &  the  Intemperance  they  may  occasion  are  perhaps  a  full  baianee 
to  all  the  good  they  produoe. 

Unless  somethio^  of  this  nature  be  attempted  we  fear  your  Com- 
missaries will  find  It  difficult,  backed  with  whatever  authority  they 
may  be,  to  procure  grain  at  a  reasonable  Rate. 

Whatever  Regulations  on  this  Head  you  may  think  fHk  to  adopt 
you  will  be  pleasd  to  communicate. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  many  successes  which  of  late  hava 
attended  your  arms  &  which  more  than  all  other  Means  will  ooD<ri- 
bute  to  lower  the  price  of  Q^ds  &  raise  the  value  of  onr  Currency. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  &c.; 
Direcied, 

To  Gen<  Washington. 
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Pbbsidbnt  Wharton  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  Commissary 
General,  1777. 

4 

In  OoTincil  of  Safety,  LanoaBter,  October  26th;  1777. 

Sir, 

The  ConBeil  have  paid  the  most  aerions  attention  to  the  subject  of 
jour  letter,  and  are  of  opinion  that  for  the  present  it  will  be  best  to 
pursue  the  following  mode. 

It  will  be  proper,  for  yon  to  make  and  deliver  to  your  deputies 
reaaonable  rates  for  such  goods  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  army,  these 
rates  to  be  varied  aocording  as  place  and  oircumsianoes  equitable  re- 
quire. When  this  is  done  Couneii  will  appoint  commissioners  in 
each  county,  who  upon  the  spplication  of  the  commissaries  and  being 
apprized  of  the  necessity  of  so  doing  and  the  places  where  the  ^tidea 
wanted  may  be  had,  shall  ascertain  the  persons  who  can  best  spare 
the  necessaries,  and  assist  in  taking  the  same  and  deliver  them  to 
the  commissary  or  his  deputy. 

For  this  end  it  will  be  necesary  that  we  should  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  your  rates.  At  the  same  time  it  is  proper  to  observe  that 
*  the  authority  given  to  the  Commissioners  should  be  used  as  seldom 
as  may  be,  and  with  all  possible  prudence  and  equality.  It  should 
also  be  exerted  with  such  mode  as  to  reach  the  purpose  in  view,  fally 
and  at  once.  Wheat  in  the  hands  of  the  farmer  would  be  a  preferable 
object  to  flour  in  the  hands  of.  the  miller,  whose  stock Vill  need  to 
be  renewed  continually.  Forestallers  and  engrossers,  who  offend 
after  our  late  proclamation,  will  be  noticed  with  ^1  the  seventy  which 
the  law  prescribes,  and  that  in  a  summary  way.  As  to  a  general 
regulation  of  prices  we  fear  it  is  impracticable  3  but  the  necessity  of 
supplying  the  army  will  be  admitted  by  all ;  and  we  hope  to  find 
that  a  prudent  and  steady  recurrence  to  this  mode  of  supply  will  in 
the  end  produce  the  most  happy  effects,  in  respect  to  prices  in  general 
by  fixing  some  idea  of  value  to  a  great  variety  of  articles,  this  event 
should  it  answer  to  our  hopes,  will  be  attended  with  more  solid  ad- 
vantage and  less  liable  to  evasion,  at  the  same  time  that  the  appear- 
ance of  controlling  and  opposing  the  interest  of  a  very  numerous 
(almost  Uie  whole)  body  of  the  people  will  be  avoided. 

You  will  find  inclosed  a  list  of  some  articles,  with  the  opinion  of 
Council  as  to  their  value.  You  will  however  be  able  from  time  to 
time  to  jadge  best  of  this  matter,  and  perhaps  will  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  varying  occasionally. 

Wheat,  8«.  6d.  ^  bush. 

Rye,  8s.  Qd,       do. 

Indian  Corn,  6<,  6d,  do. 

Beef,  (sinking  the  fifth  quarter)  10  dollars  %  hun. 

Pork  8  dollars  "^  hun. 

I  am  &c.,    THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jan',  Prcs*. 

Directed,  To  William  Buchanan,  Esq',  Commissary  Gen*.* 

*  Referred  to  in  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  XI,  p.  884. 
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Michael  Clark  to  Prbsidkkt  Wharton,  1777, 

Laneaster,  27**  Octr,  1777. 
Please  your  Excellency, 

In  porsoance  to  orders  given  to  me  by  Co^  Fatten,  purchaser  for 
ilie  Continental  Stores  to  get  suoh  men  as  can  make  each  oaske  as  are 
fitting  to  put  up  Beef  &  Pork  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  I  have  got 
as  many  men  as  will  be  able  to  make  a  number  sufficient  for  the 
present  demand,  but  they  are  obliged  to  go  out  with  the  Militia  k 
if  I  can't  detain  them  they  Army  will  suffer  very  much  &  can't  have 
the  Beef  &  Pork  ready  when  cdled  for,  if  those  men  are  not 
Detained  for  that  purpose,  I  should  be  much  Obliged  to  your  Sz- 
oellency  to  look  into  this  matter. 

&  am,  Your  Ezcellepcy's 

most  Obliged 

Hum*  Serv*, 

MICHAEL  CLABE. 
Directed^ 
To  Excellencey  Qovernour  Wharton,  Pres*. 


Col.  Andrew  Boyd  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sadsbury,  27th  Oct',  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Least  that  you  have  not  heard  our  proceedings  since  your  orders 
to  Col.  Rob*  Smith,  by  me,  I  would  beg  leave  to  inform  yon,  that 
agreeable  to  your  orders,  we  stationed  the  fifth  Class  of  Chester 
County  Militia  where  it  apeard  most  for  y  safety  of  this  County,  but 
want  of  arms  prevented  us  extending  the  lines  as  extensive  as  nee- 
ccsary  yet  have  reason  to  think,  that  it  deterd  the  enemy  of  making 
inroads  among  us,  a  party  had  come  several  miles  into  the  country, 
with  an  intention  of  takcing  some  indevedials  in  the  rounds  of  this 
Batalion,  but  being  told  by  their  iPriends  that  we  were  under  arms, 
they  thought  proper  to  return,  we  took  some  Tories,  and  their  pro- 
perty that  was  likely  to  be  put  out  of  the  way,  &  collected  some 
fines  from  dissatisfyed  persons,  after  the  enemy  had  left  Wilmington, 
we  proposed  to  aply  to  you  Sir  for  orders  bow  to  dispose  of  the  men 
then  under  our  direction,  before  this  was  done  we  received  a  letter 
from  Gcn^  Potter,  desireing  that  they  shood  be  sent  to  him,  which 
request  was  imediately  complyd  with. 

They  are  several  persons  who  stand  charged   with   substitute 
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money  A  nonatendaiicey  wLo  rdfdse  to  pay  on  aoconnt  of  ilieir  liav&- 
ing  put  a  man  in  the  Btanding  Army,  agreeable  to  a  reeomendation 
of  Congress;  some  hath  realj  received  the  twenty  DoUers  bonnty, 
and  reodves  a  certain  snm  monthly  ont  of  y*  mens  pay  for  a  limited 
time,  among  these  are  Arthur  and  Joseph  Park,  I  mention  these  in 
pertionlar  as  they  told  me  that  y  we'd  wait  on  the  Hon*  Connsil  to 
666  if  that  they  might  not  be  ezcnsed  paying  their  fines,  as  I  had  not 
recievd  any  partionlar  orders  relating  to  that  matter,  I  referd  them 
to  coansil,  though  it  apears  elear  to  me,  bat  your  orders  will  give  it 
weight,  I  am  abont  raising  a  few  men  to  collect  fines  among  dis9ati»- 
f  yed  people  in  my  district  where  I  can  get  a  man  to  act  as  Consta- 
ble, I  was  proposing  to  have  y  officer  of  gaurd  apointed  &  named  in 
-warrand,  but  don't  know  how  or  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  payd. 
I  most  find  them  rations,  provision  is  so  dear,  I  shall  be  glad  of 
your  orders  how  I  am  to  act  in  these  two  matters,  and  if  I  aia 
ingaged  in  lifting  y  fines  before  I  have  yonr  directions,  hope  it 
may  meet  with  yonr  approbation,  as  they  will  not  be  lifted  by  any 
penon  in  their  neighbourhood,  I  wo'd  have  waited  on  you  in  person 
bot  want  of  time,  as  am  almost  dayly  from  home.  If  that  a  LetteY 
was  sent  me  to  the  Oompass,  on  y*  Phila.,  road,  eighteen  miles  firom 
lioncaster,  I  we'd  readely  get  it,  aa  I  live  near  that  Tavern. 
I  am  Hon*  Sir, 

your  most  ob*  ] 

Hum«  Serv*, 

ANDEEW  BOYD,  Sub  Lt  CoL     . 
Directedy 

To  The  Hon.  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr,  Lancaster. 


Col*  Waltbe  Stewakt  to  Pmsidpot  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  Whippin,  Oct.  27th  1777. 
Dear  Sij^ 

I  take  the  liberty  of  Inclosing  your  Excellency  a  return  of  my 
Regement  at  the  time  I  Joined  the  Army,  as  likewise  one  of  this 
date,  your  Excellency  will  perceive  their  is  but  a  di£Perence  of  three 
men,  as  I  have  been  lucky  enough  to  have  received  a  good  many 
recruits,  which  is  the  cause  of  my  being  able  to  keep  it  so  well  up. 
Amongst  the  sick  are  twenty  two  wounded,  these  I  expect  will  in  a 
short  time  be  again  able  to  join  me,  as  I  am  Informed  their  wounds 
are  in  general  but  slight. 

I  have  been  able  as  yet  *to  engage  but  two  hundred  and  seventy 
men  for  the  War  but  expect  to  have  a  much  larger  nmnber  by  the 
lat  January,  Indeed  should  we  get  into  Winter  Quarters,  shortly, 
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I  doabt  not  bat  I  may  engage  the  gr^ter'*part|  shall  nae  evciy 
endeavoor  in  my  power  to  effect  it  as  I  miiflt  aaj  they  we  u  fine  a 
aet  of  men  as  in  the  anny. 

A  Board  of  General  officers  sat  at  the  time  we  laid  ai  the  Oosi 
Roads,  to  determine  the  rank  of  the  Field  Offioers  from  the  atate  of 
Pensylvaniai  at  whioh  time  they  agreed  we  shonld  be  Esteem'd  a 
Regiment  belonging  to  said  State,  and  not  one  of  the  Sixteen }  I 
should  be  thankml  to  yonr  Ezoellency  if  you  would  Inform  me  on 
this  Head,  as  our  situation  at  present  is  rather  unoertain,  &  our 
rank  in  the  Army  not  yet  aseertain'd. 

Caplun  Pagh  who  join'd  me  from  the  Powder  Mill,  and  inereas^d 
my  reffiment  to  EloTon  Companies,  got'  tired  of  the  serrioe  &  re- 
quested liberty  to  resign  his  Commission,  whioh  his  Ezeellenqr  wsi 
pleas'd  to  accept,  as  his  Company  was  small,  I  thought  it  best  to 
divide  the  men  into  the  other  Companys,  and  }et  we  offioers  fidi 
into  the  different  C<nnp"  where  vaoancyB  had  happened ;  this  has  re- 
dae'd  us  to  Ten  Companys  which  answers  much  better. 

Am  sorry  to  Inform  your  Excellency,  I  was  necessiated  to  havt 
a  few  of  the  Officers  broke  for  misconduct,  the  vaeancy's  however 
ahould  ^ot  wish  to  have  fill'd  untill  Winter;  when  P^bably  I  aliali 
be  able  to  get  some  young  Gentlemen  of  family,  and  reputation  to 
Join  me,  as  I  would  much  rather  go  into  the  field  half  offiioer'd,  than 
take  People  who  were  not  well  knowuj  and  whoes  principles  could 
not  be  depended  on. 

My  loss  of  Kiird  and  Missing  in  the  two  actions  of  Brandywine, 
.  and  OermantowQ,  doos  not  eroeed  sixteen,  besides  the  wounded ; 
am  Inclined  to  think  most  of  the  missing  were  either  killed  or  badly 
wounded. 

I  shall  take  care  to  forward  your  Excellency  from  tim^  to  time, 
returns  of  my  Regiment. 

And  am  with  Great  Respect, 

Y'  Excellency's, 

Most  Obedient 
Humble  Serv*, 

WALTER  STEWART. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jnn',  President  of  y 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  y^  State  of  Pensylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
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KoBEET  Levers  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Easton,  October  27th,  1777. 
Sir, 

As  soon  as  I  returned  ffom  Lancaster  to  AIlenBtown^  I  dinpatdied 
a  Messenger  to  Mr.  Oreider  Waggon  Master;  for  Fifteen  Waggons. 
It  was  a  Week  before  any  arrived;  Nine  then  came,  which  I  forward* 
ed  to  Mr.  Nesbit,  having  wrote  to  that  Gentleman  the  moment  I 
heard  Mr.  Greider  was  collecting  Waggons,  desiring  if  the  Goods 
Were  removed  he  would  inform  me  thereof  bj  Express — ^Whioh  Ez* 
press  arrived  after  the  Waggons  were  on  their  way  to  Trenton.  Bol 
no  Inconvenience  arose,  as  Seven  of  the  Waggons  came  here  loaded 
with  Stores,  and  the  Two  Others  with  Twenty  Barrels  Indigo  dire<»ted 
to  my  Care  by  Mr.  Nesbett,  which  I  have  secured  in  my  own  House^ 
&  wait  your  Excellency's  directions  concerning  them. 

Mr.  Creider  begged  me  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  that  he  might 
be  supplied  with  some  Cash  to  discharge  arrears  due  to  Waggoners, 
and  at  the  same  time  desired  his  pay  as  Waggon  Master  might  be 
fixed,  as  yet  he  not  knowing  what  pay  he  is  to  receive. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obediant 

humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

Directed. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jun',  Esquire. 


Lt.  S.  Huntkr  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Fort  Augusta,  27th  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

Tonrs  of  the  27th  September  I  reoeived,  with  Seven  Hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds  Cash  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  of  Northumberland 
County  that  is  on  the  Frontiers  doing  Duty,  I  likewise  received 
600»  of  Powder  &  1200»  of  Lead,  all  delivered  me  by  lieu^  Tho- 
mas Grant  but  no  Riffle  Guns,  which  is  one  Material  article  much 
wanted  in  this  County,  for  in  case  the  Indians  commenoes  Hostilitys 
we  are  badly  off  for  Arms.  I  Reed  Orders  from  your  Excellency  to 
disarm  all  persons  in  this  County  that  Refuses  to  take  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance,  Suppose  at  that  time  I  could  not  with  any  propriety  take 
the  arms  from  severals  on  the  Frontiers,  that  was  willing  to  stand 
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in  their  own  defence  against  the  Savages,  yet  never  saidtbej  wonid 
not  take  the  Oath,  but  wanted  time  to  Oonsider  of  it  nntHl  the 
Election  but  as  that  time  is  pass'd  and  a  number  not  willing  to  take 
8*  oath  your  Orders  will  Immediately  be  put  in  Execution,  there  is 
nothing  has  hapened  concerning  the  Indians  or  the  Frontiers  of  diis 
County  uBoe  the  militia  went  Uiere. 

CoU  John  Kelly  who  Commands  there  is  out  at  this  present  time 
with  a  party  of  fifty  men  &  an  Indian  called  Joab  Chillaw&y  to  Be- 
ooniter  and  make  Diaooveiys  of  any  Enimy  Indians  if  within  fifty 
miles  of  the  Great  Island,  and  if  his  Report  is  favourable,  it  will  be 
a  means  of  Enoovraging  the  poor  Sellers  to  go  back  to  their  respee- 
liV6  Habitations,  as  there  has  been  since  the  first  alarm  upwards  of 
ihe  Hundred  of  men  Women  &  Children,  Assembled  at  three  difier« 
ent  places  on  the  west  Branch  of  Susquahaua,  Vis.  at  the  month  cf 
Bald  Eagle,  Antis's  mill  &  Leacoming,  there  is  some  friend  Indians 
with  their  familys  come  in  to  our  people  whome  I  allow  profisions 
while  they  stav. 

As  the  third  Class  of  this  County  will  soon  be  Call'd  I  would  he 
desireous  to  know  whether  Council  will  order  them  up  the  River  to 
Releive  the  Militia  now  there,  or  down  to  Joine  the  main  Army. 
I  am  Sir  your  most  Obed^ 

Humb"  Serv*, 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Lieut 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  EzecutiTe 
Council,  Lancaster. 


Gekl.  Potter  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

(Monday,  27  Oct',  in7.) 
Sir, 

I  have  Been  Informed  that  you  wanted  too  Enow  How  we  were 
Surcumstanced  along  the  Dalewer  Shore.     When  I  came  to  this 

Elace,  the  Cuntrey  People  oarreyed  in  to  the  dtv  all  Kinds  of  Har- 
eting.  But  in  a  few  days  I  put  a  Stop  to  that  Tread,  and  at  this 
time  there  is  no  purson  sufibred  to  go  into  the  City  with  oat»  pus; 
all  pursons  coming  out  of  Town  are  seesed  and  bronght  to  me  te 
ezamanation,  if  the  are  not  Luckey  enuf  to  Steale  past,  irhiek  can 
Scaroly  be  afected,  as  I  Keep  partvs  out  by  night  and  day  ;  om 
Thorsday  last  I  was  at  the  nper,  Middle,  and  Graps  ferreys  with  a 
few  horsemen,  and  went  In  to  Tineoun  Island,  and  from  tfaenoa  la 
to  Carpenter's  Island,  and  Yewed  the  Enemy's  works;  they  have 
thrown  up  Abess  work  in  Qiher^s  Orchard,  and  «noe  I  left  tint  I 
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Undentand  the  have  nmtd  a  Small  Brestwork  at  Boon's  Dam,  with 
one  peeoe  of  oaoon.  On  friday,  I  went  with  Generals  Reed  and 
Cidwaleter  to  Darbey  and  Chester }  there  is  a  nnmber  of  the  enemy 
Ships  leying  at  and  below  Chester,  about  60.  I  have  moved  all 
the  Beef  Cattle  and  the  flower  that  was  in  this  part  of  this  County, 
The  enemy  Has  a  bridge  over  at  the  Meddle  ferrey,  and  it  is  Be- 
lieved that  they  are  about  to  make  two  more— one  at  the  nper  ferrey 
and  one  below  Gray's,  about  one  mile.  I  am  informed  that  the 
party  that  was  last  sent  over  to  the  Jarsey  to  take  Red  bank  is  Re- 
turned to  the  City ;  if  this  is  so  I  can't  say  what  they  mean,  if  it  is 
not  a  Retreat.  From  the  Best  Aoeonnts  I  can  Reoeve,  provisions  is 
very  scarce  and  Deer  in  the  City ;  they  are  Killing  there  Milk  Cows 
and  Seling  the  Beef  at  2  6  ^  m.  The  Torreys  I  am  told  Loock  as 
Cain  did  of  old,  and  the  Whigs  Begin  to  Rejoice. 

I  am  Sorry  to  Inform  you  that  my  Brigade  a  few  days  ago  was 
about  400  men — at  present  it  is  about  700.  I  Blush  for  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  when  it  will  tippear  that  the  largest  Number  of 
Militia  that  they  had  in  the  field  on  this  Important  Occasion  vras 
2850  Pievits,  and  at  the  Battle  at  Germantown  about  1500,  and  at 
this  present  not  more  than  1500;  and  what  Gives  me  the  Blush 
more  Immedatly,  I  did  not  think  it  Had  Been  in  the  power  of  man 
to  And  such  men  for  Offio«»  as  some'we  have.  You  can't  consave 
what  sort  of  Beings  thev  are. 

Please  to  pardon  my  long  Scrall. 

I  am  Your  Excelancey's 

most  obedant  Humble  Servant, 

JAS.  POTTER. 

P.  S. — the  Ships  that  were  Blowen  up  was  the  Augustey  of  64 
Ouns  and  a  friget  of  82  Guns ;  this  hapned  on  Wedensday  last,  the 
evening  before  the  defeat  at  Red  bank  was,  and  since  these  two 
hapey  events  the  enemy  has  been  Very  still. 

J.  P. 
Directed, 

To  His  Exoehunoey  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  In  Lancaster. 


Gbkl.  Potter  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

Before  this  eom  to  hand  yon  Have  no  hurd  of  the  Repulse  the 
enemy  met  with  at  Red  bank,  and  of  there  two  ships  being  Blowed 
up ;  it  is  beloved  that  in  one  of  the  Ships  the  lost  about  250  men. 
I  understand  that  the  Inhabitance  about  Grubs'  Taverant  are  suply- 
ing  the  enemy  with  wood  and  other  nesscesrys.  I  will  send  off  a 
party  to  prevent  that  Traid ;  the  -enemy  has  maid  a  Bridge  over 
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Oagdon's  feney,  and  BuiU  a  Breai  work  on  the  point  of  tbeHilltt 
the  QravQ  yard,  and  has  four  field  peoes  on  it  I  am  of  opiDion  tint 
if  they  oan't  Get  np  there  ships  the  will  be  under  the  neoesentyof 
Betreaiing  from  Philadelphia.  It  is  Beported  that  the  Have  Sent 
over  to  attaet  Bedbank  the  British  Granadeen  and  four  Begiments 
of  British  and  Heaaen  Troops.  Should  they  be  disapointed  in  this 
Attaot  I  think  they  will  Give  it  up.  My  people  have  taken  2  Ught 
Horsemen  and  there  Horses,  and  eight  feet  Soldiersi  prisnerS;  m 
Killed  a  few  at  Sundery  times. 

I  am  your  Ezoelance/a 

obedant  Humble  Serv% 

JAS.  POTTEB. 
Directed, 
To  His  Ezealanpey  Thomas  Wharton  in  Lancaster, 
^favour  of  Col.  Clark.    . 


Draft  of  Leiteb  from  Council  to  Gbnl:  Mifflim,  1771. 

In  Oounoil  of  Safety, 

Lancaster.  28*^  Oot^,  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  our  Letter  to  Col.  Buchanan,*  theComnis- 
sary  Genl.  We  have  communicated  it  to  You  because  that  Sioce 
the  Date  of  it  we  have  reo*  a  Complaint  from  an  Assistant  Quarter- 
master, that  he  cannot  possibly  procure  Forage  unless  at  the  most 
enormous  Prices.  Three  Dollars  a  Busheli  he  says,  have  been 
asked  of  him  for  Bye. 

The  same  plan,  we  apprehend,  must  be  pursued  in  your  Depatt* 
jnent  as  in  that  of  the  Commissary ;  the  same  prices  should  be 
given  &  the  same  Mode  of  enforcing  Supplies,  when  they  cannot  be 
procured  at  reasonable  BateS|  4nd  the  two  Departments  shoald  ^^ 
m  Concert. 

Tou  will  find  also  inclosedf  a  Copy  of  our  Letter  to  Genl.  Wasn- 
ington  pn  the  Subject  of  Whisky,  &  We  have  annexed  for  yonr 
consideration  a  Bate  of  Sundry  Articles  which  will  be  necessary  1° 
the  Quarter-master's  Department. 

Our  advice  to  the  Commissary  Genl.  will  equally  apply  to  the 
Quartermi^ster  Genl.,  &  our  Letter  to  him  may  be  considered  in  fb^ 
same  Light  as  if  it  had  been  originally  directed  to  yon,  altenos 
only  the  little  Matters  which  are  peculiar  to  each  Departnao^*"^ 
you  may  be  assured  of  eVery  assistance  which  Council  can  aiord. 
I  am^  Sir| 

Tour  most  h'ble  Serv*. 
Genl.  Miffiin. 

♦See  page  711. 

t  The  inclosures  referred  tb  have  not  been  found  on  fil^ 
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morDing  of  .the  23d.  I  immediatelj  hoisted  the  signal  to  engage 
them,  &  soon  after  the  en^gement  became  general.  We  had  en- 
gaged our  12  Galleys  &  the  two  floating  Batterjs  &  all  behared 
cxtreamly  well,  the  rest  of  oar  Fleet  conld  not  be  brought  timely  to 
act  with  U8.  We  had  against  us,  the  Angnsta  of  64  who  had  her 
broadside  below  &  aloft  constantly  playing  on  U8|  with  the  Boebneki 
&  two  Frigates  &  their  QalleY;  &  had  the  Soebuck  laid  fast«  she  would 
have  shared  the  samo  fate ;  but  she  was  drove  from  her  station  before 
the  Augusta  got  on  Are.  We  are  told  by  a  deserter  sinoej  that  the 
Augusta  lost  150  (»r  160  men  Kill'd  &  drowned,  as  a  great'  part  of 
her  men  was  obliged  to  jump  overboard.  The  Roebuck  had  6  kill'd 
£  10  wounded— -D^ar  Sir,  if  you  have  any  influence  on  General 
Washington,  I  beg  yon  will  use  it  with  him  to  send  me  250  men  to 
reinforce  our  Fleet,  for  we  cannot  mann  half  our  Galleys  to  go  to 
action.  I  have  repeatedly  wrote  him,but  have  nothing  but  promises 
from  time  to  time  j  &  believe  me  Sir,  without  the  Fleet  is  kept  up, 
you  will  never  get  your  City  nor  shall  we  be  able  to  hold  out  much 
longer;  but  had  I  Men,  I  think  I  conld  drive  all  the  force  they  could 
bring  against  us;  but  how  can  a  man  discharge  such  a  trust  as  I  have 
on  me,  half  mann'd,  without  being  disgraced,  give  me  but  this  jiom- 
ber  of  men  &  all  is  safe — having  not  to  add;  am  Sir^  with  the  greatest 
respect. 

Your  most  obedient  & 

very  Hble  Serv* 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 
Directed. 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq.;  Lancaster. 


State  Navy  Board  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  apprehend  your  Excellency  has  a  full  acco'l  of  the  last  En- 
gagement, at  Bed  Bank,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Augusta,  and 
Merlin.  The  Commodore  was  on  board  of  the  wrecks,  two  days  after 
the  Engagement,  and  took  out  two  Twenty  four  pounders,  and  the 
People  got  a  great  many  Jackets,  &  Breeches,  and  other  Plunder  & 
proposed  soon  after  to  go  down  again,  to  get  the  rest  of  the  guns,  &c., 
but  for  four  days  past,  wo  have  had  nothing  but  a  constant  storjn  of 
Bain  &  Winds,  in  which  we  were  in  continual  apprehension  of  loosing 
our  Galleys,  and  Guard  boats.  The  Galleys  are  all  safe,  some  of  the 
Guard  boats  are  sunk,  and  the  people  on  board  the  Galleys  &o.,  have 
been  so  Wet  and  cold  that  many  are  falling  down  with  sickness. 
The  Commodore  does  all  ho  can,  in  every  respect,  yet  we  fear  some 
of  the  Continental  Captains,  as  well  as  some  in  the  FortS;  are  writing 
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nnder  hand  to  General  WasbiDgtoD,  infusing  a  Notion  in  bis  bead, 
as  tko  (he  Commodore  is  endeavouring  to  make  a  Differenoe  and  wiU 
not  give  proper  assistance.  Tbe  Cry  from  tbe  Fort,  is  continually 
our  whole  dependanoe,  is  on  the  Fleet ;  we  cannot  defend  onrsehvesy 
and  indeed  should  tbe  Commodore  leave  them  it  would  soon  be  over 
with  them.  Tbus  they  are  constantly  expecting  tbe  CommodorQ 
shall  defend  tbe  Eiver  and  at  tbe  same  time  defend  and  protect  Fort 
MiiBin.  The  Commodore  we  are  sure  will  do  all  in  his  power  to 
defend  every  place  and  give  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  every 
place.  Your  Excellency  in  your  Letter  recommends  that  some  of 
tbe  Navy  Board  should  be  constantly  together,  be  assured  it  shall  be 
done.  Capt.  Blewer,  W.  Bradford  &  Paul  Cox  have  been  very  con- 
stant together,  unless  one  dispatched  at  a  Time  on  Necessary  business 
for  tbe  fleet,  which  must  be  attended  to.  Mr.  Crispin  bas  never  been 
down  till  a  few  days,  which  has  thrown  tbe  Commissarys  on  us,  and 
Gapt.  Blewer  has  acted  as  such  ever  since  he  has  been  here ;  but 
hope  Crispin  will  now  lend  his  hand. 

'  Our  Pay  Master  never  came  near  ns,  we  are  at  a  loss  for  one,  if 
your  Excellency  should  think  proper,  we  would  recommend  Wm.  C. 
Bradford,  who  is  now  here,  for  that  office.  Deserters  from  the  fleet 
yesterday  we  learn  that  tbe  Augusta  had  150  kill'd  and  drown'd  when 
she  was  destroyed.  The  Roebuck  bad  6  kill'd  and  10  wounded;  and 
they  say  that  another  General  Attack  is  soon  intended  by  Land  & 
Water.  The  late  bad  weather  has  compleatly  fill'd  the  Meadows 
with  Water  yet  the  Enemy  bold  their  Forts.  In  Fort  Mifflin  our 
People  have  foolishly  cut  thro'  the  banks  and  tbe  whole  Island  is  now 
under  Water ;  in  short  if  they  do  not  stop  it  again  I  fear  the  conse- 
quence, as  the  People  must  get  sick  if  not  obliged  to  abandou  it. 
The  Enemy  have  landed  a  number  of  Men  at  Billingsport  and  are 
erecting  a  Battery  above  that  place  to  defend  their  wrecks  that  we 
may  get  nothing  out  of  them. 

The  Nine  Thousand  Dollars  we  received  by  Mr.  Jacob  S.  Howell 
which  shall  be  expended  with  all  care.  The  Cattle  we  have  been 
obliged  to  purchase  has  carried  our  Cash  fast  as  we  supply  the  nhole 
of  ours,  &  the  Continental  Fleet  with  Fresh  Provisions,  endeavouring 
to  keep  the  Salt  for  the  Garrison,  or  ourselves,  if  we  should  be  so 
situated  as  not  to  be  able  to  get  fresh.  We  think  we  shall  want 
about  £6000  by  the  10«^  of  next  Month. 
By  order  of  the  Board 

I  have  the  Honour  to  bo 

Your  Excellencys 

Most  Humble  Scrv*. 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  Cm. 

State  Navy  Board,  on  board  the  Sloop  Speedwell,  off  Bed  Bank/ 
Oey  30^  1777. 
Directed. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun',  Esq ,  Prfesident  of  tho 
Snpceme  Executive  Council  Lancaster. 
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A]>WB88  ov  Of Ficjsas  XK  Cahp  to  t|[b  Absskblt,  1777. 

To  ihe  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  of  PennfyhrauiiB 

in  Qeneral  Assembly  met. 
Gentlemen, 

We  beg  leave  to  address  yon  on  an  occasion,  wliicb  not  only  imne- 
diately  concerns  you  as  Citizens  &  as  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  oC 
Peonsylvania,  but  also  the  Army  which  you  have  sent  into  the  field 
from  that  State — indeed  it  relates  to  the  future  safety  of  the  States 
at  large. 

As  it  is  obvious  to  the  World,  that  nothing  can  now  determine  the 
Fate  of  America  but  Arms,  the  Idea  of  Beoonciliation  having  long 
since  been  reprobated — as  a  prudent  and  politoal  People,  we  sbou'd 
therefore  use  every  mean  in  our  power,  to  expedite  the  reeruitiDg 
service  in  our  State,  that  we  may  not  be  reduced  a  seocmd  time  to 
ihe  shameful  necessity  of  bringing  our  Regiments  into  the  field  but 
half  made  up. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  enquire  iuto  the  real  Cause  of  our  Jlegi* 
ments  not  being  fiU'd  last  Year — the  Cause  is  too  obvious.  Such 
enormous  sums  nave  been  paid  for  Substitutes,  k  that  too,  freauently 
by  men  who  ought  themselves  to  have  taken  the  field,  that  it  beoame 
impossible  for  a  Recruiting  Officer  to  raise  a  single  Man,  So  thai 
every  Idea  of  completing  the  Standing  Army  was  entirely  loet^  & 
our  sole  dependance  placed  on  a  mere  passing  Cloudy  the  MUitxa. 

The  many  &  sorrowful  Instances  which  we  have  already  experien- 
ced, in  regard  to  the  weakness  and  Inability  of  Militia,  ought  to 
induce  us  to  use  our  utmost  exertions  in  recruiting  Men  for  the 
standing  Army.  In  order  to  effect  this,  we  conceive,  that  Substitutes 
must  be  totally  disallow'd  of,  &  that  that  Money  which  a  Man  wou'd 
willingly  give  for  a  Substitute  in  the  Militia,  shou'd  be  given  as  a 
Bounty  to  a  man  to  serve  during  the  War^^  or  as  a  farther  encourage- 
ment  for  him  to  enlist,  over  &  above  the  present  Bounty. 

Shou'd  this  Method  prove  ineffectual— Quer  7  Wou'd  it  not  an- 
swer a  valuable  Purpose  to  cause  DraugliU  to  be  made,  and  in  caae 
they  should  refuse  to  turn  out,  then  obUge  them  to  send  a  Substi* 
tute  for  three  Years  or  during  the  War. 

While  we  solicit  for  men,  we  must  not  neglect  to  make  appli<}ation 
to  you  for  Cloathing — an  Article  highly  necessary  for  a  Poldier,  but 
particularly  so  at  this  Season  of  the  year.  Necessary  however  as  it 
is,  yet  we  ive  sorry  to  mention,  that  very  little  attention  has  been  paid 
either  by  Congress  or  the  State  to  the  Dress  &  Cloathing  of  the 
Army. 

Those  brave  Men  in  the  Division  commanded  by  General  Waynci 
whose  intrepid  Opposition  to  three  times  their  number  of  the  Enemy 
at  Chad's  Ford,  will  we  trust,  thro  future  Ages,  reflect  tiie  highest 
honor  not  only  upon  themselves^  but  likowL^e  redound  to  the  repute- 
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tion  of  the  State  in  i»bich  they  were  raised — those  Yery  men  irho 
bad  an  active  part  in  breaking  &  driving  the  Brittish  Army  irith 
the  most  nnheard  of  precipitation,  on  the  Plains  of  Germantown,  are 
now  destitute  of  every  necessary  Article  of  Cloathing,  &  are  in  shoit 
in  a  perishing  Situation.  While  we  take  notice  of  this  Division,  we 
wou'd  by  no  means  neglect  the  Merit  of  the  other  Regiments,  & 
Corps  from  oar  State — their  good  Conduct  in  the  field  and  tbeif 
Wants  in  regard  to  Cloatbing^  equally  demand  your  Applause  and 
attentiop. 

It  is  universally  allowed  by  all  Military  Writers  &  others  acquain- 
ted with  Armies,  that  no  pains  shouM  be  spar'd  in  inoulcating  Pride 
into  the  Soldiery,  some  go  so  fur  as  to  alledge,  that  it  is  a  good  Sub- 
stitnte  for  almost  every  Virtue — if  this  be  trucy  which  &ct8  seem  to 
evinee,  then  the  first  Step  to  be  token,  (in  order  to  introduoe  it)  is 
to  cloath  each  Man  in  a  genteel  neat  Uniform,  by  which  means  he 
will  have  it  in  his  power  to  keep  himself  clean  &  consequently  £ree 
ftom  the  Disorders  incident  to  a  Camp. 

We  likewise  esteem  it  our  Duty  to  apply  for  Blankets — ^Neithet 
Officers  or  Men  are,  at  this  time  supplied  witjsi  any,  nor  has  the  least 
t^ard  been  paid  to  onr  repeated  applieatiotis  for  themi  during  th% 
^hole  of  this  Campaign. 

The  Season  is  now  becoming  cold,  but  the  Mason  for  Aetioo  is  by 
lie  means  oynr,  we  know  not  what  time  we  shaU  go  into  Winter 
Qoartersy  if  you  therefore  expect  we  ahall  keep  up  anyflbew  of 
Opposition,  you  will  without  Delay  use  your  tttmeet  Bntdeavora  i4 
taise  a  number  of  Blankets,  on  any  Terms  whatever. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  these  requisitioDfl  are  Seriovs  ft 
in  their  Conseqnenoes  of  vast  Importance— &  we  take  upon  «a  to 
affirm  that  unless  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  them,  &  immedi- 
lite  Steps  fallen  upon,  to  put  our  Army  on  a  more  respectable  footiag, 
we  shall  not  have  it  in  our  power  to  take  the  field  next  Campaign, 
with  half  the  quotift  of  Troops  w^  the  other  States  expect  we  shall 
vaisa. 

We  are  Gentleman  With  great 

Begard  your  Hble  Serv^i 
Camp  at  White  Marsh, 

Oct'.  m\  mi. 

Ant'y  Wayne,  B.  G.  Daniel  Brodhead,  Col.  8*^  Penn* 

Jere>^  Talbot,  Cap*  of  y«  7**  Penn*      Regt. 

Reg.  Com**.  James  Chambers,  Col.  1*  Regt. 

John  Patterson,  Cap.  2*  P.  Rg*  Wm.  Butler,  L*  Col.  4»>»  P.  R. 

Commandg.  Ad«  Hubley  jr.,  L*  C»  10»*  P.  R. 

Saml.  Hay,  Maj'  7**»  Penn*  Reg*  P.  Montgomery,  IIP.  Regt. 
Richd.  Humpton,  Col.  11*»  Pen*  Henry  ftfiller,  Maj'  let  P.  R. 

Regt.  Walter  Stewart,  Colonel  of  ^«  late 

Fra.  Johnston,  Colonel  5*  P.  Rg*      State  Regiment. 
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We  are  members  of  the  State  of  Pensjlvania,  we  have  served  ihe 
present  Campaign,  in  the  first  Brigade,  Penn'a  General  Waynes  Di- 
vision— we  highly  approve  of  tlio  foregoing  Representation  and  are 
well  convinced  the  Facts  stated  require  the  most  serious  attention. 

Thos.  Hartley,  Col.  Commg.  the  first  Brigade  Penns. 

Morgn.  Connor;  L*  CoL  in  Col.  Hartley's  Regt. 

Directed, 

To  The  Konble  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  The 
State  of  Pennsylvania, 


General  Robehdeau  to  Pkesident  Wharton,  17T7. 

This  account  was  taken  at  Bethlehem  from  an  officer  sent  by 
Qen^  Burgoyne  .with  despatches  to  Qeu}  Howe.  The  officer  left 
Bethlehem  on  Monday  morning. 

A  list  of  British  by  capitulation^ — said  to  be  moie^ 2,442 

Foreigners,  .    do  2,198 

Sent  to  Canada  on  parole, 1,100 

Gen^  Burgoyne  &  Staff,  among  which  6  members  of  parliament.       12 

Bick,  598,  Wounded,  528, 1,126 

Pirisoners  of  War  before  surrender, 400 

Deserters, 300 

Lost  at  Bennington,. 1,220 

Killed  between  17<>»  Sept'  &  18«»  Oct', 600 

Taken  at  Tioonderoga, 400 

Killed  in  Gen^  Harkermers's  Battle, 300 

^  10,098 

87  brass  Cannon  Royals  &  Mortars,  Impliments  &  Store  complcat — 

said  to  be  27. 
5,000  stand  of  arms. 
400  sett  of  Harness. 

A  number  of  ammunition  Waggons  &  Harness. 
6  field  pieces  at  Bennington. 
2  do.,  &  4  Royals  fit  Fort  Schyler. 

Articles  of  oonvention  between  Lieu*  Gen^  Burgoyne  &  Major  Gen^ 
Gates. 

1st.  The  Troops  under  L*  Gen^  Burgoyne  are  to  march  out  of  the 
Gamp  w**^  the  honors  of  war  and  the  artillery  of  the  Intrenchmenta 
to  the  verge  of  the  River  where  the  old  Fort  stood,  where  the  anna 
and  artillery  are  to  be  left;  the  arms  to  be  piled  by  word  of  commaad 
of  their  own  officers. 
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2Dd.  A  frjee  passage  to  be  granted  to  tbe- army  under  Lt.Gflnl. 
Burgojne  to  Great  Britain,  npon  condition  of  not  serving  a^in  in, 
North  America  daring  the  present  contest  i  and  the  port  of  ISoston 
is  assigned  for  the  entry  of  Transports  to  receive  the  Troops^  when-« 
ever  Genl.  Howe  shall  so  order.  « 

dd.  Shooid  any  Cartel  take  place,  by  which  tihe  army  vnder  Lk 
6«nl.  Bnrgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing 
article  to  he  void  as  far  as  such  Exchange  shall  be  made. 

4th.  The  army  under  Lt.  Qenl.  Burgcr^ne  to  march  to  Massachrt* 
setta  Bay  by  the  earliest,  most  Expeditions,  and  convenient  Bout, 
and  to  be  quartered  in,  near,  or  as  convenient  as  possSble  to  Boston, 
tbat  th0  march  of  the  Troops  may  not  be  delayed  when  transports 
arrive  to  receive  them. 

5th.  The  troops  to  be  supplied  on  the  march  and  during  their 
being  in  quarters  witb  Provisions,  by  Genl.  Gates'  orderp,  at  the 
aame  rate  of  Rations  as  the  Troops  of  his  own  army,  &,  if  powible, 
the  Officers,  Horses  &  Cattle  are  to  be  supplied  with  forage  at  the 
naval  rate. 

6th.  All  Officers  to  retain  their  Carriages,  Batt.  Horses  &  other 
Cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  molested  or  searched,  Lt.  Genl.  Bur- 
goyne  giving  his  honor  there  are  no  publiok  stores  secreted  therein. 
Major  Genl.  Gates  will  of  course  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the 
due  performance  of  this  article.  Should  any  Carriage  being  wanting 
for  the  transportation  of  Officers'  Baggage,  they  are,  if  possible,  to 
be  supplied  by  the  Country  at  the  usual  rates. 

7.  Upon  the  march,  and  during  the  time  the  army  shall  remain  in 
Quarters  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  to  be  seperated  from  their  men.  The  officers 
are  to  be  quartered  according  to  rank,  and  are  not  to  be  hindered 
fh)m  assembling  their  men  for  roll  calling,  &  other  purposes  of 
regulating. 

8  th.  All  corps  whatever  of  Genl.  Burgoyne's  army,  whether, 
composed  of  Sailors,  Batteau  men,  Artificers,  Drivers,  Independent 
Companies,  &  followers  of  the  Army  of  whatever  Country,  shall  ba 
included  in  the  fullest  sense  &  utmost  extent  of  the  above  articles, 
&  comprehended  in  every  respect  as  British  subjects. 

9th.  All  Canadians  &  persons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  Esta- 
blishment, consisting  of  Sailors,  Batteaumen,  Artificers,  Drivers, 
Independent  Companies,  &  many  other  followers  of  the  Army  who 
come  under  no  partioular  description  arc  to  be  permitted  to  return 
there.  They  are  to  be  conducted  immediately  by  the  shortest  rout 
to  the  first  British  post  on  Lake  George,  &  are  to  be  supplied  with 
provisions  in  the  f-ame  manner  as  the  other  Troops,  &.  are  to  bo 
bound  by  the  same  conditions  of  not  serving  during  the  present 
contest  in  North  America. 
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lOtb.  Passports  to  be  immediately  granted  to  their  officers  not 
exceeding  the  rank  of  Captains^  who  ^all  be  appointed  bj  Lt.  Gen. 
Bargoyne  to  carry  dispatches  to  8^  W"  Howe,  S'  Guy  Carlton,  &  to 
Great  Britain,  by  the  way  of  New  York.  Aiid  Major  Genl.  Gate^ 
engages  the  pablick  faith  that  these  dispatches  shall  not  be  opened. 
The  offioefs  are  to  set  ont  immidktelj  after  raoeii^ing  their  dispatebesi 
and  to  trayel  by  the  ahortest  Bottt%  and  in  Iha  moat  ezpeditkmi 
manner. 

11th.  Daring  the  stay  of  the  Troops  in  Maasachnsatto  Bay,  the 
Of&cers  are  to  be  admitted  to  their  parol,  &  axe  to  be  allowed  to  weac 
their  side  arms. 

12th.  8h«nld  the  army  nuder  Lt*  Genl.  Bnrgoyne  find  it  Heeea^ 
sary  to  send  for  their  doathing  &  other  Baggage  to  Oaaada,  they 
are  to  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  the  moat  coayenieBi  manner^  &  the 
necessary  passports  granted  for  that  purpose* 

■  13th.  These  articlcB  are  to  be  mutually  agned  &  ezehanffed  to- 
morrow morning  at  9  o'Oloek,  and  the  Troops  under  Lt.  Gtm.  Bur- 
goyno  are  to  march  out  of  their  Intrenchments  at  8  o'clock  in  thd 
Afternoon. 

J.  BUBGOYNK 
Camp  at  Saratoga,  Oct'  16%  1777. 


York  Town,  Oct'  31-*,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  acknowledge  your  fav,  and  thro'  you  beg  to  acknowledgo  one 
from  my  friend,  Col.  Bayard^  which  ia  all  that  I  can  do  by  thu  oon- 
Tcyance,  as  I  am  in  danger  of  losing  it;  for  this  reason  I  oanno( 
forward  Copies  of  the  other  dispatches  this  day  reo*  ^  £zpies8| 
(Col.  Wilkinson,)  but  shall  endeavour  to  do  it  very  soon.  The  List 
was  taken  before  the  Examination  of  Col.  Wilkinson,  which  baa 
beoasioned  two  or  three  remarks  from  memory,  but  it  is  not  to  be 
depended  on.  An  exact  return  is  expected  this  day,  and  you  must 
excuse  me  until  a  further  oppn 
I  am  I 
respectfully  Sir, 

Y'  mot  ob.  &  very 

hum^  Serv. 

DANIEL  BOBBRDBAU. 

Directed. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Yioe  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  Pennailvanik,  Laacaater. 
Favoured  by  D'  Witherspoon, 
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A'GcDdhil  Retora  6f  lili  Brittsnnick  MtQentfu  Foroes -ntiil^r  lJea« 
General  Bargoine,  which  surrendered  to  the  ContiDeotid  Arm^Tt 
Commanded  by  Major  Gen^  GttteS;  at  Saratogay  on  the  17^ 
Oct',  1777. 
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This  Digest  argeeable  to  the  relafhs,  rendered  me  bj  the  Com< 
mmanding  Officer  of  Regiments  &  Corps.  The  Offioers  of  the  Bri- 
tish- Artillery  are  ^nduled  in  this  retorn ;  i  gd&eral  state  of  that 
Corps  could  not  be  procured  at  the  time  I  left  the  Army,  although 
I  am  well  assured  that  the  number  of  non  cemini88ioae&  Qflbein  & 
Privates  belonging  thereto  exceeds  150.  ' 

(Signed,) 

JAMES  WILKINSON, 
*(Not)  itndoubtedly  omitted.  Adjutant  N.  Army. 

BnuBN  Of  Obdmncis  StorIsb  ta^bk  f&om  tbe  Ekbmy, 
Oot.  7,  AND  17,  1777. 


Cannon, 


NUMB^S, 


Brass, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
'do. 


121brs. 

24  « 
12  *^ 

6  « 

8  " 


Itoyo!  Howitzers, 
Eight  Inch    ** 


2 
6 
2 
2 

12 
4 
5 
2 


Taken  October  Tth,  near 
^         fltill  Water. 


Taken  October  ITth,  at 
Saratoga. 


^otol  of  Ordnance,  85 

N.  B.  Implements  &  Stores  compreot  for  the  pieces,  particulars 
not  ascertained  for  want  of  time. 

31* 
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Five  thoasand  Stands  of  Arms  taken,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
Husket  Oartridges  and  a  nnmberof  Ammunition  Waggons,  Thtyellifig 

Forges,  &G. 

(Signed,) 

J.  WILKINSON, 

A.  General  N.  Anny* 
YoA  Town,  81  Oot',  1777- 

Agreeable  to  the  return  rendered  me  by  the  Commanding  Oflber 
of  Artillery, 

True  Copies. 

DANIEL  BOBEEDEAU. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jan',  Esq%  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Lancaster. 


BoBBRT  Galbraith  TO  Pbbsipbkt  Whabton,  1777. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junior,  Esqr.,  President,  &c. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  at  Bedford  and  opened  the  Courts  without  any  oppo- 
sition. The  Sheriff  held  the  Election,  and  though  but  a  small  one, 
yet  I  hope  it  will  answer  a  good  purpose.  Mr.  Smith  still  refuses 
to  deliver  up  the  Becords,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  sent  yon  by 
Mr.  John  Morris,  Clerk  of  the  Assembly.  I've  sent  by  Mr.  Morris 
the  Nomination  of  Bedford  Justices  of  Persons  for  Clerk  of  tiie 
Peace,  which  I  expect  the  Council  will  take  notice  of,  and  send  up 
the  Commission  per  first  opportunity.  I  should  be  glad  of  some 
instructions  relative  to  the  Tavemkeepers ;  some  have  applied  at 
the  Court,  and  recommended,  but  I  have  no  Licence  nor  orders  to 
proceed  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Woods  has  taken  the  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance, and  wonders  why  himself  and  the  other  two  Oentlemea 
recommended  with  him,  are  not  Commissioned ;  he  says  he  is  now 
determined  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  most  nndoubtadly  he 
can  do  a  great  deal  of  good  or  ill  in  this  County  at  the  fneseat 
Time.  If  the  Council  thougfit  proper  to  send  for  Mr.  Smith,  and 
dispose  of  him  in  some  other  way  than  confineing  him  in  Bedford^ 
it  might  answer  a  better  purpose,  for  I  am  apprehensive  he  might 
be  rescued  here,  and  I  am  of  opinion  if  he  was  brought  before  the 
Council  he  would  agree  to  deliver  them  up ;  but  this  I  leave  to  the 
wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  Council 

The  generality  of  .the  People  in  Bedford  County  are  well  dispooed 
to  the  Constitution,  and  a  little  Time,  I  am  persuaded,  will  put 
matters  upon  a  good  footing.    I  attended  at  Carlisle  Court,  and 
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aiatten  thoe  went  on  toidliog  well.  Mr.  Morris,  who  ftttonded, 
also  oao  inform  you.  I  write  this  in  York  Towoi  where  I  ha^Q 
atteoded  oo  behalf  of  the  State;  the  Courts  were  opened  here,  but 
in  manner,  and  under  what  oironmstanoes,  Mr.  M'LcMfcn,  who  iateada 
waiting  of  you  in  a  few  Days,  will  inform.  I  intend  reluraing  toi 
Bedford  in  a  few  Days,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  Seals  of  Office  engrayed 
here. 

With  Compliments  to  Mr.  Bryan  and  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the 
Qooncil. 

I  am  with  respect, 

your  Ezoellencys  most  obedS 
humble  serrS 

ROBERT  GALBRATPH. 

York  Town,  October  31-,  1777. 
IXrededf  » 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun**,  Esq',  President^  &o.| 
&c.,  Lancaster. 


JoHK  Tyler,  Armorer,  to  Prbs't  Whartobt,  1777." 

To  his  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Executive  Council  for  the  state  of  Pennsylv*  in  Council; 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency — 

.  The  Indispensible  Duty  I  owe  to  your  Excellency  and  the  eouneil. 
Induces  me  to  inform  you  of  the  state  of  my  Department  at  this  place } 
^  at  my  first  coming  here  all  was  hurry  and  Confusion  no  place  oobld 
be  procured  for  carrying  on  the  Repair  of  the  musquits,  &c.,  belondnff 
to  this  state  or  even  for  the  People  to  put  their  Heads  in ;  but  thr^ 
the  kind  Interference  of  the  worthy  Col.  Wetaell  and  other  Lieoten* 
ents  of  this  County,  A  place  was  soon  purchased  and  I  have  sixteen 
hands  Employed  and  in  a  few  d^ys  expect  to  have  three  hundred  stand 
of  arms  repaired  and  Ready  to  deliver  to  such  place  as  your  Excel* 
lency  shall  order;  (besides  a  Number  already  delivered  by  Col* 
Wetsells  order)  Nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  me  to  promote  with  thei 
assistance  of  tho  Lieutenants,  the  utmost  decorum  and  dispatch,  some 
uneasiness  it  is  true  prevails  among  the  workmen  that  the  Artifioers 
and  Labatary  men  in  the  Continental  Service  draw  Liquor,  and  it  ii 
not  in  their  power  to  draw  any,  altho'  they  think  they  are  entitled  to 
it  as  the  allowance  from  the  state,  but  the  difficulty  is  there  is  na 
state  Commissary  here,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  Col.  Hague?  and  Col. 
Wetzell  that  if  their  was  a  state  Commissary  here  the  people  woukl 
be  better  supplied  and  if  they  Could  then  draw  their  Liquor;  every 
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tkiiig  votM  g6  OB  mooMi  and  iinOdld  tend  t»fiifftli«r  Ulie ! 
«f  the  state.     It  is  Iherefere  requested  tfamt  your  ExoeOenoy  k  tbe 
Oonneil  would  Consider  Ike  maflter,  CM.  Hagner  k  GoL  Wetaell  ate 
irliUng  to  Tindettake  the  pnrohase  k  Issaes  for  the  pi«aaent  if  they 
hava^he  Omnoila  Authority  for  that  pmpose. 
lam 

your  Ezoellenc/s 

most  Hu'ble  Serv* 

JNO.  irLEB,  Arm- 
Northampton,  Oot'r  81, 1777- 

P.  S.  As  we  have  no  very  large  Quantity  of  arms  here  I  hope  we 
may  letave  sooh  a  aupply  icom  time  to  time  as  will  keep  the  people 
in  Employ. 
Directed^' 

To  His  Excellency  Tho*  Wharton,  jnn'  Esq.,  Pzesidenl  of  tii* 
lixacatiTa  Oounoil  of  the  atate  of  Pannsylrania. 

1^  Favour  of      ) 
Mr.  Wm.  Thome.  J 


Prbs't  Wharton  to  Col's  Chbnby  k  Grunge,  1777. 

^    •  Lane,  Slst  Oct',  1777 

Gentlemen, 

When  Col.  Smith,  Lieu*  of  Chester,  was  here,  by  his  informattoni 
k  that  of  others,  it  appeared  to  Council,  that  the  immediate  embody- 
meftt  of  light  horse  Militia  was  a  measure  very  practicable,  k  very 
important  to  the  protection  of  the  County,  ft  annoyance  of  the  en^my. 
It  was  recommended  to  Col.  Smith  to  exert  the  powert  given  to  him 
in  the  Militia  Law,  &  form  Corns  of  Light  Horse  accordingly;  and 
be  was  promised  support  in  such  an  exertion. 

What  Cd.  Smith  may  have  effected  in  his  neighbourhood,  Council 
have  not  heard ;  Perhaps  the  drawing  out  of  the  (passes  of  foot  Militia 
last  ordered,  may  have  greatly  engaged  his  attention.  At  least  CoL 
J)avis  assures  us,  that  no  step  towards  the  business  proposed  has  been 
taken  in  the  South  Eastern  parts  of  the  County;  in  w**  however,  he 
0ay8  many  Volunteers  offer  their  service.  Council  desirous  that  no 
ftirther  loss  of  time  may  happen,  in  this  important  affair,  do  desire 
k  order  you  to  take  all  prudent  ft  effiBCtual  measures  to  form'  8  or  4 
Troops  of  Light  Horse  out  of  your  Militia ;  taking  herein  the  advice 
ft 'ditectieu  of  Gen,  Potter,  on  whom  they  greatly  rely.  These,  you 
are  to  put  under  his  direction,  subordinate  however  to  the  Com'  in 
ehief^  ft  Gen.  Armstrong. 
.  Your  public  spirit  will  doubtless  engage  your  best  attention  to  the 


bnamefs  reoonunended^  in  which  you  may  depend  on  Ooondl  for  theis 
foil  anppoii. 

lam 
Directed. 
To'GoL  Cheney  &  CoL  Gronow,  Gheeier  County. 


MeMO&IAIi   OV    OuV    StOOEEBS   in   TEB    StAVI    FAOfeOBTy 

177T. 

Oefober,  y^  80*  1777. 
To  the  BonOftTftMe  Coonml  of  Safety  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 

PeDBjtvama. 

The  Petition  of  the  SubsoriberB  Gnn  Stoekers  of  diis  State  S'aotoiy 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  we  have  been  a  Considerable  time  imployed  in  the  Factory 
at  French  Greek  and  found  the  priee  we  then  receiy'd  was  nolf 
Snfident  for  our  support  by  reason  of  goods  and  provisions  being  so 
tery  high  and  we  reoeiv'd  but  two  and  six  pence  ^  Stook  more  than 
belbre  the  war  began,  Mr.  Dehaven  our  manager  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bitenhouse  our  Superintendant  acknoledged  thoy  thought  our  wages 
two  low  and  were  willing  to  sign  a  petition  to  have  our  price  rais'd 
from  ten  to  fifteen  Shillings  ^  Stock,  our  petition  was  taken  to 
Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  the  battle  at  Brandywine  when  nothing 
eonld  be  done  for  ns  and  was  left  -there,  we  then  were  obligedito 
leave  our  work  and  asist  in  removing  the  stores  and  all  belonging  to 
.  our  work  and  Mr.  Dohaven  promis^  we  should  receive  a  Dollar '1^ 
day- till  we  could  get  to  work  again,  we  have  now  removed  to] 
Bumbles  Town  where  we  can  scarce  get  the  Necessarys  of  life  at  any 
price  (Whilst  those  imployed  in  the  Continental  Factory's  Constantly; 
tedeive  their  Rations)  since  we  came  here  we  have  been  imployM  in 
preparing  places  to  work  in,  which  are  not  quite  ready  nor  have  we 
materials  to  work  on  as  yet,  and  now  are  informed  by  Mr.  Dehaven 
that  he  will  not  pay  ns  from  the  time  we  left  work  at  French  Creek^ 
except  a  few  days,  nor  allow  us  any  higher  wages  for  what  we  shall  do, 
and  as  five  of  us  have  families  here  and  the  rest  of  us  have  to  pay 
high  for  our  board.  We  Humbly  intreat  you  to  Consider  and  rectify 
us,  as  we  earnestly  desire  to  promote  the  public  good  by  oontinuing 
at  our  business  and  doing  it  fkithfully. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 
Joseph  Delavau,  Archibald  Curry, 

William  Atkinson,  Frederick  Wharton, 

Conrad  Switsor,  John  Weaver, 

Conrad  Bartling,  Joseph  Eastburn, 

William  Fatjes,  Isaac  Johns."*" 

*  See  Colon.  Rec  Vol.,  p.  XI.  SC5. 
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Henrt   Christ  and  others,    to   Prbsidbnt  Whartok^ 

1777. 

Beadmg,  November  Ist,  1777. 
Sir, 

Upon  yoar  Honoars  Reqnmt  from  Philadelphia,  Jane  17th, 
1777.  To  the  Jastico  of  the  County  of  Berks,  to  Confer  together 
to  obtain  a  Sofllcient  Number  of  Waggons  with  proper  Drivers,  and 
to  appoint  a  Wasgon  Master  for  each  Brigade  to  be  in  Readiness 
npon  the  first  CaTl,1tnd  recommended  to  us  that  a  Waggon  Master 
may  be  appointed  in  the  County  with  proper  assistants  to  famish  as 
with  a  list  of  the  Waggons  in  each  District  according  to  the  said 
request,  the  Justices  of  Berks  County  Immediately  have  met  and 
appointed  a  Waggon  Master  General,  with  proper  assistunts,  and 
they  have  furnished  us  with  a  list  of  the  number  of  waggons  in  each 
Township  of  Berks  County  and  upon  your  Honours  Request,  In 
Council  Philadelphia,  July,  Slst  1777,  to  as  requiring  the  Jostioea 
of  Berks  County  Immediately  to  send  350  waggons  to  Philadelphia, 
(when  the  enemys  fleet  was  seen  near  the  Light  House)  to  raraove 
Stores,  Provisions  &c.  We  have  Immediately  sent  orders  to  the 
Waggon  Master  Oeneral  and  to  each  Waggon  Master  in  the  Town* 
ships  to  make  np  the  said  number  of  waggons  Immediately  to  go  to 
Phil^  for  said  purpose,  and  according  to  our  orders  a  great  number 
of  waggons  was  sent  to  Phil*  upon  that  account,  and  the  Waggoa 
M^^ter  general  and  the  other  Waggon  Masters  to  each  Brigade  went 
the  'same  time  and  when  they  came  to  Phil*  the  Enemy's  fleet  left 
our  Capes  and  the  waggons  got  nothing  to  load  was  obliged  to  return 
emty  (except  20  waggons  was  taken  into  the  service  for  the  use  of 
the  Army.)  Their  wages  will  amount  to  a  large  Sum  of  Money  and 
they  are  a  plagueing  us  and  the  Waggon  Master  Continually  for 
their  pay.  We  would  therefore  Desire  your  Honor  would  Order  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  sent  to  us  or  the  Waggon  Master  in  this  Towa 
to  pay  off  said  people.  We  think  it  will  at  least  take  2500  or  veij 
nigh  3000  pounds,  and  if  there  is  more  sent  than  is  wanted  we  shall 
lay  the  account  before  your  Honour  or  any  person  your  Honour 
will  appoint,  and  return  the  overplus. 

Sir, 
We  are  with  Respect 

your  most  obedient* 
Humble  Servant, 

HENRT  CHRIST, 
JACOB  SHOBMAREB, 
JOHN  LUDWIG. 
Directed 

To  The  Honble.  Thomas  Wharton  Jr.,  President. 
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DiLSJEL  ROBIKDBAU  TO  SUPRBMB  EXEO.   CoUNGILy  1777.  . 

York  Town,  Nov.  !•*,  1777. 
D'Sir, 

Yesterday  the  confirmation  of  the  northern  affair  arriTedy  the  Gon- 
vention  at  Saratoga  was  immediatelj  forwarded  to  Council,  and  this 
day  Qen>  Gates'  two  letters,  one  to  Congress  the  other  to  Gen'  Van- 
ghan,*  with  an  exact  return  of  prisoners  and  stores  surranderedr 
All  these  di^mtohes  have  been  sent  in  the  most  slovenly  manner, 
but  it  is  impoiisibld  for  me  in  the  midst  of  publick  Business,  without 
assistance,  to  be  more  correct,  therefore,  I  hope  I  have  the  excuse  of 
Council.  Mr.  Clinffhem  this  day  took  his  seat,  pray,  where  are  the 
other  Dellegates  ?  Henry  Laurens,  Vice  President  of  S*  Carolina, 
a  worthy,  sensible,  inde£atigable  Gentleman,  was  this  day  chosen  by 
a  unaoimous  vote,  eaccept  his  own,  President  of  Congress. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  paper  &  the  several  printed  puUica- 
lions.    Pray  keep  me  advised. 
I  ami 

D'Sir 

Y'  most  oh*  hum*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 
IHreded, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Hon^^  The  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Gen'  Kalb. 


Hbnrt  Laubens  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Pennsylvania,  Ist  Novem.,  1777. 
Shr, 

The  Arms  of  the  United  States  of  America  having  been  blessed 
in  the  present  Campaign  with  remarkable  success.  Congress  have 
Besolved  to  recommend  that  one  day,  Thursday  the  18tb  Beeem'f 
next,  be  set  apart  to  be  observed  by  all  the  Inhabitants  throughout 
these  States  for  a  General  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God.  And  I 
have  it  in  command  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  Extract  from  the 
Minutes  of  Congress  for  that  purpose.  Your  Honour  will  be  pleased 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  carrying  the  Resolve  into  effect 
in  the  State  in  which  you  preside. 

*  See  page  687-^,  &  726. 

f  See  proclamation  in  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  XI,  p.  8C9, 


Xoa  jrill  ItkewiiB  find  indoeed  a  oertified  oopj  of  a  mionie  ahewi^g 
thB  atttihority  under  which  I  have  the  faonoor  ot  addrefldng  70a. 
I  am  witb  great  Saleea  &  Begaxd, 

Sir, 

Most  obed*  ham*  Servant, 

fiSN&r  LAUR£NS» 

fWk\M.  Fms7 
M^n  ffCvoum 

To  the  Honhle  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq*,  Pennsylvania. 


In  OoDgress,  NoV^tnber  1, 1777. 
tMngrefis  prdeeeded  to  the  iAiofoe  of  a  President  and  the  lAdlo<« 
beiDg  ULken  Mr.  Henry  Laurens  was  elected. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


BiflOLuiSEOvs  or  OokobIbbs,  1777^ 

In  Congress,  Nov.  1, 1777. 

Forasmuch  as  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  men  to  adore 
the  superintending  providence  of  Almighty  God,  to  acknowledge 
with  gratitude  their  obligation  to  him  for  benefits  reoeived  &  to  im- 
plore sudi  fnither  blessings  as  they  stand  In  need  of.  And  it  having 
pleased  him  in  his  abundant  mercy  not  only  to  continue  to  us,  the 
innumenthle  bounties  of  h^is  common  ptovidenos,  but  also  to  smile 
upon  us  in  the  prosecution  of  a  just  and  necessary  war  for  the  defenoe 
ft  eataUishment  of  our  unalienable  rights  ft  liberties.  Partic«lariy 
in  that  he  hath  been  pleased  in  so  great  a.  measure  to  prosper  the 
means  used  for  the  support  of  our  troops  ft  to  crown  omr  arms  with 
most  signal  success. 

It  is  therefi>re  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  executive  powed 
of  these  United  States  to  set  apart  Thursday,  the  18th  day  of  Moeaa- 
ber  next  for  solemn  thanksgiving  ft  praise.  That  at  one  time  and 
with  one  voice  the  good  people  may  express  the  grateful  feelings  <^ 
their  hearts,  ft  consecrate  themselves  to  the  service  of  their  divine, 
benefactor  ft  that  together  with  their  sincere  acknowledgments  ft 
offerings  they  may  join  the  penitent  confession  of  their  manifold 
sins,  whereby  they  had  forfeited  every  favor;  ft  their  humble  and 
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memtt  Hayp&oMm  ^t  it  tnj  plean  Ood^  tkrongli  the  melriti  of 

Jeans  Ghriat,  mercifnllj  to  forgive  &  blot  them  out  of  rcmembHoiet* 
That  it  may  please  him  graciooslj  to  afford  his  blessijig  on  the  govern- 
ments of  these  States  respectively,  &  promer  the  pablio  conocils  of 
the  whole.  To  inspire  our  commanders  l)oth  by  land  &  sea,  &  all 
nnder  them  with  that  wisdom  &  fortitnde  which  may  render  them  fit 
instruments,  nnder  the  providence  of  Almighty  God,  to  secure  for 
theM  United  States  fbe  greatest  of  all  human  blessings,  <<  inde^ 
pendenee  dh  peace"  That  it  may  please  him  to  prosper  the  trade  ft 
manufactures  of  the  people^  &  the  labor  of  the  husbandman,  that  our 
land  may  yet  yield  its  indreaso.  To  take  schools  &  seminaries  of 
education  so  necessary  for  cultivating  the  principles  of  ttrue  liberty, 
virtue  &  piety  under  his  nurturing  hand  &  to  prosper  the  means  of 
religion  for  the  promotion  ft  enlargement  of  that  kingdom  which 
consisteth  in  riyhteotunesSf  peace  dsjoy  in  the  holy  ghoU. 

And  it  is  farther  reoommended  that  servile  labor  ft  such  reereaUon 
as  though  at  other  times  innocent,  may  be  unbecoming  the  purpose 
of  this  appointment  may  be  omittted  on  so  solemn  an  occasion. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GHA.  THOMSON^  Seo'y. 


Lt.  Sam*l  Huntbr  to  Pessidekt  Whaeton,  1777. 

Fort  Augusta,  Ist  November,  1777. 
Sir; 

Yours  of  the  23'*'  October,  I  received  Yesterday  by  express,  ordering 
that  the  third  and  fourth  Olasses  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  be  sent 
out  to  joine  Oeneral  Wtishington,  and  to  be  supplyed  with  arms  and 
Blankets,  which  is  not  to  be  gpt  in  this  County  at  present,  the  first 
Glass  and  part  of  the  second  is  stationed  on  the  Frontiers  of  this 
County  and  has  all  the  good  arms  that  could  be  Collected  in  those 
parts,  so  that  when  those  classes  that  is  now  called  march,  they  must 
go  without  arms,  I  had  promised  the  poor  back  Inhabitants  to  relieve 
the  first  class  whose  time  is  expired  the  sixteenth  of  this  month, 
the  People  there  is  in  a  bad  way  as  they  have  got  in  no  Crops  this 
MI,  which  is  very  hard  on  them  being  getieraly  Poor,  ft  new  setlers, 
as  for  the  present  state  of  this  County,  I  refer  you  to  Captain  John 
Hambright  who  is  ehose  one  of  the  Coundl,  there  will  be  no  time 
lost  in  (Electing,  and  bringing  the  men  to  the  place  of  Rendesvouse, 
to  mavoh  as  soon  as  PossaUe,  the  People  of  this  County  is  beginning 
lo  murmur  lor  WMit  <^  nalt  as  they  cannot  get  any  to  buy,  «i^  X  be^ 

«  Bee  page  604. 
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leiv»  dui  is  the  woni  off;  of  any  Coosly  ia  the  state  for  that  Tsry 
artiele^ 

lam 

Sir, 

jour  most  o1>ed^ 

HomVSer?* 
SAM'L  HUNTER,  Liea«. 

Directedf 

To  His  Qxcellencj  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Executire 
Council  Lancaster. 


OkV.  PoTTBB  to    P&BSIDXNI  WHA&TOKy   1777. 

Sir, 

In  Angest  last  I  Reoommended  the  Bearer  Mr.  Jnrdan  to  jonr 
Exoelanoey  for  to  be  appointed  a  lieat.,  in  one  of  the  Cumpanejs  in 
the  Oontinental  service,  he  was  a  Lient.,  under  me  last  winter  in  the 
Jarsejy  and  acted  liek  the  Oentieman  and  the  soldier,  and  I  am 
persuaded  he  wold  make  a  good  officer,  he  has  been  a  voUenteer 
erer  since  I  left  the  Jarsej. 
I  am  your 

Exoellenoeys 
Obedient  Humble  serv* 

JAS.  POTTER. 
Nov  2d,  1777. 
Directed, 
To  His  Ezcelancey  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Congress,  1777. 

In  Coundl,  Lancaster,  November  3, 1777. 

Sir, 

The  hon'ble  John  Haucock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress  his  letter 
of  the  17th*  of  October  enclosing  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  16th,t 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington  dated 
the  13th|  and  a  list  of  the  oloathing  wanted  in  the  Continental  armyi 
has  been  laid  before^the  Council.  We  have  had  a  conference  on  thia 
aabject  with  the  Clothier  General  respecting  the  articles  wanted  for 

*  See  page  681.  f  p.  67&  t  P-  ^^^ 
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the  nntijf  and  nai ured  him  of  evtrj  mLtuioe  we  era  give  hisi. 

Bat  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  that  the  enoreasing  of  the  nnmber 
of  porchasers^  by  oyer  bidding  eaeh  other,  will  rather  tend  to  raiae 
tlie  prices  of  goods  still  higher,  than  to  procure  greater  iuppliee— « 
Gommissioners  in  several  Counties  are  appointed  by  this  Council  for 
the  procuring  of  Blankets^  Shoes,  &  Stodnnga,  from  such  of  the  dia< 
affected  as  can  possibly  spare  them,  and  the  Council  will  give  unre- 
mitting attention  to  this  important  object;  al^o'  they  find  this  State 
very  bare  of  those  articles  and  likely  to  be  distressed  from  the  want 
of  them. 

By  the  quantity'of  oloathing  delivered  to  the  army^b/the  clothier 
General,  within  a  few  months,  and  the  wants  which  are  now  evident 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  attention  of  the  officers  hath 
not  prevented  the  soldiers  from  selling  their  doathing ;  perhaps  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  whisky,  which  at  the  enormous  price 
it  is  now  sold  by  the  Sutlers  at  Camp,  is  alone  sufficient  in  a  few 
weeks  to  strip  a  Soldier  to  the  skin. 

Dtrectedf 
To  the  President  of  Congress, 


Col.  Clement  Biddlb  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp,  Whitemarsh,  Nov  8, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  (of  28th  ulto*  in  Council} 
&  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  of  the  mode  of  collecting  Forage 
which  I  am  frequently  obliged  to  pursue,  &  of  the  prices  I  have 
paid  as  this  Branch  will  be  a  considerable  part  of  your  intended 
regulation,  to  promote  the  service  of  the  army. 

The  constant  removal  &  uncertain  stay  of  our  army  in  one  place 
has  prevented  their  horses  being  supplied  from  fixed  magazines  which 
has  obliged  me  by  the  approbation  of  his  Excellency  the  Com'^  in  Chief 
■to  send  the  Forage  masters  with  waggons  to  the  Farm  Houses 
round  our  Encampment,  to  take  from  each  Farm  a  proportion  of 
their  Forage  giving  them  receipts  for  the  same  and  leaving  a  reason- 
able share  for  their  ^Families,  &  stock.  For  this  they  have  been 
always  paid  at  different  rates  according  to  our  situation  for  some 
time  past  since  crossing  to  this  side  Schuylkil,  I  have  paid  the 
following  rates— for  good  hay  £7  10 — *^.  Tonn,  &  in  proportion 
for  that  of  an  inferior  Quality — wheat  (of  which  we  consume  a  great 
Quantity  for  Forage)  8«.  6d.  '^  bushel,  Oats  as  it  has  been  scarse  7». 
6<i  ^  bushel,  Rye  7#.  Qd.,  for  hay  for  a  horse  24  hours  1«.  6rf., 
Spelts  we  have  none  in  this  Quarter,  Buckwheat  4s.  6(/.,  ^  bushel. 

*  See  page  720. 
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I  luke  alwajB  cliftwn  airt  meh  m  paniUii  from  tht  MguiMi  si  » 
difUnot  bat  maDjr  of  them  are  drained,  &  the  lahabiUntB  either 
refine  to  sell  at-reaBooable  rates,  er  to  tbre^  oat  their  greio,  there- 
iere  I  think  boiiib  method  will  be  neoessary  to  enable  Ihe  pereoae 
properlj  aathodsed  to  supply  the  magariaes  aa  well  ae  the  immedi- 
ate Goosomption  of  the  army. 

-  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particalar  (avonr  to  be  AimiBhed  with  aay 
Bsgalaliona  yon  may  make  on  this  faead^  &  have  the  honomr  to  be, 

Tottr  Excellenoys 

mostobedieilt  A 

very  hum.  Serv* 

OLEMENT  BIDDLE,  Oom'  Vangs^. 

pirected. 

Oa  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqaire,  President  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  Lancaster. 


Col.  Wm.  Bradford  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir; 

My  last  to  your  Ezcellcnoy  was  on  my  arrival  at  Burlington,  givine 
an  acoount  of  the  Galleys  getting  up  and  the  Burning  the  oontinentu 
t*Ieet,  the  Ship  Montgomery  and  two  Floating  Batteries.  Since 
which  nothing  material  has  happened. 

The  sailors  beloogine  to  the  Continental  Fleet  went  up  to  Borden 
Town,  and  are  mostly  deserted. 

I  have  now  sent  up  W.  C.  Bradford  to  your  Excellency  for  some 
money  to  pay  the  Fleet,  as  the  men  will  undoubtedly  desert  if  they 
do  not  get  their  pay.  I  have  at  present  3000  Dollars.  In  my  last 
acquainted  you  had  6000  but  have  been  obliged  to  lay  some  out  for 
Cattle,  Potatoes!  &  paying  off  some  of  the  Fleet,  that  was  not  paid 
before,  of  which  W.  B.,  can  give  some  acc^  The  Fleet  has  had  but  one 
Hogshead  of  rum  since  they  came  up,  and  none  for  some  time  before^ 
so  tOat  your  Excellency  may  think  what  1  hear  as  t  pass  by  them. 
I  am  alone  as  to  a  Board.  Mr.  Crispin  is  here  but  am  exceeding 
sorry  to  say  that  I  am  in  a  manner  obliged  to  be  Commissary,  unless 
in  serving  it  out,  for  if  things  are  provided  for  him^he  does  very  well 
but  will  take  no  pains  to  set  one  thing. 

By  many  Persons  from  Philada.,  we  have  accounts  that  the  enemy 
are  fittfng  out  several  Vessels  to  come  up  the  Biver  to  attack  us  at 
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(K0  pl«»,  bKf  if  (hej  io  I  h«t>e  lley  will  be  disappmted  in  tkeit 
Tiewfl*    For  i^dj  thiBg  partiottlari  I  nnst  refer  to  tbe  Bearer. 
J  am 
Your  Excellenoja 

»o»t  H'ble  Serv*    • 

Wil.  BBAPFOBIX    . 
Bristol,  Nov  4, 1777. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellenoy  Thoa.  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennayhania  Lancaater. 


Lt.  a.  Lochbby  to  Pkbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Honored  Sir, 

The  Distressed  situation  of  oar  Cantery  is  snob,  that  we  have  no 
Prospeot  But  Disolation  and  Distruction,  the  whole  county  On  the 
North  side  of  the  Rode  from  the  Alegany  Mountains  to  the  Hiver  ia 
all  Keept  Close  in  forts  *,  and  can  get  no  subsistance  from  their  Plan- 
tations :  they  have  made  application  to  us  requesting  to  be  put  under 
Pay  and  Eeceive  Rations,  and  as  we  could  see  no  other  way  to  keep 
the  People  from  flying  &  Leeting  the  Cuntery  be  evacquiated  w^  were 
Oblidged  to  adopt  them  measures  (Requesting  your  Ezcellancy  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  to  enable  us  to  put  them  in  Execution  if 
these  very  Measures  Is  Not  adopted  I  see  no  other  Method  that  can 
secure  the  People  from  giving  up  the  Cuntery,  these  People  while 
they  support  these  frantear  Posts  are  certainly  serving  the  pabliak) 
k  Cartainly  cannot  Continue  Long  so  to  do  unless  supported  by  the 
Publick.  Lieu^  Col.  Charles  Campble  and  fore  other  Persona  ia 
maide  Prisoners  on  the  waters  of  Blackleigs  Creek,  fore  other  men 
kiird  and  scalped  near  the  same  pleace  one  man  kilFd  near  Wallaoei 
fort  on  Cunnomoch,  Eleven  other  Persons  KilFd  and  Sniped  at 
Palmers  fort,  Near  Logonear  amongst  which  ia  Ensign  Woods  at  tha 
Pleace  where  Col.  Campble  was  maid  Prisoner  fore  raskely  Proclama-i 
tions'^  wass  Left  by  the  Savages  from  the  Governor  of  Detroit  R^ 
questing  all  Persons  to  come  to  him,  or  any  other  of  the  Garriapna 
occupied  by  His  Majesties  Troops  and  they  should  Reoeive  Pay  A^ 
Jjodgings  as  they  rank  with  us,  every  Private  Person  for  encourage 
ment  to  have  200  Acres  of  Land,  In  short  there  is  very  few  Days  thera 
is  not  some  murder  committed  on  some  part  of  our  frunteaiA  (if  your 
Ezcellancy  would  Please  to  adopt  our  measures  and  give  the  neeesaary 
orders  for  Putting  them  into  Execution :  I  Hoop  with  Divine  assists 
ance  wo  shall  be  able  to  Hold  the  Cuntery  till  we  are  Enabled  by  tb^ 

*  See  page  402. 
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slofa  Bifeetoal  Meisbnrs  that  b  Oaning  an  Bzpedition  In  tb^ 
Cunterj)  we  have  likewise  Ventured  to  eieot  two  Stockaide  forte  at 
Logenear  &  Hannahs  Town  at  the  Publick  expense,  with  a  Store 
Honse  in  each  to  secure  Both  Publick  and  Private  Property  in,  and 
Be  a  place  of  Retreat  for  the  Suffering  frnntears  In  case  of  needaeaaity 
which  I  flatter  myself  will  meet  with  jour  Ezcellanojs  approbaUon^ 
and  Beigs  Leave  to  subscribe  Myself. 
Your  Excellancys 

most  oblidged  most 

Humb«  Sen^ 

A.  LOGHBT,  Lieat. 
Westmoreland,  j*  4th  Nov',  1777. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellancy  Tho^  Wharton,  jnn*^,  President  of  the  shupraim 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Favoured  by       ) 
Col.  John  Shields,  i 


Wm,  Buchanan  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  4th  Nov.,  1777. 
Sir, 

'  I  am  much  obliged  for  the  Confidence  your  Board  are  pleased  to 
place  in  me,  relative  to  fixing  prices  for  the  supplies  of  the  Army. 
At  present  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  articles  of  Beef,  Pork  and 
Whiskey.  That  of  Grain  will  fall  more  properly  into  the  Quarter 
Master's  or  Forage  Master's  Department.  By  their  Limits  to  the 
Price  of  Wheat  we  must  be  governed  as  to  that  of  Flour,  unless  we 
Can  purchase  cheaper  from  some  of  the  Neighbouring  States,  which 
I  have  good  reason  to  expect  we  may,  so  that  I  have  no  apprehensions 
of  danger  from  that  Quarter. 

Your  liberal  allowancie  for  Pork  is,  I  presume,  made  to  prevent 
ear  falling  short  of  a  proper  supply  thereof.  But  let  me  assure  yoa 
that  the  advices  from  all  the  neighbouring  States  afford  us  no  better 
hopes.  Many  Gent"  from  these  States  concur  in  the  opinion  that  6 
dollars  ought  to  be  the  fixed  price.  Even  at  that,  considering  the 
Bxpcnce  of  salt  and  Barrels,  it  will  be  dearer  than  fresh  Beef,  in  the 
Price  of  which  we  seem  to  agree.  The  next  article  is  Whiskey. 
This,  although  apparently  trifling,  you  will  think  worth  your  notice 
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when  I  awore  you  that  the  yearly  Bxpenoe  for  that  wretohed  atnflf  is 
at  the  preseat  Aitee  ^£200,000  aboye  Che  aocostooied  price  of  it,  be- 
isidee  the  £ffeet  it  has  on  Grain,  Forage  and  Carriage.  The  Profits 
are  unjust  as  they  are  exorbitant  and  center  in  the  hands  of  a  few. 
I  therefore  propose  ooedoUar  ^  Gal.  for  all  good  Whiskey  delivered 
at  Gamp  or  at  any  of  our  Magasines  on  the  East  side  of  Sasquehannah. 
In  these  Prices  I  hope  your  Concurrence  and  would  wish  how  soon 
you  would  favour  me  therewith,  that  I  may  advertise  the  same  for 
Uie  Government  of  all  concerned, 
lam, 
Sir, 

Y'  mo*  obd'  hble  scrvS 

WM.  BUCHANAN,  G.  of  P. 
On  publick  service. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable;  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquure,  In  Council  of 
Safety,  Lancaster. 


Bbnj.  Bittenhouse  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1777. 

To  the  Honerable  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

In  consequence  of  an  order,  obtain'd  by  Mr.  Joseph  Eastbum 
from  the  Council;  Directed  to  Mr.  Peter  Dehaven,  and  myself, 
respecting  the  regulation  of  some  of  the  prices  of  gon  work  desiring 
that  we  exercise  our  Judgment,  and  settle  them  without  givinff  the 
Council  any  farther  trouble.  Mr.  Dehaven  neverthelesa  bein|f 
UDwilliog  to  do  any  thing  in  a  matter  of  this  nature  without  hav- 
ing a  proper  authority  for  it.  At  the  Earnest  request  of  all  the* 
workmen  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  the  Conneil  with  a  list 
of  the  prices  of  a  few  articles ;  which  if  you  see  propper  to  oon-' 
firm  or  make  such  alterations  as  you  judge  necessary,  Mr.  Dehaven' 
will  acquiese  in  it.  By  a  line  please  to  let  him  know  if  the  publick 
is  to  pay  the  expence  of  removing  the  workmens  Families  here.  The 
whole  is  submited  to  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable  bottrd.* 
By. 

Their  Humble  Servant, 

BENJ.  BITTENHOUSE.    ; 
Stocking  a  Musket,  15s  M 

Splicing  a  Stock,       8    9  / 

Dressing  Mounting,  8    9 
Sawing  Stocks,  1    8  each.  , 

Humels  Town,  Noy  5th  1777. 
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OounqiL  OF  Safbiy  to  Wm.  Bvquasj^  1777^ 

In  ConaoU  of  fiwJeijr 

^LanoMler^Nof  5,1777. 
Sir, 

Yowr  letter  dated  yesterday  haa  been  oonaidered  by  a  very  fall 
oouncil,  and  after  matare  deliberation  they  are  of  opinion  that  it 
will  not  be  pnident  to  offer  lesa  than  seven  dollars  ^  hundred  for 
good  Pork — among  other  considerations,  it  appears  to  them  that  there 
is  danger  of  offending  very  many  of  our  best  friends  by  offering  a 
lower  price;  and  as  there  k  too  great  a  probability  of  a  future 
scarcity  of  beef^  which  requires  several  years  to  produce  it,  the  pub- 
lick  is  greatly  interested  m  the  encouragement  given  for  r&ising  of 
pork,  wnich  is  the  growth  of  one  year. 

Inclosed  is  the  resolves  of  the  Council  of  this  day  which  will  alse 
be  enclosed  to  Gen^  Mifflin  &  to  Col.  Biddle. 
Directed^ 

To  Wm.  Buchanan  Esq.,  Commissary  General. 


Council  op  Safety  to  Col.  Biddle,  1777. 

In  Council  Safety,  Lancaster,  Novem'  5, 1777. 
&r, 

your  Letter  of  the  8d  Inst"*"  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive^  and 
iaunediately  laid  the  same  before  Council,  they  will  cheerfully  concur 
with  the  different  Commissary  &  other  officers  who  are  providing 
Profiaions  &  other  neceasarys  for  the  army  in  every  measure  that 
qan  prpmote  the  Service  of  the  Uoited  States.  The  exorbitant  prices 
that  ^vory  speqies  of  Provisions  bath  arisen  to,  is  really  alarming  audi 
calls  for  the  exertions  of  every  virtuous  man,  whether  in  or  out  of  office 
to  reduce ;  otherwise  our  Money,  on  the  Credit  of  which  we  must 
hope  to  keep  an  army  together,  will  be  no  better  than  waste  paper, 
the  difficulty  of  fixing  the  price  of  every  article  in  the  St&te,  and  to 
oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  comply  with  the  regulations  is  too  hazardous 
to  undertake,  the  Council  however  think  that  such  Provisions  &  For- 
rage  as  are  wanted  for  the  army  should  be  kept  within  bounds,  and  that 
less  objection  will  be  made  to  the  price  being  fixed  on  those  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops,  than  if  regulated  for  the  People  at  large  and  being 
in  hopes  that  in  a  little  time  they  may  have  influence  through  the 
whole  State,  have  come  to  the  Resolution  herein  inclosed,  and  hare 
appointed  Commissioners  in  each  County  to  whom  you  can  apply  in 
case  you  find  it  difficult  to  procure  the  articles  required.    Indeed 

*  See  page  799. 
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aiK^tber  re&Bon  that  induced  Oounoil  to  appoint  Oommissioners  is  tfaej 
are  informed  that  some  of  the  Depatj  Quarter  Masters  &  Commis- 
sarys,  have  rendered  the  burthen  very  nneqoal  by  distressing  some 
honest  Whigs,  and  leting  those  not  very  friendly  to  our  cause  escape. 
I  therefore  request  thai  attention  may  be  paid  to  this;  and  as  often 
as  it  can  be  done  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service,  that  thoso 
Gentlemen  may  be  applyed  to,  in  order  to  point  out'  to  you,  &  those 
acting  under  you,  die  places  where  Forrage  can  best  be  spared; 

J^irectedf 

To  Colonel  Biddle. 


Council  op  Safety  to  Col.  Wm,  Bradfobd,  ITTT. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Lancaster,  Nov'  6, 1777 
Sir, 

Yesterday,  and  not  before,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
fitvour  dated  at  Bed  bank  October  the  26th  w«^  t  laid  before  Council 
who  are  mueh  obliged  by  the  contents  of  your  letter,  altho'  they  had 
before  rec'd  the  substance  of  it-— you  will  please  to  continue  your 
information  from  time  to  time  as  opportunity  may  offsr— -any  assist^ 
snee  which  the  Council  can  afford  to  repel  the  common  enemy,  the 
Mavy  board  and  Commodore  may  be  assured  of  receiving  upon  the 
ibst  application— The  severe  check  which  the  enemy  has  already 
leeeived  by  the  bravery  of  our  men  and  good  conduct  of  our  officers, 
will  convince  them  that  they  cannot  efiect  their  purpose  of  enslaving 
Anwiica  so  easily  as  they  gave  the  world  to  understand  they  could, 
it  is  probable  they  will  make  another  attack,  and  I  trust  they  wilt 
veet  with  a  like  repulse,  being  well  informed  that  Oeneral  Washing- 
ton has  sent  a  reinfbroement  of  men,  as  well  for  the  Fort  at  Bm 
Bank  as  for  the  Fleet. 

As  Mr.  Crispin,  the  Commissary  is  with  you  I  doubt  not  of  the 
fleet  receiving  a  regular  supply  of  provisions— with  respect  to  you 
and  the  Navy  board, 

I  remain 

Sir, 
Tour  obedient  Servant. 
Directed^ 
To  Colonel  William  Bradford,  (copy.) 

Vol.  v.— 32 
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Coim<;sL  TO  Statb  Navy  Boa&p,  1777* 

In  Oonnci!,  Ltocwter,  NbvemVer  6th,  177T. 

Sir, 

Thd  fourth  instant  I  had  the  pJeatnre  to  reedTe  jonr  fkroiir  ci 
the  30th  day  of  October  which  I  laid  before  Council  who  are  perfeotly 
convinced  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Navy  Board  will  upon  every 
occasion  render  all  possible  service  to  their  much  injured  distracted 
Country.  The  late  success  of  the  American  arms  under  General 
Gates  as  well  as  the  glorious  defence  made  at  Hed  bank,  and  by  our 
small  fleet  under  Commodore  Hazelwood,  has  put  our  aflfairs  on  a 
much' more  agreeable  footing,  and  I  believe  will  cause  many  an  un- 
happy thought  in  the  minds  of  those  traitors  who  have  basely 
deserted  their  country.  The  uneasiness  which  you  mention  wiU 
pro'bably  arise  between  the  commodore  and  some  others,  I  hope  is, 
or  will  'soon  be  at  an  end,  if  all  differences  between  the  sea  and 
land  officers,  doM  not  subside,  and  harmony  and  good  will  take  place 
I  dread  the  conseqtienees,  they  will  be  fallal  to  our  oanae^  and  par- 
iicalarly  to  this  State.  It  therefore  will  be  highly  oomnModnble  m 
the  Gkntkmen  of  your  Board  to  afibrd  their  ^od  offioes  in  heB&i|^ 
every  breach  and  preventing  animosity  and  nneoor-— Ab  Mr.  Oriapn 
18  now  with  you,  I  make  no  doubt  the  fleet  will  be  regolarly  and  well 
mipplyed  with  provisions  I  have  wrote  him  on  the  snbjeel  and  m 
answer  to  his  request  for  whiskey  for  the  use  of  the  fleet  as  he  eanaot 
procure  ram  I  have  told  him  that  eounoil  will  endtevour  to  pioom 
some  and  send  forward  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Connoil  have  appointed  Mr.  William  0.  Bradford  pay  mssMr 
to  the  fleet  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Webb  who  they  are  informed  ramainM 
HI  the  city— I  beg  my  best  compliments  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
navy  board  and  with  great  respeet  Remain  tbetrs  and  your 
Most  obedient 

and  very 

hum.  Servant 
THOMAS  WHAKTON,  jun'r  prea*. 
Directed, 

To  Joseph  Blewer,  Esq.,  Chairman  State  Navy  Board. 


GOUNOIL  TO   COMMODOBB   HaZBLWOCTD,   1777. 

In  Gonnoily  Lanoaster,  November  6th,  1777# 

Sir, 

,  I  dul J  received  your  letter  dated  tbe  twenty  ninth  day  of  Ootohet* 
trhich  I  laid  before  council,  who  entertain  the  highest  sense  of  th6 
eonduct  and  brarery  of  both  oflicers  and  men  of  your  fleet ;  and  have 
bo  doubt  that  the  same  laudable  Spirit  and  resolution  will  influence 
their  conduct  upon  future  occasions.  The  enemy  I  am  convinced  by 
this  time  find  themselves  greatly  mistaken,  and  that  the  task  of  en** 
slaving  Ameriea  is  much  more  aifficult  than  they  affected  to  believe, 
t^he  conduct  of  some  of  your  officers  and  men  in  deserting  you,  in  a 
tame  of  danger  is  in&mous  indeed,  but  I  hope  that  practice  is  now 
at  an  end,  and  that  those  who  remain  are  actuated  by  a  more  noble  ' 
Jnineiple.  I  riiould  instantly  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  have 
written  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  on  the'  subject  of 
Supplving  your  fleet  with  men,  but  am  weU  informed  thait  a  con- 
nderable  reinforcement  was  on  their  march  and  would  probably  arrive 
at  Red  bank  on  Sunday  last,  the  importance  of  defending  the  river 
and  preventing  the  enemy's  Fleet  passing  the  Chevaux  De  Frize,  is 
80  obvious  to  his  Excellency,  that  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  he 
oomply'd  with  your  request  as  soon  as  it  was  in  his  newer ;  I  will 
however  hint  it  to  him  in  my  next  letter.  I  am  pimed  tfa^  com- 
miasary  is  with  you,  that  the  fleet  may  receive  regular  and  proper 
Supplys.     In  his  letter  to  counoil  he  requests  they  would  send  a 

Quantity  of  whiskey  as  he  found  a  difficulty  in  procuring  that  or  rnm, 
kis  shall  be  complyed  with  as  soon  as  it  can  be  procured. 
Council  have  appointed  Mr.  William  C.  Bradford  nay-master  to 
the  fleet  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Webb  who  I  am  informed  remained  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

I  am  with  my  best  compliments 

to  yoaraelf  and  officers 

Sir, 
Tour  very  humble  Servant 

To  OOttfttocbte  Haaelwood. 

^  jSee  page  721. 
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OOUNOIL  TO  OOLONBIi  BOTO,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Noyember  6, 1777. 

Council  is  very  desirous  that  eyery  possible  effort  be  made  to  re« 
•over  the  fines  &  substitute  money,  as  the  vast  sums  of  the  pabliek 
money  which  has  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  of 
hireing  of  substitutes,  remaining  uncollected  so  long,  is  not  only 
running  a  risk  of  losing  considerable  sums,  but  is  extremely  incon- 
venient in  many  other  respects,  and  it  keeps  the  treasury  ao  nearly 
exhausted  as  to  be  very  mischievous  in  its  consequences.  To  remove 
the  difficulties  which  have  been  complained  of,  as  preventing  the 
speedy  exeootion  of  this  business,  the  Council  of  Safety  has  passed 
the  enclosed  Ordinance,  which  will  enable  you  to  do  something  effec- 
tual in  the  case.  It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  forward  one  to  the 
Lieutenants  &  to  each  of  the  sub  Lieutenants,  lest  they  may  not 
have  received  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 
Directed^ 
To  Ool»  Boyd. 


Council  to  William  Crispin,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  November  6th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  dated  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  which 
I  laid  before  Council,  they  are  pleased  that  the  fleet  have  now  a 
sufficient  and  regular  supply  of  provisions,  which  they  had  some 
reason  to  believe  was  not  the  case  for  some  time  past. 

William  Buchanan,  Esq',  Commissary  Oeneral  of  purchases,  baa 
or  will  fix  the  prices  of  beef,  pork  and  whiskey  for  the  army  ^  and 
will  give  directions  to  all  the  deputy  commissaries  not  to  exceed  those 
prices,  he  requests  that  thoee  who  buy  for  this  state  may  conform 
thereto,  and  this  coancil  desires  you  will  attend  to  it  as  well  as  to 
such  prices  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Quarter  Master  Oeneral, 
for  wheat  or  flour.  Letters  have  passed  between  those  Gkntlemeii 
and  Council  on  this  subject  and  their  opinion  as  to  prices  are  nearly 
the  same.  The  following  is  what  Council  think  shoald  not  be  ex- 
ezoeeded,  via..  Wheat  8s.  6d.  ^  bushell.  Rye  8s.  6d.,  Indian  Com 
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^.  6d.,  Beef  10  dollars  ^  hundred,  8inkiog  what  Is  called  Ike  iftk 
quarter,  which  will  redace  it  to  eight  dollars ;  pork  seveik  dOllarSi 
whiskey  Ss.  6d.,  full  proof,  host  firat  crop  of  haj  £7.  10s.  ^  Ton, 
iKoond  crop  £6.  Mr.  Buchanan  is  of  opinion  that  7s.  6d.  ^  GalioQ 
is  enough  for  Whiskey  and  six  dollars  for  pork,  whether  our  raasons 
will  induce  him  to  allow  the  prioes  we  have  fixed,  I  donH  kaowi  but 
it  will  at  anjirate  be  yery  soon  determined. 

.  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  salt  both  beef  and  pork  for  the 
use  of  the  navy,  especially  as  there  is  salt  at  the  salt  works  belonging 
to  this  state.  Mr.  Bordon  will  be  a  very  suitable  person  to  have  it 
put  up,  and  to  whom  Council  will  write  on  the  subject.  Cur  Treasuxy 
IS  almost  exhausted,  so  that  for  the  present  it  is  out  of  my  power  to 
send  yon  the  whole  sum  you  require.  If  a  good  opportunity  offers, 
in  a  day  or  two,  shall  send  you  two  or  threo  thousand  poutfdS|  and 
a  further  sum  as  soon  as  the  chest  is  replenished.  Council  purposes 
to  send  a  careful,  prudent  person  to  the  salt  works,  to  send  forward 
to  this  state  what  salt  is  already  made,  to  be  distributed  thro'  the  same; 
and  therefore  I  hope  and  expect  that  Mr.  Savage  has  a  considerable 
quantity  made,  and  will  exert  himself  all  in  his  power  to  serve  the 
publick,  who  expect  great  matters  from  the  large  sum  of  money  al- 
ready expended.  Your  supplying  him  if  ith  threo  hundred  pounds  was 
well.  I  shall  attend  to  your  request  for  whiskey,  and  it  is  probable 
that  some  may  be  procured  here^  if  it  can^  I  wUl  send  you  down  a 
few  hogsheads. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant. 
*  Directed  J 

To  William  Crispin,  Esq'. 


John  Morris,  Jun.,  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Nov.  6th,  1777.  * 
Sir, 

The  late  Assembly  of  this  State,  in  December  last,  directed  Mr. 
Parr,  the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls  for  the  state  &  Recorder  of  Deeds 
for  the  City  &  County  of  Philadelphia,  to  remove  the  Reoords  in  his 
Possession  to  this  Borough.  Here  they  have  remained  ever  since  in 
a  lower  Room  in  the  House  of  Geo.  Ross,  Esq'.  But  Mr.  Ross  has 
long  since  Informed  me  that  it  is  extremely  inoonrenient  for  them  to 
remain  there  any  longer  &  has  much  Importuned  me  to  remove  then 
to  some  other  place.  I  have  accordingly  searched  diligently  &  hftVA 
aow  an  opportunity  of  liiring  two  Rooms  on  an  upper  Floor  in  the 
House  of  Mr.  Lyon,  Tallow  Chandler,  near  the  Market  Houaaw    Bn^ 
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^ottBidlriif  tbe  tery  grefti  ImportMiM  of  th«w  BaoeH^  wHh  i 
jko  Ihe  pubUo^  aa  perhaps  nine  tenths  of  the  gcKKl  people  of  thig  state 
/Me  Intereflted  id  their  pieeervatiaB,  I  mnat  raqjiest  the  favoor  of 
g<mx  BajrooUeoej'a  &  the  Counoira  ad?ioe  with  respeet  to  the  pnK> 
jNoetj  .<^  the  proposed  plaee  of  liteoiio?aL 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Bxeellene/a  most  obed*  ft 

Most  hble  Servant, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jon. 
To  His  BxosUeoojy  Thomas  Whartbn,  Eb^%  Lanosster. 


Jamsb  BoTrm  vo  Prbbidsiit  Wharton,  1777. 

Pennsjl^  Slate  Salt  works  New  Jeney, 
Norember,  y*  ^  1777. 
Wr, 

I  bays  the  Honor  of  addfessiog  myself  to  yon  in  regard  of  the 
Petatebmont  of  soldiers  belonging  to  Col.  Stewarts  Regiment :  and 
under  my  command,  at  the  Pensylvania  salt  works.  The  soldiers 
belonged  to  Col.  Attlees  Reig^,  and  are  still  Prisoners,  they  look 
vpon  themselves  to  be  free  from  the  service  of  the  state,  which  they 
first  Inlisted  in  and  likewise  from  Col.  Stewarts  Rei^  the  first  day 
of  Jannary  ensuing,  which  was  agreeable  to  their  InlistlQent  fot 
two  years,  and  at  that  day,  they  are  all  determined  to  march  in  a 
^  body,  to  Head  quarters  to  get  their  discharge,  which  then  will  leave 
the  works,  unguarded,  unless  you  Honor  thinks  meet  to  have 
another  Detafcbment  agreeable  to  the  Act  passed  by  the  Honorable 
the  assemble  of  this  state,  exempting  a  number  of  men  for  the  usOi 
and  as  ffoards,  for  the  works  of  which  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to 
take  utider  considerations,  as  likewise  the  arms  &  amnnition  that  I 
have  down  here,  whether  I  shall  detain  them,  or  let  the  men  march 
with  them,  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  in  regard  of 
the  same. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  Honors 

most  Humble  Serv*; 

JAMES  SUTTER. 
N.  B.    The  moat  of  the  army,  and  all  the  amunition,  belong?  to 
jthe  State. 

To  The  Hon***  Tho.  Wharton  Jr.,  President  of  the  Ho»^>«  Cooa« 
«tt  4)f  the  State  of  Pensylvwiia, 
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W!icOftBo,Nor7,1777. 

la  consequence  of  a  Reference  from  Congress  &  in  obedience  to 
tl^eir  Resolution  of  the  IStli  of  October,  Uit'o  I  haye  it  in  direction 
(o  inform  you  that  the  Board  haye  tak^n  into  their  oonsideratiou 
your  Ezcenencj's  Letter  of  the  8d  Inst  in  ifhich  joa  mention  that 
»  list  of  the  Clothing  wanted  in  the  Continental  Army  hi^  been 
laid  before  the  CouncU. 

I  It  is  with  Pleasure  the  Board  hear  that  Commissaries  hay^  been 
appointed  by  the  Council  in  the  several  Counties  of  your  Bt^te  for 
tne  purpose  of  collecting  Blanketts,  Shoes  &  Stookinffs  for  the  use  of 
the  Army,  tho'  it  is  to  be  wish'd  their  Commision  had  V^en  tporer 
eztensiye  than  what  you  mention  it  to  be.         « 

It  waa  not  the  opinion  either  of  Congress  or  the  board  that  the 
Collection  of  these  Articles  should  be.  confined  merely  to  iuch  o/lJte 
dissaffected^^^ €u couldpossibly  spare  them"  !Fhe  Wants  of  the  Army 
are  so  great,  and  the  importannce  of  their  being  enabled  by  season- 
able Supplies  of  Blanketts  to  keep  the  Field  so  eyident  ^h^t  ib^ 
Board  fondly  hoped  the  well  affected  of  all  classes  would  havd 
eheerfully  contributed  such  Articles  ^'cu  they  could  have  postihly 
tpartd"  ft  that  t)ie  Powers  of  Govemmant  wooM  haye  compelled 
the  disaffected  to  furnish  the .  neeesaarief  wanted,  as  they  ^ar» 
essential  to  the  Existence  of  the  Armjr,  without  paying  a  moro 
acrupulous  Attention  to  their  Comforts  than  these  infatuated 
Wretches  haye  Shewn  to  the  Lives  and  Liberties  of  the  Loyal 
Citizens  of  these  States.  It  is  the  Sentiment  of  the  Board  that 
these  Persons,  whom  continued  Lenity  has  not  been  able  to 
reclaim,  t^nd  m^ny  of  them  have  comfortable  Houses  &  Fires 
to  make  up  for  the  Deficiency  of  Articles  taken  from  them, 
Should  be  left  bare  of  Shoes  and  Blankets,  rather  than  that  thd 
Continental  Army^  wbich  is  the  grand  Bulwark  of  the  Liberties  of 
an  ertensiye  Continent,  and  now  actually  engaged  in  the  Defence  o^ 
this  State,  Should  sink  under  the  Rigours  and  Indemenoy  of  a  Win« 
ter  Campaign,  for  the  want  of  Articles  which  ar»in  the  Possession 
of  persons  who  triumph  in  their  Misery,  &  the  public  Calamities. 

The  Board  are  sensible  that  your  Ercellenoj  ft  the  Honorable 

g'ouncil  will  approve  of  the  Candor  with  which  they  deliyer  theif 
entiments  on  this  interesting  subject  when  they  assure  you  that 
these  sentiments  are  founded  not  only  upon  the  Duty  they  oWe  td 
the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  but  on  the  anxious  zeal  they  possess 
for  the  Recovery  of  your  Metropolis  before  the  Enemy  are  able  to 
render  themselves  Masters  of  the  Water  Defences  ft  to  secure  them* 
selves  80  strongly  as  to  render  their  Expulsion  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  injpracticable  during  the  Winter  ft  this  great  End  cannot  be 
effected  should  the  Arm^  thro'  the  want  of  Necessaries  be  reduced  to 
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the  nebeflfifty  of  reUfeing  esrly  into  Winter  Qoartenu  Oenerd 
WashiDgtoQ  in  %  very  late  Letter  to  Oongress  has  ezpreesed  liia 
stiODg  apprehenskme  on  this  head  &  the  Board  are  therefore  oon- 
strained  again  to  repeat  their  warmest  SoUidtations  that  yovr  Sx« 
cellenoy  &  the  honorable  Oonndl  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  CoUeo- 
tioDS  of  Shoes  &  Blanketts  as  eztensiye  &  expeditions  as  possible. 

Before  the  Conclusion  of  this  Letter  the  Board  beg  Leave  to 
inform  your  Ezcellenoy  &  the  Honorable  the  Coanoil  that  the 
Desertions  from  the  Continental  Army  have  of  late  been  con- 
siderable &  that  there  is  too  much  Reason  to  think  that  many  of 
them  are-  harboured  by  the  dissaffected  &  interested  in  your  State, 
The  Board  have  therefore  to  request  that  the  Hon''^*  Connml  will  be 
pleased  to  adopt  such  Begulations  with  respect  to  the  securing  & 
forwarding  to  the  Army  all  Deserters  therefrom  as  they  shall  deem 
most  effectual  for  the  Purpose, 
.   I  have  the  HonoAo  be 

with  great  Bespect 

your  very  obed* 

humble  Serv^ 

EICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 
I>irec(eJ, 

On  publio  Service, 

To  His  Szeellenoy  Thomas  Wharton  Jr.,  Bsq%  Presidoit  of  tka 
Council  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 


Council  to  Gen.  Pottkk,  177T. 

Lancaster,  7th  November,  1777. 
Sir, 

-  Council  find  a  difficulty  of  paying  the  Militia  of  Northumberl'd 
for  want  of  a  pay-master.  On  consulting  some  Gentlemen  of  the 
County,  it  is  thought  best  to  refer  to  yon  for  a  nomination,  some  of 
the  classes  now  014  are  on  the  frontier,  others  with  you. 

Col.  Clarke  will  explain  to  you  how  pleasing  accounts  are  from 
Cumberland,  as  to  the  Militia  From  York,  the  Lieu^  wrote  ns  some 
weeks  since  that  he  had  broken  the  knot,  w^^  opposed  his  exertiont. 
Col.  Hunter  writes  that  he  will  get  the  men  but  can  expect  to  send 
down  few  arms.  Some  musquets  will  be  furnished  as  they  pass, 
but  far  from  enough.  It  is  reasonable  to  think  there  must  be  many 
arms  at  Camp  at  this  time.  To  secure  these  would  be  an  useful  pre* 
caution.  Here  the  most  strenuous  endeavors  are  nsing.  Two  or  three 
Convictions  of  Constables  yesterday  for  refusing,  to  give  in  lists,  will 
bave  their  use.  One  is  fined  £45,  the  others,  £30  each.  Berks' we 
dare  say  will  not  be  behind.  Colonel  Morgan  has  been  successfol 
•heretofore.    Bucks,  &  the  two  other  old  Counties^  are  less  under 
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notice  here.    Bat  there  is  good  ressoti  to  think  a  rery  oonsiderable 
mimber  .will  be  in  motion  in  8  or  10  dajs.    The  rout  of  the  Militia, 
who  take  Lancaster  in  their  way  ehonld  be  settled  in  time^  some  direc- 
tion  on  this  point  is  desirable.    Y'  Letter  written  about  the  27tK 
of  Oct',  without  date,  came  to  band,  ft  deserves  thanks.  Bo  so  good 
as  to  give  a  line  or  two  when  leisure  permits.    We  have  reason  to 
expect  there  are  near  five  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  Northampton 
now  in  the  Camp,  two  other  classes  are  ordered. 
I  am. 
Sir, 
y  very  obed*  Serv*, 
Gen«  Potter. 


Council  to  Mbssrs  John  Harris  &  Robert  Elbbr, 
Pbxtano,  1777. 

Lanc'r,  8th  Nov,  1777 
Gent. 

Council  have  seen  a  letter  dated  the  19th  Sept,  last  from  Mr. , 
Harris  to  Wm.  Henry,  i^^quire,  by  w«^  it  appears  yon  have  stopped 
a  quantity  of  salt,  as  in  improper  hands,  your  attention  k  leal  for 
the  public  Interest  is  very  laudable  at  a  time  when  too  many  shocked 
&  enfeebled  by  the  local  circumstances  of  this  State,  &  its  Capita], 
overlook  the  decisive  strokes  given  the  enemy  elsewhere,  are  dis- 
concerted. But  it  will  perhaps  be  proper;  that  you  should  consider 
matters  in  a  larger  view  than  you  appear  to  have  done^  you  must  see 
that  the  disaffected  are  numerous,  &  men  disposed  to  act  in  the  direct 
service  much  taken  up,  and  not'to  be  spared  for  other  purposes.  The 
Tories  may  be  made  serviceable  in  many  respects,  &  to  a  very  great 
degree.  Interest  will  dispose  them  to  plow  &  raise  com ;  to  fatten 
Cattle  ft  other  beasts;  to  make  leather;  &  so  on,  others  among  them 
induced  by  gain,  have  set  up  Salt  works;  Ventured  their  substaneo 
at  Sea,  &  in  various  other  modes  indirectly  &  undesignedly  promoted 
our  affairs.  If  then  they  carry  on  any  business,  that  may  be  event- 
ually advantageous,  in  Gods  name,  let  them  go  on.  The  country  it 
appears  are  very  slow  in  finding  the  way  to  numerous  Salt  works  on 
the  sea  side.  Should  we  stop  the  disaffected  among  others  from 
going,  salt  will  cease  coming,  &  the  Country  suffer  beyond  what  it 
has  already  done,  on  the  other  hand,  a  free  Trade  &  the  great  profits 
made  by  the  manufacturers  &  dealers  in  salt,  which  is  likely  in  a 
short  time  to  be  produced  in  vast  quantities,  will  gradually  but  cer- 
tainly lower  the  prices.  The  Regulations  heretofore  made  concerning 
the  price  of  salt,  have  certainly  increased  the  scarcity  *  for  this  article 

32* 
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Jbeipg  not  of  oar  o\rn  pn^oco,  the  regalatiouB  coald  operate  onlj  on 
yfl\tit  wag  aoipally  within  the  state. 

Torieg  it  is  trae  do  not  merit  the  privileges  of  Citixens;  bni  good 
po^oy  does  not  perhaps  call  us  farther,  than  the  length  of  the  Act  of 
Assembly,  which  only  incapacitates  from  buyUig  &  selling  lands,  not 
gppds.  It  is  but  to  stick  by  the  words  of  Laws,  &  not  ffive  ground 
for  imputations  of  Tyranny.  These  people  doubtless  £rive  many 
unmerited  advantages  from  their  baseness^  but  let  u^  take  all  the 
good  we  can  out  of  them.  They  may  be  partial  as  dealers,  yet  their 
attention  to  their  own  lucre,  Supplies  the  uountry,  &  in  this  article  of 
salt,  it  is  plain  they  will  in  the  end  do  good. ' 

Council  therefore  hope,  that  you,  Oentleipen  upon  further  con- 
sideration, will  think  it  bost  to  let  the  salt  pass  into  the  Country,  as 
the  possessors  shall  see  best.  They  can  have  no  temptation  to  cany 
it  to  the  Enemy.  This  paroell  wiU  supply  a  number  of  the  settlers 
Induced  by  pront  &  Secure  of  finishing  their  schemes  under  the  public 
protection,  these  dealers  will  introduce  larger  Quantities,  ft  forward 
the  point  aimed  at;  thp  reljief  of  t^e  Country.  Induced  by  profit, 
these  dealers  will  send  for  a  further  Quantity.  Could  the  farmers  be 
persuaded  to  send  agents  to  the  sea  shore  to  secure  salt,  ft  then  drive 
down  their  wsggons  to  the  Jersey  ft  Delaware  shores,  as  some  have 
done,  they  might  obtain  it,  at  comparatively  moderate  rates,  ft  du- 
appuint  these  unconscionable  Huzters,  thus  they  would  presently  . 
loiter  the  price  of  this  necessary  article  ft  relieve  the  .Countiy  beyond 
mny  oU^er  practicable  method. 

iSbould  any  persons  within  this  State  buy  up  .salt  or  other  goods 
within  this  State,  they  will  fall  within  the  ordinance  just  made  against 
Engrossing.  iBy  this  they  may  be  regularly  corrected  ft  punished. 
Like  praotioes  in  Marylaud  or  elsewhere  without  our  stiite  our  Laws 
oau  uot  well  reaoh  to. 

Cooldi  ftoL| 

DirecteJf 
To  John  Harris,  ft  Bob'  Elder. 


E,  Gbrby  to  Prbsimnt  Whartoh,  1777. 

York,  in  Pennsylvania,  Nov  8,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  following  books  are  much  wanted  by  some  Gentlemen  of 
Congress,  ft  are  not  to  be  procured  in  this  place;  if  they  are  to  be 
found  in  y*  Pennsylvania  Library,  which  we  are  informed  is  removed 
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by  order  of  yoar  Ezoellency  to  Labcaater^  I  shall  be  mnoh  obliged 
to  you  icft  y*  loan  thereof  beiogi 
With  respect 

your  Szoellenoeys 

very  ham.  Serv* 

E.  QVBSSr. 
Yatfteirs  Law  of  Nations,  Grotios,  Poffendorf. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  ThQmas  IPTharton^  Esq.;  Lancaster. 


Got.  James  Potter  to  Pkksident  Whaetok,  1777. 

Head  Quartezs  at  Mr.  Garrets^  Nov  8,tb,  1777. 
Sir, 

This  moment  yonr  fayonr  to  Colonels  Cheney  and  OrmaoWj  was 
handed  me  wherein  yon  have  directed  them  to  take  my  advioe  with 
respect  to  the  imftaediate  raising  0/  three  or  fonr  Troops  of  Light 
Horse.  IJQ  the  first  place  I  woud  beg  leave  to  observe  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Conncil  that  if  the  most  expeditions  measures  were  pursued 
those  Troops  cou'd  not  be  raised  and  equipped  fit  for  service  before 
the  expiration  of  this  campaign,  and  consequently  eou'd  not  be  of 
that  service  for  which  they  were  intended,  at  present  I  have  Yolnn- 
teers  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Country  &  anawer  every  purpose 
of  Dragoons.  If  it  should  be  necessary  His  Excellency  Gen^  Wash- 
ington will  ^send  me  any  number  I  may  have  occasion  for— ShouM 
we  end  the  Campaign  gloriously  ^twiH  save  us  an  expense  if  not^  they 
may  be  raised  in  the  Spring,  in  time  to  be  of  service,  these  are  my 
reasons  for  discouraging  the  raiding  those  Troops  whieh  I  soj^mit  to 
you  and  Council  for  consideration. 
And  am 

respectfully 

Tour  most  obed^ 

JAS.  POTTER. 
J)ireeted, 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  jun'^  Esq.;  Prerident  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Express. 


756  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777. 

Board  op  Wab  to  Prbsideitt  Whabton,  1777. 

War  Offiee^  Nov  8th,  1777, 
Sir, 

I  am  dirdcted  to  inform  yon  that  the  Board  have  taken  into  their 
consideration  jonr  Letter  relatiye  to  the  abuses  alledged  to  be  com- 
mitted in  the  Quarter  Master  General's  Department,  &  particubriy 
the  charges  made  agunst  OoL  Hooper  &  Col.  Biddle  &  they  are  of 
opinion  that  an  immediate  enquiry  should  be  made  into  matters 
wherein  the  publio  Interest  is  so  materially  conoemed.  I  am  to  re- 
quest your  Excellency  will  please  to  &vour  the  Board 'with  the 
Evidence  on  which  these  charges  are  founded  &  espedally  the  Tes- 
timony against  Col.  Hooper,  which  they  wish  to  have  at  an  early 
Day  as  he^  in  consequence  of  the  Charge  against  him  being  trans- 
mitted to  General  Mifflin,  has  attended  the  Board  &  called  upon  than 
for  an  Enquiry  into  his  conduct.  The  Board  will  considflff  iriiat  is 
to  be  done  in  the  case  of  Col.  Dnykinok.* 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Bespect 

your  very  obed't  Serv* 

BIGHABD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 

JXrected 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  Prendent  of  the 
Oonncil  of  Safety  of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 


Col,  Mobgak  to  PRESiDBisfT  Whabton,  1777. 

Beading,  Nov'  9th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  Beoeived  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  24th  of  October,  and 
have  sent  orders  to  the*  Different  Officers  in  the  County  to  call  out 
the  Militia  of  the  5  &  6  Classes  of  the  Several  Companies  to  Come 
in  and  to  procure  all  the  Arms  Accoutrements  and  Bbinkets  that 
ibey  could  find  in  their  Several  Districts  the  men  have  pretty  gener- 
ally tumM  out  and  come  to  Beading,  but  have  procured  but  veiy 
few  Arms  Accoutrements  or  Blankets,  and  are  unwilling  to  go  to 
Camp  without  them.  I  expect  we  shall  arm  and  Accouter  2  or  3 
Companies  to  morrow  and  send  to  Camp  but  what  we  shall  do  for 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XT,  p.  865. 
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atma  for  the  rest  of  the  oompanies  that  are  here  and  are  eomeing  in 
I  know  not.  There  are  now  in  oamp  2  Classes  which  have  taken  np 
the.  greatest  part  of  onr  arms,  &o.y  we  bad  in  store.  The  Bearer 
Ool.  Valentine  Bokert  will  inform  year  Bxoellenoj  more  particularly 
how  onr  affiurs  stand.  Please  to  send  yonr  commands  by  him. 
lam 
yonr  Ezcellenoy's 

most  Humble  Serv* 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 
Directed, 
To  his  Exeelleney  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r  President, 


Dan'l  Bobbrpbau  to  Council,  1777* 

York  Town,  Nov  JkPth  1777. 
Sir, 

A  Committee  of  Congress  haye  occasion  of  the  under  mentioned 
Law  Books,  which  one  of  them  sais  were  in  the  Library  belonging  to 
the  State  in  Philada.,  therefore  I  am  denred  to  apply  to  you  for  the 
immediate  Loan  of  them,  and  that  they  may  be  sent  by  express,  if 
a  good  opportunity  does  not  yery  soon  offer.  If  the  books  of  the 
State  were  not  brought  to  Lancaster  you  are  requested  to  borrow  these 
books  of  some  Gentlemen  there  and  forward  them, 
lam 

Yery  respectfully 

Sir, 

y'  most  ob«  hum*  Serrt 

DANIEL  BOBEKDEAU.* 
Vattell,  Pnfibndorf,  Qrotins. 
IHrected, 

His  EzoellenoT  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth'  of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by     ) 
Mr.  Adams.  ) 

*  See  a  letter  of  similar  import  on  p.  754. 
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CouNcoi  TO  Gbo.  Jloss,  D.  Q.  M.,  J777. 

Lancaster,  Nov'  10th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Gonneil  desire' that  you  will  immediately  provide  quarters  fw 
the  Militia  of  this  State  now  in  this  Borough,  as  they  conceive  it  is 
your  duty  to  do ;  but  if  yqu  have  any  orders  which  forbid  your  oom- 
plis^oe  herewith^  the  Council  ^'cquest  you  to  inform  them  of  such 
orders — No  delay  ought  to  be  made  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  while  the 
people  are  exposed  to  the  unclemency  of  the  weather. 
I  Md  wiiih 

great  respect 

jour  very 

humble  servant 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'j. 
DirecUd,  ^ 
'    To  Georgi  Bossi  B.  Q.  M. 


John  Harris  "to  CauNciL,  1777. 

Paxton,  Novem'  10th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yours  I  Rec'd,  dated  the  8th  Inst,  &  observe  the  Contents,  the 
salt  you  mention  is  long  since  gone  to  N"tbnm^l^  Qo'^Jt  1  admire 
that  Fry  a  known  Enemy  to  our  cause  (by  his  past  conduct)  shoud 
presume  to  make  hii;nself  or  his  connections  so  busy  in  Reporting 
that  I  seized  a  large  Q'ty  of  salt  &  Detained  it  &o.,  I  now  inform  you 
that  (3oL  Jas.  Bu^s  Son  a  prisoner  &  Major  Taken  at  Long  Isleand 
in  our  service  told  me  that  he  had  heard  €korgii  Fry  &  SfOn'l  Wal- 
lace had  a  large  Q'ty  of  Salt  in  partnership  Taken  at  or  nearihe  head 
of  Elk  by  the  Enemv,  I  told  him  I  did  not  believe  it  unless  it  was  a 
iuaneuvre  of  theirs  designing  it  might  fall  into  their  hands  as  s*  Fry 
&  Wallace  were  (suspected  Tories)  s'  Wallace  did  also  inform  me 
that  he  had  some  time  agoe  purchased  400  bushels  of  salt  at  or  near 
the  head  of  Elk  &  that  Mathias  Hough  of  Lancas'  had  Bo*  an  equal 
Q'ty  ab^  same  time  at  £5.  Os.  Od.  ^  Bushel,  Wallace  b*  his  salt  was 
to  come  to  Middletown  in  order  for  transportation  up  the  Susque- 
hanna, &o.,  and  .that  he  wou'd  let  his  neighbours  have  it  at  ab*  the 
prime  cost,  I  much  commended  him  for  his  public  spirit,  &c«,  but 
Sir,  George  Fry  did  sell  some  of  the  s"*  Wallaces  salt  its  supposef  at 
Middletown  at  the  modest  sum  of  Ten  Pounds  ^  Bushel,  14  or  £15 
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%l  Bushel  is  |V*  at  Luicm'  for^aU  latterly  its  ^,  &  if  Hr.  El^er  had 
no*  yiaitod  the  Middletown  atores  to  see  the  Qty  of  salt,  there  I  Mieve 
little  or  none  wou'd  ever  gone  np  to  N'thamberhuid  Co'ty  of  it  Mr. 
Slider  only  oidei'd  G.  Fry's  Gkrk  to  tell  Fry  his  master  or  employer 
io  take  proper  oare  of  aU  the  affors*  salt  BelongiDg  to  Wallaee  Ai 
oAher  parens  vp  the  Eiver  &  not  to  sell  it  hot  to  let  the  proper  ofraer^ 
have  it,  informing  him  when  it  went  away,  &o.  The  j9elliQg  ^It  pt 
10  or  lp£.Oi.M.,  ^  Bushel  mostly  by  Tories,  Ac.,  is  jRpt  looked  m 
as  takioff  advantage  of  the  times  hnt  a  Reasonable  profit,  sa^t  manj 
years  sold  here  at  &  abt  5s.  0^.  ^  Bushel  the  owners  p'  something 
for  it  besides  the  carryage,  &c.,'the  men  that  has  made  most  by  the  pre- 
sent Distressed  people  are  in  my  opinion  Enemys  to  this  State  in 
General.  I  am  oblidged  to  yon  for  y  letter  ft  hopes  to  act  the  part 
of  a  good  subject  to  this  State,  let  the  Consequence  be  what  it  may^ 
J  aoquiace  with  yon  that  good  use  of  the  Tories  may  be  made  in  many 
respects  but  I  think  many  of  them  will  escape  the  halter  that  deserve^ 
it  by  their  actions,  I  haye  lately  Taken  up  many  of  them,  has  some 
now  in  custody,  they  had  better  let  myself  &  character  alone,  as  I 
haye  Beign'd  &  Ruled  over  them  for  the  time  past^  &  will  whilst  I 
cau; 

I  remain  Sir 

with  the  greatest 

-Respects  yonr  moat 

Obed^  Humble  Servant 

JOHN  HARRIS, 
p.  S.  I  doni  wapt  GoUol  ;BuTd9  Sous  name  mentioned  as  It  was 
acoidentAl  conversation  between  us,  but  as  the  seizure  of  the  Midclleh 
town  salt  has  made  so  much  nobe  I  chuse  to  give  yon  a  little  acco* 
of  it.  Fry  ran  away  like  a  guilty  wretch  when  myself  Coll.  Elder  ft 
Joshua  Elder,  Esq.^  ft  others  arrived  in  town  Imagining  wee  wai^tfecl 
to  visit  himself;  j&c* 

Sir  y"  &c. 

J.  H. 


Robert  Morris  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Lancaster,  November  11th,  1777. 
Gent% 

It  is  now  three  years  since  I  have  devoted  nearly  the  whole  of  my 
time  to  the  publiok  service,  and  have  almost  entirely  neglected  my 
own  afiairs,  which  being  very  extensive  at  that  period  have  conse- 
quently run  into  a  good  deal  of  confusion  and  as  the  circumstances  of 
my  Partner  arc  so  very  different  from  my  own  I  have  concluded  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Copartnership  ft  wind  up  the  business  of  the 
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Hoiue,  yoQ  rnvBt  be  tenrible  this  will  require  the  oomimuid  of  a  good 
deal  of  time  and  I  am  therefore  under  a  neoessity  of  reqneetiiig  jonr 
leave  of  absence  as  a  Delegate  in  Congress  for  this  State  for  Six 
Months,  bat  at  all  times  I  shall  most  oheerfnllj  give  saoh  attendance 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  of  the  Public  bnsinees  heretofora 
under  my  oare  from  suffering  and  indeed  I  propose  to  adjuat  some 
of  the  Publiok  aoconnts  that  cannot  be  done  whilst  my  attention  ia 
engaged  in  the  House.  I  have  the  honour  to  remain  with  the  greatest 
respecty 

Your  Honours, 

Most  obed't  hble  Serv^, 

BOBT.  MOBBIS. 
Dirtctedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun^  Esq^  Preside  &  the 
Honble  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  ov  Safbtt  to  Bobei^  Mobbis,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Nov.  11, 1777. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Council  of  Safety  your  Letter  of  this  Date^ 
and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Counoil  are  folly 
sensible  of  the  Importance  of  your  Services  as  well  as  the  Juatioe  of 
your  present  Bequest 

I  am  therefore  ordered  to  acquaint  you  that  this  Commonwealth 
will  dispense  with  your  personal  attendance  in  Congress  for  8iz 
Months ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  also  to  acquaint  you  that  as  often 
as  the  other  engagements  mentioned  in  your  application  will  admit 
&  the  Necessity  of  publick  affairs,  with  which  you  have  been  more 
immediately  connected  may  require,  you  will  give  your  attendance. 

lam  Sir. 
Directed. 

To  the  Hon.  Bobt.  Morris^  Esq. 
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OoiTNoii.  10  Colonel  J.  Moeqak,  1777. 

In  Goaneil^  Laneaster^  Noremb^r  11, 1777* 

Sir, 

I  reo'd  joar  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  which  I  laid  before  Council| 
who  are  highly  pleased  to  find  that  jour  Militia  turn  out  generallji 
this  will  encourage  others,  and  I  hope  very  shortly  to  find  that  there 
is  a  sufficient  number  at  Camp  to  enable  his  Excels,  Qenl.  Washing- 
ton,  to  reduce  Genl.  Howe  to  submit  to  the  same  or  worse  terms  than 
Oenl.  Bargoyne  has.  I  am  perfectly  well  convinced  of  the  alteilr 
tion  which  you  and  the  sub  Lieatsnanta  have  paid  to  this  matter ; 
it  is  nevertheless  necessary  that  you  should  not  abate  in  your  zeal,  bnt 
oontinne  your  utmost  exertions.  Arms  &  accoutrements  I  do  expect 
you  will  recive  at  Gamp,  and  therefore  you  must  not  admit  any  delay 
of  the  Militia  on  that  account.  -  The  want  of  blankets,  at  this  season 
especiallY,  is  very  distressing,  but  how  to  remedy  this  evil  imme- 
diately I  know  not.  The  Council  has  passed  an  ordinance*  empow- 
ering sundrv  Commissions  to  collect  arms  &  accoutrements,  shoes, 
Btookings,  blankets,  &o.,  but  this  I  am  afnid  will  not  answer  your 
purpose,  and  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  advise,  it  is  however  th^ 
opinion  of  council  that  if  nothing  better  can  be  done  you  must  appoint 
aome  prudent,  discreet,  officers  &  men,  in  different  parties,  and  send 
forward  to  collect  from  snch  of  the  inhabitants  as  have  not  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  or  who  have  aided  or  assisted  the  enemy,  as  many 
blankets  as  you  have  oecasion  for,  giving  a  certificate  for  the  aame 
lilireeted  to  yon,  or  to  one  of  the  sab  LientP  who  are  to  pay  for  the 
aame,  at  the  rate  allowed  in  the  enclosed  order.  The  officer  to  leav« 
the  blanket  so  procured  with  Qeu^  Armstrong,  or  the  Commanding 
officer  of  onr  Militia,  takin|^  his  receipt  for  tfs  same ;  these  can  be 
made  vse  of  by  the  anooeeding  militia.  This  method  Oonneil  would 
not  adopt  if  they  could  be  collected  in  a  more  eligible  way.  And  mnfll 
reeomraend  to  yon  to  appoint  none  bnt  anoh  on  whoae  prndettee,  so* 
brietj  ft  good  conduct  yon  can  entirely  depend  on.- 

T.  W 
J)irecUdf 
To  Ool*  Morgan. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XI^?.  880. 
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Council  to  CoMMissioisrEBd  ov  Lanoasteb  Co.,  1777. 

Laaoaster,  Nov.  11, 1777. 
Gentiemen, 

nl^  (r^t  ipipQrt|A0e  of  theentlosed  order  will  require  the  imme- 
mediftte  exertion  of  every  possible  means  to  ezecnte  it  in  the  mge( 
extensive  manner  and  especially  in  proonrin;  blanketa  &  shqea.    The 
teason  will  admit  of  no  delay. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Yoor  very  humblo  servant, 

T.  MATLAOK,  Seo^ 

To  Commiss*  of  Lancaster,  Berks.  Ctimberlancl.  NorthamptoD. 
Phihid.  ^  ^ 


iiUSUT^NANT  BlM.  HmsriKK  TO  pBl^filBBNT  WHABTOIijf,  1777, 

Fort  Ajogosta,  11th  Nor,  1777. 

gin 

Tl^is  diy  ibeie  is  the  third  k  fourth  Glasses  of  three  BatUlicMtf  of 
Ibis  Oonnty  Militia  marohes  to  joine  the  army  under  bia  Itoeellwaey 
€kncfml  Washington,  nnder  the  command  of  Gol'  James  tfqmy, 
the  two  OhflBei  of  OoV  Oookson  Long's  Battalion  I  have  ordered  to 
do  dnty  on  the  Frontien,  as  the  first  Olaas  of  this  eonnty,  thai  WM 
commanded  by  CoL  John  Kelly,  has  come  off  from  thenoe,  after 
ierving  there  two  months,  and  to  ineonraga  the  poor  eoatered  Inhabi* 
tents  to  Betnrn  back  to  their  habitations  ^gain  indneed  me  to  do  tUa, 
whieh  I  hope  will  be  aproved  of  by  Oonn^. 

The  Militia  that  marehes  now  is  badly  of  for  Blankets  and  as^evale 
gosi  without  any  and  bat  thinly  eloathed  otherwise,  wUdi  ebowa 
their  attachment  to  the  American  canse,  thoogh  poor  yet  bcftve  an4 
can  be  depended  nppon  fot  their  integrity.  The  first  Olaas  that  di4 
Daty  up  at  the  Bald  Eagle  lookes  to  me  for  their  pay,  as  now  Iheir 
two  months  is  oat  and  they  are  come  home  with  the  loss  of  two  men 
Drounded  on  their  way  Down  the  River.  If  its  agreeable  to  yon  to 
send  me  about  three  Thousand  Dollars  as  I  was  obliged  to  advance 
a  Good  sum  for  those  now  on  their  march. 
I  am  Sir,  your  most 

Obed'  Humb-  Serv*, 

SAM.  HUNTER. 
DireeUdf 

To  His  Bxcelency,  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Ezeootive 
Oonnoil,  Lancaster. 
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Thomas  Savadgb  to  President  Wharton,  17TT. 

Pennsylvania  Saltworks,  Novem*  11%  1777. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  yea  have  a  Copy  of  an  Aol  of  ABsembly  of  this  S^te 
of  New  Jersey,  for  exempting  the  men  employed  here  from  duty  ii^ 
the  Militia  nnder  certain  restrictions;  the  ooppy  Inclosed  is  not 
authenticated  by  the  Secretary,  bat  have  ordered  M'  Daniel  OriggSi 
thfi  bearer  heieof^  to  eall  on  James  Mott,  Esq%  one  of  the  Bieabers 
of  Assembly^  for  one,  which  I  daubl  not  bat  ha  will  funiah  joil 
with. 

The  men  raised  nnder  this  Act,  in  my  Humble  Opinion,  must  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  manager  of  the  Works,  and  contracted 
with  in  a  peculiar  manner  for  t^at  purpose  as  the  will  be  wanted  at 
different  Occupations  to  compleat  dnd  carry  on  the  works,  therefore 
it  will  be  necQsaary  aome  person  be  appointed  to  eng^  and  enrole 
toch  persons  as  are  necessary-^whioh  at  present  oagbt  to  consist  of 
pix  Carpenters,  one  Smith,  one  Bricklayer,  one  Wheebrigh^  ihroa 
Garters,  six  Wood  Gatters,  six  sober  Laboaring  men  to  attend  the 
making  salt,  two  officers  under  the  manager  as  assistants,  as  the 
Vmrks  must  go  nifffat  and  day,  one  must  ne  always  on  duty  that 
Bothing  be  imbeBekd,  if  they  are  to  do  duty  as  gards  and  keep 
eantrys  out,  the  number  must  be  double  all  but  the  offiosM,  but  in 
my  Humble  Opinion  it  will  be  better  the  gaids  consist  of  Soldiers 
and  inlisted  for  that  purpose,  because  so  great  a  ohaufle  of  men  in 
the  Works  will  be  liable  to  such  inoonveniencee  as  will  render  the 
Works  of  little  service  and  bring  the  person  who  carries  them  on  in 
disgrace,  a  part  of  which  I  have  already  experienced ;  having  several 
meets  ago  some  pans  ceady  to  begin  to  work,  the  first  man  I  en- 
tnialed  to  boil  them  damaged  them  so  ranch  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  make  them  fitt  for  work  untill  to  day ;  and  now  have  searoe 
a  man  I  can*  depend  upon,  neither  can  I  hire  one  for  money  in 
this  part  of  the  State  that  can  be  depended  on ;  there  must  be  twe 
Teams  Bought  k  sent  down  here  to  take  the  salt  away  and  directions 
where  to  send  it  to. 

I  have  agreed  with  James  Mott,  Esq*  for  %  part  of  his  place  coa- 
taiaiog  fourteen  hundred  acres  for  whioh  I  am  to  give  three  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  in  continental  money,  there  being  a  mortgage 
on  the  i^aoe,  have  sent  M'  Daniel  Griggs  for  the  money  with  w£oa 
you  may  entrust  it  very  safely,  should  have  come  myself  but  the 
distance  is  so  great  that  it  would  take  me  too  long  &  as  every 
thing  must  stand  still  whilst  away  and  what  few  ^ople  I  have 
would  be  gou. 

Oap^  Sutter's  people^a  time  will  be  up  the  first  of  Jaanary  next, 
t^fe.ia  fnr  or  none  of  them  will  answer  mh  b^ing  auMtly  vary 
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ordinarj  fellows  and  will  not  woric  steady,  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  thej  leave  their  arms  and  amaiiition  here  or  not. 
I  am  Sir, 
Your  Hononis  Most  Obedient 
Humble  servant^ 

OLEOMAS  SATADGB. 

PS.  Please  to  send  by  H*  Griggs  the  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  it  is  to  be  oonyeyed  in  tnist. 

Direded^ 

To  The  Honb>«  Tho*  Whtrton,  Jar.,  Fkerident  of  the  Hoiib^ 
Covnoil  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


No.    1. 

Act  of  Nbw  JBBSBt  to  Encourage  MAKraa  of  Salt,  1777. 

An  Act  to  Enconrage  the  making  of  Salt  at  the  Pennsylvanis  Salt 
Works  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Whereas  the  Supreme  Ezecatiye  Coonoil  of  the  State  of  Pena* 
BYlvania  have  in  behalf  of  the  said  State  Ereoted  a  set  of  W(niu  te 
the  making  of  Salt  near  Toms  Ri?er  in  the  Connty  of  Moomoath  in 
this  State,  by  the  Name  of  the  Pennsjlyuiia  Salt  Works,  and  have 
made  Application  to  the  Legislature  to  have  saeh  Men  as  they  shall 
Employ  at  the  said  Works  (not  being  Inhabitants  of  this  State) 
Exempted  from  the  Duties  £2njoined  by  the  sereral  Acts  of  this 
State  for  Begnlating  the  Militia. 

Be  it  therefore  Enacted  by  the  Council  and  Goneral  Assembly  of 
this  State,  and  It  is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  same 
that  it  Shall  and  May  be  Lawful  for  Thomas  Savage  the  Present 
Manager  of  the  said  Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  and  for  the  Manager  of 
the  said  Works  for  the  time  being  to  Oause  to  be  enrolled  any 
number  of  men  that  may  be  necessary  to  be  Employed  in  and  about 
the  Said  ^orks  and  to  Cause  a  Copy  or  Copies  of  sudi  EnioUmettt 
4o  be  delivered  to  the  Captain  or  Captains  of  the  Militia  in  whose 
District  or  Districts  such  men  shall  be  Empbyed  and  whenever  any 
of  the  men  so  enrolled  shall  Leave  the  sud  Works  or  be  dis- 
missed by  the  said  Thomas  Savage,  or  the  Manager  of  the  Said 
Works  for  the  Time  Being,  Others  may*foe  enrolled  as  aforsMkid  to 
vupply  Their  Places,  and  notice  thereof  given  to  the  Captain  or 
Oaptains  as  aforesaid,  IVovided  alwavs  that  the  men  so  Shirolled  be 
Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  not  Subjeots  to  the 
Militia  Laws  of  this  State  at  the  Ume  of  such  ^Enrollment  and  be 
iiona  fide  Enployod  in  and  About  the  Said  Salt  Works  awl  that  thej 
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be  gmk^vlv  «s  shall  Yolanterilj  Gonsenft  thereto,  ftad  Shall  Sim 
SQch  Enrollment  under  the  Command  of  Such  Officers  as  shall  be 
Nominated  by  the  said  Exeoutiye  Council  of  Pennsylvania  and  Co&h> 
mWoiied  by  the  OoTersor  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  tii« 
Men  so  Enrolled  shall  be  famished  and  Equipped  by  the  Said  Thomaa 
SayagOi  <Hr  the  Manager  of  the  said  Salt  Works  for  the  time  Beings 
With  Arms  Ammunition  and  Aoooutrements  according  to  the  direo^ 
tions  of  the  Aot  entitled  an  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  Miliiiai 
which  Arms  Ammunition  and  AocontrementSi  when  not  in  actual 
Service^  shall  be  lodged  in  a  Magazine  or  Magaaines  to  be  Kept  aft 
or  Near  the  said  Salt  Works,  under  the  Care  and  Direction  of  the 
Manager  of  the  Said  works  for  the  time  Being,  to  be  used  as  occasion 
May  Sequire ;  and  that  the  Men  so  Enrolled  shall  be  disciplined  in 
Arms  by  being  regularly  Mustered  and  exercised  under  the  Direction 
of  the  Officers  so  to  be  Appointed  and  Commissioned  as  afore  said 
at  least  as  frequently  as  by  the  said  Aot  for  better  reflating  the 
Militia  is  Required  and  Directed  for  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  this 
State,  under  the  same  fines  and  forfeitures  for  Negleet  (and  to  be 
recovered  and  applied  in  the  same  Manner)  as  such  men  would  have 
been  subject  to,  for  not  attending  Muster  according  to  the  Directions 
of  the  said  Recited  act,  if  This  act  had  not  been  made,  but  shall  not 
be  called  away  from  the  Said  Works  on  Musters  or  Reveiws,  nor  be 
Galled  into  actual  service  as  Militia  other  than  by  the  Direction  ai 
the  Manager  of  the  said  Salt  Works  for  the  time  Being  or  the 
Officers  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  appointed  and  Commissioned,  for  the 
immediate  Protection  and  Defence  of  the  said  Works,  or  on  an  invar 
aioa  or  Alarm  in  the  Neighbourhood  thereof. 

Council  Chamber,  Oo*  7, 1777. 

This  Bill  having  been  three  times  read  in  Council;  Resolved  that 
the  same  Do  pass. 

By  order  of  the  House. 

JOHN  STEVENS,  V.  Pres*. 

House  of  Assembly,  Oc*  6, 1777. 

This  Bill  having  been  three  times  Read  in  the  House  of  Repre* 
aentatives;  Resolv^  that  the  same  Do  Pass, 
By  order  of  the  House. 

JOHN  HART,  Speaker,    j 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 
JONA  DEARE, 

Clerk  of  th^  Assembly,  State  of  New  Jersey. 
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LiETJt.  WiLtUM  Coats  to  Prks.  Whart^  ITfT- 

I  embrace  the  opperionity  by  Oo>  Demti  to  inform  yraihiii  I 
4iad  Aonmir  of  reeeiviog  yoar  ok-d^t-s  of  the  "284  t>f  OotoJMr,  oiMer- 
4iig  oat  two  Otesfies  more  of  the  Milifeus  wbioh  by  order  wag  tbe  7* 
&  8*^  QhiuM',  before  I  left  LaDOMCer  I  waited  on  your  Msoellaief 
to  know  if  yott  had  any  orders  coneeafMiig  the  Mali^^  sod  if  joa 
Mooket  yon  gave  me,  a  kind  of  Pisoretiottary  powtrs  to  act  agreeaUi 
M  thiofft  might  turn  np  in  Conseqnenee  thereof  I  invited  the  Leinti 
of  Backs  County  to  Confer  together  the  result  of  which  was  to  eatl 
«mt  tbe  three  remaining  Olaaees  and  to  hire  no  more  snbstitiitea  thta 
to  fix  the  Bom  on  Dilinqnents  to  be  recoTer'd.  One  of  our  naaont 
#9r  eating  oat  the  three  remaining  Olamei  was  that  it  Is  likely  by 
the  time  ^ere  time  would  ezphre  the  Gampain  would  probably  lie 
bt  an  end  and  we  was  Besireons  that  thcQr  all  sbonld  be  on  a  fkttiag 
as  w«  are  in  hopes  an  alteration  in  the  Militia  law  will  take  plaoe  at 
the  flSKt  meeting  of  the  Aftgembley  we  had  sent  our  orders  before 
we  reeeivid  yonr'S)  and  was  happy  to  find  we  bad  done  every  thing 
agreeable  to  the  Oommands,  we  afierwards  reoeiv'd,  I  have  jnst 
nftumed  from  Smithfield  where  I  have  been  futhfolly  empioy'd 
Ibr  Bight  days,  in  taming  out  the  three  Classes  of  the  3d  Battalion, 
and  last  wensday  march'd  one  good  Company  oat  of  the  whole  la 
head  Quarters,  wbioh  is  full  as  much  as  I  expected  to  do,  as  the 
enemy  every  Day  or  two  are  making  excartions  eifffat  or  ten  miles 
into  the  Country  Distresiog  the  Inhabitants  which  has  stnick  each 
a  Panick  amoung  them,  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  them  to  start 
Co^  Kirkbride  and  myself  intend  seting  of  for  bead  Quaitera  to 
morrow,  to  arrange  the  Militia  as  they  arrive,  and  when  done  shall  • 
famish  the  Conncill  with  a  Return  of  the  Number  of  men  from 
jMich  County.  I  have  sent  Co^  Dewees  to  yon  for  two  thoosand 
Bolhirs  more,  as  next  week  the  4^  &  5^^  Classes  time  is  up,  aad  we 
shall  have  the  Substitutes  to  pay  of  wbioh  will  amount  to  a  large 
some  as  they  have  been  engaged  at  100  Dollars  each.  Last  wensday 
mdrning  a  heavy  fireing  began  down  the  river,  am  sorry  rt  is  not  my 
power  to  send  you  the  account  of  the  perticuler's  of  that  day,  moore 
than  that,  Co^  Kirkbride  see  a  person  at  Newtown  who  had  seen 
t^Q  Ckntleman  on  their  way  to  Camp,  who  informed  that  the  Bnemy 
had  Croa'd  the  river  with  three  thousand  men  to  attack  the  fort  at 
Redbank,  that  a  Body  of  our  men  came  on  ihem  in  the  rear  at  the 
time  of  their  nmkeiog  the  Attack  on  the  fort,  and  had  intiroly 
touted  them,  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  send  you  the  above  as  a 
Certainty  than  as  a  Report. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  remain 

your  Excellency's       ^ 
Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  Lieu*- 

BeU  Vcw;  November  7th;    1777 


Oftxap  fit  WhiteittMrflb^  NdY^nbelr  12ih^  1777. 

'  I  tTfeeied  ytm  would  liftve  re<$eiv'(3  ih«  fon;goinff  befUre  tfai?,  bttt 
T>o^  I>e#e^  inidd  of  it  till  jester  day,  since  wnTch  1  haTO  been  aii<l 
am  now  at  esmp,  where  all  (ifae  men  we  can  Muster  are  comeing  in^ 
ttirce  my  eom^ing  here  Chenisriil  Aribstron]^  has  mrtn  me  orders  t6 
raise  two  Company's  of  Artilery  ont  of  those  of  the  City  that  ar6 
now  Dncharg'd  which  I  am  now  doing,  and  when  done  wfll  fkll 
short  of  the  number  of  Sabstitntes  that  shoald  be  ingaged  fot  the 
fhree  Classes  that  are  now  Call'd  out  A)r  the  County,  the  reasoh  (X 
•bis  Ordering  me  to  act  as  above  are  that  the  City  Leiut  Cannot  ciaR 
tipon  his  People  at  this  time,  and  if  the  men  are  ttot  ingaged  thd 
Srigade  will  be  obliged  to  give  up  their  pieces  of  Artillery,  which 
is  a  thing  the  General  cant  think  of,  and  I  hope  my  acting  agreable 
to  the  General's  Orders  will  be  approy'd  of  by  the  Council!  and  to 
enable  me  to  fulfill  my  Ingagements^  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be 
so  good  tt  to  dispatdt  Col^  Dewees  *with  the  money  sent  for,  there 
it  nothing  new  at  Camp  more  thep  the  Beinforcement  from  Gett* 
^tes  of  6000,  is  expected  will  be  here  to-morrow  Co>  Morj^U  and 
his  men  has  been  here  this  two  days  I  shall  be  ghtd  if  I  am  whanted 
to  attend  the  House  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  by  the  return  of 
Co*  Dewees,  our  Enemys,  to  the  Constitution  here  say  that  we  Cant 
make  a  House,  and  that  we  have  given  up  the  Constitution. 
I  remain  your  Ercellencys 

.  Most  Obedient 

Humble  6ervant| 

W^.  COATS,  Leu*. 

His  Excellency  Thonnan  Whsrt<m  Jmp  Esq',  PreaMMt  of  th^ 

S«))i«me  Ekecutive  Council  for  ^e  State  of  Pennsylviniiu  ' 

^  Favour  of) 

Cb*  Dewees.      )  '[ 


Ri>.  MoG^LSSTBE  TO  Pus'x  Whabtok^  177T« 

Hanover,  Nov  12*»,  1777. 
Bify 

Yotir  Excelency  Menchened  in  y  Last  Letter  to  nie  that  if  the 
4<^  &  &^  Classes  dident  turn  out  pritey  Generally  then  the  other  2 
Class  should  be  sent  forth  ii^so. 

These  2  Classes  have  turned  out  Past  Expectation,  som  parts  the 
Olssamade  up  a  Company,  but  for  the  Gnitcst  Part  I  threw  two 
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ClMMi  iofteUier  where  they  were  like  to  be  email  Compeneje,  and 
made  one  large  one  &  made  the  ofeaers  cast  Iota  who  should  goo. 

Bat  in  the  whole  I  beleve  aboat  one  half  or  aom  better  ia  cod  in 
those  two  Classes  perhaps  3  parte  in  4,  the  Grate  Number  ofQan- 
keiSy  Mananeat  &  Dunkers  in  this  Countj  ooationa  the  Compaiieja 
to  be  so  hard  to  be  filled  up,  the  others  in  the  uper  end  of  the 
County  which  is  mosUy  Irish  People  and  Low  Dutch  goes  Prettey 
Generall ;  the  People  Complain  much  of  beinff  hurryed  oiit  in  aaeb 
Orate  Numbers  as  they  say.  Indeed  maney  will  not  beleTe  it  is  the 
orders  of  Council  but  mv  own  doinffs;  However  I  shall  comply  «^ 
my  orders  as  far  as  Poaable;  &  should  be  slad  to  know  if  the  other 
two  Class  is  to  have  orders  to  maroh|  which  shall  be  don  Imeditlj. 
I  have  purchesed  all  the  ffood  arms  I  could  git  sinoe  I  Bec^  y'  oiden^ 
&  put  tbem  into  the  hands  of  good  men,  there  one  arms  &  blankets 
appraised  &o.  So  many  scrupolis  people  as  we  have  ooation  muoh 
hiring  and  deter  the  busiess  much, 
lam, 
Y'  Excellencies  Most  obt  s* 

RD  M'CALESTER. 
Direcledj 

To  His  Ezelency  Thomas  Wharton^  £sq%  President  of  the  £xe« 
Council,  Lancaster. 


Wm.  ShIPPBN,  ESQ.y  BiRBCTOR  GENERAL^  TO  CONGRBSB,  1777. 

Bethlehem  Novem'  12, 1777. 
^<  The  pressing  necessity  of  the  Hospitals  which  begin  to  feel  the 
<<  Effects  of  cold  &  dirt  ((  foretold  in  my  huit  to  the  Medical  Com- 
«  mittee)  call  on  me  to  address  you  in  a  serious  manner  and  wge 
<^  you  to  fumiah  us  with  an  immediate  supply  of  doaihiog,  so  abao- 
'Mutely  roQuisite  for  the  very  existence  of  the  sick  now  in  the 
<<  greatest  aistress  in  the  Hospitals,  &  indispensablv  neceaaarj  to 
<<  enable  many^  who  are  now  well,  &  detained  solely  rar  the  wuil  of 
^  Gloathingy  to  return  to  the  field." 


General  James  Potter  to  President  Wharton,  1777, 

Sit, 

I  Edoeived  your  exeelanoey's  favour  of  the  seventh  of  thia  Timtant 
wherein  you  have  been  please  to  desier  me  to  Recommead  a  man 
for  paymaster  to  Northumberland  County.  The  Bearer,  M'  ThomH 
Jurdan,  Is  reputed  an  honest  man  and  I  think  will  answer  lor  pay- 
master if  you  see  cause  to  appoint  him. 

As  for  news  I  have  not  much.    Yesterday  there  cama  vp  o«r 
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Bivcr  38  Mil  of  the  enemy's  shipsy  irhti  number  of  troops  were  on 
Board  is  a  saoret  (0  me.  I  went  Co  Ghister  in  the  evening  bat  ooald 
not  lam,  there  has  been  Tcry  have  firioff  thb  three  days  pasty  the 
first  day  th^  did  no  damage  to  the  works  or  any'  man.  I  pray  .do 
the  other  two  may  be  like  the  first.  I  have  Inteliganoe  almost  every 
day  from  the  city.  How  is  the  best  whig  maker  in  the  United 
States^  he  has  09pyarted  many  from  the  Evell  of  their  ways  and 
turned  them  us^  their  Guntrey.  Distress  and  want  is  lizely  to 
abound  in  the  City,  I  am  told  the  poor  would  have  sufiered  before 
this  time  if  General  Washington  had  not  alowed  them  to  get  flour  at 
the  Fraakford  mills.  Friend  How  is  not  a  parshal  man.  He  nsos 
Whig  and  Torey  aliek,  which  b  the  best  thing  I  can  say  of  him. 

The  friends  to  Government  lent  friend  How  one  Hundred  Thousand 
poundsi  I  believe  by  this  time  he  would  not  refuse  security  if  offered. 
The  enemy  have  maid  two  Acting  Battereys^  they  are  maid  on  a  bad 
Construction  and  sink  so  deep  in  the  water  that  they  will  do  us  little 
damige,  I  hope,  I  have  this  minit  Beceived  an  Account  of  two  Brigg 
and  one  sloop  of  the  enemy  geting  past  our  fort  last  night  into  the 
Schulkill  and  unloading  at  the  lowest  ferry^  they  came  up  between 
the  fort  and  Provanoe  Island^  in  the  night,  they  Brought  up  Before 
in  Boots  the  same  way.  My  men  brought  in  this  day  five  British 
soldiers  prisoners,  we  each  them  nappio.  Some  times  firing  has  been 
havey  this  day,  but  we  stand  it  as  yet  I  have  Treyed  this  day  to 
get  one  to  go  to  Bidbank  this  nieht,  and  to  morrow  I  hope  I  will  get 
ad  aceount  from  there,  I  have  rust  received  a  letter  from  George 
Beed,  Esqr ,  president  of  the  Delawor  state.  Informing  me  that 
there  Militia  has  seased  a  number  of  people  that  were  supplying  the 


enemvs  shipping  with  fresh  provisions  and  vegitables  and  destroyed 
six  of  their  Vessels  in  Duck  Greek.  Three  weeks  ago  I  advised  the 
Takinff  and  Keeping  Provanoe  Island  and  Carpanters  if  this  had  been 
dun,  vend  How  would  been  Hungrey  by  this  time,  now  it  will  not 
be  Kasey  To  take  these  Islands^  tho  it  appears  to  me  that  som  thing 
must  be  dun. 

I  am  with  Esteem  your 

Excelanceys  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant 

JAB  POTTBB. 
Camp  at  M'  Lewes,  Nov  12%  1777. 

We  have  it  reported  that  on  Wedanesday  last  our  people  sank  a 
sixty  four  gun  ship.  On  Monday  last  our  people  took  12  light 
horseand  some  feet  prisoners;  I  have  often  been  told  the  Soldiers  in 
the  City  have  been  hard  to  ^say  often  that  they  looked  on  them- 
selves as  our  prisoners,  and  one  cUty  one  of  there  Sentanls  Told  Majo* 
Xalersow. 

Direcied.^On  public  service,  His  Eidelanoey  Thomas  Wbukm, 
Esqr.,  Lancaster.  ^ 

^  Favour  of  Mr.  Tho*  Jurson. 
Vol.  v.— 83 
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Dan*l  Robbbdbau  &  W.  Clingan  toPres.  Whamoh,  1777. 

York  Town,  Not'  13"»  1777. 
Sir, 

GoDgr^  have  referred  the  iDclosed  petition  to  the  Gotincil  of 
this  State,  together  with  which  we  were  desired  to  furnish  a  more 

Sartioolar  account  of  the  Petitioner,  Parson  BateWeil's  state  of  health 
;c.,  aocordingly  we  have  just  visited  him,  and  found  him  a  prisoner 
in  a  private  house  much  emaciated,  and  afflicted  with  Rhumatio 
pains  in  his  Knees,  which  incapacitates  him  for  walking,  but  confessed 
he  was  much  better  than  while  he  was  in  prison. 

He  •ffers  his  parole  as  well  aa  Bail  if  he  is  allowed  to  go  to  his 
former  place  of  abode  in  this  County,  twenty  one  miles  distant  from 
hence,  or  permitted  to  take  the  fresh  air,  and  exercise  here,  for  the 
recovery  <d  his  health,  w^^  we  are  of  opinion  may  effect  it.  Ha 
requests  a  speedy  result  of  your  Hon^'*  Board  that  he  may  sell  or 
remov'e  his  effects  and  three  children  now  at  the  above  place,  a  glebe 
belonging  to  the  Church,  as  he  cannot  afford  to  keep  two  fiimilies. 
The  papers  belonging  to  M'  Batwell  taken  with  his  person  were 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  McClane  in  this  Town,  who  applied  to 
one  of  us  to  know  how  they  should  be  disposed  of,  which  was  moved 
to  Congress,  but  they  would  eive  no  orders  concerning  them,  there- 
fore they  wait  your  commands,  and  are  as  yet  undisclosed,  except 
two  letters  of  no  great  importance  communicated  to  one  of  us«^ 

We  have  the  happiness  to  inform  the  state  that  Confideration  haa 
this  Evening  passed  Congress,  but  have  it  not  in  our  power  as  yet  to 
communicate  it,  as  the  several  articles  tho'  agreed  to  are  not  arranged 
in  the  order  they  are  to  appear,  which  we  hope  will  be  effected  -to- 
morrow, as  they  are  committed  for  that  purpose,  and  to  have  it  in 
our  power  very  soon  to  lay  them  before  the  State,  therefore  we 
ardently  wish  a  full  representation  of  the  State  may  be  convened  to 
receive  them,  and  that  a  Determination  upon  them  may  be  speedily,  as 
the  ratification  in  our  opinion  is  of  infinite  importance  to  the  Inde- 
pendance  of  America. 

We  are  respectfully, 
Sir; 

Y'  most  ob* 

Very  hum*  Serv**, 

WM.  CLINGAN, 

DANIEL  ROBERDKAU. 

Direciedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Oommonweallh  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 

*  A  copy  of  the  confederation  was  reoM  by  Counoil  on  Deo.  1st.  See  CoL 
Eec.  Vol.  XI.,  p  879, 
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Warrai^t  for  pRBssiNa  Waggons,  17T7. 

Ib  Oonneil  of  Safety,  Lanoaster,  NovemWr  13, 1777. 

.    Pesn'sa,  m. 

To  the  Oonstable  of  the  township  of 

Whereas  the  moet  pressing  application  is  made  to  ns  for  a  large 
number  of  waggons  for  the  immediate  sapply  of  the  Continental  army. 
Yon  are  therefore  required  &  commanded  forthwith  to  supply  from 
the  township  of  by  impressing  or  otherwise  good 

waggons  with  a  driver  and  four  horses  to  each  sufficiently  furnished. 
These  to  be  at  Lancaster  on  or  before  Tuesday  the  eighteenth  day  of 
November  instant,  under  the  direction  of  Major  George  Ross  deputy 
Quarter  Master  General.  And  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  call  to 
your  aid,  if  necessary,  the  militia.     Hereof  fail  not 

G.  B. 


Matthew  Irwin  to  Council,  1777. 

Lancaster,  18th  November,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Underneath  you  have  a  sketch  of  the  mode  in  which  I  have  regu- 
lated the  Quarter  Master  Department  of  this  State,  if  it  sho'd  be 
agreeable,  request  you  will  acquaint  me  thereof,  or  if  your  honours 
sho'd  think  any  alterations  necessary  you  will  please  point  them  out 
&  I  shall  immediately  comply  therewith. 
Jam 

your  bonon 

'  mo0l  obd't  Senr^ 

MATTH'W  mWIN. 
J^treciedf 

To  The  Honourable  The  Ezecutivo  Council  of  this  State. 

Ist  I  have  appointed  James  Gummina  Q'  M'  t^t  Geft>  Irwbi'» 
Brigade. 

2d.  Edw<  Hillne  .Q'  M'  for  Gen'  Potters  Brigade. 

8d.  I  have  appointed  a  Forage  Master  for  each  Brigade,  who  ii 
vnder  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Brigade  q'  masters. 

4th.  1  have  agreed  with  General  Mifflin,  that  his  quarter  maatera 
ahall  pay  for  the  Waggons  employed  by  the  Militia,  at  the  same  rate 


allowed  by  CongreB3,  upon  produoing  a  certificate  signed  by  tfae 
quarter  master  of  the  Brigade  in  which  the  Waggons  weraemployed. 

5th.  I  have  agreed  with  Oen^  Mifflin  that  hig  Forage  Master 
Gen^  shall  pay  for  the  Forage  naed  by  the  Militia,  upon  a  certificate 
bei9g  produm  signed  bj  tfae  mUitia  Forage  Masters  &  quarter 
masters. 

6th.  The  Brigade  quarter  masters  haye  hitherto  acted  as  Gommis- 
sarys  of  military  Stores,  which  they  are  williBg  to  continue  lo  do, 

Srovided  they  are  allowed  majors  pay  &  Rations  for  acting  in  both 
epartm^,  which  I  think  they  deserve^  they  are  now  allowed  the  pay 
&  Bations  of  a  Cap^"*. 


Gbk,  Roberdeau  to  Prbb't  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Nov'  14th,  1777. 
D'Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  punctuality  «nd  care  and  acknowlec^  the 
receipt  of  the  Books  five  in  number,  of  which  care  shall  be  taken. 
You  mention  nothing  of  any  agreement  with  the  express,  or  wheiber 
paid  or  not,  he  charges  2  ^  days  at  sbc  Dollars*^  day,  it  may  be  right^ 
although  very  high,  for  these  reasons  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer  the 
matter  to  you  and  beg  you  will  pay  the  Bearer,  which  shall  be  reim- 
bursed on  the  first  notice,  for  besides  the  above  at  this  instant, 
business  is  so  pressing  and  important  I  cant  attend  to  it^  wbioh  is  also 
.my  apology  for  breaking  off  so  abruptly, 
I  am  xespectfiilly 

P'Sir 
y  v»y  ob*  friend  &  Serv* 

DAN'L  ROBEEDEAXr. 

P.  S.  I  have  two  Books  in  ihe  bands  of  Mr.  James  Reed,  one  of 
w^  Ovid  I  have  not  the  same  occasion  of  as  when  I  wrote  for  it,  and 
as  thesa  books  weie  spased  as  a  favour  perhaps  it  will  suit  Mr.  Reed 
to  'keep  Ofid,  otherwise  I  beg  to  rely  on  your  punctuality  for  sending 
it  fonmd  to  mQ  ^  firat  good  private  hand  w*"  the  Virgil,  if  my  neg^ 
ligent  fiiend  Od.  Baym  has  not  done  it,  prey  forward  me  ^e 
l^ipMi^lofKloee. 

Directed^ 

.  IJmotby  Matlock;  Bag.;  Secretary  Lanoaater. 
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Baston,  201,  203,  208.    Of  Plugg/s- 
-    ■      ---  *  ■    jtVir- 


town  commit  hostilities  against  T  ^ 

finia,  258i  200,  280,  818.  Delaware, 
13.  Alarms  and  murders  In  West- 
moreland Co.,  344,  443,  540,  599. 
Letters,  Gen.  Hand,  448, 541.  Capt. 
John  Miner,  444.  Capt  John  Kill- 
back,  444.  Cnpt.  Samuel  Me^on, 
445^  D.  Keisberger,  447.  Morgan 
Jones,  448.  Wm.  Cross,  449.  John 
Corbley,  449.  James  Chew,  449. 
Near  Fort  Avavsta,  Oil.  JtMib 
Chillaway,  718.  Condition  of  fron- 
tiers, 787.  Murders  and  alann  on 
frontiers,  741. 

Ingersoll,  Jared,  502.  OounoU  Uk  him 
to  remain  in  oxty,  508. 

Instructions  to  Henry  Ftshef,  42. 
Capt.  Boyd,  48.  From  Oouneils, 
(rolunteers),  119.  Circular,  129. 
For  recruidng,  209.  To  Commeidore 
Seymour,  288.  For  surrey  of  Dela- 
ware and  shore,  441.  To  Capt.  John 
Hunn,  450.  Lieutenants  of  Cos., 
458.  To  escort  of  prisoner^  in 
Ifasonic  Lodce,  007,  601K  To  Com. 
Hazetwt)od,  037.  To  Mr.  BudiisAn, 
711.    Letter,  771. 

Irvine,  CoL  Wm.,  172,  820. 

Irwine,  Capt,  enters  contiaonial  ser- 
vice, 89. 

Irwin,  Matthew,  oommissary,  OOT.  Qr. 
Master,  013.    Letter,  771. 

Irwine,  Brig.  Gen.,  letter  to,  102,  584. 


Johnson,  Got.  of  Maryland,  complaint 

against  Capt  Nicholson  for  contempt^ 

828. 
Johnston,-  Col.  Francis,  letter,  125, 172. 
Johnston,  Genl,  of  Maryland,  195. 
Jones,  Morgan,  448. 
Joy,    Daniel,    Letters,  02,   121,  179, 

proves  cannon,  62,  121. 
July    4th,   celebration,   lUuminatlony 

and  preeautloBS,  411. 
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K«nt  Oo.»  DeL,  letter  from  Coanoil  of, 
retolationi^  79.  Procure  m1(  from 
Philadelphia,  70. 

Eirkhride,  Li.  Jo.,  832,  831,  S42,  86S, 
463,  466,  649,  M7,  680. 

EitUuming,  troops  at,  about  to  march, 
in  want  of  proyinone,  93.  Fear* 
firom  remoyal  of  troops,  Indian^in- 
ounioop,  313. 

Knight,  Peter,  239. 

Knox,  Geii%  respecting  easting  of 
brass  cannon,  170.  Leaves  Morris- 
town,  192.    Applies  for  cannon,  450. 

Kiiebel,  Geo.,  deposition  militia  fine, 
433.     Petition,  524, 

Kuhn,  Lodwig,  letter  on  troops  to  be 
raisedy  terms,  93. 


Labar,  CoL  Abraham,  320,  326. 

Lacey,  OapL  John  Jiinr.,  oomplaias  of 
ill  treatment,  £h>m  OoL  Wayne,  164. 

tianoaster.  Money  and  papers,  sent  to 
from  Philadelphia,  102.  Gdyer-i 
nor  at,  128.  Letters  to  and  from 
Oommittee,  250,  268.  Scarci^  of 
•Bait  in»  202.  Magasine  required  at, 
and  fears,  211.  Richardson,  a  Conn- 
tarf«ltar,  taken  to,  248.  Hessian 
.  prisoners  at,  may  be  employed,  251. 
Riots  at,  268.  Inquisition  for  mur- 
der at,  268.  Powder  Magasine  re- 
quired, 296.  Wagons  from,  301, 
802.  AdyerUsement  for,  302.  Prison- 
ers of  War  to  be  sent  to,  306.  Com- 
mittee's letters,  261,  266,  849,  366. 
HiUtiay343. 

lAneaster  Ooonty.  Want  of  magis- 
trates, 347.  Expenses  of  prisoners, 
849.  Troops  ordered  to  Chester, 
363.  Difficulties  in  military  affairs, 
854.  Letter  of  Commissioners,  864. 
Letter  to»  762.  Piffloulties  from 
Ountinental  money,  896.  Opposition 
to  laws  by  the  Dutch,  405,  408,  418, 
427.  Money  sent  to,  415.  Search 
for  Westmoreland  Records  in,  455. 
MUitia,  480,  486,  621,  532,  634,  662. 
J.  Morris,  Jr./  appointed  to  attend 
Court  al,  481,  606.  Session  of 
Court  at,  505,  606.  Prisoners,  533. 
Troons  to  be  stopped  a^  643.  To 
march,  671,  673.  Papers  remoyed  to« 
646,  749.  Letters  to  Commissioners, 
762.  Quarters  for  militia  to  be  pro- 
yided^  768.  Price  of  Salt  at,  769. 
Camp  at,  761. 
^  Lang,  James,  396. 
'  Lanman,  Ladwl^  letter,  102. 


Laurens,  Henry.  Bceeeeds  Join  Haa- 
ooek  as  President  of  Congress,  736. 
Letter,  735.  Resolntionfl  for  a 
Thanksgiving,  735. 

Lawrence's  Island.  CoL  Keilson  at- 
tacks and  captures  enemy  a^  230. 

Lebanon,  meeting  at,  168. 

Lee,  Fort,  66,  71.  Enemy  expected  to 
reduce,  71. 

Lee,  Genl.,  46.  Robbed  of  horses,  162. 
Capture,  exchange,  Ac.  172. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry.  Applies  for  a 
pilot  for  a  French  frigate,  666. 

Leimback,  Fred.,  624^ 

Lbttbrb — 
Alexander,  Charles,  626.  Anderson, 
Patrick.  26.  Armstrong,  Gen.  John, 
164,  229, 324,  668,  660,  663,  568, 672, 
681,  687.  698, 636,  641, 646, 653, 672, 
684.  Amdt,  John,  421.  Ami^ 
Benedict,  867,  376.    Assembly,  179, 

264,  491,  681.  Atlee,  CoL  B.  J., 
6,10.  AUee,  William,  248, 301, 327, 
366,  376. 

Bache,  Richard,  409.  BaOey,  John, 
406,  413.  Bailey,  WUUam,  349. 
.  Bancroft,  Daniel,  231,  246.  Baxter, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Wm.,  31.  Bay- 
ard, CoL  Jno.  106, 148.  Becker,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Henry,  485.  Benete^ 
James,  469.  BensoU,  C,  11.  Berks 
County,  Committee,  111,  112;.  Bid- 
die,  Clement,  140,  146,  176,  197, 
721,  739,  744.  Blddle,  Owen,  3, 11, 
80, 105,  117,  148,  168,  182,  192,  249, 
267,  301,  816.  Bird,  Mark,  9. 
Blaine,  CoL  Ephraim,  299,  677. 
Blair,  James,  24^  60.  Blewer,  Jos., 
120,  464,  723.  Board  of  War,  268, 
292,  806.  314,  320,  399,  583,  586, 
683,  751,  756.  Boggs,  Major,  132. 
Bond,  Phineas,  678.  Bond,  Dr. 
Thos.,  78,  89,  883.  Boudinot,  Ellas, 
813,  443.  Bowen,  Capt  J.  B.,  114. 
Boyd,  Alexander,  49.  Boyd,  CoL 
Andrew,  712,  748.  Boger,  Richard, 
81.  Bradford,  WiUlam,  401,  430, 
657,  575,  582,  615,  644,  648,  649, 
663,  668,  707,  740,  746.  Brodhead, 
Daniel,  21,  29, 158,  283,345.  Brown, 
Wm.,  37,  106,  136.  Bryan,  George 
V.  P.,  362,  463,  490,  514,  529,  630, 
643,  674,  610,  661,  682.  Buchanan, 
Wm.,  652,  667,  677,  690,  711,  742, 
744.  Budden,  James,  690,  591.  BnU, 
CoL  John,  59,  102,  201,  203,  208, 

265,  304,  806,  709.  Butler,  Anthony, 
658, 557. 

Cadwalader,  John,  96, 136, 160, 161, 
178,  180,  186.  Caldwell,  Andrew, 
361.  Cameron,  Alan,  383.  Camp- 
bell, George,  269.    Carothon^  Jolm 
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^Mf  6S9.  Casdorp,  TbottM,  SOO. 
.Cbamben,  David,  113.  Chamben^ 
Col.  James,  364.  Cheney,  CoL  732. 
Chester  Coanty,  Lieutenants,  475, 
683,029.  Chew,  James,  449.  Qfariflt, 
n.  4c.,  605,  633,  734.  Ciark,  John, 
690.  Clark,  Michael,  712.  Clarkson, 
Dr.  Gerardas,  165.  Clinton,  Gen. 
George,  676.  Coats,  Col.  Wm.,  158, 
528, 766.  Coleman,  Robt.,  39.  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,  198.  Committee 
of  Berks,  111,  112.  Committee  for 
driving  off  cattle,  473,  512,  545,  667, 
610,  630.  Committee  of  Inspection, 
Camberland,  79.  Committee  of  Fifty, 
473,  630.  Committee  of  Lancaster, 
251,  266,  349,  365.  Committee  of 
Kew  Turk,  40.  Committee  of  Safety, 
[which  see.]  Committee  at  Trenton, 
69.  Committee  of  Westmoreland, 
313.  Committee  of  Torktown,  151. 
Cjngress,  137,  179,  217,  219,  244, 
289,  290,  372,  411,  413,  435,  439, 
471,  491,  675,  586,  592,  593,  599, 
626,  627,  681,  688,  738,  768.  Con- 
nolly, John,  101,  130,  242,  245,  297, 
298.  Connor,  Colonel  Morgan,  315. 
Conway,  Gen.  T.,  522,  530.  Cooke, 
William,  84.  Corbley,  John,  449. 
Council  of  Safety,  [  which  see.  ] 
Council  of  Safety  of  Kent,  79.  Creigh, 
John,  Ac,  628.*  Crispin,  Wjlliam, 
114,  681,  706,  748.  Cross,  WUUam, 
449.  Comberlaikd  County;  12,  77. 
Davis,  CoL,  292.  Davison,  Com- 
modore, Saml.,  378.  DeHaven, 
Hugh,  569.  DeHaven,  Peter,  155, 
255,  606, 607.  Delegates  in  Congress, 
636.  DeNormandie,  Dr,  J.  A.  C, 
176.  Dewees,  Thomas,  266.  Dickin- 
son, Gen.  Philemon,  116,  117,  233, 
244.  Donaldson,  Ac,  Joseph,  496, 
634.  Dorsey,  Thomas,  534,  650. 
Downey,  Capt.  431.  Drummond, 
Dr.  George,  511.  Dundas,  James, 
616. 

Elder,  Robert,  763.  Elmer,  Jona'n, 
7.  Episcopal  Churches,  600,  603. 
Eustace,  J.  P.,  381.  Evans,  John, 
246,  363,  529.  Swing,  James,  146, 
298.  Eyers,  Richard,  106.  Eyre, 
Benjamin,  375.  Eyres,  Col.  Jehu, 
591. 

Farmer,  Capt.  Lewis,  6L  Fisher, 
Henry,  42,  47,  62,  61,  70,  99,  100, 
108, 153,  263,  402,  465,  504.  Flowers, 
CoL  Bezgamin,  27,  138,  181,  184, 
869,716.  Forman,Brigadler.General, 
David,  436,  439. 

Galbraith,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Bar- 
trem,  843,  363,  407,  409,  416,  467, 
480,  486,  621,   632,  633,   643,   662, 


578.  Galbraith,  Robert,  786.  Gates, 
Ms^r-General  Horatio,  247,  687, 
688.  Gerry,  E.,  754.  Gibson,  John, 
66.  Giles,  Edward,  487.  Gregory, 
James,  834,600,688.  Grifin,  CoL 
Samuel,  127.  Griffith,  Capt.  828. 
Gronow,  Lewis,  487,  782.  Gamey, 
CoL  Francis,  186. 

Hale,  Thomas,  208.  Haller,  Henry, 
144,  250.  Hamilton,  James,  611, 
613,  620.  Hampton,  John,  316. 
Hancock,  John,  P.  C,  137,  179,  210, 
289, 362,  491,  539,  644,  574,  586,  592, 
599,  626,  627,  681.  Hand,  General 
Edward,  443,  540.  Hand,  H.,  382. 
Hannigan,  Thomas,  253.  Harris, 
John,  753,  758.  Harshall,  J.,  2ll. 
Hart,  Joseph,  18,  97,  237.  Hartley, 
Thomas,  697.  Hayes,  Capt  704. 
Haselwood,  Commodore  John,  206, 
602,  620,  663,  680,  696,  721,  747. 
Heard,  Gen.  Nathaniel,  262.  Henry, 
Patrick,  Jr.,  260,  286.  Henry,  CoL 
William,  347,  472,  643,  634,  636. 
Hill,  Col.  Henry,  66, 94.  Hiltzheimer, 
J.,  354.  Hodge,  Andw.,  148.  Hooper, 
Robert  Lettis,  680.  Hopkinson, 
Francis,  489.  Howell,  Jacob  S.,  47, 
66,  641.  Hubley,  Adam,  Junr.,  158, 
358,  530,  533,  666,  698.  Huhley, 
John,  102,  128,  295,  847,  415,  427, 
505.  Huff,  Joseph,  72.  Hnnn,  John, 
460,  463,  462,  467,  468,  474,  476. 
Hunter,  Lt  Samuel,  183,  244.  370, 
877,  415,  610,  717,  737. 

Jngenoll,  Jared,  502.    Irwin,  Mat- 

thew,  613,  77L 

Johnston,  Franois,  125, 172*    Jones, 

Morgan,  449.    Joy,  Danie^  6^  121, 

179. 

Eirkbride,  Joseph,  822, 881, 842, 368, 

463,  465,   649,  667,   680.     Knight, 

Peter,  230.  Knox,  Gen.  170.  Kuhn, 

Ludwig,*93. 

Labar,  Col.  Abm.,  320,  825.  Laoeyy 
Capt  John,  Jr.,  154.  Lancaster 
Committee  of,  251,  266,  365,  67  L 
762.  Lang,  James,  396.  Lauman, 
Ludwig,  102.  Laurens,  Henry,  735* 
Lee,  Richard  Henry,  666.  Leimback, 
Frederick,  524.  Levers,  Robert  332, 
618,  622,  623,  645,  660,  653,  717. 
Lieutenants  of  Counties,  207,  366, 
879,  380,  424,  475,  621,  541,  .545, 
656,  582,  692,  615,  629,  660,  694. 
Livingston,  Gov.  William,  238,  243, 
251,  267,  294,  296,  301,  320,  328, 
346,  348,  614,  621.  Loohry,  Archi- 
bald, 344,  488,  741.  Loohry,  W., 
185.  Longhead,  James,  485.  Lyon, 
WUllam,  416.  ' 
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MeOUlBUr,  BMkM,  Z36,  S8S,  S30, 
S99, 419,  &&8, 033, 940, 767.  liedean* 
Azchd^  614,  68^  675,  661,  <8t,  704. 
MeBvaine,  WiUiam,  609.  Mtekajr, 
Maeam,  59,  98,  lIcEinlej,  GeAeral, 
84,  809,  450.  MaglatHitfls,  411,  421» 
478»  604»  553,  599,  683.  Marten, 
Jamot,  436.  MAtlack,  Timothy,  254» 
323,  338,  337,  855,  357,  364,  469, 
485,  487,  507,  602,  612,  616,  620^ 
659.  Meade  A  Co.,  61.  Measoi 
James,  193.  Mease  ft  CaldWelli 
104,  120.  Meason,  Capt  Samael^ 
445.  Melebor,  Col.  Isaac,  178,  206, 
507,  527,  584,  653.  Meroer,  Hugh, 
General,  41,  67,  71.  Mifflin,  Jona., 
86,  584,  594, 696,  597.  Mifflin,  Gen. 
Thos.,  126,  875,  881,  490,  554,  720« 
MUes,  S.,  5.  Minor,  Oant  John,  444. 
MltehelL  John,  62.  Montgomery, 
Hngh,  87, 120.  Moor,  John,  66, 135. 
Morgan,  Geo.,  286,  313,  447.  Mor- 
gan, Jabob,  299,  313,  822,  841,  407, 
447,  466,  530,  608,  632,  756,  761. 
Morris,  John«  Jr.,  161,  294,  4  1, 
506,749.  Morris,  tewis,  851.  Morris, 
Robt.,  28^  81,  126,  182,  138,  HS, 
174^  190,  216,  255,  379,  382,  626, 
759,  760.  Morris,  Capt  Samuel, 
204.  Morris,  Samnd  C,  108,  132. 
Navy  Board,  Stote,  293,  346,  402, 
425,  4)9,  475,  488,  491,  501,  505, 
J510,  621,  688,  542,  590,  594,  602, 
663,  696,  722,  446.  Kayy  Board, 
Cdntinental,  819, 401.  NeTill,John, 
886.  Novell,  Thos.,  64.  Nelson, 
ThoiMf,  167.  Nesbltt*  Alex.,  240, 
628.  New  Tork  Committee,  40. 
Niee,  Oapt  John,  427.  Nicola,  L., 
7,  29,  71,  75.78,  90,  92,  121,  148, 
200,  854,  364,  410,  417,  600,  604, 
608,  612,  619,  631.  Nixon,  John, 
489. 

Officers  of  the  Armj,  188.  Old,  Jas. 
179,  898. 

Paoa,Wm.,  685.  Paine,  Thos.,  669. 
Parke,  Lientehant-Oolonel,  Jno.  181. 
Patten,  MaJ.  John,  40.  Penqell, 
Jo8^h,148,  197.  Peters,  Riehard, 
14.  Philadelphia  Co.,  letter  to,  660, 
Pintard,  Lewis,  196.  Piper,  John, 
149,  436.  Potter,  David,  86,  218, 
805.  Potter,  Gen.  James,  433, 486, 
440,460,  511,  561,  570,  571,718,719, 
738,  752, 755,  768.  Potts,  Jonathan, 
860.  Prisoners  in  Masonic  Lodge, 
604.  Proctor,  Col.  Jno.  202.  Proc- 
tor, Thos.  Mig.,  11,  83,  46,  60,  62, 
97, 118,  130,  134,  141, 189,  192,  207, 
284,  236,  249,  455.  Putnam,  Gen. 
Israel,  118,  127,  168,  168, 170,  176, 
196,  208,  215,  230,  232,  247,  282, 
800,  676.     Putnam,  Daniel,  215. 


Read,  JAmet,  26,  68,  138,  204,  SS8; 
823,  463,  602.  Read,  John,  12,  21, 
28,24,26,47,60,68.  Reed,  Joseph, 
109,  151,  289,  879,  692,  761,  702. 
Richards,  Wm.,  13,  47,  62, 166^  169, 
242.  Richardson,  Joseph,  254.  Rit- 
tenhouse,  Be^J.,  748.  Rittenhomse, 
David,  10,  62, 264,  857.  Roberdean, 
Daniel,  639,  659,  678,  726,  728,  735, 
757,  770,  772.  Roes,  Geo.,  Jr.,  704, 
768.  Ruoget,  Stephen  Joseph,  569. 
Rush,  Benjamin,  3,  88,  59. 
Savadge,  Thomas,  65,  194,  216,  217, 
228,  418,  540,  763.  Searie,  Jaae% 
216.  Seymour,  Commodore,  67,  83, 
104,  401,    577.      Shoe,    CoL  John, 

417.  Shippen,  Wm.,  768.  Simmons, 
Leeson,  688.  Skinner,  B.  G.  Cort- 
land, 867.  Smith,  Robert,  8,  9,  37, 
324,  426.  Smyth,  Hugh,  703.  ^pro* 
gell,  Lndick,  280.  Stansbary,  Jos., 
94,  98.  Stephens,  Gen.,  175.  Ste- 
venson,  George,  68,  685.  Stewart, 
Col.  Walter,  401,  718.  Stillwell, 
Nicholas,  458.  Stirling,  Lord,  157, 
166,  170,  178,  174,  194  Stockton, 
Richard  W.  817,  867.  Sutter,  James, 
750.  Supreme  Exee.  Oouneil,  [wiiieli 
see.] 

TaUman,  Peter,  64.  Tkvlor,  George, 
49.  Thomson,  Chas.  68.  Thome, 
Wm.  143.  l^ghman,  James,  156, 
174,  502,  641.  Tilghman,  Tench, 
674.  Treasury,  U.  S.  884.  Trenton, 
Committee  at,  69.  TrambuU,  Joaa'n, 
667.  Tyler,  John,  7SL 
Vanghan,  Mi^.  Gen.  John,  (Brit) 
688.  Vfarginia,  Delegates  in  C, 
413.  Virginians,  14. 
Walters,  John,  182,  245.  War  Office 
of  Pennsylvania,  268,  281,  282,  283, 
292,  294,  306,  314, 815,:819,  325, 328, 
342,  345,  346,  348,  850,  365,  358, 
864,  877,  882,  396,  898,  401,  409, 

418,  427,  428,  484,  451,  471,  485^ 
640,  674,  683.  War  Office,  Coati. 
nontol«  290,  382,  899,  480,  484,  439, 
450,  502,  512, 535, 675,  688,  685,  686. 
Washington,  General  George,  118, 
117,  253,  290,378, 419, 481, 489,  452, 
462,  510,  526,617,  619,  624,664, 669, 
678,  691,  697,  710.  Way,  Nicholas, 
315.  Wayne,  Colonel  Anthony,  89. 
Weedoh,  CoL  G.  241.  WeiUeli,  Lt. 
John,  85,  544.  WeUs,  Richard,  189. 
WetheriU,  Samtiel,  Junr.  842,  855. 
Wharton,  John,  489.  Whilldeo, 
J.,  882.  WUUams,  Bunion,  84,  89, 
51,  63,  80,  103,  106,  107,  112,  115, 
117,  126,  204,  209,  212.  Wlrta, 
Christian,  2022208.  Witman, Chris- 
topher, 111.  Wood,  Col.  Josepl^  87. 
Wynkoop,  Henry,  32. 
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jAines,  836,  387, 411. 

ZaoUiiif  er,  PmI,  699.    SeUbetgeri 

D.  448. 

Letts,  ^^ekieL  Petition  for  Captidnoy, 

67. 
hbvwMf  Rob«r^  SSS.     Protbonetny, 

Ao.,  883,  818,  822,  828,  848,  717. 
LewM,  DeL     Torj  Election    st,  63. 

Riotous  eondaotit  64.     Signals,  Ac, 

At,  187. 
Lieutenants,  Hints  for,  285.    Oiroolars 

to,  297,  386,  879(  880,  424,  459,  475, 

623,  641,  646,668,  582, 292,  816, 880, 

894. 
Lincoln,  Oenl.,  281.    Woonded  at  Ti- 

oenderoga,  876. 
LiriQgstoB,  WilUam,  Got.,  of  N.  J., 

238,  243,  261,  287, 294, 298»  301, 320, 

828,  848,  848,  814,  821.       " 
Loaa  Oflee— Oontinentd,  io  Noetre 

billsof  Oreditof  8tate9,188.    Thos. 

Smith,  Gommissioner.of,  188. 
Loans,  Interests  on  to  be  paid  in  bills 

on  Patisy  802:    Ofloe  to  be  remored 

817. 
Lochry,  Arehibald,  344, 488, 74L    CaU 

on  by  C»«li.  Hand  for  miUtiSy  488L 
Iioehrj,  Wm.,  136. 
Loganian  Library  to  b«  used  by  Sold* 

iers,  399. 
Long    Island,  Battle^   moTement    of 

troops,  21. 
Longhead,  James,  486. 
Longhead,  Jeremiah.     Deposition  re- 

speoting  Reeords  of  Westmoreland 

Connfey,  462. 
Lodwig,  Christopher,  dnperi^teadant 

of  Bakers  sent  by  Qen.  Washington 

to  PhUadelphia  fbr  haadii;  439. 
Lyon,  William,  418. 


MeOslester,  Rlebard,  letter,  880,  883, 

336,  389,  412,  668,  833,   840,   892. 

788. 
McCay,  Abigail,  Examination  of,  387. 
M oClean,  Archibald,  614, 638,  676, 881. 

882,  704. 
Maokay,  Jlaeas,  letters,  69,  92.    Inso^ 

lenoe  of  officers,  69.    On  March  f^om 

EittAnning— provisions    searoe,  93| 

185. 
teellraine,  Wm*,  609. 
McKoan,  Thomas,  opinion  of,  attainder 

on  a  flree-ho]der*s  removal  to  another 

State,  400.  Qoalifleation  and  oath  al 

Chief  Jnstiee,  82L 
IfcKinley,  Brig.  GenL  John,  letters, 

34»  309,  458. 


rehired,  38S. 

Magistrates,  822,  347,  411,  421,  87^ 
604,  663,  681,  699. 

liartial,  Conrts,  884,  398. 

Maryland.  Regiment  nnder  Colonel 
Blehardson,  177.  Troops  from,  ex- 
pected nnder  General  Johnston,  194. 
Arrive  in  PhUadelphia,  198.  Ex- 
pee^d  attack  by  British,  289.  Con- 
tempt  of  Oapt  Nicholson,  to  Gov. 
Johnson,  828.  Gen.  Howe  in  Chesa- 
peake, 643.    Lands  in,  667. 

Matiack.  Timothy,  264,  328,  832,  817, 
366,  357,  884,  489, 486,  487, 607,  602, 
812,  818,  820. 

Maxwell,  GenL,  177.  Proceedings  of 
Congress  in  case  of,  328. 

May,  Capcy  Channel,  426>  429.  Gnns 
for,  348. 

Meade,  George,  and  Co.,  81. 

Mease,  James,  appointed  Clothier  GenL 
193. 

Mease  and  Caldwell,  letter,  104, 120. 

Meaeon,  CapL  Samuel,  446. 

Melehor,  OoL  Isaae,  178, 298,  607, 817, 
684. 

Memorial  of  John  Bayard  and  Rd. 
Peters,  on  Troops  in  City,  17.  Of 
Committee  for  driving  Cattle,  481. 
Of  Gan  stockers,  733.  Commander 
Seymenr,  434. 

Menonlsts  opposed  to  Militia,  788.    . 

Mereer,  Brig*  GeneraL  Cannons  sent 
for  by  Conncil,  41,  87.  Letters,  41, 
87,  71.  Orders  to  attend  ftueral, 
222. 

Merlin,  British  man-6f-#af,  blown  iip 
in  Delaware,  721,  722. 

Middletown,  New  Jersey.  Aotiott  at» 
158. 

Mifflin,  Fort,  altaek  on,  899,  701. 

MiiBin,  Jon.,  making  Inmber  into  rafts 
on  Delaware,  88.  Letters,  88,  6S4» 
694,  698,  697. 

Mifflin,  CoL  Samuel,  orders  to,  44. 

Mifflin,  General  Thomas,  addresses  a 
Town  Meeting  at  State  House»  77. 
Letter  to,  126.  At  Lanoaster,  128. 
Betum  to  Army*-<arrival  at  Mon- 
mouth, 168.  Announces  to  Congress 
that  Gen.  Washington  thinks  British 
intend  ibr  Philadelphia,  358.  Ap- 
pointed with  Mens.  Dn  Coudray,  to 
complete  works  on  DelawarcL  359. 
Letters,  126,  376,  381,  490,  654.  At. 
tacks  Tories  at  Monmoutii,  188.  At 
Morris  Town,  192.  Letters,  126, 376, 
881,  490,  720. 

Miles,  UoL  Samuel,  Letters  to  and  froVn, 

Military  Affairs,  3,  6, 10,  If,  13, 14, 17, 
18,  27,  83,  84, 43,  62,  68,  83,  80, 182, 
104, 107, 113, 114, 115, 119,  170,  286, 
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Ser,  304, 83S,  S2«,  8H  8dt»  <4S,  346, 
S44,  369,  384-396, 426,  432, 482,  483, 
4S5,  491,  492,  622,  630,  666. 

HiUtia  Law  notiMd,  299.  Of  Baoka 
Conntj,  322. 

lltUs,  Fnooif,  Oath  of  AlUgUno^  16. 

Minor,  OapL  John,  444. 

Hintiet,  FruioiB,  A4J.,  6. 

Hitehall,  John,  letter  on  proTisione  for 
Tpoopi,  62. 

MUttmu  for  Joseph  Richardeoa,  249. 
Henrjr  Funk,  608.  M.  Immel,  649. 
.  Moleeworth,  Jamea,  Britiih  Spy,  depo- 
sitions, John  Sldridge,  270,  271. 
Andrew  Higgins,  270,272,  336.  John 
Snjder,  27i,  272,  336.  AhigaU  Mc 
Coy,  276,  278,  290,  336.  Examina- 
tton  of  J.  Molesworth^  277.  His 
confession,  280.  Sarah  O'Brien,  277, 
290,  337.  War  Offiee  to  Qen.  Lin- 
ooln  respecting,  281.  Aoeompliees, 
281, 282, 316.  Board  of  War,  to  Gen. 
.  Patnam,  282.  To  Bxeo.  Council, 
290.    Bxecated,  288. 

Money,  Continental,  Besolres  of  Con- 
gress on,  126. 

Monmoath  0.  BL,  168.  Mifflin  attacks 
tories  at,  169.    Qomey,  do.,  177. 

Montgomery,  Fort,  artillery  for,  60. 
Taken,  671. 

Montgomery,  Hagh,  67,  120. 

Montgomery,  ship,  and  other  continen- 
tal yessels  bnmed  in  the  Delaware 
for  safety,  740. 

Moor,  John,  letter  from  Fort  Lee,  66, 
135. 

Morgan,  CoL  George,  286, 813,  447. 

Morgan,  Col.  Jaoob,  299,  313, 822, 341, 
407,  447,  466, 630, 608,  682,  786,  761, 
767. 

Mor/is,  Anthony,  wounded,  162.  Or- 
der to  attend  funeral  of,  223* 

Morris,  Col.,  (Briasb,)  168. 

Morris,  John,  Jr.,  letter,  160, 294,  481, 
482,606,749.  To  attend  oovurts,  481, 
606. 

Morris,  Lewis,  361. 

Morris,  Robert  letters  to  and  from,  28, 
81,  126,  182,  188,  173,  174,  189,  191, 
216,  266,  379,  882,  627,  769,  760. 
Asks  for  a  pilot,  %St  For  a  surgeon, 
264i  Asks  leave  of  absence  from 
Oongress  to  attend  to  his  private 
affairs,  769.    Granted,  760. 

Moiris,  Samnelt  C,  letters,  109,  133. 
In  battle  at  Trenton,  162. 

Morris  Town,  Washington  a,i,  177*  Ar- 
my at,  192,  216. 

Mount  Holly,  skirmish  at,  177. 

Madfort,  11,  23,  24,  26,  47,  61,  92,  684, 
696,  639,  679,  782, 733,  760,  766,  766. 

Murphy,    Capt,   brare    action    with 


boats    from    BriUsh   vessels,   604. 

Opinion  of  Connoil  i^sepecting,  610. 
Muster  Boll  of  Sloop  Hetty,  16. 


Nail  Factory  near  Phfla.,  proposal  to 
employ  Hessian  prisoners  at,  206. 

Nash,  GenL,  to  proceed  with  troops  to 
Billingsport,  419.  Wounded  at  Qer- 
mantown,  646. 

Kavy  of  Penna.,  No.  of  men,  ke.  In,  3. 
Pay  of,  80.  Respecting,  106,  118, 
119,  126,  132,  188, 169, 205,  293, 346, 
378,  402,  426, 429, 466, 488, 491,  501, 
604,  610,  521,  638, 642,  690, 694,  602, 
663,  680,  696, 721,  722,  723, 749, 746^ 
Yessels  bnmod  for  safety,  749. 

Navy  Board,  Continental,  319, 346, 489, 
491. 

Navy  Board  of  State  appointed,  262. 
Letters,  298,  402,  426,  429,  466,  501, 
604,  610,  621,  638,  642, 690, 594, 602, 
746. 

Neilson,  Ool.,  attacks  and  e^>tares 
enemy  nnder  Stockton  at  Lawrenee's 
Island,  230. 

Nelson,  Thomas,  Jr.,  appllea  for  guard 
for  Loan  Office  certiiflcatea  far  Ceu- 
nectiout,  167. 

Nesbitt,  Mr.,  240. 

Nevell,  John,  letter,  286w 

NeveD,  Thomas,  letter  on  gun  carria- 
ges, 64. 

Newtown,  Bucks  eo.,  British  aoldiora 
to  be  escorted  to,  96. 

New  Jersey,  petition  for  ammunition 
from  Oi^,  80.  Salt  sent  to,  64. 
Hibernia  ftimaoe  casting  shot,  can- 
non, Ao,,  72.  River  craft  to  be  re- 
moved from,  to  Penna,  84  Bridges 
on  Burlington  road  to  be  destroyed, 
95,  238.  Monmouth  C.  H.,  158. 
Middlatown,  action  at,  158.  Coun- 
terfeits, 239,  240.  327.  MUitia  or- 
dered to  join  GenL  W.,  240.  Re- 
specting prisoners,  243,  251, 267, 296, 
320, 329,  346.  Water  craft  collected 
in,  321.  Guns  for,  346.  Respecting 
slaves  captured  with  prisoners,  348. 
Militia  called  out,  359.  Act  exempt- 
ing  men  at  salt  works  from  enlistiag^ 
764. 

New  Tork,  committee  sends  prisoners 
to  Phila.,  40.  Large  No.  of  houses 
secured  for  British  army,  72.  Brit- 
ish fleet  leaves.  351,  352. 

Newport,  DeU,  Mead  Quarters  a^  698. 

Nice,  CapL  John,  427. 

Nicholson,  Capt(.  James,  compl^nt  of 
Gov.  Johnson  of  Maryland,  againaty 
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for  o^ibtoiBfV  b*  k  4lmiiM4  by 
CongreM,  8J6. 

KieoK  Ii«wU,  T.  M.,  leitort  to  »nd 
froDi,  7,  29,  71,  76,  78,  90,  93,  121, 
130,  148,  200,  3M,  364, 410, 417, 600, 
604,  608,  012,  619,  631.  Orders,  96, 
121,  12^124,  131,  184,  201,  219- 
228. 

KorfchMipton  oa,  troopi  io  join  Wwh- 
ingtoD,  116,  623«  Prisoneri  (torn, 
139.  littler  to  theriff,  489.  Wagons 
in,  421.  Sheriff  to  ureet  prothono- 
tor7,489.490.    Aeeords,  664. 

Korth  CitfoUnA  troops  to  go  to  BilUsgs- 
port,  418. 

Northnmberiand,  eondilioa  of  troops 
at»86.    MilitiA,168. 


Oath  or  test  law,  opposition  to«  427. 
Taken  by  0.  J.  MoKean,  621. 

Obligation  Ibr  appearanee,  695. 

O'Brien,  Mrs.  Bsyrab,  examinatioA  of, 
387. 

Oficen  in  amy  and  Navy,  appoint- 
ments, Ac,  83,  89,  90, 114, 124,  236, 
265,  284,  293,  808, 866, 366, 896, 401, 
661,  738.  Bxohange  of,  166.  Bank, 
172,  241, 871,  488.  List  of  in  Penn. 
State  Reg.,  818,  341,  628,  696.  In- 
solenee  of,  69.  In  pay  of  U.  S.,  176, 
346.  Address  of,  respeottnff  Killtia 
of  PenuHu,  186.  To  Assembly,  724^ 
Charges  against,  756. 

Okely,  J.,  brings  Canadian  Indian 
from  GenL  Gates,  163. 

Old,  James,  casts  shot,  179, 898. 

dpinion  of  Thomas  MoKean,  allegignoe 

and  rights  of  a  freeholder,  400. 
.  Orders,  to  6amL  MliBin,  44.  To  Com- 
modore Seymour,  83.  Of  L.  Nioola, 
Town  Major,  96, 121,  122, 124,  131, 
184,  201,  219-228,  647.  Of  CovneU 
for  iatelligenoe  of  enemy,  167.  Com- 
modore  Haielwood  to  Capt  Bfatbews 
with  prisoners^  16&  Of  Genl.  Gatfs 
for  qaarters  for  troops  at  Qermaa- 
town,  207.  To  CoL  Meloher  to  ex- 
amine and  elear  booses  oconpied  by 
.  troops  in  PhUa.,  219.  To  Oapt.  MiU- 
len  with  prisoners,  235.  To  CoL  D. 
Broadhead,  288.  LientenapU,  297, 
821,  364,  371, 379, 380, 404, 424, 641, 
645.  To  Col.  Nloola  to  ooUeot  wag- 
ons, 364.  To  3.  Hanter,  370.  To 
Militia  to  be  ready,  404.  Qeneral, 
884-^96*  To  Northampton  troopi, 
644« 


F. 


Paea;  Wvu,  applies  in  behfttf  of  J. 
TUghman,  636. 

Paine,  Thomas,  seleeted  to  eorremend 
with  Assembly  on  state  af  affiiAr^ 
669. 

Parke,  Lt.  CoL  John,  181. 

Parole  of  Hongonere,  Ae.,  18. 

Patton,  Mf^or  John,  letter,  41. 

Pay  of  soldiers,  Ao.,  8,  9,  81,  48»  267. 
Nary,  600. 

Penn,  Got.  John,  prisoner  pt  war,  es- 
oori  for,  478,  484,  611. 

Penn^,  Joseph,  letter,  143, 197. 

Pennsylraaia,  men  in  pay  in  servica 
of)  in  army  and  navy  of;  salarien,  8. 
Troops^  elothing,  13«  Fomaees  for 
easting  cannon,  and  cpiaatity  eas^ 
31 .  Qaotsa  of  grain  to  be  Aurnished 
by  each  eo.,  182.  Lo«n  offioes  to  re- 
eeiTO  bills  of  oredit  of,  188.  MUitU 
important  serrxoes  of,  166.  Address 
of  officers,  186.  Oallanft  affair  at 
Lawrence's  Island,  230.  Thomas 
Wharton,  Junior,  eleoted  President, 
and  George  Bryan,  V.  P.,  262.  Fi- 
nances,  264^  Call  for  troops,  819, 
461,  623,  639.  Transfer  of,  to  Con- 
tinental senriee,  367.  Debtors  not 
to  depart  from,  366.  State  of  the 
treasnry,  367,  872,  878,  381,  409. 
Joseph  Beed  sMwinted  Chief  Jus- 
tice, 889,  379.  ]>eeUnM,379.  Pro. 
posal  to  Virginia  on  subjeot  of  boun- 
dary, 418.  Militia  ordered  to  Tloon- 
deroga,  492.  T.  MoKean  Chief  J., 
621.  MUiUa  to  be  ready,  583.  Be- 
tnm  of,  belonging  to  state,  696. 

PennrylvaaU  Board  of  War,  281,  282, 
283,  290,  294.  (See  also  Board  of 
War.) 

Pennsylvania  Beglment,  list  of  oi&oers 
in  pay  of  U.  S.,  176.  Who  want 
commissions,  818.  Cash  paid  for 
reeruitiag  service,  836.  COntinen- 
tel,  867. 

Petition  from  N.  J.  for  powder,  30.  Of 
Oapt.  D.  Woelpper,  for  office,  48. 
Esekiel  Letts,  67.  Stephen  J.  Bou- 
get  for  commission  to  arm,  669. 

Peters,  Bichard,  letter,  disputee  among 
soldiers,  14.  Memorial  respecting 
troops  in  City>  17. 

Philadelphia.  Stete  of  the  Barracks, 
7,  71,  75.  Troops  in  city,  17.  Plan 
for  protection  of,  17,  88.  Petition 
of  Cumberland  oo.,  N.  J.,  for  am- 
munition, 30.  Prisoners  sent  from 
New  York,  40.  Attack  expected,  72. 
Minutes  of  meeting  at  Indian  Qoeen 
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rfflpeetiiig  TorI«y  73.  NamM  of 
inspected  penons,  74.  Town  Meet- 
ing At  State  home,  77.  Bameks, 
78, 1S4.  Siek  eeat  from  Bntniwiok 
tey  79.  Oen.  Howe's  •my  ezpeoted, 
families  te  prepare  for  remoral,  81. 
ResolntioBS  of  Ooaneil  ef  Safety,  82. 
No  person  to  pass  Delaware  RIyer 
without  a  pass,  82.  BesolntioBS  of 
**  Real  Whigs,"  aJl  persons  to  arm 
for  defenoe,  83,  Ooards  and  offloers 
appointed*  and  distriote  laid  off,  M, 
93.  Troops,  German  —  terms,  93. 
Orders  of  L.  Nieola,  Town  Mi^or, 
96,  201.  British  soldiers  escorted  to 
Newtown,  98.  State  prisoners  to  be 
remofed,  99.  Vessels  of  war  in  the 
DeUware,  42,  47,  53,  61,  79,  99,  100, 
108,  163.  Letters,  Dr.  Jno.  Oon- 
■oily,  from  prison,  101,  130.  Money 
and  papers  seat,  for  safety,  to  Lan- 
easter,  102.  Shops,  closing  and 
opening,  116.  Orders  of  Town  Ma- 
jor, 96,  121,  122-124»  131,  184,  201, 
219-228.  M«jor  Stockton  and  pri- 
foners  taken  at  Lawrence's  Island 
sent  to,  nnder  M^or  Boggs,  232. 
Prisoners  sent  to,  232,  235,  247,  300. 
Hessian  prisoners  sent  to.  244.  Oen. 
Gates  in,  197, 247.  Condition  of  old 
Jail,  266.  Enemy  expected,  268, 
806.  Prothonotary  Oampbell  in- 
qaires  abont  oath,  269.  F.  Phyle, 
naral  officer,  298.  Remonstrance  of 
CoancU  and  Assembly  On  withdrawal 
of  troops  from,  307.  Embargo  pro- 
poed,  814»  319.  Attempt  to  bribe 
Delaware  piloto  through  J.  Moles- 
worth,  his  trial  and  ezecntion,  &o., 
270-282,  335.  Contract  for  mann- 
factare  of  woolens  in,  by  S.  Wether- 
ill,  342,  365.  Geo.  Henry  declines 
as  Lieut,  and  William  Henry  ap- 
pointed,  865.  Bphraim  Bonham  Sub- 
Lietttenant»  366.  Also  Wm.  Simple, 
366.  Enemy  expected  at»  368,  457, 
469,  471, 472.  Report  on  works  on 
Delaware,  by  Dn  Coildray,  359. 
Wagons  required,  364.  Gen.  Ar- 
nold  appointed  to  command  of  mili- 
tia,  366.  Magasine  required,  382. 
General  orders,  384-396,  547.  Old 
Loganian  Library  to  be  cleared  for 
soldiers,  399.  Celebration  of  July 
4th,  illuminations,  Ac,  411.  Mea- 
sares  for  preserring  order,  412.  Wood 
for  officers  use,  417.  Persons  to  take 
account  of  flour,  Ac,  in,  477*  Time 
4>f  militia  expiring,  486.  Gen.  Howe 
approaching,  via.  Chesapeake,  643. 
Tories  to  be  arrested,  houses  searched, 
661.  Warrante  to  Lieutenaate  to 
search  for  arms,  663.  Representetion 


of  Christ  CbsrvOi,  aad  St.  Pctet^s,  in 

behalf  of  Rer.  Thomas  Coombe,  then 
a  prisoner  of  war,  600.  Prooeedings 
against,  666.  Bakers  to  hare  lor. 
loughs,  670.  Wagons,  681.  Be- 
moral  of  Congress,  132.  Hesdaa  ' 
prisoners  sent  to  from  Trenton,  141, 
190,  206.  Complaint  against  gaards 
extorting  money,  148.  Mora  wagons 
not  required,  prospecte  better,  160. 
Prisoners  sent  from  Lewes,  152. 
Protest  of  James  Tilgfamaa,  on  be- 
half of  proprietaries  against  entting 
woods  from  Oonunons,  166, 174.  As- 
sociators,  bravery  oC  159.  Ld.  Stir- 
ling senAi  prisoners  to,  170.  Richard 
Penn's  honse  suitable  for  a  store  for 
furniture,  178.  Number  of  miliUa 
in,  178,  and  sick,  178.  Cannon  in 
State  house  yard,  180.  Arms  seat 
to  be  repaired  in,  184^  Standing 
orders  for  the  garrison  in,  184.  Im- 
portant senrlces  rendered  by  mili- 
tia  of,  186.  Maryland  troops  arrive 
in,  196.1  Address  of  CoUage,  Ac, 
of,  on  intermptipns  by  soldiers,  198. 
Houses  where  troops  are,  to  bo 
daily  visited,  201,  215.  Report  on 
buUdlDgs  at  air  ftimaoe,  206.  Bx- 
orbitent  prices  at,  200.  Funeral  of 
Qenl  Mercer,  222.  CoL  Hadett 
and  Capt  Morris,  223.  Wagon", 
490.  Foundry  in  Southwark,  6S3. 
Enemy  expected,  692.  Continontal 
soldiers  net  to  be  entertained  in, 
619.  Valuable  publio  papers  re- 
moved firom  to  Easton,  623.  Blank- 
ets, shoes,  Ac,  to  be  impressed,  623, 

626.  Provisions,  Ac,  to  be  removed, 

627,  630.  MiUtary  Court  martial 
on  prifloners,  631.  Enemy  leave 
Philadelphia,  692.  Records  re- 
moved to  Lancaster,  749. 

Phyle,  Frederiok,  Naval  officer  at  PhlL, 
298. 

Pilote,  28,  47,  270-283,  expense  of 
Chevanx  de  ftise,  426, 501.  Attempt 
of  Molesworth  to  bribe,  276-282, 
316, 

Pint&rd,  Lewis,  letter,  196. 

Piper,  John  Col.,  letter,  149,  436. 

Pluckamin,  Gen.  Washington  at,  168, 
171. 

Pluggy's  town,  Tadians  attack  Vixg'ay 
358,  260. 

Potter,  David,  asks  for  Salt  for  Bridge- 
town, N.  J.,  86,  letters,  86,  218,  305, 
433,  436,  440,  460,  611,  661, 570, 671, 
584,  718,  719,  738, 752,  765.  768, 

Potte,  Jonathan,  350. 

Powder  MiU,  Explosion  of  State,  letter 
P.  De  Haven,  255.  Testimony  re- 
specting, 256, 267, 261,    Magatineat 
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'  luMUtar,  M5.  Mwohftnfti  iaoffj  tut 
819. 

Pflnc«toii,  Eoemy  ftdraaefng  toy  146, 
157,166.  WMhington  hit,  169.  Bat- 
tie  at»  169,  168,  168,  171,  216. 

Pruonera,  77,  99,  166,  170,  S83,  283, 
284,  241,  248,  244,  249,  267,294, 296, 
S66»  817, 826,  329, 871,  868, 442, 469, 
471,  602,  611,  613,  634,  604,  609. 
Relief  of,  442,  666,  600,  620,  682, 
647.  In  mMoaie  lodge,  662, 684, 666, 
593,  604,  007,  609.  Of  War— in 
Reading,  21.  FayofoffioeniySl.  In 
Bristol,  61.  Oareof,65.  AtOarliile, 
77.  At  Phila.,  to  be  remoTed,  99. 
From  Com.,  Haielwood,  168.  Sent 
to  Phila.,  282. 

Privateers,  Commissioned,  669. 

PMielamation  of  Gen.  Washington,  706. 

Prootor,  John,  202. 

Proctor,  Mi^or  Thos.,  letters  to  A  from, 
11,  33,  45.  60,  62,  97,  118,  180, 184, 
141,  189,  192,  207,  284, 236, 249, 461, 
4|^6.  Orders  prisoners  to  Jail,  A  ar- 
rest of  Mrs.  White,  97.  Appointed 
to  Regiment  of  Artillery,  284.  On 
joining  the  Continental  Serriee,  189. 

ProTisions,  high  price  of,  667,  676,  690, 
721,  739,  742,  744,  746.  Cost  of 
liquor,  742. 

Punishment  in  Army,  119. 

Ptttoam,  Dan'l  letter,  216. 

Potnam,  Qen.  Israel,  orders  Inmber  on 
Del.  R.,  to  be  made  into  rafts,  86. 
VisitsFortlsrd,  130.  At  Crosswioks, 
181.  Letters,  168, 166,  170, 177, 196, 
208,  216.  230,  232,  247,  282,  800. 


<^iakers — Resolatlons  A  other  acts  of 
Congress  against,  561,  674,  680,  589, 
69.%  696,  600.  Of  Connoil  against, 
555,  574,  582,  584,  586,  589, 690, 691, 
693,  600,  604,  608,  609,  612,  682. 


Rank,  antedated  Commissions  not  to 
give,  871.    Arrangement  of,  483. 

Read,  James  letter  respecting  prisoners 
of  War,  20.  Speeisl  messenger,  68. 
Letters,  20,  68,  138,  204,  268,  823, 

•    468,  602.    Prothonotary,  328. 

Read,  John,  letters  to  and  from  respect- 
ing Mnd  Fort,  12,  23,  24,  26,  47,  60, 
64,  91. 

Reading,  uneasiness  respecting  prison- 

•     ers  of  War,  20, 260.    Furnace  cannon 

oast  at,  81.    Letter  from,  139.    Hos- 

ptXa^l89.  QaantityofMnnsin,84I. 


Prisoners  at^  467.  J.  Morris  to  attend 
court  at,  481.  Fear  from  powder, 
633.  Places  of  worship  used  as  bar- 
racks, 663. 

Records  of  Bneks  Co.,  287,  Westmor- 
land, 462,  466.  Chester  Co.,  462L 
Bedford,  688.  Northampton  Co.,  664. 
To  Lancaster,  749. 

Recruiting  Berviee  of  12  Pennsylvaal* 
Regiments,  cash  paid  for,  886,  488. 

Red  Bank,  attack  on,  118, 180.  State 
of  362,  668,  499.  701,  703,  706,  707, 
709,  719,  746,  746.  Count  Donop 
killed,  699.  Commodoro  Haselwood 
account  of  action,  721,  722. 

Reed,  Joseph,  arms  to  be  taken  from 
soldiers  leaving  army,  108.  Sends 
prisoners  from  Trenton,  161.  Ap- 
pointed C.  J.,  289, 879.  LetUrs  to  and 
from,  109, 161, 289, 879, 692, 701, 702. 

Bemonstiaace'of  Council  and  Assembly 
to  Congress  on  the  withdrawal  of  Con- 
tinental troops  from  Philadelphia, 
807. 

Report  of  Barrack  Master  on  dirty 
•houses  left  by  Soldiers,  266.  Of  0e 
Coudray  on  defenees  on  Delaware, 
860,  666. 

Resolutions  of  Congress,  26,  62,  124, 
137,  183,  268,  283,  304,  309, 310, 319, 
826,  328,  366,  418,  461,  469, 470, 492, 
513,  628,689,  651,  652,  664, 676,  680, 
688, 669,  696, 604,  606,  616, 628,  627, 
647,  649,  675,  678,  736.  Of  OonnoU 
of  Safety,  80,  84,  115,  184,  817,  699. 
Of  meeting  of  «Real  Whigs"  at 
Philadelphia,  83.  Of  Oamberlacd 
Co.,  340.    Of  Assembly,  617. 

Richards,  Wm.,  letters,  18,  47, 62,  ]6<V 
169,  242. 

Richardson,  Col.  177. 

Richardson,  Joseph,  letters,  264.  Coun- 
terfeits, 289,  248,  254,  827,  526.  In 
Lancaster,  246.    Mittimus  for,  249. 

Riots  at  Lancaster.  D^uiger  to  Mr. 
Wirts  from,  266. 

Rittenhouse,  Benj.,  748. 

Rittenhouse,  David,  letters,  10, 62, 264, 
867.    Presides  at  Town  Meeting,  77. 

Roberdeau,  DanL  Explanations,  658. 
Letters,  639,  669,  678,  726,  728,  786, 
766,  772. 

Robinson,  Capt.  Isaiah,  takes  a  British 
sloop  of  war,  82. 

Roebuck,  man  of  war,  in  Delaware 
River,  99,  100,  108,  118,  190,  468, 
668,  721,  722. 

Rope  Walk.    J.  Wharton's,  94. 

Ronget,  Stephen  J.  Petition  for  priva- 
teer, 669. 

Rush,  Dr.  Benjamin,  Letter  to  Owen 
Biddle.  His  Salaiy,  8.  Letters,  8, 
88,  69. 
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8t  Clair,  General.   Condnet  at  Tieon- 

f  d«rof%  to  be  inquired  into,  491. 

Bt,  Peter's  Cbiuwk,  PhiUdelphia.  Peti- 

.  ttoafl  flir  BeT.  Thomaa  Ooombe,  800, 
603. 

Ban,  Mftde  on  Tom's  rireri  (6.  Sent 
to  New  Jersey^  04»  60.  Kent,  Co., 
Pelawace,  applies  for,  79.  Seareitj 
of,  202,  768.  Dr.  Hanis's  proposal 
for  making,  507.    Keir  Jereeyi  act 

.    exempting  onen  .from  enlisting,  764. 

Salt  Works,  at  Tom's  River,  66,  194, 
no,  217, 228, 418, 427,ir,^„614,  762, 
768,  763.     In  danger  Lhm  enemy, 

66.  Visits  from,  194,217.  Seen 
fhnn,  217.  Attaeks,  228.  Work- 
men exempt  as  miUtia,  614,  621. 

Bamptowu  «r  Quibble.  Skirmish  g^ 
240. 

,8araioga.  Capture  of  Bnrgoyne,  rela- 
ting to,  675,  676,  680,  684,  687>  726- 
729. 

BsTadge,  Thomas,  Letters  delating  to 
Bnemj,  and  Salt  woi^s  at  Tom's 
River,  55.  Letters,  55.  194,  216, 
217,  228,  418»  540/ 763.  Porohase  of 
land,  763. 

Behoyler,  General,  Conduct  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  to  be  inquired  into,  491. 

BehaylkilL  British  ereet  a  Ratterv  at, 
663. 

.Searle,  James,  216. 

fiervknts.  Indented,  proeeedings  of 
Board  of  War,  respecting  inllst  of, 
328.     Resolntions  of    Comberland 

,    County,  respecting^  340. 

Seymour,  Commodore.  Order,  not  to 
let  vessels  pass  Chevaqx  de  Friie, 

67.  To  send  up  Galleys,  83.  Enemy, 
104.  Letter,  67,83,104,401,  577. 
Memorial,  434.  Instructions,  233. 
Demand  for  pay,  577.  Superceded 
by  Commodore  Haselwood,  594. 

Sbee,  CoL  John,  417. 

0hlppen,  Doctor.    Director  General  of 

Military  hospitals,  223.  To  Congress 

768. 
Shoes  for  Army,  670. 
Shrewsbury,  New  Jersey.    Express  to 

for  intelligenee  of  enemy,  43,  49. 

Ships  of  war  passing,  49.    CoL  Gur- 

ney  at,  186. 
.  BimSf  Major  or  Captain,  Charge  against 

by  William  Mollvaine,  509.  General 

Wasbingti»n  respecting,  609. 
.  Simmons,  Leeson,  638. 
Skinner,  Courtland,  B.  G.,  867. 
Skirmishes,  211,  232,  284,  249. 
^  Smith,  Devqrenz.   Victualler  of  troops 

at  Kittanning,  313. 


Smiih,  Job.  B.    PMsidSi  at  aastkig 

of  »  Real  Whigs,"  83. 
3mitb»  Robert    State  of  BOUsgiiMrt, 

8.  Letters,  8,  9,  37,  824,  Od. 
Smith,  Thomas.  CommissioawofLosn 

ismot  of  United  States,  183. 
Smith,  WiUiam,  (a  tory),to  bs  em- 

fined  to  his  house,  106.   Oblifilk»n 

of,  145. 
Smyth,  Hugh,  703. 
Soldiers.    Want  of  provisieoi,  U,  i, 

9,  12, 14,  37,  58, 79, 80, 1(M,.I06,  US, 
132,  142.  Absenting  Uismlvu, 
names  of,  110.  DeBertiont,lU,l««. 
Wants  of,  160,  161,  165,  146,  ffi 
Pay  of,  633, 650,  575. 

Somerset,  C.  H.,  Army  at,  161  Ambj 
at.  367. 

Sphrltnous  Liquors  on  use  ot,  ia  AnDy» 
560,  673,  720.  Cost  o^  for  theAinj, 
743. 

Sprogel,  Ledick,  230. 

Spy,  British,  taken  by  Gen.  Clintos, 
639.  . 

StMssbniy,  Joseph.  Suspected,  74.  Let- 
ters from  jaU,  94,  98.  To  be  eoafinod 
to  his  house,  106.  Obligaaon  of, 
145. 

Stevens,  Gen.  Said  to  be  ilaio,  160. 
Extract  of  letter  from,  175. 

Stevenson,  G«orge,  Letter,  Ciieslsr  of 
Councils,  68.    Chairman,  97. 

Stewart,  Col.  Walter,  401,  718.  Losist 
Brandy  wine,  714. 

Stillwell,  Nicholas,  453. 

Stirling,  Lord.  Brigade  oo  wsj  to 
Brunswick,  60.  Clothing  for,  80, 
105, 112.  Letter  respecting  move- 
ments  in  New  Jersey,  157, 162, 170, 
173,  174, 194.  lietters,  167, 166, 170, 
173, 174,  195. 

Stook,  Live,  At.  To  be  removed  oi 
appearanee  of  enemy^  317, 404, 456, 
461, 473, 512,  546.  Plan  and  penonfl 
for,  424. 

Stockton,  Mfl^or  Richard— (British). 
Captured  and  defeated  by  Colonel 
Nellson,  at  Lawrence's  Island,  230. 
Sent  to  PhiUdeJphia,  232.  A  noted 
Tory,  237.  John  Norris,  taken  with, 
361.    Bxohange  proposed,  316. 

Stockton,  Richard  W.  367. 

Stony  Brook.    Engagement  at»  162. 

SobsUtates,  487,  672. 

Sulphur.    Refining,  182, 245,  258. 

Supreme  Executive  Council  organiied, 
262.  Call  ot  312. 
LxTTsna  to  and  from,  AraittronKi 
Colonel  John,  324,  658,  561,  66S, 
570,  572,  581,  587,  598,  636,  64l, 
646,  655,  672,  684.  Amdt,  John, 
421.     Arnold,  Benedict,  376.    M- 

.     sdmbly»586.    Aaee,  Wm.  327. 
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Bailey,  John,  406,  413.  Bailey, 
Wm.  349.  Bryan,  George  aod  J. 
Brani,  852.  Biddle,  Col.  Clcnicnt, 
721,  739.  Biddle,  Owen,  2^7,  208, 
301.  Blaine,  Epbraim,  299,  677. 
Blower,  Joseph,  464.  Bond,  Pbineas, 
578.  Bondinot,  Bliae,  313,  442. 
Boyd,  Col.  Andrew,  712.  Bradford, 
CoL  Wm.  430,  567,  682,  615,  644, 
648,  640,  663,  668,  707,  740.  Bach- 
anan,  Wm,  552,  667,  677,  690,  711, 
742,  744.  Budden,  James,  591. 
BnU,  Colonel  John,  304,  306,  709. 
Butler,  Anthony,  557. 
Campbell,  George,  269.  Carothers, 
John,  639.  Cheney,  CoL  732.  Christ, 
H.  Ae.,  605,  623,  734.  Clark,  Mich. 
712.  Coata,  Lt.  CoL  ViUiam,  766. 
Committee  for  driving  off  oattle,  473, 
512,  546,  567,  610.  CommittM  of 
Laneaeter,  266,  349,  571.  Committee 
of  Fifty,  473,  631.  Congress,  289, 
852,  366,  372,  411,  471,  636,  574, 
686,  693,  626,  630,  638.  Connolly, 
John,  297.  Conway,  Brig.  Gen.  T., 
523,  530.  Crispin,  Wm.  706. 
JOeHartn,  Hagh,  569.  DeHaven, 
Peter,  606,  697.  Deweea,  Thomas, 
866.  Downey,  Capt  481.  Donald- 
ion,  Joseph,  497,  634.  Dorsey,  Thos. 
635,  660.  Dundas,  James,  616. 
Bpiscopal  Church,  600,  603.  Byre, 
Joshua,  591. 
Plower,  Bai^.  369,  706. 
Galbraitb,  Bartrem,  343,  363,  407, 
409,  416,  467,  480,  486,  621,  632, 
533,  643,  663,  673.  Galbraith,  Kobt. 
730.  Gerry,  B.  764.  Greg<wy  Jas. 
334,  600,  688.  Gronow,  Lewi«,  487, 
732. 

Hamilton,  Jas.,  611,  618,  620.  Han. 
oock,  John,  Pros.,  289,  674.  Hand, 
Biig.  Gen.  Edward,  443,  640.  Haael- 
wood,  John,  602,  620.  680, 696,  721. 
Henry,  C^  Wm.,  473,  648.  Henry, 
Wm.,  and  J.  Hnbley,  847.  Hooper, 
Robt  Letas,  689.  Hopkiason,  F.,  Ae., 
489.  HoweU,  Jaeob  S.,  640.  Hnb- 
ley,  Adam,  581,  588,  667.  Hnbley, 
John,  295,  415,  427,  505.  Honn, 
John,  468,  46^  467, 468,  475.  Hon- 
ter,  Ltentenant  Bamvel,  376,  877, 
414,787.  HuBter,  CoL  fianiiel,  610 
717. 

IngertoH,  Jared,  503.  Irwio,  Uat- 
thew,6l3,  7n. 

Eirkbride,  Jo.,  322,  831,  342,  868, 
463^466,  649,  66?,  680. 
L^nBtDa,  Uevy,  736.    Iie^  Riohavd 


Henry,  665.  Leimbaek,  Frederick, 
624.  Levers,  Robt,  618,  622,  623, 
•45,  650,  664,  717.  Lientenaats  ef 
Counties,  365,  379,  380,  424,  474, 

623,  641,   545,  666,   682,  698,  615, 

694.  Livingston,  Got.  Wm.,  267, 
894,  296,  301,  821,  329,  614,  62l. 
Lochry,  Archibald,  344,  488,  741. 
Lyon,  WUllam,  417. 
McCalister,  Richd.380,383,885,869f 
412,  559,  633,  640,  602,  767.  MoH^ 
vaine,  Wm.  509.  McKinley,  Jno.  309, 
456.  McLean,  Archibald,  614,  636, 
575,  682,  704.  Magistrates,  421,  478, 
604,  55r  580,  598.  Melchor,  Isaac, 
627;  653.  Mifflin,  Jonathan,  584,594, 

695,  597.  Mifflin,  Gen.  Thos.  564, 
720.  Morgan,  Jacob,  299,  322,  341, 
406,  466,  530,  632.  Morris,  J.,  Jan., 
294, 481,  506,  749. 

Kary  Board,  293,  425,  429,  501,  611, 
521,  538,  540,  542,590,  594,  600,  722. 
Navy,  Continental,  49X.  Nioola,  U, 
600,  619,  630. 

Paea,  WiUiam,  635.  Potter,  Gett. 
James,  305,  433,  487,  440,  461,  611, 
551,  670,  718, 719, 788, 768.  Proetof, 
CoL  Thomas,  455. 

Read,  James,  323,  602.  Reed,  Jos. 
289,  379,  693,  701, 702.  Rittenhouse, 
Bei^.  743.  Roberdean,  Daniel,  639, 
669,  669,  726, 728,  736, 770,  772. 

Savadge,  Thos.  768.  Seymour,  Com* 
modore,  577.  Sheriffs,  Magistrates, 
Ac,  291.  Sheriff  of  Northampton 
County,  489.  Shippen,  Wm.  768. 
Smith,  Robert,  824,  426.  Smy  fa, 
Hugh,  703.*  Stewart,  OoL  Walter, 
718.  StiUwell,  Kiidiolas,  453.  Sni- 
ter,  Jas.  750. 

Tilghman,  Jaa.  602, 64L  lllgbmaii, 
Tench,  674.  Treasury,  U.S.  834. 
TmmbuU,  Jonathan,  657.  Tyler, 
John,  781.  Ylrginlai  Doltgatea  (n 
Congress,  413. 

War  Offloo,  296,  296,  801,  806,  871, 
898,  430,  431^  450,  603,  613,  585, 
570,  688,  584,  675,  686,  686,  761. 
War  Offloe  of  Pennsylvania,  409, 429, 
461,  471, 688.  Washington,  GenerUl 
George,  419,  431,  482,  510,  617,  61$, 

624,  664,  669,  678,  697.  WeiUai^ 
lieutenant  John,  268,  544. 

Yornkg,  Jame^336,  337,  411. 

Sutter,  James,  759. 

.Bwedea-ford,  to  be  fortifltd,  615, 117. 
Howe^  expeeted  (e  crosa  a^  tH, 
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TallttM,  Pettr,  refpeotiBg  salt  feat  to 
N.  JM-sey,  64. 

.Taylor,  George,  letter,  49. 

Test  Aot,  effeota  of,  661. 

TbankagiTing  day  ordered  bj  Congresii 
736. 

Thome,  Wm.,  letter,  143. 

.tTiooaderoga,  oonditioo  of  Troopa  at» 
87,  350.  Enquiry  into  eondnct  of 
Generala  at,  491.  Militia  ordered 
to,  492.  Gen.  Horatio  Gates  to  eom- 
mand  at,  .492,  494.  Resolutione  of 
Cong's  respecting,  492, 49^.  Wound- 
ed at,  675,  676.  Captured  bj  Gen. 
Gates.  Bargojne^  Ao,,  prisoners  aty 
657. 

Tilgbnan,  James,  protests  against  cat- 
ting wood  from  commons  of  Pbila., 
156,  174,  602.  Renises  to  take  pa- 
role, 502.  Applies  to  be  in  Md^ 
6S5,  641. 

Tilgbraan,  Teneb,  aoeonnts  of  Ticonde- 
roca  Battle,  675. 

Tom^s  River,  salt  works  established  by 
Coancil  at,  66. 

.Tories^  meeting  at  Phila.  respecting, 
72.  Taken.  113.,  At  Monmonth, 
169, 177,  209.  CoL  Farman  sent  to, 
209.  election  in  Berks  Co.,  81,  32. 
'  Sent  prisoners  from  N.  T.,  40.  Blee- 
tion  at  Lewes,  53.  Confined,  106. 
obligation  of,  145.  Attacked  at  Mon- 
mouth by  MiiBin,  169,  177.  Mi^or 
Stockton,  230,  232,  237.  CoL  Dnyok- 
ings,  241.    Sent  to  PhUa.,  247, 420. 

.  to  be  arrested,  478,  481,  502,  511, 
513,  556,  624,  665.  Escort  for,  512, 
At  TeUow  Springs,  606. 

Town  Meetings,  Jtc,  at  Philada,  73, 
77,  83. 

Treasury,  U.  S.,  834,  373. 
•Trenton,  Council  send  salt  to,  69.  Bat- 

■     tie,  prisoners,  Ae.,  140, 141.   Letters 

•  respeot'g,  140-142, 146, 1 59, 161, 168. 
Tyler,  John,  (armourer,)  731. 

▼. 

]  Vaughaa,  Mi^.  Gen.  John,  Gates's  let- 
ter to,  on  burning  towns,  688. 

Vessels  not  to  pass  Cheranx  de  fiise, 
67. 

Virginia,  minutes  of  Council  of,  on 
Indian  hostilities  at  Plugg/s  Town, 
appoints,  Geo.  Morean  and  Col.  Ke- 
Till  to  confer  and  ohastise  them,  258. 
Letter,  P.  Henry,  Jr.,  260,  286.  Let- 
ters to  delegates  in  Congress,  413. 

•  '  Proposition  for  settlement  of  boun- 

dary bftween,  and  Penn.,413.  Troops 
to  ^0  to  Billingsport,  418.    Quakers, 


Ao.,  to  be  sent  to,  580,  58^  584,  586^ 
600,  604, 632. 
Virginians,  letter  from,  respecting  ac- 
cusation against  them,  14. 


Wagons  required,  171,  186,  292,  301, 
364,  490,  553.  554,  594,  596,  599, 
605,  618,  622,  689,  717,  734,  771. 

Waldeebers  made  prisoners,  178. 

Walter,  John,  letter  on  Sulphur,  182, 
244. 

War  Office,  Continental.  [See  Board 
of  War.] 

War  Office  of  Penn.  [See  Board  of 
War.] 

Warrants  to  arrest  Tories,  478^  479, 
480,  484.  For  Lieut's  of  City  and 
Co.  Phila.,  563. 

Warwick  furnace,  cannon  cast  at,  81. 

Wasfaington,  Geni  George's  more- 
ments,  84,  113,  867,  373,  451.  Re- 
treats  from  New  Brunswick  before 
Genl  Howe,  84.  Letters  to  and  from, 
113.  Council  recommend  to  open 
shops,  115.  Buoks  and  Nortbamp. 
ton  to  join,  115.  Letter  Qcnl  Dick- 
inson  sent  to,  116,  117.  In  posses- 
sion of  Princet<)n,  159.  At  Somerset, 
162.  At  Pluokamin,  168,  171. 
Letters  to  and  fk-om,  113,  117,  25S, 
290,  373,  419,  431,  439,  452,  482, 
510,  526,  617,  619,  624,  664,  669, 
678,  691,  697,  700,  710.  Asks  for 
maps  of  countiy,  419.  At  Morris- 
town,  177,  215.  Important  serrices 
rendered  by  Militia  of  Penn.  to,  186- 
To  bereinforoed,  616.  Head  quarters 
at  Germaniown  ,617.  Orders  Con  ti- 
nental  soldiers  not  to  be  entertained 
in  city,  619. 

Way,  Nicholas,  315. 

Wayne,  CoL  Anthony,  on  a  supposed 
fraud,  88.  Dreadful  oondiaon  of 
troops  at  Ticonderoga,  88.     Com- 

Jlidned  against  by  Csp.  John  Laeey 
r.,  for  ill  treatment,  154. 
Weedon,  Col.  G.,  letter,  241. 
Weitsel,  John,  in  want  of  hempb  85, 

544. 
Wells,  Richard,  a  Tory,  108.    Reasons 

for  declining  a  seat  in  Council,  189. 
Westmoreland,  troops  leave,  202.  Com. 

letters  respecting  Indians,  318,  448. 

Alarms,  844.    Records,  452.  Seareh 

for  in  Lancaster,  455.    MiUtia,  488. 

Aid  asked  for  Gen.  Hand,  529,  540, 

541,542.    Indians  in,  599. 
Wetherill,  Samuel,  Jr.,  842,  855. 
Wharton,  Thomas,  Jr.,  elected  PmU 

dent  of  the  State,  252. 
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IHiMty  difltilUtion  of,  and  other  grain 
to  be  stopped,  229. 

**  Whigs,  Real,"  resolntioni  of  meeting 
of,  at  Pbifa.,  83. 

WhiUdin,  James,  382. 

Whiskey  to  be  allowed  soldien.  872. 

White,  Mrs.,  to  be  selted,  with  her 
papers,  for  giviog  intelligence  to 
Lord  Howe,  97. 

White  Marsh,  eamp  at,  767. 

Williams,  Mijor  Bnnlon,  letters,  34, 
35,  39,  61,  62,  80,  103,  106,  107,  112, 
116,  117,  127,  204,  209,  212.  Re- 
signs his  commission,  reasons  for, 
212. 

Wilmington,  (Del.,)  troops  at,  680. 

Wirti,  Christian,  202,  208. 

Witherspoon,  Major,  wonnded  at  Ger- 
mantown,  646. 

Woelpper,  John  Dayid,  a  soldier  in 
the  Indian  War,  48. 

Wood,  Col.  Joseph,  dreadful  condition 
of  soldiers  at  Ticonderogay  87. 


Wood,  purchase  and  price  of,  607. 
Woods  near  Pfailadelphia,  166,  174. 
Woolens  manufactured  in  Philadelphia 

342,  366. 
Wynkoop,  Henry,  letter,  82. 


Y. 

York,  Mr.,  to  be  confined,  471. 

Torktown — troops  from,  161,  at  in  want 
of  prorisions,  108.  Military  elec- 
tion, 330,  333.  Riot  at,  496-600. 
Affairs  at,  614-620,  684,  636,  670, 

668,  661.  682,  692,  704,  730,  762,  767. 
Warrant  to  arrest,  620.  Conduct  of 
Germans,  676.  Tories  sent  ft>om  to 
Carlisle,  688.  Plot  discorered,  ^34, 
636.    Letter  fVom  D.  Roberdean  on, 

669.  Prices  at,  677. 
Young,  James,  336,  337,  411. 
Zantzinger,  Paul,  699. 
Zeisberger,  D.,  446. 
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